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Dear Ones who “wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13), 

 

Driving through Brookfield one evening, I spotted a lawn filled 

with lit up plastic snowmen, colored lights and a giant, blinking 

candy cane.  It was an impressive display, but there was just one 

issue: it was the day after Halloween.  How anxious some of us are 

to get right into the Christmas cheer!  But we have another journey 

first, and that is one of penitence and preparation.  We call this 

Advent. 

 

In this time we proclaim Christ’s Second Coming, not as a 

tender babe and humble Savior, but as a mighty Judge who will end 

the world as we know it.  All too aware that we sinners tend to 

forget that all must face the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10), 

the church in her wisdom sets aside a time for facing what the Bible has to say about our 

accountability before God.  Getting ready for 

Christ’s return is serious spiritual business, and 

that is why we have purple vestments and 

hangings symbolizing penance, and hymns and 

readings pointing to “The Day” (Heb. 10:25) 

balanced by the truth that there is no 

condemnation for those in Christ (Rom. 8:1). 

 

 Inviting our children to light the Advent 

wreath at the beginning of each service is one of 

my favorite moments each Sunday, a healthy 

dose of innocent joy in the midst of a solemn 

season.  As the light, symbolizing Jesus, 

increasingly brightens our dark world each week, 

we recall the Word: 

 

For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts 

to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 

4:6). 

 

May the Light of Christ be in us all as we 

prepare for Christmas. 

 

Faithfully Your Rector,  

Advent WaitingAdvent WaitingAdvent Waiting   
 For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to 
give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:6). 
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 †  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Lo! He Comes, With Clouds Descending 
Gradual Hymn Watchman, Tell Us of the Night 

Offertory The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 
Closing Hymn Jesus Came, Adored by Angels 

Music: Regent Square  

 

Lo! He Comes, With Clouds Descending 
 

W hen Jesus made His first entrance to earth, He was seen by only a small group of 
people, a few lowly shepherds and later by some wandering wise men.  

Bethlehem’s stable birth attracted little attention and had limited immediate effect upon the 
rest of the world.  It was nearly thirty years before Christ’s earthly ministry gained much 

notice. 
 What a contrast it will be when He returns for His second 
advent, every eye “will see the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of the sky, with power and great glory” (Matt. 24:30).  
Even those who crucified God’s Son will see and mourn, as 
will people from every tribe and nation because of their 
rejection of Him.  But for those who have trusted in His 
redemptive work, the days of mourning will be over, not just 
beginning.  For the Christian, the anticipation of Christ’s 
return is a joyous prospect, “O come quickly, Alleluia! Lord, 
come!” 
 In 1758 Charles Wesley published this in his Hymns of 
Intercession for all Mankind a four-stanza text, “Lo, He 
Comes, with Clouds Descending.”  Eight years earlier an 
associate of the Wesley’s, John Cennick, had written a hymn 
with a similar text.  This present version first appeared in 1760 
and is really a 
combination of 

both Cennick’s and Wesley’s texts. 
This is an excellent scriptural hymn and one 

that should be used much more frequently when 
believers contemplate and anticipate their 
Lord’s return. 

†  Come Make a Joyful Noise! 
 

A lthough Christmas may seem far away, it is never too early to start preparing for the 
various musical activities associated with the season.  Here are two: 

Our annual Festival of Lessons and Carols is scheduled for Sunday, December 
16 at 5:00 pm.  We always put together a special choir for this occasion, and all are 
welcome (and encouraged) to join.  This service features traditional Christmas 
carols and choral anthems intermingled with scripture readings telling the story 
of Christ’s birth.  This year’s rehearsals are Wednesday, November 28th and 
Mondays December 3rd and 10th - all from 7:00-9:00.  Please let Kirsten 
know if you are interested so that she can put together a book of music for 
you! 

Brookfield’s annual Community Christmas Concert at St. Joseph’s is on 
December 2 at 2:00 pm.  The choirs of the area churches combine for this 
special event which includes a children’s choir as well as a special presentation 
by the Congregational Church’s Handbell choir.  Anyone interested is welcome to 
participate. There is a required general rehearsal involving all the choristers on 
Saturday, December 1 from 9:00 to 12:00 at St. Joseph’s.  Even if you don’t plan to 
sing, put it on your calendar to attend this wonderful community concert. Please contact 

Kirsten Peterson at (203) 775-5623 for more information and music. 

We are updating our photo directory.  Do you think 
it might be time to take a new picture?  Contact the 

parish office or one of our ever-present Sword 
Points photographers.  We can make you look up to 

date. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjn3fBTvBjY
Watchman,%20Tell%20Us%20of%20the%20Night
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTyZT4t0cGQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uL552RhQWxo
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† The Christmas Pageant is Coming 
 

w e are beginning preparations for our annual Christmas 

pageant.  The pageant will take place on Sunday, 

December 16th during the 10:30 am service, and children should 

arrive at 9:30 am.  All children will participate so we will not 

hold Sunday School or Nursery that Sunday.  Our one and one 

only rehearsal for the pageant will be held Saturday, December 

15th from 10-11:30am.  We ask that you make every effort to 

attend this rehearsal.  Children will rehearse the music for the 

pageant on December 9th at 9:45 in the Level One classroom in 

the Sunday School wing.  We look forward to seeing you at all of 

these exciting events. 
 

The Advent Brunch Following the Pageant 
 

We would like to invite the entire church parish to attend the annual Advent Brunch 

following the Children's Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 16th.  We will gather 

down in the parish hall to celebrate.  We ask that you would use the following guide, by last 

name, to help us in providing the food 

for this grand event: 
 

Last Names A-M… Finger foods, 

veggie platter, fruit platter, PB&J 

platter, or egg salad/tuna salad platter. 
 

Last Names N-Z…. Please bring 

desserts. 

Mark Your Calendars!  No Sunday 

School classes or Nursery will be held 

Sunday, December 30th. 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Nov. 29 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., Dec. 1 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Dec. 2 -           First Sunday of Advent 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

   6:00 pm - Vespers 

   7:00 pm - Young Adult Program 

 Mon. Dec. 3 - 4:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Lessons and Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

 Tue., Dec. 4 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

 Wed., Dec. 5 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Dec. 6 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
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OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessingitnessingitnessing   

thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

  

St. Paul’s OWN 

Dec 2nd  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Dec 9th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Dec 16th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Dec 23rd  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

 

Temporarily we 

will NOT be 

collecting Bottles 

& Cans.  Thank 

you for your help! 

Have you put up your decorations yet? 
 

We hope you saved a spot for a nice wreath! 

St Paul’s OWN will be selling Christmas wreaths this Sunday during 

coffee hour.  Sales will be until we run out or through Sunday December 

9th.  Wreaths are $15 each.  Proceeds from the wreath sales will go 

towards the upcoming winter retreat to Monadnock Bible Conference in 

Jaffrey, NH. 

Already ordered a wreath?  You can pick them up this Sunday during coffee hour.  

If you have not yet paid, please bring cash or check, made out to St. Paul’s with 

“Wreath” on the memo line. 

OOO   ur lovable fowl pink friends were at it again this week.  After a lazy, tryptophanur lovable fowl pink friends were at it again this week.  After a lazy, tryptophanur lovable fowl pink friends were at it again this week.  After a lazy, tryptophan---filled filled filled 

Thanksgiving week, the birds “took flight” again visiting some parishioners.  Rumor has it that Thanksgiving week, the birds “took flight” again visiting some parishioners.  Rumor has it that Thanksgiving week, the birds “took flight” again visiting some parishioners.  Rumor has it that 

Chuck & Mary Allen heard murmuring of frost bitten toes, er claws, maybe talons?  We don’t expect the Chuck & Mary Allen heard murmuring of frost bitten toes, er claws, maybe talons?  We don’t expect the Chuck & Mary Allen heard murmuring of frost bitten toes, er claws, maybe talons?  We don’t expect the 

flock to stick around much past this weekend; they will probably head for a warmer climate soon!!!flock to stick around much past this weekend; they will probably head for a warmer climate soon!!!flock to stick around much past this weekend; they will probably head for a warmer climate soon!!!   

 

Fundraising Update! 

O ur flamingo fundraiser 
is nearly wrapped up 

for the fall, and we’ve already 
raised $945 towards our 
summer mission trip.  We want 
to thank everyone who has 
supported us so far.  We’re 

approaching the half-
way point to our goal 

with just 
under $3,800 

raised already. 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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Stewardship is... ALL that we do, with ALL that we have, ALL the time.  Stewardship is 

discipleship; it is a complete reorientation of our lives toward God, who calls us through 

Jesus Christ.  Stewardship is… Everything I do after I say, “I believe.” 

All welcome!  

Dates: Jan 9 - Mar 20, 2013 

Time:  Wed    6:30-9pm  

Where: St. Paul's Church 

Dinner included 

Call the church office to 

register 203-775-9587 

Admission:  Free  
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

G ary Stein celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for 

Christopher Goodman.  Walter Wolk will be 

expecting your card on Saturday.  Leena Bernardo will be another 

year older and wiser on Monday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your 

redemption is at hand.”  (Luke 21:28) 
 

I mages of the final judgment can be scary, especially if 

we have not been faithful to God’s commands 

throughout our lives.  However, if we have been good 

stewards, we have left nothing to chance.  We have carefully 

planned our giving and followed Our Lord’s example of 

service and sacrifice.  Thus, no matter the day or the hour 

we will be ready to stand erect and raise our heads to meet 

God face to face. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

November 30th 
 

St. Andrew, Apostle 
 

M ost biographical notes on this Apostle begin “Andrew was Simon Peter’s brother,” 
and he is so described in the Gospels.  Identifying Andrew as Peter’s brother 

makes it easy to know who he is, but it also makes it easy to overlook the fact of Andrew’s 
special gift to the company of Christ.  The Gospel according to 
John tells how Andrew, a disciple of John the Baptist, was one 
of two disciples who followed Jesus after John had pointed him 
out, saying, “Behold the Lamb of God” (John 1:29).  Andrew 
and the other disciple went with Jesus and stayed with him, and 
Andrew’s first act afterward was to find his brother and bring 
him to Jesus.  We might call Andrew the first missionary in the 
company of disciples. 
 Though Andrew was not a part of the inner circle of 
disciples (Peter, James, and John), he is always named in the 
list of disciples, and appears prominently in several incidents.  
Andrew and Peter were fishermen, and Matthew’s Gospel 
records Jesus’ calling them from their occupation, and their 
immediate response to his call.  Andrew was the disciple who 
brought the boy with the loaves and fishes to Jesus for the 
feeding of the multitude. 
 We hear little of Andrew as a prominent leader, and he 
seems always to be in the shadow of Peter.  Eusebius, the 
Church historian, records his going to Scythia, but there is no 

reliable information about the end of his life.  Tradition has it that he was fastened to an X-
shaped cross and suffered death at the hands of angry pagans.  Andrew is the patron saint of 
Scotland. 

 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

†  Pilgrimage as Stewardship 
By JR Lander 

I 'm preparing to leave on a Pilgrimage to the Land of the Holy One (Israel and the 
Palestinian Territories).  I've been blessed to lead now four such journeys.  This will 

be my first for adults, as the other three have all been for youth.  But as I lead more such 
trips, I'm increasingly aware of how these are really about stewardship. 

Pilgrimage has long been a part of our Christian tradition.  
Pilgrimages to Jerusalem, Santiago de Compostela, Canterbury, 
Rome, Athens, Iona, and many other places have been undertaken by 
the faithful since the earliest years of our faith.  Other religions also 
have traditions of sacred journeys.  Our Muslim brothers and sisters 
are expected, if financially possible, to go on pilgrimage to Mecca at 
least once in their lives. 

Pilgrimages are transformative journeys.  They broaden our 
understanding of our world, deepen our knowledge of ourselves, and 
allow us to grow closer to God.  Through growing our connectedness 
to Christians who have gone before us, and to the remarkable stories 
of our faith, we become more aware of God at work in the world and 
God at work in Jesus Christ.  Through a spiritual journey away from 
the familiarity of home, we are able to see the abundant blessings in 
the world around us.  Through relationships formed with strangers 
around the world, we grow as the Body of Christ and in our ability to 
help bring about a glimpse of God's Kingdom. 

If you have not had the joy of joining a pilgrimage, do so!  A 
pilgrimage doesn't have to be half way around the world. 

Spiritual journeys can be closer to home.  But I believe that the 
reason so many faith traditions have forms of pilgrimage is because 
of a common wisdom that these journeys are important in facilitating 
our faith, our awareness of our selves, and our connectedness to the 
divine. 

Join us next year on a life-changing 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  This is 

a trip every Christian should make. 

Walk where Jesus walked. 

See a fig tree on the 

Mount of Olives 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
http://www.tens.org/blog?authorID=15
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Another Question 
 

From a parishioner: How do we select our Sunday readings, and do all Episcopal 
Churches use the same ones each Sunday? 

 

L ooking at the first part of the question, the basic answer is simple:  The readings are 
listed in the lectionary* which begins on page  888 of our Prayer Book, but there 

are some booby-traps here.  The first one is that in 2006 the General Convention (GC)† 
revised this lectionary by substituting the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL).‡ One feature 
of the RCL is that on most Sundays after Pentecost alternate Old Testament readings and 
psalms are provided.  New printings of the Prayer Book incorporate this change but older 
copies are still widely in use (including the Prayer Books in our pews).   

Even if you have a new Prayer Book,§ however, the lectionary is not entirely 
dependable:  The readings for Palm Sunday (and some weekday observances) are also given 
in the body of the Prayer Book, so that changes here were of doubtful Constitutional 
authority.  In addition, readings for the Easter vigil were not in the lectionary at all (and thus 

not covered by the original resolution) but only in the 
body of the Book, obviously requiring two 
conventions.   The 2012 GC recognized this and began 
the two-Convention process of amendment to bring 
these changes into conformity, and they are currently 
approved for Trial Use.   
 Another problem, which can affect a Sunday, is that 
the Convention resolution adopting the  RCL originally 
provided for Holy Day readings (in practice this only 
affects Thanksgiving and All Saints) as well, but was 
amended to retain the old Prayer Book readings for 
these days. Unfortunately the liturgical mafia at 815 
(The Episcopal Church’s headquarters) ignored both 
the Constitutional restrictions and the text of the 
resolution as actually adopted, and printed the Prayer 
Book with all of the RCL changes.  Then just to make 
things even more fluid, last summer the GC also 
authorized the original (1979) lectionary for optional 

use (subject to the approval of the bishop). 
From all this it should be obvious that not all Episcopal Churches will use the same 

readings every Sunday: Any church may choose either of the alternate readings after 
Pentecost (and there are a few other cases where alternates are also given), and the new 
permission to revert to the 1979 readings creates another option.  There is also the issue of 
Holy Days falling on Sundays.  In general the rubrics call for observance of the Sunday 
except for some of the most important feasts, but there is also permission to use one or more 
readings for such a feast on the Sundays after Epiphany and Pentecost.  

Even though the Church is not always consistent in interpreting its own rules, nearly all 
Episcopal Churches will choose their Sunday readings in accordance with the rules (and 
their options) that are described above. 

 - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
* A lectionary is a list of lessons or readings (Latin: lectio) appointed for particular 

occasions, or a book containing the actual texts of the lessons. 
† Our Church Constitution (Article X) requires that changes to the Prayer Book be made 

by two successive General Conventions except for Tables of Lessons and Psalms which can 
be changed by a single Convention.   
‡ This was prepared by the Consultation on Common 
Texts, an ecumenical group which recommends English 
worship texts for common use in North America; 
individual churches may or may not choose to use these 
recommendations. 
§ The lectionary as now printed in the Prayer Book is 
also readily available online. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

https://www.churchpublishing.org/media/custom/general%20convention/Constitution%20and%20Canons%202009%20final%20pages.pdf
http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/RCL_Sunday.pdf
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Son of Man, Victorious Lord 
 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

I n this prophetic lesson from the Hebrew scriptures the Lord’s promise to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah is reaffirmed, foreseeing the arrival of a messianic 

figure, a righteous branch who will execute justice and save the people.  This passage may 
have been added to the Book of Jeremiah a century or so later.  A sure confidence in God’s 
deliverance sounds forth, and Christians have interpreted the passage as a prophecy 
regarding Christ. 

Psalm 25:1-9 
A prayer for forgiveness and guidance and an expression of 

trust in the Lord. 
 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

In this New Testament reading the apostle Paul expressed 
gratitude to God for his disciples in Thessalonica and tells 
these followers of his prayers for them.  He has heard a good 
report of their faith and love and their concern for him.  He 
prays that he will soon see them again, and asks that they may 
grow in love and be established in holiness, in preparation for 
the coming of the Lord. 

Luke 21:25-36 
In our gospel lesson Jesus tells his disciples of the awe-inspiring crisis to come, which 

they may also recognize as the beginning of the time of their redemption.  The heavens and 
earth will bear fearsome witness before the appearance of the heavenly judge, the Son of 
Man.  As the budding fig tree foretells the advance of summer, so can all this calamity be 
recognized as a preparation for the drawing near of the kingdom of God.  The believer is to 
be alert, fixed on Christ’s words and teachings and prepare for the coming of the Lord. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

Psalm 25:3 

Show me your ways, 

O LORD, and 

teach me your paths.  

†  Photo Contest for January Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The January Sword covers Epiphany and 

winter.  Have fun, be creative.  The deadline is December 21st.  Send 

your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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† Greening of the Church 
 

P lease join us for the "Greening of the 
Church" on Saturday, December 15th, at 

noon.  Everyone is welcome to come enjoy 
Christmas cookies, egg nog and fellowship as we 
listen to Christmas music & share in this traditional 
time of decorating the church.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Gail Winkley, at 203-775
-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  Thank you. 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

“You are not your own, for you were bought with a 

price.  So glorify God in your body.” 

(1 Cor. 6:19-20) 

This Sunday, Dec 2nd, the Young Adult group will meet 

in the Guild Room from 7-8 pm.  We will look at 

chapter two from John Piper’s “Don’t Waste Your Life.”  

If you are planning to attend but don’t already have a 

copy of the book, please contact Patrick O’Connors.  If 

you need child care for the hour, please email Patrick 

Save-the-Date—Speaker’s Forum  
Sunday ~ February 10, 2013 

“Helping Kids to Love Their Lives” 
Join us for Tea and Fellowship in the Guild Room beginning at 4:30 p.m. 

More details to follow - All are welcome  

Please call the Parish Office, 203-775-9587, with any additions or corrections to the above list. 

Please pray for 

each of the 

parishioners on 

their birthday! 

  

1 Walter Wolk 

3 Leena Bernardo 

8 Janet Franklin 

 Mary Ellen Healey 

 Tara Shepley 

9 Brandon Smalls 

10 Joseph Bernardo 

12 Lori O’Hara 

13 Barbara Hock 

 Diane Simone 

14 Kristi Hofsess 

15 Natalina Schappach 

16 Dorothy Blake 

 Jean Letizia 

17 Norma Schofield 

18 John Skewis 

19 Rose Barrett 

20 Gregory Schofield 

21 Herminio Silva 

22 Braydon Williams 

23 Karissa Sampson 

27 Diane Hannah 

28 Sylvia Biscardi 

29 Alesia Smalls 

 Linda Cavagna 

 Michael DeAnzeris, 

III 

31 David Greeley 

 Michelle Crisalli 
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†  Christmas Giving Tree 

 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially 
struggling.  The Sunday after Thanksgiving, there will be a tree in the back of 

the church with gift tags attached listing items requested by the families.  If you 
would like to bring some extra joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the 
tree. 
 The wrapped gifts are due back to church by Sunday, December 9th, with 
the tag attached (most important!).  Please keep the maximum limit of $15-$20 per 
gift.  Thank you in advance for showering Christmas blessings on the families. 

Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

I n this sermon, Fr. Shepley speaks to the meaning of Christ's 
Kingship, particularly his claim of bringing objective truth to this 

world.  With an application of how to hear God's voice in the quest 
for truth, this sermon offers the hearer three steps toward this end. 

To replay or watch Fr. Shepley’s sermon, follow this link for The Sunday 
Sermons or click on the photo to the left. 

† Christmas Memorial Flowers 

T here are envelopes on the back table for anyone 
wishing to remember a loved one or friend this 

Christmas season with a poinsettia plant to decorate the 
church.  All names will be listed in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin.  The deadline for all memorials is Sunday, 
December 16th.  Please contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-
3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com if you have any 

questions. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  November Vestry Meeting 

November 14th, 2012 
 

OPENING: Fr. Shepley opened the 
meeting with prayer at 7:35.  Lois Hunt led a 
devotional on R.C. Sproul’s article 
“Remember Who Sits Over the White 
House” reinforcing the biblical teaching that 
the kingdom of God is right here, right now 
and the one who sits over the White House is 
the King of kings, the Lord of lords, and our 
Savior.  Fr. Shepley gave his thanksgivings 
for the Eucharist which means gratitude and 
is a sign of God’s embrace. 

 

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER VESTRY 
MINUTES: The October minutes were 
approved as circulated. 

 

TREASURER’s REPORT (Ken 
Kumerle): Our expenses exceed our income 
by $38,888.42 as of the end of October 2012, 
which is less than last year at this time.  The 
short fall is expected to be covered by the 
end of December 2012.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Joe Bernardo 
reported that the Property committee is 
looking into painting  the interior of the 
church proper.  The side door is being fitted 
for a stop which will keep it open when 
necessary.  There will be paving scheduled 
for the spring. 

 

(Continued on page 16) 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Marvin Self, healing of his kidneys. 
…..Christ Church, Ansonia; Christ Church, Avon; St. Paul’s, 
Bantam. 
…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 
…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 
…..Peace in the Middle East and Jerusalem. 
…..Joan Kirner, complete healing and strength. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 
…..Randy A., healing of blood clots. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Postulants and candidates for Holy Orders; the Commission 
on Ministry and its committees 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain. 
…..David P., continued strength and peace as he recovers. 
…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..People still dealing with damage and recovery efforts from recent storms. 
…..Walter B., a miracle of healing & the Lord's loving presence to surround him and his 
family. 
…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children & their team, safety in their ministry in Nigeria. 
…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 
…..Jaxson, healing of seizures. 
…..Bishop of the Diocese of  Western Tanganyika. 
…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
…..Linda P., healing and regular heart beat. 
 

Psalm 23: "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives. 
 And we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever".  
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Have you seen 

our new stained 

glass window 

brochure yet?  

Click on the 

cover to the 

right. 

†  Pray for the Congo 
 

T here is new violence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo), and the 
Rt. Rev. Henri Isingoma, archbishop of the Anglican Church of Congo, has asked 

Anglicans and Episcopalians around the world to join him, the people in his province, and 
the Congo Church Association in a week of prayer for peace in DR Congo. Read more here. 

Pray for an end to the conflict, an end to violence and the atrocities, that the needs of the 
suffering may be supplied, and that peace may prevail. 

Church Mission Society (CMS) (U.K.) news article & links here. 
Link to PDF prayer resource from the Congo Church Association. 
A number of people in CT know Archbishop Henri, and his wife Mugisa, personally, 

from their visits to this Diocese, and have heard of their challenges and their faithful witness 
and ministry there.  

†  New Ornaments 
 

D ebbie Delaventura  will have the 2013 Saint Paul's ornaments this Sunday.  

(Autumn Scene) third in the series. 

†  November Vestry Meeting 

RECTOR’s REPORT: Chuck Allen has 
agreed to be our treasurer starting next year.  

We will do the Alpha 
Course starting in 
January and everyone 
is encouraged to 
participate.  The 
Anglican Communion 
has appointed a new 
Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Bishop Justin Welby, to lead 
them. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old 
business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: The Mission Budget 
for 2013 was approved by the Vestry as 
presented. 

 

CLOSING: After a time of prayer the 
meeting was closed with prayer by Fr. 
Shepley at 8:25.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Continued from page 15) 

†  Bagpipers 

Did you miss our bagpipers last Sunday?  

Click on the picture to enjoy. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/about-us/our-history.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001jSlWLJB_k2lMp4Yx6nRl2Vz94n4PZS6ZolS06MIjfTxpzneyOVwO6BLjE95f2p2WcrLdC7MAp-X2T4uEvyJmkwBIhH1NCwkrBhhHOBGra9AyufuBet4LB0xtjmv8LvqtXzmUqu6wCfJzIy3B58QKG8V8g6i2jt6Nz-EtXA1FAmRm888p3yskxA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001jSlWLJB_k2nOn7_qfWBx5paHrLPmk5-5nPpTrVMhRpWDe5h0Rwv96O426nmXpA0oCY_my9gEp-5KBSPYrAmMbycGpVkxwIx8SSqBXaNYBSh8CeCyzLSHl2oub2k_btmeLnGzfb_Tn7_gkVrhmQ7V998DQyxj15wSeCZokovHOdhtpW7df5mYEqfRlmuVg3g93NfNZvNarF0Ia22VCc15ydTrPEqdKlHAVstC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001jSlWLJB_k2nPP2U5xTQdzpxVNqhpac1JywW9NnEfQW_i85WnYLwcp3XByVUiDVU5Eieb0fuDDnpr_Rwz74REaQkfZ28Bfo28QL0Gw2XUew7tNAZ8bkO1Z3xUQHzUaMxK4WRrR0RYE3PsaRhEqcaM0g==
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sptv/bagpipers-nov-12.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sptv/bagpipers-nov-12.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sptv/bagpipers-nov-12.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sptv/bagpipers-nov-12.html
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† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Sacristans for December 
   

 

Directions: 
Put chicken broth, turkey, onion halves, carrot halves, 1 celery stalk, and 1 bay leaf in a large 

stock pot. Bring to a boil; simmer about 1 1/2 hours. 
Finely dice the remaining onion, carrot and celery - 
reserve.  

Dice the turkey meat. Make sure meat pieces are no 
larger than the size of a soup spoon. (If preparing soup 
the next day, be sure to store leftover turkey meat in 
an airtight container before placing it in the 
refrigerator, top with 1 or 2 ladles full of broth to keep 
meat moist.)  

Before straining broth, remove large bones and 
carcass with tongs. Strain the broth through a sieve/
colander.  Discard the solids.  

   In a large soup pot, heat garlic cloves in the olive 
oil. Allow to brown slightly and add minced carrots, 

celery, and 
onion. Sweat over medium-low heat until softened, about 7 
or 8 minutes.  
   Dice the leftover vegetables (Brussels sprouts, sweet 
potatoes, and green beans). Add the chopped sage to the soup 
pot along with the turkey broth and the remaining bay leaf. 
Bring to a simmer. When simmering, add Brussels sprouts, 
green beans and diced turkey meat to the soup. Bring it back 
up to a simmer. Finally, add the sweet potatoes to the center, 
and gently push them down. Turn the heat off and cover. 
Allow to sit and steam for 5 to 7 minutes.  Let simmer for 5 
more minutes and serve.  
 

   Editor’s note: I did not have the leftover vegetables and 
added 1 can of green beans, drained, and substituted parsnip 
for celery.  This is really delicious and basically easy.  
Separately, I cooked wide noodles to serve with the soup. 

†  Next Day Turkey Soup (or whenever) 

Ingredients: 
2 quarts chicken broth  
1 turkey carcass, all meat removed  
1 onion, halved, plus 1 onion, minced  
1 carrot, halved lengthwise, plus 1 carrot, 

minced  
1 whole stalk celery, plus 1 more stalk, 

minced  
2 bay leaves  
3 cups dark turkey meat  
2 garlic cloves, smashed  
2 tablespoons olive oil 
3 cups leftover cooked Thanksgiving side 

vegetables (Brussels sprouts, sweet 
potatoes, green beans)  

1 tablespoon chopped fresh sage leaves 

   are Lois Hunt, 

    Debbie Delaventura, 

        Carol Gurski, 

             Diane Loring, 

                Joyce Sarver, 

                  and Gail 

                    Winkley.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

2 1 Advent 
 

8:00 AM Traditional                
                Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                 Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
4:30 PM Youth Group 
6:00PM Vespers 
7:00 PM Young Adult  
                Program 

3 
 
4:30 PM Christian Caring 
7:00 PM Stephen Ministry  
7:00 PM Lessons and  
              Carols rehearsal 

4 
 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
                Study 
 

5 
 
10:00 AM Holy 
Eucharist and Healing 
 

6 
 
7:30 PM Mission  
Committee 
 

7:30 PM Property  
              Committee 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

7 8 
 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

9 2 Advent 
 

8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                 Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
4:30 PM Youth Group 
6:00PM Vespers with   
               Communion 

10 
 
7:00 PM Lessons and  
              Carols rehearsal 

11 
 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
                Study 
7:00 PM Grief Group 

12 
 
10:00 AM Holy 
Eucharist and Healing 
 

6:30 PM Staff Meeting 
 

7:30 PM Vestry Meeting 

13 
 
1:00 PM Dorothy Day  
          Ministry 
 
7:30 PM Music Night 

14 15 
 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 AM St. Paul’s  
                  Quilters 
 

10:00 AM Pageant     
                  Rehearsal 
 

12:00 PM Greening of the  
                  Church 

16 3 Advent 
        Pageant 
8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                 Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
9:30 AM Pageant Rehearsal 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
Eucharist/Christmas Pageant 

12:00 PM Advent Brunch 
5:00 PM Lessons and Carols  

 

17 
 
7:00 PM Stephen Ministry  

18 
 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
                Study 
 

19 
 
10:00 AM Holy 
Eucharist and Healing 
 

20 
 
7:00 PM Healing Team  
 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

21 22 
 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 
 
2:00 PM House of Prayer 

23 4 Advent 
     Healing Sunday 
 

8:00 AM Traditional   
                Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                 Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
4:30 PM Youth Group 
6:00PM Vespers 
 
 

24 Christmas 
Eve 

 
5:00 PM Family  Service 
 
11:00 PM Midnight  
                Service 
 

25 Christmas 
Day 

 
10:30 Holy Communion  
          Service 

26 
 
10:00 AM Holy 
Eucharist and Healing 

27 
 
7:30 PM Music Night 

28 29 
 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

30 1 Christmas 
 

8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 

31      
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 
 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
Chris 

Barrett, 
Drew 

Crocker, 
Lynne Donnelly, 
Jen Falci, Lois 

Hunt, Bill Loring, 
Heather Melody, 

Beth Miller, Patrick 
O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, 
Joe Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen, 
Don Winkley & 
Gail Winkley. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

