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Dearly Beloved of St. Paul’s, 

A  page has turned in our life together.  Actually, it is more like a chapter, with 

many more ahead, God-willing.  As we begin our fourth year, I have good 

news to share: I have been approved as your Rector.  Halleluiah!  Last evening, the 

Vestry and I met with our Diocesan Bishop in the Guild Room, where he took us 

through an exercise helping us identify our unique mission as a parish.  As Bishop Ian 

Douglas essentially asked us who we are, the following descriptions were articulated 

by your leadership: Christ-centered, Scripture-based, Good News-proclaiming, healing

-oriented, youth-focused and bold for the Lord. 

 What did I say through all of this?  Nothing, actually. I had the 

privilege of sitting back and listening to my flock give account for the 

hope that is within them (1 Pet. 3:15).  To say I was filled with pride (the 

“good kind,” of course) would be an understatement, for I was beholding 

the people of God at their best.  As I realized in that moment that I was 

being called by God to serve as Rector of this amazing parish, I felt what 

the prophet Malachi described so long ago: I wanted to leap for joy.  I am 

confident that I have been tapped by God from before the foundation of the 

world (Eph. 1:4) to lead all of you in this time, you who have such a long-

standing commitment to the Gospel, you who have been led by stellar 

Rectors before me, you who have allowed my gifts to come to the fore.  I 

couldn’t be what I am without you as I bear the awesome responsibility of 

joining you in the journey toward the Heavenly City.  I love you all in 

Christ Jesus. 

 As Rector, I have a vision for the next chapter.  I want to see us invite 

more people to this anointed sanctuary of the Lord, I want to see us 

improve our gem of a physical plant, and I want us to see us reach the next 

generation for Christ with renewed power.  I have concrete ideas that will 

be revealed in time for how this vision will take shape, and so please join 

with me in prayer as we seek God’s face.  Unlike a novel, as much as we might like to 

know what is coming, there is no reading ahead.  God will write the next chapters as 

we live the life of grace together.  And let us always remember that more importantly 

than knowing the book, we must know the Author.  As we continue to behold God in 

all of his fearsome wonder, I see the Sun of Righteousness rising at St. Paul’s with the 

best yet to come.  

Faithfully your Rector,  

“But for you who fear my name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in his 

wings. And you will go free, leaping with joy like calves let out to pasture (Malachi 4:2). 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Priest-in-Charge 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Sat., Sept. 1 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Sept. 2 -           Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

 Mon. Sept. 3 -  Labor Day 

               (Parish Office Closed) 

 Tue., Sept. 4 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

 Wed., Sept. 5 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Sept. 6 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 

P lease join us on September 19th at 

7:30pm for the Installation of 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley as Rector of 

St. Paul's.  Bishop Jeffery Rowthorn, 

who will be celebrating his 25th 

anniversary of his consecration as Bishop 

that very day, will preach and assist our 

Diocesan Bishop Ian Douglas in the 

service.  A light reception will follow in 

the parish hall.  

 
†  Fr. Joe Officially Named Rector 

 

C ulminating a journey that began three years ago, Bishop Ian 

Douglas met with our Vestry this past Tuesday night, officially 

naming the Rev. Joseph Shepley as St. Paul’s 29th rector.  Shortly after 

Fr. Buchanan was called to a church in Virginia Beach in the summer 

of 2009, Fr. Shepley came on board at St. Paul’s as our Priest-in-

Charge.  In April the Vestry wrote to Bishop Douglas, officially calling 

Fr. Joe to be our Rector. 
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  Bible Study Fellowship Hosts Introduction Class 
 

Bible Study Fellowship International, BSF, invites women of 

all faiths to an introduction class on September 10th to register for 

this year's study of Genesis.  BSF is an interdenominational study 

held on Monday evenings from 6:55- 8:45, at the Southbury 

Baptist Church on Route 67, in Southbury CT. 

Bible Study Fellowship offers small group discussion, printed 

commentary notes, weekly lectures and fellowship.  The school 

age program from grades 1-12 is staffed by well trained teachers 

and corresponds in content to the adult program.  There is no fee. 

Call 203-730-1966 for more information or visit their website 

at www.bsfinternational.org. 

Also, feel free to talk with Dorothy Crocker, Tara Shepley or Sylvia Biscardi 
 

**BSF is not affiliated with Southbury Bible Baptist Church. 

†  Where Did You Go to Church Last Sunday? 
 

A ctually, it should be “Where did you almost go to church last Sunday!”  We are 

presently RV’ing in the Canadian Maritimes, and had scheduled a Sunday to be in 

Baddeck, a largish town in the Cape Breton section of Nova Scotia.  When I asked where 

the Anglican Church was located, I was told that it was 

right down the street, but that 

it had closed recently since 

there were only five regular 

parishioners.  The next 

nearest Anglican Church was 

40 miles away!  How sad!  

And how blessed we are at 

St. Paul's with our thriving 

church in Brookfield! 
 

Looking forward to our return to St.Paul's. 
 

Sandy & Al Chaleski 

†  St. Paul’s - A Praying Church 
 

A fter the special Vestry meeting with Bishop Douglas Tuesday 

evening, just as we were leaving following the Bishop's apostolic 

blessing over us, Fr. Joe asked the Bishop if he would please take his seat 

one last time so that we could pray for him.  "I always welcome prayer," said 

Bishop Ian as he received the laying on of hands from the Vestry as Fr. Joe 

anointed him with holy oil he brought back from Israel.  We prayed for the 

Bishop's leadership, asking God to encourage him and bless his life, his 

health, his family and his ministry.  Fr. Joe stated: "With a palpable sense of 

the Holy Spirit, it was a wonderful moment to see our healing prayer ministry extend beyond 

Sunday worship, even down to the Guild Room on a Tuesday evening to encourage and 

strengthen our Chief Shepherd of the Diocese.  We are a 24/7 praying church." 

Please keep our leaders in your intercessions, particularly our Bishops, Priests and 

Deacons of the Diocese. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.bsfinternational.org/
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†  September Sacristans: 

Mary Allen & Gayle Baldelli. 

 
†  Christian Caring Committee 

T he Christian Caring Committee will resume their monthly meetings in 

the Guild Room on Monday, September 10, at 4:30P.M.  The 

Christian Caring Committee provides parishioners with transportation to 

doctors' appointments, pharmacies, grocery stores, etc.  The committee's 

greeting card ministry remembers parishioners on their birthdays and other 

times of sunshine and shadows.  Visits are made regularly to local 

hospitals, nursing homes and private homes, and frequent telephone calls 

are intended to "keep in 

touch."  The committee is 

always open to new ways of assisting 

parishioners with their personal needs and 

connecting them with the appropriate source 

of help.  New members are always welcome 

so that the committee may continue to be 

there for our Christian brothers and sisters in 

times of need.  If you are interested in being 

part of this important ministry at Saint Paul's 

Church, please contact Gail Winkley, 

Coordinator, at 203-775-3343, or 

†  Our Volunteers Are Valuable 
 

W e have always known that the many parishioners who 

volunteer to serve in our various parish organizations 

and ministries are most valuable.  Now we have confirmation.  

Based on the average hourly wage, experts currently estimate 

that one hour of volunteer time is worth $17.55.  However, to 

us your volunteer time is invaluable.  Through the gifts of 

time and talent that our 

parishioners so generously share 

we are able to truly be the hands 

and feet of Jesus Christ here at 

St. Paul’s.  Many thanks to all 

those faithful and generous 

stewards who volunteer in our 

parish!  Your time is worth 

everything to us! 

Fr. Joe’s Reception 

We will have a dessert/snack 

reception following Fr. Joe’s 

Installation service on 

September 19th.  A sign

-up sheet will be in the 

back of the church for 

dessert/snack donations.  

Let Mary Allen know if 

you have any questions. 

A Thought from St. Teresa of Avila 

“Christ has no body now on earth, but yours; 

no hands but yours; no feet but yours. 

Yours are the eyes through which 

He is to go about doing good; yours are the hands 

with which He is to bless people now.” 
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Mount of Olives / Garden of Gethsemane 
 

T oday we begin visiting the sites of Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem.  We start at the top 

of the Mount of Olives and take in the breathtaking panoramic view (shown at the 

top of this page) of the old city of Jerusalem.  The Mount of Olives [also Mount Olivet and 

in Hebrew Har Hazeitim Har (Mount) Ha (the) 

Zeitim (Olives)] is a mountain ridge 

east of Jerusalem’s Old City and 

separating it from the Judean Desert.  

It is named for the olive groves that 

once covered its slopes and is one of 

the most prominent sites in the 

Jerusalem vicinity mentioned in the 

Holy Scriptures. 

 The Mount of Olives is first 

mentioned in connection with 

David's flight from Absalom (II 

Samuel 15:30): "And David went up 

by the ascent of the Mount of 

Olives, and wept as he went up."  The 

ascent was probably east of the City of David.  

The sacred character of the mount is alluded to 

in Ezekiel (11:23): "And the glory of the Lord 

went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon 

the mountain which is on the east side of the city.” 

 The Mount of Olives is frequently mentioned 

in the New Testament as the route from Jerusalem 

to Bethany.  Jesus is said to have spent time on the 

mount, teaching and prophesying to his disciples 

(Matthew 24–25), returning after each day to rest 

(Luke 21:37), and also coming there on the night 

of his betrayal (Matthew 26:39).  The New 

Testament, tells how Jesus and his friends sang 

together – "When they had sung the hymn, they 

went out to the Mount of Olives" Gospel of 

Matthew 26:30.  Jesus ascended to heaven from 

the Mt of Olives as recorded in the book of Acts 

1:9–12. 

(Continued on page 7) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 

Church of All Nations 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Absalom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Books_of_Samuel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Books_of_Samuel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_David
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Ezekiel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethany_(Israel)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Luke
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Matthew&verse=26:39&src=!
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Matthew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Matthew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascension_of_Jesus
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Heading down the hillside we are walking the route Jesus took on Palm Sunday.  Along 

the way we see where many other important events in the life of Jesus occurred on the 

Mount of Olives.  For instance it is 

believed Jesus taught his disciples the 

Lord's Prayer at the site of Pater Noster 

Church and that he wept over the future 

destruction of the city at Dominus Flevit 

Church.  At the foot of the mount lies the 

Garden of Gethsemane (Gat Shemanim or 

oil press in Hebrew), where Jesus prayed 

on the night he was betrayed and arrested 

and today is adjacent to the Church of All 

Nations.  The most famous church on the 

Mount of Olives is the Church of Mary 

Magdalene, a Russian Orthodox church built in 

1888 in honor of the czar's mother.  There is a 

magnificent mosaic inside the church that shows 

the legend of Mary Magdalene presenting an egg 

to the Emperor Tiberius, which then turned red, 

like Jesus' blood. 

 Many Jews have wanted to be buried on the 

Mount of Olives since antiquity based on the 

Jewish tradition (from the Biblical verse Zechariah 

14:4) that the Messiah 

will come from the 

Golden Gate on the side 

of the Old City, facing 

the Mount of Olives and anyone buried there will be the first to 

greet the Messiah.  The mount holds approximately 150,000 

graves, the most famous of which actually lie at the foot of the 

mountain, flush against the Old City walls, including the Tomb of 

Zechariah and the tombs of the sons of Hezir and Yad Absalom. 

From the bottom of the hill we get a close up view of the 

Golden Gate.  It is the oldest of the current gates in Jerusalem's 

Old City Walls and it is said that Jesus passed through this gate on 

Palm Sunday.  The Ottoman’s sealed off the Golden Gate in 1541.  

In Jewish tradition, this is the gate through which the Messiah will 

enter Jerusalem and it is suggested that it was sealed off to prevent 

the Messiah's entrance. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

Mount of Olives / Garden of Gethsemane 

Dominus Flevit Church 

Church of Mary Magdalene 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gates_in_Jerusalem%27s_Old_City_Walls
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gates_in_Jerusalem%27s_Old_City_Walls
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palm_Sunday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Sultan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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Vespers 
Our weekly Vespers 

service will resume 

on Sunday 

September 16th 

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH 

WELCOMES 
 

GUEST SPEAKER & AUTHOR 

VICKI ROSE 

ON SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  29 
 

Join us for Tea and Fellowship  

Beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Vicki’s heart and passion is for women to be content and victorious 

in their lives and/or marriages through a deep and intimate personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

A free will offering will be taken. 

†  The Rector’s Forum 

S unday Adult Education  undergoes a transformation: beginning on September 16th, 

from 9:30-10:15am in the Guild Room, Fr. Shepley will begin "The Rector's 

Forum," where he will lead an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  With Tara Shepley 

assisting, this class will bring participants deep into the Word of God, verse by verse, 

further extending our parish mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ."   
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St. Paul’s OWN 

Sep 9th  -  Mini-Golf  2-4 pm 

Sep 16th  -  Youth Group Kickoff  3-7 pm 

Sep 22nd  -  Tag Sale Day 

Sep 23rd  -  Youth Group 5-7 pm 

Sep 30th  -  Youth Group 5-7 pm 

 

G et ready to kick-off another year with St Paul’s OWN on Sunday, 

September 16th. The afternoon will be full of fun games, food, and our 

first Vespers service of the fall.  PLUS – there is some big news that we’ll 

announce at the kick-off that you won’t want to miss! 

We Want Your Stuff! 

O n Saturday, September 22nd, St 

Paul’s OWN will be holding a 

church-wide tag sale in order to raise funds 

for our summer 2013 mission trip. In order 

to make this a success and get the youth 

well on their way, we’re looking for 

donations of tag-sale items that we can sell 

to raise funds.  

Please take this opportunity to get a jump start on fall clean-up in your 

house and bring donations to the church during the weeks leading up to 

the sale. All items should be in clean, sellable condition. All household 

items are welcome, but no clothing or broken electronics please.  

Donations can be brought to the church during regular business 

hours, Mon-Fri  9am – 4pm and should be put in the Youth Lounge. You 

can also bring anything with you to church on Sunday mornings or 

evenings during Youth Group time. If you have large items that you would 

like to donate, but can’t transport to the church yourself, please contact 

Patrick O’Connors and we’ll arrange with you on how to get it to the 

church. 

Any questions, please e-mail us at StPaulsOWN@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
mailto:StPaulsOWN@gmail.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…”             (James 1:22) 

W hat do you do to live God’s word?  Do you share time and 

talent with your parish or those in need?  Do you support 

the work of the Church with the fruits from your own work? 

†  Neil Armstrong   1930 - 2012 

N eil Armstrong went 

to be with the Lord 

last Saturday.  He was a great 

American.  He was a devoted 

Christ follower. 

Of course, you wouldn’t 

know about Armstrong’s 

Christian faith from the 

obituaries published by much 

of the mainstream media.  

They didn’t consider it 

worthy of comment. 

Nor would you know that 

Armstrong loved the Lord 

from the perfunctory 

tributes offered by most of 

our political leaders. 

But Armstrong’s life 

story cannot be told 

without mentioning his 

walk with Christ. 

Indeed, perhaps the 

most under-reported story 

about Armstrong concerned 

his visit to Israel following 

his historic trip to the moon, 

where he made his “one 

small step for (a) man, one 

giant leap for mankind.” 

The American astronaut 

was taken on a tour of the old 

city of Jerusalem by Israeli 

archeologist Meir Ben-Dov.  

When they got to the Hulda 

Gate, which is at the top of 

the stairs leading to the 

Temple Mount, Armstrong 

asked Ben-Dov whether 

Jesus had stepped 

anywhere around there. 

 “These are the steps 

that lead to the temple,” 

Ben-Dov told him, “so 

He must have walked 

here many times.” 

 Armstrong then 

asked Ben-Dov if those 

were the original stairs 

and Ben-Dov confirmed 

that they were indeed. 

 “So Jesus stepped 

right here,” Armstrong 

asked.  “That’s right,” 

answered Ben-Dov. 

To which Armstrong, the 

devout Christian, replied, 

“I have to tell you, I am 

more excited stepping on 

these stones than when I 

was stepping on the 

moon.” 

The secular world 

remembers Armstrong as, 

variously, an aerospace 

engineer, a university 

professor, a Navy fighter 

pilot and, of course, as the 

first man in history to peer 

back at Earth from the 

surface of the moon. 

But those who were 

closest to the famous 

astronaut – his widow, Carol, 

his two sons, Eric and Mark 

(from a previous marriage), 

his brother and sister, and 

other survivors – remember 

Neil Armstrong as a man of 

faith. 
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Directions: 

Cook apples and liquid (water or cider) in a 

large pot until soft.  Put through a sieve or 

colander.  Measure the 

pulp, adding ½ cup sugar 

to 1 cup of pulp.  Add 

remaining ingredients to 

pot, cover and cook over 

low heat until sugar 

dissolves.  Uncover and 

cook quickly until thick and smooth.  Seal in sterilized jars. 
 

So good on toast! 
 

If you have a favorite apple recipe send it to Sword Points. 

†  Apple Butter 

Ingredients: 

4 lbs. apples (9-10), cored and 

cut in pieces 

2 c. water or cider to cover 

½ c. sugar to every cup of pulp 

Salt 

3 tsp. cinnamon 

½ tsp. ground cloves 

½ lemon rind & juice 

†  The Eyes of God See It All 
 

I t ought to be a subject of great joy to all righteous souls that the world is not left to 

itself, or to tyrants: the might is with the right after all, for power belongeth unto God.  

There is a Governor and Ruler who is Lord of all, and all power is in his hand.  Have you 

not often wished more power to the arm of the man who attacks insolence and cruelty?  Be 

glad, then, that all power is in 

the hand of the Judge of all the 

earth, who must and will do 

right.  He will not leave 

bloodshed unavenged, nor 

suffer wanton cruelty and 

horrible brutality to go 

unpunished; and if the great 

ones of the earth pass by with 

indifference, or wink the eye in 

wicked policy, there is an eye 

that sees, and a hand that will 

mete out vengeance stern and 

sure. 

In patience possess your 

souls, O ye people of God, for 

“God reigneth over the 

heathen, he sitteth upon the 

throne of his holiness.”  The 

needy shall not always be 

forgotten, nor the oppressed for 

ever trodden down, for verily 

the Lord reigneth, and his 

power shall defend the cause of 

right.  
 

 

 

From a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon entitled "The Mighty Arm," delivered September 17, 

1876. Image by David DeHetre on Flickr under Creative Commons License.  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/davedehetre/4965139000/
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

 

Opening Hymn Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

Gradual Hymn Before Thy Throne, O God, We Kneel 
Offertory Hymn Lord, I Want to Be a Christian 

Closing Hymn Praise to the Living God! 

 

Lord, I Want to Be a Christian 
 

I n Negro Slave Songs in the United States (1953), Miles Mark Fisher suggests that this 

African American spiritual could well have originated in Virginia in the 1750s, based 

on this story from Hanover, Virginia, 1756: "A black slave asked Presbyterian preacher 

William Davies, 'I come to you, sir, that you may tell me some good things concerning 

Jesus Christ and my duty to God, for I am resolved not to live any more as I have done. . . 

Lord [Sir], I want to be a Christian.'"  Apparently the story fits well with the ministry style 

of Davies in Virginia between 1748 and 1759. 

Stanza 1 is a prayer expressing the initial desire to become a Christian; the others are 

prayers for growth in Christian character: to be more loving (st. 2), to be more holy (st. 3), 

and to be like Jesus (st. 4). 

 

F or several weeks prior to the 

scheduled lift-off of Apollo 11 back 

in July, 1969, the pastor of our church, Dean 

Woodruff, and I had been struggling to find 

the right symbol for the first lunar landing.  

We wanted to express our feeling that what 

man was doing in this mission transcended 

electronics and computers and rockets. 

Dean often speaks at our church, Webster 

Presbyterian, just outside of Houston, about 

the many meanings of the communion 

service. 

 “One of the 

principal symbols,” 

Dean says, “is that God 

reveals Himself in the 

common elements of 

everyday life.”  

Traditionally, these 

elements are bread and 

wine - common foods in 

Bible days and typical 

products of man’s labor. 

 One day while I was 

at Cape Kennedy...I 

wondered if it might be 

possible to take 

communion on the 

moon, symbolizing the thought that God was 

revealing Himself there too, as man reached 

out into the 

universe.  For 

there are many of 

us in the NASA 

program who do 

trust that what we 

are doing is part 

of God’s eternal 

plan for man. 

 I spoke 

with Dean about 

the idea as soon 

as I returned 

home, and he was 

enthusiastic. 

 “I could 

carry the bread in 

a plastic packet, 

the way regular in

-flight food is 

wrapped.  And 

the wine also - there will be just enough 

gravity on the moon for liquid to pour.  I’ll 

be able to drink normally from a cup.  Dean, 

I wonder if you could look around for a little 

chalice that I could take with me as coming 
(Continued on page 13) 

†  Communion In Space 
By Buzz Aldrin 

Excerpts from Guideposts, October 1970 

 

An Astronaut Tells of a little-known but Significant Event on the Moon 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uBP1_b127rs
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/b/b046.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFDqcluOStg
http://www.smallchurchmusic3.com/MP3-2010/MP3-PraiseToTheLivingGod-VocalOrgan-128-JR.mp3
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from the church?” 

 The next week Dean showed me a 

graceful silver cup.  I hefted it and was 

pleased to find that it was light enough to 

take along.  Each astronaut is allowed a few 

personal items on a flight; 

the wine chalice would be 

in my personal-preference 

kit. 

 Dean made special 

plans for ...a special 

communion service at 

Webster Presbyterian 

Church...that would take 

place...Sunday, July 20, 

when Neil Armstrong and I 

were scheduled to be on the 

surface of the moon.  On 

that Sunday the church back 

home would gather for 

communion, while I joined 

them as close as possible to 

the same hour, taking 

communion inside the lunar 

module, all of us meaning to represent in this 

small way not only our local church but the 

Church as a whole. 

We decided we would say nothing about 

the communion service until after the 

moonshot. 

I had a question about which scriptural 

passage to use.  Which reading would best 

capture what this enterprise meant to us?  I 

thought long about this and came up at last 

with John 15:5.  It seemed to fit perfectly.  I 

wrote the passage on a slip of paper to be 

carried aboard Eagle along with the 

communion elements.  Dean would read the 

same passage at the full congregation service 

held back home that same day. 

What happened, ...of course, the whole 

world knows.  The Saturn 5 rocket gave us a 

rough ride at first, but the rest of the trip was 

smooth.  On the day of the moon landing, we 

awoke at 5:30 a.m., Houston time.  Neil and I 

separated from Mike Collins in the command 

module.  Our powered descent was right on 

schedule, and perfect except for one 

unforeseeable difficulty.  The automatic 

guidance system would have taken Eagle to 

an area with huge boulders.  Neil had to steer 

Eagle to a more suitable terrain.  With only 

seconds worth of fuel left, we touched down 

at 3:30 p.m. 

Now Neil and I were sitting inside Eagle, 

while Mike circled in lunar orbit unseen in 

the black sky above us.  In a little while after 

our scheduled meal period, Neil would give 

the signal to step down the ladder onto the 

powdery surface of the 

moon.  Now was the 

moment for communion. 

So I unstowed the elements 

in their flight packets.  I put 

them and the scripture 

reading on the little table in 

front of the abort guidance 

system computer. 

Then I called back to 

Houston. 

“Houston, this is Eagle.  

This is the LM Pilot 

speaking.  I would like to 

request a few moments of 

silence.  I would like to 

invite each person listening 

in, wherever and whomever 

he may be, to contemplate 

for a moment the events of the past few 

hours and to invite each person listening, 

wherever and whomever he may be, to 

contemplate for a moment the events of the 

past few hours and to give thanks in his own 

individual way.” 

 For me this meant taking communion.  

In the radio blackout I opened the little 

plastic packages which contained bread and 

wine. 

I poured the wine into the chalice our 

church had given me.  In the one-sixth 

gravity of the moon the wine curled slowly 

and gracefully up the side of the cup.  It was 

interesting to think that the very first liquid 

ever poured on the moon, and the first food 

eaten there, were communion elements. 

And so, just before I partook of the 

elements, I read the words, which I had 

chosen to indicate our trust that as man 

probes into space we are in fact acting in 

Christ. 

I sensed especially strongly my unity 

with our church back home, and with the 

Church everywhere. 

I read: “I am the vine, you are the 

branches.  Whoever remains in me, and I in 

him, will bear much fruit; for you can do 

nothing without me” (John 15:5). 

(Continued from page 12)   Communion In Space 
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†  “In The Beginning” 

 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying Genesis 

starting September 4th at 9:15 am.  Genesis means “beginnings” or 

“origin.”  It is the story of God’s purpose and plan for his creation and 

sets the stage for the entire Bible.  It reveals the person and nature of God; 

the value and dignity of human beings; the tragedy and consequences of 

sin; and the promise and assurance of salvation.  No matter how dark the 

world situation seems, God has a plan and wants to use you in his plan. 

Come study with us and be encouraged.  To register, please call or email 

Donna Betts at 203.830.9415 or donnabetts47@gmail.com.  Workbooks 

are $8.  Tuesdays from 9:15-11:00 am. 

†  Prayer for Election Season 
A Prayer for the Human Family: 

 

O  God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: 

Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and 

hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of 

love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; 

that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 

heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 

†  Where Did You Go to Church Last 

Sunday? 
 

R ecognize these folks?  They were spotted at last Sunday 

at St. Andrew’s by the Sea Episcopal Church in Nags 

Head, NC. 

tel:203.830.9415
mailto:donnabetts47@gmail.com
http://bcponline.org


 15 

 †  Saints of God 
 

August 30th 
 

Charles Chapman Grafton 
Bishop of Fond du Lac, and Ecumenist, 1912 

 

C harles Grafton was born April 12, 1830 in Boston, and attended Harvard Law 

School.  He was confirmed at Church of the Advent - then a leading parish 

implementing the principles of the Oxford Movement - where he began seriously to 

explore his vocation. After graduation he moved to Maryland to study with the 

Tractarian Bishop William Whittington who eventually ordained him deacon on 

December 23, 1855, and priest on May 30, 1858. 

Grafton served a number of parishes in Maryland but experienced a growing attraction to 

the religious life.  In 1865, he left for England specifically to meet Edward Bouverie Pusey.  

In the following year, after a series of meetings held at All Saints, Margaret Street, Grafton 

and two others took religious vows and the Society of St. John the Evangelist had its 

beginning.  In 1872, Grafton returned and 

was elected fourth Rector of the Church of 

the Advent, Boston. 

 In 1888, Grafton was elected 

second bishop of Fond du Lac.  His 

consent process was difficult as many 

thought him too ritualistic, but he soon 

became known not only as an Anglo-

Catholic but also as an ecumenist, deeply 

committed to improve relations with the 

Orthodox and Old Catholics.  He founded 

the Sisters of the Holy Nativity. 

Perhaps the most famous event during Grafton’s long episcopate was the ordination of 

his successor in 1900.  He invited the Russian Orthodox Bishop Tikhon and the Old Catholic 

Bishop Anthony Kozlowski to participate.  The service stirred up furor across the country 

with the publication of a photograph (called derisively “The Fond du Lac Circus”) that 

showed all eight Episcopal bishops and the two visiting bishops in cope and miter.  It caused 

a church-wide furor over ritual and vestments that lasted for over six months, with 

accusations and threats of ecclesiastical trial flying from all corners, and with scurrilous 

attacks and virulent justifications.  When the dust finally settled, the legitimacy of traditional 

catholic ritual and vestments had thereafter gained a permanent place in the liturgy in the 

Episcopal Church.  Bishop Grafton died August 30, 1912. 

 † Happy Birthday to You! 

A nalee Kirner, Jeanne Hill & Shannon Palmer 

celebrate today!  Saturday is the big day for Vianna 

Schappach.  Jacquelyn Letizia & Linda Volpe will be 

expecting your card on Sunday.  Alice Keller will be another year 

older and wiser on Monday.  Rachel Chaleski will open presents on 

Tuesday.  Karen Brown & Tom Tucker will be blowing out candles on 

Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 
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   Attention Sunday School Teachers!  You can pick up 

your teaching materials from the bookcase in the class 

room wing.  If you have any questions, please contact 

either Heather Melody (203) 797-1434 or Lori O'Hara 

(860) 354-8089. 

   Reminder: Sunday School will begin on Sunday, 

September 9.  Parents, please plan on arriving 10 

minutes BEFORE the 10:30 am service in order to 

register your children for Sunday School.  If you have 

any questions, please feel free to contact either Heather 

Melody (203) 797-1434 or Lori O'Hara (860) 354-

8089. 

For more information on the work of Stephen 

Ministers at St. Paul’s, contact the Parish 

Office, Fr. Joe Shepley or Barbara Cappiello. 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

..…L’Eglise de L’Epiphanie, Stamford; St. Andrew’s, Stamford; St. Francis’, Stamford 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Marvin Self, healing and a good diagnosis 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Those involved in the ministry of education for 

Christian formation in parishes; church school and youth 

group directors, teachers, and mentors; for adult 

education leaders  
…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Everyone in the path of Hurricane Isaac. 

…..Safety for all who are in danger by reason of their 

labor or travel. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her back. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of her back. 

…..Terry Drorbaugh, grant her a share in your eternal glory. 

…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 

…..Those in the path of tropical storm Isaac. 

…..David Palmer, continued strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and 

his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety and discernment in their 

ministry in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 
 

 John 14:15,16  "If you love me, you will obey what I command.  And I will ask the 

Father and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- the Spirit of truth. 

G od of Wisdom, we give you thanks for schools and classrooms and for the teachers 

and students who fill them each day.  We thank you for this new beginning, for 

new books and new ideas.  We thank you for sharpened pencils, pointy crayons, and 

crisp blank pages waiting to be filled.  We thank you for the gift of making mistakes and 

trying again.  Help us to remember that asking the right questions is often as 

important as giving the right answers.  This week we give you thanks for these 

your children, and we ask you to bless them with curiosity, understanding and 

respect.  Give them everything they need to learn and grow this year in school and in 

Sunday School.  May they be guided by your love.  All this we ask in the name 

of Jesus, who as a child in the temple showed his longing to learn about you, 

and as an adult taught by story and example your great love for us.  Amen. 
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Christian Men's Luncheon 
Thursday September 6th 

12:00 to 1:00pm 
 

Guest Speaker: Harry Pugner 
 

Harry Is the facilities Manager at Jericho Partnership, a 

collaboration of Christ centered ministries, congregations 

and foundations serving the youth, homeless and other at-risk  

populations of Danbury. 

 

Harry serves as Men’s Director at 1st. Assembly of God Church in Brookfield, CT.  

 

Please join us on the 1st Thursday of each month for Christian Men's Luncheon, 

now in its 18th year! 

 

The Stony Hill Inn 

Bethel, Connecticut 

Thursday September 6th  

12-1pm 

$10.00 per person …...and bring a friend! 

  

1- Vianna Schappach 

2- Jacquelyn Letizia 

  Linda Volpe 

3- Alice Keller 

  Richard Baldelli 

4- Rachel Chaleski 

5- Karen Brown 

  Thomas Tucker 

7- Susan Howell 

8- Joseph Hock 

9- Cigdem Usekes 

10- Carl Means 

  Joe Shepley 

12- Kenneth Kast 

13- Carol Kirner 

  John Hodge 

  Michele Janofsky 

14- Amy Boyce 

15- Anya Gallo 

19- Jennifer Falci 

22- Katherine Szen 

  Sarah Szen 

  Shirley Jessup 

23- William Boehm 

24- Ted Koniecki 

25- Meghan Letizia 

26- Barbara Cappiello 

  McKenzie Connors 

  Mitchel O’Hara 

27- Anna Hofsess 

  Lauretta Pilcher 

28- David Palmer 

  Gary Pilcher 

  Jillian Fox 

  Joseph Shepley (Sr.) 

29- Abby Onorato 

  Beth Means 

  John Guglielmo 

30- Gina Swanson 

Please pray 

for each of 

the 

parishioners 

on their 

birthday! 
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†  Photo Contest for October Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover 

photo for our next monthly Sword.  Have fun, be creative.  

The deadline is September 21st.  Send your pictures to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Heart Obedience 
 

Song of Solomon 2:8-13 

O ur Hebrew Bible reading brings us a celebration of love in the springtime of the 

year.  The lover bounds across mountains to peer through the lattice of his 

beloved’s enclosure to summon her into the meadows.  There was considerable discussion 

about the inclusion of the Song of Solomon in the Hebrew Bible, but many 

rabbis found here an allegory of God’s love for Israel.  Following this tradition, 

many Christian interpreters perceived in the Song of Solomon an allegory for 

the love between Christ and the church. 

 Psalm 45:1-2, 7-10  

 A poem for a royal wedding celebrating the ruler’s majesty. 

 James 1:17-27 

 This lesson consists of a series of teachings on the meaning of true religion: 

doing God’s word.  Every good gift comes from the unchanging Father.  By 

God’s word of truth we are given birth and have a first place among creatures.  Purified 

from anger and all other bad conduct, we are not only to hear God’s word but to put it into 

practice.  So do we observe the perfect law that sets people free - the law as interpreted by 

Jesus. 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

In the gospel passage Jesus denounces those who find ways to ignore the genuine 

commandments of God, and he calls people to the awareness that the only evil which can 

corrupt a person comes from within.  His judgments are occasioned by an accusation against 

his disciples that they are not following the roles of ritual cleansing.  On one level Jesus’ 

words warn against the human tendency to fashion traditions that become more important 

that the law itself.  More significantly still, his teaching points to the dangers involved in 

making legalism the basis for one’s life. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

James 1:18 
In fulfillment of his own 

purpose he gave us birth 

by the word of truth 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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 September 16, 2012 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Norma Schofield 

Acolytes:  O’Hara Girls 

Lector: Proverbs 1:20-33 Pam Szen  

Intercessor:  Phyllis Baskett 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett  

Lay Reader:  Michael Kirner 

September 9, 2012 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Rich & Joyce Emmett 

Acolytes:  O’Hara Girls 

Lector:   Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Lois Hunt 

Lay Reader:  Michael Kirner 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Bruce & Donna Betts 

Acolytes:  Audrey Powell 

Lector: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 Rose Barrett 

Intercessor:  Connie Williams 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

 

September 2, 2012 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Rich & Joyce Emmett 

Acolytes:  O’Hara Girls 

Lector: Song of Solomon 2:8-13 Pam Szen  

Intercessor:  Phyllis Baskett 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett  
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Denise McCormack 

Acolytes:  Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector: Song of Solomon 2:8-13 Phil Hannah 

Intercessor:  Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

September Lay Schedule 2012 

Lectors, Intercessors, and Lay readers, please remember to 

check in before the service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

September 30, 2012 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pat Brought 

Acolytes:  O’Hara Girls 

Lector: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett  

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Dave & Connie Williams 

Acolytes:  Stephen Werneburg 

Lector: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 Connie Williams 

Intercessor:  Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova  

Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 

September 23, 2012 

Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  David & Pam Szen 

Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

Lector: Proverbs 31:10-31 Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader: Michael Kirner 

Lay Reader: Lois Hunt 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Doug Melody/Vito Barbieri 

Acolytes:  Audrey Powell 

Lector: Proverbs 31:10-31 Phil Hannah 

Intercessor:  Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

September 16, 2012 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Doug Melody/Vito Barbieri 

Acolytes:  Rachel Melody 

Lector: Proverbs 1:20-33 Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp19_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp19_RCL.html#reading
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

2 14 Pentecost 
 

8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist/ Confirmation 
 

3 
 

Labor Day 
Parish Office Closed  

4 

 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

5 

 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist   

         and Healing 

6 

 

7:30 PM Mission    

               Committee 

 

7:30 PM Property  

              Committee 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

7 8 

 

7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

9 15 Pentecost 
 

8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed 

10:00 AM  Sunday School  

                  Registration. 
10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist/ Confirmation 

2:00 PM Youth Group Mini Golf &  

               Ice Cream 

6:15 PM Vespers with Communion 

10 

 

4:30 PM Christian Caring 

11 

 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

7:00 PM Grief Group 

12 

 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist   

         and Healing 

6:30 PM Staff Meeting 

 

 

7:30 PM Vestry Meeting 

13 

 

1:00 PM Dorothy Day  

          Ministry 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

14 15 

 

7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

 

10:00 AM St. Paul’s 

Quilters 

 

2:00 PM House of Prayer 

16 16 Pentecost 
 

8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist/ Confirmation 

3:00 PM Youth Group Kick-Off 

6:15 PM Vespers 

17 

7:00 PM Stephen Ministry  

18 

 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

19 

 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist   

         and Healing 

 

7:30 PM Installation 

20 

 

7:00 PM Healing Team  

 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

21 22 

 

7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

 

      Youth Group Tag Sale 

 

23 17 Pentecost 

Healing Sunday 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist/ Confirmation 

5:00 PM Youth Group 

6:15 PM Vespers 

24 25 

 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

7:00 PM Grief Group 

26 

 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist   

         and Healing 

27 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

28 29 

 

7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

 

3:00 PM Guest Speaker  

           

30 18 Pentecost 
 

8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist/ Confirmation 

5:00 PM Youth Group 

6:15 PM Vespers 

      

September 2012 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

The stained glass with a piece of a moon rock in it (at 

the center of the red circle), at  

 

 

Did You Know ...that 

the National Cathedral in 

Washington, DC has a 

“Space” stained glass 

window with a piece of a 

moon rock in it (at the 

center of the red circle)? 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 

Mary Allen, Debbie Barackman, Donna Betts, Barbara Cappiello, Sandy Chaleski, 

Dot Crocker, Drew Crocker, Lynne Donnelly, Heather Melody, Beth Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Linda Pendergast,  Kirsten Peterson, Joe Shepley, Tara Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen & Gail Winkley. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://www.cpg.org/global/online-resources/cartoons/

