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The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first celebrated at King's College, Cambridge on 
Christmas Eve, 1918.  It was an adaptation of a similar service that had been written for the 
cathedral at Truro in 1880.  The lessons were reordered in 1919, and what follows are the lessons 
that have been used since that time.  At King's College, the Festival is a Christmas Eve service, and 
the lessons, and music, move deliberately from the season of Advent into Christmastide.  The lesson 
texts presented here use the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, but at King's College, the 
Authorized Standard (also known as King James) Version is always used.  
 
Welcome The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 
 

 
Organ Prelude “In the Bleak Midwinter” Aubrey Tucker 
 
 

Processional “Once in Royal David's City” 

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed; 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor and mean and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

And through all his wondrous childhood he would honor and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden in whose gentle arms he lay; 

Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he. 
 

For he is our childhood's pattern: day by day like us he grew; 
He was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew; 
And he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness. 

 

And our eyes at last shall see him through his own redeeming love; 
for that Child, so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heaven above; 

and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 
 

Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by 
We shall see him, but in heaven, set at God's right hand on high, 

When, like stars, his children, crowned, all in white shall wait around. 
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The Bidding Prayer The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
Invitatory “Ding Dong! Merrily on High” 

Ding dong!  Merrily on high in heav’n the bells are ringing: 
Ding dong!  Verily the sky is riv’n with angel singing. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis 

 

E’en so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen, 
And i-o, i-o, i-o,  by priest and people sungen. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 

 

Pray you, dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers; 
May you beautifully rime your evetime song, ye singers. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 

 

 
First Lesson Genesis 3: 8-15 Tim Huber, Choir 

God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent's head. 
 

The man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the 
time of the evening breeze, and they hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden.  But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, 
"Where are you?"  He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself."  He said, "Who told you that you were naked?  
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Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  The man said, "The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate."  Then 
the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?"  The woman said, 
"The serpent tricked me, and I ate." 
 

“Because you have done this,  
 cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures;  
upon your belly you shall go,  
 and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.  
I will put enmity between you and the woman,  
 and between your offspring and hers;  
he will strike your head,  
 and you will strike his heel.”  

 

 
Carol “This is the Truth Sent from Above” 

This is the truth sent from above, 
The truth of God, the God of love; 

Therefore don't turn me from the door, 
But hearken all, both rich and poor. 

 

The first thing which I do relate, 
Is that God did man create; 

The next thing which to you I tell 
Woman was made with man to dwell. 

 

Thus we were heirs to endless woes 
Till God the Lord did interpose, 
And so a promise soon did run: 

That he would redeem us by his Son. 
 

And at that season of the year 
Our blest Redeemer did appear, 

He here did live, and here did preach, 
And many thousands did he teach. 

 

God grant to all within this place 
True saving faith, that special grace 
Which to his people doth belong: 

And thus I close my Christmas song. 
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Second Lesson Genesis 22: 1-18 Sandy Chadwick, Choir 
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 

 

After these things God tested Abraham.  He said to him, ‘Abraham!’  And he said, ‘Here 
I am.’  He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of the mountains that I shall show 
you.’  So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and set 
out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him.  On the third day 
Abraham looked up and saw the place far away.  Then Abraham said to his young men, 
‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we 
will come back to you.’  Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his 
son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife.  So the two of them walked on 
together.  Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’  And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’  
He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’  
Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’  So the 
two of them walked on together.  
 

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and 
laid the wood in order.  He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood.  Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son.  But the 
angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’  And he 
said, ‘Here I am.’  He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for 
now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
me.’  And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns.  Abraham 
went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt-offering instead of his son.  So 
Abraham called that place ‘The LORD will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the 
mount of the LORD it shall be provided.’  
 

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, ‘By 
myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld 
your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as 
numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore.  And your 
offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations 
of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice "  
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Carol “See Amid the Winter's Snow” 

See, amid the winter's snow, 
Born for us on earth below, 

He who, throned in height sublime, 
Sits amid the cherubim. 

 

   Refrain:  Hail, thou ever blessed morn! 
Hail, Redemption's happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem: 
Christ is born in Bethlehem! 

 

Sacred infant, all divine, 
What a tender love was thine, 

Thus to come from highest bliss 
Down to such a world as this: 

 

Refrain 
 

 
Third Lesson Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7 Patrick O’Connors, Choir 

The Prophet foretells the coming of Christ. 
 

The people who walked in darkness  
 have seen a great light;  
those who lived in a land of deep darkness--  
 on them light has shined.  
For a child has been born for us,  
 a son given to us;  
authority rests upon his shoulders;  
 and he is named  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
His authority shall grow continually,  
 and there shall be endless peace  
for the throne of David and his kingdom.  
 He will establish and uphold it  
with justice and with righteousness  
 from this time onward and forevermore.  
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
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Carol “Of the Father's Heart Begotten” 

Of the Father's heart begotten, ere the world from chaos rose, 
He is Alpha: from that Fountain all that is and hath been flows; 

He is Omega, of all things yet to come the mystic Close, 
Evermore and evermore. 

 

By his word was all created; He commanded and 'twas done; 
Earth and sky and boundless ocean, universe of three in one, 

All that sees the moon's soft radiance, all that breathes beneath the sun, 
Evermore and evermore. 

 

He assumed this mortal body, frail and feeble, doomed to die, 
That the race from dust created might not perish utterly, 

Which the dreadful Law had sentenced in the depths of hell to lie, 
Evermore and evermore. 

 

O how blest that wondrous birthday, when the Maid the curse retrieved, 
Brought to birth mankind's salvation, by the Holy Ghost conceived; 
And the Babe, the world's Redeemer, in her loving arms received, 

Evermore and evermore. 
 

This is he, whom seer and sybil sang in ages long gone by; 
This is he of old revealed in the page of prophecy; 

Lo! he comes, the promised Saviour; let the world his praises cry! 
Evermore and evermore. 

 

Sing, he heights of heav'n, his praises; Angels and Archangels, sing! 
Wheresoe'er ye be, ye faithful, let your joyous anthems ring, 

Ev'ry tongue his name confessing, countless voices answering, 
Evermore and evermore. 

 
 
Fourth Lesson Isaiah 11: 1-9 Marie Williams, Choir 

The Prophet foretells that the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One. 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
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 the spirit of counsel and might,  
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
 their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
 on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 
Carol “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” 

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesses's lineage coming as men of old have sung. 
It came, a flowered bright, amid the cold of winter, 

When half spent was the night. 
 

Isaiah 'twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, 
With Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind. 

To show God's love aright, she bore to men a Savior, 
When half spent was the night. 
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This Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
Dispel in glorious splendor the darkness every-where; 

True man, yet very God, from sin and death he saves us, 
And lightens every load. 

 

 
Fifth Lesson Luke 1: 26-33 Sandy Chaleski, Choir 

The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  
The virgin's name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one!  The 
Lord is with you."  But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 
 

 
Carol “The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came” 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

 

“For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honor thee, 

thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 

“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.” 
Most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say 
“Most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 
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Sixth Lesson Luke 2: 1-7 Kirsten Peterson, 
  Organist and Choirmaster 

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
 
 
Carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 
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Seventh Lesson Luke 2: 8-18 Lois Hunt, Warden 
The Shepherds go to the Manger. 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us."  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
 
 
Carol “In the Bleak Midwinter” 

In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: 

In the bleak midwinter a stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 

Enough for him, whom Cherubim worship night and day, 
a breastful of milk and a mangerful of hay: 

Enough for him, whom angles fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel which adore. 
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Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
But only his mother, in her maiden bliss, 

Worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 
 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can a give him give my heart. 

 
 
Eighth Lesson Matthew 2: 1-11 Lisa Richardon, Choir 

The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus. 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews?  For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage."  When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born.  They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  
for from you shall come a ruler  
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage."  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
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Carol “The First Noel” 

The first Nowell the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

 

  Refrain:           Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Born is the King of Israel. 

 

They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night. 
 

Refrain: 
 

And by the light of that same star 
Three wise men came from country far; 

To seek for a king was their intent, 
And to follow the star wherever it went. 

 

Refrain 
 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 

And there it did both stop and stay 
Right over the place where Jesus lay. 

 

Refrain 
 

Then entered in those wise men three 
Full reverently upon their knee, 

And offered there in his presence 
Their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. 

 

Refrain 
 

Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 

That hath made heaven and earth of nought, 
And with his blood our life hath bought. 

 

Refrain 
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Ninth Lesson John 1: 1-14 Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 
St. John unfolds the mystery of the Incarnation. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 
 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
 
Carol “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come, and behold him, born the King of angels: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 

God of God, Light from Light, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 

Very God, begotten, not created: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
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O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God, glory in the highest; 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 
 
Prayer The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 
 
 
Carol “Night of Silence/Silent Night” 

Cold are the people, winter of life, 
We tremble in shadows this cold endless night, 

Frozen in the snow lie roses sleeping, 
Flowers that will echo the sunrise, 
Fire of hope is our only warmth, 

Weary, its flame will be dying soon. 
 

Voice in the distance, call in the night, 
On wind you enfold us, you speak of the light, 

Gentle on the ear you whisper softly 
Rumors of a dawn so embracing, 

Breathless love awaits darkened souls, 
Soon will we know of the morning. 
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Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia 

Christ, the Savior is born! 
Christ the savior is born! 

 

Spirit among us, shine like the star, 
 your light that guides shepherds and kings from afar, 

shimmer in the sky so empty, lonely, 
rising in the warmth of your Son’s love, 

Star unknowing of night and day, 
Spirit we wait for your loving Son. 

 
 
The Blessing The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 
 
 
Closing Hymn “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled! 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem! 

Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King! 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity. 
Pleased as man with us to dwell; Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King! 
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Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in his wings; 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King! 
 
 
Organ Postlude Festival Prelude on "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing" Neil Harmon 
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