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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

Our first-ever, second annual Trunk or Treat was a 
tremendous event and our Youth would like to give a HUGE THANK YOU to 
all of those who helped make it a success.  Between the candy donations, cars 
to trunk, and kids to treat, the entire afternoon went great. 

Our lower parking lot was turned into quite the sight this past Sunday.  
There were 18 cars, and four activity stations setup for over 50 children to 
come and Trunk or Treat in a fun and safe environment.  Treats included 
candy, or course, some carnival games, a face painting station, coloring 
station, and the highlight was the ‘mystery’ station where you could find a 
prize among a bowl of brains, alien eyes, zombie 
teeth, or witches noses.   Trunks were decorated 
from the simple to the elaborate including a jungle, a 
giant cat, pirate treasures, and various other seasonal 
themes.  The cast of characters included several 
pirates, a space cowboy, a real life clown, a mermaid, 
and a monkey with his banana.  

The kids and adults alike are already 
excited about what next year might look like!  

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Daylight Saving Time Ends on 

Saturday 
 

“Spring Ahead; Fall Behind” 
 

D on’t  forget to turn your clocks back one 

hour this Saturday night, although you 

are always welcome to come to church an hour 

early on Sunday if you want (just bring some 

donuts!).  We hope is it easier for you to turn your 

clocks back than it was for Harold Lloyd in this 

old silent movie! 

†  Assistance Needed for Fellow Parishioner 
 

W ith the coming of winter upon us, one of our parishioners is in need of a 

warm apartment since her current living quarters can’t supply the needed 

heat.  If anyone is moved to share a blessing in this situation please contact the 

parish office at (203) 775-9587 or by e-mail at Stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com. 

Thanks in advance for this provision and may God be praised for His abounding 

love! 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Nov. 1 -           All Saints’ Day 

   10:00 am - Holy Eucharist 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

 Fri., Nov. 2       All Faithful Departed 

   10:00 am - Holy Eucharist 

 Sat., Nov. 3 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   9:30 am - Gardening Angels Fall Cleanup 

 Sun., Nov. 4 -           Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

   6:00 pm - Vespers 

   7:00 pm - Young Adult Program 

 Mon., Nov. 5 - 4:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue., Nov. 6 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

 Wed., Nov. 7 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Nov. 8 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hr2aj1ibVYE
mailto:Stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
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Light, Healing, RockLight, Healing, RockLight, Healing, Rock   
Dear St. Paul’s Saints, 

In my sermon last Sunday, I shared with you the three Scriptures 

that I received from the Lord during my first day at Christ In The 

Desert Monastery, three verses that sustained and guided my ongoing 

prayers throughout my week in the wilderness for our household of 

faith. 

Below you will find them for your own prayers, including my interpretation of what they 

mean for us.  Please take them to prayer, keeping in mind the two images that God gave me 

concerning our life together: that of the illuminating power of God’s Word, and the 

unchanging Rock of God’s character. 
 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. (Psalm 119:105) 

Elevate the Word by making Scripture primary as the light of God pushes back the 

darkness and what is in it. 
 

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear 
(Isaiah 58:8) 

 

Praise God at all times, even in the dark and difficult times, trusting that God’s cleansing 

and restoring light will break forth according to God’s promise. 
 

The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I 

take refuge (Psalm 18:2). 
 

In the storms ahead, look to the sovereign, 

immovable and solid character of God. 
 

These are challenging times for Gospel 

people, but God is leading us with the 

Holy Spirit and as the words of a favorite 

hymn put it: 

In him there is no darkness at all; 

the night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God: 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

Peace be with you, 
 

Fr. Joe 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

I n this sermon, Fr. Shepley shares about his 

experience at a monastery in New Mexico while 

offering insights as to what God is showing him about 

the congregation of St. Paul's as the future unfolds.  

With a look at the account of Jesus healing blind 

Bartimaeus, this sermon ties in the call to stewardship 

and we can fully give of ourselves to God. 

To replay or watch Fr. Shepley’s sermon, follow 

this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  The Rector’s 

Forum 
 

A dult Education meets 

each Sunday from 

9:30-10:15am in the Guild 

Room and is led by 

Fr. Shepley.  "The 

Rector's 

Forum," has 

started an in-

depth study of 

the Book of 

Genesis.  With 

Tara Shepley assisting, 

this class will bring 

participants deep into the 

Word of God, verse by verse, 

further extending our parish 

mission of "Transforming 

Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

†  Sandy Spares St. Paul’s 
 

W e have been blessed at St. Paul’s during the last several years suffering minimal 

damage despite major storms coming right through our neighborhood.  This 

week’s Hurricane Sandy was no exception.  We lost power for approximately 24 hours, but 

that was a minor nuisance compared to the problems of others.  As always our 

facilities are available to anyone who needs them.  That includes our water, 

electric, heat, bathrooms, internet, kitchen facilities, etc.  For those still without 

power, we have parishioners who have offered to open their homes and spare 

bedrooms.  Call the office for more info. 

†  New Diocesan 

Magazine: Crux 
 

Click on the 

cover image 

to the left, to 

read the 

current issue.  

http://issuu.com/ctepiscopal/docs/crux_october2012?mode=window&backgroundColor=%23222222
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NNN   ewsewsews! 

†  The Flock Is On The Move! 
 

O ur lovable pink friends found themselves flapping to a different beat last week as 

they spent some time on the front lawn of our drummer.  Gary offered drum 

lessons to any interested birds, but only after a near catastrophe as one of the brave young 

birds in the flock went to work with Gary on 

Friday and nearly lost a wing cutting some 

concrete.  After that, the entire flock decided to 

stay safe and not work construction anymore! 

With safety in mind, both flocks were found 

back at St. Paul’s, hunkering down for the storm 

this week.  They were thankful for some leftover 

candy from the Trunk or Treat, and we hear are 

already making plans on where to go under fairer 

skies this week!  Watch your front lawns 

everyone, you may have some post-Sandy cleanup 

help coming your way. (OK, so they don’t actually help clean up, but they do look nice 

amongst fallen branches!) 
 

Flamingo Sales End this week! 
 

T here is still time to send a flock to a friend!  Come to the flamingo table at coffee 

hour this week if you would like to sign up to flock a friend or two.  You can, of 

course, wait until you’re flocked to send the birds along to someone else.  

This will also be the final week we are offering Term Flamingo Insurance.  With 

flockings happening more often these days, it’s the only sure way to protect you and your 

loved ones from unexpected pink birds landing in your yard. 

†  Work Day Next Week! 

S t Paul’s OWN will be having its fall work day on Saturday, 

November 10th.  If you or a loved one is in need of some 

helping hands in the yard or 

around the house, please email 

us at stpaulsown@gmail.com 

or speak to Patrick or Shane 

at one of the services this 

week.  We’re primarily 

looking to help those who 

aren’t in a position to help themselves, but will 

consider all requests that come in. 

St. Paul’s OWN 

Nov 4th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Nov 11th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Nov 18th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Nov 25th  -  No Youth Group 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

November 1st 
 

All Saints’ Day 
 

I t is believed by many scholars that the commemoration of all the saints on 

November first originated in Ireland, spread from there to England, and then 

to the continent of Europe.  That it had reached Rome and had been adopted 

there early in the ninth century is attested by a letter of 

Pope Gregory IV, who reigned from 828 to 844, to 

Emperor Louis “the Pious,” urging that such a festival 

be observed throughout the Holy Roman Empire. 

 However, the desire of Christian people to express 

the intercommunion of the living and the dead in the 

Body of Christ by a commemoration of those who, 

having professed faith in the living Christ in days past, 

had entered into the nearer presence of their Lord, and 

especially of those who had crowned their 

profession with heroic deaths, was far older than 

the early Middle Ages.  Gregory Thaumaturgus 

(the “Wonder Worker”), writing before the year 

270, refers to the observance of a festival of all 

martyrs, though he does not date it.  A hundred years later, Ephrem the 

Deacon mentions such an observance in Edessa on May 13; and the 

patriarch John Chrysostom, who died in 407, says that a festival 

of All Saints was observed on the first Sunday after Pentecost in 

Constantinople at the time of his episcopate.  The contemporary 

lectionary of the East Syrians set a commemoration of all the saints 

on Friday in Easter week. On May 13, in the year 610, the Pantheon 

in Rome - originally a pagan temple dedicated to “all the gods” - 

was dedicated as the Church of St. Mary and All Martyrs. 

All Saints’ Day is classed, in the Prayer Book of 1979, as a 

Principal Feast, taking precedence of any other day or observance.  

Among the seven so classified, All Saints’ Day alone may be 

observed on the following Sunday, in addition to its observance on 

its fixed date.  It is one of the four days recommended in the Prayer 

Book (page 312) for the administration of Holy Baptism. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“…Which commandment is the first of all?  ...and you shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 

 (Mark 12:28-30) 
 

W hen people talk about their gifts of time, talent and 

treasure, many combine time and talent together, 

thinking they are giving their time and talent to their parish 

ministry.  But, don’t be confused, your gift of time refers to 

the time you give back to God.  Spend time in prayer with 

God throughout the day - thanking Him, asking Him for 

forgiveness and listening for His guidance.  Have the courage 

to trust God more and make room for Him in your heart. 

I'll never pray like 

Martin Luther...I'll 

never have the spirit of 

Mother Teresa.  Agreed.  We are not 

called to duplicate someone else on 

earth but to realize our authentic 

selves. "For me to be a saint means 

for me to be myself,"  

said Thomas Merton 
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

The Garden Tomb 
 

As mentioned in last week’s article, there are differing opinions about the site of Jesus’ 

crucifixion, burial and resurrection.  Christians have venerated the traditional site within the 

Church of Holy Sepulchre since the 4th century.  The Garden Tomb, founded in the 19th 

century, poses a very interesting study, which is supported by many scholars and 

archaeologists. 

 In 1883 British general Charles Gordon was visiting Jerusalem and staying at 

the American Colony, just outside the northern city wall and just east of 

Damascus Gate.  Contemplating the scenery on the outside of the wall, he noted the 

prominent rocky outcropping just a few hundred feet away which could have been 

the biblical Golgotha (The Place of the Skull).  Though the Bible does not say that 

Jesus was crucified on a hill, the idea was firmly rooted in Christian tradition 

because of the small rocky knoll in the Holy Sepulchre Church. 

 Gordon noted that the face of the cliff opposite the city wall resembled a skull 

(Golgotha), with depressions for the eyes, nose, and mouth, and that there was a 

tomb nearby in the cliff to the west.  In the years to follow, a fair amount of 

archaeological and traditional evidence was discovered which supported that this 

was where Jesus had 

been laid to rest. 

 The Garden 

Tomb was an 

unfinished Jewish 

tomb from the 1st 

century.  It was 

located in the midst of a garden, near the place of execution.  

Excavations in the area of the Garden Tomb have revealed 

evidence that it was, indeed, an ancient garden-not of flowers, 

but of fruits.  Also in this garden is a wine press and one of the 

largest water wells in Jerusalem. 

The nearby cliff was in a quarry believed to predate the time 

of Jesus.  The major piece of evidence that would place the 

cutting of the quarry prior to Jesus' time is the discovery of a 

number of rock-cut tombs of the Israelite period on the quarry 

(Continued on page 11) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 
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Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact David 

or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

cliff to the west of the skull face on the property of St. Stephen's Convent which is located 

very close to the Garden Tomb itself. 

Ancient paintings made before the discovery of this tomb pinpoint this as the location of 

Jesus’ tomb.  The paintings also identify a place near the site of the crucifixion as 

“Jeremiah’s Grotto,” near the skull, believed to be where the Prophet Jeremiah wrote the 

Book of Lamentations. 

The Garden Tomb fits the qualifications for that of a rich Jew of the first century AD.  

Like other Jewish tombs of Jerusalem from the same period, it is oriented toward the Temple 

Mount.   There is a weeping chamber on the left and three burial niches, only one of which 

was completed, indicating 

that it would have been a 

"new" tomb when Jesus 

was buried there.  The 

only niche which can be 

seen from the door is the 

one in the northeast 

corner which fits the 

requirements for the 

burial spot of Jesus, for 

both Mary Magdalene 

and John were able to see 

the spot from outside the 

tomb, looking through the 

door.  The women 

coming to the tomb on 

Easter morning were able 

to look inside and see angels seated 

where Jesus' body had lain. 

 Regardless of its authenticity, the 

Garden Tomb is a fine place for 

contemplation, reflection and worship.  

In a quiet garden setting, we all 

celebrated the resurrection of our Lord 

with singing and by sharing 

communion together led by one of the 

couples in our traveling group.  It was a 

fitting way to end our stay in The Holy 

Land. 

 Shalom 

(Continued from page 10) The Garden Tomb 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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†  Safe Church Training - Fall Schedule 
 

Basic training - More info here, with registration links  11/17 

St. Francis', Stamford. 
 

Recertification (laity) - More info here w/registration links  

10/27 Sat. 9-11:30 a.m. St. Mark's, Storrs; 11/3 Sat. 9-11:30 

a.m. St. Matthew's, Wilton. 

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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St. Paul’s will celebrate a 10 am Holy Eucharist on both All Saints’ Day, Thursday, November 1st & All Faithful Departed Day on Friday, November 2nd. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

The Voting Christian 
 

F or some who ‘profess and call themselves Christians’ 

voting itself is suspect.  The best known examples 

are probably the Jehovah’s Witnesses,* but some Amish 

and Rastafarian groups take the same position, as well 

as many individuals.  Usually this is based on 

Biblical teachings such as John 17:14, "They are 

not of the world, just as I am not of the world," 

that are understood as calling on Christ’s 

followers to pursue neutrality in political matters.  

This, however, is a minority view; most Christians 

feel a duty not merely to pray for our leaders (see I 

Timothy 2:1-4: “First of all, then, I urge that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for all men, for kings and all 

who are in high positions, that we may lead a quiet and 

peaceable life, godly and respectful in every way.  This is 

good and it is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior who 

desires all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”) but also to vote and 

generally participate in Civil life as a way of promoting Christian principles. 

It is, of course, true that the Scriptures were written in situations where elections as we 

know them did not exist.  In early Israel leadership was by judges raised up by God or, in 

secular terms, attracting a following in response to their actions.  Later came 

hereditary kings, followed by a long period of rule by foreigners, Assyrian, 

Babylonian, Persian, Greek, and in New Testament times, Roman.  While 

Rome and some Greek city-states had had elected governments in Biblical 

times, these had little or no impact on the people of the bible.  The only 

Biblical election (that I can recall) is of Matthias to replace Judas as an 

Apostle, and this was completed by drawing lots (Acts 1:20-26). 

 The idea of elected governments with fairly broad suffrage seems 

to have arisen in the choice of bishops by acclamation in their dioceses (as in the 

case of Ambrose in Milan) thought later suffrage was more limited.  In secular 

society some local officials were often elected and rulers were often elected but by 

limited groups of electors (e.g. the Pope by the Cardinals and the Holy Roman 

Emperor by the local rulers within the Empire).  As more broadly representative 

government developed out of these institutions, it was primarily among Christians 

who often consciously sought to establish Christian principles.  In the American 

colonies for example, we find this both in 

the Puritan/Congregational colonies of New 

England and in the Anglican colonies of the South. 

All this is a rather roundabout way of saying, “By 

all means, vote!”  It is not my place, however, to tell 

you how to vote (I’ll be glad to tell any of you who 

wish to ask privately how I am voting, and why, but 

that is a private matter and not for this forum) and I 

would simply suggest some issues to consider:  

The faith of the candidates.  Both major presidential 

candidates express Christian (though not quite 

mainstream, or Evangelical) faith; here we should be primarily concerned with how their 

religious views would translate into public life, rather than with orthodoxy as such. 

Their views on the government’s role in moral issues (broadly defined) including right 

(Continued on page 15) 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=218723716
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambrose#Bishop_of_Milan


 15 

†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

   

to life, public religious expression, marriage and family, health care, and the like.  Here 

there are many contrasts, and Christians who can take 

either side. 

Their effective concern for the poor; how will their 

policies affect poverty and dependence. 

Back in 1962 Vaughan Meader (who was actually a 

Republican) began a comedy recording with this (fake) 

campaign plug in his best imitation 

of JFK’s voice:  “Vote for the 

Kennedy of your choice, but vote!”  I would say simply, make a 

conscientious choice, and vote it. 
 Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

 * Witnesses discourage rather than actually prohibit voting, but this is their 

normative position. 

(Continued from page 14) The Voting Christian 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

R uth O’Hara celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for 

Kaitlin Conte.  Ken Perry will be expecting your card on 

Sunday.  Virginia Beck will be blowing out candles on Wednesday.  Have a 

blessed day each one of you! 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Have you seen 

our new stained 

glass window 

brochure yet?  

Click on the cover 

to the left. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/about-us/our-history.html
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

For All the Saints 
 

Sirach 44:1-10,13-14 

T his reading features one of the more famous quotes in ancient literature, "Let us 

now sing the praises of famous men..."  Here "famous men" means people whose 

piety in the subsequent five chapters of Sirach is recalled and whose character is celebrated 

as central to Israel's life and history. 

 Psalm 149 

A joyful song in which the faithful praise the Lord and anticipate the victory of justice. 

 Revelation 7:2-4,9-17 

This lesson presents a vision of those who have survived great tribulation and 

now worship before the throne of God and the Lamb.  These myriad saints come 

from all over the world and have been purified through their own sufferings in 

association with the sacrifice of the Lamb.  But now the Lamb (which is a figure 

for Jesus) will be their shepherd, and they will suffer no longer.  Such a vision 

would be a great consolation to those undergoing persecution. 

Matthew 5:1-12 

The gospel is the opening sayings of the Sermon on the Mount, words of both 

comfort and challenge.  The values of the kingdom are quite different from 

worldly standards.  Those who are to find blessing will know want and thirst, if not because 

of their own circumstances, then for the sake of others.  Those who hunger for righteousness 

will find fulfillment, but first they must suffer persecution. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

In God’s work we 

see His hand; in 

His Word we hear 

His heart. 

†  Photo Contest for December Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for 

our next monthly Sword.  The November Sword covers Advent 

and Christmas.  Have fun, be creative.  The deadline is November 26th.  

Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/Ecclus44bNRSV.htm
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+149&version=NIV
http://www.biblestudytools.com/rsv/revelation/passage.aspx?q=revelation+7:2-4;revelation+7:9-17
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A1-12&version=ESV
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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†  Thanksgiving Baskets 

 

F or the November food baskets, please bring items you would enjoy at 

Thanksgiving.  We will make up baskets for the same families who will 

be receiving the gifts from our Christmas Giving Tree.  We will need two family-

sized turkeys to be donated.  While you shop, if you could please choose any items 

from the following list: 

 Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread, Cranberry Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, 

Juices, Canned Vegetables , Pie Crust, Potatoes, Fresh Sweet Potatoes, 

Cake Mix, Soup, Paper Products/Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts. 

 All food donations are due by Sunday, November 18th.  Once the 

food donations have come in, we will need volunteers to divide the food 

into the baskets for the families.  Please speak with Barbara DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722. 

 †  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

 

Opening Hymn For All the Saints 

Gradual Hymn By All Your Saints Still Striving Tune: Nyland 

Offertory Hymn I Sing a Song of the Saints of God 

Closing Hymn Ye Holy Angels Bright 
 

For All the Saints 
 

W hat is a saint?  The Apostle Paul often speaks of hagioi - a word that means "holy 

ones," but is usually translated "saints" in our English-language Bibles.  Paul 

writes "To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints" (Romans 1:7; see also 1 

Corinthians 1:2; Philippians 1:1).  It is clear from Paul's usage that he intends hagioi - "holy 

ones" - "saints"- to mean the people of God. 

Saints are people who have been "sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 

Christ" (Hebrews 10:10).  We don't use that word, sanctified, very often, but it comes from 

the word hagios.  Sanctified means "made holy."  When the author of Hebrews says that we 

have been "sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ," he simply means 

that Jesus Christ has made us holy.  That doesn't mean that Jesus has made us perfect.  It 

does mean that Christ has made us holy - set us apart to a Godly purpose - called us to live 

holy lives. 

As saints, we are linked to each other by our faith in Christ.  The New Testament speaks 

of Christians as brothers and sisters, so we are one family in Christ.  We are blood relatives 

of Godly people from other races and nations (the blood that connects us is the blood of 

Christ).  We are blood relatives of Godly people who lived long ago - and of those who will 

come after us. 

Bishop William How wrote the hymn, "For All the Saints," in 1864 for 

All Saints Day, a day meant to honor departed saints, whether known or 

unknown.  This hymn, then, celebrates the saints who went before us - 

"who from their labors rest."  It tells how God sustained them through 

difficult times - strengthened them to battle evil - brought them light in 

their darkest days. 

And it offers a prayer for the saints of today - for us and for our 

children.  It says, "O may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold, Fight as 

the saints who nobly fought of old." 

And it paints a picture of the saints of all times streaming through the 

Pearly Gates in countless numbers, "Singing to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, 

Alleluia!"                Copyright 2008, Richard Niell Donovan 

Official Hymn of the 

Sword Points Staff 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1OaBgaMcOvM&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QxUJWRz5FZ8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weBT5FgApKY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLfC8vxeXck
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†  Young 

Adult Group 

Y ou are not your 

own, for you were 

bought with a price. So glorify God in your 

body.” (1 Cor. 6:19-20) 

This Sunday, Nov 4th, the Young Adult group will meet in the Guild Room from 7-8pm. 

We will be discussing chapter one from John Piper’s “Don’t Waste Your Life” If you are 

planning to attend but don’t already have a copy of the book, please contact Patrick 

O’Connors. If you need child care for the hour, please email Patrick O’Connors at 

oconnorspatrick@gmail.com. 

mailto:oconnorspatrick@gmail.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

..…Christ & Holy Trinity, Westport; Trinity, Wethersfield; St. Paul’s, Willimantic; St. 

Matthew’s, Wilton and all permanent deacons; the Deacons’ Council. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Marvin Self, healing of his kidneys. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Peace in the Middle East. 

…..Joan Kirner, complete healing and strength. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Randy A., healing of blood clots. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and 

relief from pain. 

…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 

…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 

…..David P., continued strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Safety, power, peace, patience & a return to normalcy for everyone effected by 

Hurricane Sandy. 

…..Walter B., a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and his 

family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety and discernment in their 

ministry in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Jaxson, healing of seizures. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 

…..Linda P., healing and regular heart beat. 

Psalm 23: "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives. 

 And we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever".  

 

Directions: 

Preheat oven to 350º.  Mix filling 

ingredients with a mixer.  Pour 

into a greased 9 x 13 pan.  Mix 

topping ingredients together.  

Sprinkle over filling.  Bake 35-45 

minutes, until bubbly. 
 

This dish is a family tradition for 

Thanksgiving.  If you have a 

favorite recipe to share for 

Thanksgiving or Christmas, send it to Sword Points.  

Ingredients: 

Filling 

3 c. sweet potatoes, mashed 

½ to ¾ c. white sugar 

2 eggs, beaten 

1 T. vanilla 

½ stick butter, melted 

Pinch of nutmeg 
 

Topping 

1 c. brown sugar 

1/3 c. flour 

1 c. pecans, chopped 

1 stick butter, melted 

†  Sweet Potato Casserole 
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†  Gardening Angels Wanted 

N ext Saturday morning around 9:30, weather permitting, we will 

be cleaning up the gardens to put them to bed for the season.  

If you would like to help, please just show up at the church.  Bring 

gloves and clippers if you have them.  Your help will be truly 

appreciated. 

And a word of gratitude to all of our Garden Angels who helped 

plant, weed and maintain the gardens around St. Paul’s throughout the 

year: Drew Crocker, Beth Means, Doug Melody, the O’Hara family, 

Robin Powell, Don and Gail Winkley.  Our gardens looked beautiful 

thanks to all of your quiet work behind the scenes. 

Please consider sharing your time and talent to St. Paul’s Garden Ministry…it’s such a 

peaceful time beautifying our church to honor our God. 

If interested, contact Pam Szen. 
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†  Christmas Giving Tree 

 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially 

struggling.  The Sunday after Thanksgiving, there will be a tree in the back of 

the church with gift tags attached listing items requested by the families.  If you 

would like to bring some extra joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the 

tree. 

 The wrapped gifts are due back to church by Sunday, December 9th, with 

the tag attached (most important!).  Please keep the maximum limit of $15-$20 per 

gift.  Thank you in advance for showering Christmas blessings on the families. 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

  

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 

Chris Barrett, Helen Carli, Rachel 

Chaleski, Drew Crocker, Barbara 

DeAnzeris, Lynne Donnelly, Bill 

Loring, Heather Melody, Beth 

Miller, Patrick O’Connors, Linda 

Pendergast,  Kirsten Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, David Szen, Pam Szen and 

Don Winkley. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

