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†  God Is With Us, Emmanuel 
 

 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  (Isaiah 40:1) 
 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 

As you read this Thursday morning, I will be en route to 
neighboring Trinity Episcopal Church in Newtown for the funeral of 
Benjamin Wheeler, one of the children who died in last Friday's 
tragedy.  Ben was a Sunday School student of our Warden Bonnie 
Wanzer's daughter.  It seems we are all connected to this event in one 
form or another, and the more information is shared, the closer this 

becomes part of the fabric of 
our existence. 
 As a parish, our past 
weekend worship emphasized varying aspects of our 
life together.  On Saturday evening, I led us in the 
Great Litany, followed by a time of corporate 
intercession and sharing, concluded by a Requiem for 
all who died.  On Sunday, we celebrated our youth 
with a wonderful Christmas Pageant followed by an 
Advent brunch.  Finally, that evening, under 
candlelight, through Lessons and Carols, we called 

down the tender power of God through sacred song and holy text.  Many have shared that the 
weekend offerings brought healing and peace. 

On Monday morning, on the heels of such a powerful 
weekend, I experienced personally what our Psalm (80) 
assigned for this Sunday proclaims in verse 5:"You have 
fed them with the bread of tears; *you have given them 
bowls of tears to drink."  That day, a torrent of emotions 
flooded over and through me, and I began to mourn 
deeply.  It was cathartic and necessary, and we must give 
one another permission and space to work through grief 
in all of its forms.  As each day I have leveled out a bit 
more, there are still moments when the Psalmist's cry 
comes home to me, and I ask God to help me through 

what I am 
experiencing, 
even as I do 
not fully 
understand what is happening.  May this moment 
of personal transparency be of help to you in your 
grief, and know that as many have come to me for 
care this past week already, I will remain available 
to you as your pastor, and as a resource base for 

(Continued on page 2) 
Click on the two links to the left to 

see videos of those services. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sptv/sandy-hook-prayer-service-dec-1512.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sptv/lessons-a-carols-dec-12.html
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 Christmas Calendar 
 

 

Sun., Dec. 23 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Mon., Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 
  5:00 pm -  Family Service 

  11:00 pm - Midnight Service 

Tue., Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 

   10:30 am -  Holy Communion Service 

† This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thur., Dec. 20 -  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., Dec. 22 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer,Sanctuary 

 Sun., Dec. 23 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

   6:00 pm - Vespers  

 Mon., Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 

   5:00 pm - Family Service 

   11;00 pm - Midnight Service 

 Tue., Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 
   10:30 am - Holy Communion Service 

 Wed., Dec. 26 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thur., Dec. 27 -  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

alternative forms of professional care as needed. 
The mourning has only just begun, and we must never set a time limit on the healing 

process.  I have been in touch with first responders, encouraging them to meet with me and 
other counselors in the coming weeks.  As a first responder myself from a past event, and as 
one who knows how PTSD can come back with a vengeance months later, after all the 
attention on a given tragedy has passed, I am preparing, along with the help of professionals 
and other pastors for the needs of those who have been ministering in the center of this 
horror. 

God offers us comfort in so many ways: through the Holy Spirit, through the Word and 
through each of us in Christ's name.  May we receive God's comfort in this season of 
Incarnation, where, in the words of that glorious carol from last Sunday night's service:  God 
is with us, Emmanuel. 

 

Sending Light, Life and Love in Christ, 
 

Joe + 

(Continued from page 1) God Is With Us 
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†  Not the Time:  When Being Beats Speaking 
 

By John Stonestreet 
 

I n the wake of the Aurora theatre shooting, I noted here on “BreakPoint” that 
there is a time to speak and there is a time not to speak.  For example, Job’s 

friends were wonderful in how they dealt with his tragedy until they opened their 
mouth.  When they started to speak, they - according to God’s indictment several 

chapters later - spoke words without knowledge by trying to offer 
specific reasons for the evil Job was enduring. 
The Apostle Paul was quite clear on what we are to do immediately in 
the face of tragedy when he said, “Mourn with those who mourn.”  As 
Christians, we do have many answers that the outside world lacks - 
about the source and depth of human evil and the hope of new life in 
Christ - and when it is appropriate, we ought not be silent.  But only 
when it is appropriate. 
There will be time to seek answers about tragedy - to probe the why 
questions of events like these, but Friday was not that time.  And 
Twitter and Facebook are not that place.  And yet, far too predictably, 
in the face of great grief, tragedy, and hurt - people with an axe to grind 
immediately began grinding.  And our social media tools allow us to do 
it from much more loudly and anonymously, from a completely 

detached place. 
And too many Christians joined the noise by grinding their political, religious, 

and moral axes too loudly and too early. 
Look, I’m not saying we shouldn’t speak.  We should.  And, I am certainly not 

saying we shouldn’t speak our convictions argue for truth, sin, morality, and 
redemption.  We should in time.  But immediately lobbing our political or 
theological verbal bombs via Twitter or Facebook like “This is what happens when 
you take prayer out of schools” or “It’s not a gun problem, it's a sin problem” or 
“Here’s another reason to abandon the public schools” is just not something Jesus 
would have us do. 

Speaking comfort, grace, mourning and prayer on Friday?  Yes!  
And Twitter and Facebook might be appropriate places for that.  But 
pontificating and posturing?  No.  And especially, not for the Christian. 

Why do I think this?  Because of the Incarnation that we celebrate 
next week.  God became flesh.  God, the creator of all people and all 
things, invaded the deep depravity and brokenness of this world and 
our hearts.  He did not just hand us a book to read or proclaim moral 
truths for us to observe.  He came Himself. 

God made Himself known in Christ as the God willing to enter the 
suffering of His Creation.  And, thirty some years later this same God 
walking around enters into the suffering of Mary and Martha before raising their 
brother Lazarus from the dead.  He weeps with them. 

There is a reason we’re told about the Life of Jesus Christ and not just about his 
birth and death.  His life teaches us that those made new by Christ are asked to do 
more than just speak this truth at the world.  We are asked to, like our Savior, 
embody truth in the world.  Escape is never an option for a Christ-follower. 

And, you and I will have plenty of opportunities in this broken world - and not 
just from afar via social media, but from our own backyard.  We may need to 
comfort a friend whose child has been diagnosed with cancer or grieve with a 
neighbor who lost mother or father or child or do the shopping for a family member 
at the bedside of her dying husband or drive an elderly acquaintance back and forth 
for medical treatment. 

Christians alone are able to offer a compelling hope to the world in the midst of 
great tragedy, but it’s done with more than words.  Especially poorly timed words. 

 

BreakPoint is a Christian worldview ministry that seeks to build and resource a 
movement of Christians committed to living and defending Christian worldview in 
all areas of life.  
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†  School Shootings and Spiritual Warfare 
 

By Russell Moore, Moore to the Point 

T he nation is watching, with horror and disgust, news reports out of Connecticut of a 
horrific act of violence against an elementary school filled with defenseless 

children.  While every act of murder ought to provoke outrage, there’s something especially 
condemnable about the murder of children.  I think there’s a reason for that. 

 In the hours after the shooting, 
Jewish political and cultural 
commentator John Podhoretz called 
attention to a concept most Americans 
don’t like to think about at 
Christmastime, if ever: hell.  
Podhoretz noted the heightened 
iniquity of child sacrifice in the 
Hebrew Scriptures’ denunciation of 
the god Moloch.  Moloch, of course, 
was a blood-thirsty deity who 
demanded his followers to pour out the 
lives of their children.  The valley of 
this atrocity was called Gehenna.  
Jesus pointed to Gehenna when he told 
us about hell. 
 Throughout the history of the 
universe, evil has manifested a dark 

form of violence specifically toward children.  Not only did the Canaanite nations demand 
the blood of babies, but the Bible shows where at points of redemptive crisis, the powers of 
evil have lashed out at children.  Pharaoh saw God’s blessing of Israelite children as a curse 
and demanded they be snuffed out by the power of his armed thugs.  And, of course, the 
Christmas narrative we read together this time of year is overshadowed by an act of horrific 
mass murder of children.  King Herod, seeing his throne threatened, demands the slaughter 
of innocent children. 

Jesus was not born into a gauzy, sentimental winter wonderland of sweetly-singing 
angels and cute reindeer nuzzling one another at the side of his manger.  He was born into a 
war-zone.  And at the very rumor of his coming, Herod vowed to see him dead, right along 
with thousands of his brothers.  History in Bethlehem, as before and as now, is riddled with 
the bodies of murdered children. 

Why? 
There are more factors at work here than just impersonal psychology and sociology. 

“The course of this world,” we’re told, is driven along by “the prince of the power of the 
air” (Eph. 2:2).  And behind all of that is a bloody skirmish.  Satan is, Jesus tells us, a 
“murderer from the beginning” because he hates life itself.  And he hates the life of children, 
particularly, because they picture something true about Jesus of Nazareth. 

Jesus showed his disciple John that behind the particulars of history there’s another, 
darker, story going on.  Jesus showed the picture of a woman giving birth to a child, with a 
dragon crouching before her to devour the baby (Rev. 12:4).  When the woman and her 
child escaped, the dragon “became furious with the woman and went out to make war on the 
rest of her offspring” (Rev. 12:17), and has done so ever since. 

Satan hates children because he hates Jesus.  When evil destroys “the least of 
these” (Matt. 25:40, 45), the most vulnerable among us, it destroys a picture of Jesus 
himself, of the child delivered by the woman who crushes the head of our reptilian overlord 
(Gen. 3:15).  The demonic powers know that the human race is saved, and they’re 
vanquished, by a child born of woman (Gal. 4:4; 1 Tim. 2:15).  And so they hate the 
children who bear his nature. 

Violence against children is also peculiarly satanic because it destroys the very picture 
of newness of life and dependent trust that characterizes life in the kingdom of God (Matt. 
18:4).  Children are a blessing, and that enrages the horrifying nature of those who seek only 
to kill and to destroy (Jn. 10:10). 

The satanic powers want the kingdoms of the universe, and a child uproots their reign. 

(Image Credit) 

http://www.commentarymagazine.com/2012/12/14/gehenna-in-connecticut/
http://www.commentarymagazine.com/2012/12/14/gehenna-in-connecticut/
http://www.cnn.com/2012/12/14/us/gallery/newtown-shooting/index.html?hpt=hp_c3
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T his week’s readings practically beg us to 
rejoice.  In the wake of the Sandy Hook 

shooting tragedy, Fr. Loring relates his personal 
experiences and why we should rejoice in times of 
sorrow. 

To replay or watch Fr. Loring’s sermon, follow 
this link for The Sunday Sermons or click on the 
photo to the left. 

 
Litany in the Aftermath of the Killings at Sandy Hook Elementary School, Newtown, CT  
             (written for the funeral of Victoria Soto, 27, a teacher at the school) 
 
Voice 1:   As Rachel wept for her children who were no more, 
Voice 2:   so we weep for the children who died at Sandy Hook. 
 
All:          Lord, have mercy and comfort all the bereaved. 
 
Voice 1:   As Jesus mourned the death of his friend Lazarus, 
Voice 2:   so we mourn the death of our friend Victoria (Vicki). 
 
All:          Lord, have mercy and stand beside us as we grieve. 
 
Voice 1:   As Jesus laid down his life out of love for us all, 
Voice 2:   so Vicki gave her life out of love for her little ones. 
 
All:          Lord, have mercy and help us to care deeply for others. 
 
Voice 1:  As nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord,  
Voice 2:  so may we hold fast to the assurance of your love for each one of us. 
 
All:         Lord, have mercy and strengthen us in our faith. 
 
Voice 1:  As the light of Christ shines in the darkness which has never overcome it, 
Voice 2:  so may your light shine among us, dispelling enmity and doubt and fear. 
 
All:         Lord, have mercy and lighten our darkness. 
 
Voice 1:  As you took children into your arms and 
blessed them, 
Voice 2:  so may we hold children everywhere secure-
ly in our care. 
 
All:         Lord, have mercy and make us bold to seek 
an end to violence of every kind.  
 
Voice 1:  As you told us to become like little children 
fit for the kingdom of heaven, 
Voice 2:  so may we reach out to one another in child-
like trust and joy. 
 
All:         Lord, have mercy and bring life out of death, 
in us and in our world. 
               For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
        Jeffery Rowthorn 
        December 17, 2012 

Here is a litany I have 

just written for Vicki 

Soto's funeral at which 

a friend and former 

student of mine is 

officiating at the 

Congregational Church 

in Stratford.  It was a 

kind of balm in Gilead 

just to write it.  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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Come Support the Youth 

Mission Trip this summer by 

purchasing a raffle ticket (or 5) 

for a beautiful quilt make by St. 

Paul's Quilters.  The quilt will fit 

a double or queen bed and is a 

blue and white single Irish 

chain pattern that was machine 

quilted by Eileen Barchi of 

Kindred Quilting.  It is machine 

washable and dryable. 

Tickets are $5 apiece or 5 for $20 and will be on sale downstairs after each 

service.  The drawing will be held on December 23 after the second service.  If you 

can't be at church and would like to buy a ticket or would like more information 

please contact Sandy Chadwick.  860-355-9371. 

St. Paul’s OWN 

Dec 23rd  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Dec 30th  -  NO Youth Group 

Jan 6th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Jan 13th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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The Alpha Course 

All welcome!  

Dates: Jan 9 - Mar 20, 2013 

Time:  Wed    6:30-9pm  

Where: St. Paul's Church 

Dinner included 

Call the church office to 

register 203-775-9587 

Admission:  Free  

All money to be credited to your 2012 account MUST be in the Parish Office by December 

30th.  Any money received after December 30th will be credited to your 2013 account. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Why Are There So Many Bibles? 
 

A  parishioner recently asked me, Why do we have so many Bibles?  Isn’t there one 
God and one Bible?  In discussion she made it clear that her concern was with the 

great proliferation of English versions.  About a year ago I wrote a couple of columns on the 
history of the English Bible from the Anglo Saxon versions to the King James, but it seems 
to be time to take that a little further forward. 

It might be well to start with a quick look at the Greek 
and Hebrew texts which lie behind our English versions.*  
Although we have some very early copies of fragments of 
the New Testament, and Old Testament fragments from, 
about 200 BC (still long after the time they describe) we do 
not have original documents for any part of the Scriptures.  
The inherent opportunities for error in hand-copying 
documents, and the numerous copies that exist mean that 
we also do not have a single uniform text to work with.  
Many of the differences are obvious errors such as simple 
misspellings or accidental repetitions, and even more 
serious differences rarely have a major effect on meaning. 

 The existence of 
these variants adds to the challenge to translators to find 
the best expression of the underlying meaning, and this 
is one major reason for the appearance of new 
translations.  Changes in English itself also tend to make 
old translations out of date.  The King James Version 
that many of us grew up with is (sadly) increasingly 
challenging to modern readers - a process much 
hastened by the appearance of the Revised Standard 
Version shortly after World War II and its successors 
since then. 
 Perhaps an even greater problem is the inevitable 
fact that any translation will support (not always 
intentionally) a particular viewpoint, and many 
translators will deliberately want to put forth their own 
views.  A major example of this is The New World 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures .published by the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, and phrased to uphold their 
somewhat peculiar teachings.  Although essentially 
mainstream, the New International Version was 
translated by a committee deliberately composed of 

Evangelical Scholars and does tend to resolve translation issues in that direction. 
Yet another difference arises with versions which do not claim to be actual translations, 

but rather paraphrases which seek to present the overall meaning without simply translating 
the text.  The Cotton Patch series of the late 1960’s and 
the recent The Message are both examples of this trend.  
Here the authors’† intent was to present the Biblical 
story in a contemporary, and thus more immediately 
compelling, setting.  
Thus we can see that there are many reasons for 
producing additional versions of the Holy Scriptures, 
and we may expect this to continue forever (or at least 
until Friday).  Or as John put it (21:25b), “I suppose that 

the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.” 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
* Scholars customarily use the word ‘text’ for the Bible in its original languages and 

‘version’ for translations of the text into other languages.  We follow the same usage here. 
† In both cases they did not consider themselves translators. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_World_Translation_of_the_Holy_Scriptures
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_World_Translation_of_the_Holy_Scriptures
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

†  Let It Be Done According to Your Will 
 

T he fourth Sunday of advent focuses on Mary and the Annunciation.  Mary met the 
Angel Gabriel in the town of Nazareth, where Jesus would eventually grow up after 

exile in Egypt.  Nazareth is near the Sea of Galilee. 
Mary then went to the Judean town of Ein Karem where she told her cousin Elizabeth. 
Ein Karem is in the hill country near Bethlehem and Jerusalem. 
The Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth commemorates the meeting with Gabriel 

and is part of our pilgrimage tour of the Holy Land.  Its’ dome dominates the landscape and 
stands over the cave believed to be the home of the young Mary. 

The upper church is decorated with mosaic paintings on the subject of the annunciation.  
These have been contributed from many nations around the world and uses their local 
characteristics.  

The lower church centers on the Grotto or Cave of the Annunciation, where the angelic 
announcement to Mary by the angel Gabriel is believed to have occurred and where Mary 
uttered her consent: “Let it be done to me according to your word.”  Also visible down here 
are remains of the Byzantine and Crusader churches that preceded the present one. 

Walk in Jesus’ 

footsteps. 

Will you answer the call Will you answer the call Will you answer the call 

on this lifeon this lifeon this life---changing changing changing 

pilgrimage to the Holy pilgrimage to the Holy pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land.  This is a trip every Land.  This is a trip every Land.  This is a trip every 

Christian should makChristian should makChristian should make. 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/nazareth.htm
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† Sandy Relief Donation Delivered to New Jersey 

L ast Saturday Jack Simmons and David Szen delivered hundreds of dollars of gift 
cards and cleaning supplies to John’s Episcopal Church in 

Somerville, New Jersey to assist that state in the ongoing clean 
up efforts from Hurricane Sandy.  It was a homecoming for Jack 
who attended St. John’s before he moved to New Milford. 

After their return St. Paul’s received the following e-mail: 
“I am so profoundly grateful to you and your parish !  I thank 

God for you.  I obviously received the cleaning goods and will 
deliver them to the NJ shore within the next few days. 

You and your entire community is in our thoughts and prayers 
after the terrible shootings.  God bless you in this season of 
Advent.  I pray for the Prince of Peace to rest within the hearts of 
all of God's children and draw us closer to the One we know as 
Lord and king. 

In Jesus, Fr. Ron 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

December 21st 
 

St. Thomas, Apostle 
 

T he Gospel according to John records several 
incidents in which Thomas appears, and from them 

we are able to gain some impression of the sort of man he 
was.  When Jesus insisted on going to Judea, to visit his 
friends at Bethany, Thomas boldly declared, “Let us also 
go, that we may die with him” (John 11:16).  At the Last 
Supper, he interrupted our Lord’s discourse with the 
question, “Lord, we do not know where you are going; how 
can we know the  way?” (John 14:5).  And after Christ’s 
resurrection, Thomas would not accept the account of the 
other apostles and the women, until Jesus appeared before 
him, showing him his wounds.  This drew from him the 
first explicit acknowledgment of Christ’s Godhead, “My 
Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). 

Thomas appears to have been a thoughtful if rather 
literal-minded man, inclined to skepticism; but he was a 
staunch friend when his loyalty was once given.  The 
expression “Doubting Thomas,” which has become 
established in English usage, is not entirely fair to Thomas.  
He did not refuse belief: he wanted to believe, but did not 
dare, without further evidence.  Because of his goodwill, 
Jesus gave him a sign, though Jesus had refused a sign to 
the Pharisees.  His Lord’s rebuke was well deserved: “Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet believe” (John 20:29).  The sign did not create faith; it merely released the faith 
which was in Thomas already. 

According to an early tradition mentioned by Eusebius and others, Thomas evangelized 
the Parthians. Syrian Christians of Malabar, India, who call themselves the Mar Thoma 
Church, cherish a tradition that Thomas brought the Gospel to India.  Several apocryphal 
writings have been attributed to him, the most prominent and interesting being the “Gospel 
of Thomas.” 

Thomas’ honest questioning and doubt, and Jesus’ assuring response to him, have given 
many modern Christians courage to persist in faith, even when they are still doubting and 
questioning. 

Do you have doubts and questions?  Bring them to our Alpha Course in 2013. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

“My Soul Magnifies the Lord” 
 

Micah 5:2-5a 

O ur opening lesson presents an ancient prophecy which foresees the day when a new 
ruler shall come forth for Israel out of David’s city of Bethlehem in Ephrathah.  

The prophetic poem looks forward to the restoration of the Davidic dynasty after a time of 
hardship.  In the Lord’s strength this ruler will be like a shepherd to his people, and his 
domination will be great.  The early church heard the prophet’s words as an oracle 
concerning Jesus. 
 Psalm 80:1-7 

A lament and a plea to the Lord, the shepherd of Israel, that 
God will turn away divine anger and restore God’s people. 
 Hebrews 10:5-10 

This New Testament reading describes the purpose of 
Jesus’ coming into the world - to make an offering in his body 
for our sanctification.  The opening words are taken from the 
fortieth Psalm.  Repeated ritual sacrifices are of no delight to 
God in comparison with the once and for all offering which Jesus made in obedience to 
God’s will.  So does Jesus cancel the rule of the law, on which ritual sacrifices were based, 
and establish a new kind of obedience. 

Luke 1:39-55 
The gospel tells of Mary’s visit to her kinswoman Elizabeth, and this humble woman’s 

song of thanksgiving to the savior God who has called her to be the mother of the Lord.  
Elizabeth is herself pregnant with a child who will be John the Baptist.  Even in her womb 
this baby is joyful in Mary’s presence.  All generations will call Mary blessed by the just 
and merciful God. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

God’s Word is medicine 

for our soul and the food 

we need to keep our 

spirit strong. 

†  Photo Contest for January Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The January Sword covers Epipahny and 

winter.  Have fun, be creative.  The deadline is December 21st.  Send 

your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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The Alpha Course is scheduled to begin January 

9th through March 20th on Wednesday eve-

nings. 

As a part of the fellowship associated with 

this course, a light meal of soup and sal-

ad will be served before the lesson 

each week.  We are looking for peo-

ple who want to serve the Lord by 

serving the meal to attendees on 

Wednesday evenings, and people willing to 

make a pot of their favorite soup, a pasta dish and/or salad for the meal.  Many 

hands make light work, so please consider how you would like to participate. 

Contact Robin Powell at: Robin6408@att.net or 203-775-4266 (home) or 203-969-

4394 (cell). 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah, too small to be among the 
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is 
to be ruler in Israel.”  (Micah 5:1) 

 

W e may think that the gifts we have to offer may be 
too small or too inconsequential to give to God.  

Today we are reminded that God brought forth His greatest 
gift to mankind, His own Son, through the humble town of 
Bethlehem.  He can also accomplish great things through us 
if we generously offer our gifts to Him. 

†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

† Covenant Envelopes 
 

C ovenant envelopes for 2013 are now at the back 

of the church.  Please take yours and those of 

any friends who may be absent, as this helps save 

on mailing costs. 

 Please DO NOT use the 2013 GOLDENROD 

envelopes until the new year, and DO NOT use 

the 2012 BLUE envelopes after December 31st. 

 If you do not care to use covenant 

envelopes, as long as your gift can be identified, 

an account is set up in your name and you will receive 

quarterly statements.  If you have any questions, please direct them 

to Carol Gurski, Financial Secretary; 203-775-1765.or britts3@charter.net. 

mailto:Robin6408@att.net
mailto:britts3@charter.net?subject=Covenant%20Envelopes
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 

G regory Schofield celebrates today!  

Friday is the big day for Herminio 

Silva.  Braydon Williams will be blowing out 

candles on Saturday.  Sunday Karissa 

Sampson will be opening presents.  Have a 

blessed day each one of you! 

 †  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Redeemer of the Nations, Come  Music: Truro 
Gradual Hymn Praise We the Lord This Day 
Offertory Tell Out My Soul, The Greatness of the Lord 
Closing Hymn Blest Be the King Whose Coming 
 

Redeemer of the Nations, Come 
 

O ne of the best Advent hymn ever written is Veni Redemptor Gentium was written by 
St. Ambrose in the 4th Century. 

One of the beautiful things about the ancient Latin Hymns is how richly theological they 
are.  Not content to merely describe the event in question, they give sweeping theological 
vision and delve into the more hidden mysteries of each event. 

So here we are in Advent and Jesus is coming, get ready!  Well yes, but he is not just 
coming, he is redeeming, dying, rising, ascending and reigning at the Father’s Right Hand!  
But how can we get all that into an Advent Hymn? 

Full vision - But for now ponder the theological point that 
hymns like this make.  And it is this: that no act of God can merely 
be reduced to the thing in itself.  Everything God does is part of a 
sweeping master plan to restore all things in Christ, to take back 
what the devil stole from us!  Too often we see the events of our 
redemption in a disconnected sort of way, but it is all really one 
thing, and the best theology connects the dots.  It is not wrong for 
us to focus on one thing or another, but we must not forget it is all 
one thing in the end. 

Without this reminder, we can develop a kind of myopia (a 
limited vision) that over-emphasizes some aspect of redemption and 
thus harms the rest by a lack of balance.  In the 1970s and 80s we 
had all resurrection all the time, but no passion or death. 

Christmas too has its hazards as we get rather sentimental about 
the “baby Jesus” but miss other important aspects of his 
incarnation.  The passion and death are present in his birth in 
homeless poverty, the swaddling clothes, the flight into Egypt and so forth.  The Eucharist is 
evident in his birth at Bethlehem (House of Bread) and his being laid in a manger (feed box 
for animals).  His glory as God and his ultimate triumph are manifest in the Star overhead 
and the Angels declaration of glory!  You see it is all tied together and the best theology 
connects the dots. 

So with that in mind enjoy this wonderful Advent hymn so seldom sung.  Enjoy this 
sweeping theological vision of the mystery of advent caught up into the grand and fuller 
vision of redemption. 

Among the theological truths treated in this brief hymn are these: His title as Redeemer, 
his virgin birth, his inclusion of the Gentiles, his sinlessness, his two natures but one person, 
his incarnation at conception, His passion, death, descent into hell, ascension, his seat at the 
Father’s right hand, his divinity and equality with the Father, his healing and sanctification 
of our humanity so wounded by sin, his granting us freedom and eternal life, his renewing 
of our minds through the light of faith, his opening of heaven to us. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzDzUHZlNyQ
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/p/p112.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysTAfKfI0B0
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/b/b149.html
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Speaker’s Forum  
Sunday ~ February 10, 2013 

“Helping Kids to  
Love Their Lives” 

Join us for Tea & Fellowship in the Guild 
Room 

at 4:30 p.m. 
More details to follow 

All are welcome  

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

December 26th 
 

St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr 
 

V ery probably a Hellenistic Jew, Stephen was one of 
the “seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit 

and of wisdom” (Acts 6:3), who were chosen by the 
apostles to relieve them of the administrative burden of 
“serving tables and caring for the widows.”  By this 
appointment to assist the apostles, Stephen, the first named 
of those the New Testament calls “The Seven,” became the 
first to do what the Church traditionally considers to be the 
work and ministry of a deacon. 

It is apparent that Stephen’s activities involved more 
than simply “serving tables,” for the Acts of the Apostles 
speaks of his preaching and performing many miracles.  
These activities led him into conflict with some of the Jews, 
who accused him of blasphemy, and brought him before the 
Sanhedrin.  His powerful sermon before the Council is 
recorded in the seventh chapter of Acts.  His denunciations 
of the Sanhedrin so enraged its members that, without a 
trial, they dragged him out of the city and stoned him to 
death. 

Saul, later called Paul, stood by, consenting to Stephen’s 
death, but Stephen’s example of steadfast faith in Jesus, and 
of intercession for his persecutors, was to find fruit in the 
mission and witness of Paul after his conversion.  The Christian community in Jerusalem, 
taking fright at the hostility of the Judean authorities, was scattered; so that for the first time 
the Gospel of Christ began to spread beyond Jerusalem. 

How do you serve the Lord? 

 

Directions: 
Cream butter and sugar.  Add egg, then flour.  
Mixture should be crumbly. 
Add nuts. 
Reserve 1 ½ cup of the mixture.  Press 
remaining crumb mixture in a 10-inch square 
greased baking pan. 
Spread preserves onto this, then top with the 

reserved    1 ½ cups of crumb mixture. 
Bake at 350 for 45 minutes.  Allow to cool.  Cut into      2-
inch squares. 
 

†  Raspberry Cookie Bars 

Ingredients: 
1 cup butter 
1 cup sugar 
1 egg 
2 ¼ cups flour 
1 cup chopped nuts (walnuts) 
1 10-ounce jar raspberry 
preserves (can substitute) 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Marvin Self, healing of his kidneys. 
…..Calvary St. George’s, Bridgeport; St. Luke/St. Paul, 
Bridgeport; St. John’s, Bridgeport. 
…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 
…..Peace in Bethlehem and Jerusalem. 
…..Joan Kirner, complete healing and strength. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 
…..Randy A., healing of blood clots. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Fr. Crocker, healing from recent skin surgery. 
…..Ministries to the homeless, for parishes that offer a 
temporary or permanent shelter; for the outdoor ministries of 
Chapel on the Green, New Haven and the Chapel by the Pond, Hartford; for the ministry of 
the Midnight Runs. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain. 
…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Walter B., a miracle of healing & the Lord's loving presence to surround him and his 
family. 
…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children & their team, safety in their ministry in Nigeria. 
…..Kay Tucker, thanksgiving for her healing to date. 
…..For peace and peacemakers in the Diocese of  Western Tanganyika. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Everyone affected by the Sandy Hook shootings;,victims, loved ones, first responders, 
mourners. 
 
 

John 14:1  Do not let your heart be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in me. 

†  New Ornaments 
 

D ebbie Delaventura will have the 2013 Saint Paul's ornaments 

available this Sunday.  (Autumn Scene) third in the series. 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
Chris Barrett, Sandy Chadwick, Rachel 

Chaleski, 
Sandy 

Chaleski, 
Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 
Donnelly, Carol 

Gurski, Bill Loring, 
Heather Melody, 

Beth Miller, Patrick 
O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, 
Robin Powell, Joe 

Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 

Szen & Pam Szen 

Click on the picture above for the Christmas story told by the kids of St. Paul’s 

Church, Auckland, New Zealand.  Merry Christmas! 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
http://www.youtube.com/user/stpaulsartsandmedia?feature=watch

