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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Adult Class Delves Into Science & The Bible 
 

F or the next three weeks the Sunday morning Adult Class that meets in the Guild 

Room at 9:15 am will expand their universe and explore the intersection of the Bible 

and science.  This Sunday’s teacher, Mike Ecsedy has been busy preparing his high tech 

presentation for week #1 on Cosmology and Genesis.  Professor Mike will prove to be very 

knowledgeable, adept and humorous in fielding questions about the universe, God, balloons 

and everything else that is matter.  He can even explain time and how Sword Points knows 

this and can have a picture of his presentation before it even happens! 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Fri., Aug. 24 -           St. Bartholomew, Apostle 

 Sat., Aug. 25 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Aug. 26 -           Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

 Tue., Aug. 28 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room  

   7:00 pm - Grief Group 

 Wed., Aug. 29 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

August 24th 
 

St. Bartholomew, Apostle 
 

B artholomew is one of the twelve Apostles known to 

us only by his being listed among them in the 

Gospels according to Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  His name 

means “Son of Tolmai,” and he is sometimes identified with 

Nathanael, the friend of Philip, the “Israelite without guile” 

in John’s Gospel, to whom Jesus promised the vision of 

angels ascending and descending on the Son of Man. 

Nothing more is heard of him in the four Gospels.  

Some sources credit Bartholomew with having written a Gospel, 

whose existence was known to Jerome and Bede, but which is lost 

today.  There is a tradition that Bartholomew traveled to India, and 

Eusebius reports that when Pantaenus of Alexandria visited India, 

between 150 and 200, he found there “the Gospel according to 

Matthew” in Hebrew, which had been left behind by “Bartholomew, one of the Apostles.” 

An ancient tradition maintains that Bartholomew was flayed alive at Albanopolis in 

Armenia. 

†  The Sinner’s Savior 
 

G ospel blessings are intended for those 

who have transgressed and are under 

condemnation, for who else would value 

forgiveness and justification?  I know myself of 

no gospel for men who have not sinned.  I know 

of no New Testament promises intended for 

those who have never broken the law; but I 

perceive all through the wondrous pages of the 

gospel that mercy’s eye and heart are set upon 

those who are guilty and self-condemned. 

The Eternal Watcher is looking over the vast 

ocean of life, not that he may spy out the vessels 

which sail along proudly in safety, but that he 

may see those who are almost wrecks.  “He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, 

and perverted that which was right, and it profiteth me not; he will deliver his soul from 

going into the pit, and his life shall see the light.”  Our Lord was more moved at the sight of 

sickness than of health, and wrought his greatest wonders among fevers, leprosies, and 

palsies.  This is the end and object of the gospel, namely, to save the unrighteous; the God of 

the gospel is he that “justifieth the ungodly,” “for when we were yet without strength, Christ 

died for the ungodly.”  “God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 

From a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon entitled "The Sinner's Savior," delivered 

October 1, 1876.  Image by Jenny Downing on Flickr under Creative Commons License.  

     The will of God will never take you where the grace of God will not protect you.  

~Unknown  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jenny-pics/3524019663/


 3 

 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

W ith the Bread of Life passage from John 6, Fr. Shepley explores the meaning of 

what it means to be fed spiritually, how we find hope and what it looks like to be 

spiritually alive in Christ.  To replay or watch sermons follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons each week. 

†  Poirot Discovers Christ 
 

I n Fr. Joe’s sermon two weeks ago our Priest-in-Charge recommended the Poirot 

series, starring David Suchet, who says this about his conversion: 

"I converted to Christianity in 1986, and it is the most important thing in my life.  It all 

started in a hotel in America, where I suddenly felt the 

need to read the Bible again.  I looked everywhere, 

but could not find one in my room, so I went straight 

out and bought a New Testament and started to read." 

"As I read Pauls' letter to the Romans, all the 

words seemed to make such wonderful sense, and I 

realized then that this was a way of life that I had 

always been looking for." 

"The decision to study theology and the word of 

God was made because I feel that it is through his 

words that God communicates with us, and I want to learn more about his teachings and 

about him. I know that I have to be careful not to over intellectualize, because that will take 

it away from my heart and it is in the heart that true faith lies." 

Click here for an interview with David Suchet, who shortly after his conversion, was 

baptized into the Anglican Church. 

†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  Bible Study Fellowship Hosts Introduction Class 
 

B ible Study Fellowship International, BSF, invites women 

of all faiths to an introduction class on September 10th to 

register for this year's study of Genesis.  BSF is an interdenomina-

tional study held on Monday evenings from 6:55- 8:45, at the 

Southbury Baptist Church on Route 67, in Southbury CT. 

Bible Study Fellowship offers small group discussion, printed 

commentary notes, weekly lectures and fellowship.  The school 

age program from grades 1-12 is staffed by well trained teachers 

and corresponds in content to the adult program.  There is no fee. 

Call 203-730-1966 for more information or visit their website 

at www.bsfinternational.org. 

Also, feel free to talk with Dorothy Crocker, Tara Shepley or Sylvia Biscardi. 
 

**BSF is not affiliated with Southbury Bible Baptist Church. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/2012-08-12SermonJS.mp3
http://www.helium.com/items/146572-interview-actor-david-suchet
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.bsfinternational.org/
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“The Sacred Walk” 

Grief Support Group 
 

Meets the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each 

month in the Guild Room at 7 pm. 

It will be a time of encouragement and 

comfort, a blessing to our spirit, heart 

and soul as we deal with our grief.  

Please Join Us! 

 

†  Six Surprising Ways Jesus Changed The World 
By John Ortberg, Senior Pastor, Menlo Park Presbyterian Church 

 

B oth President Obama and Governor Romney have had to repeatedly 

address their views about an itinerant rabbi who lived 2000 years ago. 

But why does anyone care? 

 Yale historian Jeroslav Pelikan wrote, "Regardless of what anyone may 

personally think or believe about him, Jesus of Nazareth has been the 

dominant figure in the history of Western Culture for almost 20 centuries.  If it 

were possible, with some sort of super magnet, to pull up out of history every 

scrap of metal bearing at least a trace of his name, how much would be left?" 

 It turns out that the life of Jesus is a comet with an exceedingly long tale.  

Here are some shards of his impact that most often surprise people: 

Children 
 In the ancient world children were routinely left to die of exposure - 

particularly if they were the wrong gender (you can guess which was the 

wrong one); they were often sold into slavery.  Jesus' treatment of and 

teachings about children led to the forbidding of such practices, as well as 

orphanages and godparents.  A Norwegian scholar named Bakke wrote a study 

of this impact, simply titled: When Children Became People: the Birth of 

Childhood in Early Christianity. 

Education 
 Love of learning led to monasteries, which became the cradle of academic 

guilds.  Universities such as Cambridge, Oxford, and Harvard all began as 

Jesus-inspired efforts to love God with all ones' mind.  The first legislation to 

publicly fund education in the colonies was called The Old Deluder Satan Act, 

under the notion that God does not want any child ignorant.  The ancient 

world loved education but tended to reserve it for the elite; the notion that 

every child bore God's image helped fuel the move for universal literacy. 

Compassion 
 Jesus had a universal concern for those who suffered that transcended the 

rules of the ancient world.  His compassion for the poor and the sick led to 

institutions for lepers, the beginning of modern-day hospitals.  The Council of 

Nyssa decreed that wherever a cathedral existed, there must be a hospice, a 

place of caring for the sick and poor.  That's why even today, hospitals have 

names like "Good Samaritan," "Good Shepherd," or "Saint Anthony."  They 

were the world's first voluntary, charitable institutions. 

Humility 
 The ancient world honored many virtues like courage and wisdom, but not 

(Continued on page 5) 
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humility.  People were generally divided into first class and coach.  "Rank must be 

preserved," said Cicero; each of the original 99 percent was a personis mediocribus.  

Plutarch wrote a self-help book that might crack best-seller lists in our day: How to Praise 

Yourself Inoffensively. 

Jesus' life as a foot-washing servant would eventually lead to the adoption of humility as 

a widely admired virtue.  Historian John Dickson writes, "it is unlikely that any of us would 

aspire to this virtue were it not for the historical impact of his crucifixion.  Our culture 

remains cruciform long after it stopped being Christian." 

Forgiveness 
In the ancient world, virtue meant rewarding your friends and punishing your enemies.  

Conan the Barbarian was actually paraphrasing Ghengis Khan in his famous answer to the 

question "what is best in life?" - To crush your enemies, see them driven before you, and 

hear the lamentations of their women. 

An alternative idea came from Galilee: 

what is best in life is to love your enemies, 

and see them reconciled to you.  Hannah 

Arendt, the first woman appointed to a full 

professorship at Princeton, claimed, "the 

discoverer of the role of forgiveness in the 

realm of human affairs was Jesus of 

Nazareth."  This may be debatable, but he 

certainly gave the idea unique publicity. 

Humanitarian Reform 
 Jesus had a way of championing the 

excluded that was often downright 

irritating to those in power.  His inclusion of women led to a community to which women 

flocked in disproportionate numbers.  Slaves-up to a third of ancient populations-might 

wander into a church fellowship and have a slave-owner wash their feet rather than beat 

them.  One ancient text instructed bishops to not interrupt worship to greet a wealthy 

attender, but to sit on the floor to welcome the poor.  The apostle Paul said: "Now there is 

neither Jew nor Gentile, slave or free, male and female, but all are one in Christ Jesus."  

Thomas Cahill wrote that this was the first statement of egalitarianism in human literature. 

Perhaps as remarkable as anything else is Jesus' ability to withstand the failings of his 

followers, who from the beginning probably got in his way at least as much as they helped.  

The number of groups claiming to be 'for' Jesus are inexhaustible; to name a few: Jews for 

Jesus, Muslims for Jesus, Ex-Masons for Jesus, Road Riders for Jesus, Cowboys for Jesus, 

even Atheists for Jesus. 

The one predictable element of this fall's U.S. presidential campaign is that it will be 

called "the most important election of our time."  As the last one was called, and the next 

one will be. 

Meanwhile, the unpredictable influence of an unelected carpenter continues to endure 

and spread across the world. 

(Continued from page 4) 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“If it does not please you to serve the Lord, decide today whom you will serve…As 

for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”      (Joshua 24:15) 
 

W hen we commit to serve the Lord, we must be willing to become a partner 

in the work of the Lord.  A partner is a person who invests time, talent 

and treasure.  If we say we serve God, we must actually do something! 
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so some have unwittingly entertained angels. 

Hebrews 13:2 

Vespers 
During the summer 

Vespers will be held 

on the 2nd Sunday 

of the month and 

will include Holy 

Communion. 

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH 

WELCOMES 
 

GUEST SPEAKER & AUTHOR 

VICKI ROSE 

ON SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  29 
 

Join us for Tea and Fellowship  

Beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Vicki’s heart and passion is for women to be content and victorious 

in their lives and/or marriages through a deep and intimate personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

A free will offering will be taken. 
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St. Paul’s OWN 
 

Sep 9th  -  Mini-Golf  2-4 pm 

Sep 16th  -  Youth Group Kickoff  3-7 pm 

Sep 22nd  -  Tag Sale Day 

Sep 23rd  -  Youth Group 5-7 pm 

Sep 30th  -  Youth Group 5-7 pm 
 

G et ready to kick-off another year with St Paul’s OWN on Sunday, September 16th. 

The afternoon will be full of fun games, food, and our first Vespers service of the 

fall.  PLUS – there is some big news that we’ll announce at the kick-off that you won’t 

want to miss! 

We Want Your Stuff! 

On Saturday, September 22nd, St Paul’s OWN will be holding a 

church-wide tag sale in order to raise funds for our summer 2013 

mission trip.  In order to make this a success and get the youth well on 

their way, we’re looking for donations of tag-sale items that we can 

sell to raise funds.  

Please take this opportunity to get a jump start on fall clean-up in 

your house and bring donations to the church during the weeks 

leading up to the sale.  All items should be in clean, sellable condition.  

All household items are welcome, but no clothing or broken electronics 

please.  We will begin taking donations after Labor Day, so stay tuned to Sword Points for more 

information. 

Any questions, please e-mail us at StPaulsOWN@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
mailto:StPaulsOWN@gmail.com
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Yad Vashem – Holocaust Museum 
 

Y ad Vashem’s name comes from a biblical verse: “I will give, in my house and 

within my walls, a monument and a name better than sons and daughters; I will 

give them an everlasting name [Yad Vashem] that shall 

not be cut off.” (Isaiah 56:5) 

Yad Vashem has been entrusted to document 

the history of the Jewish people during the 

Holocaust period, preserving the memory and 

story of each of the six million victims and 

impacting the legacy of the Holocaust for 

generations to come through its archives, library, 

museum, school and recognition of the 

Righteous Among Nations. 

 A visit to Yad Vashem is a horrific 

experience but necessary in order to fully 

comprehend the plight of the Jewish people 

and the importance of the State of Israel in providing for their security so that 

these atrocities will never again be repeated.  We had just a few hours to spend 

here, but could have stayed an entire day.  Just 

passing through the entrance gate is an emotional 

experience. 

 Over 6 million Jews were murdered by the 

Nazis during the Holocaust, or Shoah, including 1.5 

million children.  The exhibits trace the 

development of anti-semitism, the 

silence or collaboration of much of 

the world and the actions of a few 

righteous non-Jews.  The 

memorial strips away the fantasy 

of those who might deny that the 

Holocaust happened in a powerful 

almost spiritual fashion. 

A video projected onto the wall 

of the entrance shows daily Jewish 

life in Europe in the 1920s and 

’30s.  Visitors can walk through a 

(Continued on page 9) 

†  Israel 2012   

My dearest, 

 Before I die, I am writing a few 

words.  We are about to die,  five 

thousand innocent people.  They are 

cruelly shooting us. 

 Kisses to you all,  Mira 

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 
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typical living room of a Jewish family in Germany in the 1930s.  A life-size replica of the 

Warsaw Ghetto’s Leszno Street features cobblestones, a 1940s tram track and lamp posts 

with shrapnel holes from the Jewish uprising which were donated by the Polish capital. 

Further on in the underground galleries, the scenes become bleaker with stories of 

personal tragedies projected throughout the exhibit.  Displays include a three

-tiered wooden barrack where concentration camp inmates slept, a cattle 

wagon that transported Jews to their deaths and a small fishing boat that 

ferried Danish Jews to safety in Sweden. 

 The Hall of Names at Yad 

Vashem is the Jewish People’s 

memorial to each and every Jew 

who perished in the Holocaust – a 

place where they may be 

commemorated for generations to 

come.  The main circular hall 

houses the extensive collection of  “Pages of 

Testimony” – short biographies of each Holocaust victim.  Over two million pages are 

stored in the circular repository around the outer edge of the Hall, with room for six million 

in all.  Pages of Testimony are special forms designed by Yad Vashem to restore the 

personal identity and brief life stories of the six million Jews murdered by the Nazis and 

their accomplices.  Since its inception Yad Vashem has worked tirelessly to collect these 

forms, and, when available, photographs, of each individual victim. 

The ceiling of the Hall is composed of a ten-meter high cone reaching skywards, 

displaying 600 photographs and fragments of Pages of Testimony.  This exhibit represents a 

fraction of those murdered.  The victims’ portraits are reflected in water at the base of an 

opposing cone carved out of the mountain’s bedrock. 

Outside, along the Avenue of the Righteous Among Nations, trees have been planted 

around the site in honor of those non-Jews who acted according to the most noble principles 

of humanity by risking their lives to save Jewish people from the Nazi persecution.  Plaques 

adjacent to each tree record the names and countries of origin of those being honored.  

Among the trees is one for Oskar Schindler. 

 The Children's Memorial is a haunting space which consists 

of candles being reflected by mirrors in an otherwise dark space 

while the names of the dead children are read out by recorded 

voices.  Nearby is a sculpture of the Menorah also called 

candelabra.  It is a stainless steel monument designed in the form 

of a six-branched memorial light, representing the six million 

Jews murdered in the Holocaust, and is lit every year on 

Holocaust Martyrs' & Heroes' Remembrance Day.  

 As we leave Yad Vashem we are left with this biblical verse: 

”I will put my breath into you and you shall live again, and I will 

set you upon your own soil” (Ezekiel 37:14). 

(Continued from page 8) 

Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

Yad Vashem 

“Remember only that I was innocent 

and, just like you, mortal on that day, I, 

too, had had a face marked by rage, by 

pity and joy, quite simply, a human 

face!” 

Benjamin Fondane, Exodus 

Murdered at Auschwitz, 1944 

http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/about/hall_of_names/what_are_pot.asp
http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/about/hall_of_names/what_are_pot.asp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocaust_Memorial_Days
mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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†  Terry Drorbaugh, 1928 - 2012  

W e were saddened to learn recently of the death of Terry 

Drorbaugh, a long-time former parishioner.  A resident of 

Essex, Massachusetts for the past  ten years, Terry died on Monday, 

August 6th.  Her husband Len, died a little more than a year ago.  Many 

current St. Paul’s parishioners remember the Drorbaugh’s love of Christ 

and their energetic and friendly nature.  Outside of church they were avid 

gardeners.  Click here for a link to Terry’s obituary. 

A Celebration of Terry's life will be held on November 10 at 11 am in 

the First Congregational Church of Essex.  Donations may be made to a 

charity of one's choice. 

 

Directions: 

Heat ¼ c. sugar, lemon juice and ¼ c. water in a 

saucepan over medium-high heat, stirring until the 

sugar dissolves.  Remove from heat and stir in almond 

extract. 

Brush both sides of each slice of cake with the syrup. 

Cut the slices into 1-inch cubes. 

  Beat the remaining 2/3 c. sugar and the cream cheese with a mixer on 

medium speed until smooth and light.  Add the cream and beat on 

medium-high until smooth and the consistency of whipped cream. 

  Arrange half of the cake cubes in the bottom of a 13-cup trifle dish.  

Sprinkle evenly with a layer of blueberries.  Dollop half of the cream 

mixture over the blueberries and gently spread.  Top with a layer of 

strawberries.  Layer the remaining cake cubes on top of the 

strawberries, then sprinkle with more blueberries and top with the 

remaining cream.  Finish with the remaining strawberries and 

blueberries, arranging them in a decorative  pattern. 

  Cover and refrigerate 1 hour.  

†  Berry Trifle 

Ingredients: 

¼ c. plus 2/3 c. sugar 

¼ c. fresh lemon juice 

¼ tsp. almond extract 

1 pre-made angel food cake, cut into 1-

inch slices 

1 lb. cream cheese at room temperature 

2 c. heavy cream at room temperature 

2 pints blueberries 

2 pints strawberries, hulled and sliced  

†  Godspeed Bridgit 

A s summer winds down 

it’s back-to-school time 

and for some it means going off 

to college for the first time.  

That’s the case with Bridgit 

O’Hara who is heading off to 

freshman year to study art at 

Roger Williams University in 

Rhode Island this week.  Last 

Sunday at the 8 am service we 

prayed for blessings on Bridgit’s 

education and future. 

http://www.whittier-porter.com/Photos/Obits/Terry_Drorbaugh.htm
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†  Newest Eagle Scouts 
 

B oy Scout Troop 5, which meets at St. Paul’s, is pleased 

to announce that Liam Fitton and Kevin Schulze were 

recently presented with Eagle Scout Awards at a special 

ceremony in our Parish Hall. 

Eagle Scout is the highest rank attainable in the Boy Scouts 

of America.  Since its introduction in 1911, the Eagle Scout rank 

has been earned by more than 2 million young men.  The title of 

Eagle Scout is held for life, thus giving rise to the phrase "Once 

an Eagle, always an Eagle."  This year marks the 100th 

anniversary of the first Eagle Scout award.  The Connecticut 

Yankee Council of Boy Scouts of America created a special 

patch to present to Eagle Scouts this year in honor of the 100th anniversary. 

Eagle requirements include earning at least 21 merit badges, demonstrating Scout spirit 

through the Boy Scout Oath and Law, service, and leadership.  This includes an extensive 

service project that the Scout plans, organizes, leads, and manages. 

Use this link to read more in the Brookfield Patch about Liam and Kevin. 

Troop 5 has been meeting at St. Paul’s for more than 60 years and many of the 59 Eagle 

Scouts listed on the plaque in the Parish Hall were St. Paul’s parishioners, including most 

recently, Shane Kirner and Kevin Janofsky. 

In addition, several of our older parishioners attended the rank of Eagle. 

Pictured above, far left is Joe Hock (we recognize the eyes and hair) and the Eagle 

Scout pictured on the right is John Sarver (checkout all those merit badges). 

http://brookfield.patch.com/announcements/brookfield-troop-5-two-new-eagle-scouts
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Go wash, and be thou clean. 
 

Explain the whole procedure, symbolism, prayers, etc. re: the lavabo washing.  People 

see the celebrant doing it each week, but I doubt most people in the pews know why and 

what words are being said, etc. 
 

I  am going to expand a little on this question because traditionally there are three 

occasions of washing associated with the Eucharist.  None of these are specified in 

the British-American Prayer Book tradition but they are specified in most pre-reformation 

uses and in the Roman and Eastern liturgies today.  The first instance was the priest washing 

his hands before the Mass.*  The second is the one reference in the question, commonly 

called the lavabo, after the offertory.  The final washing is part of the ablutions (the 

cleansing of the paten and chalice) after the communion and this time the priest drinks the 

wine and water.  Obviously the first two are essentially hygienic, so that the elements are 

touched with clean hands; while the third is more devotional, ensuring that the consecrated 

elements are in fact consumed. 

 The Roman missal provides directions and a prayer 

for the first washing before vesting.   At Sarum the 

washing was sometimes before vesting and sometimes 

after but before the preparation of the bread and wine 

which was usually just before the mass (but at high 

mass the assistants would do this during the reading of 

the epistle and whoever handled the bread washed his 

hands then).  Many of our Anglican clergy do this 

washing before the liturgy, even though it is now more 

usual to lay out the bread at the offertory.  It should be 

remembered that most of this ceremonial took shape in 

the 13th and 14th centuries when only the celebrant normally received communion so it 

would be a simple matter to put one piece of bread on the paten and a little wine and water 

in the chalice beforehand, knowing that that would be enough.  This survives in the common 

practice today of placing a host on the paten beforehand, but it really misses the spirit (if not 

the letter) of our rubrics, which assume the people will receive with the priest and thus 

direct all the elements to be presented at the altar together.  In some early sources the 

elements were prepared (for many communicants) at the altar during 

the offertory, and at least one of these has the celebrant wash before 

receiving the bread.  Especially in monasteries it was once common 

for all to wash their hands before entering the church, and a number 

of fountains (lavatoria) for this purpose can still be seen.  While this 

has no formal place in the Prayer Book, it is for simple hygienic 

reasons probably the most widely retained - whether ceremonially or 

as a purely practical matter. 

 Historically the second washing has been accompanied by 

various devotions such as a short prayer e.g. “Wash me, O Lord, 

from all iniquity of mind and body; that I may be clean to fulfill the 

holy work of the Lord;” (Sarum),† or the hymn Veni creator (other 

English uses - Sarum used this 

hymn before mass), or Psalm 

26:6-12 (originally a French practice and now standard 

Roman use).  This passage begins, “I will wash 

[Lavabo] my hands in innocency…” and gives the 

ceremony its name.  The full selection of the psalm was 

apparently not used in England, but the first verse was 

(Continued on page 13) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Lavatorium in the cloister at Monreale  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love


 13 

  

used in some places and my own practice is to use the Sarum prayer along with this verse of 

the psalm.  The term lavabo is also applied to the bowl and water container used for this 

purpose, and to the towel used for drying the fingers.‡  It is now common in the Episcopal 

Church, but I still see churches where it is not done.  When I was in Tanzania the practical 

nature of this ceremony was on display: there were about thirty clergy around the Altar, and 

two deacons circulated among us carrying a large basin with soap, a large pitcher of warm 

water, and a substantial towel so that we could all really wash our hands. 

The final washing, associated with the ablutions, 

is also ancient, and has become fairly common in our 

churches once again.  In its simplest form the 

remaining elements are consumed (or reserved if 

needed) and the chalice rinsed with water (at the 

Altar or in the Sacristy).  Since 1662 Prayer Books 

have required the sacrament be consumed and not 

carried out of the Church (except for sick 

communion and the like), and with the Oxford 

movement more traditional forms of the ablutions 

have been widely adopted.  My own practice is to remove any remaining crumbs from the 

paten into the chalice and consume any remaining wine.  I then ask the server to add a little 

wine, and drink that, then rinse my fingers as the server pours wine and then water into the 

chalice, and finally drink that.  This is designed to gather up all the remnants of the 

consecrated bread and wine - perhaps more thorough than the rubric actually requires, but 

certainly in accordance with it.  Our Priest-in-Charge, on the other hand is a bit more 

minimalist, often omitting the rinsing of the fingers and delegating the cleansing of the 

chalice to the Eucharistic ministers.  Since he tolerates my High Church ways I cannot 

object to his less traditional, but also reverent, usage.        - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* An English priest, S. J. Forrest published several collections of humorous ecclesiastical verse some 

50 years ago; one poem reads:  

A book on ceremonial   Provokes a noted jest,   By ordering the celebrant   To ‘wash his hands and 

vest.’ 

At our young curate’s idle ways   The Vicar storms and rants,   Who coming to the vestry late,   

Washes his hands and pants. 

† MUNDA me, Domine, ab omni inquinamento mentis et corporis; ut possim mundus implere opus 

sanctum Domini.  Variants of this appear in different editions of the missal. 

‡ Forrest, again, quotes a needlework handbook specifying that “In the Church of England it should 

measure 2 feet by 15 inches, in the Roman Church 15 inches by 20 inches.”  His comment on this reads (in 

part): 

O filthy, dirty Anglican,   Needing the larger towel,   What vile corruption stains your skin   And 

renders it so foul! . . .   

Your boast of ritual purity   We thereby disallow,   Because you cannot wash your hands,   In 

innocency now 

Additional note:  If you enjoyed these verses you might want to get some of his little books; a few of 

them are available at Amazon. 

(Continued from page 12) Go wash, and be thou clean. 

†  “In The Beginning” 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying Genesis starting September 

4th at 9:15 am.  Genesis means “beginnings” or “origin.”  It is the story of God’s 

purpose and plan for his creation and sets the stage for the entire Bible.  It reveals the 

person and nature of God; the value and dignity of human beings; the tragedy and 

consequences of sin; and the promise and assurance of salvation.  No matter how dark 

the world situation seems, God has a plan and wants to use you in his plan. 

Come study with us and be encouraged.  To register, please call or email Donna Betts at 

203.830.9415 or donnabetts47@gmail.com.  Workbooks are $8.  Tuesdays from 9:15-11:00 

http://www.amazon.com/Stanley-John-Forrest/e/B001KDAGPK/ref=ntt_dp_epwbk_0
tel:203.830.9415
mailto:donnabetts47@gmail.com
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For more information on the work of Stephen Ministers at St. Paul’s, contact the 

Parish Office, Fr. Joe Shepley or Barbara Cappiello. 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above 

Gradual Hymn Help Us, O Lord, to Learn 

Offertory Hymn How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place 

Closing Hymn Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

 

Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
 

E piscopal minister Dudley A. Tyng (1825-1858) was a 

dynamic preacher known for taking strong stands against 

evil, no matter what the cost.  His sermon regarding the evils of 

slavery in America is still in print today.  This sermon resulted in him 

being removed from one of his pastorates. 

On Tuesday, March 30, 1858, Tyng preached a sermon on Exodus 

10:11, “Go now ye that are men and serve the Lord,” at a YMCA 

noon mass meeting.  Tyng delivered his message to 5,000 men that 

day.  More than 1,000 of those men responded to the altar call, to 

receive Jesus as their Savior.  Just over a week later, Tyng lay dying 

as a result of a tragic accident.  His final statement, whispered to friends and family, was 

“Let us all stand up for Jesus.” 

The Sunday following Tyng's death, Presbyterian Pastor George Duffield (1818-1888) 

preached a sermon on Ephesians 6:14, as a tribute to the final words of his 

friend Tyng.  He concluded his sermon with a six-stanza poem.  Duffield's 

Sunday School superintendant printed copies of the poem and distributed them 

to all the congregation. 

 One of the pamphlets fell into the hands of the editor of a Baptist periodical.  

The editor was so impressed with the verses that he printed them in his widely 

read publication.  The poem Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus, has since become 

one of the most recognized hymns in all English-speaking Christendom. 

Several melodies have been written for Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus.  The one 

used in most hymnals today and that we use, Morning Light, was written by 

George J. Webb (1803-1907), founder of the Boston Academy of Music. 

   Attention Sunday School Teachers!  You can pick up your 

teaching materials from the bookcase in the class room wing.  

If you have any questions, please contact either Heather 

Melody (203) 797-1434 or Lori O'Hara (860) 354-8089. 

   Reminder: Sunday School will begin on Sunday, 

September 9.  Parents, please plan on arriving 10 minutes 

BEFORE the 10:30 am service in order to register your 

children for Sunday School.  If you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact either Heather Melody (203) 797-

1434 or Lori O'Hara (860) 354-8089. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OosdZFRN368
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/h/h201b.html
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/h/h404.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r11Gmdq__-8
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† Happy Birthday to You! 
 

S haron Simon celebrates Monday!  Have a blessed day, Sharon. 

Article of Interest…. 

C onnecticut is ranked one of 

the least generous states.  

Click here for a Brookfield Patch 

article on where we rank 

in charitable giving. 

Connecticut was ranked 

45th in the nation in 

charitable giving. See 

how Brookfield and the surrounding 

towns stack up. 

†  Saints of God 
 

August 23rd 
 

Martin de Porres, Rosa de Lima & Toribio de Mogrovejo 

Witnesses to the Faith in South America, 1639, 1617, 1606 
 

M artin de Porres was born in Lima, Peru, on December 9, 1579, the illegitimate son 

of a Spanish nobleman and a young black former slave.  Because Martin inherited 

the dark skin of his mother, his father abandoned the family. 

Martin apprenticed to a barber-surgeon and after learning the trade, he applied to the 

Dominicans to be a “lay helper.”  Placed in charge of the infirmary, he was known for his 

tender care of the sick and for his spectacular cures.  His faithfulness led the community to 

request his religious profession.  The stipulation that “no black person may be received to 

the holy habit or profession of our Order,” was dropped, and Martin took vows as a 

Dominican brother in 1603. 

M artin was a good friend of Rosa de Lima, who shared his 

passion for the sick and the poor.  Rosa was exceedingly 

beautiful and, because of her family’s fading fortunes, she feared being 

married off to a wealthy man in exchange for her dowry.  Not wanting 

this to happen, Rosa disfigured herself.  In order to contribute to her 

family’s upkeep, Rosa took in sewing and served as a gardener. 

Her passion for the poor, however, eventually led her to the Third 

Order of St. Dominic where she became a recluse.  Out of her prayer 

grew a strong desire to do works of mercy for the poorest of the poor, 

particularly for Indians, slaves, and others on the margins of society. 

T oribio de Mogrovejo was born in Spain in 1538 and became a 

brilliant student of law and theology.  In 1580, the Archdiocese 

of Lima, Peru, needed a new leader and Toribio was chosen.  He objected because he was a 

layman, but was overruled, ordained priest and bishop, and arrived in Peru in 1581 as 

archbishop. 

Confronted with the worst of colonialism, Toribio fought injustice in both the church and 

the civil order.  He baptized and confirmed nearly a million souls.  Among his flock were 

Rosa de Lima and Martin de Porres.  He founded many churches, religious houses, and 

hospitals, and, in 1591, founded the seminary at Lima. 

†  Prayer for Election Season 
A Prayer for the Human Family: 

 

O  God, you made us in your own image and 

redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look 

with compassion on the whole human family; take 

away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 

hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite 

us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle 

and confusion to accomplish your purposes on 

earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races 

may serve you in harmony around your heavenly 

throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 

http://brookfield.patch.com/articles/ct-ranked-one-of-the-least-generous-states-9ce27cb7
http://bcponline.org
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

..…Authentic ways to bring our ancient spiritual practices into our digital culture. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Marvin Self, healing and a good diagnosis 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Kent School; South Kent School; Pomfret School; 

Salisbury School; Wooster School; Rectory School; St. 

Thomas Day School, New Haven; Trinity School  on the 

Hill, Hartford; the Episcopal Church at Yale; the 

Episcopal Church at UConn, Storrs; Trinity College 

chapel, Hartford; Berkeley Divinity School, New Haven. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Safety for all who are in danger by reason of their 

labor or travel. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her back. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of her back. 

…..Terry Drorbaugh, grant her a share in your eternal glory. 

…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 

…..Those in the path of tropical storm Isaac. 

…..David Palmer, continued strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and 

his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety and discernment in their 

ministry in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a 

miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 
 

 John 14:15,16  "If you love me, you will obey what I 

command.  And I will ask the Father and he will give you 

another Counselor to be with you forever-- the Spirit of truth. 

 

Never cease to pray until your sons and your daughters are safe landed on the Rock of 

Ages, and so secured there that they will need no other rock to hide them in the day when 

Christ shall come. I beseech you, beloved Christian friends, ask for tenderness towards sin-

ners, towards all sinners, and let your tenderness be shown in fervent prayer, in incessant 

effort, and in holy sympathy towards the wandering ones. 
 

From a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon entitled "Wherefore Should I Weep?," 

delivered October 22, 1876.  

W alter Von Egidy reports that 

the Prayer Chain prayed for 

a girl in the hospital, near death with a 

lung infection and facing a long 

recuperation in the hospital… She was 

out within a week and is anxious to 

check out St. Paul’s! 
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†  Photo Contest for September Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The September issue covers the beginning of 

fall and back to school.  Have fun, be creative.  The deadline is August 24th.  

Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

“You Have the Words of Eternal Life” 
 

1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43 

I n the Hebrew scripture lesson Solomon offers praise to the Lord and prays that the 

newly built temple may be a house for the Lord’s gracious presence.  King Solomon 

and the elders have just given the ark of the covenant a home, placing it in the temple they 

are now dedicating.  Solomon recognizes that God transcends all human 

buildings, but asks the Lord to be present to those who call upon God in the 

temple - not only the people of Israel, but also foreigners who come to worship 

in Jerusalem. 

 Psalm 84 

 A song of the pilgrim's happiness as they come to worship in the temple of 

the Lord. 

 Ephesians 6:10-20 

 In this New Testament lesson Christians are instructed to put on the whole 

armor of God in order to defend themselves for the powers of evil, which are beyond any 

human control.  The passage recognizes that it is God who will take the active role against 

these superhuman forces.  In this battle it is the Christian’s primary task to stand and resist.  

The language and imagery may once have been used in an address to newly baptized 

disciples.  Finally, they are urged to be constant in prayer, remembering Paul who is now in 

prison. 

John 6:56-69 
 In the gospel we hear of different responses to Jesus’ claim that he is the heavenly 

bread that gives the life of the eternal age to those who eat it.  His are words of spirit and 

life, but many can understand them only in a materialistic sense and are like the 

Israelites who did not trust God in the wilderness.  Yet, is this saying is hard for them to 

believe, more difficult still will be Jesus’ ascent into heaven as the Son of Man.  As 

Jesus knew 

would 

happen, many 

disciples now 

turn away, 

but Peter 

confesses him 

to be God’s 

holy one who 

has the words 

of eternal life. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

1 Kings 8:26 
Therefore, O God of Israel, 

let your word be confirmed, 

which you promised to your 

servant my father David.  

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp16_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp16_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp16_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp16_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

Did You Know ...You can order custom 

made labels for your ketchup bottle?  

We got one for our staff! 

Want to get you own?  Click on the 

bottle... 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to this 

Weeks Sword Points: 

Debbie Barackman, 

Donna Betts, Barbara 

Cappiello, Dot 

Crocker, Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 

Donnelly, Barbara 

Hock, Lois Hunt, Bill 

Loring, Heather 

Melody, Beth Miller, 

Patrick O’Connors, 

Linda Pendergast,  

Kirsten Peterson, John 

Sarver, Joe Shepley, 

David Szen, Pam Szen 

& Don Winkley. 

†  Archaeology and the Bible 

I sraeli archaeologists recently discovered a coin, 

dating from the 11th century before Christ.  It 

depicted "a man with long hair fighting a large 

animal with a feline tail."  Ring any Old Testament 

bells?  Click on the coin above for more info. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.myheinz.com/Home.aspx#/choose
http://www.christianpost.com/news/archaeology-and-the-bible-80253/

