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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  When It Comes to Protecting Children... 
 

Now you are called to work as pastor, priest, and teacher, together with your bishop and 
fellow presbyters, and to take your share in the councils of the Church (Service for The 
Ordination of a Priest, Book of Common Prayer, page 531). 

 

W hen I stood before the Bishop on the day of my ordination fifteen years ago, one 

commitment I made was to take part in the councils of the church.  What this 

meant at the time was not entirely clear to me, but my proclivity toward such pursuits might 

be described like this: the spirit was willing, but the flesh was weak (Matthew 26:41).  In 

other words, I was exhilarated over the concept of ministering to others at the altar, from the 

pulpit, over the baptismal font, before marriages, in hospital rooms and by the grave.  As has 

been said about Episcopalian clergy, we specialize in sacramental “hatching, matching and 

dispatching.”  But sitting in diocesan meetings?  Oh, yes…that.  Yet, this is undeniably part 

of the fabric of what makes the church catholic function so that such 

sacramental moments can find a theater in the everyday lives of others. 

Since that day when the Bishop, along with a retired Bishop, over 

twenty priests and a Roman Catholic Monsignor (my Uncle Ed) laid hands 

on me to make me a priest, I have served on various diocesan boards over 

the years, balancing the sacred with the mundane, increasingly certain that 

all of it involves Kingdom work of one kind or another, even when I frankly 

do not want to be there at times.  But it is in obeying God even in the 

backrooms, church politics and all, that I am now and then surprised by 

grace, and here is a recent instance. 

It was an unseasonably warm spring evening this past April as I drove to 

Hartford, wishing, as I navigated traffic on I-84, that I could be kayaking 

instead on Lake Quassapaug.  Upon my arrival, I entered the Diocesan 

House living room and took my seat for another session as a member of the Program and 

Budget Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut.  Our meetings are frequently 

four hours in length, and so with dinner graciously prepared by the Diocesan staff, and the 

Bishop taking his seat next to me, we prepared for a long evening as various groups were 

scheduled, one after another, to present their requests for Diocesan funding (mercifully, it 

turned out to be less than four hours on this night). 

What exactly does it mean to be a member of this committee, you might ask?  Think of 

the United States House 

Committee on Ways and 

Means as an imperfect 

yet somewhat 

understandable 

comparison.  Like the 

Ways and Means gang, 

among other things, we 

approve how much 

(Continued on page 2) 

O ur Adult Ed and 10:30 am service on June 24 

will involve a special guest (he won't be 

preaching, just speaking during Adult Ed 

Hour and announcements on that day). 

 You will see from his website that he has 

received special honors, including from 

President Reagan, and remains dedicated to 

combating child trafficking. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://barnabainstitute.org/wordpress/
http://barnabainstitute.org/wordpress/
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money a given group or ministry dependent on the Diocese receives.  

Knowing that our parish shares a valid concern over how our 

apportionment to the Diocese is directed, I give thanks that our Bishop 

honored me with an appointment to this Committee.  This way, not only 

do I have the privilege of taking part in the councils of the church while 

guiding the mission of the Diocese, I am also able to represent all of you 

who give so generously to God through the Church, particularly now that 

we have increased our giving in recent months. 

Back to that warm April evening.  As our presenters came through, 

one in particular inspired me deeply.  His name was Frank 

Barnaba.  As this servant of God, once honored by President Ronald Reagan for his 

work in rescuing hundreds and hundreds of children, shuffled in and started his 

presentation with a self-effacing manner, his humble yet stalwart commitment to 

stopping the trafficking of children in Connecticut rendered me speechless.  Finally, 

I directed a question to him: “How did you first get into this ministry?” 

 Rather than tell you what he said, I am going to let Frank tell you himself when 

he comes to our parish on June 24th at 9:15am, where he will share with us his story, 

his ministry and his need for our help in confronting the evil of child exploitation in 

our own backyard.  You see, I was so moved by his testimony that I phoned him up 

the next morning and asked him to visit us.  During our conversation, Frank told me 

that of all the Christian denominations he works with, it is the Episcopal Church 

that has the strongest proven commitment to addressing the scourge of child 

trafficking. 

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

heaven belongs to such as these” (Matthew 19:14).  Consistent with our flourishing ministry 

at St. Paul’s in bringing children and youth to the saving power of Jesus Christ, may the 

Holy Spirit lead us to step out in this mission more and more in new and creative ways, even 

listening to how others such as Frank are responding to their Christian convictions when it 

comes to children.  Not to put too fine a point on it, but Jesus also says on the topic of 

children: “It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around 

his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin” (Luke 17:2).  When it comes to 

protecting children, not only is my spirit willing, my flesh is hardly weak.  Here is an 

example of where our Diocese is taking 

a lead that I will gladly follow. 

 So, dear ones, as your priest, I will 

continue to serve in the councils of the 

church, representing all of you, and 

remaining true to the centrality of the 

Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Notwithstanding some difficult times in 

the past and legitimate ongoing 

concerns, as members in good standing 

in our Diocese, we have a place, we have 

a witness, and we have points of 

connection that I would like to help us 

influence.  Please welcome Frank with 

me, and let us see what God is up to as 

we expand the Kingdom one “little one” 

at a time. 
 

Faithfully, 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Mission of The Barnaba Institute Is: 

· To raise awareness through education and media to expose 

human trafficking, sexual exploitation and drug abuse. 

· To provide professional training courses on how to identify 

human trafficking victims. 

· To develop a safe house program providing support, guidance and 

care to at-risk, sexually exploited and trafficked children, women 

and men. 

T he goals of The Barnaba Institute are both preventative and 

intervention-based.  Staff provides preventative education to 

young girls and boys to help them stay safe from community and 

online sexual predators, drug pushers and exploiters.  Intervention 

and after care services are provided to teens and young girls and boys 

who have been affected by commercial sexual exploitation and/or 

human trafficking.  Our staff has also developed a pilot project to 

provide training workshops to assist social service staff members to 

help professionals identify and assist human trafficking victims. 

Protecting Children 
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   
   

W e have two sermons on 

our website from last 

Sunday.  First is Fr. Crocker 

preaching at the 8 am service and 

the second feature Bishop Jeffrey 

R o wt h o r n  a d d re s s e s  t h e 

confirmation class.  To replay or 

watch sermons follow this link 

for The Sunday Sermons each 

†  Ladies AM Bible Study 
 

 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will 

continue to meet on a more informal basis on 

Tuesdays at 9:30 am beginning next week on June 

19th.  They will be studying the only two books in the 

Bible named for women, Ruth and Esther.  The book 

of Ruth shows how three people remained strong in 

character even when the society around them was collapsing.  It is a 

book of encouragement and demonstrates that God is at work in the world and wants to use 

you.  The book of Esther is a story of the profound interplay of God’s sovereignty; human 

will and his loving care for all of his people.  Please join us for coffee and discussion on 

how God works in the lives of ordinary people. 

For a Study Book, please call or email Donna Betts at 203.830.9415 or 

donnabetts47@gmail.com. 

†  Summer Openings at Camp Washington 
 

C amp Washington has a few staff positions still open for its sum-

mer camp: They need a male cabin counselor 18 years or older 

and a staffer for the performing arts program.  More info at 

www.campwashington.org. 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., June 14 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., June 16 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

   6:00 pm - Marriage Course, Parish Hall 

 Sun., June 17 -           Third Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

 Mon., June 18 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Wed., June 20 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., June 21 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
tel:203.830.9415
mailto:donnabetts47@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KOR_GxjI_UPrnk5vnbY_VbHxkt1tUkUMkyCr7NRt_pUJjYkQXs6ThMvNH6b3YIPF0s-6_IKJu79Zgy_JOAYa0KM4FqJpZs8UkrXRL45XS-2FTeXPtAtElg==
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 O n June 22nd St Paul’s OWN will be having 

their summer “Lock-in.”  We’ll be starting at 

7 pm on Friday, and finishing up at 7 am on Saturday 

morning.  This event is open to all current youth-group 

members and their friends.  In order to make sure we 

have enough food and youth leaders around, we need 

everyone who is attending to RSVP by June 15th.  You 

can e-mail youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com if 

you’re planning on being there. 

Youth Work Day 
St. Paul’s OWN is planning our first Youth Work Day this July 28th – 

and we need your help to make it happen! We’re looking for a handful of 

small projects to tackle that will make a difference, big or small, to some 

members of our St. Paul’s family. If you have, or know someone who has, 
a small project at your house that you’re not able to complete yourself – 

please let us know how we can help! 

Some examples of projects we can take on: 

Yard cleanup (raking, mowing, clearing overgrowth) 

Basement or attic that needs a little cleaning or organizing 

Minor household repairs – broken fence, wobbly step 

Small painting projects 
Examples of projects which are too big for us to tackle: 

Painting your whole house 

Building a deck, addition, barn, in-ground pool 

Laying sod 

Cleaning a teenager’s bedroom… 

 Please send in any project 

ideas and suggestions by 

Sunday, June 17th. You can e-
mail them to 
youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com  

 

 We’re also in need a few 

handy adults who are willing 
to spend the day with some of 

our youth and help oversee 

one of the projects.  If you are 

free on July 28th and would 

like to help out, please e-mail 

us at 
youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com.  

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

June 22nd  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7am 

July 8th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

July 28th  -  Youth Work Day 

Aug 12th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

Aug 26th  -  Mini-Golf & Ice Cream 2-4 pm 

 

mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  St. Basil’s Pesto 

Directions: 

Process the basil, garlic 

and nuts in a food 

processor or in a blender.  

Pour in the olive oil in a thin, steady stream.  Add the 

cheese, salt and pepper.  Cover  until ready to use.  Makes 

2 cups which is enough sauce for two pounds of pasta. 

Editor’s note:  Great as a condiment for grilled salmon or 

vegetables.  

Ingredients: 

2 c. fresh basil leaves 

4 garlic cloves, chopped 

1 c. pine nuts (or walnuts) 

1 c. extra virgin olive oil (evoo) 

1 c. Parmesan cheese 

¼ c. Romano cheese 

Salt 

Ground pepper  

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

June 14 
 

Basil the Great 
 

B asil was born about 329, in Caesarea of Cappadocia, into a Christian family of 

wealth and distinction.  Educated in classical Hellenism, Basil might have 

continued in academic life, had it not been for the death of a beloved younger brother and 

the faith of his sister, Macrina.  He was baptized at the age of twenty-eight, and ordained a 

deacon soon after. 

Macrina had founded the first monastic order for 

women at Annesi.  Fired by her example, Basil made a 

journey to study the life of anchorites in Egypt and 

elsewhere.  In 358 he returned to Cappadocia and founded 

the first monastery for men at Ibora.  Assisted by Gregory 

Nazianzus, he compiled The Longer and Shorter Rules, 

which transformed the solitary anchorites into a 

disciplined community of prayer and work.  The Rules 

became the foundation for all Eastern monastic discipline.  

The monasteries also provided schools to train leaders for 

Church and State. 

Basil was ordained presbyter in 364.  In the conflict 

between the Arians (supported by an Arian Emperor) and 

orthodox Christians, Basil became convinced that he 

should be made Bishop of Caesarea.  By a narrow margin, 

he was elected Bishop of Caesarea, Metropolitan of Cappadocia, and Exarch of Pontus.  He 

was relentless in his efforts to restore the faith and discipline of the clergy, and in defense of 

the Nicene faith.  When the Emperor Valens sought to undercut Basil’s power by dividing 

the See of Cappadocia, Basil forced his brother Gregory to become Bishop of Nyssa. 

In his treatise, On the Holy Spirit, Basil maintained that both the language of Scripture 

and the faith of the Church require that the same honor, glory, and worship is to be paid to 

the Spirit as to the Father and the Son.  It was entirely proper, he asserted, to adore God in 

liturgical prayer, not only with the traditional words, “Glory to the Father through the Son in 

the Holy Spirit;” but also with the formula, “Glory to the Father with the Son together with 

the Holy Spirit.” 

Basil was also concerned about the poor, and when he died, he willed to Caesarea a 

complete new town, built on his estate, with housing, a hospital and staff, a church for the 

poor, and a hospice for travelers.  He died at the age of fifty, in 379, just two years before 

the Second Ecumenical Council, which affirmed the Nicene faith. 



 7 

  

  
† Happy Father’s Day 

 

T his Sunday is Father's Day, a day honoring fathers 

and celebrating fatherhood, paternal bonds, and 

the influence of fathers in society.  At St. Paul’s each 

gentleman attending worship will receive a 

boutonniere. 

 The first observance of Father's Day is 

believed to have been held on June 13, 1910 

through the efforts of Sonora Smart Dodd of 

Spokane, Washington.  After listening to a church 

sermon at Spokane's Central Methodist 

Episcopal Church in 1909 about the newly 

recognized Mother's Day, Dodd felt strongly 

that fatherhood needed recognition as well.  

She wanted a celebration that honored fathers 

like her own father, William Smart, a Civil 

War veteran who was left to raise his family alone when his wife 

died giving birth to their sixth child. 

Dodd was the first to solicit the 

idea of having an official Father's Day, 

enlisting help from the Spokane 

Ministerial Association in 1909.  On 

June 19, 1 9 1 0 ,  y o u n g 

members of the 

YMCA went to 

church wearing 

roses: a red 

rose to 

honor a 

l i v i n g 

father, and a white rose 

to honor a deceased one. 

Unofficial support from such 

figures as 

W i l l i a m 

J e n n i n g s 

Bryan was 

immediate 

a n d 

widespread.  

President Woodrow Wilson was personally feted 

by his family in 1916.  President Calvin 

Coolidge recommended it as a national holiday 

in 1924.  In 1966, President Lyndon Johnson 

made Father's Day a holiday to be celebrated on 

the third Sunday of June.  The holiday was not 

officially recognized until 1972, during the 

presidency of Richard Nixon. 

W e gather, O God, aware that today is 
designated as one on which to honor 

our fathers or their memories and also the 
attributes of fatherhood that we have learned 
from and experienced through Jesus, who called 
you Father.  May our worship thus inspire us 
anew to exhibit these qualities by leading lives 
that are faithful, affectionate, thankful, honest, 
exemplary and reverent.  Amen. 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sonora_Smart_Dodd
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spokane
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_%28U.S._state%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Jennings_Bryan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Jennings_Bryan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Jennings_Bryan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodrow_Wilson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvin_Coolidge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvin_Coolidge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyndon_Johnson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Nixon
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Banias (Caesarea Philippi) 
 

F ollowing our visit to Dan, we continued on to the ancient city of Banias (Paneas) or 

Caesarea Philippi.  This was a Roman sanctuary, which included temples and ritual 

courtyards built near the sacred grotto of the Greco-Roman God Pan.  The Greeks believed 

that the half-goat, half-man God Pan, lived in the mystical cave here.  The ancient city was 

located to the south of 

the springs and named 

after Pan, the God of 

shepherds and flocks, 

mountainside, hunting and 

rustic music.  The cave of 

Pan became a center of 

pagan activity starting 

from the Hellenistic 

period (from 3rd century 

BC).  Animal sacrifices 

were thrown into the 

cave.  The Banias 

(Hermon) stream 

originates from the springs of 

Banias located under the Grotto of Pan.  The waters come from Mount Hermon and the 

stream is the most eastern source of the Jordan River. 

The first record of the city was detailed in the great battle near Banias (198BC).  The 

Romans annexed the land around 63BC.  

Augustus Caesar gave the northern Golan, 

including Paneas, to Herod the Great (20BC) 

and Herod constructed a temple in honor of his 

beneficiary close to the cave of Pan.  The 

sanctuary received a higher status after Herod 

constructed a temple here in honor of Augustus 

around 16 BC.  After Herod’s death his third 

son, Philipp, also known as Herod II, received 

the area of Lake Hula, Golan and Bashan.  

Philipp made Banias his capital city naming it 

Paneas-Caesarea also known as Caesarea-

Philippi.  A grand palace was constructed here 

and additional temples, niches and inscriptions 

(Continued on page 9) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 
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were added and pagan activity continued until around 5th century AD.  Now an archeological 

site, it has been excavated and reconstructed. 

The importance of Panias to Christianity grew with time.  It was still a pagan city in the 

first centuries where small Christian communities were persecuted and its churches burnt; 

and in the 4th and 5th centuries it was already an episcopy and two of its bishops participated 

in church councils. 

Caesarea Philippi is mentioned in 

Matthew and Mark as the northernmost 

point visited by Jesus and his disciples.  

During this visit the true nature of Jesus 

“the Christ, the Son of the living God” 

was recognized by Simon.  Jesus 

blessed Simon and changed his name to 

Peter, “The Rock” saying “and upon 

this rock I will build my church.  Jesus 

also gave Peter the keys to the kingdom 

of heaven saying “whatsoever thou 

shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven and whatsoever thou shalt loose 

on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

The Mount of Transfiguration is 

where Jesus becomes radiant upon a 

mountain. Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

Peter have accounts of this.  In these 

accounts Jesus and three of his apostles 

go to a mountain and on this mountain, 

Jesus begins to shine with bright rays 

of light.  Then the prophets Moses and 

Elijah appear next to him and he speaks 

with them. Jesus is then called "Son" 

by the voice of God, as in the Baptism 

of Jesus.  It is one of the miracles of 

Jesus in the Gospels, unique among others in that the miracle happens to Jesus himself and 

is considered by many to be the greatest miracle in that it complemented baptism and 

showed the perfection of life in Heaven.  In Christian teachings, the Transfiguration is a 

pivotal moment, and the setting on the mountain is presented as the point where human 

nature meets God: the meeting place for the temporal and the eternal, with Jesus himself as 

the connecting point, acting as the bridge between heaven and earth. 

Mount Hermon is considered the site of the Transfiguration as it is the highest point in 

the area (and the Transfiguration took place on "an high mountain" (Matthew 17:1)), and it 

is located near Caesarea Philippi (Matthew 16:13), where the previous events took place. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

on April 3-12, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this 

life-changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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†  Photo Contest for July Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The July issue covers the Pentecost season, 

summer, VBS.  Last year’s pictures are OK.  Have fun.  The deadline is 

June 22nd.  Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

† This Sunday’s Readings (click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

The Kingdom and Small Beginnings 
 

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 

I n our Hebrew Bible story the Lord sends Samuel to anoint David to be the new king 

over Israel.  God has rejected Saul as king, but he remains in power and Samuel must 

go secretly on his mission.  As so often happens in the Bible, one who seems least likely in 

the eyes of others is chosen by God to carry out the divine will. 

 Psalm 20 

A prayer and petition for victory in time of conflict. 

 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 

 In this lesson Paul speaks of his confident hope and his longing to 

experience the transformed body of heavenly existence.  It will be like having 

a new house or set of clothes replace or - better - be put on over this tent of a 

body.  In any case, we will not be left just as souls without form, but will have 

some manner of personal existence.  God’s Spirit is already our guarantee, 

born from the conviction that Christ has died and risen.  We must live, 

therefore, no longer for ourselves alone, but for Christ, for we will be judged 

for our use of this earthly life. 

 Mark 4:26-34 

In our gospel Jesus tells the parables of the seed growing secretly and of the mustard 

seed in order to suggest what the kingdom of God is like.  God’s activity is often unseen and 

mysterious, but it will produce its fruit and bring about the time for harvest.  To human eyes 

the beginning of the kingdom seems insignificant, but suddenly it will break forth.  The 

great bush which the mustard seed becomes is a symbol for the kingdom of God’s 

protection.  The evangelist closes the passage with his understanding that only faithful 

disciples can perceive the significance of Jesus’ parables. 

2 Corinthians 5:7 

For we walk by faith, 

not by sight.  

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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† Transforming Stewardship 
 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 

receive good or evil, according to what he has done in the body.” 

 - 2 CORINTHIANS 5:10 

 

W e are accountable for the gifts God has given us on Earth - our 

time, talent and treasure.  One day each of us will be asked by 

God what we did with those gifts.  How will you respond? 
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Vespers 
During the summer 

Vespers will be held 

on the 2nd Sunday 

of the month and 

will include Holy 

Communion. 

†  Want to Get Along?  Humble Yourself  

by Rick Warren 

“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.” (James 4:10 NIV) 

If you want to stop the conflicts in your life, if you want to get along with other people, 

then you have to learn to ask forgiveness from God and from those you hurt.  James 4:8 

says, “Wash your hands ... and purify your hearts” (NIV).  Our hands represent our conduct, 

and our hearts represent our attitude.  

Paul is basically saying: Clean up your act.  Be sorry for your self-centeredness.  It is a 

big deal when your spouse’s feelings are hurt.  Take it seriously.  If someone says you hurt 

him, then you did!  It may not be a big deal to you, but it was to him.  You must be willing 

to ask forgiveness. 

Think of the person who causes the most conflict in your life. Would you like to begin to 

resolve the conflict with that person?  Are you willing to apologize for your part?  Maybe he 

or she is 95 percent at fault, but your responsibility is to take care of your 5 percent and let 

God handle the rest. 

 How humbling would it be for you to say, “I know 

we’ve had our differences, and I know I haven’t 

always been thoughtful.  A lot of times I’ve thought 

more about myself than your needs.”  It wouldn’t just 

be humbling; it would be impossible without God’s 

grace.  The only way you’re going to change is to be 

humble, and the only way to be humble is to ask 

forgiveness. 

 The first step is the hardest, but it’s also the most 

important.  It’s humbling, sure, but God gives grace to 

the humble.  Maybe this week you need to write a 

letter or make a call.  Take the first step. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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†  Christian Caring Committee 

 

T he Christian Caring Committee will not be meeting formally in July and August, but 

members of the committee are available to anyone needing help during this time.  

Please contact Gail Winkley, Committee Coordinator, at 203-775-3343 or 

gailwinkley@yahoo.com requesting any type of assistance.  The committee will resume their 

regular meetings in September and notification will be in Sword Points. 

 

 We are not offered forgiveness on any other terms.  It's perfectly clear that if we do not 

forgive we shall not be forgiven.  C.S. Lewis 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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 God doesn’t want to keep you down on the ground.  James 4:10 says, 

“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.”  The way to 

honor is humility.  I used to think the way to be honored by my wife and my 

kids was to never admit that I was wrong.  I figured if my kids thought I was 

wrong, they wouldn’t respect me any more.  It wasn’t a surprise when I found 

out they already knew I wasn’t perfect.  I found that the way I gained honor 

before my kids and my wife was to admit I was wrong.  If you want to be 

honored by your husband or wife and the Lord, you must humble yourself. 

 To stop the fighting, you have to give in to God, get wise to Satan, grow 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 17) 

Humble Yourself  



16  

Save the dates! 

VBS 2012 

Monday, July 16th 

                Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more details soon!  

 

 Hello, St. Paul's Family!  VBS 2012 planning is in FULL SWING.  
We are inviting St. Paul's Members to enroll first this year before 
we open up registration.  The General Public will 
be able to register after June 9th, so get your 
forms in TODAY!  Remember, the dates this year 
are July 16-July 20.  Download your registration 
form here:  http://tinyurl.com/StPVBS2012  . 

†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 

began back on Mother’s Day. 

 Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry 

supporting women during unplanned 

pregnancies.  In addition to material 

assistance for the care of the newborn, such 

as cribs, clothing, diapers, and other 

supplies, Hopeline offers counseling, 

support, and ultrasounds performed on newly pregnant 

women by an Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer post-

abortion counseling to women of any age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change 

for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  The baby bottles you have been filling with your 

loose change and bills should be returned to church this Sunday, Father’s Day. 

For more information, contact: Rory Palmer, Bonnie Wanzer or Debbie Werneburg.. 

http://tinyurl.com/StPVBS2012
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..All Saints’, Oakville; St. Saviour’s, Old Greenwich; St. Ann’s, Old Lyme; Grace 

Church, Old Saybrook. 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Curates; seminary interns; parish assistants and  

associates. 
…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Mike Healey's brother, Tim who had a recent 

liver transplant; pray that he is able to assimilate the 

new liver in his body. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her back. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi for healing and strength. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 

Psalm 25:6 "Remember, O Lord , your great mercy and love, for they are from old."  

closer to God, and be willing to ask forgiveness. 

 

Talk About It 

Think of the last time you were the recipient of someone’s humble apology.  What 

impact did it have on your relationship with that person and with the Lord? 

Is there someone you need to forgive today?  Is there someone you need to go to and 

ask forgiveness? 

Do you believe that God can restore a relationship that you have given up on?  What do 

you think he wants you to do to help make that happen? 

 

Rick Warren is the founding pastor of Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, Calif., one of 

America’s largest and most influential churches.  Rick is author of the New York Times 

bestseller The Purpose Driven Life.  His book, The Purpose Driven Church, was named one 

of the 100 Christian books that changed the 20th century.  He is also founder of Pastors.com, 

a global Internet community for pastors.  

This devotional © 2012 by Rick Warren.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. 

(Continued from page 15) Humble Yourself  

http://www.saddleback.com/
http://www.saddlebackresources.com/NR/exeres/A0728D73-BD00-42D0-8240-801393296740.htm
http://www.saddlebackresources.com/en-US/Resources/ProductDetail.htm?sku=PB210000
http://www.pastors.com/
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn Our Father, By Whose Name 

Gradual Hymn Almighty God, Your Word is Cast 

Offertory Hymn How Great Thou Art 
Closing Hymn This is My Father’s World 
 

 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

M itchell O’Hara, Jr. celebrates Saturday!  Sunday is 

the big day for Jeffrey Janofsky.  Delores Ready, 

Sylvia Pinheiro & Venus Okwuka will be expecting your card 

on Monday.  David Allen, David Baskett & John Beck will 

be blowing out candles on Tuesday.  John Altemus will be 

another year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a blessed 

day each one of you! 

† Embracing Youth 
 

T here's a lot that has been, and is still being written, about young adults leaving the 

church (particularly churches still operating in the 1950s cultural model).  Some 

churches struggle to fully embrace young adults and their leadership.  Here are two recent 

blog posts to consider (or, if you prefer, to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest): 
 

1 - "A letter from an exhausted/exasperated young person who has a complicated love/

hate relationship with the church," by Ron of the Grünewald Guild, a community in 

Washington. 
 

2 - Reaching Out to Young Adults Will Screw Up Your Church, from Adam J. 

Copeland, the director/mission developer for The Project F-M, a community in North 

Dakota. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GPPqMi4wiA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-8n7302OIA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bn1-it5560o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vfzp3QxRFOo&feature=fvsr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KOR_GxjI_UP-sNgMPclZ0BNLp_g_Z-Yr_XWksQZzMg5FFwvmtWZKArgjH54K_WQx8OArLb3Fk_9PCxG21ECIkKYCiMcKfO0FDPddVQsvZy5h9E0bBth8KqUfDKxsQYZ7h33DENvoGUo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KOR_GxjI_UP-sNgMPclZ0BNLp_g_Z-Yr_XWksQZzMg5FFwvmtWZKArgjH54K_WQx8OArLb3Fk_9PCxG21ECIkKYCiMcKfO0FDPddVQsvZy5h9E0bBth8KqUfDKxsQYZ7h33DENvoGUo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KOR_GxjI_UNxoYHIvbYN7rF8WRhmwDwEFfcKYYvF0bMWqxg_TFnyje0OrUa2U4qB9Fl6O7xaDmYSjNhXECrDrSFj5UUjGposWhj8OqH94AYQKD7Anvk20tmEBj4jLr_LwkOy-4jcruX3iXXm4qxvZputr64O5ESEHb66GlhB8Qq0N3nmJLg8-5PZ3IbwUlMeNHccxm-eoza7D56Sq954qzdmq6k01vQe
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to 

this Weeks Sword 

Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, 

Donna Betts, Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 

Donnelly, Jen Falci,  

Heather Melody, 

Beth Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, 

Caroline O’Hara, 

Lori O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast, Kirsten 

Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen, 

Bonnie Wanzer, 

Debbie Werneburg 

and Gail Winkley. 

Technologically Speaking 

At St. Paul’s we embrace the digital age we live 

in.  Click here for our active website.  And you 

can follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  Also if 

you would like to receive the Sunday bulletins 

in PDF format for your iPad or other type of e-

reader to use during the services contact us at 

the following link.  

Scan our QR Code. 

†  Exercises for Sword Points Readers 

†  Did You Know?  

46 years ago next Monday on June 18, 1966, Fr. Loring was ordained to the 

priesthood by the Rt. Rev. Alfred Banyard in the Diocese of New Jersey. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/
mailto:stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Sunday%20Bulletins%20in%20PDF%20Format
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

