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†  The Season of Epiphany 
 

P erhaps the most persistent of human dreams is that we are not alone in the universe.  
We hope that life and what happens to us are not all an accident to which the rest of 

the universe is indifferent.  In modern dress, responses to this yearning sometimes take the 
form of stories about visitors from outer space or the sighting of unidentified flying objects.  

In every age, versions of astrology have 
offered the comfort that there is some design.  
By sign and story the readings of the 
Epiphany season tell of God’s way of 
salvation and its outreach beyond Judaism to 
all peoples.  Light and revelation transform 
darkness, fear, and uncertainty. 
 Christians are called to respond by 
proclaiming “the boundless riches of 
Christ” (Ephesians 3:8) and by becoming 
missionaries of this message of light.  But 
their first response is more simply awe, joy, 
and the worshipful bringing of gifts along 

(Continued on page 2) 

† This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thur., Jan. 3  - 12:00 pm - Christian Men’s Luncheon, Armando’s, Bethel 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat., Jan. 5 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun., Jan. 6 - The Epiphany 

  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  4:30 pm - Youth Group 

  6:00 pm - Vespers  

  7:00 pm - Young Adult Program 

Mon., Jan. 7 - 4:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue., Jan. 8 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

Wed., Jan. 9 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

  6:30 pm - Alpha Course 

Thur.,Jan. 10  -  1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
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Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

with the Magi. 
As with gladness men of old 
 did the guiding star behold;… 
As they offered gifts more rare 
 at that manager rude and bare; 
so may we with holy joy, 
 pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 
 Christ! To thee, our heavenly King. 
    (The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 119) 
The readings of the Epiphany season 

emphasize what God has done in and through 
Jesus.  The star shines and we rejoice in 
stories of his nativity and baptism.  He is 
God’s beloved and chosen one to bring the forgiveness of sins and “light to the Gentiles.”  
We hear stories of his teaching, miracles, and acts of healing.  As the prophets foretold, we 
learn who he is, and we come at the end of the season of Epiphany (that means literally 
“shining upon”) to glimpse his transfiguration in glory.  He is “the light of the world” (John 
9:5) who causes the heart to “thrill and rejoice” (Isaiah 60:5) and brings “Exceeding great 
joy” (Matthew 2:10), and new “boldness and confidence” (Ephesians 3:12) in the 
relationship with God and all creation.    - Frederick Borsch 

(Continued from page 1) Epiphany 
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The Alpha Course 

All welcome!  

Dates: Jan 9 - Mar 20, 2013 

Time:  Wed    6:30-9pm  

Where: St. Paul's Church 

Dinner included 

Call the church office to 

register 203-775-9587 

Admission:  Free  

R umor has it, and it has been confirmed, that Joe Bernardo has set a perfect 

attendance record for 2012.  We thought Sword Points readers should know!  

Alpha sta
rts 

next 

Wednesday.  A
re 

you sig
ned up? 
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T he Alpha Course is scheduled to begin 

January 9th through March 20th on 

Wednesday evenings. 

As a part of the fellowship associated with 

this course, a light meal of soup and sal-

ad will be served before the lesson 

each week.  We are looking for peo-

ple who want to serve the Lord by 

serving the meal to attendees on 

Wednesday evenings, and people willing to 

make a pot of their favorite soup, a pasta dish and/or salad for the meal.  Many 

hands make light work, so please consider how you would like to participate. 

Contact Robin Powell at: Robin6408@att.net or 203-775-4266 (home) or 203-969-

4394 (cell). 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“…the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners in the 

promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.”        (Ephesians 3:6) 

T his Sunday we celebrate the fact that Christ came to all of us, not just the 

Hebrews.  He made us all one body with Him.  Because God has given us 

different gifts, we all have different yet equally valuable roles to play in the Body 

of Christ.  If one of us does not play his or her role the whole body suffers.  How 

will you play your role this year? 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

January 6th 
 

The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

T he name “Epiphany” is 
derived from a Greek word 

meaning “manifestation” or 
“appearing.”  Anglican Prayer Books 
interpret the word with an alternative 
title, “The Manifestation of Christ to 
the Gentiles.”  The last phrase, of 
course, is a reference to the story of 
the Wise Men from the East. 

A Christian observance on January 6 is 
found as early as the end of the second century 
in Egypt.  The feast combined 
commemorations of the visit of the Magi, led 
by the star of Bethlehem; the Baptism of Jesus in the waters of the River Jordan; and Jesus’ 
first recorded miracle, the changing of water into wine at the marriage of Cana of Galilee - 
all thought of as manifestations of the incarnate Lord. 

The Epiphany is still the primary Feast of the Incarnation in Eastern Churches, and the 
three-fold emphasis is still prominent.  In the West, however, including Anglican Churches, 
the story of the Wise Men has tended to overshadow the other two events.  Modern 
lectionary reform, reflected in the 1979 Prayer Book, has recovered the primitive trilogy, by 
setting the event of the Baptism as the theme of the First Sunday after the Epiphany in all 
three years, and by providing the story of the Miracle at Cana as the Gospel for the Second 
Sunday after the Epiphany in Year C. 

mailto:Robin6408@att.net
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

January 3rd 
 

William Passavant 
Prophetic Witness, 1894 

 

W illiam Passavant was a Pennsylvania Lutheran pastor 
who left an uncommonly rich legacy of service.  He 

was driven by a desire to see the consequences of the Gospel 
worked out in practical ways in the lives of people in need.  For 
Passavant, the church’s commitment to the Gospel must not be 
spiritual only.  It must be visible.  For him, it was essential that 
Gospel principles were worked out in clear missionary actions. 

Passavant was a parish pastor at heart and served in that 
capacity for much of his ministry even while pursing other 
duties.  Passavant was the founder of numerous hospitals, 
orphanages, and other charitable organizations, principally in 
Western Pennsylvania, but the reach of his efforts extended from 
Boston and New York in the east to Chicago and Milwaukee in 
the mid-west.  Many of these institutions continue to this day. 

On a visit to Germany, Passavant came into contact with 
Theodor Fliedner, the founder of the reconstituted deaconess 
movement among German Lutherans, and in 1849 he invited 
Fliedner to come to Pittsburgh and bring four of his deaconesses to serve in the hospital 
there.  A year later, in 1850, the first American Lutheran deaconess was consecrated by 
Passavant and thus began the renewed deaconess movement among American Lutherans. 

Passavant also knew the importance of education and was the founder of a number of 
church schools scattered across the mid-west, principal among these being Thiel College, a 
Lutheran-affiliated college in Greenville, Pennsylvania. 

In addition to his charitable, philanthropic, and educational work, and his guidance of 
the early years of the deaconess movement, Passavant was also a cutting-edge 
communicator of his time.  He founded two church newspapers, The Missionary and The 
Workman, both designed to interpret the church’s mission, in consonance with the Lutheran 
confessions, for the purpose of provoking the desire of the faithful toward loving service to 
those in need without concern for race, color, creed, or national origin.  Later generations of 
Lutheran communicators look to Passavant as one of the trailblazers of their vocation. 

Passavant died on January 3, 1894. 

†  Here We Grow Again 
 

L ast Sunday at the 10:30 am service we 
welcomed to St. Paul’s through the 

sacrament of baptism, Anthony Carmen 
Varbero.  He is the son of Anthony and Lisa 
Varbero 
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

I n this sermon, Fr. Shepley introduces us to John the 
Evangelist as a person while describing his extension 

of ministry through his various books of the Bible.  The 
theme of "believe" throughout the Gospel of John and how 
God brings us new life is the heart of this sermon. 

To replay or watch Fr. Shepley’s sermon, follow this link for 
The Sunday Sermons or click on the photo to the left. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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H ey Youth!  Has all this talk about the Alpha course got you wondering what 

the big deal is?  Are you thinking about going to Alpha, but can’t commit to 

another weeknight event? 

Starting Sunday, January 6th, our regular Youth Group time will be transformed 

into the Youth Alpha program.  We’ll go through the same content as the adult 

version of the course, but we make sure it’s relevant to you, and you 

have the chance to ask the questions you want. 

 How is this different from Youth Group?  It’s not really all that 

different - but, it’s a great way to invite a friend who you’ve been 

wanting to ask to come to Youth Group.  The program runs for about 

three months, so your friends can feel safe knowing that they aren’t 

‘locked-in’ to a new program. 

 In order to get the most out of the next few months, we encourage 

you to re-commit to Youth Group during the Youth Alpha program.  

You get more out of the program when you’re there regularly.  So, 

mark your calendars for 4:30 on Sundays and we’ll see you then! 

Monadnock is (almost) here! 

O ur winter retreat to Monadnock Bible Conference in Jaffrey, 
NH will be February 22nd – 24th.  All youth grades 6-12 are 

invited to attend.  If you have not already registered, please let us know 
by January 13th if you would like to go.  There are still spots open! 

We need one more adult! 
We already have three adults going on the retreat, but due to 

housing requirements, 
we’re in need of one 
more female adult. If 
you’re over 21 and 
interested in going for 
the weekend, please 
email us at 
stpaulsown@gmail.com 

St. Paul’s OWN 

Jan 6th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Jan 13th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Jan 20th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Jan 27th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

 

mailto:stpaulsown@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Receiving Communion in other Churches 

 

A  parishioner asked me recently about receiving communion in other (non-Anglican) 
churches, particularly when the situation arises at a wedding or funeral.   There are 

three considerations here: what does one’s own informed conscience suggest, what is 
Episcopal Church policy, and what is the other church’s policy?  In each of these instances 
there may be different answers for different churches. 

Informed conscience is the result of careful examination of any moral question (and I do 
consider this question a moral one) in the light of Scripture, Reason, and Tradition (i.e. the 
‘voice of the Church).  The Scriptures do not speak directly to this situation except to point 
out that the first division in the church resulted from different reactions to our Lord’s 
discussion of eating his flesh.*  Unfortunately Christians have 
continued to be divided by their different understanding of what the 
Sacrament means, and I would suggest that at least a minimal 
agreement that the Eucharist involves spiritually receiving Christ’s 
actual Body and Blood should be a major consideration in 
receiving the Sacrament.  Anglicans can differ greatly as to how 
this happens, but nearly all agree that it does happen; Lutherans, 
Roman Catholics, Orthodox and other Eastern Christians are each 
more consistent among themselves (though not so much so with 
each other) as to how this happens, but these and several other 
Reformed Churches do share this basic understanding.  As I understand the Baptist tradition, 
however, Communion is more an occasion for reflecting on Christ’s death and resurrection, 

and its significance for us, rather than one for receiving him, and some of the 
more radical early reformers seem to have taken this view also.  It might be 
noted that the Churches which differ most from us in understanding the 
Sacrament are also the ones which are least likely to include a Eucharist at 
such events as a wedding or funeral; but the question could also apply to a 
Sunday visit when communion could be offered. 
 Historically, Anglican teaching on receiving communion in other 
churches has been centered on church to church agreements of 

intercommunion.  In this country such agreements exist between the Episcopal Church and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church,† and between us and the Moravian Brethren.  I know of 
no formal prohibition, however, for our members to receive the sacrament in other Christian 
bodies so in many cases it becomes a matter of conscience. 

Finally there is the issue of the other churches’ policy.  Unfortunately some of those 
churches which are most in agreement with us about the Sacrament are also the ones which 
are most opposed to intercommunion generally.  Roman Catholic priests will nearly always 
announce at a wedding or funeral mass that Christians of 
other churches should receive the sacrament in their own 
church - though in practice some priests are open to 
overlooking this  rule.  (I have been told of one RC Priest at 
a wedding where the groom was an Episcopalian making 
the announcement in such a way that the bride’s family was 
sure he was saying the usual thing while the groom’s 
family was equally sure he was inviting them to receive 
communion and did so.)  The Orthodox churches take a 
similar view, and, as noted, the Missouri Synod Lutherans 
also do.  Many other Protestants tend generally to welcome 
visitors to receive, though there are exceptions.  Usually 
there will be some form of spoken or written statement to 
provide guidance, and when there is not, a visitor should feel free to make his own 
conscientious decision. 

In closing I will say that my usual practice is only to receive communion in churches 
where there is either an intercommunion arrangement or clearly a general agreement about 
the nature both of the sacrament and of the ministry, as well as an openness on the part of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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No January Meeting: All committee 
activities seem to be on track. 

Food Pantry Deliveries: Joyce Sarver 
has been making the monthly deliveries to 
the area food pantries and they are gratefully 
received. 

Dorothy Day: Is well 
manned and supplied, 
thanks to some 
miracles and good 
planning by Barbara 
DeAnzeris.  
Join them next 
Thursday at the 
Dorothy Day 
Hospitality 
House in 
Danbury at 1 
pm to help 
out. 

Salvation 
Army: Raised 
$8,155.50 with 
the 14th annual 
Kettle Program at the 
various Brookfield 
churches. 

Kasula Bible College: 
African Bishop Sadak Makaya 
will be coming to the United States.  He will 
be the speaker at the Diocese Mission 
Conference on March 2, 2013.  He will be 
visiting St. Paul’s on March 3rd at which time 
we will have a “benefit breakfast” (between 

services) in his honor as well as to assist  the 
Bishop with travel expenses.  Anyone 
interested in helping work the breakfast 
should contact Don Winkley. 

 

Next Meeting: Thursday, Feb 7th. 
 

Missions Sponsored by St. 
Paul’s: 
Ability Beyond Disability, 

Christian 
Counseling Center, 

Community Coffee 
House, 
Dorothy Day 

Hospitality 
House, 
Emergency 
Mission 

Needs, Faith 
Alive, Food 
Basket and 

certificates. 
Giving Tree, 
Habitat for 

Humanity, Hope 
Line, Huguenot 
Fellowship, Kasulu 

Bible College (Internet and 
College), Jericho Project, 

Monadonock Bible Conference,, 
Salvation Army (local and national), Serving 
in Missions (Kelly and Tim Malloy), Trinity 
Seminary, Youth Challenge, St. Paul’s 
Missionaries. 

†  Mission Committee Update 
January, 2013 

†  Announcement Deadlines 

F or the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the 
preceding Monday  to bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword 

Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 
stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

the host church to having visitors take the sacrament.  
When traveling in Italy I have occasionally asked and 
received permission to take Sunday Communion in RC 
churches when there was no Anglican congregation in 
the area, but otherwise avoid this out of respect for their 
policy even though I might not share it.  I realize that 
this is not a definite answer, but I hope it does provide 
some guidance in making a decision. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
* This occurs in John 6:60-69 where many of the disciples stop following Jesus. 
† Other Lutheran bodies are not part of this agreement, some are more open to sharing than others, 

the Missouri Synod tends not to share even with other Lutherans. 

(Continued from page 8) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Sword  Points 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=224176195
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Directions: 
Grind the almonds with ¼ cup of sugar in a food processor or blender.  Use a fork to 

mix the butter and sugar together in a bowl until thoroughly blended.  Beat in the eggs 
(saving a tablespoon of egg to glaze the top) and the 
extract.  Sift together the flour and baking powder 
into the egg mixture.  Stir in the sugar-almond mix, 
the raisins or currants and any fortunes (beans, 
dimes, thimbles). 
 Turn dough onto a 
greased cookie sheet 
(use the paper from 
the butter to grease 
the sheet).  Pat the 
dough flat into a ½” 
circle.  Spread the 

reserved beaten egg on the top of the cake.  Bake at 
350˚ for 20 minutes.  Serves 12. 

Note:  Three King’s Cake is a European tradition.  
The significance of the hidden fortune varies.  A hidden dime might signify wealth in 
the coming year.  The finders of two dry beans might become king and queen of the 

Epiphany party. 

†  Three Kings Cake 

Ingredients: 
½ c. blanched almonds 
1 c. sugar 
6 T. soft butter (save wrapper) 
1 tsp. vanilla or almond extract 
2 eggs, lightly beaten 
2 T. raisins or currants 
1 ¼ c. flour 
1 ½ tsp. baking powder 
Beans, dimes or thimbles 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

“The Light of the World” 
 

 Isaiah 60:1-6 

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet envisions the end of exile and the glorious 
restoration of Jerusalem.  Although darkness covers the earth, the Lord will be a light 

making God’s people shine.  To this radiance shall come the nations.  Rich treasures will be 
brought from afar to honor God. 

 Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 
The psalm asks that God endow the king with 

compassionate justice and righteousness, and that his reign 
may extend over all nations and throughout all generations. 

 Ephesians 3:1-12 
Here is set forth the great theme of Paul’s apostolic 

commission: the revealed mystery that Christ’s salvation 
extends beyond Judaism to include all peoples.  The apostle is 
near the end of his ministry and in prison at the time of the 
writing of this letter.  Now it is recognized as God’s eternal 
purpose that the Gentiles are to be members of the same body.  The wisdom of God is made 
known through the church even in transcendental realms. 

 Matthew 2:1-12 
Our gospel is the story of the wise men from the east, who, guided by a star, come to 

worship the child born to be king.  Despite the wicked plotting of Herod, the Magi are able 
to bring their gifts to Jesus without betraying his exact location.  Early Christians found in 
the rich symbolism and motifs of the story the fulfillment of both Hebrew scripture 
prophecy and the dreams of many peoples.  The meaning of this birth, amid terrifyingly 
human circumstances, enlightens and transcends human history. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

“The soul can do without 

everything except the word of 

God, without which none at all 

of its wants are provided for.”  

― Martin Luther 

†  Photo Contest for February Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The February Sword covers Ash 

Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.  Be creative.  The deadline is January 

25th.  Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/29874.Martin_Luther
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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Speaker’s Forum  
Sunday ~ February 10, 2013 

“Helping Kids to Love Their Lives” 
Join us for Tea & Fellowship in the Guild Room at 4:30 p.m. 

More details to follow - All are welcome  

 † Happy Birthday to You! 

D anielle Falci celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for 

Cathy Schrull & Heidi Pinheiro.  Kimberley Stein 

will be blowing out candles on Saturday.  Monday 

Michael Richmond & Nicholas Janofsky will be opening 

presents.  David Franklin will be expecting your card on Wednesday.  

Have a blessed day each one of you! 

 †  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn We Three Kings of Orient Are 
Gradual Hymn The Light of Christ  
Offertory I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

Closing Hymn As With Gladness Men of Old 
 

As With Gladness Men of Old 
 

W illiam Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) may have written two of our Christmas hymns 
on the same day, Epiphany Day, 1859. (Jan. 6 the day usually associated with the 

arrival of the Magi to see Jesus).  Right before his 23rd birthday he was sick for a prolonged 
time and had to rest.  It was during this time that Dix began a careful 
study of the New Testament.  On Epiphany Day he came to the 
verses in Matthew 2:1-12.  After studying he went to his parents and 
commented: " This business of three kings from the orient just is not 
true.  It is merely part of the tradition that grew up around the birth 
of Our Lord and has no Biblical basis whatsoever."  Then he 
preceded to read to them the new hymn he had just written, "As with 
Gladness Men of Old."  He wrote that the visitors were men instead 
of wise men, Magi or Kings.  Also later he remembered that the 
visitors came to the house were Jesus lay and so changed his words 
to read, "As with joyful steps they sped to the Savior's lowly bed." 
Taking Matthew 1: 1-12 as his theme for stanzas 1-3, Dix likens the 
journey of the wise men who came to worship the Christ to our own 
Christian pilgrimage.  The pattern of these stanzas is "as they go so 
may we."  Stanzas 4 and 5 are a prayer that our journey on the 

"narrow way" may bring us finally to glory where Christ is the light (Rev. 21:23) and where 
we may perfectly sing his praise. 

Most British hymn writers in the nineteenth century were clergymen, but Dix was a 
notable exception.  Trained in the business world, he became the manager of a marine 
insurance company in Glasgow, Scotland.  He knew the rigors of travel in the late 19th 
century and the joy of bringing gifts from far-off places.  Yet in this text he does not focus 
on the costliness of the Magi's gifts but rather that the Magi found what they sought and 
their worship of the Christ child. 

Dix published various volumes of his hymns, such as Hymns of Love and Joy (1861) 
and Altar Songs: Verses on the Holy Eucharist (1867).  A number of his texts were first 
published in Hymns Ancient and Modern (1861).  In addition to the two printed in the 
Psalter Hymnal (also 406), another popular hymn by Dix is "What Child Is This." 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8mjRxkMBkE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ZYr0D7_GWs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QISk0oYYpuk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IakAMPoK9Dk
http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?go=Go&q=Matthew+1
http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?go=Go&q=Rev.+21%3A23
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Marvin Self, healing of his kidneys. 
…..Grace Church, Broad Brook; St. Paul’s, Brookfield; Trinity, Brooklyn. 

…..Peace in Bethlehem, Jerusalem and the Middle East. 

…..Joan Kirner, complete healing and strength. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..Randy A., healing of blood clots. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Fr. Crocker, healing from recent skin surgery. 
…..The Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services 
(IRIS), New Haven, and those they serve. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..Protection and encouragement of the growing number of underground churches in 
Afghanistan. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain. 
…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Walter B., freedom from pain and suffering. 
…..Christine W. and her daughters in Germany as they adjust to their new life.  
…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children & their team, safety in their ministry in Nigeria. 
…..Carol, a quick recovery. 
…..A young couple that needs provision, employment, and a place to live within range of 
St. Paul's. 
…..Kay Tucker, thanksgiving for her healing to date. 
…..An increase in business for Walter. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

John 15:5 "I am the vine.  You are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, he 
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

B enjamin Wheeler, a Cub Scout, was one of those killed in the Sandy Hook tragedy.  

Benjamin's family asked that there be Boy Scouts at his funeral.  The call went out 

to all the troops in the area.  St. Paul’s Troop 5 Eagle Scouts pictured below, Jason Schilb, 

Kevin Schulz, Dan Flood and Christian Ball represented all of Troop 5 at the funeral.  We 

can be proud of them for serving in this capacity.  Thanks, Eagle Scouts!  
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so some have unwittingly entertained angels. 

Hebrews 13:2 

  

† John Up Next for Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 

T he Tuesday Ladies Bible Study will begin studying the 

Gospel of John starting on January 29th at 9:15 am.  The 

Gospel of John is an account of the public ministry of Jesus.  It 

begins with the witness and affirmation by John the Baptist and 

concludes with the death, burial, resurrection, and post-

resurrection appearances of Jesus.  Workbooks will be $10.  

Tuesdays 9:15  - 11:00 am. 

† Annual Meeting On January 27th 

N otice is hereby given of the 229th 

Annual Parish Meeting of Saint Paul’s 

Church, 174 Whisconier Road, Brookfield, 

Connecticut, on Sunday, January 27th, 2013, in 

the Parish Hall, at 9:00 am.  The Rector will 

make appointments and elections will be held 

for various Vestry positions.  Nominations may 

be made from the floor at the meeting.  

Communicant members of the parish over 

sixteen years of age are eligible to vote at the 

Annual Parish Meeting. 

There will be the traditional Holy 

Communion service at 8:00 am and the Family Holy Communion Service at 10:30 am.  

Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time at 10:30 am. There will be no 9:15 

am Rector’s Forum. 

Prior to the meeting we will have a parish brunch. 

Sacristans 

for 

January 

are Betty 

Gardner, 

Joyce 

Sarver, 

and Gail 

Winkley. 

  

† Eternal Rest 

T wo people who 

have been in our 

prayers for a lengthy time 

recently died.  Click on 

their names for links to 

obituaries for Peggy Bauer 

and Doug Azzarito. 

Prayer is a path 

where there is none.~ 

Noah Benshea 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Baptist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_appearances_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_appearances_of_Jesus
http://www.navigatorjournal.com/obituaries/article_e9e2eb0c-4f17-11e2-b7a2-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newstimes/obituary.aspx?n=douglas-azzarito&pid=162017156#fbLoggedOut
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Two Boy Scout Earn Their Eagle Awards in a Double Ceremony  
 

C hristian Ball (left) and Daniel Dana Flood II (right), members of Boy Scout Troop 5 
which meets at St. Paul’s, were presented with their Eagle Awards at a ceremony 

held at the Brookfield Library on 
December 16th.  The Eagle Award is the 
highest rank given by the Boy Scouts of 
America.  The award is only presented to 
scouts who have attained the necessary 
merit badges, have demonstrated 
leadership within their troop, and have 
completed a very rigorous Eagle Project.  
Both are 2012 graduates of Brookfield 
High School. 
 Mr. Flood’s service project has been to 
provide a professional grade practice 
bullpen pitching and catching area at 
Huckleberry Hill School, Brookfield. 
 Mr. Ball’s project created a public 
awareness campaign highlighting the 
severe problem in the bat population in the 

Northeast, caused by a “white nose” fungus disease that is decimating the species, and 
hopefully we will see a resurgence in the bat species here in Connecticut. 

A re you missing something 
off the front of your car?  

We found this license plate in 
a snow bank after services last 
Sunday.  You may reclaim it in 

the Parish 
Office. † It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
Chris 

Barrett, 
Drew 

Crocker, 
Lynne Donnelly, 
Carol Gurski, Bill 

Loring, Beth Miller, 
Patrick O’Connors, 
Linda Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 

Robin Powell, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 

Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
Don Winkley & 
Gail Winkley. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

