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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

          † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Apr. 12 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., Apr. 14 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilter’s, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Apr. 15 -           Second Sunday of EasterSecond Sunday of Easter 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   5:00 pm - Youth Group 

   6:15 pm - Vespers 

 Mon. Apr. 16 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Wed., Apr. 18 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Apr. 19 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

†  EASTER 2012 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

I f you missed Fr. Shepley’s Easter sermon, you can listen to it here or 

watch a video of it. 

 To replay or watch sermons follow this link for The Sunday Sermons each 

week. 

†  Transforming Thoughts 

 All of God's people are ordinary people who have been made 

extraordinary by the purpose he has given them.   ~ Oswald Chambers  

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

N icole Castronova celebrates 

Saturday!  Sunday is the big day 

for Andrew Melody & Sarah Shepley.  

Carol Woien will be expecting your card 

on Monday.  Shane Kirner, Steven Zombo 

& Susan Cavagna will be blowing out 

candles on Tuesday.  Maria Silva will be 

another year older and wiser on Wednesday.  

Have a blessed day each one of you! 

  

 
 

Please send us your 

picture!  

We want to see 

everyone’s smiling face 

in our directory. You 

may email it to: 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com 

or just bring it into the office. 

Thank You! 

Is your picture in the 

directory as old as this 

one?  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
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†  Do You Edit God? 
by Mari-Anna Stålnacke 

 

M any of us claim that we want to do God’s will in our lives.  We aim to listen to 

God’s voice and seek his guidance.  But do we really hear God?  Do we put his 

wisdom in practice?  Do we let God’s message transform us?  Or do we edit God?  Do we 

select what we hear?  Or do we embrace God as he is?  Or do we strip down God from 

attributes that disturb us?  Do we dishonor God by deleting some parts of his message in our 

minds?  Do we try to make God an idol we can manipulate? 
 

Show me my transgressions.          Lord, have mercy. 
 

Heavy questions, don’t you think?  I have been praying that God would show me my 

hidden sins.  Every day the Holy Spirit shows me something to pray and repent about.  I find 

myself -day after day- being found guilty as charged.  Today I am confronted by the sin of 

selective hearing or editing God and his message. 
 

Show me my transgressions.          Lord, have mercy. 
 

These questions today were raised in my heart after reading about Saul’s behavior.  He 

was editing God’s message big time when he disobeyed God’s command.  He rationalized 

that it’d be more savvy to spare -along the Amalekite king- the best sheep, cattle, fattened 

calves to sacrifice to the Lord.  But by rationalizing and editing God’s message he sinned 

against God.  And when he was confronted by Samuel, he did not take responsibility for his 

decisions, instead he offered excuses. 
 

Then Samuel replied, “Does the LORD want entirely burned offerings and sacrifices as 

much as obedience to the LORD? 

Listen to this: obeying is better than sacrificing, paying attention is better than fat from 

rams. 

Because rebellion is as bad as the sin of divination; arrogance is like the evil of idolatry. 

Because you have rejected what the LORD said, he has rejected you as king.” 

(1 Sam. 15: 22-23, CEB) 

The more Saul’s heart hardened, the more religious he became.  But God does not want 

empty rituals or external shows.  God does not want to be reduced to an idol.  God does not 

care how things look outside, God cares about what happens inside of us.  God wants us to 

be really alive.  God wants us to really listen to him.  God wants obedience and trust. 
 

Show me my transgressions.          Lord, have mercy. 
 

But just hearing God is not enough.  We need to hear his message right and put it in 

practice.  We need to ask God to remove anything and everything that hinders our hearing.  

And we need to let the message sink in and change us inside out.  We need to let the seed of 

God’s word grow in us.  We need to let the Holy Spirit mature us and strengthen us.  So we 

can stop editing God’s message however we please and truly listen to God.  By leaving 

behind partial truths we can fully recognize and understand the truth of God.  And then we 

can be living in the Truth itself.  What a gift! 
 

Gracious God, thank you for calling us to repent our lack of surrender. 

Partial faithfulness or manipulated message is not enough. 

Thank you for showing us our transgressions. 

Lord, have mercy! Forgive our sins! 

Rid of everything that hinders us from hearing you right. 

Mold us into your likeness. 

Show us what it means to truly listen to you. 

Enable us to hear your voice and fully embrace your message, 

and then go out and live it and share it. 

In Jesus’ precious name, 

Amen 

Q4U: Do you use 

selective hearing when it 

comes to God’s message? 

Be blessed, my fellow 

pilgrim, as you let the 

whole Message of God 

change you inside out! 



4  

 

†  First Communion Classes 

T he first meeting for those children in Grade 2 (and 

above) to begin First Holy Communion Classes with Fr. 

Joe is April 22nd.  We'll meet in the Level 4 classroom at 9:45 

until 10:15 on the following Sundays: April 22, April 29, May 

6th & May 12th.  First Holy Communion will take place on May 

20th during the 10:30 am service. 

 †  It’s the Marriage Course, of Course 
 

T his course is designed to enrich any marriage (whether you consider yours to be 

great or in need of a few “tweaks”) and to bring you along further in your 

relationship with each other.  Each of the seven evenings is intended to be a “date” for you 

and your spouse.  Arriving at the church the two of you will enjoy a meal together, hear a 

talk on the evening’s topic, and have time to discuss it.  Unlike many of our courses at 

Saint Paul’s, this one does not involve any group discussions; it is just you and your 

spouse. 

The course will start on Saturday, April 21st, dinner will be served promptly at 6:00pm.  

The only cost is $12.00 for the two books.  Registration forms are available in the back of 

the church or on our website.  Space is limited. 

Debbie Delaventura is looking for volunteers to help make meals, set up, serve meals, 

and clean up for the Marriage Course.  If you are interested in helping, Debbie would be 

pleased to hear from you.  Contact her at 860-350-3513 or email her at 

doodlehm@charter.net. 

†  Transforming Thoughts 

 Dear children, let us stop just saying we love each other; let us really show it by our 

actions.                       1 John 3:18 NLT  

mailto:doodlehm@charter.net
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†  Return Mite Boxes on Sunday 
 

Mite Boxes for the children's annual offering 

that supports The Bishops' Fund for Children 

are due back on April 15th. 

  

Easter Egg Hunt Easter Egg Hunt 

20122012  
Many Thanks to 

everyone, 

young & old, 

who assisted 

with this year’s 

Easer Egg Hunt. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=lzqz7yn6&et=1109243687707&s=6159&e=001Pvjtn6RdDofBPFTbLCsfQFHEX793whm2UcEQ-_DTvDGMSnnU0BZOd6fRvM00rEIU3v_xrwEYB2crQSD1pGZrecKr3lfzQSimFMm4dOhrqOYk5fHZcQAUqyBCrlAQP4hS5hZF4j2qWawvUmNqhzZEZIKf0ebq6ZPeacyD3YUPGeSSurSxd4KAmw==
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Valet Parking Attendants Needed 

 

When:  Saturday, April 28 

Where: The Amber Room, Danbury, CT – 5 pm 

Why:    St. Paul’s volunteer efforts help a local non-
profit save on expenses by donating our time to 
their fundraising Gala.  It’s also a fun time of 

fellowship. 

Buffet dinner is served to all volunteers. 

Who to contact:  Pam Szen or David Szen 
 

Ability Beyond Disability supports over 1,700 people 

with disabilities in Connecticut and New York. 

 † Transforming Saints of God 
 

April 12 
 

Adoniram Judson 
 

A doniram Judson is remembered as the first American missionary to devote his life 

and work to proclaiming the Gospel in a distant land.  He served as an American 

Baptist missionary to Burma, presently Myanmar, for nearly forty years. 

Born into a devout Congregationalist family in Massachusetts, Judson demonstrated an 

unusual intellectual ability from an early age.  A voracious 

reader and excellent student, he graduated first in his class 

at the College of Rhode Island, now Brown University, and 

further studied at Andover Theological School.  Early 

on he was drawn toward preparing for missionary work.  

Judson discovered a particular gift for languages that served 

him well throughout his missionary endeavors. 

In 1811, the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 

Missions appointed Judson a missionary to the east.  

Early in 1812, he married his beloved Ann, and together 

they set sail, stopping first in India before proceeding to 

Burma.  Upon arrival in 1813, they immersed themselves in 

three years of intensive study of the Burmese language. 

Burma was a difficult context for mission work.  It was some years before the first 

convert to Christianity and by the early 1820’s, only a modest handful of people - about a 

dozen - claimed the Christian faith.  It was during this time that Judson began his 

monumental work of translating the Bible into Burmese and creating a Burmese grammar 

book that remains a standard reference work. 

During the first war between Britain and Burma in the mid-1820’s, Judson was 

imprisoned and tortured, and his wife, Ann, though not imprisoned, suffered the indignities 

of being a Christian woman living under a decidedly anti-Christian regime. 

It was only after the war and Judson’s imprisonment that the evangelical witness among 

the Burmese began to take hold.  Judson’s desire to call forth a hundred converts soon bore 

fruit in more than a hundred congregations and thousands of converts.  On Judson’s 

shoulders a new generation of missionaries and local pastors led unbelievers to the gospel in 
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†  Who Is The Owner? 
By Jesus Reyes 

 

I  live in Seaside, California.  Here there is a little hamburger place that people can 

drive by without paying much attention to it.  It is small, simple and without much of 

a special appeal.  It is just a simple hamburger joint.  Nevertheless, for those who know the 

area, this place is very special as the food is great and the owner is quite welcoming.  Once 

one gets in the little place, with its four or five small round outdoor garden tables in one 

side, then the person gets the immediate impression that this is not just a simple, random 

place.  Everything in this locale has been purposefully positioned to adorn and bring some 

meaning to the place.  Nice pictures here and there, some interesting phrases in strategic 

locations –some of them 

serious and some funny.  The 

place has been adorned with 

good taste, and the food is 

delicious. 

However, of all that there is 

there, one small phrase on the 

wall behind the cash register 

caught my attention; it reads, 

“YHWH (???? – Yahweh) is 

the owner, we are just 

administering his wealth.”  

This phrase immediately 

moved me to initiate a 

conversation with the owner, 

who was wearing a kippah or 

kipa.  I asked him, “are you 

Jewish?”  “No, I am not,” he 

said, “but I belong to the 

Messianic Movement.”  And then he asked, “Are you familiar with it?”  So, my reply was 

affirmative and I disclosed to him that I was an Episcopal priest.  To make the story short, 

our conversation was long and my food got cold. 

Thus, my initial question (who is the owner?) brings me to say that most of us, 

Christians, strongly believe that God is the owner of all creation.  We know that we are 

called to be good stewards of God’s blessings and creation.  We develop programs to 

increase our understanding of this truth and we feel good about our giving to church and to 

other worthy causes.  All of this is very good.  Nevertheless, I think that most of us still 

think that our giving is ours, and what we share with the church and others comes from me.  

I would not want to question the emotional side of this particular understanding of 

stewardship. 

However, I still wonder about the spiritual practice not just around the fact of giving, but 

around the realization that God is the owner and we are just his administrators.  I am talking 

stewardship as a spiritual practice, “the intentional act of constant awareness that transforms 

my understanding (as intelligence and belief), attitude and behavior of being the hands of 

God in the world.”  What a great and freeing challenge this might be!  Just go to the New 

Testament and read all the parts in which Jesus speaks of freedom.  You may discover that 

freedom is the generous act of “letting go;” we are not in control, but we are certainly “in 

charge.”  The spiritual practice of good stewardship keeps a good balance in this delicate 

and sometimes confusing tension between “being in charge” and “letting go.” 
The Rev. Jesús Reyes - born in Mexico - is the Canon to the Ordinary for Congregational Growth 

and Development in the Diocese of El Camino Real, California.  Before moving to California, he was 

a church planter in the Diocese of Virginia where he planted a thriving Latino Congregation. 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
http://www.tens.org/blog?authorID=25
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Save the dates! 

VBS 2012 

Monday, July 16th 

                Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more details soon!  

 

† “Who’s That?” 
 

W e love stumping our 

readers!  No one even 

ventured a guess this week.  Our 

mystery man is Fr. Joe’s father-in-

law Walter Biscardi.  He is shown 

here early on in his career with 

IBM.  We have been praying for 

Walter and received good news 

that he went home today and will 

have some live-in help to assist.  

His friends at the Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast are hopeful he can 

return to them soon. 

If you would like to submit a 

picture for “Who’s That?” send it 

by e-mail to stpaulssword-

points@gmail.com.  Or you can 

give it to Fr. Joe or the parish 

office.  We’ll scan it and get them 

right back to you. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“The community of believers was of one heart and mind and no one 

claimed that any of his possessions was his own.”    - ACTS 4:32 

S tewardship calls us to recognize, just as the early Christians did, 

that none of our possessions is our own.  All that we have – our 

health, our education, our skills, our talents, and our livelihood – are gifts 

from God.  The natural reaction when someone gives you a gift is to want 

to give something back.  What do you give back to God? 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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†  Scholarly Speaking 
 

What’s So Low About Low Sunday? 
 

O ver the centuries many of our Sundays have acquired specific names, sometimes 

official, and sometimes merely popular.  A few weeks ago we looked at Lent IV 

and its popular titles of Refreshment and Mothering Sunday, as 

derived from the old readings for the day.   

Low Sunday, for the Second Sunday of Easter, is another 

example – derived in this case not from the common experience 

of low attendance, but from its Latin description, Dominica in 

Albis, or White Sunday.  Although Dominica (literally Lord’s 

Day) was translated into Sunday, Albis was simply slurred until 

it finally came out as Low.  A likely reason for not just 

translating this phrase is that in Britain (and some other parts of 

Northern Europe) Pentecost, the final Sunday of Eastertide, was 

also known in the vernacular as Whitsunday (and this still 

survives in the Prayer Book as an alternative title) – we’ll get 

back to that later. 

The real question then is not what is so low about this Sunday, 

but what is so white about it?  After all, white has been the usual 

color for vestments and hangings for the whole season (in fact in 

most of England the rule even called for using white instead of 

red on the feasts of martyrs and apostles falling in Eastertide.  

The answer lies in another old practice: the special occasion for 

baptisms was the Easter Vigil, and the newly baptized would 

wear their white baptismal robes for the entire week, putting 

them on for the last time on this Sunday.  It might also be noted 

that this custom was apparently well established before the use of particular color schemes 

for church vestments or hangings became common, and so it would apply especially to this 

day. 

But then where do we get Whitsunday for Pentecost?  Once again the answer lies in 

Baptismal customs.  In Northern Europe Easter often came when the weather was still quite 

cold, and, even indoors, in unheated churches, it was considered prudent postpone baptisms 

until the end of the season when warmer weather would prevail.  The practice of wearing 

white robes for the week after baptism seems not to have been widely adopted here, but they 

were worn for the sacrament itself, and thus gave their 

name to the day – though it was always also known as 

Pentecost.  There is a variant explanation of the name, 

incidentally, which goes back to about 1400 AD, that 

connects Whit with wit or wisdom, and suggests that the 

feast celebrates the Holy Ghost bringing wit and wisdom 

into Christ’s disciples.  This seems unlikely, however, as 

the Old Icelandic name for the day. hvitasunnu-dagr, is 

unambiguously white Sunday and reflects the same tradition. 

We thus have two White Sundays, reflecting two different sets of local customs for 

Baptism, but both closely linked to traditional times for celebrating that sacrament.   
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

A 12th century Baptismal font from St. Bridget’s, 

Bridekirk, North England.  Note the self portrait of 

the Sculptor (lower center) 

†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..St. Andrew’s, Meriden; Christ Church, Middle 

Haddam; St. George’s, Middlebury; Holy Trinity, 

Middletown 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in 

Danbury. 

…..Sandy Chadwick as she grieves the death of her 

mother. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of back problems. 

…..Parishes in transition, search committees, and 

interim clergy 

…..Mike Healey's brother, Tim who had a recent liver 

transplant; pray that he is able to assimilate the new 

liver in his body. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Norma Jean Sporck, quick recovery and easy rehab 

from hip replacement surgery. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from 

a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi for healing and strength as he 

moves back home. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 

 Mark11:24  "Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe 

that you receive them and you will have them." 

† Nursery Care Provided 

 

S t. Paul’s offers nursery care as well as a 

speaker in the parish hall where the sermon 

can be heard. Please be mindful of those around you 

should your little one become disruptive during the 

sermon. 

Prayer is talking to God.  Be honest, personal and real. 

Cy Dennerlein is pleased to have 

just received a card from our Christian 

Caring Committee as well as visits from 

Fr. Joe and other parishioners as he 

now resides at Pope John Paul Rehab in 

Danbury. 
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The Rise Of The Nones 
 

By AMY SULLIVA Monday, Mar.  12, 2012 
 

T he tiny coastal town of La Mision on Mexico's Baja peninsula, dozens of American 

expats meet for a Sunday gathering they call Not Church.  Many of them long ago 

gave up on traditional religious institutions.  But they function as a congregation often does-

-engaging one another in spiritual conversation and prayer, delivering food when someone is 

sick and working together to serve the poor. 

On a recent Sunday the group, which began as a monthly discussion about a year ago, 

featured a sunny-haired ordained Presbyterian named Erin Dunigan delivering a sermon 

about tomatoes and God's call to Samuel. (Organized religion, she told them, can be like 

supermarket tomatoes--flavorless and tough.  That isn't a reason to give up on religion, or 

tomatoes, but instead to find a fresh, local version worth cultivating.) 

“It was beautiful," Dunigan says. “The people who don't want anything to do with the 

church or religion were the people who were leading everyone else in the service."  These 

expats provide an example of a very American trend: turning away from organized religion 

and yet seeking rich if unorthodox ways to build spiritual lives. 

The fastest-growing religious group in the U.S. is the category of people who say they 

have no religious affiliation.  Sometimes called “the nones" by social scientists, their 

numbers have more than doubled since 1990; major surveys put them at 16% of the 

population.  But as the Not Church community shows, many of those who have given up on 

organized religion have not given up on faith.  Only 4% of Americans identify as atheist or 

agnostic. 

Diana Butler Bass's new book Christianity After Religion notes that the past decade has 

been particularly challenging for organized religion in the U.S., from the Catholic sex-abuse 

scandal to the entanglement of faith in heated political 

campaigns--resulting in a “sort of ‘participation crash.'"  

Nearly every religious tradition has suffered. Even some 

megachurches, which pride themselves on marketing to people 

turned off by traditional religion, have floundered. 

 But the hunger for spiritual connection and community 

hasn't gone away.  A 2009 survey by the Pew Forum on 

Religion & Public Life asked respondents whether they 

believed in God, how often they prayed and whether they were 

affiliated with a particular religion; it found that “40% of the 

unaffiliated people were fairly religious," says director Luis 

Lugo.  “Many said they were still hoping to eventually find the 

right religious home." 

 That resonates with Dunigan, 40, who acts as a sort of 

unofficial chaplain for the Not Church members.  “My sense is that for most, they're not 

rejecting God," she says.  “They're rejecting organized religion as rigid and dogmatic." 

The U.S. has a long tradition of producing spiritual innovators and entrepreneurs.  Today 

they're the organizers in the emergent-church movement, an effort by younger Christian 

leaders (there's a similar movement among Jews) to take religion away from musty pews 

and fierce theological fights by creating small worship communities that often meet in 

members' homes.  For traditional religious institutions, the challenge is how to adapt to this 

trend rather than fight it. 

(Continued on page 14) 

This is from my brother, David, now living in Mexico.  He told me about 

their Easter Sunday “service/gathering” in a private home, saying there 

must have been about 100 people in attendance ( all ex-pats).  They had 

no idea it would make Time magazine.  Interesting …Barb Mullen 
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†  Sunday’s Readings 

(click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

Empowered and Sent 
 

Acts 4:32-35 

In this reading we hear of the enthusiasm and spirit of sharing and caring for one another 

in the early Christian community.  The apostles continue their powerful witness to the 

resurrection.  Greed and anxiety with regard to material possessions are overcome by grace.  

The author of Acts may present a somewhat idyllic picture, but there is no denying the 

power of the gospel to bring disciples to a profoundly new way of life. 

 Psalm 133 

The psalm celebrates the blessings of a harmonious people. 

 1 John 1:1-2:2 

The theme of this passage is the word of life by which Christians are called to 

walk in the light of God.  Confessing their sins, they and all others can find 

forgiveness through Jesus.  The beginning of this letter leaves open the 

possibility that the word may be understood as Jesus himself, or Jesus as he is 

revealed in scripture, or in the bread of the Eucharist.  When his followers share 

a common life in the light that is God, they can be free to be honest about their 

sins and then be cleansed from them. 

 John 20:19-31  

Our gospel presents two appearances of the risen Lord to his disciples.  The first takes 

place on the very evening of the day of his resurrection.  The disciples are gathered in fear, 

but Jesus brings them peace, gives them their mission, and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  

A week later, Thomas, who had been absent when Jesus first appeared and who doubted his 

resurrection, now knows Jesus by his wounds and worships him as his Lord and God.  

Future disciples will not have Jesus’ physical presence, but the will be blessed in their 

belief. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for May Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for 

our next monthly Sword.  The May issue covers the Ascension, 

Memorial Day,  and spring…..be creative.  Have fun.  The deadline is 

May 25th.  Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

2 Timothy 4:2  

“Preach the word; be ready 

in season and out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, 

and exhort, with complete 

patience and teaching.” 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#Psalm1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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†  SAFE CHURCH TRAINING 
 More info here, with registration links.  All registration on eventbrite.com.  Or lookup 

by date in the online calendar. 

 

Basic training— 4/28/12 St. Thomas', 95 Greenwood Ave, Bethel 

 

Safe Church recertification (laity) - 4/14/12 St. Mark's 401 Newfield Ave Bridgeport; 

4/21/12 Trinity Church, 55 River Road, Collinsville, 9-11:30 

†  Sword Points 

Survey 
Click on the 

following link 

to take our 

"How did St. 

Paul's find you?" 

survey. 

 

†  Thank You 

A  big thanks to a “Gardening Angel,” 

who hired Shakespeare's Gardens to 

spruce up the front of the church in time for 

Easter.  On Easter morning, one of our 

parishioners was overheard saying, “the 

outside of the church looks as beautiful as the 

inside!” 

†  Free New York 

Philharmonic Concert 
 

O n May 28 the NY Philmarmonic 

Orchestra is offering a free concert 

at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine.  

Might be fun to organize a group from St. 

Paul’s to go.  This is Memorial Day.  Contact 

Pam Szen if interested. 

†  At the Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

W hen a Red Sox fan shows up at the 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast like Drew 

Crocker did last week, he is subjected to a 

“Yankee” sandwich!  And when Charlie Sorensen 

shows up with one of his old cars, like this Ford 

‘31 Model A, it is subjected to a lot of “Oohs” and 

“Ahhs.” 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001E95roSfCSikX6KCcuM2zOYTgBp72nKSecDqzYwzW0-hB-gAIxLXdgqEcEryLERB0aWnfIhspthgJycT4vdmbS1NUNUKmlswHHHognYrICbozUm_cvFDPY1gclttKiCtj97VyrsIfEvEXQUcDeGtmEsnbPsaU2DnHXi6Omahwgjk=
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GB6BTLN
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GB6BTLN
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GB6BTLN
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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Dunigan has the support of the Presbyterian 

Church, which agreed to ordain her as an 

“evangelist," a designation rarely used these 

days for clergy serving Americans.  That 

ordination is already affecting the views of her 

ad hoc congregation.  Says Dunigan: “It allows 

the folks that I spend time with to say, ‘If 

organized religion is willing to try something 

new, maybe I should give organized religion a 

chance.'" 

(Continued from page 11) 

St. Paul’s 

Quilters ... 

Will meet this 

Saturday 

morning 

† Properly Property 
 

Property Committee Report for April 
 

T he painting of the exterior doors was completed well ahead of Holy week and looks 

terrific; well-done again to Doug Melody. 

Beth Miller and Doug Melody have renegotiated our pending copier machine contract at 

a significant savings and will be discuss at the Vestry meeting for approval. 

Three phone poles have been placed as curbs in the far parking lot.  Thanks to Mike 

Kirner and Don Winkley.  Rumor is three more are on the way!! 

The repainting of the Vesting Room and hallway have been completed. 

The Diocesan sponsored Building Energy Audit has been completed and we eagerly 

await the receipt of their final report.  

The Property Committee is just beginning to explore the 

establishment of a slate roof replacement fund with the goal of doing 

so in approximately 20 years.  Our roof will be 100 years old at that 

time and that is when these extremely durable roofs appear to become 

uneconomical to repair.  Any volunteers for this effort would be 

warmly welcomed. 

The Property Committee would like permission to mount the 

National Historic Distric Register plaque (approx. 5”x8”) on one of 

the two front doors of the Church.  We are requesting a Vestry approval, to include which 

door, at earliest convenience. 

Some of the stones in the Memorial Garden have come lose and are in need of “re-

pointing”. This project will be completed “in house” as the weather gets warmer.   

As reported last month, many of our hosted organizations are accumulating a large 

amount of outdated/abandoned/ excess property & material in our valuable closet spaces.  

The Boy Scouts have responded to our plea with a 50% reduction of stored material in their 

space.  A great example for other organizations to follow.  

In addition to the authorization received last month to contract Arco-Rotor services for 

the Parish Hall Men’s room the Property Committee requested, and received, Warden 

Approval to have the faulty flush mechanism replaced at the same time.  These repairs are 

pending as of this report submission. 

The March Vestry discussion with regards to the Property Committees request to remove 

the little kitchenette unit in the Tuck Room is to not remove it at this time.  Several members 

cited functions where the unit is used so the course of action now is to document use for a 

twelve month period and revisit the proposal at that time 

A planning committee has been established to develop an inclusive vision/preliminary 

design of the renovated Parish Hall, kitchen and bathrooms.  This is the first formal step in a 

long term project to bring our beautiful facility to 21st century standards. 

The next Property Committee meeting will be on Thursday, May10th at 7:30.  ALL ARE 

WELCOME!                        - Mike Chengeri 

The Nones 
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St. Paul’s OWN 

April 15th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 22nd  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 29th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

May 6th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

 

Every Brookfield Church Participates 

in the Brookfield Relay for Life! 
 

Brookfield Congregational, First Assembly of God, Newbury Congregational, Prince of 

Peace, St. Joseph, St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, St. Paul’s, Valley Presbyterian 

 JOIN TOGETHER! 

W ouldn't that be a great headline?  Brookfield Congregational has already joined 

(wahoo)!  We'd love to have St. Paul’s too! 

This event is a great way to get involved, help 

the community , and help save lives.  In past years, 

we have many different church teams participate.  

We've had choirs, bell choirs, adult and youth 

groups, confirmands and more!  This is a great 

opportunity for youth who are looking to get 

valuable community hours.  We've even had some 

confirmands run a team as their confirmation 

project. 

Our next meeting is Thursday, April 12th at Brookfield High School  at 7 pm in the 

Cafeteria.  If you would like to organize a team for St. Paul’s, checkout their website: 

www.relayforlife.org/brookfieldct.  For more info contact Carol Eagan, Brookfield Relay for 

Life Publicity Chair at carol.eagan@yahoo.com. 

http://www.relayforlife.org/brookfieldct
mailto:carol.eagan@yahoo.com
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Vespers is a time of 

worship and 

fellowship, with quiet 

moments to pray, and 

some upbeat music to 

lift our spirits.   

 †  Lemon Squares 

Directions: 

Mix and pat mixture into a 9 x 13 x 2 inch glass 

pan. Bake for 20 minutes (or until the bottom is 

golden brown) at 350 degrees F. 
 

Mix together: 

- 4 eggs 

- 2 cups of sugar 

Add in: 

- 1/4 teaspoon salt 

- 3/4 teaspoon baking powder 

- 6 tablespoons lemon juice (fresh if possible) 

- 4 tablespoons flour 
 

Pour over crust and bake 25 minutes at 350 

degrees F. 

Dust with confectioners sugar after it has 

completely cooled. 

Ingredients: 

- 1 cup melted butter or margarine (1 

stick salted, and 1 stick unsalted butter 

is our preferred) 

- 2 1/2 cups of flour 

- 1/2 cup confectioners sugar  

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

 

Opening Hymn Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks to the Risen Lord 

Gradual Hymn We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight 

Offertory Hymn That Easter Day With Joy was Bright 

Closing Hymn I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1crqhvM8mJ4
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/w/w165.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lkq1oI9Gm5I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmo6A86mis0&feature=related
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

† So, you think you know math, 
how about the Bible?  

N o correct answers yet to our puzzle below.  So we’ll give you some more 

clues: a) the answer is heavenly; b) all the odd numbers needed now are 

shown in parentheses, as well as the round numbers 

I f you multiply the number of Jacob's sons (  ) by the number of times the 

Israelites compassed Jericho (7) on the seventh day, and add to the product the 

number of measures (  ) of barley which Boaz gave Ruth, divide this by the number 

of Haman's sons (10), subtract the number of each 

kind of clean beasts (7) that went into the Ark, 

multiply by the number of men 

(50) that went to seek Elijah after 

he was taken to Heaven, subtract 

from this Joseph's age (30) at the 

time he stood before Pharaoh, add 

the number of stones (5) in 

David's bag when he killed 

Goliath, subtract the number of 

furlongs (15) that Bethany was 

distant from Jerusalem, divide by the number of anchors (  ) cast 

out when Paul was shipwrecked, subtract the number of persons 

(  ) saved in the Ark, and the answer will be the number of pupils 

in a certain Sunday School class.  How many pupils are in the 

class?  

 If you figure out the answer send it by e-mail to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to this 

Weeks Sword Points: 

Chris Barrett, Sylvia 

Biscardi, Rachel 

Chaleski, Mike 

Chengeri, Drew 

Crocker, Debbie 

Delaventura, Lynne 

Donnelly, Jen Falci, 

Lois Hunt, Diane 

Loring, Bill Loring, 

Barbara Mullen, Beth 

Miller, Doug Melody, 

Heather Melody, 

Patrick O’Connors, 

Lori O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast, Kirsten 

Peterson, Joe Shepley, 

David Szen & Pam 

Szen. 

Have you ever 

been to Caine’s 

Arcade? 

Click here for a 

link to an awesome 

video about 

Caine’s Arcade. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=faIFNkdq96U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=faIFNkdq96U

