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Sword Points Transforming 
Lives 

Through 
Jesus 

†  SPRING HAS SPRUNG 

A s we head toward the final week of 

Lent and Holy Week, the days and 

nights have equaled out and Spring has 

arrived.  Usually for us the arrival of 

Spring is wishful thinking, knowing that 

true warm weather is about a month away.  

But not this year.  A week of weather with 

temperatures in the 60’s 

and ‘70’s has the gardening crew checking 

out our flower beds and finding daffodils, 

crocuses and other early spring 

varieties already blooming.  But 

with the good, comes the bad.  We 

already have our first weed!  

Better pull it out fast before it 

goes to seed. 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Mar. 22 - 10:00 am - Lenten Series, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

 Sat., Mar. 24 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer 

   6:00 pm - Pot Luck 

 Sun., Mar. 25 -            Fifth Sunday of Lent 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   5:00 pm - Youth Group 

   6:15 pm - Vespers with Communion 

   7:00 pm  Acolyte Training & Pizza Party 

 Mon., Mar. 26 -            The Annunciation 

 Tue., Mar. 27 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm  - Grief Group, Guild Room 

 Wed., Mar. 28 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - Lenten Series, Parish Hall 

 Thu., Mar.29 - 10:00 am - Lenten Series, Guild Room  

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

 “I will be their God and they shall be my people.” 

 - Jeremiah 31:33 

 

W hat does it mean to be God’s people?  It means that first 

we recognize that everything we have and everything we 

are truly belongs to God.  It also means that we are willing to use 

our gifts and our lives to care for the world just as God cares for us. 
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 †  A Light In The Darkness Of Lent 
 

By Lori Erickson 

  

A s I make my way through the season of Lent again this year, my thoughts return to 

a visit I made to Jerusalem in January.  If I close my eyes I can summon in an 

instant the twisting labyrinth of streets in the Old City, its narrow thoroughfares crowded 

with orthodox Jews, robed Muslims, Israeli soldiers, and Christian pilgrims from around the 

world. 

In the midst of the crowds, the Via Dolorosa, the “Way of Sorrow,” marks the path 

followed by Jesus from the Roman judgment court to Golgotha.  Was this 

the exact route taken by Jesus?  Probably not, say historians.  But as with so 

much in the Holy Land, exactitude is not the point.  Jesus did walk through 

the city of Jerusalem on his way to be killed, and then, as now, the Old City 

was a bustling place, full of the heady aroma of spices, the playful antics of 

children, and the banter of shoppers.  The everyday activities of the world 

did not stop for that tortured journey, and neither does the Old City keep 

quiet for the pilgrims who follow the Via Dolorosa today. 

On my own walk along the Via Dolorosa, I struggled to maintain a sense of reverence 

while dodging street carts and brushing off the enticements of eager merchants.  Even after I 

reached the route’s end at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, I found myself distracted, for 

this church built on the site where Jesus is said to have been killed, entombed, and 

resurrected is one of the most curious holy sites I’ve ever visited.  It’s not a church in the 

conventional sense, but rather a series of shrines.  Inside its massive front door, visitors 

climb the stairs to Golgotha, a spot marked with a gilded and highly ornamented Greek 

Orthodox altar.  Descending the stairs, they pass by the Stone of Unction, which 

commemorates the spot where Jesus’ dead body was anointed and wrapped for the grave, 

and then pass to the sepulchre itself, the spot which commemorates the wrapping and 

anointing of Jesus’ dead body. 

On the days I visited, the church was filled with people speaking languages from around 

the world.  Amid the crowds, clergy members from various denominations bustled back and 

forth, immersed in a complicated set of rituals that didn’t seem to involve anyone but 

themselves.  The lighting was subdued, making the flickering candles of the various shines 

even more evocative and mysterious.  And at the center of the building was a long line of 

people standing in front of the sepulchre, patiently waiting to enter the tomb itself. 

The time-worn icons and shrines were impressive, but another part of the church 

appealed to me even more: a spare and unadorned room that held a somewhat-woebegone 

altar.  To one side was the entrance to a small cave hewn out of 

rock.  “According to tradition, this cave is the tomb of Joseph of 

Arimathea,” a guide had told me on my first visit to the church.  

“All the crowds go to the sepulchre, but I think this spot may 

well have been the place where Jesus’ body was laid.” 

I returned several times to that spot at the back of the church, 

not caring overmuch whether the guide’s surmise was true.  It 

was quiet there, for one thing, the noise of the crowds in the 

main sanctuary nearly inaudible.  And I was mesmerized by the 

small oil lamp that burned inside the cave, its light creating a 

halo of radiance in the darkness. 

As I journey through this year’s Lent, I am beginning to 

understand why the darkness of that cave spoke so urgently to 

my heart.  Resurrection is far more likely to occur in a place like 

this than amid the noisy hubbub of crowds.  Rebirth needs 

darkness and quiet.  We need darkness and quiet, in this season 

(Continued on page 4) 

A lamp burning in the 

Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre in Jerusalem. 

PHOTO/Lori Erickson 
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†  Transforming Mission 

 

B ill Schrull posted a video from a worship service that he and Cathy attended with 

Bishop Makaya in Tanzania back in December.  It is on his blog, but the link is 

really from YouTube. 

On their next trip (in 2013) Bill plans to do mini video tours and post them in the blogs 

so people at St. Paul's 

can get a real taste of 

life in Kasulu.  With 

the new Internet 

connect speed at 

KBC, he should be 

able to do that now. 

In reviewing the 

video, Fr. Joe 

exclaimed, “Now that 

is what I call church!  

Brings back 

memories, and makes 

me long for a return 

trip. If we only still 

had use of that hand-

held-microphone for the priest at St. Paul's!  Gives a whole new meaning behind the concept 

of Fr. Joe ‘going rogue.’"  And as Sarah put it while watching this with me, "Gosh those 

little kids dancing are cute."  

Here our roving Sword Points camera crew spotted Fr. Joe 

and some of our Associate Hospital Chaplains heading out 

to Danbury Hospital for another mission. 

of Lent most of all. 

Through this somber season, the memory 

of that small lamp has become my talisman.  

“The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not comprehend it,” wrote the 

author of the Gospel of John.  We still 

struggle to comprehend that mystery, do we 

not? 
– Lori Erickson writes about inner and outer 

journeys at www.spiritualtravels.info. She serves as a 
deacon at Trinity Episcopal Church in Iowa City, Iowa. 

(Continued from page 3) Light/Darkness 

http://tzblog.schrull.us
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=Epe88KTOTTk
http://www.spiritualtravels.info/
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CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

O ur annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held 

on Saturday, April 7th at 10 - 11:30 am 

for children pre-K to Grade 5.  We will be 

accepting donations of wrapped candy and would 

love some help with this fun event.  If you 

would like to help with planning a craft for 

the children, making a simple snack for the 

children to enjoy, please contact either 

Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died 

Gradual Hymn What Wondrous Love is This 

Offertory Hymn In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

Closing Hymn Lift High the Cross 

 

Easter Choir 

C ome sing with us!  We are putting together a special choir to sing at 

both the 8:00 and 10:30 services on Easter Sunday, April 8.  If you 

are interested in singing for one or both services, rehearsals are 

Thursdays March 22, and March 29 at 7:30 (for about half an hour), and 

Wednesday, April 4 at 7:30.  Please contact Kirsten Peterson 

(kirpeterson@comcast.net) for more information.  

 

 

†  First Communion Classes 

T he first meeting for those children in Grade 2 (and 

above) to begin First Holy Communion Classes with Fr. 

Joe is April 22nd.  We'll meet in the Level 4 classroom at 9:45 

until 10:15 on the following Sundays: April 22, April 29, May 

6th & May 12th.  First Holy Communion will take place on May 

20th during the 10:30 am service. 

Vespers is a time of 

worship and 

fellowship, with quiet 

moments to pray, and 

some upbeat music to 

lift our spirits.   

The Vespers service on this Sunday 

will include Holy Communion and 

celebrate The Annunciation. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OidtEBotuV0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgwGY6xpvLI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ukye93fwgaA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHXrvDTG_eY
mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessing itnessing itnessing 

thethethe   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

  

 

 Last Sunday the Youth Group had 

a festive Leprechaun Relay in honor 

of St. Patrick’s Day.  What’s a 

leprechaun relay?  See the photos of 

passing the baton (Green Jell-o) 

This Sunday we’ll take a break 

from studying the book of James and 

watch another video from Louie 

Giglio’s Passion series titled “Hope”  

We’ll follow that up with Vespers at 

6:15 (with communion). 

† HELP 

NEEDED! 

W e’re looking for 

Adult / Parent 

volunteers to help out on 

Sunday evenings while we 

search for a new Youth 

Leader. Regular 

volunteers who want to 

help with the 

programming are always 

welcome. Or, if you are 

just able to be an extra 

adult “chaperone” for one 

week, please let us know – 

youth.stpaulsbrookfield@g

mail.com  

What happened to the weekly 

Bible verses?  They moved to 

Facebook – if you aren’t getting 

them, be sure to visit our page 

and “Like” us to stay up to date 

on the weeks scripture and all 

other things that make us St. 

Paul’s OWN. 

†  Acolyte Training & 

Pizza Fest! 

After Vespers on March 25th, 

Fr. Shepley will be offering an 

acolyte training session followed by 

our annual 

pizza party 

at Rocco's. 
St. Paul’s OWN 

 

March 25th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 1st  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 8th  -  No Youth Group 

April 15th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 22nd  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 29th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Happy 80th Joan 

A t St. Paul’s we never need an excuse 

for having a party or fun.  So when 

Joan Kirner recently turned 80, her “ever-

loving” son, Mike, brought a cake for coffee 

hour.  Pictured here is Mike with his Mom.  

Ah Mike, remember, you are the “ever-

loving” son.  PUT DOWN THE KNIFE! 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

L andon Hofsess celebrates 

today!  Katherine Kahl will be 

blowing out  candles on Friday.  

Barbara Kast & Ronald Swanson 

will be another year older and wiser on Saturday.  Throw a party for Joseph 

Mannion, Lynn Ecsedy & Mary Perry on Sunday.  Kathleen Mckenna 

will be opening presents on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
 

I n last Sunday’s sermon, Fr. Shepley expands on the three references of Jesus in 

John's Gospel on being "lifted up."  Tied to the reading from Numbers about 

Moses and the bronze serpent, this message proclaims the Gospel's promise of 

Christ’s free gift of grace.  

 To replay sermons follow this link for The Sunday Sermons each week. 

                    Holy Week Schedule  

Sun., Apr. 1 -          Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   6:15 pm - Vespers 

 Tue., Apr. 3 -          Tuesday in Holy Week 

   7:30 pm - Tenebrae 

 Wed., Apr. 4 -          Wednesday in Holy Week 

   10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Apr. 5 -          Maundy Thursday 

   7:30 pm  - Foot Washing, Stripping of Altar & Holy Eucharist 

 Fri., Apr. 6 -          Good Friday 

   10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk 

   12:00 pm - Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

   6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross 

   7:30 pm - Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

 Sat., Apr. 7 -          Holy Saturday 

   10:00 am - Children’s Easter Celebration 

   99:00 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter 

 Sun., Apr. 8 -          Sunday of the Resurrection:  Easter Day 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Scholarly Speaking 
 

Baptism and Holy Communion 
 

L ast Fall our Diocesan Convention, like those in many other dioceses, considered 

and passed a resolution calling for a study of offering Communion to the 

unbaptized.  In fact our Deanery did conduct a discussion, if not quite a formal study, of this 

question at our January meeting.  I should add that although this practice is currently 

prohibited by canon law, it has become increasingly common in Episcopal Churches to 

explicitly invite everyone, regardless of baptismal status, to 

receive the Sacrament; and there are probably many more 

parishes and priests who, while constrained by the canon, would 

gladly do so if it were officially permitted. 

Let us just note that historically the great majority of all 

Christians (Orthodox, Coptic and other Eastern, Roman and 

other Catholic, Reformed, and other groups that don’t quite fit 

into any of these categories) have regarded Baptism as essential 

(or at least normative) to receiving Communion.  This does not 

mean that old practices cannot be changed, but it should certainly 

give us reason to consider very carefully what we are doing 

before we change well established custom. 

The most commonly stated reasons for changing our practice 

are that we can thus engage in radical welcoming after the 

example of our Lord, and can express the inclusive love which 

Jesus showed on the cross.  The first seems to me to be a bit of a 

red herring; although Jesus was radical in accepting hospitality 

from publicans and  sinners, the only recorded instances of his 

own hospitality are the Last Supper (with its direct link to the 

Holy Communion) and the post Resurrection breakfast on the 

shore of Lake Galilee and for both the guest list was notably 

restricted.  There were the feedings of the multitudes, but even 

then the participants were there because they were already 

following him.  The second reason does have a sacramental 

association, but again, that association is with Baptism where we 

enter into “union with Christ in his death and resurrection,” so 

this too seems less than convincing. 

 One colleague and friend 

(despite our many differences) 

who strongly favors this practice has expressed the view 

that Communion should be able to lead to Baptism, just 

as Baptism leads to Communion.  I find this analogous to 

saying that feeding a baby should lead to its birth, just as 

its birth does lead to feeding it.  Naturally babies do get 

nourished in the womb, but that is different in kind, and I 

think it compares to the prevenient grace, whether in the form of caring parents or other 

interveners, perhaps later in life, or just an internal desire, that does lead one to Baptism. 

While I find arguments for the change in our practice to be weak, I base my support of 

our traditional usage on the positive theology of the two Sacraments.  Baptism is the means 

by which we receive new birth into Christ, and as with physical birth it changes the nature 

of our spiritual existence, while the Eucharist provides the nourishment that strengthens that 

union with Christ, and allows us to anticipate the heavenly banquet.  Seen in this light the 

traditional order has a solid basis for the spiritual life and growth of the participants. 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Save the dates! 

VBS 2012 

Monday, July 16th 

                Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more details soon!  

†  Walter Biscardi Update 
 

W alter Biscardi is doing well and rehabilitating at the River Glen Health Care 

Center in Southbury on 162 South Britain Road (exit 14 off of I-84).  He is in 

room 204 and his phone # is (203) 586-7164.  Please feel free to call Tara Shepley (203-228-

4746) for any updates or information.  Visitors 

are welcome and encouraged to join him for a 

meal.  Breakfast at 7:30 and Lunch 11:30. 

 

May the peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.     Phil. 4:7 

† Where Did You Go To Church Last Sunday 
St. Mary Magdalene’s, Bradenton, FL 

 

T he first Sunday that Bonnie & Larry Wanzer went to St. Mary Magdalene’s they 

were unimpressed as the service had no music.  They were ready to write the 

church off, until they were told that the rector and organist were away on a Cursillo 

Weekend.  Having experienced the 

spirituality of a Cursillo Weekend 

themselves, they decided to come back 

the following Sunday.  “It was 

wonderful, exclaimed Larry.  “We felt 

right at home.” 

 St. Mary Magdalene was started in 

1996 and officially become a parish of 

the Diocese of Southwest Florida in 

October, 2010. The congregation is full 

of life and spirit.  Their mission is “to 

make disciples of all people, by being present in the world and ministering God’s 

redemptive gifts of love and grace.” 

S t. Paul's church like the church of Ephesus well 

grounded In faith and love.  Walter and I have 

been blessed by your generous gifts of food and 

hospitality.  Thank you for caring.  Peace and grace to 

our loving church family.  Sylvia and Walter Biscardi 
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

March 25 * 
 

The Annunciation 
 

M onday’s feast commemorates how God made known to a young Jewish woman 

that she was to be the mother of his Son, and how Mary accepted her vocation 

with perfect conformity of will.  It has been said, “God made us without us, and redeemed 

us without us, but cannot save us without us.”  Mary’s assent to Gabriel’s message opened 

the way for God to accomplish the salvation of the world.  It is for this reason that all 

generations are to call her “blessed.” 

The Annunciation has been a major theme in Christian art, in both East and West.  

Innumerable sermons and poems have been composed about it.  The term coined by Cyril of 

Alexandria for the Blessed Virgin, Theotokos (“the God-bearer”), was affirmed by the 

General Council of Ephesus in 431. 

Mary’s self-offering in response to God’s call has been compared to that of Abraham, 

the father of believers.  Just as Abraham was called to be the father of the chosen people, 

and accepted his call, so Mary was called to be the mother of the faithful, the new Israel.  

She is God’s human agent in the mystery of the Incarnation.  Her response to the angel, “Let 

it be to me according to your word,” is identical with the faith expressed in the prayer that 

Jesus taught, “Your will be done on earth as in heaven.” 
 

Gerard Manley Hopkins, comparing Mary to the air 

we breathe, writes: 
 

Wild air, world-mothering air ... 

Of her flesh he took flesh: 

He does take fresh and fresh, 

Though much the mystery how, 

Not flesh but spirit now, 

And makes, O marvelous! 

New Nazareths in us, 

Where she shall yet conceive 

Him, morning, noon, and eve, 

New Bethlehems, and he born 

There, evening, noon, and morn— 
 

* Because March 25th falls on a Sunday this year, this feast is 
transferred to Monday the 26th. 

There is a moral and missional issue which needs to be addressed: a lack of charity 

violates the moral law of love for one’s neighbor, and in a situation (which was actually a 

rarity even in my own youth) where most worshippers receive Communion at most Sunday 

services, those who are discouraged from receiving may perceive such a lack and be made to 

feel unwelcome.  While there is little opportunity on the spot to offer the kind of teaching 

that would encourage visitors to seek Baptism rather than merely to feel excluded, I still 

suspect that most of us could do better than we actually do. 

There is a related issue that is of much more concern to me, and that is the exclusion of 

baptized persons from Holy Communion, simply because they have not reached some 

arbitrary age.  The Prayer Book makes it quite clear that Baptism itself is “full initiation . . . 

into Christ’s Body the Church.”  I worked some years ago in another diocese where the 

Bishop expressed his preference that the newly baptized should receive Communion at the 

same service and I have made this my practice ever since, and have also continued to offer 

the sacrament to them.  This practice has long been the norm in Eastern Churches and was 

formerly so in the West. 
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

(Continued from page 9) Baptism and Holy Communion 
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†  Easter Memorials 

T here are envelopes on the back table for anyone 

wishing to have flowers in the church on Easter Sun-

day in memory of loved ones and friends.  Please make 

checks payable to Saint Paul's Church.  All memorials are 

due by Palm Sunday, April 1.  If you have any questions, 

please direct them to Gail Winkley, at gail-

winkley@yahoo.com or (203) 775-3343.  Thank you! 

†  Faithful Remnant 

T here has always been a remnant according 

to the election of grace.  When the church 

moaned and said, “God hath forsaken me, my God 

hath forgotten me.  The fathers, where are they?” 

God has not forsaken her, he has kept for him-

self his thousands who have not bowed the knee to Baal, and there has arisen 

a leader just in the nick of time to seize the 

banner and to rally the wavering host: for as 

God lives, and the Spirit still abides in the 

church, and Jesus is with us alway, even to 

the world’s end, the succession of grace shall 

never cease.  Glory be to the name of the 

Most High. 

 From a sermon by Charles Haddon 

Spurgeon entitled "The Unbroken Line Of 

True Nobles," delivered October 17, 1875. 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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Valet Parking Attendants Needed 

 

When:  Saturday, April 28 

Where: The Amber Room, Danbury, CT – 5 pm 

Why:    St. Paul’s volunteer efforts help a local non-
profit save on expenses by donating our time to 
their fundraising Gala.  It’s also a fun time of 

fellowship. 

Buffet dinner is served to all volunteers. 

Who to contact:  Pam Szen or David Szen 
 

Ability Beyond Disability supports over 1,700 people 

with disabilities in Connecticut and New York. 

 † Transforming Saints of God 
 

March 22 
 

James De Koven 
 

J ames De Koven was born in Middletown, Connecticut, in 1831, ordained by Bishop 

Kemper in 1855, and appointed professor of ecclesiastical history at Nashotah House.  

In addition, he administered a preparatory school, and assisted at the Church of St. John 

Chrysostom in Delafield, Wisconsin. 

Nashotah House was associated, from the time of its foundation, with many of the 

principles of the Oxford Movement, above all in its emphasis on the sacramental life of the 

Church and the expression of devotion to the Eucharist - including such practices as bowing 

to the Altar, at the name of Jesus, and before receiving Communion.  In 1859,De Koven 

became Warden of the Church college at Racine, Wisconsin, where he emphasized the life 

of worship.  He died there in 1879. 

De Koven came to national attention at the General 

Conventions of 1871 and 1874, when the controversy over 

“ritualism” was at its height.  In 1871, he asserted that the 

use of candles on the Altar, incense, and genuflections were 

lawful, because they symbolized “the real, spiritual presence 

of Christ” which the Episcopal Church upheld, along with 

the Orthodox and the Lutherans.  He cited a recent decision 

of an ecclesiastical court of the Church of England, which 

affirmed as the teaching of the Church of England that “the 

spiritual presence of the Body and Blood of our Lord in the 

Holy Communion is objective and real.” 

Because of his advocacy of the “ritualist” cause, consents 

were not given to his consecration as Bishop of Wisconsin in 1874, and of Illinois in 1875. 

To the General Convention of 1874, De Koven expressed the religious conviction that 

underlay his Churchmanship: “You may take away from us, if you will, every external 

ceremony; you may take away altars, and super-altars, lights and incense and vestments; ... 

and we will submit to you.  But, gentlemen ... to adore Christ’s Person in his Sacrament - 

that is the inalienable privilege of every Christian and Catholic heart.  How we do it, the way 

we do it, the ceremonies with which we do it, are utterly, utterly, indifferent.  The thing 

itself is what we plead for.” 
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† “Who’s That?” 
 

D oes that look like M.J. Hartell Conte to you?  Or Kirsten 

Peterson?  We don’t think so.  Most of our respondents 

figured our right away it was Sandy Chadwick.  She looks a little 

different (she has all her teeth now!).  Our winner selected at 

random from all the correct answers is Venus Okwuka. 

 If you would like to submit a picture for “Who’s That?” send 

it by e-mail to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  Or you can give 

it to Fr. Joe or the parish office.  We’ll scan them and get them 

right back to you. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com


 15 

 
 †  Sunday’s Readings 
 (click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

Jesus’ Coming Sacrifice 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

I n our opening reading the prophet Jeremiah foresees a new covenant which God will 

make with the people, a covenant written not on tablets of stone but on human hearts.  

Israel and Judah have broken the covenant made when the Lord brought them out of slavery 

in Egypt.  Now they are about to go into exile.  Yet the days are coming when their sins will 

be forgiven, and God will establish a new relationship with them.  This covenant will be 

based not on external law but on an inner knowing of the Lord. 
 

 Psalm 51:1-13 

A confession of sin and guilt and a prayer for a clean heart. 
 

 Hebrews 5:5-10 

In this New Testament lesson we hear how through his 

obedience and suffering Christ reached the perfection of his 

destiny and was designated by God to be the eternal high priest.  

The high priesthood of Jesus is the great theme of the Letter to the 

Hebrews.  Ike the high priests of the old covenant, Christ is chosen from among human 

beings and so has sympathy with human weakness.  But he is the Son and has now been 

named high priest forever.  He succeeds Melchizedek, a royal and priestly figure from 

antiquity. 
 

 John 12:20-33 

In this gospel passage Jesus presents teaching concerning the meaning of his death.  

After his prayer to God a voice  from heaven is heard.  Greeks wish to see Jesus, but he will 

not draw all others to himself until after he has died and has risen.  Then, like a seed which 

falls into the earth, he will bear much fruit.  Disciples must also learn to serve Jesus by 

following him in his 

way.  Now is the 

hour for the Son of 

Man to be glorified 

- glorified both by 

his willingness to 

be lifted up on the 

cross to die for 

others, and 

afterward to be 

lifted up to heaven. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for April Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our next 

monthly Sword.  The April issue covers Palm Sunday, Easter and 

spring…..be creative.  Have fun.  The deadline is March 26th.  Send your 

pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

John 8:51 

Very truly I tell you, 

whoever obeys my word 

will never see death.” 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8:51&version=NIV
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St. Paul’s Quilters 
 

 have changed 

their meeting 

for this month 

to the 31st. 

 Sew What! 

†  Marriage Course 

The Marriage Course will 

be offered this spring. 

More info 

to follow. 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..Trinity, Hartford; St. Peter’s, Hebron; St. James’, Higganum; All Saints’, Ivoryton. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, thanksgiving for a return to her home. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Retirement communities, especially Seabury and 

Armsmear; chaplains at retirement communities. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Norma Jean Sporck, quick recovery and easy rehab from 

hip replacement surgery. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi for healing and strength.  Blessings for those who provide and seek to 

discern his ongoing care. 

…..Bonnie Wanzer, prompt recovery from recent gall bladder surgery. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Dave Carli’s Mom, Nola, successful 

surgery and a miracle healing. 
 

 

 Romans 8:11  He who raised Christ 

from the dead will also give life to your 

mortal bodies through His Spirit which 

lives in you. 

 
Directions: 

Combine rinsed and drained chickpeas, 

chopped fresh basil, chopped Italian 

parsley, fresh lemon juice, extra virgin 

olive oil and pressed garlic in medium 

bowl. 

Add grated Parmesan cheese and toss gently 

to blend all ingredients thoroughly. 

Season chickpea salad to taste with coarse 

kosher salt and freshly ground pepper. 

Salad can be made 4 hours ahead.  Cover and 

refrigerate.  Serve chilled or at room 

temperature. 
 

Editor’s Note:  You can substitute lime juice 

for the lemon juice and feta cheese in 

place of Parmesan. 

For a curried salad, omit the Parmesan.  Add 

curry powder to taste, dried currants, slice 

green onion and shredded carrots.  

† Chickpea Salad 

Ingredients: 

1    15 to 15 ½ oz. can chickpeas (garbanzo 

beans), rinsed and drained 

1    T. fresh basil, chopped 

2    T. fresh Italian parsley, chopped 

2   T. fresh lemon juice 

4    tsp. extra-virgin olive oil 

1    small garlic clove, pressed 

1/3 c. freshly grated Parmesan cheese, packed 

…..from Drew Crocker     “I just 

received news from one of my 

doctors that all the tests came back 

negative as far as my health.  

Other than my diabetes - I'm in 

good shape.  Thanks to everyone 

for their prayers - I’m doing great."  
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† 

Announcement 

Deadlines 
For the Sunday 

bulletins please submit 

your information by 

the preceding Monday  

to bethmiller.stpaul 

@gmail.com.  For 

Sword Points please 

submit it by 

Wednesday afternoon 

each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@g

mail.com. 

 
† What Did Jesus Eat? - Part 10 

 

Olive Oil & Olives 
 

T he “sop” used to dip bread in during the Last Supper may 

have been or contained olive oil. Olive oil and olives have 

long been a staple of the Mediterranean diet, a dietary pattern 

thought to be much healthier than typical Western diets. Olive oil 

is rich in anti-inflammatory and anti-oxidant compounds as well 

as dietary fat. However, the dietary fat in olive oil is mostly 

monounsaturated fat, which has been reported to support normal 

heart health by reducing total and bad cholesterol levels. 

Additionally, the anti-oxidant and anti-inflammatory properties 

of olive oil have been reported to support normal blood sugar 

health, ease joint discomfort, and decrease breast cancer risk. 

Olive oil also nourishes skin health for a glow. 

Aaron Tabor, MD is an anti-aging, weight loss, and nutritional cosmetic expert. 

J.K. Rowling 

Knocked Off 

Forbes' 

Billionaires 

List 
 

T he woman who 

weaved together 

the magical world of 

Harry Potter (netting 

her an estimated $1.6 

million every day), is 

no longer a part of the 

billionaires' club. 
 

Click here to find 

out why? 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.beliefnet.com/health
http://www.mnn.com/lifestyle/arts-culture/blogs/jk-rowlings-charity-giving-knocks-her-off-forbes-billionaires-list
http://www.mnn.com/lifestyle/arts-culture/blogs/jk-rowlings-charity-giving-knocks-her-off-forbes-billionaires-list
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  This is a message for us all …  forwarded from a former St Paul’s 

member & a friend of mine, Diane Pelletier Thrash, living in Virginia …. 

She & her husband just returned from a mission of 5 yrs in E. Berlin.  Let 

us all “Shout To The Lord”. And hopefully, we might sing this in church 

soon.                 Peace, Barbara Mullen 
 
Today is a glorious day and the Lord has gifts that He is giving to us this very 

day.  It is for us to open our arms and hands to receive!  And to receive with 
absolute joy!  Proverbs 17:22 says “A cheerful disposition is good for your health; 
gloom and doom leave you bone tired.”  It is time to shake off the weariness - to 
declare the joy of the Lord. 

 

Psalm 92:4 You made me so happy, God I saw your work and I shouted for 
joy.  How magnificent your work, God!  How profound your thoughts! 

 

 I wonder how very often we miss things because we aren’t really seeing 
things in detail.  God is always working in our lives, and yes, sometimes it is 
“behind the scenes” and we don’t know what He is doing and simply have to 
keeping walking and trust Him.  But there are too many other times that His 
“fingerprints” are all over our day and we haven’t even noticed, because we are 
too busy, or because we regretfully only recognize the “big” things He does. 
When someone loves us and does a dozen little things to delight us, and we 
don’t notice, we both miss out, don’t we?  They miss out on the joy of giving and 
we miss out on the joy of receiving.  It’s easy to notice the “big stuff” - the special 
occasions, the extra measures.  How many “thank you’s” have gone unuttered 
to the Almighty because we failed to see His work in our everyday lives?  God, I 

saw your work and I shouted for joy!  I didn’t just quietly whisper “thank you”-- I 
shouted for joy!  God Almighty wants to delight us!  He does magnificent work!  His 
thoughts are profound---oftentimes beyond our comprehension.  If we could get just 
a glimpse of it, we would be overwhelmed.  And those moments are so worth it. 

Another translation of this verse is: For you make me glad by your deeds, O 
LORD; I sing for joy at the works of your hands.  This has a special place in my 
heart.  It relates to the very popular song from some years back “Shout to the Lord” 
from Hillsong.  Such a song full of joy toward the Lord - such an open expression of 
adoration to our God.  An open heart fully declaring love for Him.  But as God does 
so often in our lives, He turns our moments of blessing Him into profoundly intimate 
moments of His blessings poured over upon us.  Such was the case one Sunday 
morning during worship as we sang this song.  As we got to the part in the chorus 
where the words are “I sing for joy at the work of Your hands…”  I heard the 
Almighty tenderly whisper into my ear, “You, my child, are the work of My hands.”  
Then and there, the scripture, the song, my life, was changed.  We, beloved, are 
the work of His hands.  And He rejoices over us with singing.  Open your hands 
this day and receive His gifts, His joy.  Open 
your eyes and recognize His fingerprints in 
your life. I do sing for joy! 

May God bless you this day with His 
Presence, His peace, His abundant Joy. 

 

Click on this link for a moving video with 
this song. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=HzNsEBPB-Z8 

 

Kathy Daugherty  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzNsEBPB-Z8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzNsEBPB-Z8
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

† It Takes An Editorial 
Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 

Chris Barrett, Sylvia Biscardi, 

Sandy Chadwick, Drew Crocker, 

Debbie Delaventura, Lynne 

Donnelly, Jen Falci, Bill Loring, 

Diane Loring, Beth Miller, Doug 

Melody, Heather Melody, 

Barbara Mullen, Patrick 

O’Connors, Lori O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast, Kirsten Peterson, 

Bill Schrull, Joe Shepley, Tara 

Shepley, David Szen, Pam Szen, 

Larry Wanzer & Gail Winkley.. 

~POT LUCK SUPPER~ 
Join us this Saturday, March 24th at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall 

for a night of  Food ~ Fun ~ Fellowship. 

Bring a dish, Bring a friend, Bring a game 

Beverages will be provided. 


