
   

 “Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, 

may increase thanksgiving, to the Glory of God.        2 Corinthians 4:15 

As we emerge from the effects of COVID 19 and as individuals, congregations, and 

communities we must now address the realities of The New Normal which is still undefined.  

During the last year we have had to come to grips with change and redefine what is a 

necessity and by sharing all our gifts through grace. 

“And looking around at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my 

brothers!” (Mark 3:34).  We are constantly called to discern the future and identify God’s 

call to us to be Christ’s brother and sister and mother as we fulfill God’s will for us.  Let us 

be open to listen to the Holy Spirit.   - Rev. David Rhodes 

 

June 10, 2021 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jun 10 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Fri, Jun 11    
Sat, Jun 12 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Jun 13    
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
 -10:15 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Jun 14 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Tue, Jun 15 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
Wed, Jun 16 -10:00 am - Morning Prayer & Praise Service  (Facebook Live) 
  11 - 1 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
Thu, Jun 17 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sat, Jun 19 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sun, Jun 20    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:15 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
 
Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 
 

†  Hopeline Pregnancy Resource Center 
 

H 
opeline is one of the Ministries supported by the St. Paul’s Mission Program.  
Hopeline is a Christian based program that provides counseling and support to 
women during unplanned pregnancies.  Early testing and limited ultrasound 

services are provided by trained professionals.  Through counseling Hopeline prepares 
women to make an informed choice regarding their pregnancy. 

Hopeline is there to support the expectant Mom and her baby through the pregnancy and 
beyond,  providing material assistance for clothing, diapers, and many of the other items 
newborns require. 

St. Paul’s has provided financial support through the Change for Change Baby Bottle 
Campaign.  Baby Bottles were distributed to parishioners and they were asked to fill the 
bottle with change, bills, or a check.  There has always been a very generous response from 
the St. Paul’s family. 

 There was no Baby Bottle 
Campaign in 2020 because of 
the pandemic.   

Bottle Free Baby 

Bottle Campaign 

T his year there will be a 

BOTTLE FREE Baby 

Bottle Campaign.  Between May 

23rd and June 23rd, we are 

asking that you consider making 

a donation to Hopeline by writing 

a check to St. Paul’s , noting 

Hopeline in the memo line. 

https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88625535022?pwd=QTlCV1Q0aXRSMWpDQS82djNNK2Zjdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Seek After the Lord, Not Things   

 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you.” 

Matthew 6:33 
by Steve Hemming 

 

T 
hroughout much of my life, I purchased many things I didn’t really need.  
Looking back, most of the possessions I bought were “wants,” not necessities.  
While by the grace of God I have been obedient in tithing and generous with my 

resources, nevertheless, I have struggled with impulsive buying. 
Nowhere in the Bible does it condone the accumulation of wealth and possessions.  In 

fact, one of the more sobering passages that addresses this subject can be found in 
1 Timothy 6:7-10: 

“For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  And 
having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.  But those who desire to be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men 
in destruction and perdition.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which 
some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows.” 

Our Lord Jesus Christ tells us; “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life 
does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.” 1  Covetousness is the desire to 

have more, to increase in quantity, an eagerness to accumulate wealth or 
possessions for gain; greediness.  In his Epistle to the Colossians, the 
Apostle Paul doesn’t mince words when he writes that covetousness is 
idolatry.2 
 As noted in the Bible, there are no happy endings for those who are 
driven to acquire more and more belongings.  In Mark 8:36 Jesus asks, “For 
what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own 
soul?”  And Paul goes even further to say those who are covetous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God.3 
 There is no inherent value whatsoever in gathering more stuff.  On the 
contrary, if we seek the Lord first as recorded in Matthew 6:33 above, all 
that we need will be added to us: 

•All Our Needs Will Be Met - “And my God shall supply all your needs 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 4 

•God Will be Our Portion - “Whom have I in heaven but You?  And there 
is none upon earth that I desire besides You.  My flesh and my heart fail; 
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.” 5 

•We Will Receive the Desires of Our Heart – “Delight yourself also in the 
Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.” 6 

•Every Perfect Gift Will Come from Our Father – “Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there 
is no variation or shadow of turning.” 7 

•In the Presence of the Lord, We Will Be Content – “Let your conduct be without 
covetousness; be content with such things as you have.  For He Himself has said, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” 8 

It is important that we learn to live in the moment, be grateful for what we already have, 
and cease striving to gain more things.  If we stockpile too many possessions, we will run 
the risk of “disowning” God.  Agur, the author of Proverbs 30, aptly addressed this concern; 
“Give me neither poverty nor riches - Feed me with the food allotted to me; Lest I be full 
and deny You, and say, “Who is the Lord?”  Or lest I be poor and steal, and profane the 
name of my God.” 9 

In closing, consider these words Jesus taught; “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 

(Continued on page 5) 
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O ur Daily Bread - Our Daily Bread for June , July & August is now 

available on the table in the back of the church.  Our Daily Bread 
contains a scripture verse and meditation for each day.  

not break in and steal.  For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 10  
To which is your heart fixed upon?  Earthly 
treasures?  Or, heavenly treasures? 

 

“Incline my heart to Your 
testimonies, and not to covetousness.  
Turn away my eyes from looking at 
worthless things, and revive me in 
Your way.” 

Psalm 119:36-37  

(Continued from page 4) 

  1  Luke 12:15  
  2  Colossians 3:5  
  3  1 Corinthians 6:10  
  4  Philippians 4:19  

  5  Psalm 73:25-26  
  6  Psalm 37:4  
  7  James 1:17  
  8  Hebrews 13:5 

  9  Proverbs 30:8-9  
10  Matthew 6:19-21  
 

 

Seek After the Lord, Not Things   
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†  We Know Not How 

 

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13;  Psalm 20;  2 Corinthians 5:6-17;  Mark 4:26-34 
 

T 
he prophet Ezekiel, ministering during the 70-year Babylonian Captivity, speaks 
often of hope for a return to the land of Israel and the restoration of a legitimate 
king in the Davidic line.  His hope is not merely for the Jews, but for all people, 

and so he highlights the universal blessing of Israel promised to Abraham and anticipates the 
catholic scope of the Church.  Using the image of a small twig pruned from a cedar tree, he 
promises great and generous growth.  To be clear, he is speaking of Israel, the Church, and 
all members of the Church. 

“I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar tree; I will set it out.  I will break 
off a tender one from the topmost of your twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty 
mountain” (Ezek. 17:22).  “I myself.”  God will do this; God will prune and plant and 
provide for growth.  “On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may 
produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar.  Under it every kind of bird will 
live; in the shade of its branches will nest the winged creatures of every kind” (Ezek. 17:23). 

Hearing the promise of the prophet Ezekiel, we inevitably recall the words of Jesus: “I 
am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. … My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples” (John 15:5, 8). 

The exiled children of Israel and, more expansively, the exiled children of Eve will grow 
under the watchful eye of the risen Gardener 
(John 20:15).  The Psalmist expands the 
theme.  “The righteous flourish like the palm 
tree, and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.  They 
are planted in the house of the Lord; they 
flourish in the courts of our God.  In old age 
they still produce fruit; they are always green 
and full of sap” (Ps. 92:12-14).  Loving us to 
the end, the risen Lord promises prosperity in 
good works and virtue even to old age. 
 Just as we do well to meditate occasionally 
on death, we may profit from a consideration 
of advancing old age.  It is not uncommon to 
hear of an “aging church” and an “aging 
society,” along with attendant anxieties about 
survival.  There is another and better way to 
consider this.  “The old age of the church,” 
says St. Augustine, “will be white [gray] with 
good works, but it shall not decay through 

death” (Sermon on Ps. 92).  The gray hair of an old person may be a testimony to a long life 
of fruit-bearing, which not even death can end.  Do we not grow in grace forever and ever?  
The Church is ever ancient, ever new. 

God plants and provides, gives growth in ways hidden from view.  “The kingdom of 
God,” says Jesus, “is as if a someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and 
rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how.  The earth 
produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head” (Mark 4:26-
28). 

God plants the seed; God prunes the twig; God gives the growth.  But God’s working is 
largely hidden.  We know not how.  We know our obligations and our bounden duty, we 
know our joys and our sorrow, we know our triumphs and devastation.  But below the 
surface of what we know, providence pulsates with hidden growth and goodness. 
 

Look It Up: 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:16 
 

Think About It: 
A new creation sprouts from the tree of the cross.        - from The Living Church, 2021 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=490197325
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=490197369
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=490197402
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=490197442
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=490197518
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=490197564
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=490197564
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=490197603
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We are open for in-person services! 

at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion! 

 

NO MASKS Needed

Welcome 
 

 

As of May 19th Connecticut has 

updated their Covid-19 

Guidelines 
 

 

 Masks are no longer required, if 
you are vaccinated. 

 Social-Distancing is not 
necessary.  We have removed 
the blue tape! 

 For those who are comfortable 
with it, Communion will be 
distributed at the altar rail. 

 Please direct any questions or 
concerns to a vestry member or 
an usher. 

 



8  

 

†  Next Food Collection Drive -  

Wednesday June 16th 
 

O ur Drive Thru Food Collections 
continues to serve those affected 

by the COVID pandemic. 
Our next collection is June 16th from 

11 am - 1 pm.  Recipients of the June 16th 
food drive will be the Bethel Community 
Food Pantry and the Jericho Partnership.  The 
pantries we provide food to are still in need of our 
donations.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:  If you have an hour to spare on 
alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please 
contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.  We especially need a second 
vehicle.  

Thank you to all our volunteers and donors.  The pantries we serve are so 
grateful. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related 
ministries serving our community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other Wednesday 
from 11 am - 1 pm.  We have now held 30 food drives since April 22, 
2020.  Last week one truck delivered to the Jericho Food Pantry and 
the other was delivered to theBethel Community Food Pantry.  

 Our next food collection will be Wednesday, June 16th and will 
support the Bethel Community Food Pantry and the Jericho Food 
Pantry in Danbury. 

 Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many 
volunteers who have helped to load the trucks and deliver food to 
the pantries. 

 

 

 

 

Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference - This month, the Make a 
Meal ministry will reach its’ one year anniversary. 

Almost 1,000 meals have been delivered to our neighbors. 

Please consider a donation of a meal or two to help us fill up 
our freezer. 

All food donations must include a list of ingredients, the date prepared and 
your initials. 

One recipient is diabetic and has restrictions (no sugar, rice, pasta). 

Meals can be dropped off on Sundays or during our bi-weekly food drives. 

Thank you in advance..  If you are interested in making meals to support this ministry, 
please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com. Thank you all who participate in these food-
related ministries:  Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable Gardeners.  We are so 
very grateful for your support in helping our neighbors in need. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

June 11th 
 

St. Barnabas, Apostle 

 

“J oseph, a Levite born in Cyprus, whom the apostles called 
Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), sold a 

field he owned, brought the money, and turned it over to the 
apostles” (Acts 4:36–37).  This first reference in the New 
Testament to Barnabas introduces one whose missionary efforts 
would cause him to be called, like the Twelve, an apostle.  As a 
Jew of the Dispersion, he had much in common with Paul.  When 
Paul came to Jerusalem after his conversion, the disciples were 
afraid to receive him.  It was Barnabas who brought Paul to the 
apostles, and declared to them how, on the road to Damascus, Paul 
had seen the Lord, and had preached boldly in the name of Jesus 
(Acts 9:27).  Later, Barnabas, having settled in Antioch, sent for 
Paul to join him in leading the Christian Church in that city. 

Barnabas and Paul were sent by the disciples in Antioch to 
carry famine relief to the Church in Jerusalem.  Upon their return, the Church in Antioch 
sent them on their first missionary journey beginning at Cyprus.  At Lystra in Asia Minor, 
the superstitious people took them to be gods, supposing the eloquent Paul to be Mercury, 
the messenger of the gods, and Barnabas to be Jupiter, the chief of the gods, a testimony to 
the commanding presence of Barnabas.  The association of Barnabas and Paul was broken, 
after their journey, by a disagreement about Mark, who had left the mission to return to 
Jerusalem.  After attending the Council of Jerusalem with Barnabas, Paul made a return visit 
to the Churches he and Barnabas had founded in Asia Minor.  Barnabas and Mark went to 
Cyprus, where Barnabas is traditionally honored as the founder of the Church. 

It seems that Barnabas continued his journeys for the Gospel, because Paul mentions him 
several times in his letters to the Galatians, the Corinthians, and the Colossians.  Tradition 
has it that he was martyred at Salamis in Cyprus. 

T he mustard seed - the smallest of the seeds on earth.  

Yet when it is sown, it grows up and becomes the 

greatest of all the shrubs, and serves others as a haven.  

Were our lives as followers sown as small as the mustard 

seed, and have they gorwn and blossomed as we hear God’s 

voice, thank him for his gifts, and seek to serve him in others? 

         †  Wednesday Morning Prayer & Praise 
 

 

 

 

 

 

W e offer "Prayer and 

Praise" every 

Wednesday at 10 am in the church.  

Lyndon Thomas will lead Morning 

Prayer and our acoustical musicians 

will lead the songs. 
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Greetings! 
 

T here are two things about this Sunday's worship that make me think of my 
childhood.  The first is the parable of the mustard seed, and the second is 

the hymn "All Things Bright and Beautiful." 
The parable of the mustard seed shows up in Matthew, Mark, and Luke (this 

week's lesson comes from Mark 4), and I still clearly remember learning about this in 
Sunday school.  My teacher gave us each a mustard seed to take home, and I 
treasured it and put it in a special heart-shaped box.  I think I kept it for years, and I 
actually wouldn't be surprised if I still had it someplace!  The parable of the mustard 
seed reminds us that the kingdom of heaven grows from small beginnings.  And 
speaking of small things...we have little birds and flowers and tiny wings to sing about 
on Sunday as well! 

The second childhood memory I'll share is inspired by the hymn  "All Things 
Bright and Beautiful," because it brings back fond memories of singing in my church's 
children's choir.  My mother was the director and that was the first song that I 
remember singing for the congregation.  I still remember my mother kneeling on the 
floor in front of us mouthing the words as we stood on the steps of the sanctuary, 
singing our hearts out.  I treasure that memory like I did that mustard seed! 

The words to "All Things Bright and Beautiful" were written by the 
Irish hymn writer Cecil Francis Alexander (1818-1895) and published 

in her Hymns for Little Children (1848).  We know a few of 
her other hymns including "There is a Green Hill Far 
Away" which we sang during Holy Week, and "Once in 
Royal David's City" which we always sing at Christmas, 
especially at the start of our annual Festival of Lessons and 
Carols.  Last week I wrote about how "Morning has Broken" 
was intended as a child's hymn of thanks, and there have 
certainly been many other instances of hymns we've discussed 
that fall under this category.  Much of my own youthful formation 
about what it meant to be a good Christian was centered around these 
kinds of hymns…they were fun to sing, and you learned about God, too!  
One of the reasons I love to sing hymns today is most likely because I 
sang a lot of hymns as a child.  But these "children's" hymns certainly 
speak to us as adults as well.  How many times are we referred to as "little 
children" or "children of God"?  That child-like faith is an important one 
to re-visit from time to time. 
 The refrain of this hymn is certainly the most memorable…and 

famous, thanks to the author James Herriot's quartet of veterinary stories that use 
these lines in their titles: 

(Continued on page 11) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 
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All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, all things wise and 
wonderful, the Lord God made them all. 

 

The four verses that alternate with the refrain each describe something that even 
we as adults look in awe upon as part of God's great creation: 

Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings, he made their glowing 
colors, he made their tiny wings. 

The purple-headed mountain, the river running by, the sunset, and the morning that 
brightens up the sky. 

The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, the ripe fruits in the garden, 
he made them every one. 

He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell how great is God Almighty, 
who has made all things well. 

 

The tune that we use predominantly in the United States is called Royal Oak (in 
England, a different tune is typically used), a traditional melody that comes from the 
1686 edition of John Playford's The Dancing Master, essentially a collection of English 
tunes to accompany country dancing that a fiddle player might consult.  Whenever 
you have a tune, someone will want to add words, and that certainly happened a lot 
in the 17th century!  This particular tune got paired up with a number of secular 
songs, including one called "The Twenty-Ninth of May", a song about Charles II and 
his restoration to the throne…on May 29, 1660.  I’ll skip all the British history here, 
but if you're interested, you can look it 
up!  Finding a video of "All Things 
Bright and Beautiful" was easy; finding 
a video of someone singing "The 
Twenty-Ninth of May"…and to this 
particular tune…was not as 
straightforward.  But I found one! 

So here are two performances for 
you: one is the Mormon Tabernacle 
Choir singing the hymn that we will 
be singing on Sunday, and the second, 
if you're interested, is the Charlottesville Baroque Ensemble of Virginia performing 
"The Twenty-Ninth of May."  Oh, and one more thing: May 29th is frequently 

celebrated in England as 
"Royal Oak 
Day" (another long story 
but related to Charles 
II)…in case you're 
wondering how the 
hymn tune got its name! 
 
Peace and blessings, 
Kirsten 

(Continued from page 10) 

 

Choir Notes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kQ4QBVh2F0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kQ4QBVh2F0C:/Users/Office/Documents/Bulletins
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1qi9533Y7s
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†  Saints of God 

 

Ephrem of Edessa, Syria 
Thursday, June 10th 

Deacon, 373 
 

E 
phrem of Edessa was a teacher, poet, orator, and defender of the faith - a voice of 
Aramaic Christianity, speaking the language Jesus spoke, using the imagery 
Jesus used.  Edessa, a Syrian city, was a center for the spread of Christianity in 

the East long before the conversion of the western Roman empire. 
The Syrians called Ephrem “The Harp of the Holy Spirit,” and his hymns still enrich the 

liturgies of the Syrian Church.  Ephrem was one whose writings were influential in the 
development of Church doctrine.  Jerome writes: “I have read in Greek a volume of his on 
the Holy Spirit; though it was only a translation, I 
recognized therein the sublime genius of the man.” 

Ephrem was born at Nisibis in Mesopotamia.  At 
eighteen, he was baptized by James, Bishop of Nisibis.  It 
is believed that Ephrem accompanied James to the 
famous Council of Nicaea in 325.  He lived at Nisibis 
until 363, when the Persians captured the city and drove 
out the Christians. 

Ephrem retired to a cave in the hills above the city of 
Edessa.  There he wrote most of his spiritual works.  He 
lived on barley bread and dried herbs, sometimes varied 
by greens.  He drank only water.  His clothing was a mass 
of patches.  But he was not a recluse, and frequently went 
to Edessa to preach.  Discovering that hymns could be of 
great value in support of the true faith, he opposed 
Gnostic hymns with his own, sung by a choir of women.  
An example is “From God Christ’s deity came 
forth” (The Hymnal 1982, #443). 

During a famine in 372–373, he distributed food and 
money to the poor and organized a sort of ambulance 
service for the sick.  He died of exhaustion, brought on by 
his long hours of relief work. 

Of his writings, there remain 72 hymns, commentaries on the Old and New Testaments, 
and numerous homilies.  In his commentary on the Passion, he wrote: “No one has seen or 
shall see the things which you have seen.  The Lord himself has become the altar, priest, and 
bread, and the chalice of salvation.  He alone suffices for all, yet none suffices for him.  He 
is Altar and Lamb, victim and sacrifice, priest as well as food.” 

†  Transforming Stewardship  
 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may receive good or evil, according to what he has done 
in the body.” 

 – 2 Corinthians 5:10 
 

W e are all accountable for the gifts God has 
given us – our time, our talent and our 

treasure.  Each of us is accountable not only for our 
own life but for the lives of others as well.  One day 
God will ask each of us what did we do with the 
gifts we were given.  How will you respond? 

 

What did the Lord tell Samuel to take with him to Bethlehem?   

a.) three of camels  b.) overnight bag  c.)  food for a fortnight  d.)  heifer  

e) bag of adders   1 Samuel 16:2 

https://hymnary.org/text/from_god_christs_deity_came_forth
1%20Samuel%2016:2
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Tuesday 

Nights at 7 pm 

†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 
 

Attention all ladies!  The study is growing in numbers and enthusiasm. 

They meet weekly on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 pm.  During the Summer month will 
focus on the Psalms with different participants leading the study each week.  

New people are always welcome to join them on Tuesday nights at 7pm.  There is no 
prep work needed, just come and feel welcome. 

All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!! 

To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?
pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09   

Questions about the study or Zoom?  

Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

 

 “Watch for us each Friday 

afternoon on Facebook and 

YouTube for an informative look at 

what’s happening at St. Paul’s during 

the week ahead.  What do say we take 

this show on the road?” 

“Oh boy, this 

show is 

going south 

real fast”   

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C916e1b1badbd492d4c7708d8d7983978%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637496396078850049%7CUnk
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C916e1b1badbd492d4c7708d8d7983978%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637496396078850049%7CUnk
mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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Our offertory hymn at 8 am this 

Sunday is “How Great Thou Art.”  

Please sing it correctly and try not to 

think of this cartoon either! 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 

 

Mustard Seed 
2009 

Imre Szakács  
 

I 
mre Szakács is, in his own words, a ‘visual writer’.  He is one of the most important 

artists in Hungary today making religious artworks.  His visual language is very 

recognizable.  He is known for his dramatic paintings with mysterious symbolism 

and surrealistic traits. 

One of Imre Szakács’ paintings, Mustard Seed from 2009, inspired Anna Jókai, the 

grand lady of Hungarian literature, to write her story Togetherness.  In her book she deals 

with what gives meaning to life, with solidarity and comfort, inspired by this painting.   

What happens when you are confronted with a painting that is so loaded with meaning? 

It makes you stop in your tracks and look carefully.  The image takes hold of you, makes the 

world stand still.  And then music starts to play in your soul as the strings of your own story 

are being touched.  The artist’s experience of life, imaginative force and skill come to life, 

divine inspiration does its work and awakens what lies hidden deep within you.  Your 

deepest longings for the fullness of life are aroused by a hopeful promise breaking through 

in an often painful reality.  In the image unfulfilled longings are released and fulfilled. 

That’s how I stand before this painting, 

a light and elegant creation, painted with 

great technical skill.  I look through a 

window of stone-like cool colors.  Behind 

it I sense a warm light, which glistens here 

and there through the seemingly hard 

window frame.  I see young slender 

branches waving back and forth.  Mustard 

Seed, I remind myself.  A wave of 

inspiration washes over me.  

A kind of whirlwind, windpipe or 

pillar of fire descends in the center of the 

canvas.  It breaks the static window open.  

Life radiates from it.  Light is breathed out 

over the earth. The seed sprouts and grows 

into branches interlaced with light.  Out of 

and into the light grow these branches, 

nourished by the same source, nurtured by 

life-giving vertical and horizontal 

relationships.  That’s how huge a tiny seed 

with a little light and water can become. 

The image seems organic.  It lives, 

moves, blows and bathes in the red-orange

-yellow-golden light.  It almost looks like 

a human lung with blood and air streaming 

through it, bringing life to the remotest 

places.  I look up close and see birds and a 

nest in the branches.  The mustard seed 

has matured and now gives room to other 

life.  And somewhere in the middle of the 

branches, in the pillar of light, I think I perceive a face. 

by Anikó Ouweneel-Tóth   
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to 

newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and 
by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee 
hour as well. 

†  Coffee 
Gatherings 

 

Coffee hours 
have returned.  Join 
us in our meadow 
after each service.  
Coffee, donuts, etc. 
is provided on a 
picnic table.  Enjoy 
the fellowship we 
have so longed for. 
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†  Return of the Hymnals 

 

T he red seat cushions, Prayerbooks, Hymnals and 
Bibles are back in the pews.  Hymns will no 

longer be printed in the service bulletins.  So take a 
moment this weekend to reintroduce yourself to the 
books in your pews.  You’ll need them!  For folks 
worshipping online, just click on the blue hymn 
number links for access to the hymn lyrics. 
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†  Jesse’s Son 

 

I n the 13th century B.C. the people of Israel demanded that 
their independent confederation be converted to a 

monarchy.  They reasoned that this would unite them against 
their stronger neighbors.  The first king, Saul, proved unstable.  
Samuel, the priest-kingmaker, decided to replace him.  He went 
to Bethlehem and chose the youngest son of a local sheep 
rancher.  The boy, David, will be Israel's greatest king. 

 



20  

 

 

R 
ichard Foxhall & George Stowell, Sr. celebrate today.  

Erin Guglielmo blows out the candles tomorrow.  

Throw a virtual party for Justin DoBosh on Sunday. 

Emily Yurcisin opens presents on Monday.  Mitch O’Hara, Jr. 

will be a year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my 
wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home.  I 
hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea 
it could still feel like corporate worship even though we are all 
separated.  It's an understatement to say it was very comforting to 
come together during this anxious time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who 
may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The 
services can be watched live or later 
online.  Just click on the YouTube 

button or tab on our website for more info.   

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is now studying, The Sermon on the Mount, 

via ZOOM weekly on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am - 11 am. 

 Many people in Jesus' time, and today, ask God the question: "If you're in charge, 

what's the deal?"  With suffering, oppression, war and famine all around, what is God 

doing about it?  This Study will take us through The Sermon on the Mount to find out 

what Jesus had to say on this subject. 

 God still wants to relate to people, though we have messed up the relationship again 

and again.  But now, instead of hurling question-accusations at God, He's causing us to 

ask, "What kind of people does God want?. 

 Workbooks are by Christine Leonard , Cover to cover - The Sermon on the Mount: 

Life within the New Covenant and can be purchased online at www.christianbook.com. 

 Please contact Debbi Pomeroy by email at debbi415@aol.com if you will be 

attending.  Or use the Zoom link on our website. 

 

†  Thank You 

T 
he Vestry would like to thank all of Saint Paul's for their generous support during 
the past year.  Based upon your donations, we are able to continue to pay all of 
the church 

expenses and support 
our missions.  
Preference of either 
Sunday plate donations, 
mail in donations and 
electronic giving are all  
methods of donating 
available for your 
convenience.  Thank 
you again for your 
continuing support of 
our church. 

Chuck Allen. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.christianbook.com/holy-spirit-understanding-and-experiencing-him/selwyn-hughes/9781853452543/pd/452541?event=ESRCG
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

 

 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 

I n our Hebrew Bible story the Lord sends Samuel to anoint David to be 
the new king over Israel.  God has rejected Saul as king, but he remains 

in power and Samuel must go secretly on his mission.  As so often happens in 
the Bible, one who seems least likely in the eyes of others is chosen by God to 
carry out the divine will. 

 Psalm 20 
A prayer and petition for victory in time of conflict. 
 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
In this lesson Paul speaks of his confident hope and his longing to 

experience the transformed body of heavenly existence.  It will be like having a 
new house or set of clothes replace or - better - be put on over this tent of a 
body.  In any case, we will not be left just as souls without form, but will have 
some manner of personal existence.  God’s Spirit is already our guarantee, 
born from the conviction that Christ has died and risen.  We must 
live, therefore, no longer for ourselves alone, but for Christ, for we 
will be judged for our use of this earthly life. 

 Mark 4:26-34 
In our gospel Jesus tells the parables of the seed growing secretly 

and of the mustard seed in order to suggest what the kingdom of 
God is like.  God’s activity is often unseen and mysterious, but it 
will produce its fruit and bring about the time for harvest.  To 
human eyes the beginning of the kingdom seems insignificant, but 
suddenly it will break forth.  The great bush which the mustard seed 
becomes is a symbol for the kingdom of God’s protection.  The evangelist 
closes the passage with his understanding that only faithful disciples can 
perceive 
the 
significance 
of Jesus’ 
parables. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

T he Message of the Upside Down Kingdom.  

To replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

Mark 4:26-34 
The comfort in this parable 

is to consider the 

possibility that the most 

helpful thing I could do to 

advance the Kingdom of 

God is to take a nap.  

 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvxhRzyLPlQ&t=100s
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  In the presence of our creative God who calls us to a growth that will 

transform and support us, let us come together and present our needs for … 
 
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & 
Shirley Jessup and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended 
care facilities. 
.....Iglesia Betania, Stamford; St. 
Paul’s, Norwalk. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater 
Danbury area. 
.....Students of all ages who are 
graduating. 
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, 
Gary Stein, Barbara Hock, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, 
Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Anthony, Denise, Lee Rybos, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, 
Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, James, Eve, 
Roger, Mike, Barbara, Alex, Jan, Arlene, Cynthia, Connor, Doug Melody and Bill 
Schrull continued healing. 
.....the people of the Central African Republic; the people of Rwanda; the bishop, clergy and 
laity of the Diocese of South Carolina in The Episcopal Church; and our sister and brother 
members of the Cook Islands Christian Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Bethel Community Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of June. 
.....Kingdom Way Pentecostal Church, Danbury, a church partner of the 
Jericho Partnership. 
.....that all our parish ministries work together for the glory of God’s name 
and not for our own pride and ego. 
.....for the Good Use of Leisure.  
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete 
healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
…..that as the mustard seed, the smallest of all earth’s seeds, grows into the 
largest shrubs, so may God’s reign grow in us. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

 

 Having rejected 

Saul as the king of 

Israel, Samuel is sent 

by God on an 

undercover mission to 

choose a new candidate 

for the kingship of 

Israel.  

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

https://www.stjohns-stamford.org/iglesia-betania/
http://www.stpaulsnorwalk.org/
http://www.stpaulsnorwalk.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_African_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rwanda
http://www.cicc.net.ck/
http://www.bethelcommunitypantry.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kingdom-Way-Pentacostal-Church/102928359772836
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/32.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ix5TcKKZnZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ix5TcKKZnZI
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan Bacon, Barbara 
DeAnzeris, Steve Hemming, Tim 

Huber, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, George 
Stowell, Ron 
Switzer, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley, David 
Williams. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

