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Dear Ones in the Household of Faith, 

 

In his book, A Year of Days, former Presiding Bishop, Edmond L. Browning, says of 

young people facing adulthood, if they are prepared effectively by the church: “Students are 

not being trained to seek after an easy life.  They are being trained to handle difficult truths.  

My prayer for them is this: That they will not be discouraged at the truths they hear; that 

they will find the strength to confront evil squarely, and name it for what it is.  That they 

will be brave, as human beings in 

every generation are called upon to 

be brave, each era in its own way.  

And that they will never forget that 

all of us are in the service of One 

who experienced the full extent of 

human cruelty and still found a way 

to love the world.” 

 As I write this, we are just 

beginning to process the shootings in 

Aurora, Colorado, where many lives 

were lost, and where the overall toll 

of suffering is incalculable.  Like the 

shooting in Columbine a little over a 

decade ago, just up the road from 

Aurora, this was an act of evil deeply 

affecting young people.  Darkness once again seems to invade our reality at times like this, 

and then, a ray of light cleaves it: from his hospital bed, one young man, a mere three days 

after being shot, declares that he would like to meet with 

the shooter to offer him forgiveness.  We often speak of 

the mystery of evil, and yet, in an instant, we find 

ourselves face to face with a far more searching concept: 

the mystery of goodness. 

From a biblical perspective, the fact that we see so 

much evil in the world is less of a mystery than the 

amount of good we experience.  We know from Holy 

Scripture that in this word we are promised trouble (John 

16:33).  Whenever I speak of faith in God with young 

agnostics and atheists, the one place we always seem to 

agree as a starting point is that there is real, objective, 

undeniable evil in this world.  But when it comes to the 

next step of experiencing the truth of God, this, 

sadly, is not such an obvious reality for many.  

We need to continue to evangelize our youth 

and trust God for the power to convince and 

convert, no matter how much of an uphill effort 

this may seem to be these days. 

 Last Sunday a troop of visiting youth led us 

in song during the announcement time as they 

(Continued on page 3) 
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Sat., July 28 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., July 29 -           Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

 Tue., July 31 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room  

 Wed., Aug. 1 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Aug. 2 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee Meeting 

Mystery of Goodness 
 

presented a portion of the play, Godspell (click on the logo 

to the right to see a video).  It was heavenly, and a reminder 

that no matter how much trouble we experience in this 

fallen creation, God’s plan of hope shines forth.  After their 

songs, I proceeded to celebrate the Great Thanksgiving with 

an overwhelming sense of lightness and gratitude based on 

their innocence and pure faith.  After the 

service, one young man came up to me, a 

youth who was evidently not familiar with our 

liturgy, and said: “The words you said when 

breaking the bread, those are the words I have 

memorized for my line in the play.  I am playing Jesus.”  I responded, “Did you 

know he loves you?”  He left with a smile and something to ponder. 

 Here at St. Paul’s, we had better expect miracles, because we need them.  

Our mission is to keep keeping on in allowing God to transform lives through 

Jesus Christ, trusting that the mystery of goodness will shine forth, person by 

person, young and old.  The mystery of goodness is all around us if we will but 

look.  Love God with all your heart, share the Good News and remember, as 

the rest of John (16:33) says, “But take heart, for I have overcome the world.” 

Faithfully, 

(Continued from page 2) 

Summer Picnic 
Join the St. Paul’s Family on 

SUNDAY AUGUST 5TH at 1 pm on the 
BEACH ON CANDLEWOOD LAKE, 

corner of Kellogg & Laurel 
Drive in Brookfield. 

Contact Pam Szen for 
food ideas  or if you 
would like to help. 
Family & Friends Welcome. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZR6Uog1TnQ
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Vespers 
During the summer 

Vespers will be held 

on the 2nd Sunday 

of the month and 

will include Holy 

Communion. 

 †  Why We Do What We Do 
By Chuck Robertson 

 

A s I walked along the corridors of the Indianapolis Convention Center, home to the 

77th General Convention of The Episcopal Church (earlier this month), I was struck 

once more by the realization that at the heart of our mission as Christians, we are called to 

be stewards of one another and the world in which God has placed us.  This may sound 

obvious, but the fact is that all too often we become so 

engrossed in good and important and busy work that we 

can forget why we do what we do.  How wonderful it was 

when, as I was checking out, the hotel manager who had 

been dealing with our group told me how impressed he 

was with the graciousness and genuine care he saw in all 

of us.  We were, he said, a group that stood out from the 

many others with whom he works week in and week out.  

As he shook my hand, he added, “Maybe I need to check 

out one of your churches sometime.”  I encouraged him 

to do so, and then thanked God for that encounter, for I 

was reminded yet again of the truth of St. Francis of 

Assisi’s challenge to those who would follow Jesus: 

“Preach the Gospel at all times…if necessary, use 

words.”  General Convention was full of words - good words.  Our congregations and 

dioceses are full of words - good words.  But we must back up our words with actions, and 

not simply bold actions of peace and justice on a grand scale, but perhaps even more 

importantly with simple, intentional, caring ways of interacting with others on a daily basis.  

God is forever nudging us toward someone for whom, perhaps, we might be the messenger, 

the herald, the steward of good news, helping that person see and feel and experience God’s 

radical love. At Convention we gave thanks for God’s “Holy Women, Holy Men.”  Let us 

strive to be holy and caring ambassadors who make a difference in the lives of all those we 

meet. 

http://www.tens.org/blog?authorID=19
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†  Here We Grow Again 

 

 

A nthony 

Kenneth Mott  

was born on July 19 to 

proud parents Ken & 

Diana Mott.  The 

Mott’s were married at 

St. Paul’s two summers 

ago. 

C ongrats to Anette and Walter Hamerski, 

proud grandparents of baby girl Brooke 

Taylor Patrick, born at Danbury Hospital on 

7/23. Ashley, Brooke's mother, was Confirmed 

at St. Paul's in 2010. 

C ongrats 

to Greg 

& Regina Emmett on the birth on their daughter Clare 

Colleen this past Monday, July 23.  Of course congrats to 

grandparents, Joyce  & Rich Emmett, who will no doubt be 

showing off more pictures soon. 

1 Corinthians 12:26 

If one member suffers, all 

suffer together; if one 

member is honored, all 

rejoice together.  

O n Sunday July 15th, 

we had three 

Baptisms at St. Paul’s.  At 

the 10:30 service sisters 

Alison Dae & Ava Grace 

Reitz were marked as 

Christ’s own for ever.  And 

later that afternoon, Sydney 

Alison Costello was received 

into the household of God. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+12:26&version=ESVUK
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 VBS Photo Album 
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"We'd like to thank EVERYONE who 

participated, assisted, led, donated and helped 

make this year's Sky VBS a huge success!  

Everyone had a blast and we cannot believe it 

is over.  We have 6 more CDs if anyone is 

interested (on sale for $10).  Please contact Jen 

by Tuesday, 7/31 at jcf0919@gmail.com if you 

would like to purchase one. 
 

Also, if you are feeling a calling to be the next 

VBS coordinator or co-coordinator to lead 

this wonderful ministry, please contact 

Marie marieg3@aol.com or Jen 

jcf0919@gmail.com.  We are planning on 

having a short meeting later this summer or 

early fall to discuss VBS '13." 

VBS Photo Album 

mailto:jcf0919@gmail.com
mailto:marieg3@aol.com
mailto:jcf0919@gmail.com
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For more information on the work of Stephen Ministers at St. Paul’s, 

 contact the Parish Office or Fr. Joe Shepley or Barbara Cappiello. 



 9 

† Nursery Care Provided 

 

S t. Paul’s offers nursery care as well as a 

speaker in the parish hall where the sermon 

can be heard.  Please be mindful of those around you 

should your little one become disruptive during the 

sermon. 

 
†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish; but what good 

are these for so many?”(John 6:9) 
 

T he miracle of the Loaves and Fishes is the only one of Our Lord’s miracles 

which is recorded six times in the Gospel.  It carries two important 

messages.  First, no matter how little we have, we always have enough to share.  

Second, Christ can take our humble gifts and do great things with them if we are 

just willing to let Him. 

Please call the Parish Office, 203-775-9587, with any additions or corrections to the above list. 

  

Please pray for 

each of the 

parishioners on 

their birthday! 

1 - Ethan Zambello 

 Kenneth Davidson 

 Mary Allen 

2 - Barbara Wanzer 

 Connie Williams 

 Douglas Melody 

3 -  Zachary Richmond 

4 -  Griffin Barbieri 

5 -  Nicole Williams 

 Nicole O’Connors 

 Perry Simone 

7 -  Steven Kast 

8 -  Vincent Cappiello 

 Christopher Hodge 

9 -  Christopher Burr 

12- Dorothy Crocker 

 Addison Koniecki 

 Patrick O’Connors 

14- Alan R. Ready, Jr. 

 Donna Betts 

15- Evelyn Kumerle 

 Sean Gallo 

16- Jeffrey Sullinger 

17- Raymond Ferro 

19- Catherine Richmond

 Christopher Barrett 

20- Daniel Werneburg 

21- Brittany Chengeri 

27- Sharon Simon 

30- Analee Kirner 

 Jeanne Hill 

 Shannon Palmer 

†  Transforming Mission 

J esus instructed the apostles to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19–20).  

This verse is referred to as the Great Commission and inspires missionary work.  St. 

Paul’s has an active Mission Committee and, with support from parishioners, is able to help 

sponsor the good work of missions on local, national and global levels. 

A few of the missions we support are the Christian Counseling Center, Dorothy Day 

Hospitality House (homeless shelter & soup kitchen), Habitat for Humanity, Jericho 

Mission, Salvation Army and Trinity School for Ministry (traditional Anglican seminary).  

The complete listing is much more extensive.  From time to time, the committee sponsors 

Benefit Breakfasts as needed to raise funds for missionary work and special needs. 

St. Paul’s Mission Committee meets at the church monthly on the first Thursday.  

Christian Mission Work is not volunteering so much as it is Working for Christ.  If you 

would like to participate more in the mission work of St. Paul’s, the group would welcome 

you gladly.  For more information, contact Don Winkley. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disciple_(Christianity)
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Matthew&verse=28:19–20&src=!
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Commission
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Ein Gedi – An Ancient Oasis Settlement 
 

We continued north from Masada to the ancient oasis settlement of Ein Gedi (“Spring of 

the Goat”). 

Ein Gedi is situated on the shore of the Dead Sea and 

combines a wild, natural setting with a primeval panorama, 

history and archaeology.  Because of an abundant 

supply of water and a warm climate this site 

developed a reputation for its fragrant plants, used to 

make Persimmon oil and rare perfumes, and its date 

palm groves. 

 Ein Gedi is an ideal place to become familiar with 

the desert and its hidden wonders.  Nature reserves 

have water flowing through them throughout the 

year.  Rivers run through deep canyons surrounded 

by lush vegetation – a sharp contrast to the 

surrounding desert.  If you are lucky you will also 

be able to spot ibexes and other animals that come 

to the rivers to drink.  On our ascent, our guide 

pointed out the acacia trees which were used in the 

building of the tabernacle, as well as caperberry bushes. 

 Extreme heat and aridity prevail in this desert region 

throughout 

most of the 

year.  But 

perennial 

fresh water 

springs (Ein is 

Hebrew for 

spring) flow 

down from the 

high cliffs of 

the Judean 

Desert and have made 

permanent settlement and 

agriculture possible since 

ancient times. 

Ein Gedi served as a 

(Continued on page 11) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 
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landmark in the history of the Jewish people throughout 

time.  During the biblical period, Ein Gedi and the 

surrounding desert, known as the Wilderness of Ein Gedi, 

were part of the territory of the Tribe of Judah.  King 

David sought refuge from Saul at Ein Gedi (1 Samuel 

24:1) and rebels fled here from Jerusalem.  Temples and 

synagogues were established here to strengthen the Jewish 

stronghold in the area.  God defeated the enemies of the 

Israelites by praise and worship led by King Jehoshaphat. 

 There are archaeological remains at Ein Gedi, 

including the synagogue 

which dates from the 

Roman-Byzantine period.  

Among the interesting 

findings were five 

inscriptions including two 

in Hebrew that relate to 

Jewish tradition.  One notes 

the names of the thirteen 

fathers of the world 

according to 1 Chronicles 

l:l-4: Adam, Seth, Enosh, 

Kenan, Mehalalel, Jared, 

Enoch, Methuselah, 

Lamech, Noah, Shem, Ham 

and Japheth. 

Another lists the names 

of the twelve signs of the 

zodiac and the twelve 

months of the Hebrew 

calendar; the three 

patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob; and the names 

of the three companions of 

Daniel: Hananiah, Mishael 

and Azariah; and a 

blessing: Peace upon Israel. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

Ein Gedi 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/syntoc.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/Romans.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/Byzantine.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Bible/2Chron1.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Bible/2Chron1.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/adam.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/noah.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/Shem.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/calendar.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/calendar.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/abraham.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/isaac.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/jacob.html
mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013


12  

  
†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

The Problem of Evil 
 

N o one who has not spent the last week hiding under a large rock can be unaware of 

the shooting in Aurora CO last Friday, or of the orgy of media coverage, especially 

on cable news, which followed it.  There is no question that it was 

tragic, but the combination of careful planning and (at least 

apparent) senselessness of the act suggests that we are confronted 

once again by an outbreak of evil.  This in turn raises the problem 

of evil: how can a good God allow evil in his creation? 

The branch of theology which explores this question was named 

theodicy (from the Greek for God and justice) by the philosopher 

Leibniz in 1710, but it was a subject of study and discussion long 

before that, even in the Old Testament itself.  The whole book of 

Job can indeed be read as a work of theodicy that rejects the 

primitive notion that God simply rewards the good and punishes the 

wicked; but in the end begs the question by concluding that Job 

(and people generally) are simply unable to match God’s Wisdom. 

Early Christian theologians have taken other approaches.  St. 

Irenaeus (d. 202 AD) took the position that creation was not yet complete and that the 

suffering and evil in the world are necessary to allow the full development of human free 

will.  St. Augustine (d. 430 AD) took the somewhat different view that evil existed only as a 

corruption of good, and resulted from the misuse of free will.  He links this closely to his 

concept of Original Sin as separating all of us from the fullness of 

God’s will, though he also holds that this can be overcome by Grace. 

 St. Thomas Aquinas explores these issues in some detail, primarily 

in his Summa Theologica Ia. 19, and concludes that while God’s own 

nature is entirely good, created things have their own limitations.  

God’s omnipotence, then does not allow him to do contradictory 

things, and the evil and suffering in the world results from its nature as 

a creature, not from God’s as creator.  Leibniz was a follower of 

Aquinas’ scholastic methods, and came to a similar conclusion but 

made the additional point that this must be the best of all possible 

worlds because if a better world were possible God would have created 

it.  In his recent book, Godforsaken, Dinesh D’Souza, a conservative 

political commentator and Christian apologist upholds the essential 

elements of Aquinas’ and Leibnitz’s positions using the conclusions of 

modern astrophysics that the world is so fine-tuned that even minor 

changes would make life (as we know it) impossible.  Thus, for example, even a slight 

change in the length of the day, or of the year, would have a devastating effect on climate.  

He also notes that such apparent evils as earthquakes (and we have seen a number of these 

in the last few years) have an essential role in the continuing formation of the earth. 

While none of this simply solves the problem of evil, I feel that it does take us past the 

realm of blind faith into reasonable inquiry.  In this regard, then, I would suggest that as 

moral beings we have an obligation to seek a proper response to evil and suffering when we 

are confronted with them.  In the case of natural evils, such as earthquakes, our best 

responses are to alleviate the suffering that they cause, 

and to mitigate future damage - note for example that 

Chile’s past experience of quakes led to stronger 

construction and thus faster recovery from the most 

recent one; while Haiti was far less prepared.  I do not 

suggest moral fault for Haiti, but a need in our 

continuing response to address these issues in any 

(Continued on page 13) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gottfried_Leibniz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irenaean_theodicy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustinian_theodicy
http://www.aquinasonline.com/Topics/boapw.html
http://www.dineshdsouza.com/
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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† Happy Birthday to You! 

A lison Chaleski, Benjamin Franklin & Sandra Sampson celebrate today!  

Friday is the big day for Mathew Burr.  Alexandra Barbieri & Michael 

Ecsedy will be expecting your card on Saturday.  Mary Ellen Olivieri will be another 

year older and wiser on Sunday.  Michele O’Hara will celebrate on Monday.  Ethan 

Zambello, Kenneth Davidson & Mary Allen will be blowing out candles on 

Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

†  Adult Christian Education 
 

T his Sunday concludes Ingrid Pruss’ three-week focus on “Redemption.” 

We hope to see you this Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the Guild Room for this series on 

“Redemption.” 

  

rebuilding. 

With personal evil, as at Aurora, we can, and I 

think must, bring justice to bear as a central part of our 

response.  I know that this puts me at odds with our 

bishops (and most of the other bishops of the church - 

and perhaps even with some of you) but I was thankful 

to learn that Colorado does still provide for Capital 

Punishment.  I certainly do not consider myself a fan, 

and would not wish to see it restored as a normative 

punishment, but I do believe that it has a place both in 

justice and in overcoming the actual presence of evil.  I 

would also note in this connection that while the Torah lists nineteen crimes as calling for 

the death penalty, only one required it with no lesser punishment permitted, and that one 

was premeditated murder (Numbers 35:31).  Even there I would support it only when there 

are elements of cruelty or depravity (such as torture or multiple victims) that suggest a 

strong possibility of 

recidivism, but I believe 

we give up something 

(including a strong motive 

for clearing the accused 

who might be innocent) 

when we abandon the 

possibility altogether. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in 

Residence 

(Continued from page 12) 

Two weeks ago, SiR+ wrote his column about Heaven and Kairos and Chronos.  

Reader Mike Egsedy sent in the following question, “What do you make of 2 

Corinthians 5:8, which suggests that to be absent from the body is to be present with 

the Lord?” 

“I guess this fits into the occasional contradictions/ambiguities to which I referred.  

Specifically Paul seems to anticipate being in some way with Christ even before the 

resurrection of his body - or possibly he means death by absence from the body but 

that this absence may not last long.  Paul certainly teaches a general (universal) 

resurrection - at east of the saved -- and suggests that that is the point when we come 

into the fullness of resurrection living; but if we see that as happening in eternity the 

passage of time isn't really part of it.”   Bill+ 

The Problem of Evil 
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so some have unwittingly entertained angels. 

Hebrews 13:2 

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH 

WELCOMES 
 

GUEST SPEAKER & AUTHOR 

VICKI ROSE 

ON SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  29 
 

Join us for Tea and Fellowship  

Beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Vicki’s heart and passion is for women to be content and victorious 

in their lives and/or marriages through a deep and intimate personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

A free will offering will be taken. 

T he bracelet above was found at the church a 

week ago and may be claimed in the 

Parish Office. 

T hanks to the Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Boy 

Scout Troop 5 has a new American flag, pole, 

tassel and eagle topper.  The flag will be kept in a 

prominent location for all to be seen (right next to the 

Sword Points bulletin board) in the Parish Hall. 

Troop 5 has been sponsored by St. Paul’s for almost 

70 years. 



 15 

 †  Saints of God 
 

July 26th 
 

Joachim & Anne, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

T he Gospels tell us little about the home of our Lord’s mother.  She is thought 

to have been of Davidic descent and to have been brought up in a devout 

Jewish family that cherished the hope of Israel for the coming kingdom of God, in 

remembrance of the promise to Abraham and the forefathers. 

In the second century, a devout Christian sought to supply a fuller account of 

Mary’s birth and family, to satisfy the interest and curiosity of believers.  An 

apocryphal gospel, known as the Protevangelium of James or The Nativity of Mary, 

appeared.  It included legendary stories of Mary’s 

parents Joachim and Anne.  These stories were built 

out of Old Testament narratives of the births of Isaac 

and of Samuel (whose mother’s name, Hannah, is the 

original form of Anne), and from traditions of the birth 

of John the Baptist.  In these stories, Joachim and Anne 

- the childless, elderly couple who grieved that they 

would have no posterity - were rewarded with the birth 

of a girl whom they dedicated in infancy to the service 

of God under the tutelage of the temple priests. 

In 550 the Emperor Justinian I erected in Constantinople the first church to Saint Anne.  

The Eastern Churches observe her festival on July 25.  Not until the twelfth century did her 

feast become known in the West.  Pope Urban VI fixed her day, in 1378, to follow the feast 

of Saint James.  Joachim has had several dates assigned to his memory; but the new Roman 

Calendar of 1969 joins his festival to that of Anne on this day. 

†  Calling All Chaplains 
 

O ur Associate Chaplain Program is growing.  Our 

mission is to train Associate Chaplains for Nursing 

Homes and Convalescent Homes Ministry to comfort, 

encourage and share the Blessed Hope of The Gospel. 

We are currently in need of qualified church members, 

recommended by their Pastor, for this much needed ministry. 

Chaplain Service of Connecticut Inc (CSC) trains, certifies 

and insures candidates and trainers who have been 

recommended to us and who successfully complete our course and nationally recognized 

curriculum. 

The next Associate Chaplain training session will be held on Saturdays September 22nd, 

29th, October 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th.  Classes are from 10 am to 12 pm at 2 Stony Hill Rd., 

Bethel (across from Target).  There is a onetime fee of $40 for books and materials. 

The course for trainers will be Saturday September 15th 10 am to 12 pm.  If any of your 

parish members have completed the Associate Chaplain course and would be interested in 

leading a training course, please let us know. 

Interested members can call us anytime 203-798-8346 or email us at 

chaplainservicect@gmail.com for an application.  Thank you. 
 

God Bless, 

Peter V Scalzo 

Don't wait for your ship to come in.  Row out to meet it.     - Unknown  



16  

 
†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

Gradual Hymn Break Thou the Bread of Life 

Offertory Hymn I Sing the Almighty Power of God 

Closing Hymn How Firm a Foundation, Ye Saints of the Lord 

 

Break Thou the Bread of Life 
 

T he hymn, "Break Thou the Bread of Life," came out of the 

Chautauqua Movement of the late 1800s.  While the 

Chautauqua Institution still enrolls some 8,000 students a year in 

various summer courses, most people know little or nothing about it.  

That was hardly the case in its heyday.  Theodore Roosevelt called it 

"the most American thing in America."  During World War I, 

Woodrow Wilson deemed it an "integral part of the national defense." 

The Chautauqua Movement was founded in 1874 on the shores of 

Chautauqua Lake in New York State by a Methodist layman, Lewis 

Miller, and a Methodist pastor (later bishop), John Vincent.  Known 

originally as the Chautauqua Lake Sunday School Assembly, it was 

intended to be a summer training program for Sunday school teachers, but quickly expanded 

to include a wide variety of classes and entertainments -- even Broadway plays, operas, and 

(gasp!) movies. 

Mary Lathbury, a commercial artist, enjoyed visiting Chautauqua during the summer.  

John Vincent asked her to write a hymn to be sung at Chautauqua Bible studies.  While 

"Break Thou the Bread of Life" is often used as a communion hymn today, Mary wrote it 

originally to honor Jesus as the "bread of life" and the "living Word" of God (verse 1).  It is 

a fitting accompaniment to Bible studies, because it prays that we will be able to move 

"beyond the sacred page" -- meaning the Bible -- to the "living Word" -- Christ himself.  It 

prays for Christ's blessing (verse 2) so that we might be freed from everything that would 

bind us so that we might find peace.  Even though this hymn was written more than a 

century ago, the peace to which it aspired is a peace that we still need today. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

O ur Rector Emeritus, Fr. Crocker preached about leadership today 

in the church and the nation referencing the prophet Jeremiah and 

Jesus shepherding his flock.  To replay or watch sermons follow this 

link for The Sunday Sermons each week. 

 †  Strawberry Mold Delight 

Directions: 

Mix jello with boiling water until 

dissolved.  Fold in bananas, strawberries, 

pineapple and nuts.  Stir.  Pour half into 

jello mold or 9” x 13” pan.  Chill until 

firm enough to spread sour cream on top.  

Pour the remaining jello mixture over the 

sour cream.  

Ingredients: 

2 boxes strawberry jello 

(.30 or .44 oz.) 

1 c. boiling water 

3 bananas, mashed 

2 10 oz. pkgs. frozen 

strawberries, thawed 

1 l lb. 4 oz. can crushed 

pineapple, drained 

1 c. chopped nuts 

1 pt. sour cream 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4gej0K_LRo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOmUvcZBdHA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33cWtJ-dCHs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwGW8qRqz4I&feature=related
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..Good Shepherd, Shelton; St. Paul’s, Shelton; St. Alban’s, Simsbury. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..The Cathedral’s ministry in Hartford; the Cathedral Chapter; 

honorary canons of the Cathedral. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Linda Pendergast pray for full healing and strength. 

…..inspiration in our several callings, to 

do the work which has been given us to do 

as God’s servants. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of 

her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and 

strength. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort 

for her back. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of her back. 

…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer (click 

on picture above for more information). 

…..David Palmer, continued strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and 

his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety and discernment in their 

ministry in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 

Matthew :7:7. "Ask and it will be given to you.  Seek and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you." 

†  “In The Beginning” 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying Genesis starting 

September 4th at 9:15 am.  Genesis means “beginnings” or “origin.”  It is the 

story of God’s purpose and plan for his creation and sets the stage for the entire 

Bible.  It reveals the person and nature of God; the value and dignity of human 

beings; the tragedy and consequences of sin; and the promise and assurance of 

salvation.  No matter how dark the world situation seems, God has a plan.  No matter how 

insignificant or useless you feel, God loves you and wants to use you in his plan. 

Come study with us and be encouraged.  To register, please call or email Donna Betts 

at 203.830.9415 or donnabetts47@gmail.com.  Workbooks are $8.  Tuesdays from 9:15-

11:00 am. 

tel:203.830.9415
mailto:donnabetts47@gmail.com
http://helpdavewilsonfight.com/
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SWORD SPORTS 

 

†  A Prayer for the Olympic Games  

E ternal God, Giver of joy and source of all 

strength, we pray for those who prepare for the 

London Olympic and Paralympic games. 

For the competitors training for the Games and their 

loved ones, 

 For the many thousands who will support them, 

And for the Churches and others who are organizing special events and who will welcome 

many people from many nations. 

In a world where many are rejected and abused, we pray 

for a spirit of tolerance and acceptance, of humility and 

respect and for the health and safety of all. 

May we at the last be led towards the love of Christ who is 

more than gold, today and forever.  Amen. 

From the Church of England 

A nd Katarina 

Willeford is shown 

here at her swim meet in 

Middletown.  When is the 

next Summer Olympics?  2016?. 

B eware and be forewarned:  Danielle Falci just earned 

her First Degree Black Belt. 

R esults are in from the "Griskus Triathlon" on July 

11th in Middlebury.  Tara and Sarah Shepley are 

shown here with their coach. 

Tara came in 2nd and Sarah 3rd of all first-time female 

competitors.  Sarah was first in her age category. 



 19 

 

†  Photo Contest for September Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The September issue covers the beginning of 

fall and back to school.  Have fun, be creative.  The deadline is August 24th.  

Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

God’s Abundance 
 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 

I n the Hebrew scripture reading King David, secure in Jerusalem while his troops 

carry on battle against the Ammonites, conceives a child with Bathsheba, whose 

husband he then has killed.  David is concerned to cover up his impropriety and summons 

Uriah from battle.  The king’s first intent is for Uriah to have relations with Bathsheba, but 

the Hittite will take no comfort for himself while his comrades are militarily engaged.  

When this plan fails, David sends Uriah back to the fight carrying orders for 

Joab, the commander, as to how Uriah’s necessary death is to be achieved.  

David, so favored by God, transgresses woefully. 

 Psalm 14 

 Those who reject God are foolish and perverse, but God will be vindicated. 

 Ephesians 3:14-21 

 In our epistle the author, in the language of praise, expresses fervent hope 

that the community of the church might know the rich abundance of God’s 

indwelling Spirit.  There is a power and wisdom which comes only from Christ, 

surpassing all knowledge.  The blessing of knowing Christ exceeds all that can 

be imagined, and will be at work for every generation of those who are, through 

faith, members of Christ Jesus and his church. 

John 6:1-21 

Our gospel is the story of the feeding of the five thousand people by Jesus.  The 

narrative recalls the story of the food miraculously provided to the Israelites in the 

wilderness.  So do the people declare Jesus to be the new prophet whom God had promised 

to raise up in Moses’ place.  But then they misunderstood Jesus’ mission and want to make 

him a king because he has provided them with food.  The story contains a number of other 

themes.  The twelve baskets of fragments may signify the mission to the Gentile nations.  

Christians 

perceive in this 

meal a foretaste 

of the messianic 

banquet in 

heaven.  It also 

prefigures the 

Eucharist.  Jesus 

is the bread come 

down from 

heaven. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

2 Kings 4:44 

He set it before them, 

they ate, and had some 

left, according to the 

word of the LORD.   

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp12_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp12_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp12_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp12_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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August 12, 2012 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Pat Brought 

Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

  Lector:   2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33  Sandy Chaleski 

  Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader: Ray Ferro   

Lay Reader: Don Winkley 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Vito Barbieri 

Acolytes:   Stephen Werneburg 

Lector: 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 Rose Barrett 

Intercessor:  Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri  

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova 

August 5, 2012 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Vin & Barbara Cappiello 

Acolytes:  O’Hara Girls 

Lector: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a  Michael Ecsedy 

Intercessor: Mary Perry 

Lay Reader: Don Winkley 

Lay Reader: Mike Kirner 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Chris & Amy Boyce 

Acolytes: Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a  Phil Hannah 

Intercessor:  Betty Gardner  

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo 

August Lay Schedule 2012 

Lectors, Intercessors, and Lay readers, please remember to 

check in before the service in the Vesting Room. Thank You! 

August 26, 2012 

Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Dave & Pam Szen 

Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

Lector:  1 Kings 8: 22-30, 41-43 Pam Szen 

  Intercessor: Phyllis Baskett 

Lay Reader: Dave Baskett 

Lay Reader: Susan Howell 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Dave & Connie Williams 

Acolytes: Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector: 1 Kings 8: 22-30, 41-43 Phil Hannah 

Intercessor: Connie Williams 

Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader: Ray Ferro 

August 19, 2012 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Norma Schofield 

Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

Lector: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14  Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor: Sharon Simon 

Lay Reader: Susan Howell 

Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Donna & Bruce Betts 

Acolytes: Jim Castronova 

Lector: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14  Betty Gardner 

Intercessor:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp13_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp13_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp16_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp16_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp15_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp15_RCL.html#reading
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

and Healing 

2 

 

7:30 PM Property  

               Committee 

3 4 

 

7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

5 10 Pentecost 

 

8:00 AM Traditional  

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian  

                 Ed. 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

1:00 PM Summer Picnic 

6 

 

7:00 PM Stephen Ministry  

7 

 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

8 

 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

and Healing 
 

 

9 

 

1:00 PM Dorothy Day  

                Ministry 

 

10 11 

 

7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

12       11 Pentecost 

 

 

8:00 AM Traditional  

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian  

                 Ed. 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

6:15 PM Vespers with  

               Communion 

13 14 

 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 
 

7:00 PM Grief Group 

15 

 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

and Healing 

 

5:30 PM Vestry Picnic 

16 

 

7:00 PM Healing Team  

 

17 18 

 

7:30 AM Men’s  

         Prayer Breakfast 

 

10:00 AM St. Paul’s  

                  Quilters 

 

2:00 PM House of Prayer 

 

19       12 Pentecost 

 

8:00 AM Traditional  

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian  

                 Ed. 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

20 

 

7:00 PM Stephen Ministry  

21 

 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

22 

 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

and Healing 

23 24 25 

 

7:30 AM Men’s  

         Prayer Breakfast 

26      13 Pentecost 

 

8:00 AM Traditional  

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian  

                 Ed. 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

27 28 

 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 
 

7:00 PM Grief Group 

29 

 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

and Healing 

30 31  
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

AN OLYMPIC FUNNY 
 

It's the Olympics in London. A Scotsman, an Englishman and an Irishman 

want to get in, but they haven't got tickets.  

 

The Scotsman picks up a manhole cover, tucks it under his arm and walks to 

the gate. "McTavish, Scotland," he says, "Discus," and in he walks.  

 

The Englishman picks up a length of scaffolding and slings it over his 

shoulder. "Waddington-Smythe, England," he says, "Pole vault," and in he 

walks.  

 

The Irishman looks around, picks 

up a roll of barbed wire and 

tucks it under his arm. 

"O'Malley, Ireland," he says: 

"Fencing." 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to this 

Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Debbie Barackman, 

Joan Boehm, Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 

Donnelly, Jen Falci, 

Bill Loring, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Linda 

Pendergast, Kirsten 

Peterson, Joe Shepley, 

David Szen, Pam Szen 

& Don Winkley. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

