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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  How to Pray for the Persecuted Church 
 

By Fr. Joe Shepley 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

As Anglican Christians, we are part of a worldwide family, 70 million strong and 

growing.  And when one part of the family hurts, we all hurt.  I want to bring to your 

attention an increasing level of persecution against our fellow Anglican sisters and brothers 

in northern Nigeria by radical Muslims.  

The Rt. Rev Timothy Yahaya, Bishop of Jalingo, Taraba 

State, in Nigeria's Middle Belt, said that 300 Christians have 

been killed in his diocese in a series of incidents over the last 

three weeks.  Then last Sunday (29 April), three church 

services in Northern Nigeria were targeted in attacks that left 

27 people dead, including defenseless women and children. 

Having picked through the carnage of the Twin Towers as 

a first responder, I am forever committed to remaining 

vigilant regarding the threat of religious extremism, 

particularly as it concerns the effort to establish a caliphate (a 

political-religious state comprising the Muslim community 

and the lands and peoples under its dominion) on Christian 

lives.  Political correctness must give sway to courage and clarity in facing a very real threat 

in this world.  And the most powerful thing we can do is pray.  The following ten points 

represent how and why we are to pray for the persecuted church: 
 

1.  Praise God for being all-knowing, that in Christ He himself experienced shame, pain 

and agonizing death, as well as the glorious resurrection.  Thank God for His promise: “I 

will never leave you nor forsake you” (Josh 1:5). 

2.  Pray that all governments will work for justice and 

righteousness.  While Jesus says that in this world we 

will have trouble (John 16.33), He does not say that it 

will always be present in every place. 

3.  Pray that leaders of liberal democracies will use their 

influence to find ways to reduce, if not end, persecution 

in countries where it occurs.  Just as Paul appealed to 

Caesar to seek justice (Acts 25), so Christians can 

appeal to secular governments. 

4.  Pray for the growth of the Church where persecution 

flourishes, remembering that “the blood of the martyrs 

is the seed of the Church.” 

5.  Pray for strength and courage for those undergoing persecution, and for peace that 

only God can bring.  Thank God that His grace is sufficient for their needs (2 Cor 12:9).  

Pray that their faith will not fail, but that their suffering will draw them closer to God and 

increase their faith. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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6.  Pray that the Holy Spirit will enable persecuted Christians to forgive and love their 

persecutors (Matt 5:44) and that their Christ-like reactions will have an impact on their 

persecutors. 

7.  Pray that the Lord will be at work in the hearts of those who currently persecute our 

sisters and brothers to bring them to a saving knowledge of Himself, as He did with Saul of 

Tarsus (Acts 9). 

8.  Thank God for the privilege of entering into the sufferings of our sisters and brothers, 

remembering that “if one part [of the body] suffers, every part suffers with it” (1 Cor 12:26). 

9.  Pray that Christians who are experiencing persecution will not lose the ability to 

accept or trust genuine approaches from those who have formerly persecuted them, as when 

the believers in Jerusalem had to learn to accept the reality of Saul’s conversion (Acts 9). 

Pray that the Lord will give discernment, and relief from unnecessary fears. 

10.  Pray for yourself and for persecuted Christians to be spiritually ready for whatever 

tomorrow brings, be that persecution, respite from suffering or Christ’s return (Matt 24.42). 
 

Make no mistake about it, those of us in the Western world are experiencing varying 

levels of persecution in an increasingly anti-Christian culture.  And while the forms differ 

based upon local context, persecution is persecution, and we need to be people of prayer, 

both for our local parish, the wider church in the United Sates and the church catholic 

around the world.  The good news is that we are being afforded the opportunity to refine 

who we are as Christians without the cultural props that once allowed the church cultural 

favor.  And as we pray and connect in the Spirit with believers everywhere, so we become 

renewed in focus and increasingly one as Jesus and the Father are one. 

As our Book of Common Prayer commends us to pray for in our Good Friday liturgy (p. 

279): 

Let us pray for all who have not received the Gospel of Christ;  

For those who have never heard the word of salvation 

For those who have lost their faith 

For those hardened by sin or indifference 

For the contemptuous and the scornful 

For those who are enemies of the cross of Christ and persecutors of his disciples 

For those who in the name of Christ have persecuted others 

That God will open their hearts to the truth, and lead them to faith and obedience. 

Be bold for the Lord, dear ones, lift up the people of Jalingo, Nigeria, and join with me 

as people of prayer. 

 

Faithfully, 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

P hyllis Baskett and Rebecca 

Conte celebrate today!  Sunday 

is  the b ig day for  Amy 

Barackman.   Do minique 

Swanson will be expecting your 

card on Tuesday.  Melissa Fox 

will be another year older and 

wiser on Wednesday.  Have a 

blessed day each one of you! 

Pray for the Persecuted Church 

http://barnabasfund.org/UK/Our-work/Our-current-projects/BF-Project-Categories/Persecuted-Christians.html
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† Nursery Care Provided 

 

S t. Paul’s offers nursery care as well as a 

speaker in the parish hall where the sermon 

can be heard. Please be mindful of those around you 

should your little one become disruptive during the 

sermon. 

†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

† Memorial Day Outreach 

T his Sunday and for the next couple of weeks after each service there will be 

donation sign ups in the Parish Hall for this year’s Memorial Day Outreach!  

Join us at 1:00 pm on May 27th.  This is a perfect way for Saint Paul’s to share the 

love of Jesus with the community in a casual and fun way.  Please sign up to donate 

Hot Dogs, Cookies or Lemonade.  Contact Preston Powell for more information.  

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., May 3 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., May 5 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   6:00 pm - Marriage Course, Parish Hall 

 Sun., May 6 -           Fifth Sunday of Easter 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:45 am - 1st Holy Communion Class 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   5:00 pm - Youth Group 

   6:15 pm - Vespers 

 Mon. May 7 - 4:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue., May 8 -   9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Finance Committee Meeting 

 Wed., May 9 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room 

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

 Thu., May 10 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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Save the dates! 

VBS 2012 

Monday, July 16th 

                Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more details soon!  

 †  Calm in the Storm 
 

Dear Friends,  

This may not sound too eloquent, but this year has been C.R.A.Z.Y!!!  There is just no 

other way to say it!  We are surviving all of the church bombings, military rule, and 

checkpoints, thankful that the school has remained operational.  Everyday life has not 

changed too drastically, although our ministries have been affected by the ongoing violence.  

Everyday the news brings reports of continued violence perpetrated by Boko Haram or of 

"no-go" areas that must be avoided due to elevated threats.  Tim and I continue to adapt to 

the environment around us, although we were recently told by a crisis consultant (an expert 

who came from America to advise the mission community), that we are all definitely the 

“frogs is the boiling water.”  He pointed out that in spite of the fact that the missionaries had 

conclusive if/then statements when he first visited Jos in 2007, we have not abided by them.  

For example, “if there are bombings against Christians in Jos, then we will _______.”  All of 

the if/then statements have become a reality, and yet we are still plugging along.  The 

question is whether we are full of faith or just plain crazy?  Or maybe both?  One other 

mission has decided to evacuate their missionaries, and other missions are greatly reducing 

in number. 

 To be very honest, the bombs, the threats, and the terrorism 

are not a huge source of stress to our family.  None of us lie 

awake at night worrying about the next target.  Even last week, a 

bomb was detonated in the neighborhood that borders our rear 

wall, but we all just went right on with our evening.  No one was 

killed, thank the Lord.  I hope that I do not sound callous or 

unfeeling.  Perhaps the Lord has equipped us with a survival 

mentality.  However, as our community continuously shrinks, 

with dear friends leaving Nigeria, we are all forced to say another 

round of good-byes.  This interminable sense of loss is more 

disheartening than all of the threats, the disappointments of 

ministry, the lack of electricity, the plague of malaria, the absence 

of clean water, the inefficient Internet connection, etc.  Pray for 

us!  We need a refreshment and re-filling from the Lord!   

(Continued on page 5) 
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St. Paul’s OWN 

May 6th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

May 13th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

May 20th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

June 10th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

June 22nd  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7am 

Mother's Day 

Memorial Flowers 
 Anyone wishing to have 

flowers in memory of their 

mother on the altar on Mother's 

Day, May 13th, please write a 

check payable to Saint Paul's 

Church, and indicate the name 

of the mother to be remem-

bered on the memo line.  All 

memorials are due this Sunday, 

May 6th. 

Meanwhile, there have been some very fun distractions!  Colin, Schyler, and Cassidy 

each played a significant role in the high school production of Annie last week.  Although 

it was his third production, Colin starred as Oliver Warbucks, surprising the audience with 

such a clear, beautiful voice and amazing stage presence!  He had a great rapport with the 

girls who played Annie and Grace Farrell, pulling 

off a very memorable performance!  Schyler 

debuted as Ali the apple seller and Francie 

McCracken, the ventriloquist.  She has a very 

natural and confident manner onstage, as well as a 

wonderful singing voice.  Cassidy played Sandy 

the not-so-dumb dog.  Although she did not have 

any lines, she was the perfectly loveable pup and 

performed like a champ!  Tim and I were, of 

course, beaming with pride! 

Tim visited with a host of new Fulani converts 

last week who exude a zeal for the Lord that we both 

envy.  They are facing persecution on every side, but 

are unyielding in their efforts to serve their new 

Savior.  They have begun construction of a church 

in the midst of radical Muslims.  Pray for the Lord 

to bless and protect them! 

I have just completed two Government classes 

(whew!).  Taking online classes with these Internet 

limitations is not as simple as I had hoped, but the 

Lord has blessed me with merciful professors.  We 

will return to Texas at the end of May for me to 

complete a Chemistry class this summer.  Colin and 

Schyler are very excited about working at Camp 

Tejas, and Cassidy is so eager to hang out with her 

cousins.  

Thank you all so much for your patience with 

my less-frequent letter writing.  Work in the clinic, 

directing productions, and taking classes is more 

time consuming than I would like, but the Lord is 

providing the energy.  We love you all!  Tim and 

Kelly  

(Continued from page 4) 

The Lord your God 

is with you!  He is 

mighty to save.  He 

will take great 

delight in you.  He 

will quiet you with 

His love.  He will 

rejoice over you 

with singing! 

Zephania 3:17  

"Will we fulfill God’s purpose, or will we shrink back and live a comfortable, self-

centered life?"                   Rick Warren 

Calm in the Storm 
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†  Photo Contest for June Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The June issue covers the Pentecost, summer, 

end of church school year.  Have fun.  The deadline is May 25th.  Send your 

pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  Sunday’s Readings 
(click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 

 

Abiding in Christ 
 

Acts 8:26-40 

T his is the story of how Philip brought the Ethiopian eunuch to faith in Jesus.  Early 

Christians doubtless loved to tell and retell this narrative.  It shows how a 

significant foreign personage, who was apparently an inquirer into Judaism, learned about 

Jesus and was baptized.  Is also illustrates the way an important passage from the Old 

Testament, which tells of the Lord’s servant who suffered for others, was 

interpreted as prophesy about Jesus. 

 Psalm 22:24-30 

 A song of praise to the Lord, who rules over all and cares for the down-

trodden. 

 1 John 4:7-21 

 This reading teaches that God’s love is made known to us through Jesus.  In 

response we are to love one another.  No one has ever seen God, but to experience God’s 

love and to recognize Jesus as God’s Son is to know God.  Only by not loving other humans 

made in God’s image would we show that we do not know and love God.  When we do love 

one another, then we live in union with God and fear is driven away. 

John 15:1-8 

In our gospel reading we hear that Jesus is the true vine to which each branch must be 

united if it is to bear fruit.  The vine and the vineyard were well-known symbols for God’s 

people.  A living relationship with Jesus in the following of his teaching is the source of 

fruitful discipleship.  God will cut away the dead branches and prune the healthy one so that 

they will bear more abundantly. 

Acts 8:30 

Do you understand 

what you are reading? 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John+2:5&version=NIV
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 †  Israel 2012 
 

Caesarea 
By Pam Szen 

 

F rom the moment we landed at Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv it was apparent that 

we were embarking on a life-changing experience.  After we were greeted by Yaniv, 

our Jewish tour guide, we headed into our motorcoach and a dust storm, not uncommon in 

Israel. 

 Our driver headed north along Route 6, which was the border before 

1967, passing through the Judean Mountains and seeing the Jerusalem 

limestone, olive and carob trees which are typical to Israel.  Our 

destination for Wednesday is the town of Netanya and our hotel along 

the Mediterranean Sea where we enjoyed dinner and rest after our full 

day of traveling. 

 A 6:30 wakeup call was not very early for some of us still on New 

York time.  At 8 am we boarded the bus and our driver, Wasbe, traveled 

north along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea to Caesarea.  Here 

Cornelius and the Gentiles first heard the Good News from Peter and 

were baptized (Acts 10).  Paul was also brought to trial and imprisoned 

here.  Caesarea was built by Herod the Great in honor of Caesar; it was 

an important Crusader city until it was destroyed by the Mamelukes.  

The archeological site includes remains of the Roman Amphitheatre, a 

hippodrome  where chariots races and gladiator fights were held, and an 

aqueduct. 

 History:  King Herod built the city and port of Caesarea on the ancient ruins of the 

Phoenician city names “Tower of Straton.”  During the Roman Era, the city was populated 

by Romans, Jews and Samaritans, who are enjoyed the benefits of bountiful running water, 

bathhouses, castles and cultural and entertainment centers.  In the 7th century AD, the city 

faded from importance and became a small Muslim village. 

In 1101 AD, the Crusaders conquered Caesarea and retained control over the city until 

the Muslim conquest of Saladin.  In 1251 AD, the King of France Louis IX remodeled and 

fortified Caesarea.  The city stood, with varying fortunes, until 1256 when it was abandoned 

after the Mameluke conquest.  At the end of the 19th century, the ruling Ottoman Empire 

established a small fishing village, inhabited by Bosnians, that lasted but a few days. 

As the 20th century dawned, renowned 

philanthropist Baron Benjamin de Rothschild, under 

the auspices of the Palestine Jewish Colonization 

Association, purchased tens of thousands of acres of 

land surrounding Caesarea. 

After the founding of the State of Israel, the 

Caesarea Foundation was established, controlled in 

equal part by the Rothschild family and the Israeli 

government.  The source of the Foundation’s resources 

lay in the improvement and development of the real 

estate surrounding Caesarea undertaken by the 

Caesarea Edmond Benjamin de Rothschild 

Corporation, the Caesarea Foundation’s executive arm, 

founded in 1951. 

A tour through ancient Caesarea, along paths 

suitable for all ages, is an experience unto itself, 

opening the gate to Caesarea’s impressive past and 

exposing finds from previous eras testifying to its 

magnificence. 
(Continued on page 9) 
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Biblical History: During the human lifetime of Jesus, and well into the New Testament 

stage of Bible history, Caesarea was a major Roman political center in occupied Israel.  It 

was located on the shore of the Mediterranean Sea, on the road from Egypt to Tyre, about 75 

miles northwest of Jerusalem.  It was built between 25 to 13 

BC by Herod The Great, who named it after Caesar 

Augustus, the Roman emperor most famous for ordering the 

census (Luke 2:1) that resulted in Joseph and Mary traveling 

down from Nazareth to Bethlehem where Jesus was born. 

The site had a long history.  It was originally established as 

an anchorage by Sidonian king Abdashtart in the 4th century 

BC, when it became known as "Strato's Tower."  The 

Hasmoneans took possession of it in 96 BC, however 

Pompey brought it under Roman rule in 63 BC. 

Mark Antony presented the city to Cleopatra, however when 

Octavian (later known as Caesar Augustus) defeated Antony 

at Actium, it was put under the control of Herod who built it 

up and renamed it after the Caesar.  It then became the capital 

of the Roman province of Judea, the headquarters for the procurators (governors) and the 

Roman troops. 

Caesarea is mentioned frequently in 

New Testament events:  

Peter first took the message of the 

Gospel to Gentiles at Caesarea, while in 

the house of Cornelius, the centurion in 

what was known as the "Italian 

Regiment" (Acts 10:1-48).  While there, 

as Cornelius was about to bow down to 

Peter, the apostle made it clear than he 

was merely a servant of The Lord, like 

the rest (Acts 10:26). 

Philip the evangelist lived in 

Caesarea with his four daughters who 

prophesied (Acts 21:8-9). 

Not long after his conversion, Paul 

sailed from Caesarea to his native Tarsus (Acts 9:30).  He passed through the city during his 

second and third missionary journeys.  Later, he was held prisoner in the city for two years 

(Acts 24:1,27), where he was put on trial (Acts 23:31-26:32) before his voyage to Rome. 

It was at Caesarea that Herod Agrippa I was struck down by God for his idolatrous 

blasphemy (Acts 12:19-23). 

Today, the site of Caesarea is still known by its ancient name, Kaiseriyeh, but there are 

only ruins remaining. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Planning is underway for a St. 

Paul’s triP to israel in the late 

spring of next year.  If you 

would like to be part of this life

-changing spiritual journey, 

contact David or Pam Szen or 

send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/christ.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/biblhist.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/mediter.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/tyre.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/jerfacts.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/herod.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/joseph.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/mary.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/nazareth.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/bethlhm.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/peter.htm
mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..St. Mark’s, New Britain; St. Mark’s, New Canaan; Christ Church, New Haven 

…..Sophia DeAnzeris, complete healing of her broken arm. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of back problems. 

…..Parish prayer groups; intercessory prayer chains 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..the peace of the world, especially in the Middle East, that a spirit of respect and 

forbearance may grow among nations and peoples. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Norma Jean Sporck, recovery and easy rehab from hip replacement surgery. 

…..Mike Healey's brother, Tim who had a recent liver transplant; pray that he is able to 

assimilate the new liver in his body. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her back. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi for healing and strength. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..Ken Perry quick healing from recent shoulder 

surgery. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for 

cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the 

service. 
 

 Jeremiah 30:17  "But I will restore you to health 

and heal your wounds, declares the Lord." 

†  Adult Christian Education 
 

Join us this Sunday at 9:15 AM in The Guild room for the Adult Education class.  This 

week will be the “Good Samaritan” video make-up from the Lenten Series. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

L ast week on Good Shepherd Sunday, Fr. Shepley traced the 

biblical history of shepherds pointing to and culminating in 

Jesus as the Good Shepherd.  In this message, Fr. Shepley provided 

three specific action items for living while reinforcing the need to 

be a flock under God's pastoring. 

To replay or watch sermons follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons each week. 

I just wanted to thank you all for your 

kind words, cards and emails.  They 

were much appreciated.  The funeral 

home's website has mom's obituary if 

any of you would like to see it.  Her 

name was Jane (MacFarland) Segar. 

 

Yours in Christ,  Sandy Chadwick 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.grondinfuneralservices.com/obituaries.html
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Keeping Track of the Saints 
 

T here are three types of listings of saints which the church uses to keep track of its 

saints: Calendars, Martyrologies, and Hagiographies.  Each of these has its own 

characteristics and functions. 

Historically Calendars have usually been included in the same books that included 

services for daily or at least frequent use; and before the development of 

printing these were, of course, individually copied for a particular church 

and the calendars would include saints of local and regional interest as 

well as those who were widely venerated.  Thus no two calendars would 

be quite the same, and we often find names added to calendars (we can tell 

because the handwriting is different).  This often makes it possible to tell 

where and when a particular service book was used. 

In the Episcopal church there is an official calendar, printed in the front of the Prayer 

Book, but updated after each General Convention in a volume known as Holy Women, Holy 

Men (previously called Lesser Feasts and Fasts).  There are 

also unofficial calendars from various publishers printed for 

each year showing the dates of movable feasts (Easter and all 

the other days that are counted from it) for that year and any 

necessary adjustments for other days.  These are traditionally 

known as ‘Ordos’ because they set out the order for using the 

general calendar in a particular year.  Because in some cases 

the rules in the Prayer Book are either 

unintentionally ambiguous or 

deliberately flexible different 

publishers will often produce slightly 

different ordos for any given year.  All of these calendars and ordos 

list the saints and other Holy Days that are ordered or recommended 

to be observed in the Church’s worship. 

Martyrologies are much more extensive listings containing (in 

theory at least) all recognized saints, and arranged by date (month 

and day) of death if known, or of the feast 

day.  The word martyr actually comes from 

the Greek for ‘witness’ and was originally used generally of saints, 

though the majority of early saints were also martyrs in the narrow 

sense of having died for the faith.  The general format would be 

place of death, name, and usually a brief statement of the manner of 

death or some other reason why the person was remembered.  

Events such as the birth of Christ included on appropriate days.  St 

Jerome (d. 420) is usually credited with creating the first 

martyrology; and the Venerable Bede (d. 735) compiled an updated 

version emphasizing English saints.  The entries for the following 

day were read each morning in monastic houses and in Cathedral 

and some other large churches.  They were, therefore, official 

liturgical books, but since only the reader needed to have a copy 

they were usually among the last such volumes to be 

printed.  A fascinating exception is an English translation 

of a Sarum martyrology published in London in 1526, 

shortly before the English Reformation, and now available 

online.  The translator, a Rychard Whytford, indicates that 

(Continued on page 12) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

May 
1 b Saint Philip and Saint James, Apostles 
2 c Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, 373 
3 d 
4 e Monnica, Mother of Augustine of Hippo, 
387 
5 f 
6 g 
7 A 
8 b Dame Julian of Norwich, c. 1417 

Venerable Bede from 

Nuremberg Chronicles 

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxzYXJ1bWNoYW50Y2F8Z3g6NmRkNTFiNmI5MDIzYTdiMQ
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love


12  

 †  Transforming Saints of God 
 

 

Dorothy Day 
 

"The biggest mistake sometimes is to play things very safe in this life and end up being 

moral failures." 
 

D orothy Day combined her political passion for justice and equality with her 

religious commitment for serving the destitute.  She wanted her words to match 

precisely with her deeds.  She took a vow of poverty and lived a life of service to the poor in 

the hospitality houses (an extension of the work that Jane Addams did in Hull 

House) that she helped to establish in cities across the U.S.  She worked tirelessly 

and was arrested often in the struggles for womens rights, birth control, workers 

rights, and against war. 

 Dorothy Day was born in New York in 1897.  Her childhood was spent mostly 

in Chicago, and she attended the University of Illinois in Urbana for two years 

before returning to New York with her family in 1916.  Her reading of such 

authors as Tolstoy and Upton Sinclair deepened her concern for the sufferings of 

the poor.  Day's conversion to Catholicism followed the birth of her daughter.  She 

was now committed to a revolution of the heart, a revolution in which the human 

individual experiences the transforming change of heart and renewal of spirit to 

which the Gospel calls all persons to care for the hungry and despised. 

In Peter Maurin, Dorothy Day met a like-minded believer and reformer.  In 1933 the two 

began the Catholic Worker movement, which not only published an influential newspaper 

but founded a number of hospitality houses to serve the homeless. 

"What we would like to do is change the world, make it a little simpler for people to 

feed, clothe, and shelter themselves as God intended them to do.  And by fighting for better 

conditions, by crying out unceasingly for the rights of the workers, the poor, of the destitute 

we can work for the oasis, the little cell of joy and peace in a harried world."  The author of 

these words is even now being considered for sainthood in the church she loved, but shortly 

before her death in 1980 she said: “Don't call me a saint. I don't want to be dismissed so 

easily.” 

the reason for the book is “that where all the sayntes may not (for theyr multytude) be 

syngulerly served with offyce, they sholde at the leest upon theyr dayes, knowen over even 

[i.e. known the day before], have a memory, or breve remembraunce, wherby every persone 

moved in grace accordynge unto theyr devocyon may worshyp them.”  An interesting 

feature is that Whitford also adds a few saints (taken from other sources) to each day’s 

reading.  My research assistant has fond memories of her years in the convent (where the 

martyrology was read before breakfast), watching her egg get cold while hearing of 

crucifixions, dismemberments, and other gory details. 

Finally we have hagiography or biographical writing about saints.  Each saint listed in 

Holy Women, Holy Men is provided with a brief biography, and other biographies, 

mostly written by James Kiefer are readily available online.  (Fr. Shepley and I both 

draw on these regularly at our Wednesday Eucharists.) Many other individual and 

collected lives of saints are also available, but the most comprehensive is Alban 

Butler’s four volume Lives of the Saints, but there are many others available, some 

based on various Church calendars, or on saints of a particular category.   

In an earlier column I remarked that Holy Women, Holy Men had too many saints, 

and that most churches should probably select a smaller group for actual observation.  I 

would also suggest, however, that the Liturgical Commission might do well to compile a 

more comprehensive martyrology with hagiography which would serve primarily for 

devotional reading, and provide a large list from which saints (and other events) could be 

locally selected for actual observance.          Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

(Continued from page 11) Keeping Track of the Saints 

http://ebookbrowse.com/holy-women-holy-men-pdf-d125368989
http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/JEK/
http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/JEK/
http://ebookbrowse.com/holy-women-holy-men-pdf-d125368989
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 †  Jacob’s Lentil Soup 
“Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew” (Gen. 25:34)  

Directions: 

Put the lentils in a pot with the 

stock and vegetables and bring to 

a boil.  Simmer for 30 minutes, 

until the lentils have 

disintegrated.  If too thick, add 

water.  Add cumin and wine 

vinegar and season to taste.  Fry 

the sliced onion in the olive oil 

until almost caramelized and add 

to the soup.  Serve hot with croutons. 

Serves 4. 

In Old Testament times, people ate stews into which they 

could dip bread rather than soups.  In Roman times, however, 

soups were popular.  

Ingredients: 

1 ½ cups split red 

lentils 

6 cups chicken or 

vegetable stock 

1 medium onion, 

cubed 

1 leek, chopped 

½ tsp. ground cumin 

Salt & freshly ground 

black pepper 

1 medium onion, 

sliced 

2 sticks chopped celery 

1 carrot, cubed 

1 T. white wine vinegar 

 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

 

Opening Hymn Come, Let Us With Our Lord Arise 

Gradual Hymn Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove 

Offertory Hymn Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

Closing Hymn God is Love: Let Heaven Adore Him 

 

Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove 
 

J esus told his disciples that the Father would send the Holy Spirit to 

guide them and to guard them.  He would be Paraclete, the 

counselor, sent to help them and us.  He would lead us into truth, Jesus 

said, and bring Glory to Christ through us. 

Hymn writer Simon Browne often found it easier to write things on 

paper than to know them through experiential.  He wrote an English 

dictionary, completed the memorable commentary of Matthew Henry after that a great 

scholar passed away, and wrote many beautiful hymns. 

But he struggled with the painful memory of an event that happened when he was forty 

years old.  Browne was attacked by a highwayman, and in self defense he struck the man, 

knocking him down and killing him.  Convinced that he was a murderer, Browne could 

never forgive himself; he felt that God had taken his soul from him.  The prayer of his 

tortured heart is captured in the first line of this hymn, " Come, gracious Spirit, heav'nly 

Dove, / with light and comfort from above." 

Ability Beyond Disability wants to give a special 
thanks to members of St. Paul’s Church for 

graciously volunteering their time to help out at 
the 2012 Up, Up and Away Gala on Saturday, 
April 28, 2012.  This was the most successful 

Gala yet, and the night would not have been as 
great without you there! 

Click on picture to 

learn story of 

Esau’s birthright. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXjg1mL6NIQ
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/c/c194.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fkvyYNsjPc
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/g/g165.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esau#Birthright
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esau#Birthright
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esau#Birthright
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esau#Birthright
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 Episcopal Presiding Bishop, Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

to discuss mission in live webcast 
May 19 from Washington National Cathedral 

 

E piscopal Church Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori will conduct a 

conversation about mission with Archbishop Desmond Tutu in a live webcast on 

Saturday, May 19 at 3:30 pm Eastern. 

The live webcast will be available at no fee on the website of the Episcopal Church 

www.episcopalchurch.org and will be available on demand afterwards. 

Hosted by Washington National Cathedral, the event will be moderated by David 

Crabtree, news anchor at WRAL-TV in North Carolina and an ordained deacon. 

Framing the conversation on the Anglican Five Marks of Mission, the questions to be 

explored are: “What does Mission mean to me”; and “What does mission look like in the 

world.” 

Archbishop Tutu 

A 1984 Nobel Peace Prize winner, Archbishop Tutu is well 

known in the Anglican Communion and throughout the world.  A 

leader of peace, he was born in 1931 in Klerksdorp, Transvaal, 

and in 1954 he graduated from the University of South Africa. 

Between 1976 and 1978 Tutu was the Bishop of the Anglican 

Church in Lesotho and the General Secretary of the South 

African Council of Churches. 

Tutu had become increasingly outspoken about Apartheid 

and the privations suffered by blacks.  Although his criticism was 

unflinching, he constantly urged reconciliation between all sides.  

Like many who spoke out against Apartheid, he was harassed by 

the state security police and his passport was confiscated. 

Desmond Tutu continued to speak out against the injustice of 

Apartheid and in 1984 he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 

his efforts, the first South African to receive the accolade since Albert Luthuli in 1961. 

In 1985, he was appointed the Bishop of Johannesburg and a year later became the first 

black cleric to lead the Anglican Church in South Africa when he was named Archbishop of 

Cape Town. From 1987 to 1997 he served as president of the All Africa Conference of 

Churches. 

Archbishop Tutu urged foreign disinvestment in South Africa as a way to pressure the 

government to dismantle Apartheid, and was the focus of harassment by the security police 

as a result. Like murdered activist Steve Biko, he also urged civil disobedience. It led to 

events such as the "purple rain" protest in Cape Town in 1989, where protesters were 

sprayed with purple dye to identify them to the police for arrest later. 

Following the democratic elections in 1994, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

(TRC) was set up to bear witness to, record and in some cases, grant amnesty to the 

perpetrators of crimes relating to human rights violations. 

http://www.tutu.org/bio-desmond-tutu.php 

The Anglican Five Marks of Mission 
The Five Marks of Mission were developed by the Anglican Consultative Council 

between 1984 and 1990 and have won wide acceptance among Anglicans, and have given 

parishes and dioceses around the world a practical and memorable "checklist" for mission 

activities. 

The Five Marks of Mission are: 

1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 

2. To teach, baptize and nurture new believers 

3. To respond to human need by loving service 

4. To seek to transform unjust structures of society 

5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth 

The Five Marks of Mission: http://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/five-marks-mission 

http://publicaffairs.createsend5.com/t/r-l-dklyktd-xtuktydut-d/
http://publicaffairs.createsend5.com/t/r-l-dklyktd-xtuktydut-h/
http://publicaffairs.createsend5.com/t/r-l-dklyktd-xtuktydut-k/
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Vespers is a time of 

worship and 

fellowship, with quiet 

moments to pray, and 

some upbeat music to 

lift our spirits.   

†  Sacristans for May 

The May Sacristans are Lorine Hodge, 

Sharon Hibler, and Elaine Skewis.  

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.”  - 1 JOHN 3:18 

H ow do we love in deed and truth?  The answer is through stewardship – 

giving some of our time to spend with Our Lord in prayer, giving some of 

our talents to do ministry in the parish, giving some of our financial blessings to 

support the work of the Church. 

†  Finders, Keepers!  How Did St. Paul’s Find You? 
 

B arbara Mullen “was looking for a church that preached the "good news 

of Jesus" in 1983.  A friend suggested St Paul's & came with me the 

first time I attended Sunday worship.” 

Click on the following link to tellus your  story: "How Did St. Paul's Find 

You?" 

Thursday, May 3rd, Brookfield is participating in the 

National Day of Prayer. 

Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in.  Aim at earth and you get 

neither-                     C S Lewis  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GB6BTLN
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GB6BTLN
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GB6BTLN
https://twitter.com/#%21/search/%23CSLewis
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to this 

Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Rachel Chaleski, Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 

Donnelly, Jen Falci, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Lori O’Hara, 

Linda Pendergast, 

Kirsten Peterson, 

Preston Powell, 

Joe Shepley, 

David Szen & 

Pam Szen. 

†  Friends of Saint Francis  

I f you have been in the Parish Office lately, you have 

probably met our newest friend of St. Francis.  Levon is 

the assistant to our office coordinator.  He loves people, so 

come on in and say “Hi.”  You can even take him for a walk, 

Betty Gardner did! 

Technologically 

Speaking 

At St. Paul’s we 

embrace the digital age 

we live in.  Click here 

for our active website.  

And you can follow us 

on Facebook and 

Twitter.  Also if you 

would like to receive 

the Sunday bulletins in 

PDF format for your 

iPad or other type of e-

reader to use during 

the services contact us 

at the following link.  

Scan our QR Code. 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/
mailto:stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Sunday%20Bulletins%20in%20PDF%20Format

