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Dear Friends, 

T 
his Sunday, we will hear Jesus tell a scribe that he is "not 

far from the kingdom of God."  The context is that the 

scribe, an expert in the law, tests Jesus by asking which of 

the 613 commandments is the greatest.  Jesus weaves together two 

commandments, what is called the summary of the law, involving 

loving God, and loving one's neighbor.  The scribe affirmed the 

answer, and yet, Jesus has more to say: "You are not far from the 

Kingdom of God." 

While Jesus and the scribe 

agree in principle, there is still a 

chasm.  The scribe has yet to 

agree on who is the true king of 

this kingdom.  Here Jesus displays 

pure love for God and neighbor by 

bringing him divine truth.  The 

scribe may be near, but he is not 

quite there.  And when it comes to 

the kingdom, near is not in. 

Are we in the kingdom?  Jesus said in another context that unless 

we become like little children, we cannot enter this kingdom.  As we 

draw near to God in childlike faith and wonder, so God will draw 

near to us.  And so may our prayer be today, "Lord Jesus Christ, you 

are the king of glory.  Bring us into your kingdom by your grace, 

now, and forever.  Amen." 

 
Faithfully, 

"Y ou are not far from the kingdom of God.”     - Mark 12:34 

St.  Paul’s  Parish 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Oct 28    
 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Men’s Study, Prayer / Discussion, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Oct 30 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall  (Zoom) 
Sun, Oct 31   
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Illuminating the Scriptures, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  2 - 3:30 pm - Trunk or Treat, Meadow 

Mon, Nov   1    
 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 
Tue, Nov   2 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
Wed, Nov   3 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
  11 - 1 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
  5:45 pm - PraiseBarre, Crocker Hall  (Zoom) 
Thu, Nov   4 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Men’s Study, Prayer / Discussion, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Nov   6 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall  (Zoom) 
Sun, Nov   7    
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Illuminating the Scriptures, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s?  (Zoom) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044CAEAC2EA7FF2-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044caeac2ea7ff2-2021
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/94208347024?pwd=RXhMb1RnTUhwMzV0a3d5eGI1WGM2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://zoom.us/j/94208347024?pwd=RXhMb1RnTUhwMzV0a3d5eGI1WGM2QT09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
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†  To Love What You Command 

 

Ruth 1:1-18;  Psalm 146;  Hebrews 9:11-14;  Mark 12:28-34  
 

W 
hat are we to do?  In the Old Testament, this question is answered, “Keep all 
his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that your 
days may be long.  Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so 

that it may go well with you” (Deut. 6:2-3).  According to rabbinic tradition, the total 
number of laws and decrees, more than half of which are prohibitions, is 613.  Although 
some are unobservable today in the absence of a Jewish Temple, many are still obeyed by 
strict and observant Orthodox Jews, meaning that a wide range of daily activities is governed 
by law.  Christians, of course, are “free from the law” but not free from the question the law 
answers. 

How are we to live?  What does God require? 
At the very least, Christians will see a summary of what is owed to God and our 

neighbors in the Ten Commandments.  Worship no other gods and make no graven images.  
Do not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.  Remember the Sabbath and keep it 
holy.  Honor your father and mother.  Do not murder, commit adultery, steal, bear false 
witness, or covet your neighbor’s spouse and property.  The observance of these laws 
demonstrates reverence for God and a proper respect for our fellow human beings, whom we 

honor foremost by the evil we refrain from 
doing.  Further, every person faces obligations 
that are intrinsic to one’s vocation and station in 
life, and these obligations, both small and great, 
must be accepted as one’s “bounded duty.”  So, 
there are things we must do and things we must 
refrain from doing. 
 But there is something more than the mere 
observance of rules.  We are called to “love” 
what God commands; in fact, God is the very 
love by which our hearts are enkindled, and our 
wills stirred toward the will of God, and so, our 
intentions, in perfect freedom, move along a 
path that providence has paved.  We start by 
loving God through the love that he gives, and 
then we move out in love toward our neighbors. 
 “One of the scribes came near and heard 

them disputing with one another, and seeing that [Jesus] answered them well, he asked him, 
‘Which commandment is the first of all?’  Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.”  The second is this, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  There is no other commandment greater than 
these’” (Mark 12:28-31). 

What does it mean to love from the heart?  Love is a “cleaving” to the beloved.  
“Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 
one flesh” (Gen. 2:24).  This love is not only marital.  It includes our love for God and all 
people.  The words of Ruth to her mother-in-law, Noami, are a beautiful expression of love 
from the heart. “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you!  Where 
you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your 
God my God.  Where you die, I will die - there will I be buried.  May the Lord do thus and 
so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!” (Ruth 1:16-17). 

We have obligations to God and our neighbors, and we fulfill them through an 
indwelling supernatural love. 
 

Look It Up: 
Read John 21:17  
 

Think About It: 
God is asking, and people in your life are asking, “Do you love me?” 

           - from The Living Church, 2021 

The pre-incarnate 

Christ speaks to Job 

| Wikipedia  

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp26_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp26_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp26_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp26_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=502377942
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Welcome 
 

 Masks are no longer required, if you are vaccinated. 
 For those who are comfortable with it, Communion 

will be distributed at the altar rail. 
 Please direct any questions or concerns to Fr. Joe, a 

vestry member or an usher. 

We are open for in-person services! 

at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion! 

 

MASKS Optional
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†  Next Food Collection Drive -  

Wednesday August 11th 
 

O ur Drive Thru Food Collections continues to serve those affected by 
the COVID pandemic. 

Our next collection is August 11th from 11 am - 1 pm.  Recipients of that 
will be the Victory Christian Center, Danbury, and the Jericho Partnership.  The pantries we 
provide food to are still in need of our donations.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:  If you have an hour to spare on 
alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please contact Pam Szen 
prszen@gmail.com.  We especially need a second vehicle.  

Thank you to all our volunteers and donors.  The pantries we serve are so 
grateful. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  We 
have now held 40 food drives since April 22, 2020!  Last time our trucks delivered to the 
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury and the New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, November 3rd and will support the 
Brookfield Social Services and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped 
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Surefooted  

by Steve Hemming 
 

“The LORD God is my strength; He will make my feet like deer’s feet, 
and He will make me walk on my high hills.” 

Habakkuk 3:19 
 

T 
here I stood, at the start of the trail that led up to the top of Baxter Mountain.  
Baxter is located in the High Peaks range of the Adirondack Mountains, in 
northeastern New York.  Even though I had climbed that mountain several 

decades ago with my father and sister, I wasn’t so sure I could do it now, considering I was 
much older, overweight, and out of shape. 

Yet, as I contemplated doing the hike, I could feel an inner strength begin to rise up 
within me, as if God was encouraging me to take on the mountain that stood before me. 

By faith, I determined to go forth, and offer the Lord my best effort.  I asked Him for 
strength, endurance, and that He would keep my footsteps steady and sure.  As I began my 
ascent, I received a tremendous boost of confidence from God in the form of a promising 
scripture He brought to mind; “You will enlarge the path beneath me, and make my steps 
secure, so that my feet will not slip.” 1 

As I proceeded up the mountain, I quickly got winded, and had to make several stops 
along the way to catch my breath.  And as I climbed 
higher, my legs soon lost their strength and became 
wobbly and weak.  Despite 
the physical distress, I 
persevered, and kept going 
up, one step at a time. 
I became more and more 
fatigued as I rose higher 
and higher up Baxter, and 
my footing was becoming 
increasingly shaky.  My 
feet almost stumbled, and 
my steps nearly slipped,2 
but thankfully, I did not 
fall, because the Lord 
upheld me with His hand.3 

In what seemed like forever, eventually, I reached the top 
of Baxter.  It was God who brought me up there, for surely, 
He had made me as surefooted as a deer, and enabled me to 
stand on the height of the mountain.4 

It was well worth the effort, for the view was spectacular 
in every direction, not to mention the foliage was peak, and 
the temperature was in the mid-70’s.  What blessed me most 
of all, was the fact that I clearly felt God’s strong, loving, 
presence all around me.  I laid down on one of the open 
spaces on the summit and soaked up the beauty of the 
moment, and as I thanked the Lord for the glorious day, I 
drifted off into a peaceful sleep.5 

Did you know your steps are established by God? 6  He is the One who preserves your 
life and keeps your feet from slipping.7  When you put your trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, and lean not on your own understanding; but acknowledge Him in all your ways, He 
will make your paths straight.8  Then when you walk, your steps will not be hindered, and 
when you run, you will not stumble.9 

 

“He brought me out into a spacious place; He delivered me because He 
delighted in me.”                2 Samuel 22:20 

  1  Psalm 18:36   
  2  Psalm 73:2 
  3  Psalm 37:24  

  4  2 Samuel 22:34  
  5  Psalm 4:8  
  6  Psalm 37:23  

  7  Psalm 66:9  
  8  Proverbs 3:5-6  
  9  Proverbs 4:12  

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=502380341
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=502380373
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=502380404
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=502380436
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=502380475
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=502380506
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=502380539
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=502380572
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=502380601
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†  Lessons and Carols: Save the Date!

O 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Thursday, October 28th 
 

St. Simon & St. Jude 
Apostles 

 

T he only thing the Gospels tell us about Simon is that he was one of the disciples, and 
that he was called “the Zealot” (Zelotes).  John mentions Jude in his description of 

the Last Supper.  The Epistle of Jude may be the work of the disciple Jude, who is the man 
mentioned by John as the brother of James the Greater. 

Tradition has consistently associated Simon and Jude as apostles to Persia.  Some 
accounts state that they were martyrs, a tradition generally accepted by the Western Church.  

The Monology of Basil, however, 
says that Simon died a peaceful 
death at Edessa.  Jude, who was 
surnamed Thaddeus, has been 
confused with another Thaddeus, 
who was also said to have died a 
quiet death, either in Beirut or 
Edessa.  Whatever the facts, 
accounts conflict and reliable data 
are lacking. 
 There are other scholarly 
questions about both men.  One 
involves Simon’s appellation 
“Zelotes.”  Whether in fact he had 
been a member before his 
conversion of one of the several 
factions called “Zealots,” or 
whether this title refers to his zeal 
for the Jewish law, is not known, 
but he has consistently been 

identified by it.  For some centuries, and even to this day, Jude has been regarded in popular 
devotion as the “patron of desperate or lost causes,” but the basis of this tradition is obscure. 

The Epistle of Jude concludes with this striking doxology: “Now to him who is able to 
keep you from falling, and to present you without blemish before the presence of his glory 
with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time and now and for ever” (Jude 24–25). 

 

mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a 
warm welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  
And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

Our Sunday School program for all ages has resumed.  

Check-in is outside Crocker Hall starting at 10:15 am and 

students will return to the service around the time of 

announcements.  Please reach out with any questions to 

Nicole O’Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com. 

†  Join Us for Music Night! 
 

E ach Thursday at 7:30 pm, our 

music ministry team for the 

10:30 service gets together for its 

weekly rehearsal night.  We are excited 

about welcoming back our current 

members as well as anyone else who 

wishes to join.  Curious?  Interested?  

Our rehearsals are open to 

everyone…come try it out and see 

what we do.  If you have questions, 

please email Kirsten: 

kirpeterson@comcast.net. 

 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

 “And ‘to love him with all your heart, with all your 
understanding, with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as 
yourself’ is worth more than all the burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.”  (Mark 12:33) 

 

“O f all the gifts that God gives us the one 
He wants the most is our heart.  He 

wants us to share out of love, not out of obligation.  Using our 
talent in parish ministry and contributing money to support our 
parish mission is important, but it’s more important to spend time 
in prayer with God daily and discern how He is calling us to be 
generous with all of our gifts.  Not just the visible ones, but the 
invisible ones like love, mercy and forgiveness. 

 

 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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Martin Luther (above)  and his manuscript (below)  

 

Greetings! 
 

O n October 31, 1517, the German monk Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses 
to the door of All Saint's Church in Wittenberg, Germany.  His posting 

outlined everything he thought was wrong with the Catholic Church thus beginning 
what would be known as the Protestant Reformation.  Luther had these wild ideas 
that lay Christians should be able to take communion, pray directly to God (as 
opposed to the priest serving as intercessor), and be able to read the Bible on their 
own, in other words, not have it interpreted for them by someone else.  Luther 
translated the entire Bible into German, the New Testament appearing in 1522 and 
the complete Bible by 1534.  He also put forth the premise that faith, not simply 
good works or indulgences (offerings), would get you into heaven. 

 October 31 is celebrated as Reformation Sunday in 
many churches today, so we will honor this tradition by 
singing one of Luther's most popular hymns for which he 
wrote both text and tune: "A Mighty Fortress is Our God."  
Luther was a strong advocate for congregational singing 
and music in the church, by the way. 

A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 

our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 

does seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 

 

Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 

were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God's own choosing. 

You ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he; 

Lord Sabaoth his name, 
from age to age the same; 

and he must win the battle. 
 

And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 

we will not fear, for God has willed 

(Continued on page 11) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 
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his truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, 

we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, 
for lo! his doom is sure; 

one little word shall fell him. 
 

That Word above all earthly powers 
no thanks to them abideth; 

the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. 

Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 

the body they may kill: 
God's truth abideth still; 
his kingdom is forever! 

 

Many of Luther's hymns were based on psalms, supporting the idea that the 
psalms are songs that should be sung (which is why we do so at the 10:30 service).  "A 
Mighty Fortress" (or Eine Feste Burg as it is known in German) is based on Psalm 46, 
which begins "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble."  The 
imagery is powerful.  I encourage you to read through the hymn text before Sunday 
to really absorb the words.  This will definitely enhance your singing of it on Sunday.  
What a great message on which to end the service!  It will be followed by a postlude 
based on the same 
tune set by the 
German Baroque 
composer Johann 
Pachelbel…yes, the 
same Pachelbel who 
wrote what is 
traditionally referred 
to as "Pachelbel's 
Canon." 

The video for this 
week is of Wartburg 
College's choir, 
singing a beautiful a 
cappella arrangement 
of Luther's hymn, in 
German, at the 
Schlosskirche (or All Saint's Church) in Wittenberg…the very place that started it all.  
Wartburg College is a Lutheran liberal art's college located in Waverly, Iowa. 

See you Sunday! 
Peace and blessings, 
Kirsten 

(Continued from page 10) Choir Notes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDdHtOSHIXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDdHtOSHIXE


12  

 

†  Thanksgiving Food Donation Plans  

O 
rdinarily this is the time of the year when we talk about our plans for gathering 

donations for the Thanksgiving Food Baskets as well as the Christmas Giving 

Tree.  As we all know, things are anything but “ordinary” again this year.  

Brookfield Social Services has changed the process for their programs, and we will be 

working with them to keep everyone safe.  There will be no Thanksgiving baskets 

or Christmas giving tree.  The best way to deal with the challenges this year is to 

collect gift cards for each of their clients.  For Thanksgiving, it will 

be grocery store cards - ShopRite, Big Y, Stop & Shop, etc.  The 

Brookfield Food Pantry DOES NOT have the capacity to 

accept fresh or frozen turkeys, so the gift cards will be given 

to clients to purchase their own.  We are also requesting 

non-perishable food donations.  Please see 

suggested list below. 

 We will have a “mailbox” at the back of 

church for you to put your gift cards in.  

There are no sign up lists.  If you’re not attending 

church at this point, you can mail it to St. Paul’s or drop it off 

during the Wednesday Drive-Thru food collections.  Please put it in an envelope and mark 

it clearly. 

All Thanksgiving gifts cards and food donations are due in by Monday, November 15. 

Thank you all for your continued support in everything St. Paul’s does.  Our aim is for 

the people in need get the help they count on from their 

neighbors in town...that’s what St. Paul’s attempts in 

so many ways.  God bless you all. 

 If you have any questions, call   

Bonnie Wanzer (203) 313-2814. 

  Thank you.  

 

These are items donated in 
the past.   These are 
suggestions only.  Whatever 
you provide is greatly 
appreciated.  Gluten free 
products are also 
appreciated. 
 
Stuffing mix or Stove Top 
Onions 
Squash (butternut, acorn) 
Celery and Carrots 
Sweet potatoes or canned 
yams 

Fresh or canned Turnips 
Cranberry sauce (canned) 
Turkey or Chicken broth  

Gravy mix (packet, canned 
or bottled) 

Fresh (or) canned vegetables 
Fresh or canned fruit (apples, 
pears, grapes) 

Dinner rolls or heat-n-serve 
rolls 

Canned Fruit for a pie 
(pumpkin, apple, blueberry) 

Pie crust (Pillsbury is the 
best as it fits easily in our 
freezer) 

Aluminum pan for roasting 
turkey 

Canned Green Beans – for 
green bean casserole 

Cream of Mushroom Soup 

Cream of Celery Soup 
Crispy Fried Onions 
 
Baking items 
Brown sugar, sugar 
Flour 
Pudding mixes 
Baking soda 
Baking powder 
Evaporated Milk 
Condensed Milk 
 
OPTIONAL Items: Crackers, 
Coffee, Tea, cleaning 
products 
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†  Blessings Tree 

O n Thanksgiving 

Day, 

November 25th, during 

our 10 am morning 

Thanksgiving Holy 

Communion service, we 

will include Blessings 

and Thanksgivings from 

each of you and lift 

them up during prayer. 

Please write a short 

note describing your 

Blessings and Thanks of 

Gratefulness and hang it 

to the Blessing Tree at 

the back of the church. 

† Back in Crocker Hall   

Men’s Monday Night Bible Study 
  
  

The Men’s Bible Study has started meeting 
again in Crocker Hall.  They meet every Monday 
at 7 pm.  The study will also be available on 
YouTube Live.  We are studying the Book of 
Revelation, and will continue in chapter 8.   Please 
join us. 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s temperatures drop and the fall weather reminds us that homeless people 

are on their feet all day, and the only pair of socks they own are very 

likely to be threadbare.  Once again, this year we are collecting socks and 

toiletries for the local homeless shelters throughout the winter months.  Place 

donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 
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Holy Land Pilgrimage - 2022 

https://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
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†  Art in the Christian 

Tradition 
 

The Scribe 
Oil on panel, 1896 

Ludwig Deutsch (Austrian, 1855-1930) 
 

Sunday’s gospel is similar to other 
readings, where Jesus is engaging with 
various leaders.  We tend to think that 
these were always disputes, but today’s 
reading shows that their conversations 
were not always confrontational.  The 
Jerusalem scribe in our reading was in 
agreement with Jesus, that loving God 
and loving our neighbor are top of our 
priorities.  By loving our neighbor, we 
carry out the mission of human dignity 
that God is calling us to. 

The painting here depicts a scribe in 
Cairo in 1896, who is shown sitting in 
the street in a meditative state.  He 
would have engaged in similar activities 
to the scribe mentioned in our reading, 
earning a living by reading as well as 
writing.  They were respected, educated 
individuals, in a culture which certainly 
during Jesus’ time would have placed a 
high value on literacy and the beauty of 
elegant calligraphy.  Set in Cairo, the 
painting shows Islamic tiles, ornate 
Mamluk carvings, a mother of pearl 
inlaid table and other Orientalist 
detailing.  A very atmospheric painting, 
certainly. 

We do not love God with our whole 
being and we do not love our neighbor 
as much as we love ourselves.  Jesus 
knows this.  In Sunday’s exchange with 
the scribe, He therefore prompts us to 
fully give ourselves to God and hand 
over the pen of our lives to Him so He 
can write and scribe our story… 

†  Coffee Hour Ministry Update 
 

We  plan to resume our regular assigned Coffee Hour's 
starting this Sunday.  A schedule has been set until the 

end of  December.  We will resume the four month assignment 
schedule beginning in January 2022 if all remains well and 
restrictions remain lifted.  If you are not listed on the remaining 
2021 schedule, you will be assigned in the 2022 schedule.  Coffee 
Hour's will be held in Crocker Hall.  Please remember to SET UP 
and CLEAN UP on your assigned date.  Also please remember to 

bring in milk and cream.  Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns 
and thank you all so much for being a part of this ministry .  If you would like to host 
a coffee hour, please contact Mary Allen, Coordinator   203-775-6633   
chamla@charter.net  

 

mailto:chamla@charter.net
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†  St. Paul’s Mission Committee 

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2022 
 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you 
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 
by itself.”   James 2:15-17 

 

S aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our 
mission work.  We prepare an annual budget for Vestry approval.  Items in this 

budget come from you, our parishioners!   This is your opportunity to enhance your 
personal or family missions with the prayer, talent and financial support of the entire parish! 

 

As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are 
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.   
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword 
Points” article.   This is your opportunity to “put a 
face” on what we, as a Parish, are supporting. 

 

We invite your active participation in this 
budgeting process as well as your involvement 
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee.   We meet first 
Thursday, monthly 7:00 in the Guild Room. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this process, 
please contact a member of the Mission Committee:  
Dan Bacon, George Blass, Barbara DeAnzeris, Laurie 
DoBosh, Lois Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill Schrull, Ron 
Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer, Cigdem Usekes, Don Winkley. 
  
  
  
  

Mission Organization:_____________________ 
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________ 
  

Our task is to sponsor those missions that are: 

• • Christ Centered 

• • Meet the basic needs of our neighbors 

• • Have a strong base of existing personal support by the individual making this 
submission. 
  

Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
  

Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
  

To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support? 
Prayer Needs:  ____________________ 
Financial Support:  $_______________ 
Physical Assistance: ______________ 
  

Any other pertinent information for committee consideration. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
  

Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by October 31, 2021. 
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Tuesday 

Nights at 7 pm 

T he Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study is studying the Gospel of Luke chapters 1-5, 
weekly through December 14th on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 pm on Zoom.  New 

people are always welcome to join and 
we have several outside of the area 
participating, so invite your friends.  
 There is no prep work needed, just 
come and listen or join in the 
discussion.  Come when you are 
available, or come each week 
according to your schedule!  We began 
with an overview of the Gospel of 
Luke, and an understanding of how it 
compares to the other three gospels.  
We are currently concentrating on the 
beginning of Luke, chapters 1-5.  The 
first two chapters, which will take us 
until November 9th to study, are 
mostly not found in the other books, a 
special opportunity Luke gives us to 
understand the beginning of Jesus' life. 

 Please contact Carol Wheeler, 
mobile 203 525-0011 or 
cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

 

 “Hey, Dave.  Trunk or 

Treat is this 

weekend!” 

“I’m betting on 

a ‘spooky’ 

Unscripted, 

then.” 

mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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N 
orma Jeanne Sporck celebrate tomorrow.  Susan Iverson 

opens presents on Saturday.  Jayne Arcamone, Lynne 

Donnelly, Bryan Fitzgerald & George Franklin will 

have a spooky birthday on Sunday.  Monday is the big day for 

Ruth O’Hara.  Hold a virtual party for Kaitlin Conte on 

Tuesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

Jun 17, 2019 
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   One parishioner 
wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my wife as I'm sure was 
to many others "attending" from home.  I hadn't experienced a live-
streamed service before and had no idea it could still feel like 
corporate worship even though we are all separated.  It's an 
understatement to say it was very comforting to come together 
during this anxious time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who may 
be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just 
click on the YouTube button or tab on 
our website for more info. 

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is now studying, Zechariah: Seeing God's 

Bigger Picture, on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 - 11 am in Crocker Hall. 

Despite being miraculously released from exile, the Israelites still had low expectations 
about their future.  They were doubtful about being able to rebuild the city and the Temple.  
The prophet Zechariah had the challenge of making the people see that his was more than a 
building project - it was part of God's purposes being fulfilled. 

The insightful lessons will help to discover: 

• how God's plans and ways of working are often beyond our experience 

• the importance of asking God to expand our expectations and perspective 

• how, with God's help, we can break through self-imposed limitations. 
Lesson books are by Steve Bishop, Cover to cover - Zechariah; Seeing God's Bigger 

Picture and can be purchased online at www.christianbook.com. 
Please contact Mary Beth Durkin by email at durkin.mb@gmail.com for more 

information. 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The 

system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” button 

at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” 

button to create your unique on line profile.  After you have 

created your profile, follow the on line instructions to 

schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://www.christianbook.com/
mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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†  Other Faith Traditions: 
Reformation Day (Oct 31) 

 

O n the Eve of All Saints, Day, October 31, 1517, Augustinian Father Doctor Martin 
Luther, professor of Scripture at the University of Wittenberg, Germany posted an 

invitation to debate on the door of the Wittenberg Cathedral.  The invitation to debate 
contained ninety-five points, or theses, concerning the sale of indulgences.  Luther chose 
this date for posting his theses because the coming holyday would bring many of the 
community to services, ensuring that his statements would receive wide exposure. 

In the preceding months Albert, Archbishop of Mainz had authorized Dominican Friar 
Johann Tetzel to sell indulgences (a paper declaring that the deceased person for whom it 
had been purchased had received total forgiveness of sins and therefore a release from 
Purgatory) in order to finance the construction of St. Peter’s basilica.  Tetzel is alleged to 
have declared "as soon as the coin in the coffer clings, the soul from Purgatory springs. 

At the same time, Luther had been engaged in intensive study of the scriptures in search 
of his own spiritual peace.  He found tremendous relief in "the just shall live by faith.”  This 
principle of justification by faith became the positive argument underlying the ninety-five 
theses. 

Because the theses were a direct challenge to the Papacy--and to the economic system 
enriching the Papal treasury--the reaction was swift and severe.  The Pope initiated 
proceedings to have Luther tried for heresy; 
proceedings that very likely would have led to his 
execution.  Luther--with the support of the 
Wittenberg faculty--appealed to elector Frederick 
III of Saxony for protection. 

Although Luther did not intend to begin a 
separate Church, such was the unavoidable 
consequence of his challenge.  By 1530 Germany 
was divided between communities loyal to the Pope 
and those following the reforms initiated by Luther. 

 For many years Reformation Day was 
celebrated in Lutheran congregations as a sort of 
rebirth of the Church.  In more recent years 
ecumenical progress has caused some to be 
embarrassed by the celebration of the first schism 
of Western Christianity.  The alternative title 
"Reformationi/Reconciliation Day has been 
proposed although that has not been widely 
adopted. 

 On Reformation Day 1999, the Joint 
Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification 
between the Lutheran World Federation and the 
Roman Catholic Church was publicly signed in 
Wittenberg.  "Together we declare: by faith alone is 
the centerpiece of this expression of ecumenical 
convergence. 

 The appointed lessons for the day (often 
transferred by Lutherans to the preceding Sunday) 
point not only to the historical situation but also to 
the Church’s constant need for ongoing renewal.  
Jeremiah 31:31-34 tells of the coming New Covenant where God will write His law on 
every human heart.  Romans 3:19-28 declares the central tenet of the Reformation "we hold 
that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.”  John 8:31-36 enjoins us to be 
constant in the Word in order to be freed by the One who is Truth. 

 And since the law is not yet perfectly inscribed on every heart and all are not yet 
fully devoted to the Word, the task of Reformation is not yet complete.  Ecclesia semper 
Reformata--the Church is always reforming. 

Written by Rev. J. Thomas Shelley, STS 
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†  Transforming Stewardship  

“…Which commandment is the first of all? ...and you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.”  

(Mark 12:28-30)  
 

w hen people talk about their gifts of 
time, talent and treasure, many 

combine time and talent together, thinking 
they are giving their time and talent to their 
parish ministry.  But, don’t be confused, 
your gift of time refers to the time you give 
back to God.  Spend time in prayer with God 
throughout the day - thanking Him, asking 
Him for forgiveness and listening for His 
guidance.  Have the courage to trust God 
more and make room for Him in your heart.  
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Close to the Kingdom 
 

 Ruth 1:1-18 

O ur opening lesson tells of Ruth’s decision to leave her own country 
and return with her mother-in-law Naomi to Israel.  Naomi’s 

husband and two sons die while living in Moab.  Ruth persists in her desire 
to go back to Bethlehem with Naomi and to accepts Israel’s God as her own.  
Later she will marry a relative of her father-in-law and, though a foreign 
woman, become the grandmother of King David.  The narrative is both a 
touching lesson of loyalty and devotion and an illustration that God’s  ways 
of brining about divine purposes often differs from human expectations. 

 Psalm 146 
A hymn to the Lord, who forms the world and rules in justice, 

who heals and cares for the orphan and widow. 
 Hebrews 9:11-14 
In this New Testament lesson we are taught that Christ, our high 

priest, has fulfilled and surpassed the purposes of the earthly 
temple that served as an archetype of the heavenly reality.  
Through his faithful sacrifice, Jesus has entered the eternal holy of 
holies and obtained the everlasting redemption prefigured by the 
old rites of animal sacrifice.  Believers may now worship the living 
God with a purified conscience, knowing themselves to be 
sanctified though Christ. 

 Mark 12:28-34 
In the gospel Jesus answers a question concerning the chief 

command of the law by reciting the double commandment to love 
God and one’s neighbor.  Jesus was not unique in bringing together 
these two great teachings from Israel’s heritage, but the New 
Testament gives them special emphasis.  The are closely lined, for 
in responding to God’s love, we learn that we are lovable, and so 
begin to be able to love others as ourselves.  In loving our neighbors we 
discover the mystery that we are also loving in them their Creator.  That man 
who asked 
Jesus the 
question 
repeats the 
commandments 
in his won 
words.  He is 
not far from the 
kingdom. 

†  Sermon Shorts 

“S eeing Clearly Again.”  To 

replay all our sermons, audio 

and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

Mark 12:28-34 
No one in that crowd of both 

opponents and admirers would 

dispute, "Love of God," as the 

greatest commandment.  But 

when Jesus goes on and links it 

to, "Love of neighbor as 

oneself," he has lifted 

attachment to the welfare of 

one's neighbors above all other 

duties and obligations, including 

- gasp! - religious ones.  

 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp26_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp26_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp26_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp26_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The law that transforms the wasteland into a land of milk and honey 

is the law of love.  Trusting in God’s promise to lead us more deeply into that land, let us 
ask with confidence for all we need, as we pray for… 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan & Shirley Jessup and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Paul’s, Westbrook; Emmanuel, Weston; Christ 
& Holy Trinity, Westport. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....Clergy peer groups and the Clergy Family 
Assistance Program. 
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed 
Licence, Sue Balla, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Anthony, 
Denise, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, 
Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, 
Robert, James, Eve, Roger, Mike, Barbara, Alex, Jan, Cynthia, and Brian continued 
healing. 
.....the people of the Kingdom of Swaziland; the people of Madagascar; the bishop, clergy 
and laity of the Diocese of Central Gulf Coast - The Episcopal Church (IV (4) Province); 
and our sister and brother members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive food collections during the 

month of November. 
.....First Assembly of God Church, 
Brookfield, a church partner of the Jericho 

Partnership. 
.....That we are generous with our visible gifts 

of charitable works and generous giving, but 
that we are more generous with our 

invisible gifts of love, mercy 
and forgiveness. 

.....For Doctors and Nurses. 

.....For the unloved of this world, for those 
who are widowed, orphaned, and 
friendless, for those who are homeless and alone, and for all who experience 
alienation, that you may touch them with your compassion. 

 
 

 

 

Taking a Camel 

through the Eye 

of a Needle 

Love your neighbor as yourself 

https://stpaulswestbrook.ournonprophet.org/
https://www.emmanuelwestonct.org/
https://www.chtwestport.org/
https://www.chtwestport.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eswatini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madagascar
https://www.elca.org/
http://www.brookfieldct.gov/pages/BrookfieldCT_Social/index
https://brookfieldfirst.org/
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/prayers_and_thanksgivings.php#55k
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_lA7J6r5xE&t=10s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_lA7J6r5xE&t=10s
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan Bacon, Dot Crocker, 
Barbara DeAnzeris, Steve Hemming, 

Tim Huber, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, George 
Stowell, Ron 
Switzer, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

  

 

https://www.ers.usda.gov/newsroom/trending-topics/pumpkins-background-statistics/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/newsroom/trending-topics/pumpkins-background-statistics/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

