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Sword Points 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Jan. 12 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

 Sat., Jan. 14 -  7:30 am - Men‘s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

 Sun., Jan. 15 - SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Holy Baptism & Contemporary Eucharist 

 Mon., Jan. 16 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue., Jan. 17 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

 Wed., Jan. 18 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing   

 Thu., Jan. 19 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary   

† What’s Up With the Front Door? 

 

W ell several things actually. 

First, the wreaths are still up from 

Christmas and will stay up until at least Candlemas, 

February 2nd, the Presentation of Jesus at the 

Temple, traditionally the last feast day associated 

with Christmas. 

Secondly, the white piece of paper is the 

Official Warning for the Annual Meeting on 

January 22nd.  Posting the notice on the door of the 

church is one of the ways parishioners can be 

canonically notified of parish meetings. 

Finally, the white paint is temporary.  The 

property committee recently had the decaying trim 

on wood doors replaced (after almost 75 years it 

needed it).  The white paint is just a primer and the 

doors will be given a fresh coat of traditional 

Anglican red in the spring when the weather warms 

up.  

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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† Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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 † OUR YOUTH: A GENERATION WORTH INVESTING IN 
By Fr. Shepley 

 

I n her book, Lost in Transition: The Dark Side of Emerging Adulthood, Christian Smith 

identifies five major problems facing many young people today: ―confused moral reasoning, 

routine intoxication, materialistic life goals, regrettable sexual experiences, and disengagement from 

civic and political life.‖  She states: ―The trouble does not lie only with the emerging adults or their 

poor individual decisions but has much deeper roots in mainstream American culture--a culture 

which emerging adults have largely inherited rather than created.‖  Smith argues, ―Older adults must 

recognize that much of the responsibility for the pain and confusion young people face lies with 

them.‖ 

 As an adult with three children of my own, and as one entrusted with the 

spiritual oversight of our youth at St. Paul's, this quote strikes me deeply, and 

challenges me to discern how we can respond to such information.  While we could 

argue with such an opinion, and even perhaps display how it does not apply to us 

directly, it nevertheless speaks to a form of cultural malaise that will no doubt (if it 

has not already) find its way into our lives and that of our loved ones in one form or 

another.  How can we as a spiritual community address such a reality surrounding 

our young people? 

 Frankly, I am praying about this all of the time, and I do not claim to have all of 

the answers.  However, I am firstly convinced that it begins at home.  God-willing, 

as parents we are called to be the spiritual heads of our home and lead our children 

in the faith.  As Proverbs reminded God's people of old: Train a child in the way he 

should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it (22:6).  I believe such a call is 

more relevant than ever. 

 With life such that it is, however, our homes are never perfect places, and we are 

not perfect people.  None of us can ever live such a proverb flawlessly.  But know 

this: you were never meant to do this alone!  God at work through the gift of an 

intentional spiritual community is a contextual given serving as the backdrop for 

such commands in Scripture.  It was the one-time Anglican theologian, John Henry 

Newman, who held that we "form our presuppositions in community."  In other words, young people 

are formed not only in the home, but in the 

spiritual community they are exposed to, and 

this guides them heavily in who and what they 

become.  Their worldview, their choices, their 

value and outlook ideally should be formed in 

their spiritual family, which includes, in our 

case, and that of Newman, a local Eucharistic 

community.  Be certain that there are myriad 

other communities, both physical and virtual, 

that are seeking to fill this void.  For us at St. 

Paul's, we are an organic, flexing and Christ-

seeking family allowing the Spirit to show us the 

way ahead.  And currently, we are surrounding 

our youth with love, support and purpose in a 

world offering so much, yet spiritually so little.  

I am committed as your pastor to making certain that our kids have a place of spiritual nurture, 

education and empowerment. 

As you read this, eighteen of our youth (this number includes kids that have been reached out to, 

but are not yet members of our church) will be heading up to Monadnock, NH for their retreat with 

our Youth Ministry leadership team.  Pray for them, specifically that this community we are ever-

forging in Christ would shape the lives of our young people and prepare them for their unique sense 

of calling in life.  We as the church, along with our homes, are the first line of defense in what is 

essentially a contest for our kids' attention, value system, and yes, souls.  Stand with me, my friends, 

as we stand for our youth, and thank you for supporting the vision God is giving us. 
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† Notice is hereby given of the 

228th Annual Parish Meeting  

 

N otice is hereby given of the 228th Annual Parish Meeting of Saint Paul‘s Church, 

174 Whisconier Road, Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 22nd , 2012, 

in the Parish Hall, at 9:00 am.  The Priest-In-Charge will make appointments and elections 

will be held for various Vestry positions.  Nominations may be made from the floor at the 

meeting.  Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years of age are eligible to vote 

at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

There will be the Traditional 

Holy Communion service at 8:00 

am and the Contemporary Holy 

Communion Service at 10:30 am.  

Sunday School classes will be 

held at their normal time at 10:30 

am. There will be no 9:15 am 

Adult Christian Education Class. 

The church will provide a 

special coffee hour for the 

parishioners prior to the meeting. 

† Mission Possible 
 

Mission Committee Report (Bonnie Wanzer):  The committee after consultation with the 

finance committee submitted a budget of $30,950 for 2012 that was voted on and approved 

by the Vestry.  

The committee reviewed the list of missions, and assigned specific months during which 

that mission program should be highlighted during worship service announcements and 

publicized in the Sword of the Spirit and Sword Points. 

A total of $7,300 was collected from the Brookfield churches during the month of 

December Salvation Army kettle campaign.  Thanks to Don Winkley who coordinates this 

program, and insures the kettle completes its journey from church to church.  

Bill and Cathy Schrull gave a report about their recent trip to Kasulu.  Both were very 

encouraged by the excellent progress that is being made there under the 

leadership of the new bishop, Sadock Makaya.  Funds are still needed to 

complete construction of the school.  The availability of electricity on a full 

time basis has reduced the cost of the internet significantly, and made high 

speed DSL available.  There are plans to renovate two older buildings adjacent 

to the Bible College and open a guest cottage.  Visitors would pay to stay there 

and for use of the internet café.  This project has the potential to generate 

revenue to support ½ to 1/3 of the operating budget for the Bible College. 

Bill was satisfied that funds we are sending were been well utilized, and was 

very encouraged by the progress under Bishop Makaya.  Because of the decreased cost of 

internet maintenance Bill proposed reducing the amount allocated for internet for 2012 from 

$2,000 to $1,000.  He requested the amount designated for the Bible College be increased to 

$4,000 from $3,500.00.  This would reduce St. Paul‘s overall contribution by $500. 

The possibility of scheduling a parish breakfast in the next few months was discussed with 

no specific beneficiary identified at this time.  
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 † † † Monadnock UpdateMonadnock UpdateMonadnock Update 

W e‘re just over 24 hours away from heading north for the weekend, 

and the rain that we‘re getting in CT this week, is snow up north! 

Plus, it‘s going to feel a lot like January up there this weekend, with high 

temps in the 20‘s and overnight temperatures around zero degrees.  So, what 

does that mean for us? 

PLEASE!  Pack warm, pack extra, and keep your toes on your head!  We 

talked about this on Sunday, but don‘t forget an extra change of clothes and 

extra socks (at least two pair per day).  There‘s nothing like wet feet in 

January to ruin an awesome day.  Along with a winter coat, pack a hat, scarf, 

and gloves.  And with 3-5 inches of 

snow expected to be on the ground, 

boots are a must! 

With all the winter gear that 

you‘re bringing, please consider what 

items you don‘t need to bring with 

you, and leave them at home.  There 

is limited cargo space in the vehicles, 

and winter clothes take up a lot of 

luggage space. 

Remember:  Arrival time for 

Friday is 3:30pm.  If you haven‘t 

already dropped of your health forms at the church, please arrive ten minutes 

early so we can review them quickly 

before the trip.  Parents are invited to stay 

until we depart at 4 pm so that we can 

have a quick group prayer for the weekend 

before we head out. 

Questions or concerns: please ask before 

Friday so we can help you out! We‘re 

looking forward to an awesome weekend! 

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

January 13-15th  -  MBC Retreat 

January 22nd  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

January 29th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

February 5th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

February 12th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 
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†  Adult Christian Education 

T he Adult Education series entitled, "A Step 

Further: The Journey In Discipleship," by The 

Rev. Dr. Peter Moore continues this Sunday, meeting 

in the Guild Room at 9:15am.  A thirty minute video 

will be followed by a class discussion.  You may recall 

that Dr. Moore was our guest preacher for our 225th 

celebration.  Come learn afresh the call to Christian 

discipleship! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5stSmF-6yqQ&sns=em
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5stSmF-6yqQ&sns=em
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CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 Valet Parking Attendants Needed 
 

When:  Saturday, April 28 

Where: The Amber Room, Danbury, CT – 5 pm 

Why:    St. Paul’s volunteer efforts help a local non-
profit save on expenses by donating our time to 
their fundraising Gala.  It’s also a fun time of 

fellowship. 

Buffet dinner is served to all volunteers. 

Who to contact:  Pam Szen or David Szen 
 

Ability Beyond Disability supports over 1,700 people 

with disabilities in Connecticut and New York. 
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† Where Did You Go To Church Last Sunday 
Georgetown, Texas 

 

K irsten Peterson attended church on New Year‘s Day at 

Grace Episcopal Church in Georgetown, TX.  She's with 

my parents in the photo.  ―Grace Episcopal is where I had her first 

organist job--I played here from 1984-1988.‖ (This is not the 

original building, however.) 

 

Directions: 

Place ground beef in a large, deep skillet. Cook over 

medium-high heat until evenly brown. Drain, and   

crumble.  

In a large pot over high heat combine the ground beef, 

tomato juice, tomato 

sauce, kidney beans, 

pinto beans, onions, bell 

pepper, cayenne pepper, 

sugar, oregano, ground 

black pepper, salt, cumin 

and chili powder. Bring 

to a boil, reduce heat to 

low and simmer for 1 1/2 

hours. (Note: If using a 

slow cooker, set on low, 

add ingredients, and 

cook for 8 to 10 hours.)  

† Chili 

The Salvation Army  
Northern Fairfield County Volunteer Unit  

 

Re: Year 2011 ―Kettle Results‖  

Dear Fr. Joe: 
 

It is indeed a pleasure to report that through your efforts, 

the ―Kettle Collection‖ has collected a total of $7,126.13, the 

first time we have exceeded $7,000! In this economy, we are 

pleased to have done so very well!  

Of this, your parish has raised $3,907.17.  

The money will be used within our community to meet the urgent needs of our friends 

and neighbors. The current social needs remain great and unrelenting!  

The response and enthusiasm of our Christian community in joining with the volunteers 

of The Salvation Army is commendable.  

I want to personally thank you for your good works in HIS name!  

A Blessed Year 2012 to you and your Christian family. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Don Winkley & Dorothy Blake  

Ingredients: 

2 pounds lean ground beef  

1 (46 fluid ounce) can tomato juice 

(or substitute canned tomatoes) 

1 (29 ounce) can tomato sauce  

1 (15 ounce) can kidney beans, 

drained and rinsed  

1 (15 ounce) can pinto beans, drained 

and rinsed  

1 1/2 cups chopped onion  

1/4 cup chopped green bell pepper  

1/8 teaspoon ground cayenne pepper  

1/2 teaspoon white sugar  

1/2 teaspoon dried oregano  

1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper  

1 teaspoon salt  

1 1/2 teaspoons ground cumin  

1/4 cup chili powder 
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† Sunday’s Readings 

(click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

 “Come and See” 
 

 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

I n our opening reading we hear how Samuel learns that it is the Lord who is 

calling him.  Three times the boy Samuel misunderstands and thinks it is his 

mentor Eli summoning him during the night.  Finally Eli realizes it must be the 

Lord, and tells Samuel to be ready.  In the morning Samuel informs Eli of the 

punishment that is about to come upon his house.  As Samuel grows, all Israel 

recognizes that he has been chosen by God to prophesy to the people. 

 Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17  

With marvelous wisdom God alone perceives the heights and depths of life. 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20  

In this lesson Paul is required to criticize a misguided understanding of Christian 

freedom that has been adopted by some of the Corinthians.  ―All things are permitted me,‖ 

is what some are saying, and evidently then interpreting their freedom in Christ to mean that 

they are so ―spiritual‖ that they can join with a prostitute without doing any harm.  But our 

bodies, Paul contends, like all the rest of us, have now been dedicated to Christ.  They are 

temples of the Holy Spirit through which we may glorify God. 

John 1:43-51  

Our gospel is the story of Philip and Nathaniel becoming disciples of Jesus.  Nathaniel 

first doubts that the one whom Moses foretold could come from the virtually unknown town 

of Nazareth.  But Jesus astounds Nathaniel by telling him what normal sight could not have 

disclosed.  He then promises Nathaniel that he will have his own still greater vision, a 

heavenly revelation of the Son of Man as an intermediary between heaven and earth. 

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

As Samuel grew up, 

the LORD was with 

him and let none of his 

words fall to the ground. 

O n January 31st, the Ladies Tues. AM Bible Study will begin a new 18-week study 

on Hebrews with study books being distributed on January 24th.  The letter to the 

Hebrews reigns unchallenged as the New Testament‘s finest commentary on the 

relationship between Christ and the Old Testament.  Its stirring message will challenge you 

to live wholeheartedly for Him in every situation.  Please join us, whether you are new to 

studying the Bible or well versed.  Study books will cost approximately $8.00.  Please call 

or email Donna Betts to register at 203.830.9415 or donnabetts47@gmail.com. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
tel:203.830.9415
mailto:donnabetts47@gmail.com
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Photo Contest for February 

Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  

We are looking for a 

cover photo for our next 

monthly Sword.  The February 

issue covers Epiphany, Ash 

Wednesday & winter…..be 

creative.  Have fun.  Use your camera, your 

cell phone or borrow the church camera.  The 

deadline is January 23rd.  Send your pictures 

to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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† Scholarly Speaking 

Casting Lots 
 

I n a recent coffee hour conversation the discussion turned (and I don‘t remember just 

how) to the casting of lots, and especially to the use of Urim and Thummim 

mentioned at several points in the Old Testament.  Naturally this led to a little scholarly 

research into the Scriptural background for these practices. 

Even the meaning of the terms Urim and Thummim is less than certain.  

Yale University uses these Hebrew words on its shield and translates them 

in its motto as ―Light and Truth‖ but other meanings are also found*.  

Urim is similar to the normal Hebrew word for light, but it is also similar 

to the word for cursed or guilty which would bear out the use of this means 

to identify a guilty party (as in I Samuel 14:36-42), while Thummim is 

related to words meaning innocent or righteous(ness).  Although the words 

are both plural in form this seems, like the Hebrew word for God, to be intensive, indicating 

importance rather than actual number. 

Nor do we have any real idea of what they were physically.  We do, however, have a 

description of the Priestly vestments in Exodus 28:13-30 and again in Leviticus 8:7-9 and 

here the High Priest is described as wearing a breastplate (a piece of brocaded linen about 

nine inches square and decorated with twelve gemstones representing the tribes of Israel and 

also having Urim and Thummim placed in it.  This implies some sort of pouch 

built into the breastplate to hold the object(s) suggesting that they were fairly 

small, but tells us little else.  It is not even certain whether they were two 

separate objects (probably small tiles, similar to touch, but differently 

marked) or a single object with one side designated Urim and the other 

Thummim.  In either case the implication is that the Priest would reach into 

the pouch and either draw out one of the two items or draw out the one tile 

and display one side.  Another theory, held by many rabbis, was that Urim 

and Thummim were not separate objects, but rather reflected light in selected gems of the 

breastplate that was seen as providing an answer. 

There are four other references to Urim, either alone or with Thummim, in Scripture:  

Numbers 27:21 where Joshua is told to get instructions from God through the priest Eleazar, 

using the Urim; Deuteronomy 33:8 where Moses speaks 

of Thummim and Urim going to Levi; 1 Samuel 28:6 

where Saul who has fallen out of God‘s favor is unable 

to get any answer from the LORD; and two duplicate 

passages in Ezra and Nehemiah where priests of 

uncertain ancestry are told to wait for a judgment by 

Urim and Thummim before exercising their office.  As 

far as we can tell the ancient breastplate and its contents 

were lost in the Babylonian conquest, so this decision seems to be based on a hope that they 

would turn up, rather than any certainty that they would. 

There are a number of other instances of casting lots in 

one form or another in Scripture, and not always within the 

Jewish/Christian community.  Some of these probably also 

involved Urim and Thummim, especially the determination of 

the guilty party in Joshua 7:16-23; but others almost  certainly 

did not.  In the Old Testament we have the discovery by the 

Gentile crew of Jonah as the guilty party causing the storm 

and their casting him into the sea; and in the New, John tells 

the story of the Roman soldiers throwing dice to determine 

who should get Jesus‘ seamless robe.  Probably influenced by 

the traditional use of Urim and Thummim, but apparently using some handy device rather 

(Continued on page 13) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=193154044
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=193153818
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=193153930
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=193155991
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=193156291
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=193156512
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=193156969
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=193157031
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=193157416
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=193157591
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=193157831
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than we 

ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of Christ 

may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

† Cookies for Friends 

I f you have a child away at school, we would like to send them a care 

package of cookies once a month with a little message from home.  

Please email us with your child‘s name and school address and we will do the 

rest.  

Cookie Committee - Noah DoBosh – ndobosh@earthlink.net 

http://ndobosh@earthlink.net
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Vestry Meeting Minutes 

January 11th, 2012 
 

Treasurers Report 

We ended 2011 on a positive note.  Year 

to date through November we were in the 

red about $58,000 and cut that to $25,000 at 

the close of December.  Compared to 2010 

through November our income was down 

approximately $40,000, but by year‘s end 

income was only down $7,000.  Summing 

up 2011, extraordinary items that effected 

our bottom line were: $12,500 of 2010 

mission payments that were made in early 

2011; addition of paid Youth ministers in 

mid-year and approximately $7,000 of the 

Priest-in-Charge‘s 2010 social security 

payment in 2011. 

Ken noted that some money received to 

replace the hallway carpeting was deposited 

late in 2011, but won‘t be spent until 2012.  

Fr. Shepley said that the carpet bids were 

less than expected freeing up about half of 

that money for other physical items. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Mission Report (see page 4) 

The Vestry approved their budget of 

$30,950 for 2012 

Property Report (see page 14) 
 

PRIEST-IN-CHARGE REPORT:  A total 

of over 300 attended our three Christmas 

services.  General discussion was held 

regarding welcoming newcomers and Fr. 

Shepley said he hoped someone would step 

forward and help develop a newcomer 

ministry. 

18 youth are signed up to go on the 

Monadnock Bible Conference retreat 

weekend, many of them non-parishioners. 

David Williams and Fr. Shepley are 

working on a stewardship plan. 

OLD BUSINESS:  Reporting on the 

status of the Diocesan pledge Fr. Shepley 

stated that the finance committee 

recommended that Fr. Joe initiate a meeting 

with Bishop Douglas and our leadership 

concerning our pledge and seeking clarity as 

to where we are going (our DEPO 

agreement expired in 2008). 

Fr. Shepley thanked Mike Chengeri, 

Debbie Delaventura, Helen Carli and Susan 

Turner who are going off the Vestry for 

their leadership and he reported that a slate 

of nominees to replace them has been 

prepared and will be presented at the annual 

meeting. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  Fr. Shepley reported 

that David Szen requested to step down as 

Clerk and be on the slate at the annual 

meeting for the position of delegate to 

Diocesan convention and Danbury Deanery.  

David would like to get more involved with 

the diocese and deanery as our 

representative.  A nominee for Clerk will be 

discussed with the nominating committee 

and Wardens. 

 Brian Werneburg and Robin Powell 

each spoke highly of the new Sunday 

evening Vesper service and encouraged 

others to take part.  The service, which is in 

candlelight, focuses just on the Word of 

God. 
 

CLOSING: 

Being no further business, the meeting 

ended at 8:36 pm and closed with group 

prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Szen, Clerk of the Vestry 

† Vestry Receives Better Financial News to Start New Year 

than the actual High Priestly objects, was the selection of Matthias to replace Judas. 

While the activity of the Roman soldiers can be seen as straightforward gambling, the 

other instances all fit into the category of cleromancy, using a random method, not 

controlled by the human actors, to determine the will of God or to obtain a message from 

him.    Many of the accounts indicate that the casting of lots was surrounded and 

supported by prayer, and those of us who believe that God answers prayer, can also 

believe that he would use these means to give us his answer. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 
* Many years ago, before I had studied Hebrew, I asked a Yale friend of mine what the Hebrew in the 

shield meant; he laughed a bit and told me, ―To Hell with Harvard.‖ 

(Continued from page 11) Casting Lots 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=193159000
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† This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

January 18 
 

 Confession of Peter 
 

W hen Simon Bar-Jona confessed, ―You are the Christ,‖ 

Jesus responded, ―You are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my Church.‖  This rough fisherman and his brother 

Andrew were the first disciples called by Jesus.  Peter figures prominently in the 

Gospels, often stumbling, impetuous, intense, and uncouth. 

 It was Peter who attempted to walk on the sea, and began to sink; it was Peter 

who impulsively wished to build three tabernacles on the mountain of the 

Transfiguration; it was Peter who, just before the crucifixion, three times denied 

knowing his Lord. 

 But it was also Peter who, after Pentecost, risked his life to do the Lord‘s 

work, speaking boldly of his belief in Jesus.  It was also Peter, the Rock, whose 

strength and courage helped the young Church in its questioning about the 

mission beyond the Jewish community.  Opposed at first to the baptism of 

Gentiles, he had the humility to admit a change of heart, and to baptize the 

Roman centurion Cornelius and his household.  Even after this, Peter had a 

continuing struggle with his Jewish conservatism; for Paul, writing to the 

Galatians, rebukes him for giving way to the demands of Jewish Christians to dissociate 

himself from table-fellowship with Gentiles. 

Though the New Testament makes no mention of it, the tradition connecting Peter with 

Rome is early and virtually certain.  According to a legend based on that tradition, Peter fled 

from Rome during the persecution under Nero.  On the Appian Way, he met Christ, and 

asked him, ―Domine, quo vadis?‖ (―Lord, where are you going?‖).  The Lord answered, ―I 

am coming to be crucified again.‖  Peter thereupon retraced his steps, and was shortly 

thereafter crucified, head downwards.  ―I am not worthy to be crucified as my Lord was,‖ he 

is supposed to have said. 

As we watch Peter struggle with himself, often stumble, love his Lord and deny him, 

speak rashly and act impetuously, his life reminds us that our Lord did not come to save the 

godly and strong but to save the weak and the sinful.  Simon, an ordinary human being, was 

transformed by the Holy Spirit into the ―Rock,‖ and became the leader of the Church. 

† Properly Property 
 

Property Committee Report (by Mike Chengeri):  The front door restoration project 

is complete and painting of the doors will be completed in the spring.  

The replacement of the hallway carpets should proceed soon.  The 

large pile of Christmas trees growing on our property is from Boy 

Scout Troop 5, who continues to set the example of good stewardship 

and environmental awareness by collecting the trees and having them 

mulched to provide ground cover around the old cottage foundation. 

Effective February the property committee meetings will shift to 

the first Thursday of each month (Thursday, Feb 2nd).  This will 

allow time sensitive items to be prepared, and presented, to the 

Vestry within a week of discussion when they meet on the second Wednesday of the month. 

Mike Chengeri is going off the Vestry after serving last three years as the property 

committee liaison.  He will be replacing Doug Melody as the property committee chairman.  

Joe Bernardo will be the vestry liaison to the property committee. 

David Szen reported that discussions with and document submission to the Diocesan 

insurance provider re: a claim for water damage to carpets, walls, carillon, organ, etc. from 

our fall storms are complete and we should be receiving settlement payment soon. 
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin practice for Christmas) 
 

Opening Hymn Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 

Gradual Hymn The Light of Christ 

Offertory Hymn Here I Am, Lord 

Closing Hymn Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 

 
“Here I Am, Lord” 

 

O ne of the more popular contemporary songs we sing 

at St. Paul‘s is our offertory anthem this Sunday.  

―Here I Am, Lord‖ by Daniel Schutte (b. 1947). 

The stirring refrain is perhaps the first part of the hymn to 

capture the singer‘s imagination.  Many are unaware that this 

hymn represents Roman Catholic renewal music resulting 

from the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965). 

Mr. Schutte is a native of Wisconsin.  Following several 

college degrees, Mr. Schutte joined the Jesuits and served as 

the director of liturgy at Marquette University (1982-1986).  

He entered parish ministry in Milwaukee.  He is currently 

director of music at the University of San Francisco, a Jesuit 

institution, and tours extensively as a Christian concert artist.  

Of his many hymns, ―Here I Am, Lord‖ is the most 

commonly sung. 

A salient feature of Catholic renewal hymnody since the Second Vatican Council is a 

stirring and memorable refrain. ―Here I Am, Lord‖ recalls immediately Isaiah 6:8: ―Then I 

heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‗Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?‘  And I 

said, ‗Here am I; send me!‘‖ 

An unusual attribute of this hymn is the change in point of view that the singer makes 

between the stanzas and the refrain.  The stanzas speak from the perspective of God in the 

first person singular, while the refrain, though remaining in first person, is from the 

perspective of the singers of the hymn offering their lives to God. 

Each stanza reflects a paradox.  The powerful God, creator of ―sea and sky,‖ ―snow and 

rain‖ and ―wind and flame‖ is also the God who hears the ―people cry,‖ bears the ―people‘s 

pain‖ and ―tend[s] the poor and lame.‖ 

This is a hymn of transformation.  God transforms the darkness into light in stanza one, 

melts ―hearts of stone‖ with love in stanza two and nourishes the ―poor and lame‖ with the 

―finest bread‖—a clear Eucharistic reference. 

Each stanza ends with the question, ―Whom shall I send?‖  Rhetorical questions are very 

common poetical devices in Christian hymnody, but this is not one of them.  The refrain 

immediately offers the response, ―Here I am, Lord.‖ 

We are all grateful for this gift from a Roman Catholic composer to the church 

universal, a gift that has become one of the hymns most often sung by our generation. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

D avid Carli, Lauren Emmett, Nathaniel Hill & Selma 

Lindsay celebrate Saturday!  Monday is the big day for 

Matthew Barackman.  George Franklin will be blowing 

out candles on Tuesday.  Wednesday Maria Silva will be 

opening presents.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EiRa_d6M9Ss
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ZYr0D7_GWs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6fYAiqV-Bs&feature=related
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/y/y013.html
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..Our youth retreat at Monadnock, that they learn more about their individual 

relationship with Jesus.  Pray also for travel mercies and good health for all the whole 

weekend.  Pray that they have fun, peace, and enjoy each other's company. 

…..St. Peter‘s, Cheshire; Holy Advent, Clinton; Trinity Church, Collinsville; St. James‘, 

Danbury. 

.….Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Daniel and Ruth Hatch, complete healing and peace. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Barbara DeAnzeris, recuperating from surgery. 

…..Judy, David Williams‘ mother, for increased mobility and healing. 

…..Drew Crocker, for his continued healing, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

…..Wardens, treasurers, clerks, other vestry members, delegates and other elected lay 

leaders; annual parish meetings. 

† Saints of God 
January 12 

Aelred of Rievaulx 
 

A elred was born in 1109, of a family which had long 

been treasurers of the shrine of Cuthbert of 

Lindisfarne at Durham Cathedral.  While still a youth, he was 

sent for education in upper-class life to the court of King 

David of Scotland, son of Queen Margaret.  The King‘s 

stepsons Simon and Waldef were his models and intimate 

friends.  After intense disillusion and inner struggle, Aelred 

went to Yorkshire, where he became a Cistercian 

monk at the abbey of Rievaulx in 1133. 

 Aelred soon became a major figure in English 

church life.  Sent to Rome on diocesan affairs of 

Archbishop William of York, he returned by way of 

Clairvaux.  Here he made a deep impression on 

Bernard, who encouraged the young monk to write his first work, Mirror of Charity, 

on Christian perfection.  In 1143, Aelred led the founding of a new Cistercian house 

at Revesby.  Four years later he was appointed abbot of Rievaulx.  By the time of his 

death from a painful kidney disease in 1167, the abbey had over 600 monks, 

including Aelred‘s biographer and friend, Walter Daniel.  During this period, Aelred 

wrote his best known work, Spiritual Friendship. 

 Friendship, Aelred teaches, is both a gift from God and a creation of human 

effort.  While love is universal, freely given to all, friendship is a particular love 

between individuals, of which the example is Jesus and John the Beloved Disciple.  

As abbot, Aelred allowed his monks to hold hands and give other expressions of 

friendship.  In the spirit of Anselm of Canterbury and Bernard of Clairvaux, Aelred writes: 

There are four qualities which characterize a friend: Loyalty, right intention, discretion, 

and patience.  Right intention seeks for nothing other than God and natural good.  

Discretion brings understanding of what is done on a friend‘s behalf, and ability to know 

when to correct faults.  Patience enables one to be justly rebuked, or to bear adversity on 

another‘s behalf.  Loyalty guards and protects friendship, in good or bitter times. 

House of Prayer this month has 

been moved to January 14th due 

to the Pot Luck on the 21st. 

http://communio.stblogs.org/St Aelred3.jpg
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to this 

Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, Mike 

Chengeri, Laurie Dobosh, 

Lynne Donnelly, Bill 

Loring, Beth Miller, 

Patrick O‘Connors, Linda 

Pendergast, Kirsten 

Peterson, Joe Shepley, 

David Szen, Pam Szen, 

Bonnie Wanzer, Debbie 

Werneburg & Don 

Winkley.. 

 

Fellowship ~ Food ~ Fun 

Pot Luck Supper 

 
~Saturday, January 21st~ 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Bring a Dish 

Bring a Friend 

Bring your Family 

Bring a Game 

 

~Beverages provided~ 


