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Sword Points 
†  Lent Begins In Ashes 

 

O n Ash Wednesday we are reminded of our mortality and sin.  It is not a time for 

groveling; rather, it is a time for reality, for genuine humility, for repentance and 

forgiveness and renewed commitment to following the ways of Jesus.  Lent is a season of 

preparation, and we are already looking forward to Jesus‟ passion and 

death for us and then to Easter. 

 One of the oldest names for Lent is “the forty days,” meaning the 

days from Ash Wednesday to Easter less the Sundays that can be 

observed as anticipations of Easter, days of rest from fasting or other 

disciplines in order to strengthen ourselves.  “Forty” is a kind of generic 

number in scripture and calls quickly to mind significant biblical 

stories: the forty days of Noah‟s flood (Genesis 7:12); Moses‟ forty 

days on Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:18 and elsewhere); and the forty days 

that Nineveh was given to repent (Jonah 3:4).  We particularly think of the forty years that 

Israel was in the wilderness, tempted by Satan (Mark 1:13). 

(Continued on page 2) 

Holy Eucharist  &  Imposition of Ashes 
Ash Wednesday, February 22nd 

10:00 am    &   7:30 pm 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

K atherine Ecsedy celebrates today!  Friday is the big 

day for Deborah Gerhard & Timothy Williams.  

Christina Willeford, Cyril Dennerlein & Marion Mayers 

will have a presidential celebration on Monday.  Deborah 

Barackman, Kevin Castner & Paul Onorato will be 

blowing out candles on Ash Wednesday.  Have a blessed 

day each one of you! 

During the forty days of Lent God‟s people are invited again into a wilderness 

experience, not without temptation, to fast in one way or another, to pray and to seek in 

hope and trust to follow and serve their Lord.  With the people of God in ages past, we are 

on a pilgrimage through a wilderness of renewal and faith to the promised land and of 

following Jesus on the way to agony, passion, and death - and then new life. 
 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 

For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with thee to mourn our sins 

And close by thee to stay. 

  (The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 142) 
 

These themes will repeat themselves throughout Lent; journey, pilgrimage, wilderness, 

preparation, honest reflection, repentance, forgiveness, humility, renewal, following Jesus.  

Use this time to invite others to join you in this journey of renewal and faith. 

(Continued from page 1) Lent Begins In Ashes 

  †  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Feb. 16 - 7:30 pm - Healing Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., Feb. 18 -  7:30 am - Men‟s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - St. Paul‟s Quilters, Parish Hall 

   2:00pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

 Sun., Feb. 19 -            Last Sunday after Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

 Mon. Feb. 20 -  President‟s Day 

     (Parish Office Closed) 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue., Feb. 21  9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

 Wed., Feb. 22 -  Ash Wednesday 

   10:00 am - Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes 

   7:30 pm - Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes 

 Thu., Feb. 23 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
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†  Intentional Hospitality: A Lenten Discipline 
By Charles K. Robertson 

 

E ach year at the beginning of Lent, we Christians hear the tale of Jesus‟ heroic self-

control during his temptations in the desert, and we heed the call to give up 

something or take something on as a sign of our own devotion to God.  It is a time of self-

discipline and intentionality, when we take nothing for granted, especially our own 

mortality, and rather make good use - the best use - of our time and resources. 

One discipline that we can take on, that can have a profound impact on ourselves and 

those around us, is the practice of intentional hospitality.  Now, this is far more than a smile 

or greeting when we meet someone new, only to return to whatever activity or conversation 

in which we were already engaged.  No, intentional hospitality involves a strategic plan of 

action, biblically grounded and practically sound.  It is all about a spiritual investment in the 

lives of others.  Investing is not a foreign concept 

to most of us.  Whether we have a lot of money 

or very little, we make short and long term 

investments.  For those of us with children, we 

invest in their education.  We even make an 

investment in our cars every time we get an oil 

change or a tune-up, knowing that we do so in 

order to help ensure the future well-being of the 

vehicle.  How much more, then, should we invest 

in other people this Lent through a discipline of 

intentional hospitality. 

 And what does this look like?  I would 

propose a “3/1 Plan,” meaning that we target 

three people to whom we will reach out with the 

love of God in very specific ways, and also that 

we take one person already involved in our 

church community, though still somewhat new, 

and begin to apprentice that person.  There are scriptural precedents for what I suggest here.  

Jesus welcomed all and preached to thousands, he focused on a dozen, trained another 

seventy…and really invested his time and energy in three, Peter, James and John.  And in 

the Acts of the Apostles, we see that Barnabas, that wonderful model of holistic 

stewardship, took one newcomer, Paul, under his wing, and apprenticed him until the day 

came when Paul actually surpassed Barnabas in leadership.  One does not have to go far in 

the Hebrew Scriptures to see similar patterns in Moses and Joshua, Elijah and Elisha. 

How do we engage in a “3/1 Plan” ourselves this Lent?  It is not difficult; it just means 

being intentional.  First, consider three persons whom you know who are not actively 

involved in a faith community, and commit to praying for them throughout the forty days of 

Lent.  Second, reach out to each one in a very specific way.  Let one of them know that you 

are praying daily for her or him; I guarantee the person will be surprised, but also touched 

and a bit perplexed.  Answer honestly if asked why: tell the person that you highly value 

her/him, and this Lent decided you cared enough that you wanted to pray every day for her/

him. 

For the second person, perhaps you could write a letter - an old-fashioned hand-written 

letter - in which you tell that person how much you give thanks to God for him/her, and 

why.  If asked why you are doing this, again answer that this is Lent, and you could not 

think of a better time to express your deep appreciation for the person. 

For the third individual, actively invite her/him to the Palm Sunday service or some 

other special service or event during Lent.  Share your excitement about what your church 

does during Holy Week and what the various services mean.  Tell the person that you would 
(Continued on page 4) 
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† Stewardship Reflections 
 

“He rose, picked up his mat at once and went away in the sight of everyone.  They were 

all astounded and glorified God, saying, „We have never seen anything like this.‟”  

 - Mark 2:12 
 

H ave you taken any time lately to think about how truly good God has been to you?  

He may not have to cure your paralysis if He has already given you the gift of 

mobility.  But do we glorify and thank Him for such simple gifts as sight, and speech, and 

general health?  Do we generously give back to God in proportion to all the many blessings 

He has given to us? 

 

deeply appreciate having her/him as your special guest at one of those services, and then to 

have dinner or coffee afterwards to let you know what she/he thought about the experience.  

We are so afraid sometimes to ask that we might be surprised to learn that someone will 

actually feel honored to be asked! 

As for the apprentice part of the “3/1 Plan,” find that one person in your congregation 

who you would like to see become more fully involved or engaged in leadership, and ask 

that person out for lunch or dinner at the beginning of Lent.  Share with that person what 

gifts you see in him/her.  Suggest meeting together once a week for five weeks and either 

exploring together a book of the Bible (like Philippians) or some devotional book.  Not 

necessarily serious study - just good conversation over the book.  Ask what kind of ministry 

intrigues him/her, and explore how you can help in moving forward with that.  Be a 

Barnabas and help this “Paul” find a voice and mission in the church. 

If all this sounds like real work, it is!  But it is not overly difficult.  It is 

all about relationships with three people and one person, and becoming a bit 

more intentional in those relationships during this season of intentionality.  

And, let‟s face it, it might be more fun than just giving up chocolate! 

 

The Rev. Canon C. K. Robertson, Ph.D. is author of several books, 

including Transforming Stewardship and A Dangerous Dozen 

(Continued from page 3) Intentional Hospitality 

†  Called to Comfort & Encourage 

T he Chaplain Service of Connecticut will again be 

conducting a volunteer associate pastor‟s training program.  

The spring training program will be held on Saturdays, March 10, 

17, 24, 31 and April 14 and 21.  All training will be held at the 

Chaplain Service of CT main office at 2 Stony Hill Road, Bethel, 

CT, from 10:00 am until 12:00 pm in the lower-level. 

Our purpose is to recruit volunteers from the Church who will adopt a care facility in 

their community.  Associate Chaplains are in association with their Church and CSC where 

we provide direction and support.  We train volunteers to help meet the spiritual needs of 

long term care facility residents by respectfully sharing God‟s Love, Hope and Word. 

If you have anyone you think would benefit from this ministry, please let us know.  We 

will be happy to send out an application or provide more information.  We can be reached by 

calling 203-798-8346.  Our last class consisted of 26 graduates from 14 different churches. 

W e are sad to report that we are not having a Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Supper this year.  But, if you really need a pancake fix, 

try St. John‟s in Sandy Hook (5 pm) or St. James, Danbury (5:30 pm). 
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CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 
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Valet Parking Attendants Needed 

 

When:  Saturday, April 28 

Where: The Amber Room, Danbury, CT – 5 pm 

Why:    St. Paul’s volunteer efforts help a local non-
profit save on expenses by donating our time to 
their fundraising Gala.  It’s also a fun time of 

fellowship. 

Buffet dinner is served to all volunteers. 

Who to contact:  Pam Szen or David Szen 
 

Ability Beyond Disability supports over 1,700 people 

with disabilities in Connecticut and New York. 

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

February 19th  -  No Youth Group or Vespers 

February 26th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

March 4th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

March 11th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

March 18th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

March 25th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

† What Did Jesus Eat? - Part 5 
 

Grapes 
 

J esus called Himself “The True Vine” in John 15:1-6. Many vineyards are still in the 

Jerusalem area and surrounding hillsides. Grapes are a rich source of many 

phytonutrients including resveratrol and 

saponins and many other antioxidant 

compounds. Research reports have 

suggested that red grapes or grape juice can 

support normal heart health by decreasing 

bad cholesterol and triglycerides, preventing 

the oxidation of bad cholesterol, and 

supporting an overall improved antioxidant 

status. New research shows that grape 

extracts also support healthy skin! 

Aaron Tabor, MD is an anti-aging, weight 

loss, and nutritional cosmetic expert. 

http://www.beliefnet.com/health
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†  Lenten Series Begins February 29th 
 

F ather Shepley will be offering a 5 week Lenten series entitled, “Becoming a 

Good Samaritan,” based on the World Vision-inspired DVD and outreach 

program.  This study is a biblically-based follow-up to our World Vision Sunday 

and ongoing outreach from last year.  

The series will begin at 6:30pm with 

a soup supper, followed by the DVD 

presentation and discussion, and will 

conclude at approximately 8 pm.  

Sign-up sheets are in the back of the church.  Come join us, and bring a friend. 

Sessions include: 1) Becoming a Good Samaritan  2) Caring for the Sick  3) 

Seeking Justice and Reconciliation  

4) Honoring the Poor  5) Tending to 

God's Creation  6) Loving the 

Forsaken.  Juststart.org is a website 

further describing this ministry. 

The same Lenten series will be 

offered on Thursday mornings from 

10:00-11:30 am in the Guild Room 

for those unable to come 

Wednesday evenings. 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 

 

…..St. Timothy‟s, Fairfield; Trinity/St. Michael‟s, Fairfield; St. James‟, Farmington. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, quick healing and a return to her home. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Mission partnership networks: the Africa Connections Network, Haiti Connections 

Network, and Latin American Connections Network;  all parish mission partnerships; the 

Companions in Mission Committee. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing. 

…..the mutual companion relationship of the Diocese of Connecticut and the Diocese of 

Colombia. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi for healing and strength.  Sleep and rest, and blessings for Sylvia as his 

caregiver.  

…..St. Paul’s lectors, readers of scripture to us on Sunday mornings. 

…..Harlan Jessup, prompt healing from his recent eye surgery.  

…..Drew Crocker, for his continued healing, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

 

 Luke 9:11     Jesus welcomed them and spoke to them about the Kingdom of God and 

healed those who needed healing." 

http://juststart.org/
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O ur annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on 

Saturday, April 7th at 10 - 11:30 am for children 

pre-K to Grade 5.  We will be accepting donations of 

wrapped candy and would love some help with 

this fun event.  If you would like to help with 

planning a craft for the children, making a 

simple snack for the children to enjoy, please 

contact either Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 
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† Happy Valentine’s Day from 

the Men’s Breakfast 
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† Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

And God saw 

everything that he 

had made, and, 

behold, it was very 

good. Genesis 1:31 
 

Saint Paul’s Garden Ministry is seeking people 

to help with:  Spring Cleanup in early April 

Help plant, prune and weed during the spring, 

summer and fall 

 
Wanted: A person, small 

group or friends to Adopt-

a-Garden 

To learn how you can 

help to beautify 

our gardens please see 

Fr. Shepley 

or Pam Szen  

A Special th
anks to

 Gail 

Winkley, R
obin Powell, 

Susan Howell &
 Tom Tucker 

who have all s
tepped 

forward with their 

green thumbs. 

 

Ingredients: 

1 16 oz. can refried beans 

1 T. taco seasoning mix 

1 c. sour cream 

1 c. salsa 

1 c. lettuce, shredded 

1 c. cheddar cheese, shredded 

½ c. scallions, chopped (optional) 

2 T. olives, pitted and sliced (optional) 

† Ultimate 7-Layer Dip Directions: 

Mix the beans and taco seasoning then spread 

onto bottom of a 9-inch pie plate.  

Layer remaining ingredients in the 

order given above.  Refrigerate until 

chilled and serve with tortilla chips. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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† Saints of God 

February 16 

Charles Todd Quintard 
Bishop of Tennessee, 1898 

 

C harles Todd Quintard was the second bishop of the Diocese of Tennessee and the 

first Vice Chancellor of The University of the South at Sewanee. 

Quintard was born in 1824 in Stamford, Connecticut.  In 1847 he received the degree of 

Doctor of Medicine from the Medical College of New York University and worked at New 

York‟s Bellevue Hospital.  After a brief episode of practicing 

medicine in Athens, Georgia, Quintard became the professor of 

anatomy and physiology at Memphis Medical College and an 

editor of the Memphis Medical Reporter.  In 1848, Quintard 

married Katherine Isabella Hand, a native of Roswell, Georgia, 

and together they were the parents of three children. 

It was while he was in Memphis that Quintard came to know 

Bishop James Hervey Otey, the first bishop of Tennessee.  Under 

Otey‟s personal tutelage, Quintard prepared for holy orders.  He 

was ordained to the diaconate on New Year‟s Day 1855 and to 

the priesthood on the Feast of the Epiphany, 1856.  He served as 

rector of the Church of the Advent, Nashville, until his election as the second bishop of 

Tennessee in October 1865.  He served as bishop until his death in 1898. 

During the Civil War, Quintard played dual roles in the Confederate Army as both 

chaplain and surgeon.  Following the war, he was instrumental in bringing together the 

previously divided factions and extending the reach of the Episcopal Church, particularly 

among African Americans. 

Bishop Quintard was a strong advocate of education at every level and played a major 

role in the establishment of schools.  Perhaps his greatest 

accomplishment was the rebuilding of the University of the 

South at Sewanee after its destruction during the Civil War.  

He made several successful trips to 

England to raise the funds to secure 

the future of the University.  From February 1867 to July 1872, 

Quintard served as the reconstituted University‟s first Vice 

Chancellor.  Quintard believed that a great Episcopal university was 

essential, not just to the church in Tennessee and the southeast, but 

to the whole church, and thus devoted much of his ministry to 

Sewanee. 

Did You Know? 

Our former rector 

Andrew Buchanan 

completed his 

undergraduate 

degree at Sewanee? 

† Using Your God-given Talents to Serve God 
 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped,  but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 

human likeness.   Philippians 2:5-7 (NIV) 

 

T his verse that tells us that we should strive to be like Christ.  

As humans we tend to be goal-driven.  Even the most lack-

luster lazy person alive has basic goals such as finding the next meal, 

locating a safe comfortable place to sleep, and having some 

rudimentary plan of survival.  Most of us go beyond basic instincts 

of necessity and set goals pertaining to our educations, careers, and 

families.  In this verse we are given a Godly goal for which to strive--to put others 

above us and to serve them. 
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 †  New Vestry Meets; Youth Leader Sweeting is Leaving 

February 8th, 2012 
 

The meeting was opened at 7:30 pm with 

prayer led by Jim Castronova, who also led a 

devotional about what it means to be called 

by God, to accept Jesus as the Lord of your 

life and to follow him empowered by the 

Holy Spirit.  Joe Bernardo spoke of the 

meaning of the cross in our daily lives, 

referring to Psalm 16:11.  Phil Hannah 

chaired the meeting.  Minutes from the 

January 11th meeting were approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report (Ken Kumerle): 

January income was $36,543.62 with 

expenses of $39,714.61 for a net of -

$3,170.99 for the month.  Included in the 

expenses is the payment for the front door 

repairs in the amount of $4,300 a capital 

expense from last year. 
 

Priest-in-Charge Report: 

Attendance is up, with lots of newcomers.  

Bishop Rowthorn will be here on June 10th 

for Confirmation.  

There will be a 

newcomers retreat in 

preparation for 

Confirmation. 

 Bishop Douglas is 

pleased with what goes 

on at St. Paul‟s.  Bill 

Schrull in on the 

Diocesan Mission Committee and will be 

helping to lead music at the Mission 

Conference on March 3rd.  The Rev. Canon 

Audrey Scanlon, Canon for Mission Co-

ordination, will be visiting us for worship on 

February 19th. 

We will have a five week Lenten program, 

a soup salad supper followed by a series 

from World Vision entitled “How to Become 

a Good Samaritan.” 

There will be a marriage course in the 

spring and Alpha in the fall. 

The Vestry will have a combination Vestry 

Retreat and March Vestry Meeting on 

Saturday, March 10th in the guild room. 
 

Old Business: 

Debbie Delaventura will be heading up a 

Safety Committee with Joe Bernardo as the 

liaison from the Property Committee and to 

the Vestry. 

A discussion on our Diocesan pledge 

followed.  We have been paying a 6.5% 

pledge to the Diocese as agreed to with our 

now expired DEPO arrangement.  The 

standard for the Diocese is 12.5%.  We 

agreed to continue paying the 6.5% until we 

have the meeting we have requested with 

Bishop Douglas. 
 

New Business: 
A discussion of name tags for the entire 

congregation was tabled until next month.  

We will start with name tags for Vestry and 

greeters now.  More greeters are needed at 

both services. 

Our youth leader Lindsay Sweeting will be 

leaving us to move to North Carolina next 

month.  Her last week will be March 4th.  She 

will be sorely missed.  The Vestry agreed to 

replace her as soon as possible and to recruit 

volunteers both for the interim and into the 

future.  A Youth Committee was formed 

consisting of Fr. Shepley, Cathy Schrull, 

Lois Hunt and Patrick O‟Connors to find a 

replacement. 

A future Vestry retreat weekend was 

discussed and met with enthusiasm from the 

Vestry.  Vestry manuals were passed out to 

the new members and updated bible study 

and thanksgiving schedules were passed out 

along with a new Vestry list. 
 

Closing: 

The meeting ended at 9:05 pm and was 

closed with a prayer by Fr. Shepley. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  A Goodbye 

O ne of our Youth Leaders Lindsay Sweeting announced this week that she 

will be moving in March, as she joins her husband in Asheville, North 

Carolina.  She will miss everyone at St. Paul's and is asking for your prayers 

for the youth group at St. Paul's during this time of transition. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the Youth Group, please send 

them to youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com. 

mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

Septua What? 
 

Q: What is Septuagesima, and where did it go? 
 

T he late Boone Porter, who taught Liturgics at both Nashotah 

House and General Seminary, was a major player in the 

creation of the 1979 Prayer Book, but he was not entirely happy with 

all the results.  On one occasion he remarked to me on the irony that 

the revisers “didn‟t think Episcopalians could handle the Latin 

„Septuagesima‟ any more, but expected them to learn the Greek 

„Pentecost‟ instead of Whitsunday.”* 

The observance, or not, of the -gesimas (the three Sundays before Lent were 

traditionally known as Septuagesima, Sexagesima, and Quinquagesima) has little to do with 

the fact that they have Latin names, but that is still a useful place to start.  They are the Latin 

for Seventieth, Sixtieth, and Fiftieth, respectively, and refer to the fact that the last of these 

is the fiftieth day before Easter (inclusive of Easter) and the earlier ones reach back to 

approximately sixty and seventy days before the feast.  It is generally assumed that the 

names of these Sundays - and of the First Sunday in Lent, Quadragesima (Fortieth) simply 

represent an approximate sequence based on Quinquagesima.  There is also a theory which 

identifies Septuagesima with the 

beginning of a seventy day period 

(ending on Easter Saturday) 

commemorating the seventy year 

captivity of the Jews in Babylon.  While 

the opening anthems used on these two 

days (“The sorrows of death have 

surrounded me. . .” and “The Lord led out 

his people in gladness. . .”) do fit with the theme of entering and leaving captivity there is no 

real evidence that this time was consciously kept as a memorial of the Babylonian period. 

Some of you will remember the old hymn, “Advent tells us Christ is near,” (full text 

here) which goes on to tell us, “Those three Sundays before Lent / will prepare us to 

repent; / that in Lent we may begin / earnestly to mourn for sin.”  The intent of this two and 

a half week period was precisely to give a little space for easing into Lent.  In the 1928 

Prayer Book a heading identified this time as the “Pre-Lenten Season” and the traditional 

Scriptures for the day began to introduce themes related to repentance and faithful living.  It 

was also customary at this time to omit Gloria in excelsis, and the use of “Alleluia” and to 

use violet (or other dark colored) vestments and hangings.  Note that in England and most of 

northern Europe unbleached cloth was usually used for Lent itself so that there was a 

sequence from more festal colors after Epiphany to more somber ones in Pre-Lent to the 

suggestion of sack cloth and ashes in the vestments of Lent itself.  It was not, however, a 

time of fasting so it could coexist with Carnival time, 

which was not actually a Church season, but it too 

marked a time of preparation for Lent.  Less somber than 

the -gesimas, it was a time for a little feasting and 

reveling before the Fast began on Ash Wednesday. 

 The decision to abandon this little season was first 

made by our Roman Catholic brethren, though it does not 

apply to those places that still use the older Latin service 

Books.  Similarly those Anglican churches which still retain older Prayer Books side by side 

with newer alternatives (e.g. Canada and England) retain Pre-Lent where the older forms are 

still in general use.  We at least don‟t have to worry about that!  I must confess, however, 

that without this little buffer Lent seems to come very abruptly, and for that reason I do miss 

(Continued on page 15) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/a/d/v/adventel.htm
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Our Bill S
chrull is

 

leading the music 

for th
is e

vent. 

†  First Communion Classes 

T he first meeting for those children in Grade 2 (and 

above) to begin First Holy Communion Classes with Fr. 

Joe is April 22nd.  We'll meet in the Level 4 classroom at 9:45 

until 10:15 on the following Sundays: April 22, April 29, May 

6th & May 12th.  First Holy Communion will take place on May 

20th during the 10:30 am service. 

http://ctmissionconnect.org/group/companionsinmission
http://www.ctepiscopal.org/images/customer-files/MissionConf2012speakers_workshops.pdf
http://missionconf2012.eventbrite.com/
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the -gesimas. 

Since we are now expected to know some Greek terminology, even if not Latin, let‟s 

also look at Pentecost.  The word corresponds to Quinquagesima, but in this case denotes 

the fiftieth day after Easter Day.  It corresponds to the Jewish Feast of Weeks, falling seven 

weeks (fifty days when you count both the first and last days of the period) after Passover, 

and was already known as Pentecost among Greek speaking Jews.  Among Christians it 

became important as the day on which the Holy Ghost descended on the Apostles and they 

began to publicly proclaim Christ.  The native English name for it, still found in the Prayer 

Book, is Whitsunday.  This reflects the English - and North European - practice of making it 

a major occasion of Baptism as Easter was often just too cold in Northern climates and 

refers to the white robes worn by the newly baptized. 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

*The present author studied with Dr. Porter at General, and later served with him on the Executive 

Committee of the Anglican Society - his remark was part of a conversation after an ExCom meeting in 

the mid nineties. 

(Continued from page 13) 

† Girl Scout Sunday is March 11th! 

T his year's celebration is special because the organization 

is celebrating 100 years of scouting.  Any Girl Scouts 

interested in participating should arrive at 10:15 am in uniform 

on March 11.  Participating Brookfield Girl Scouts will receive a 

special Girl Scout Sunday patch.  Please have any Brookfield 

scouts interested in participating contact me, so I may reserve a 

patch.  My email is JohnRConte@msn.com.  M.J. Hartell-Conte 

Scholarly Speaking 

† Valentine’s Day Fire, 1937 

7 5 years ago on Valentine's Day our old wooden church burned to the ground.  Click 

here for some more amazing photographs and newspaper article about the fire. 

From the ashes look what God has provided. 

 

Bishop Rowthorn writes: 

“Dear Friends, I am glad that St. Paul's is on fire 

again this Valentine's Day.  I pray that nobody will 

succeed in putting it out but rather that it will spread - 

the fire of the Holy Spirit, that is…..” 

mailto:JohnRConte@msn.com
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/about-us/our-history/the-fire-1937.html
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†  President’s Day 

 

T hroughout much of American history, the religion of past American 

presidents has been the subject of contentious debate. 

 Almost all of the presidents can be characterized as Christian, at least by 

formal membership.  Some were Unitarian or unaffiliated with a specific religious 

body.  Some are thought to have been deists, or irreligious.  No president thus far 

has been an Atheist, a Jew, a Buddhist, a Muslim, a Hindu, a Sikh or an adherent 

of any other specifically non-Christian religion. 

 For many earlier presidents, formal church membership was forestalled until 

they left office; and in several cases a president never joined any church.  Conversely, 

though every president from Washington to John Quincy Adams can be definitely assigned 

membership in an Anglican or Unitarian body, the significance of these affiliations is often 

downplayed as unrepresentative of their true beliefs. 

The pattern of religious adherence has changed dramatically over the course of United 

States history, so that the pattern of presidential affiliations is quite unrepresentative of 

modern membership numbers.  For example, Episcopalians are extraordinarily well 

represented among the presidents, compared to a current membership of about 2% of the 

population; this is partly because the Episcopal Church had been the Church of England 

before the American Revolution and was the state religion in some states (such as New 

York and Virginia).  The first seven presidents listed as Episcopalians were all from 

Virginia. 

St. John's Episcopal Church, just across Lafayette Square, north of the White House, 

and built in 1815–1816, is the church nearest to the White House, and its services have been 

attended at least once by nearly every president since James Madison (1809–1817).  

Another Episcopal church, Washington National Cathedral, chartered by Congress in 1893, 

has been the scene of many funeral and memorial services of presidents and other 

dignitaries, as well as the site of interfaith presidential prayer services after their 

inaugurations. 

Presidential proclamations, from the earliest days, have often been laden with religious 

if not explicitly Christian language. In at least two cases, presidents saw fit to issue denials 

that they were atheists. 

George Washington frequently 

displayed a humble and gracious 

respect towards God in his personal 

letters and public speeches.  He 

served as an Anglican vestryman and 

warden for more than a decade and a 

half at a time when everyone in 

politics in Virginia had to be 

Anglican.  James Monroe was raised 

in a family that belonged to the 

Church of England when it was the 

state church in Virginia, and as an 

adult attended Episcopal churches.  William Henry Harrison was a vestryman of Christ 

Episcopal Church in Cincinnati, Ohio after resigning his military commission in 1814.  

Franklin Pierce after leaving office was baptized, confirmed, and became a regular 

communicant in St. Paul's Episcopal Church, in Concord, NH.  Chester A. Arthur, upon his 

wife's death in 1880, commissioned a memorial window for the south transept of St. John's, 

Lafayette Square, visible from the White House and lighted from within at his behest.  

George W. Bush was raised in the Episcopal Church but converted to Methodism upon his 

marriage in 1977. 
(Continued on page 17) 

The Parish Office 

will be closed on 

Monday, February 

20th for 

President‟s Day. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christians
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unitarianism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unaffiliated
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irreligion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atheist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslims
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_%28United_States%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_religion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._John%27s_Episcopal_Church,_Washington,_D.C.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lafayette_Square
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_House
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Madison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_National_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Monroe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_in_the_United_States_of_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Henry_Harrison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vestry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cincinnati,_Ohio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Pierce
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chester_A._Arthur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transept
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._John%27s_Episcopal_Church,_Lafayette_Square_%28Washington,_D.C.%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._John%27s_Episcopal_Church,_Lafayette_Square_%28Washington,_D.C.%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_House
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_W._Bush
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_in_the_United_States_of_America


 17 

 
†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair 

Gradual Hymn Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 

Offertory Hymn O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright  

Closing Hymn Alleluia, Song of Gladness  

 

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 
 

T his hymn was written by Charles Wesley, the brother of John Wesley and the 

author of so many hymns ("Love Divine, All Loves Excelling," "O for a Thousand 

Tongues to Sing," "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today," "Hark the 

Herald Angels Sing," and more than six thousand others). 

This hymn celebrates Christ's glory - glory being a Biblical 

word usually associated with the splendor of God's presence or 

the splendor of God's creation. 

Jesus Christ shared God's glory - God's magnificent presence.  

His glory was revealed on the Mount of Transfiguration to three 

of his disciples, Peter, James, and John.  Seeing that glory 

astonished them - terrified them.  My guess is that, if God were to 

reveal himself to us in all his glory, we might be a bit 

overwhelmed too.  But the disciples didn't have any reason to be 

afraid.  Jesus didn't come to hurt them, but to help them. 

In this hymn, Wesley sees Christ's glory filling the skies like the sun - triumphing over 

the shades of night.  I like that vision of Christ's glory, because it helps me to see Christ in 

every sunrise.  Christ's glory floods the world with light and dispels the darkness, just like 

the sun.  The son, S-O-N, is like the sun, S-U-N, bringing light and warmth and life to our 

world. 

 Did you know that … James K. Polk came from a Presbyterian 

upbringing but was not baptized as a child, due to a dispute with the local 

Presbyterian minister in rural North Carolina?  Polk's father and 

grandfather were Deists, and the minister refused to baptize James unless 

his father affirmed Christianity, which he would not do.  Polk had a 

conversion experience at a Methodist camp meeting when he was thirty-

eight, and thereafter considered himself Methodist.  On his deathbed, he 

summoned the Rev. John B. McFerrin, who had converted him years 

before, to baptize him. 

Did you know that …  William McKinley is the only president to include exclusively 

Christian language in his Thanksgiving Day proclamation? 

Did you know that … Dwight  Eisenhower was instrumental in the addition of the 

words "under God" to the Pledge of Allegiance in 1954, and the 1956 

adoption of "In God We Trust" as the motto of the USA, and its 1957 

introduction on paper currency?  He composed a prayer for his first 

inauguration, began his Cabinet meetings with silent prayer, and met 

frequently with a wide range of religious leaders while in office. 

Did you know that … Henry A. Wallace, former vice president 

of the United States, predicted before the Brookfield Improvement 

Society at St. Paul's Parish Hall that in time people will turn their 

eyes back from outer space to the earth and its fruits in June, 1959? 

(Continued from page 16) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yh2Sfurh3lI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkBlwOdRKU0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zl7mpAdQDRM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUa2XMDu5Xw
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_K._Polk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pledge_of_Allegiance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_God_We_Trust
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motto
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22A.+Wallace%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Brookfield+Improvement+Society%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Brookfield+Improvement+Society%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Parish+Hall%22
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts 
 

A s Fr. Shepley explores the cleansing of Naaman by the prophet 

Elisha, the difference between success and faithfulness is looked at.  

Drawing on the life of Vincent Van Gogh, the point is further deepened to 

show how God's sovereignty can be at work in human brokenness, revealing 

what is called "grace."  

 To replay sermons follow this link for The Sunday Sermons each week. 

†  Welcome Newcomers! 
 

F r. Shepley will be offering a welcome class for anyone new to St. Paul's on 

Saturday, March 10th from 11:15am - 12:30 pm in the Guild Room.  Come 

hear more about your church, who we are, where we have been and where we are 

headed.  Please sign up in the back of the church if you plan to attend. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Sunday’s Readings 

(click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

Glory on the Mountain 
 

2 Kings 2:1-12 

F rom the Hebrew Bible we hear the story of the taking up of the prophet Elijah into 

heaven and the passing on of his power to Elisha.  The narrative illustrates the great 

favor Elijah found in the eyes of the Lord as he is carried away in a chariot of fire.  Elisha is 

first in despair and rends his clothing in mourning, yet realizes he himself has been chosen 

to offer continued prophetic vision to the people. 

 Psalm 50:1-6 

 The psalm tells of the majestic and righteous God who requires true sacrifice 

and thanksgiving of the people. 

 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

 In this lesson Paul proclaims that Christ is the very image of God, though not 

all can perceive this truth.  This proclamation focuses on Jesus Christ as Lord, and 

Paul is captive to this message.  As light shone from darkness in creation, so God 

has shone forth in the hearts of those to whom the light of the knowledge of God in 

Christ has been given. 

 Mark 9:2-9  

Our gospel is the story of Jesus‟ transfiguration.  The narrative draws upon themes and 

symbols from Israel‟s past and its hopes for the future.  Moses and Elijah represent the law 

and the prophets, whose promises Jesus fulfills.  The chosen disciples see divine glory 

reflected in Jesus‟ human person.  A voice from the cloud declares that he is God‟s beloved 

Son. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for March Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our next 

monthly Sword.  The March issue covers Lent & winter/spring…..be creative.  

Have fun.  Use your camera, your cell phone or borrow the church camera.  The 

deadline is February 27th.  Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Hebrews 1:1 

In the past God spoke 

to our ancestors 

through the prophets 

at many times and in 

various ways,  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpiLast_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpiLast_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpiLast_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpiLast_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1:1&version=NIV
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 
 

 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from 

thinking of ourselves more highly than we ought to 

think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the 

cause of Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

† “Who’s That?” 
 

W e found this little cherub for our “Who‟s 

That?” contest this week.  If you think you 

know who it is, send your answer by e-mail to stpaulss-

wordpoints@gmail.com. Who knows you could win 

another one of our awesome prizes. 

If you would like to submit a picture for “Who‟s 

That?” send it by e-mail to stpaulssword-

points@gmail.com.  Or you can give it to Fr. Joe or the 

parish office.  We‟ll scan them and get them right back to 

you. 

 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to 

this Weeks Sword 

Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, Dot 

Crocker, Lynne 

Donnelly, Clayton 

Ferry, Bill Loring, 

Diane Loring, M.J. 

Hartell Conte, Lois 

Hunt, Beth Miller, 

Heather Melody, 

Patrick O‟Connors, 

Lori O‟Hara, Linda 

Pendergast, Kirsten 

Peterson, Bill 

Schrull, Joe 

Shepley, Lindsay 

Sweeting, David 

Szen, Pam Szen 

and Don Winkley. 

After receiving ashes on his forehead on Ash Wednesday, Little 

Johnny asked his dad what they were.  Before his dad could answer, his 

8-year-old sister told him that some people are buried after they die and 

some people are burned and that makes ashes. 

Little Johnny exclaimed, “Then who is on my forehead?” 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com

