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Through 

Jesus 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., May 17 -                    Ascension Day 

   7:30 pm - Holy Eucharist 

 Sat., May 19 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

   6:00 pm - Marriage Course, Parish Hall 

 Sun., May 20 -           Seventh Sunday of Easter 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:15 am - Confirmation Class 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist/1st Holy Communion 

   3:00 pm - Youth Group - Ultimate Frisbee 

   6:15 pm - Vespers 

 Mon., May 21 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue., May 22 -   9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   6:30 pm - Deanery Meeting, Bethel 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

 Wed., May 23 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing  

 Thu., May 24 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

† Ascension Day 

T onight at St. Paul’s we celebrate the Feast of the 

Ascension with a service of Holy Eucharist at 7:30 pm. 

The Ascension is one of the great feasts in the Christian 

liturgical calendar, and commemorates the bodily Ascension of 

Jesus into heaven.  Ascension Day is always celebrated on a 

Thursday, the fortieth day from Easter day. 

The Christian doctrine of the Ascension holds that Jesus 

ascended to heaven in the presence of his eleven Apostles 

following his resurrection. 

Jesus died circa 30.  In the Epistle to the Romans (c. 56-57), St. 

Paul describes Christ as in heaven and in the abyss the earliest 

Christian reference to Jesus in heaven.  The most influential 

account of the Ascension is in Acts of the Apostles where Jesus is 

taken up bodily into heaven forty days after his resurrection as 

witnessed by his apostles, after giving the Great Commission with a 

prophecy to return.  The image of Jesus rising bodily into the 

heavens reflects the ancient view that heaven was above the earth. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_doctrine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heaven
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleven_Apostles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_to_the_Romans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Paul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Paul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harrowing_of_Hell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of_the_Apostles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Commission
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_coming
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†  A Reflection on the Significance of Christ's Ascension 
 

by Peter Toon & J. S. Patterson 
 

"Let us exult, Beloved, with joy of soul, and rejoicing with fitting praise in God’s 

presence, lift up the now free eyes of the soul to that place where Christ abides. 

Let not earthly things hold here the souls that are called above; let not perishable 

things fill the hearts that are chosen for external things. Let no false allurements 

hold back those who walk in the way of truth." - St. Leo the Great (d. 461) 
 

F orty days ago we celebrated the resurrection of Jesus from the grave.  We do well to 

recall that this was not merely a spiritual resurrection, but a truly bodily resurrection.  

The body of the resurrected Lord was not simply a reanimated physical body, rather it was 

an immortalized, glorified body - a human body wonderfully perfected.  Following his 

resurrection, on numerous occasions Jesus appeared in this amazing body to his apostles and 

disciples, until his final appearance (recorded in Acts 1) at which time they witnessed him 

Ascend into Heaven.  By this glorious Event the 

resurrected Jesus was exalted by the Father to his right 

hand on high and crowned as the Lord of lords and King 

of kings - as Psalm 24 sings and prophesies. 

 With the Ascension & Exaltation of Jesus Christ, the 

nature of heaven itself was transformed forever.  What 

caused this transformation?  The entrance of God 

incarnate into heaven, for when Jesus ascended into 

heaven he retained his full humanity (though now in an 

immortalized and glorified form).  Thus into the sphere 

where the angels and archangels eternally adore the Holy 

Trinity, Jesus brought human nature and a human body; 

and heaven - which was already perfect - was given a 

higher degree of perfection and grace.  Because the 

Incarnate Son of God is in heaven, those who are united to him (enclosed, as it were within 

his glorified human nature by the action of the Holy Ghost) are also united to the Holy 

Trinity. 

Thus within the Triune Life of the Holy Trinity there was and there remains glorified 

human nature.  This is an amazing thought and truth, with most holy and saving 

consequences for human beings, not least the possibility of the beatific vision of beholding 

the glory of the Father in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Previously the angelic hosts and choirs alone praised and magnified the Holy Trinity 

with their perpetual cry, "Holy, Holy, Holy," but now the human voice of the exalted Jesus - 

High Priest, Son of God, Lord and Mediator - is heard as well. 

Additionally, from the time of Jesus' Ascension and onwards, a constant procession of 

redeemed and sanctified human beings (both 

the saints from the Israel of the Old Covenant 

and the martyrs and saints of the Church of 

the New Covenant) have been entering 

Heaven by, through, with and in him.  Thus 

now in heaven, the heavenly choir is 

comprised of both angelic and human voices - 

all of whom joyfully sing in the Name of 

Jesus to the glory of God, who is the Blessed, 

Holy and Undivided Trinity. 

 Let us rejoice and be exceedingly glad that 

Heaven was eternally changed, being 

marvelously developed and expanded, through 

(Continued on page 3) 
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the Arrival and Coronation of the Lord Jesus.  Through Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the 

Life we have the hope of entering into the holy sphere of Heaven, in which he has promised 

"are many mansions" for the heirs of Abraham's promise. 

So today, Ascension Day we celebrate not only 

the Exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ to the 

supreme place of authority alongside the Father but 

also the raising of our human nature into the very 

center of heaven.  Where he has gone those who are 

united to him by faith and in love by the Holy Ghost 

will also go - in heart and mind now and in full 

bodily reality at the End time. 

As St. Augustine put it long ago - "All our 

activity will be Amen and Alleluia."  For "There we 

shall rest, and we shall see; we shall see and we shall 

love; we shall love and we shall praise.  Behold what 

shall be in the end and shall not end." (The Latin is 

most evocative - Vacabimus et videbimus, videbimus 

et amabimus, amabimus et laudabimus. Ecce quod 

erit in fine sine fine.) 

So we ask: Why, O Why is the Festival of the 

Ascension so neglected today?  As Prayerbook 

commentator Evan Daniel wrote: 

The festival of the Ascension, though in 

modern times much neglected in comparison with 

the other great festivals of the Church, was 

evidently intended by the framers of the Prayer 

Book to be celebrated with special honor.  It has assigned to it Proper Psalms, Proper 

Lessons, a special Collect, Epistle, and Gospel and a Proper Preface, and stands, 

therefore, in the same rank with Christmas, Easter Day, and Whitsunday (Pentecost).  St. 

Augustine speaks of it as universally observed in the Church, and argues that it must 

have been instituted either by the Apostles themselves, or by Church Councils.  He says: 

'For those things which are received and observed all over the world, not as written in 

Scripture, but as handed down to us by tradition, we conceive to be instituted by the 

Apostles themselves or some numerous Council whose authority is of very great use in 

the Church.  Such are the anniversary solemnities of our Savior's passion and 

resurrection, and ascension into heaven, and the coming of the Holy Ghost from heaven. 
 

We do well to recall that this is the Festival without which the other Festivals cannot 

fulfill their meaning and purpose.  For unless the Lord Jesus is exalted into heaven, his work 

is incomplete and thus there is no salvation, redemption, divinization and beatification for 

the human sinners whom he came to save. 
 

Jesus is risen from the dead.  Alleluia.  Jesus is exalted to the Father's right hand.  

Alleluia.  Jesus has transformed and remade heaven.  Alleluia.  The Father sends the 

Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, in Jesus' Name.  Alleluia.  Jesus will come to judge the living 

and the dead at the end of the age.  Alleluia. 

(Continued from page 2) Christ's Ascension 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

A biding as a spiritual discipline is the central theme of this sermon, with 

the application of Christ-centered love flowing from such an experience 

as the second piece of this look at Jesus' farewell discourse to his disciples.  To 

replay or watch sermons follow this link for The Sunday Sermons each week. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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Save the dates! 

VBS 2012 

Monday, July 16th 

                Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more details soon!  

 

Having lunch with their mother on Mother’s Day.  

Never forget what is important. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

O ur SiR+, Fr. Bill Loring celebrates today.  Yes he is 75!  His cake is 

pictured to the left!  Saturday is the big day for Austin Castner.  Kimberly 

Simon will be expecting your card on Monday.  Christian Williams & Ed 

Licence will be blowing out candles on Tuesday.  Alexandra Richmond will be 

another year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 
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† Announcement 

Deadlines….. 

For Sword Points please 

submit it by Wednesday after-

noon each week to stpauls-

swordpoints@gmail.com. 

Vespers is a time of 

worship and 

fellowship, with quiet 

moments to pray, and 

some upbeat music to 

lift our spirits.   

†  Where Did You Go to Church Last Sunday? 
 

W hile in Ireland, the first Sunday with our B&B 

hostess, we attended a Roman Catholic church - the 

parish church in Newmarket-on-Fergus.  It was a lovely service 

in a quite modern church, but had no music, not 

even organ music.  The next Sunday, we attended 

St. Mary's Cathedral (an Anglican Church of 

Ireland) in Limerick.  The service was similar to 

ours, and there was a full choir dressed in red and 

white, while the acolytes were in black and white (the reverse of our robes).  

The female priest-in

-charge was 

delightful and gave 

us the grand tour of this 840 year 

old cathedral. 

We also visited the 

international shrine of prayer and 

pilgrimage at the site of the 1879 

Apparition - quite awesome. 

Sandy Chaleski 

"...the real work is done when few people are looking..."  

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knock_Shrine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knock_Shrine
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†  Photo Contest for June Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The June issue covers the Pentecost, summer, 

end of church school year.  Have fun.  The deadline is May 25th.  Send your 

pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

† This Sunday’s Readings (click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

That They May Have My Joy 
 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

I n this lesson we hear of the selection of Matthias to take Judas’s place as one of the 

twelve apostles.  Peter perceives that it is prophesied that another should replace 

Judas, and lots are cast to select between two men who had been among the larger band of 

Jesus’ followers.  Matthias is chosen as one of the companions of Jesus who is able to 

witness to the resurrection. 

 Psalm 1 

 The Lord makes fruitful those who choose the way of righteousness. 

 1 John 5:9-13 

 In this lection disciples are bid to believe in the testimony that God has borne to 

Jesus, the Son of God.  They are to have confidence that their prayers are heard and 

that in the Son they have eternal life.  Elsewhere in this letter it is indicated that God’s 

witness to Jesus is especially made known through the experience of love, a love 

made manifest in Jesus.  Those who trust in Jesus as the Son of God realize this testimony 

within their hearts.  Refusal to accept this witness means to lose the possibility of true life. 

John 17:6-19  

In our gospel Jesus prays for his disciples shortly before his death, asking for their unity 

and sanctification in truth.  He prays that they may be protected in the Father’s name, that is, 

by God’s true character as it has been made know by Jesus.  Because of Jesus’ revelation to 

them, the disciples are set apart from disbelieving worldly society.  Yet, in another 

important sense, they remain a part of this world and are consecrated to witness to the truth 

in it. 

John 17:8 

“For the words that 

you gave to me I 

have given to them “ 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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By Pam Szen 

 

Megiddo 
 

A UNESCO World Heritage Site 
 

M egiddo is one of the world’s oldest cities dating back 6,000 years.  It was a city of 

great strategic importance, located on Via Maris, as the Romans called the sea 

road that led from Egypt to Damascus, and has a long history of upheavals and conquest.  

The nearby springs and fertile ground drew settlers from the earliest ages of 

antiquity.  Megiddo was a city with formidable walls 5,000 years ago.  

 Megiddo has been a battlefield throughout the ages.  Originally, it had been a 

Canaanite city, conquered by the Egyptian pharaoh Tutmoses III in 1479 BC, by 

Joshua when he defeated the king of Megiddo, and again by the Philistines in the 

twelfth century.  King David defeated the Philistines and brought Megiddo back 

under Israelite rule about 1000 BC.  His son Solomon fortified the city and built a 

formidable gateway that became the inspiration for King Ahab, who raised 

Megiddo to an important city.  In 609 

BC, “Pharaoh-nechoh King of Egypt 

went up against the King of Assyria 

to the river Euphrates: and King 

Josiah went against him; and Necho 

slew Josiah at Megiddo.  The Book of 

Revelation mentions apocalyptic military 

amassment at Armageddon, a name derived 

from the Hebrew "Har Megiddo" meaning 

"Mount of Megiddo."  The word has become a 

byword for the end of the age:  the final battle 

between the forces of good and evil. 

Tel Megiddo 
A tell or tel, is a type of archaeological mound created by different civilizations living 

and rebuilding in the same spot.  Over time, the level rises, forming a 

mound.  Excavating a tell reveals buried structures such as religious 

shrines, homes and military buildings, located at different depths 

depending on their date of use.  A classic tell looks like a low, truncated 

cone with a flat top and sloping sides.  Excavation at Tel Megiddo has 

unearthed 26 layers of ruins. 

 The visitor to Megiddo enters via the Visitor Center.  The site 

includes remains from the city’s glorious past with paths leading through 

the main sites such as the City Gates and the Ivory Palace in which a 

treasure of ancient ivory objects and jewelry were discovered – the richest 

(Continued on page 9) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Revelation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Revelation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armageddon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mound
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Megido_City_Gate1.jpg
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Canaanite treasure ever discovered.  The most notable 

object on view is a solid circular stone structure which has 

been variously interpreted as an altar or a high place.  In 

either case it dates to the Canaanite period.  Further on there 

is a hole in the ground like an inverted cone with two 

stairways spiraling down.  This is a grain pit from the 

Israelite period, to store provisions in case of siege.  Beyond 

that are the famous stables, 

originally thought to date from the time of Solomon but now more 

securely dated a century and a half later to the time of Ahab.  

Finally there is the water system, which consists of a square shaft 

115 ft. deep, the bottom of which opens into a tunnel bored through 

rock for 330 ft. to a pool of water.  Visitors leave through the 

original entrance to the spring, which brings them out at the foot of 

the tel. 

Megiddo Stables 

 At Megiddo two stable complexes were excavated, one in the 

north and one in the south.  The southern complex contained five 

structures built around a lime paved courtyard.  The buildings 

themselves were divided into three sections.  Two long stone paved aisles were built 

adjacent to a main corridor paved with lime.  

The buildings were about twenty-one meters 

long by eleven meters wide.  Separating the 

main corridor from outside aisles was a 

series of stone pillars.  Holes were bored 

into many of these pillars so that horses 

could be tied to them.  Also, the remains of 

stone mangers were found in the buildings.  

These mangers were placed between the 

pillars to feed the horses.  It is suggested 

that each side could hold fifteen horses, 

giving each building an overall capacity of 

thirty horses.  The buildings on the northern 

side of the city were similar in their construction.  However, there was no central courtyard.  

The capacity of the northern buildings was about three hundred horses altogether.  Both 

complexes could hold from 450-480 horses combined. 

Megiddo church 

In 2005, Israeli archaeologist Yotam Tepper of Tel-Aviv University discovered the 

remains of a church, believed to be from the third century, a few hundred meters south of the 

Tel on the grounds of the Megiddo Prison.  Among the finds is an approx. 54-square-metre 

(580 sq ft) large mosaic with a Greek inscription stating that the church is consecrated to 

"the God Jesus Christ."  It is speculated that this may be the oldest remains of a church in the 

Holy Land. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Planning is underway for a St. 

Paul’s triP to israel in the late 

spring of next year.  If you 

would like to be part of this life

-changing spiritual journey, 

contact David or Pam Szen or 

send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahab
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yotam_Tepper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tel-Aviv_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_(building)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_the_3rd_century
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosaic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tell_Megiddo_Preservation_2009_037.JPG
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Jubilee 
 

Q uestion for the scholar-in-residence:  Were the Sabbath years and Jubilees of 

Leviticus 25 still being observed in Jesus' time?  I saw a commentator refer to 

Jesus' reading about "the year of the Lord's favor" in the synagogue in Luke 4:19 as being 

the year of Jubilee, and I wondered if the listeners attached the same meaning to it.  And 

wouldn't it be cool if the year of Jubilee was the final year of Jesus' life? 
 

L et’s start with a little background:  The underlying text for the Jubilee year is,  

Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its 

inhabitants.  It shall be a jubilee for you; each one of you is to return to his family 

property and each to his own clan. - Leviticus 25:10 KJV. 

This Jubilee is usually identified with the completion of a cycle of seven Sabbath years, 

making it the 49th (and final) year of the cycle.  The fiftieth year in the text would then 

reflect the common ancient practice of inclusive counting which continues in church usage 

today.  Pentecost, for example, is the 50th day of the Easter season, but the 49th day after 

Easter Day, and the Hebrew Feast of Weeks was counted in the same way.  Some scholars, 

however, maintain that the Jubilee was intended to be the year after the seventh Sabbath 

(either the 50th year of the preceding cycle and the first of the new one, or an 

extra year that was not counted in the cycle).  There are some indications that 

both methods were used at different times, and some scholars hold that the 

extra year method was used before the Babylonian captivity, and the seventh 

Sabbath method after the return.  This, however, is not supported by some of 

the dates when Jubilees are calculated to have occurred. 

 The Sabbath year is described in a number of passages, particularly in 

Leviticus and Deuteronomy, in terms which make it clearly an extension of the 

Sabbath day.  Although many types of work continue to be permitted and even 

encouraged in this year, the land is not to be plowed or planted, and there are 

special rules as to what may be done with fruits and other crops that grow of 

themselves.  In some places the Sabbath year is also a time for the remission 

of debts, and the freeing of Hebrew slaves - there were different rules for 

Gentile slaves - but these rules are given in a fuller form as applying to the 

Jubilee.  In future columns I should like to look at some of the theories about how the 

Scriptures, and particularly the Torah (Books of Moses) came to be written; for now let it 

suffice to say that the majority of scholars agree that these books contain four or five strands 

of material, and that the Jubilee rules belong to the latest of these strands, while most of the 

Sabbath year rules are somewhat earlier.  This would fit 

with the transfer and expansion of some of the Sabbath 

rules to the Jubilee. 

 The full observance of the Jubilee requires that any 

land (and with some exceptions, houses) purchased 

since the last Jubilee must be returned to the seller - and 

additional rules called for it to be priced accordingly, 

that any outstanding debts (among Jews) must be forgiven, and (even if not done in other 

Sabbath years) Jewish slaves must be released.  In addition the start of the Jubilee was to be 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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proclaimed by a special sounding of the shofar (ram’s horn trumpet) on yom kippur.  These 

rules were inspired by the sense that God owned the land of Israel and that the Israelites 

were his people.  The return of land was seen as a way of 

insuring that the tribal territories (decreed by God) were kept 

intact, and the release from debt and from slavery as 

acknowledging that we are God’s and so cannot actually 

own each other. 

 There are a few references in the Old Testament to the 

observance of the Jubilee (including Isaiah 61:1-2 as cited in 

the original question) but none of these give much 

information on how it was actually observed.  One of the 

best dates that we can pin down is in Ezekiel 46:17 which 

has been identified as falling in 587 BC.  This was during the Exile when it would have 

been impossible to have a full observance, and that seems to have been the last serious try.  

The cycles of 49 years continued to be counted, and the shofar sounded; but the observance 

seems to have been limited to the normal Sabbath year rules.  At some point the rabbis 

argued that Jubilee could not be observed unless the land of Canaan was fully occupied by 

the Jewish people, and while this may have been an after the fact explanation it has been the 

case ever since.  Although it is little mentioned, the observance of the Sabbath years did 

resume after the return from exile, and apparently continued until the Roman conquest of 70 

AD.  It has been widely revived again in modern Israel. 

It would thus appear that there could not have been any real observance of the Jubilee in 

our Lord’s time, although the cycle probably would have still been counted out and the 

shofar sounded.  Unfortunately counting forward  from 587 BC gives us the year 14 as the 

time of a Jubilee in Jesus’ earthly life time, rather too early for his final year - though I 

agree that would have been cool.  For centuries, however, Jewish practice has been to study 

the various observances that could not actually be kept; so it is highly probable that the 

congregation in that synagogue did understand quite well what Jesus was saying when he 

preached on that passage from Isaiah.  (I guess that makes my questioner one for two on this 

one!)               - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

For further reading: 

Wikipedia has a very good article on the subject here. 

A more theological (and sometimes more tendentious) discussion can be found here. 

(Continued from page 10) Jubilee 

Dorothy Day Ministry, May 10, 2012 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jubilee_%28biblical%29
http://www.biblestudy.org/godsrest/what-is-the-jubilee-year.html
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 † Come Play Ultimate Frisbee This Sunday! 
 

C alling athletes of all shapes and sizes to 

represent St. Paul’s Church in an ecumenical 

Ultimate Frisbee tournament this Sunday, May 20th 

from 3-5pm.  We will meet at Memorial Field on Rt. 

133 across from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.  

Following the game, all youth group members will 

return to the church for regularly scheduled youth 

group and Vespers.  Wear comfortable clothes, bring 

some water and come ready to have some fun with 

people from many local churches!  Please let Patrick 

know if you are planning to attend 

youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com.  We’re also 

looking for 3-4 adult drivers to meet us at 5pm to 

bring kids back to the church – the more seatbelts in 

your car the better! 

† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on 

Mother’s Day. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women 

during unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material 

assistance for the care of the newborn, such as cribs, 

clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers 

counseling, support, and ultrasounds performed on newly 

pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They 

offer post-abortion counseling to women of any age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change 

for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There will be baby 

bottles at the back of the church and in the Parish Hall that 

we ask you to please fill with your loose change and bills and return on Father’s Day. 

For more information, contact: Rory Palmer, Bonnie Wanzer or Debbie Werneburg.. 

 

†  Solomon’s Chicken Shishkebab 
 

“Solomon’s daily provisions…and choice fowl” (1 Kings 4:22-3) 

M ix all marinade ingredients.  Remove chicken from bone and cut 

into bite-sized pieces.  Marinate chicken pieces evenly and leave 

in refrigerator for 6 hours.  Put chicken pieces on wooden skewers and broil 

for 4-5 minutes on each side. 

Marinade 
 

Ingredients: 

1 clove finely chopped garlic 

1 tbsp. chopped cilantro 

4 tsp. ground cumin 

2 tsp. salt 

2 tsp. freshly ground black pepper 

1 tbsp. saffron 

2 tbsp. olive oil 

mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
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A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than we 

ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..St. Paul & St. James, New Haven; St. Thomas’, New Haven; Trinity, New Haven; St. 

James, New London 

…..Sophia DeAnzeris, complete healing of her broken arm. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of back problems. 

…..Education for Ministry leaders and students 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Mike Healey's brother, Tim who had a recent 

liver transplant; pray that he is able to assimilate the 

new liver in his body. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her back. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery 

from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi for healing and strength. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their 

team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for 

cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 

Psalm 5: 11,12, "But let all who take refuge, in you be glad, let them sing for joy.  

Spread your protection over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in you.  For 

surely, O lord, You bless the righteous; you surround them with your favor as with a 

shield."   

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in the same way as 

you have seen him going into heaven.” - ACTS 1:11 
 

H ow strong is your faith?  Do you believe that Jesus will return?  In the Gospel Jesus 

tells us that He will return and when He does He will separate us into sheep and 

goats, depending on how much we used our blessings to help those in need.  So how strong 

is your faith?  The answer can be found in how much you give. 

Harriet 

Jennings 

recovering at 

Bethel Health 

Care.  

'My secret is simple: I pray.  Prayer is simply talking to God.  He speaks to us: we listen.  

We speak to him: he listens.'  Mother Teresa  
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†  Adult Christian Education 
 

Join us this Sunday at 9:15 AM in The Guild room for the Adult Education class on 

Christian Virtues. 

 

† Newcomers Welcome Reception 
  

A re you new to St. Paul’s within the last year or so?  Join us, on 

Sunday, June 3rd, for our annual newcomers welcome reception 

from 2-4 pm in the Guild Room.  Contact the Parish Office for more 

information (203) 775-9587. 
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 †  Transforming Saints of God 
 

May 17 
 

Thurgood Marshall  
 

T hurgood Marshall was a distinguished American jurist and the first African 

American to become an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. 

Marshall was born in 1908.  He attended Frederick Douglass High School in Baltimore 

and Lincoln University in Pennsylvania.  Pushed toward other professions, Marshall was 

determined to be an attorney.  He was denied admission to the University of 

Maryland Law School due to its segregationist admissions policy.  He enrolled 

and graduated magna cum laude from the Law School of Howard University in 

Washington. 

 Marshall began the practice of law in Baltimore in 1933 and began 

representing the local chapter of the NAACP in 1934, eventually becoming the 

legal counsel for the national organization.  He won his first major civil rights 

decision in 1936, Murray v. Pearson, which forced the University of Maryland 

to open its doors to blacks. 

 At the age of 32, Marshall successfully argued his first case before the 

United States Supreme Court and went on to win 29 of the 32 cases he argued 

before the court.  As a lawyer, his crowning achievement was arguing successfully for the 

plaintiffs in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, in 1954.  The Supreme Court ruled that 

the “separate but equal” doctrine was unconstitutional and ordered the desegregation of 

public schools across the nation. 

President Lyndon Johnson appointed Marshall as the 96th Associate Justice of the 

United States Supreme Court in 1967, a position he held for 24 years.  Marshall compiled a 

long and impressive record of decisions on civil rights, not only for African Americans, but 

also for women, Native Americans, and the incarcerated; he was a strong advocate for 

individual freedoms and human rights.  He adamantly believed that capital punishment was 

unconstitutional and should be 

abolished. 

During his years in Washington, 

Marshall and his family were 

members of St. Augustine’s 

Episcopal Church, where he was 

affectionately known as “The 

Judge.”  He is remembered as “a 

wise and godly man who knew his 

place and role in history and obeyed 

God’s call to follow justice 

wherever it led.” 

†  First Communion 

Congratulations to the 

following children who will 

receive their First Holy 

Communion this coming 

Sunday at the 10:30 service:  

Natalie Falci, Daniel 

Werneburg, Katrina June 

Geslien, Hayat Yussuf, 

Katarina Willeford. 
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St. Paul’s OWN 

May 20th  -  Ultimate Frisbee 3 pm 

                        Youth Group 5-7pm 

June 10th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

June 22nd  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7am 

July 8th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn Hail The Day That Sees Him Rise 

Gradual Hymn At the Name of Jesus Every Knee Shall Bow 

Offertory Hymn See The Conqueror Mounts in Triumph 
Closing Hymn Crown Him With Many Crowns 

 

Hail The Day That Sees Him Rise 

 The tune to this Charles Wesley hymn was composed by Robert Williams 

and is called Llanfair.  The tune is apparently named after Williams’ home 

town of Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllandtysiliogogogoch.  

In English, the name means “church of St. Mary in the hollow of white hazel 

near the rapid whirlpool of the Church of St. Tysillio by the red cave.”  

 Born in North Wales, and blind from birth, Robert Williams supported 

himself by his skill as a basket maker, in the late eighteenth and early 

nineteenth centuries.  He was also a capable amateur musician, and had a fine 

singing voice.  Perhaps his blindness sharpened his memory, as is the case with 

many who have this disability.  It was said he could write out a tune, without a 

mistake, after hearing it only once.  

† Memorial Day Outreach 

S unday after each service there will be donation sign ups in the Parish 

Hall for this year’s Memorial Day Outreach!  Join us at 1:00 pm on 

May 27th.  This is a perfect way for Saint Paul’s to share the love of Jesus with 

the community in a casual and fun way.  Please sign up to donate Hot Dogs, 

Cookies or Lemonade.  Contact Preston Powell for more information.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zNJbUBGZfE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Ye04f9Zym0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1KWAnPHai0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kPkjghup8E
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to 

this Weeks Sword 

Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, 

Sandy Chaleski, 

Drew Crocker, 

Lynne Donnelly, 

Jen Falci, Rick 

Falci, Stephan 

Gerhard, Heather 

Melody, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Bridgit 

O’Hara, Lori 

O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast, Kirsten 

Peterson, Preston 

Powell, Joe 

Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen, 

Bonnie Wanser & 

Debbie Werneburg. 

Technologically 

Speaking 

At St. Paul’s we 

embrace the digital age 

we live in.  Click here 

for our active website.  

And you can follow us 

on Facebook and 

Twitter.  Also if you 

would like to receive 

the Sunday bulletins in 

PDF format for your 

iPad or other type of e-

reader to use during 

the services contact us 

at the following link.  

Scan our QR Code. 

You’re Invited: Senior Art Show 
 The New Milford High School art department 
will open its 24th annual senior art show May 25 at 
the railroad station on Railroad Street.  It will be 
open May 25 from 2:30 to 7 p.m., May 26 from 2 to 
7 p.m. and May 27 from 2 to 5 p.m. 
 One of the featured artists, and in our humble 
opinion the reason to go, will be St. Paul’s own 
Bridgit O’Hara. 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/
mailto:stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Sunday%20Bulletins%20in%20PDF%20Format
http://www.newmilfordspectrum.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22New+Milford+High+School%22

