
   

 

The Law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
- JOHN 1:17 

Dearly Beloved in Christ, 

L ast Sunday, at the start of our worship, we recited the Ten Commandments, 

also known as the Decalogue, or the Law, followed by the confession and 

pardon of sin.  This coming Sunday, we will hear these Commandments again in 

our first lesson from Exodus. 

Moses and the Israelites received God’s Law, and it bore witness against them, 

convicting them of sin and pointing out their need for a savior.  It does the same 

for us today, revealing life in terms of God’s standards, but at the same time 

dealing death in our inability to meet them.  Jesus fulfilled the Law by keeping it 

perfectly, and died for our sins to save us from all condemnation.  

Under the new covenant, the Law remains relevant in holding up God’s 

righteousness while bringing us into the grace and truth of Jesus, who 

summarized the Law by calling us to love God and our neighbor; and even 

further defined it for his followers by calling us to love on another as He loves 

us.  As we receive Christ, we are God’s beloved, forgiven, restored and called 

to the life of God centered upon divine love.  So, as we once again hear God’s 

Law this Sunday, may we experience the grace and truth of Jesus our Savior 

who shows us, as St. Paul affirmed, “that those who love fulfill the law” (Romans 

13:10). 

Lenten peace, 

March 4, 2021 
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We are open for in-person services on Sundays 

at 8:00 am & 10:30 am for Holy Communion!

Welcome 
 

If you plan on joining us in 

person, please review our 

safety protocols ahead of time.  

You can read them by clicking 

HERE..  
 

 Thank you for wearing your 
mask properly, covering your 
mouth & nose at all times. 

 Thank you for following the 
ushers directions. 

 Thank you for being respectful 
of others needs, spaces and 
beliefs as we all deal with the 
Connecticut Covid-19 Phase 
2.1 Guidelines. 

 

https://saintpaulsbrookfield.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61c3c0e1c85361da820ab8127&id=90a75e6aee&e=14cdd37596
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Rood [ \ˈrüd\ ] 

Rood (noun) … a crucifix, 
especially one positioned above the 
rood screen of a church or on a beam 
over the entrance to the chancel.   

The term “rood,” from Old English, 
means cross.  Rood screens were used 
as early as the twelfth century to 
separate the chancel or choir from the 
nave.  The rood screen was 
surmounted with a rood beam on 
which was placed a crucifix or 
Christus Rex.  Candles and other 
figures such as the Virgin Mary and St. 
John might also be placed on the rood 
screen.  The rood screen was at times 
used to separate the monastic chapter 
in the chancel from the laity in the 
nave.  Such divisions of the 
congregation have not been 
encouraged in modern liturgical 
practice, and rood screens are seldom 
used today. 

†  Ih-pis-kuh-puh l  Dik-shuh-ner-ee   

(Episcopal Dictionary) 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Mar   4 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  1:00 pm - Lenten Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Sat, Mar   6 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
Sun, Mar   7    
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s?  (Zoom) 

Mon, Mar   8 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Tue, Mar   9 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Wed, Mar 10 -10:00 am - Online Healing Prayer Service  (Facebook Live) 
  11 - 2 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
Thu, Mar 11 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sat, Mar 13 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  11:00 am - Reading Scripture Aloud Training  (Zoom) 
Sun, Mar 14    
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://zoom.us/j/99798884632?wd=ZWdxNEwrbmdIMUJacXo4L29KVEpOQT09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
https://zoom.us/j/93571720162?pwd=V0JTejJWT2pMSlY2K2xJdWYvazlrZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88625535022?pwd=QTlCV1Q0aXRSMWpDQS82djNNK2Zjdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/93571720162?pwd=V0JTejJWT2pMSlY2K2xJdWYvazlrZz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  The Temple of His Body 

 

Exodus 20:1-17  •  Psalm 19  •  1 Corinthians 1:18-25  •  John 2:13-22 
 

“T he Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  In the temple 
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated 

at their tables” (John 2:13-14).  Animal sacrifice was an accepted and vital part of temple 
worship, for which worshipers made a monetary offering.  The moneychangers in the temple 
precinct exchanged coins with imperial or pagan images for legal Tyrian coinage.  On the 
surface, nothing is wrong or out of order.  This incident perhaps stands as a reminder that, 
under the calm surface of right religion, there can be a torrent of corruption. 

How much profit did the moneychangers make in the transaction?  Jesus said that “my 
Father’s house” has become a “house of market.”  And did 
the religion to which Jesus belonged forget that the 
Temple was to be “a house of prayer for all people” (Isa. 
56:7)?  Amid questions we cannot answer, we have the 
firm promise of a New Temple raised up after three days, 
the temple of the body of Jesus, of which we are members 
and living stones. 
 The body of Jesus is constructed of a human nature, 
humanity generally and individually.  He is a Jew who is 
first and foremost a human being like all other human 
beings.  His body is universal, his human nature universal, 
and his divinity inexhaustible.  He is the temple of the 
universe.  He is everywhere and at all times “in my 
Father’s house.” 
 “The Word became flesh and lived among us” (John 
1:14).  Jesus was among us and still is, though not merely 
as one of us.  He is among us as the temple once torn 
down and restored.  “Destroy this temple,” Jesus said, 
“and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19).  Risen, 
the temple of his body bore the wounds of his passion and 
death.  Resurrection is not, therefore, a simple reversal, 
but an assumption of all that Jesus suffered and endured, 
all that humans everywhere have suffered and endured, 
and the evil done one to another - an eternal victory over 
evil by the forgiveness of the Father. 
 The cross is scandalous and foolish.  Is it not a curse, 
is it not ridicule, torture, and rejection: Is it not everything 

from which we want to be saved?  Is it not death?  The body of Jesus is a cross.  “Lord Jesus 
Christ, you stretched out your loving arms on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might 
come within the reach of your saving embrace” (Morning Prayer, p. 101).  His loving 
embrace and his wounds are a world without end.  The last word for his executioners is a 
plea for forgiveness.  “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing” (Luke 23:34). 

It is impossible to look at Jesus without seeing what we have done.  For all the goodness 
of human beings, there is no denying our propensity for what is vile and violent, vicious and 
cruel, narrow and petty.  All our worst fell upon him.  He was betrayed, falsely condemned, 
tortured in soul and body, hung out to die.  The work of human beings! 

Risen from the dead, Jesus looks out upon a guilty world, a world fallen and frantic, a 
world steeped in violence, and he says, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).  Jesus is the scandal of forgiveness, 
and forgiveness is nothing less than the impossibility of resurrection from the dead. 
 

Look It Up: 
Exodus 20:2 
 

Think About It: 
Your God has delivered you from sin and death.        - from The Living Church, 2021 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=481736765
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†  A Humble Servant  

 

“Now Moses was a very humble man, 
more so than any man on the face of the earth.” 

 Numbers 12:3 
by Steve Hemming 

 

O 
ne day, back in the spring of 1979, I found myself meandering about the 
grounds of the National Shrine of the Divine Mercy at Eden Hill in Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts.  I was deeply troubled, lonely, and lost.  From seemingly out of 

nowhere, a man approached me, and introduced himself as Fr. Seraphim Michalenko. 
Starting that very day, Fr. Seraphim began to share Jesus and the Word of God with me.  

Over the course of the next year, Fr. Seraphim used a variety of materials, particularly from 
Derek Prince Ministries, to help me develop an understanding of the Word, and of Jesus, the 
Word.1  Clearly, the Lord used him to plant a seed of faith in me which eventually bore fruit 
when I accepted Jesus into my heart as Lord and Savior. 

We remained friends over the years and kept in close contact with one another through 
face-to-face visits, phone conversations, mail, and email.  After being unable to reach Fr. 
Seraphim through various means two weeks ago, I did some investigating, and found out 
that our Father had recently brought him home to heaven. 

Without question, Fr. Seraphim was the humblest 
person I had ever met.  He was reluctant to say much about 
himself, and rarely spoke about his accomplishments, 
which were numerous. 

Jesus tells us, "Whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 2  
The Greek work for humbles is tapeinoó - which is to 
make or bring low, to debase.  It describes a person who is 
devoid of all arrogance and self-exaltation; a person who is 
willingly submitted to God and His will. 

Jesus' time on earth exemplified this form of humility, 
as the Apostle Paul wrote; "And being found in appearance 
as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.  Therefore, God also 
has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is 
above every name." 3 

As followers of Christ, we are called to clothe 
ourselves with the same humility toward one another, 
because it is written, "God opposes the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble." 4  When we humble ourselves under 
God's mighty hand, He will exalt us in His perfect timing.5 

Fr. Seraphim consistently submitted himself to God, 
entrusting his entire life to Christ.  He was always 
available and ready to say "yes" to the Lord. 

After he was ordained on May 20, 1956, Fr. Seraphim held various administrative roles 
in his Province and in the Congregation's Generalate in Rome, as well as pastoral roles in 
Eastern Rite parishes in Australia, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut.  He served as vice-
postulator for North America in the canonization cause of Sr. Faustina, an assignment he 
held for more than 20 years.  He spent more than three years in Rome, making a significant 
contribution to the successful conclusion of Sr. Faustina's beatification and canonization 
processes. 

These endeavors just scratch the surface of Fr. Seraphim's long list of achievements.  
His efforts on behalf of the Lord touched tens of thousands all around the world.  Fr. 
Seraphim was so highly regarded and beloved, that upon receiving word of his passing, 
thousands of letters, cards, and emails poured in, to express condolences.  And over 35,000 
people viewed the streamed funeral mass that was held in Stockbridge on his behalf. 

Although I already miss Fr. Seraphim dearly, I know that I will see him again in 
paradise.  In the meantime, it is my desire to emulate his sincere humility and the genuine 

(Continued on page 6) 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
“Cleansing of the Temple,” 

16th century 
Pieter Aertsen (1508-1575) 

Private Collection 
 

P 
ieter 
Aertsen, 
called Lange 

Piet (“Tall Pete”) 
because of his height, 
was a Dutch painter 
in the style of 
Northern Mannerism.  
He is credited with 
the invention of the 
monumental genre 
scene, which 
combines still life and 
genre painting and 
often also includes a 
biblical scene in the 
background.  He was 
active in his native 
city Amsterdam but 
also worked for a 
long period in 
Antwerp, then the 
center of artistic life 
in the Netherlands.  
He married 
Kathelijne 
Beuckelaar.  Of the 
couple’s eight 
children, three sons, 
Pieter, Aert, and Dirk 
became successful 
painters.  

lovingkindness he expressed 
toward everyone he 
encountered. 

Abba Father, thank you for 
bringing Fr. Seraphim into my 
life so many years ago, and for 
our enduring friendship.  May 
I serve You with the same 
devotion and exuberant faith 
that he had, all the rest of my 
days, until I am united with 
You in glory.  In Jesus' name I 
pray.  Amen. 

 

“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you.” 
  - James 4:10 

(Continued from page 5) 

  1  John 1:1  
  2  Matthew 23:12  

  3  Philippians 2:8-9  
  4  1 Peter 5:5  

  5  1 Peter 5:6  
 

A Humble Servant  

 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=481826714
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=481826747
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=481826784
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=481826817
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=481826852
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBWFx8561m4&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBWFx8561m4&feature=emb_logo
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Tuesday 

Nights at 7 pm 

†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 
 

Attention all ladies!  Our study is growing in numbers and enthusiasm. 

They meet weekly on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 pm and are currently studying the 1st 
Book of Samuel.  Next week they will focus on 1 Samuel chapter 15  

All women are welcome to join them on Tuesday nights at 7pm.  Perhaps you would like 
to come for the remaining weeks of Lent?  There is no prep work needed, just come and feel 
welcome. 

All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!! 

To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?
pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09   

Questions about the study or Zoom?  

Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“You shall not carve idols for yourselves in the shape 
of anything…”        – Exodus 20:4 

 

H ow many “gods” do you put before God?  “Idols” 
do not always take the shape of physical things, 

things we can touch and feel.  Those are easy to recognize.  
Many times they take the form of things we cannot touch 
and are much harder to spot like pride, power, ego, time, 
comfort or health. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C916e1b1badbd492d4c7708d8d7983978%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637496396078850049%7CUnk
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C916e1b1badbd492d4c7708d8d7983978%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637496396078850049%7CUnk
mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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†  Reading Scripture Aloud 
 

O ne of the great blessings of the traditions of the Episcopal church is hearing the 
Scriptures read aloud on a regular basis in our worship services.  In the same way 

that musicians or other artists benefit from improving their skills and training, so can those 
who serve as Scripture readers as they contribute to the overall worship experience. 

We are pleased to hold a seminar on “Reading Scripture Aloud” on March 13, 2021 at 
11:00 am. 

The seminar will cover the following topics: 
• - The significance and role public Scripture Reading in Worship 
• - Why does it matter and why should we invest time in doing it well? 
• - Preparing to read 
• -How to read, process, and seek to understand a passage in the Holy Spirit 
• - Practical steps to preparation 
• - Deliver the reading 
• - Using the body and voice to 

communicate God’s Word 
• - Includes exercises and 

practical suggestions 
• - Practicum 
• Preparing and Reading a 

passage together 
 

If you are a current lector or 
intercessor, or would like to be, we 
encourage you to attend this traiming 
session.  It will be held in the church 
with normal COVID protocols.  It will 
also be available on Zoom and 
YouTube. 

Lenten Bible Study on the 2nd Letter of Peter 

J oin us for a special Lenten Bible Study with Fr. Joe each Thursday 

from 1 to 2 pm on Zoom.  We’ll explore how God’s power has 

given Christians everything they need to 

live godly lives.  Starting Feb. 18th, 

check our website for the Zoom link. 

 

†  Con Man in Marble 
 

M 
arch 6 is  the birthday of Michelangelo 
Buonarroti, Italian sculptor, architect, and 
painter, born in Tuscany, Italy, in 1475.  

He began his career as a kind of con man, forging a 
sculpture in the ancient Greek style in an effort to pass 
it off as an expensive antique.  The prospective buyer 
learned the truth and demanded a refund - but was so 
impressed with Michelangelo’s skill that he invited 
him to Rome.  The artist ended up staying, and by the 
end of his career, had been commissioned by nine 
consecutive popes - including Pope Julius II, who 
commissioned the Sistine Chapel ceiling. 

Michelangelo once said: “Every block of stone 
has a statue inside it, and it is the task of the sculptor 
to discover it.”  And again: “I saw the angel in the 
marble and carved until I set him free.” 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 

 

Thursday, March 4th 

Paul Cuffee  
Witness to the Faith among the Shinnecock, 1812 

 

B 
orn a member of the Shinnecock Tribe on March 
4, 1757, Paul Cuffee was converted to 
Christianity in his early twenties.  He was 

ordained in the Presbyterian Church and became a famous 
preacher and missionary to the native communities around 
the present-day Mastic Beach, at Hampton Bays, and at 
Montauk, all on Long Island, New York.  Known as “Priest 
Paul,” Cuffee was instrumental in working for the survival 
of native tribes.  He demonstrated particular gifts in 
bringing together a strong witness to the Christian faith in 
dialogue with those who held traditional native beliefs. 

Paul Cuffee strengthened the permanent presence of 
Native Americans in the area by establishing prayer 
meeting grounds in several locations.  These became safe 
havens for diplomatic talks and places where native people 

could practice spiritually.  He was a faithful advocate for his people and their way of life.  
Among the fruits of his efforts was the development of many allies of European descent, 
thus helping to ensure that Native Americans on Long Island could retain what little land 
they had left.  Part of Cuffee’s legacy can still be seen in the ceremonial “June Meeting” for 
the Shinnecock tribe that includes a Christian worship service, a tradition that continues to 
this day.  Paul Cuffee is remembered for being a “most eloquent speaker” and is mentioned 
in Uncle Tom’s Cabin, the influential anti-slavery novel by Harriet Beecher Stowe. 

Priest Paul is buried on a tiny plot of land at Canoe Place in Hampton Bays, his historic 
gravesite diminished by development on the Long Island Railroad.  His descendants 
continue mission work in the area that is a direct result of Priest Paul’s efforts.  His 
gravestone reads, “Erected by the New York Missionary Society, in memory of the Rev. 
Paul Cuffee, an Indian of the Shinnecock tribe, who was employed by the Society for the 
last thirteen years of his life, on the eastern part of Long Island, where he labored with 
fidelity and success.  Humble, pious and indefatigable in testifying the gospel of the grace of 
God, he finished his course with joy on the 7th of March, 1812, aged 55 years and 3 days.”) 

Our Daily Bread - The Our Daily 

Bread devotional pamphlet for 

March, April & May is now 

available on the table at the back of 

the church.  Or you can E-mail 

dszen@yahoo.com to have copy 

mailed to you.  Our Daily Bread 

contains a scripture verse and 

meditation for each day. 

“Be ready to give account for the hope that is within you.” 

                1 Peter 3:15 

mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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Greetings! 
 

W hat do Frances Ridley Havergal, Anne K. LeCroy, Joanne Roberts 
Graham, Mary Byrne, and Eleanor Hull have in common?  They are all 

women.  And they all have something to do with the hymns we're singing on Sunday. 
Deanne Hobson recently asked if I could focus on women's contributions to our 
worship music during the month of March, Women's History Month.  I agreed it was 
a good idea, but since she made that request after I had picked this week's music, I 
figured I'd start next week.  As it turns out, I don't have to! 

Frances Ridley Havergal was a 19th c English poet and hymn 
writer who is best known for the  hymn "Take My Life, and Let it 
Be."  We'll use this for our Gospel response on Sunday, a perfect 
reply to Jesus' cleansing of the temple by throwing out the 
merchants.  We, too, need to cleanse our souls from a reliance on 
material things.  

Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold.  
Take my intellect and use every power as thou shalt choose. 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store.  
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

 

Havergal once made the statement that after reading a book about Jesus, it "lifted 
her whole life into sunshine."  She was not widely recognized for her writings until 
after her death in 1879, but her legacy lives on in Havergal College, an Anglican 
private girl's school in Toronto that was named for her. 

Anne K. LeCroy, or more appropriately the Reverend Dr. 
Anne K. LeCroy, was a respected English professor and 
ordained Episcopal deacon, residing in Tennessee until her 
recent death in 2016.  Because of her knowledge of classical 
languages, she served as a consultant for the Hymn Text 
Committee of the Episcopal Church, no doubt for which she 
translated our offertory hymn "Lord Jesus, Sun of 
Righteousness" into English from its original Latin.  As far as 
my research led me, I'm pretty sure that our 1982 hymnal is 
the only one that contains this hymn.  (There is another 
hymn out there in the world called "Jesus, Sun of Righteousness" but that is an 
entirely different hymn!)  

I chose "Lord Jesus, Sun of Righteousness" for its Lenten theme, complete with 
phrases and words like "wandering ways," "penitence," "forgive us, Lord, our sin" and 
looking ahead to the time when we can be "one with you, Lord, risen from the tomb."  
But after the fact, I was intrigued by the expression "Sun of Righteousness."  The 
reference is from Malachi 4:2, which reads: "But for you who revere my name the sun 

(Continued on page 11) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 
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of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.  You shall go out leaping like 
calves from the stall."  I wanted to understand the context better so I read all of the 
passage which is quite powerful, but what struck me most was two verses later: 
"Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I 
commanded him at Horeb for all Israel."  What a coincidence that it's a reference to 
our Old Testament reading this week!  Not that it matters, I just love those 
unexpected connections, so I thought I'd share. 

Unfortunately, I could find very little about Joanne Roberts Graham, other than 
the fact that she composed the song "The Law of the Lord is Perfect" in 1969.  The 
text is verses 7-10 and 14 of our psalm for this week, Psalm 19, and singing it gives us 
a perfect opportunity to reflect on the importance of God's word as law, testimony, 
precepts, and commandments…in addition to the acknowledgement that God's word 
is worth far more than silver and gold, these material possessions.  We look to God's 
wisdom, not our own. 

 

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word. 
Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise. 

 

These lines are from our 
closing hymn, and one of my 
very favorites: "Be Thou My 
Vision."  The text of this hymn 
found its way to hymnals all 
over the world thanks to two 
women, Mary Byrne and 
Eleanor Hull.  The words, 
which date back to at least the 
8th C, was an Old Irish poem 
called Rop tú mo Baile, and 
there is little definitive 
evidence of its authorship.  
Byrne, a 25-year old scholar of 
Irish literature, translated the text into English.  That was in 1905.  Upon its 
publication, it reached the attention of Hull, an English scholar of Old Irish 
literature, who versified the text…or put it into the poetic verses we now sing as a 
hymn.  That was in 1912.  The completed version consists of five verses, although 
typically only four—the four we'll sing Sunday—make it into hymnbooks with any 
consistency.  For that reason, I've included the "missing" middle verse as a closer, 
after which you can listen to a lovely rendition sung by Nathan Pacheco with piano 
and cello accompaniment. 

Be Thou my battle Shield, Sword for the fight; 
Be Thou my Dignity, Thou my Delight; 
Thou my soul’s Shelter, Thou my high Tower: 
Raise Thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 

 
Peace and blessings, Kirsten  

(Continued from page 10) 

 

Choir Notes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihJAJA4ibEs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihJAJA4ibEs
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my 
wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home.  I 
hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea 
it could still feel like corporate worship even though we are all 
separated.  It's an understatement to say it was very comforting to 
come together during this anxious time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who 
may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The 
services can be watched live or later 
online.  Just click on the YouTube 

button or tab on our website for more info.   

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

 The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is currently studying, The Holy Spirit, via 

ZOOM weekly on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am - 11 am. 

 This insightful study will lead to an empowering discovery of how your Christian 

walk can be transformed by the Holy Spirit - a divine Person, not simply an influence 

or power.  He is part of the Godhead and we need to understand and depend on the 

Spirit just as Jesus did.  Here you will find the keys steps to take in order to 

experience ore of the power and presence of the Holy Spirit in you life. 

 Workbooks are by Selwyn Hughes with Ian Sewter, Cover to cover - The Holy 

Spirit: Understanding and Experiencing Him and can be purchased online at 

www.christianbook.com. 

 Please contact Debbi Pomeroy by email at 

debbi415@aol.com if you will be attending. 

Zoom Link: Click HERE 

 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for making 
your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from your 

checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program offers 
convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be 
no changes if you choose to still use your present method of 
giving.  The system is simple using the following steps 
below. 

Sign on to the church website at 
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” 
button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create 
Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  After 
you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions 
to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.christianbook.com/holy-spirit-understanding-and-experiencing-him/selwyn-hughes/9781853452543/pd/452541?event=ESRCG
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88625535022?pwd=QTlCV1Q0aXRSMWpDQS82djNNK2Zjdz09
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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†  The Holy Land, Walking in Jesus' Footsteps  

†  The Temple Mount   
 

T 
hese 35 acres have been called the most valuable real estate in the world today.  It 
was here on this man-made platform that Jesus was presented as a baby, 
worshipped God, and was left 

behind at Passover as a boy.  As a man, 
He flipped over the moneychanger 
tables, castigated the hypocrisy of 
Scribes and Pharisees, and proclaimed 
Himself the Messiah. 

Definitely the highlight of our trips, 
both above and below ground, it can be 
challenging to sort out this ancient city 
since it changed hands so many times.  
Originally chosen because of the Gihon 
Spring, this trapezoid became the 
spiritual center of the universe for Jews, 
Muslims, and Christians. 

Also known as Mount Moriah, this 
is where Abraham offered up his son 
Isaac (Genesis 22), the site of the windy 
threshing floor that David bought from 
the Jebusites for the first Temple (2 
Chronicles 3:1), and where Solomon 
would ultimately build the temple around 950 BC.  His Temple stood here for over 400 
years until the Babylonians destroyed it in 586 BC.  The Temple was rebuilt when Cyrus 
sent the Jews home under the guidance of Zerubabbel (538 BC) and Ezra (515), although it 
took a long time to complete and was not nearly as grand as the first Temple. 

Herod the Great began the 80-plus year Temple re-build in 20 BC, enlarging 
this Second Temple to hold more worshippers, and thereby make more money from 
them.  In the massive project, he buried Solomon’s Palace.  Josephus described it as 
“a structure more noteworthy than any under the sun.  The height of the portico was 
so great that if anyone looked down from its rooftop he would become dizzy.”  
It was this Temple that Titus destroyed in 70 AD, when he crushed the Great 
Revolt and left the rubble Jesus had predicted (Matthew 24). 

Hadrian demolished the city again around 130 AD, built a new city here called 
Aelia Capitolina, and set up his own temple to the god Venus.  Part of this effort 
was to destroy the site of the resurrection tomb and Golgotha by filling it in with 
rubble and dirt.  The new Christian Emperor Constantine removed the rubble and built the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre 200 years later. 

The Dome of the Rock, where Muslims think Muhammad ascended to Heaven, 
dominates the heights now.  In the 7th century, the Muslims conquered Jerusalem and 

(Continued on page 14) 

2021 Holy Land Trip 

We have our new 

dates for our summer 

pilgrimage to Israel!  

We leave on August 

12th and return on the 

22nd.  This trip will 

cover all the basics 

and have many 

optional add-ons.  

Updated brochures for 

the trip will be 

available now in the 

back of the church or 

by e-mailing 

dszen@yahoo.com. 

Photo of the 

Temple Mount by 

Andrew Shiva 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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erected the Dome of the 
Rock.  The inside is not open to 
non-Muslims (although you can 
sometimes get up to see the 
outside area in the morning).  In 
1537, the Sultan Suleiman the 
Magnificent built the present 
day walls around the city.  They 
were rebuilt on the foundations 
of walls from the Second 
Temple and the Roman 
expansion. 

There are several Gates to 
the city of Jerusalem, with the 
Golden Gate (the East Gate) 
being the most important and 
impressive because the Messiah 
will return and walk through it 
(Ezekiel 44:1-3).  The stones 
date to the time of Nehemiah 
(445 BC), and it is the only gate 
Suleiman did not rebuild.  
Suleiman sealed this gate 
instead, and just in case the 
walled up gate failed to stop the 
Messiah, they added a Muslim 
cemetery in front of the gate to 
thwart His approach. 

Perhaps the most emotional stop for all tourists is the Western Wall (Wailing Wall), a 
185-foot retaining wall that surrounded the Temple platform (not actually part of the Temple 
itself).  When the Romans destroyed the Temple in 70 AD, they brazenly left this retaining 
wall as a testament to their power. 

Just south of the Western Wall, at the far corner, is Robinson’s Arch (named after the 
American archaeologist Edward Robinson), which is now just a 50-foot stub.  It was 
originally a staircase from the Herodian street up to the Temple.  This street is original to the 
time of Christ (you can see several shops here from this time period), and so is the damage 
the Romans did to it when they threw down blocks of stone from the Temple’s destruction.  
Their boulders can even be seen in the smashed ceiling of the tunnel beneath the street! 

Half of the Wall is below ground, where the famous “Rabbinical Tunnel” runs through 
the north end of the room formed by the arch closest to the Western Wall.  The underground 
areas are fascinating archaeologically, allowing you to get within meters of the Holy of 
Holies site underneath the Second Temple.  These tunnels reveal the massive lower Wall 
stones, the foundation of everything above, which sit right on the bedrock (one stone weighs 
over 500 tons and is 40 feet long–the largest stone ever quarried).  The skill in their 
construction is evidenced by how tight they fit together, barely allowing a sheet of paper to 
pass between them. 

Standing on these 35 acres, where the Temple sacrifices centered the Jewish people’s 
love for the God of Abraham, is an emotional experience that is almost beyond description.  
No wonder so many weep at the Western Wall. 

(Continued from page 13) 
The Temple Mount 

Israel's fastest-in-
the world vaccine 
campaign reached 
more than 50% of 
its citizens last 
Sunday. 50% have 
received at least 
one dose and 
nearly 40% have 
been fully 
vaccinated. 

Israel has 
reopened swathes 
of its economy 
including malls 
and leisure 
facilities. 

Shops are open 
to all, but access to 
gyms, hotels and 
theatres was 
limited to people 
with a “Green 
Pass”: those who 
have had both 
doses of the 
vaccine more than 
a week prior, or 
recovered from the 
disease with 
presumed immuni-
ty. 

Pass-holders 
prove their status 
by presenting a 
vaccination 
certificate or 
downloading a 
health ministry app 
linked to their 
medical files. 

J esus displays anger at the way in which 
people have used his “Father’s house” 

for their own selfish ends.  How do we, 
as faithful stewards, respond, when we 
perceive injustice in our world? 
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 †  A Theology of Suffering Is the Hope We Need in Missions 
by Will Brooks, An OMF Missionary serving in Thailand. 

 

W 
hen you walk into the Black church house in the US you will get a theology of 
hope.  One that has been forged in the crucible of suffering and a longing for 
God’s justice. 

When I think of my testimony in terms of context, I think back to my first lesson in 
theology from my grandmother. 

My grandmother lived in Beaumont, Texas for a long time by herself.  When she was 
younger, grandmother walked door to door selling insurance.  But both grandmother and her 
neighborhood were aging, and the neighborhood struggled increasingly with crime and 
poverty.  My mom and my aunt tried to convince 
grandmother to leave and move in with them.  
With each rejection, they added more protective 
measures to grandmother’s house - burglar bars 
and alarm systems - the house having suffered 
multiple burglaries. 

I remember sitting at grandmother’s house 
one day, turning to her to ask, “Grandmother, 
aren’t you afraid, living in this house by yourself, 
‘cause you know you had a few break-ins?”  
Grandmother looked with knowing eyes and 
replied, “No baby, I’m not afraid because I don’t 
live here by myself.  I live here with three other 
men.” 

After just enough time for me to gasp and 
look with confused horror, grandmother 
continued, “Baby, I live here with the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit.  They take care of me, 
and so I have nothing to fear.”  That was my first theology lesson about the triune God, 
rooted deep within the context of the physical realities of life with my family. 

My spiritual heritage was born in the context of watching life happen in my family and 
in our cultural community.  Looking back, watching grandmother living in hard situations 
with hope and with joy, standing in the love of Christ no matter how challenging the 
circumstances, left an indelible mark on me.  It would bear fruit as I journeyed with the Lord 
and each observed experience became a thread the Lord was weaving in the tapestry of my 
story. 

THE WEIGHT OF GLORY IN EACH OF OUR STORIES 
All of us, as followers of Christ, have been given a story.  This is no normal story; but 

ours is a story upheld by two remarkable and grace-filled truths. 
First, Jesus promised that we the storytellers would be given The Spirit of truth who 

would lead us to the knowledge of God’s revealed truth, while playing a key agent in 
sanctifying us in the truth (John 14:15-17, 26; 16:12-15; 17:17-19). 

Second, Jesus prayed for His disciples to have His glory, a prayer meant for every 
disciple, that they would be His glory bearer no matter their station in life. 

In short, your story carries the weight of glory, all to prepare you to be sent into the 
world, as Jesus was sent, as a witness to the truth (John 14-17). 

As God pours His revelation into us, we express this interaction with the divine through 
the construct of who we are, experiential/social context and all.  That expression is what I 
mean by our story.  We bear witness to the work of God the Father and His Son the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Our stories are God revealing Himself to us and through us that the nations 
would hear and see the testimony of Christ through His people. Glory bearers bearing 
witness to His glory. 

This means that each individual, each family, each culture, gives nuance to the 
understanding of God’s story as it is revealed through their person, through their context.  
As such, our stories are meant to be expressed in community, a shared articulation of the 
reality of God, in such a way that we see a fuller revelation of the character of God in 
community than we do if we are by ourselves.  We mustn’t forget, this is by design (e.g. 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Rom 12:4-5; Eph 4:15-16)! Hearing each other’s stories is indeed a way in which we see 
Jesus more clearly. 

With this in mind I would suggest, as witnesses of God’s character in His glory, we all 
have a theological contribution to make to the body of Christ.  That theology is shaped by 
our stories.  It’s in what Christ has done in us, through us, for us.  Theology formed from a 
global perspective (or community) means that we as His people need each other to be His 
complete body (e.g. 1 Cor 12-13).  When we are lacking each other’s stories we have an 
incomplete theology. 

I believe this is the opportunity we face at this particular point in the history of the 
Church on mission with Jesus.  We might suggest we have seen an incomplete theology in 
our missionary efforts because we have lacked key voices in our theological process. 

While it might be a healthy exercise to explain these absences, I can say I have come 
from a tradition that is greatly underrepresented in global missions, the Black American 
church.  I can also say, while serving in East Asia as a missionary, that I have seen places 
where my cultural tradition’s voice could have played a unique and helpful role in our 
team’s endeavors. 

THE BLACK CHURCH HAS A THEOLOGY OF HOPE 
For instance, if we’re talking about the unique voice of the black church and her 

potential theological contribution to missions, we’ve got to talk about, amongst other 
things, justice, suffering and hope.  I can tell you beyond a shadow of a doubt, when you 
walk into the Black church house in the US you will get a theology of hope.  One that has 
been forged in the crucible of suffering and a longing for God’s justice.  This theological 
flavor is needed around the world.  It is also a unique expression that is absent on the 
mission field, because those that carry that story are themselves largely absent from the 
field.  Consider the following reflection. 

MY STORY IMPACTS WHO I AM AS A MISSIONARY 
While growing up it was common to hear older aunties share their stories of how the 

Lord provided for electricity bills, rent or more. 
They had little to make ends meet, but never let their circumstances rob them of their 

God given dignity.  They walked through hard times knowing they remained God’s 
children and that He would see them through it all. 

And then there were stories from my father, who worked in a company that had many 
who made it clear they didn’t want my father as a coworker (particularly at the beginning).  
There were threats and attempts to undo my father, but his life verse, Psalm 121, would 
always seem to be lived out in the hope of God’s care and glory.  My dad told me as years 
went by, he and his friends formed something of a hotline.  If the day presented challenges 
that were too much, they would call each other and head out to walk and pray together, 
waiting together on the Lord’s strength to face challenges, injustice and evil with God’s 

grace. 
 On a personal level, I grew up hearing the 
grandmothers and aunties share their testimony 
on Sunday’s about how the Lord brought them 
through some stuff.  I watched my mom and my 
dad and saw how they walked by faith in Christ 
as the Lord brought them through too. 
 That was my testimony.  Seeing my family 
stand in their identity in Christ even when much 
of the world around them sought to rob them of 
that identity and plunder their dignity by 
debasing the image of God in them. 
 There’s so much of that story that spoke to 
me, that I’m able to now speak to others in the 
context of being a missionary in Thailand.  Part 

of that has to do with justice.  Part of that has to do with suffering. 
THE SUFFERING DARK CHILD OF THAILAND 

You see in Thailand, often times dark skinned children are seen as outwardly marked 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 

Theology of Suffering Is the Hope 
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We are holding our annual Coat 

Drive to benefit the various 

agencies in Danbury supported by 

the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a 

Hanger” from the rack we’ll have 

at the back of the church this 

weekend.  Check your closets for 

those unused coats.  And “Fill a 

Hanger.”  Bring it back to St. 

Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on 

the back of someone who needs it. 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

†  Come Saturday Morning 
 

E ach Saturday morning from 
7:30 - 9 am our John 21-12 

group meets for lively theological 
discussion.  They have met 
continuously throughout the 
pandemic.  Join them at Theo’s 
Downtown Diner in New Milford, 
which has indoor.  All are welcome. 

 

with their skin for having bad karma.  They are assumed and treated as the dumb one, the 
lower class one, the one who will suffer a lower life because of their past faults and “sin” in 
the Karmic cycle.  And this is their reality, juxtaposed to that of 
the light skinned child. 

When I have met this child at a school activity, in the 
community, or in a grown man or woman suffering from years 
of a false identity, there was a connection over shared story that 
is felt down to my core. 

Did I need to take care not to define this connection solely 
by my culture and experience?  You bet!  But it was a starting 
point that allowed us to begin to walk together as one story 
connected to another, giving us the opportunity to hear THE story, together. 

Now, just like that, I have a part in creating an environment for a more whole theology 
in Thailand.  Suffering is a big thing in Thailand and I have a theology of suffering that the 
Lord has given me as a person. 

My story is given by the Lord to me to share with brothers and sisters in Thailand. 
Because he meets people where they are, that they too may be given a story of God’s glory. 

 
Will Brooks 

 Will Brooks is from Lake Jackson, Texas.  In 1999 Will journeyed to 
Thailand to serve with OMF International (formerly Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship), where he met his wife Meng En who had come from Taiwan to 
serve with OMF as well.  After completing studies at Dallas Seminary, Will 
and Meng En returned to Thailand with OMF as a family.  They were then 
blessed with their daughter, Hadassah, who was born while they served in 
Thailand.  Together the Brooks engage in church planting ministry in the 
Central Region of Thailand.  Their ministry includes soccer outreach, 
disciple-making and church planting training, home school, and more! 

(Continued from page 17) Theology of Suffering Is the Hope 

https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
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New Dates: August 12-22, 2021 

†  What Do You Want to Be Free From? 
 

Every day, we all walk around with baggage.  It can weigh us down while slowly 

wearing us out. 

Some of us may be holding on to old resentments, maybe we are lonely or isolated 

or maybe some of just find it hard to love ourselves.    

It can trap us, keeping us from experiencing the abundant life around us.   

What if you could be free from this stuff that tangles us up?  What if you knew you 

could be free through an encounter of love.  The kind of love everlasting that 

comes from experiencing the powerful the Heart of the Father.   

Through this personal and loving prayer ministry you can break the chains that 

bind you – and can experience a life renewed through the power of Jesus.   

All you have to do is say yes.  

Click here for a brief introduction:  https://www.heartofthefather.com.   

Available to all 

through our St. Paul’s 

Unbound Prayer 

Ministry.  Questions?  

Contact Fr. Joe or 

Mary Perry at 

maryperry2@me.com  

N ot only as part of the Penitential Order, used often during 

Lent, but in Sunday’s Old Testament lesson, are the Ten 

Commandments outlined.  Even as we remember and honor those 

mandates, we look toward Maundy Thursday and Jesus’ offering 

not only Himself, but of a new Covenant - that we should “love 

one another as He has loved us.”  If we seriously commit to 

making this love and respect an integral part of our daily lives, we 

have our spiritual/stewardship work cut out for us indeed! 

https://vimeo.com/459002727
https://vimeo.com/459002727
https://www.heartofthefather.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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†  Next Food Collection Drive -  

Wednesday March 10th 
 

O ur Drive Thru Food Collections 
continues to serve those affected 

by the COVID pandemic. 
Our next collection is March 10th 

from 11 am - 1 pm.  Recipients of the 
March 10th food drive will be St. James’ 
Daily Bread Food Pantry, Danbury and the 
Jericho Partnership.  The pantries we provide food 
to are still in need of our donations.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:  If you have an hour to spare on 
alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please 
contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.  We especially need a second 
vehicle.  

Thank you to all our volunteers and donors.  The pantries we serve are so 
grateful. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other Wednesday 
from 11 am - 1 pm.  We have now held 23 food drives since last April 
22.  Last week one truck delivered to the Jericho Food Pantry and the 
other was delivered to Christian Victory Center.  

 Our next food collection will be Wednesday, March 10th and will 
support the St. James’ Church’s, Daily Bread Food Pantry in Danbury 
and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

 Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many 
volunteers who have helped to load the trucks and deliver food to the 
pantries. 

 Shalom Garden Project - Thank you to the many home gardeners 
who have shared their bounty during our bi-weekly food collections.  
See you next spring! 

Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference - Currently, this ministry is 
sponsoring six at risk adults in our region.  

Meals are being provided by St. John’s in Washington, St. 
Mark’s in Bridgewater and St. Paul’s.  Meal preparers needed.  
If you are interested in making meals to support this ministry, 
please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.  Thank you to all 
who delivered meals for this week - it was really appreciated. 

We have now delivered over 700 meals to our neighbors!  
Thank you! 

Thank you all who participate in these food-related 
ministries:  Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable 
Gardeners.  We are so very grateful for your support in 
helping our neighbors in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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T 
im McManus celebrates tomorrow.  Vito Barbieri will be a year 

older and wiser on Saturday.  Throw a virtual party for Julianna 

Allen & Larry Wanzer on Sunday.  Alyssa Allen, Jim Beck & 

Spencer Mannion will be opening presents on Monday.  Ben Chaleski & 

Diana Mott blow out candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Restoring True Worship 
 

 Exodus 20:1-17 

I n our first lesson Moses gives the people the ten commandments that 
God spoke to him on Mount Sinai.  These precepts are at the heart of 

Israel’s law or Torah, and form the basis of the covenant with God established 
through Moses.  The first four commandments prescribe Israel’s relationship 
with God.  Those which follow require fundamental responsibilities in human 
relationships. 

 Psalm 19 
A hymn which glorifies the Creator God, with special praise for the law 

and a prayer for avoidance of sin. 
 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
In this epistle Paul directs the Corinthians’ attention to God’s way 

of using what is weak and lowly - even what the world regards as 
foolish - to accomplish God’s purposes.  Paul emphasizes this 
understanding because a number of these new Christians had come to 
think of themselves as especially gifted and wise.  Yet the cross has 
shown God active in the world in a manner surprising both to the 
Jews’ expectation of powerful signs and to the Greek’s desire for 
worldly wisdom. 

 John 2:13-22 
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ cleansing of the Jerusalem temple 

of its commercial activities, and his prediction that his body will 
become the new temple.  The fourth evangelist places this incident 
very early in Jesus’ ministry.  It signifies the need to cleanse religious 
practices of corrupting influences and to put in their place a new form of 
worship.  In 
the future 
Christians 
will worship 
God by 
sharing 
together in 
the risen life 
of Christ. 

  †  Sermon Shorts 
 

A  Name that Begins with ... God.  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

John 2:13-22 
Just as Jews continue to read 

the Passover in the first 

person plural, present tense; 

how this passage would sound 

to us if we read this as Jesus' 

cleansing our places of 

worship today?  Are there any 

habits we might have fallen into 

which are insulting God?  

  
  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  Gathering all that commands our prayers, let us intercede with our 

gracious God, praying for… 
 
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup and 
other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Barnabas’, Greenwich; Christ Church, Guilford; St. 
John’s, Guilford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Prison ministry and prison chaplains; the ECCT Faith 
Behind Bars & Beyond Ministry Network. 
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara 
Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Anthony, 
Denise, Lee Rybos, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, 
Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, 
James, Eve, Roger, Mike, Barbara, Jack, Fr. Bill Loring, Alex, Tim, Jan, Brenda and 
Todd continued healing. 
.....the people of the Independent State of Papua New Guinea; the people of Côte d'Ivoire; 
the bishop, clergy and laity of the Diocese of Aru in Province de L'Eglise Anglicane Du 
Congo; and our sister and brother members of the Pentecostal Churches of Christ. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March. 
.....Zion Pentecostal Church, Danbury, a church partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....That we may learn to turn away from false idols of our society - those visible and 
invisible. 
.....Towns and Rural Areas. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....For our divided and restless world, that those who hold power over others may be 
troubled and transformed by the demands of justice. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of 
Sword Points 

 

 

 Not your average 

day in the Temple. 

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

https://www.stbarnabasgreenwich.org/
http://www.christchurchguilford.org/
https://www.stjohnsguilford.org/
https://www.stjohnsguilford.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papua_New_Guinea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivory_Coast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentecostal_Churches_of_Christ
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
https://www.zpcct.org/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/34.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44Mch7HbaU0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Azx9f9nWOGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Azx9f9nWOGs
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan Bacon, Barbara 
DeAnzeris, Steve Hemming, Tim 

Huber, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, George 
Stowell, Ron 
Switzer, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley, David 
Williams. 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://www.kitehistory.com/Miscellaneous/Homan_Walsh.htm
http://www.kitehistory.com/Miscellaneous/Homan_Walsh.htm
http://www.kitehistory.com/Miscellaneous/Homan_Walsh.htm

