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“Celebrating 232 years in the Spirit”

8:00 A.M. Worship Service
When you enter church, talk to God. When you worship, let God talk to you. After church, talk to each other.
Please be mindful of others' need for silence before the service.
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203-775-9587 (Office)

We extend a warm welcome to everyone who has joined us for worship this morning. We pray
you experience the presence and love of Christ as we worship together! We invite you to join us
after the service for coffee and fellowship in Crocker Hall, followed by The Rector’s Forum in
the Guild Room at 9:30 A.M. Please join us!

Prelude
Opening Hymn

“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”
“I Come With Joy to Meet My Lord”

Traditional Spiritual;
arr. R. J. Powell
Hymnal, 304

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant:
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

Hymnal, S280

Collect of the Day (Celebrant and People)
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray together.
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit,
may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
First Reading:
Reader:
A reading from Exodus. (1:8-2:10)
Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, the
Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with
them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and
escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced
labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were
oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the
Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their
lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were
ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew
midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to
the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she
shall live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded
them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them,
“Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh,
“Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give
birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people
multiplied and became very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them
families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you
shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.” Now a man from the house of Levi
went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw
that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a
papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and
placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what
would happen to him. The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her
attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to
bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, “This
must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter,
“Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter
said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman
took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter,
and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the
water.”
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 124
1

If the Lord had not been on our side, *let Israel now say;

2

If the Lord had not been on our side, *when enemies rose up against us;

3

Then would they have swallowed us up alive *in their fierce anger toward
us;

4

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *and the torrent gone over us;

5

Then would the raging waters *have gone right over us.

6

Blessed be the Lord! *he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

7

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *the snare is
broken, and we have escaped.

8

Our help is in the Name of the Lord, *the maker of heaven and earth.

Second Reading:
Reader:
A reading from Romans. (12:1-8)
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given
to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think,
but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

“Where Charity and Love Prevail”
Where charity and love prevail, there God is
ever found;
brought here together by Christ’s love, by love
are we thus bound.
With grateful joy and holy fear true charity we
learn;

let us with heart and mind and strength now
love Christ in return.
Forgive we now each other’s faults as we our
faults confess;
and let us love each other well in Christian holiness.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 16:13-20
Priest:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to You, Lord Christ.

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered
him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.
Priest:
The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

“Where Charity and Love Prevail”
Let strife among us be unknown, let all contention cease;
be Christ the glory that we seek, be ours his
holy peace.
Let us recall that in our midst dwells God’s
begotten Son;

as members of his body joined, we are in him
made one.
Love can exclude no race or creed if honored
be God’s name;
our common life embraces all whose Maker is
the same.
Words: 9th cent. Latin, trans. by Omer Westendorf; Music: Alexander R. Reinagle;
Tune: St. Peter

Sermon
Nicene Creed

The Reverend Julie Mudge
(Please Stand As Able)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Litany of Healing
The Celebrant introduces the Litany with this bidding
Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.
The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding.
A Person appointed then leads the Litany

God the Father, your will for your people is healing and salvation;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more abundantly;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured, or disabled, that they may be made
whole;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are lonely, anxious, or despondent, a
knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Mend broken relationships, and restore those in emotional distress to soundness of mind and
serenity of spirit;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the suffering, granting them wisdom and
skill, sympathy and patience;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold by the grace and consolation of your Holy
Spirit those who are bereaved;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation, and in the
world;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
You are the Lord who does wonders:
You have declared your power among the peoples.
With you, O Lord, is the well of life:
And in your light we see light.
Hear us, O Lord of life:
Heal us, and make us whole.
Let us pray.
A period of silence follows.
We remember the faithful departed this day in whose memory the altar flowers are given:
Alvin and Lois Tuck, Gabrielle Baksa, Alice Keller, and Scott Santa Maria,Patricia Cavanaugh
Abu-Suneima, Patricia Carlin Friese, Patricia Ford Friese, Susan Friese, and Dorothy Powell.
Celebrant concludes the Prayers:
Almighty God, giver of life and health: Send your blessing on all who are sick, and upon those
who minister to them, that all weakness may be vanquished by the triumph of the risen Christ;
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen

Peace (Please Stand As Able)
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.

Offertory

“Put Forth, O God, Thy Spirit's Might”

Put forth, O God, thy Spirit's might
And bid thy Church increase,
In breadth and length, in depth and height,
Her unity and peace.
Let works of darkness disappear
Before thy conquering light;
Let hatred and tormenting fear
Pass with the passing night.

Let what apostles learned of thee
Be ours from age to age;
Their steadfast faith our unity,
Their peace our heritage.
O Judge divine of human strife!
O Vanquisher of pain!
To know thee is eternal life,
To serve thee is to reign.
Words: Howard Chandler Robbins (1876-1952); Music: St. Anne, mel. William Croft
(1678-1727); harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

Presentation
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Alleluia, Alleluia!

Great Thanksgiving

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

(Please Stand As Able)

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true
promise, the Holy Spirit came down from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and
to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and
giving to your Church the power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to
all nations.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name.

Sanctus

Hymnal, S129

The Celebrant continues (You may stand, sit or kneel)
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei

John Merbecke, 1549

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. To receive in one kind is
considered full communion. If you choose to receive a blessing only, please cross your arms
over your chest. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, please let the priest know as you kneel at the
altar rail. For those who wish to intinct the Bread, by dipping it in the Wine rather than
drinking directly from the Chalice, you may signify this choice by holding the consecrated Bread
between your fingers. Please intinct the Bread in the small Chalice which will come before the
larger Chalice. After you leave the altar rail, please know that we have prayer teams in the
hallway available to pray with you.

“In Christ There is No East or West”
In Christ there is no East or West, in Him no
South or North;
But one great fellowship of love throughout the
whole wide earth.
In Him shall true hearts everywhere their high
communion find;
His service is the golden cord close-binding humankind

Join hands disciples of the faith, what e'er your
race may be!
Who serves my Father as a son is surely kin to me.
In Christ now meet both East and West, in Him
meet South and North;
All Christly souls are one in him throughout the
whole wide earth.
Words: Galatians 3:28; adapted John Oxenham (1852-1941); Music: McKee, Negro Spiritual
adapt. Harry T. Burleigh (1866-1949)

“He's Got the Whole World in His Hand”
He's got the whole world in His hand,
He's got the whole world in His hand,
He's got the whole world in His hand,
He's got the whole world in His hand.

He's got you and me sister in His hand, etc.
He's got you and me brother in His hand, etc.
He's got the pretty little baby in His hand, etc.
He's got everybody here in His hand, etc.
Words: Traditional; Music: Negro Spiritual

“Let There Be Peace On Earth”
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with
me;
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was
meant to be.
With God as our Father, brothers all are we.
Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment
now.
With ev’ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment and live each moment in
peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with
me.
Words and music by Sy Miller and Jill Jackson ©1955 Jan-Lee Music ICS ARR CCLI
#33760

Postcommunion Prayer
Gracious Father, we give you praise and thanks for this Holy Communion of the Body and
Blood of your beloved Son Jesus Christ, the pledge of our redemption; and we pray that it may
bring us forgiveness of our sins, strength in our weakness, and everlasting salvation; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Closing Hymn
Dismissal

“God is Love, Let Heaven Adore Him”

Hymnal, 379

Lay Reader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“The Solid Rock”

R. Anderson

---------------------------------------------------------------

The Men's Bible Study on August 28 will meet at 7:00 pm at Dave Williams' Home.
--------------------------------------------------------------Pray It Up!
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request,
put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl
either right then or after service. Pray for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s! You might
just be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request
to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

---------------------------------------------------------------Synthesis CE Study Guide
You may pick up a copy of the week’s Synthesis CE Study Guide, as well as the following
week’s, for your personal use. They are located at the back of the church. Thank You!
---------------------------------------------------------------*
Upon entering the church, please turn off your cell phone or switch it to a worship
respectful setting. Please be sure to dispose of all food and drinks before entering the
church. Thank You!
---------------------------------------------------------------Prayer Servant Teams
Prayer for any need or request is available at each service. After you have received communion,
please see one of our trained Prayer Servant Teams (with the Blue Name Badges) who are
available at the open side door at the entrance to the Vesting Room. Prayer is available in the
Vesting Room, Hallway or Back Room as space is available. Our Prayer Servants are ready to
confidentially take your request and pray for you and with you. Should you wish to schedule a
private prayer time, please let Fr. Joe or Mary Perry, Prayer Ministry Leader
(maryperry2@me.com) know and we will work with you to schedule a convenient time. Your
Prayer Servants today for Healing Sunday are all who are available.
----------------------------------------------------------------

Food Pantry

As part of our outreach, St. Paul's donates gift cards and non-perishable items to six area food
pantries. Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church or the
collection bins in Crocker Hall. Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, is
the recipient of our food basket collections for the month of August.
---------------------------------------------------------------

Sunday School Registration and Youth Group Kick Off!

We are so excited to kick off the new school year for Sunday School and Youth Group on
Sunday, September 10th. Registration forms will be handed out at the start of the 10:30
service that day and can be sent to class with your child. Below you will find the class levels for
this year:
Nursery: birth to 3 years old, Level 1: PreK and Kindergarten, Level 2: Grades 1-2, Level 3:
Grades 3-6, Youth Group: Grades 7-12
Level 3 students are reminded to bring their new Bible, cover and journal with them to class
each week this year. If you didn't receive these in the spring, we will get you set up on
September 10th. Level 1 and 2 students that received a 'God Box' last year are encouraged to
bring it to share on September 10th as well.
Youth Group will be celebrating the new year with a major kick off event on Sunday,
September 10th from 2 - 5pm at the church. Mark your calendars and invite your friends to
enjoy some big games and some even bigger raffle prizes!! If you are newly eligible for youth
group (7th grade!) or considering joining for the first time, this is a great event to attend just you
or with a friend. Please contact Patrick (stpaulsown@gmail.com) or Nicole O'Connors
(nmoconnors@gmail.com) if you have any questions. God, may you guide, protect and bless
this new church school year!

Calendar For The Week

(We welcome and encourage parishioners to come to any of these ministries.)

Sun., Aug. 27

-

Mon., Aug. 28
Tue., Aug. 29
Wed., Aug. 30
Thu., Aug. 31
Sat., Sept. 2

-

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
7:00 PM
5:45 PM
10:00 AM
5:45 PM
7:30 AM
9:30 AM

-

Traditional Eucharist
Rector’s Forum
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Men’s Bible Study
Boot Camp
Holy Eucharist and Healing
Boot Camp
Men’s Prayer Breakfast
PraiseMoves

Next Sunday—Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist at 8:00 A.M. and 10:30 A.M.
The Reverend Joseph Shepley, Rector
Readings
Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28

Saint Paul’s Staff
Rector
Wardens
Seminarian
Parish Office Coordinator
Organist and Choirmaster
Coord. of Contemporary Worship & Family Ministries
Sunday School Administrators
Sexton

The Reverend Joseph Shepley
Mary Perry and David Williams
Stephen Nagy
Beth Miller
Kirsten Peterson
Patrick O’Connors
Nicole O’Connors
Doug Melody

