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W hile I was just beginning my freshman year in college, a fraternity brother of mine 

shared that he had just joined “Campus Crusade for Christ.”  As a nominal 

Episcopalian, I was, well, not sure what to think.  Perhaps I should have showed open disdain 

to guarantee that I would be left alone by this group, for my fair-mindedness and nods of polite 

affirmation (translated, “that’s great for you, but for me, no thanks”) soon gave way to a group 

of “Crusaders” periodically showing up at my door, waving to me from across the quad and 

endlessly inviting me to their prayer gatherings.  I never showed up to these gatherings, but the 

one thing I kept wondering, in addition to why they wouldn’t leave me alone, was why they 

were always smiling? 

Two years into college, I had a conversion experience directly from God as I was walking 

down the street.  I had no idea what to do, as I knew next to nothing about Christianity.  I 

proceeded to go through my book collection (yes, this was before the Internet, kids) in search 

of something that might make sense of what had just happened to me.  A small paperback book 

entitled, More Than A Carpenter, by Josh McDowell, popped out at me, a book I’d never 

cracked open that had been given to me by those grinning Christians.  I read it, and thought, 

“I’ve never thought of that before!”  Building on the work of that great Anglican Christian, CS 

Lewis, McDowell’s premise is that, if we read the Bible honestly, Jesus only allows for three 

options as we consider who he is: liar, lunatic…or Lord.  My experiential conversion was soon 

strengthened objectively through the Word, and I accepted that Jesus really was who he, and 

others, said he was.  And wouldn’t you know it, I began smiling as I had never smiled before! 

The Alpha Course we are offering at St. Paul’s begins with the same relational approach to 

Jesus and is leaving many with the same response I had, namely, “I never thought of that!”  

And as people discover the truth of Jesus, smiles are breaking out everywhere.  That is why 

both for adults on Wednesday evenings, and youth on Sunday afternoons, we are offering this 

winsome and compelling approach to the Christian faith.  We have over sixty in attendance and 

more and more are coming in off the street thanks to our roadside ad entitled, “Intro to Faith.”  

I would add that we are seeing many newcomers, particularly since the tragedy in Sandy Hook, 

a sign that the search for truth is greater than ever.  May God give us the grace to be a place of 

welcome, love and the full embrace of Christ. 

In the midst of the great food, fellowship and laughter, we offer “rolling admission,” so if 

you or someone you know might benefit from the Alpha Course, please join us on Wednesday 

evenings.  We all have questions about life, faith and why we are here.  This time together 

gives voice to the mysterious journey we all share, and the joy found in discipleship together, 

with people from all walks of life, is simply 

beautiful to behold.  May the joy of Christ be in 

us, and may our joy be complete. 

Don’t hide those smiles, friends! 

Why Are They Always Smiling?Why Are They Always Smiling?Why Are They Always Smiling?   
I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 

that your joy may be complete                                    (John 15:11) 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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† Happy Birthday to You! 

P eter Deleventura celebrates Saturday!  

Sunday is the big day for Heather 

Melody, Heather Oronato & Patrick Kane.  

Joyce Mckenna will be opening presents on 

Monday.  Tuesday Charlotte Richmond will 

be expecting your card.  Lois Hunt & Roseann 

Hodge will be another year older and wiser on Wednesday.  

Have a blessed day each one of you! 



4  

  

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu, Jan 31 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat, Feb 2 - The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple 

   7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:30 am - Candlemas Service 

 Sun, Feb 3 - Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   3:00 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

 Mon, Feb 4 - 4:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue, Feb 5 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

 Wed, Feb 6 -10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - The Alpha Course 

 Thu, Feb 7 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

February 2nd 
 

The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple 
 

S aturday’s Feast is sometimes known as the Purification of 
Saint Mary the Virgin, sometimes as Candlemas.  In the 

Eastern Church it has been called the Meeting of Christ with 
Simeon.  Such a variety of names is 
sufficient testimony to the wealth of 
spiritual meaning that generations of 
Christians have discovered in this small 
incident. 
The title, “The Presentation,” reminds us 
of the Jewish law (Exodus 13:2; 22:29) 
that every firstborn son had to be dedicated 
to God in memory of the Israelites’ 
deliverance from Egypt, when the firstborn 
sons of the Egyptians died and those of Israel were spared. 
When Mary placed her small son into the arms of Simeon, it was the 
meeting of the Old and New Dispensations.  The old sacrifices, the 
burnt offerings and 
oblations, were done 
away; a new and perfect 
offering had come into 
the temple.  God had 
provided himself a lamb 
for the burnt-offering 

(Genesis 22:8), his only Son.  The offering was 
to be made once for all on the cross.  At every 
Eucharist those who are in Christ recall that 
sinless offering and unite “themselves, their 
souls and bodies” with the self-oblation of 
their Lord and Savior. 

The Sacristans for February are 

Mary Allen and Gayle Baldelli.  
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Valentines PartyValentines PartyValentines Party   
Hey Ladies!  St. Paul’s men are inviting you to a special Hey Ladies!  St. Paul’s men are inviting you to a special Hey Ladies!  St. Paul’s men are inviting you to a special 

breakfast on Saturday, February 9th.  On the day closest breakfast on Saturday, February 9th.  On the day closest breakfast on Saturday, February 9th.  On the day closest 

to Valentine’s Day each year, they clean up their act, dress to Valentine’s Day each year, they clean up their act, dress to Valentine’s Day each year, they clean up their act, dress 

up (a little, usually by wearing a red sweater), put tablecloths up (a little, usually by wearing a red sweater), put tablecloths up (a little, usually by wearing a red sweater), put tablecloths 

out with fancy napkins and flowers and serve some decent out with fancy napkins and flowers and serve some decent out with fancy napkins and flowers and serve some decent 

food.  So plan on coming to the Men’s (and Women’s) food.  So plan on coming to the Men’s (and Women’s) food.  So plan on coming to the Men’s (and Women’s) 

Breakfast,Saturday, February 9th at 7:30 am for some Breakfast,Saturday, February 9th at 7:30 am for some Breakfast,Saturday, February 9th at 7:30 am for some 

great food, fellowship, singing, prayer and some loving!great food, fellowship, singing, prayer and some loving!great food, fellowship, singing, prayer and some loving!   

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T his sermon emphasizes the primacy of the Word of God in 

the life of the believer.  Looking at the life of Nehemiah, 

this message offers steps in how to become a Christian living 

under the Word of God. 

To replay or watch Fr. Shepley’s sermon, follow this link for 

The Sunday Sermons or click on the photo to the left. 

W e have a lot going on at St. Paul’s this quarter with 

our weekly Alpha Course, our recent annual 

meeting, weekly coffee hours and upcoming mission 

breakfasts for Bishop Sadok Makaya.  So we thought we’d 

give our kitchen volunteers a break and forego our Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake Supper (just for this year). 

But, you can still have your pancakes and eat them too!  

One of our neighboring Episcopal parish’s St. John’s in Sandy 

Hook is holding their 56th annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Supper on February 12th from 5:00 to 7:30 pm.  Click on the 

picture for more info.  A large portion 

of the proceeds are going to the Sandy 

Hook Promise fund. 

 If you can’t go to the pancake supper, but would still like to 

contribute, write a check to St. John’s, put Sandy Hook Promise in 

the memo line, put it in our alms basin and we’ll present it to them 

on Shrove Tuesday. 

 Eat.  Help others.  Have Fun. 

†  You Can Still Have Your Pancakes & Eat Them Too!You Can Still Have Your Pancakes & Eat Them Too!You Can Still Have Your Pancakes & Eat Them Too! 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://stjohns06482.blogspot.com/2013/01/56th-annual-shrove-tuesday-pancake.html


 9 

  

Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

“Refreshing!     Renewing!     Soaking in God’s presence!” 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

January 31st 
 

Samuel Shoemaker 
Priest & Evangelist, 1963 

 

B orn in Baltimore in 1893, Sam Shoemaker was a highly 
influential priest of the Episcopal Church and is remembered 

for his empowerment of the ministry of the laity. 
While attending Princeton University, Shoemaker came under the 

influence of several major evangelical thinkers, among them Robert 
Speer and John Mott.  After college he spent several years in China and came under the 
influence of Frank Buchman, founder of The Oxford Group, a group initially oriented 
toward the personal evangelization of the wealthy and influential.  Although he would 
eventually break from Buchman, aspects of the Oxford Group’s approach would influence 
Shoemaker for the rest of his life. 

Training for the priesthood at The General Seminary, Shoemaker became an Episcopal 
priest in 1921.  After a brief curacy and further involvement with student ministry at 
Princeton, Shoemaker was called in 1925 to become the Rector of Calvary Church, New 
York City, a post he held for sixteen years.  During his tenure, Calvary’s ministry grew 
exponentially, largely through Shoemaker’s ability to hold in creative tension the power of 
personal evangelism and giving authentic witness to one’s faith while remaining faithful to 
the liturgical and sacramental traditions of the church. 

Two significant movements - Faith at Work and Alcoholics Anonymous - have their 
roots in Shoemaker’s work at Calvary Church, New York City.  Faith at Work, founded in 
1926, grew out of Shoemaker’s passion for personal witness in the workplace.  In the 
1940’s, the movement became increasingly ecumenical and many of the leaders of spiritual 
renewal in mainstream American evangelicalism have connections to Shoemaker’s Faith at 
Work movement. 

Also during Shoemaker’s tenure at Calvary, New York, Alcoholics Anonymous was 
founded.  Although Shoemaker did not create A.A., his work provided the foundation, based 
upon principles he learned earlier from the Oxford Group, for the need to be recognized and 
the movement to flourish.  Much of the teaching upon which A.A. is built bears the 
unmistakable influence of Shoemaker who is generally regarded as the spiritual mentor of 
the movement. 

Later in life, he served as Rector of Calvary Church, Pittsburgh.  He died in 1963. 
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Youth Alpha continues this week with our Super Bowl of Youth 

Group fun!  We’ll dig deep into some great food and the question:  

“Why and how should I read the Bible?”  You’ll be sure to know how 

to find your way by the end of this session, and 

we’ll have you all saying “I’m all right, Jack!” 

Have you been missing out on the Youth 

Alpha program?  Don’t worry, there’s still 

plenty left to 

come check 

out.  Join us 

at 3pm this 

Sunday to get 

started. 

St. Paul’s OWN 

Feb 3rd  -  Youth Group 3-5 pm 

Feb 10th  -  Youth Group 4-7 pm 

Feb 17th  -  No Youth Group 

Feb 22nd-24th  -  MBC Retreat 

Mar 3rd  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Mar 10th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Next Sunday, February 10th, there will be a meeting for all parents 
of the youth attending the Monadnock retreat in February. The meeting 
will start at 4pm and will end in time for the Speakers Forum “Helping 
Kids to Love Their Lives” with Susie Case, which you are all invited to 
attend from 4:30-6:00 pm. 

Please bring to the meeting the remaining tuition fee of $25 along 
with the completed registration and 
health forms for the retreat. 

 

Mission Central 
 

  170 days and counting!  Our 

Mission trip is coming up soon! 

  With all this fundraising that we’ve 

done - have you been wondering 

what the big deal is?  Where are we 

going?  Who is going?  Well, stay 

tuned to Sword Points each week 

starting in February.  Our Mission 

Central section will keep you up-to-

date on all things mission related! 

Time Change!  Don’t 
forget  -  Youth Group is 
3-5pm this Sunday only! 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

"Love is patient, love is kind.  It is not jealous, it is not pompous.”  
(1 Corinthians 13:4) 

 

A re you jealous?  Do you focus more on the things that other 
people have than on the gifts that God has given to you?  Are you 

pompous?  Do you seek to acquire more possessions to impress others?  
At times we are all guilty of these human weaknesses.  Yet as stewards we 
are called to love God above all other things - striving always to be less 
jealous, less pompous and more giving. 
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†  Announcement Deadlines 

F or the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding 
Monday  to bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it 

by Wednesday afternoon each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Sword  Points 

Women’s Global Mission Network 
LAUNCH EVENT 
Feb 2, 2013 10am-2pm 

Christ Church Cathedral, 45 Church St, Hartford CT 
Link to registration: 

http://womensglobalmissionnetwork020213.eventbrite.com/# 
 

C onnect with like minded Episcopal clergy and lay women while 

learning how to start a Women’s Global Mission group in your own 

parish. Become part of the Diocesan wide network of parishes collaborating 

to enable change in the plight of women globally. 

Bring your energy and enthusiasm for women's global mission and go back to your 

parish with specific tools to make a difference. 

Enjoy a day celebrating the passions and gifts of the women of our Diocese.  Look at 

how women are called to empower each other through mutual understanding.  

Bishop Laura J Ahrens will preach and preside at the Eucharist.  

We are pleased to have with us key note speaker- Beth Adamson, Co chair, UN 

Working Group on Girls.  For questions, contact womensglobalmission@gmail.com. 

Join the conversation on Face Book and CT Mission Connect. 

† What Did Mary Know and When Did She Know It? 
 

O n January 20th Patrick O’Connors demonstrated changing water into wine for the 
children’s sermon.  It was an effective and dramatic visual aid of Jesus’ first 

miracle at the wedding in Cana.  I could not help think it would be 
amazing if the water actually turned into wine.  Since the Epistle 
reading for the day was on Gifts of the Spirit there was a nice 
connection between the two readings.  One of the Gifts is Miracles.  
Why did I not fully expect a miracle to happen? 

As I thought about Patrick’s demonstration after the fact I 
realized that there was an understanding of the Scripture that I never 
had before.  It coincides with the joke that started my sermon that 
day.  Mom tells her son that he should go to church because he is 60 
years old and he is the Pastor.  You may remember the joke?  Here 
Mary says there is no wine.  Jesus says, So what?  It is not my time.  
In spite of this rebuff, Mary tells the servants to follow His orders.  I 
guess Jesus decided he had to do something so he had them fill the 
big jars to the brim with water.  And the rest is history. 

Here is the amazing thing.  It is a new observation for me . Mary 
knew He could solve the problem!  It is as if she is saying, you are 30 years old, you are the 
Messiah the Son of God, so do it NOW.  Mary knew that Jesus could do something even 
before He did.  Mary was exercising a Gift of the Spirit, perhaps Prophecy or Discernment 
or Wisdom or Knowledge.  Or all of them!  Once again, the Scriptures amaze me.  The 
water turned into wine.  It is another gift of the Spirit.  It was a Miracle.  In addition, my 
faith is increased.                - Fr. George + 

I  wonder how many believers today realize that faith is not merely believing 
that Christ died for our sins.  Faith is also being confident that His way is 

better than sin.  His will is more wise.  His help is more sure.  His promises more 
precious.  & His reward more satisfying.  Faith begins with a backward look at 
the cross, but it lives with a forward look at the promises.      - John Piper 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://womensglobalmissionnetwork020213.eventbrite.com/
mailto:womensglobalmission@gmail.com
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Be Thou My Vision 
Gradual Hymn O Christ, The Word Incarnate 
Offertory Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost 
Closing Hymn Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word 
 

Doxology 
 

T he four lines of the Doxology have been the most frequently sung words of any 
known song for more than three hundred years.  Even today nearly every English-

speaking Protestant congregation still unites at least once each Sunday in this noble 
ascription of praise.  It has been said that the doxology has done more to teach the doctrine 
of the Trinity than all the theological books ever written. 

The author of this text was a bold, outspoken seventeenth century Anglican Bishop 
named Thomas Ken.  Born in England in 1637, orphaned in early childhood, he attended 
Oxford University and was ordained in 1662.  His illustrious career was stormy and 
colorful.  In 1679 he served as the English chaplain at the royal court at the Hague, but was 
so outspoken in denouncing the corrupt lives of those in authority in the Dutch capital that 
he was forced to leave.  Back in England Charles II appointed Ken as a personal chaplain, 
but he continued to reveal the same spirit of boldness in 
rebuking the moral sins of his dissolute English monarch.  
Charles admired the courageous chaplain, referring to Ken as 
“the good little man” and at chapel time, he would say, “I 
must go in and hear Ken tell me my faults.”  Charles II died 
just twelve days after Ken was consecrated Bishop.  Soon Ken 
incurred the wrath of succeeding monarchs James II and 
Williams III. 

Bishop Ken wrote a number of hymns.  The Doxology 
closed three of his hymns that he wanted students to sing each 
day as part of their devotions: “Morning Hymn, “Evening 
Hymn,” and Midnight Hymn.” 

The historian Macaulay gave a tribute to Bishop Ken when 
he stated that he came as near to the ideal of Christian 
perfection “as human weakness permits.” 

 

Directions: 

Sauté onion in oil and butter in a large 
pot until softened but not browned. 

Add garlic, apples, salt, pepper, 
cinnamon and maple syrup.  Sauté until 
the garlic and apples soften.  Adjust heat 
so nothing burns. 

Add squash and sage, rubbing the sage 
as you drop it into the pot to release more 
of its essential oils.  Sauté until the 
squash begins to soften. 

Add the vegetable stock, stir, cover and let simmer until 
the squash is cooked through. 

Adjust seasonings, if necessary. 

Remove from heat and blend until smooth (I use an 
immersion blender or you can process in a blender in 
batches). 

Ladle into bowls and garnish with a drizzle of heavy 
cream and top with a few almonds. 

†  Butternut Squash Bisque 

Ingredients: 
1 T olive oil 
1 T butter 
1 medium onion, chopped 
2 cloves garlic, chopped 
1 T fresh sage, finely 
chopped 

¼ c. pure maple syrup 
1 lg. butternut squash, 
peeled,  

cored and chopped 
1 apple, peeled, cored and 
chopped 

2 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. pepper 
¾ tsp. ground cinnamon 
32 oz. vegetable stock 
Heavy cream (optional) 
Toasted almonds (optional) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XZ3ja-quhA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KV4af47IGCo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iB7n5YRUi84
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/s/s323.html
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Why Do We Celebrate King Charles the Martyr? 
 

Y esterday morning our service was of King Charles I of England and Scotland, 
commonly known as King Charles the Martyr, even though he does not actually 

appear in our liturgical calendar.  When I was asked why we observed this day my short 
answer was because I wanted to.  A fuller answer would add that the Church allows us to 
celebrate additional saints’ days,* and that the Rector gave his blessing.  More to the point, 
however, we might ask why we consider him worth celebrating.  Here a little history will 
help. 

Henry VIII’s break with Rome made few changes in Church life.  Although the 
monasteries were closed down, the larger ones were converted into cathedrals and 
collegiate†  churches, mostly staffed by the same monks.  The services also remained 
essentially as they had in the past.  The one change which directly impacted the laity was 
the shutting down of shrines, and the pilgrimages to them, which were still a common 
feature of English life.  While Henry no doubt was saw this as superstitious, there is no 
question that the move was largely financial - there were great treasures here which found 
their way into the royal treasury. 

After Henry’s death change came much more rapidly with the appearance of two 
editions of an English Prayer Book, with the second being much more Reformed-looking 
than the first.  The short reign of Queen Mary brought back the Latin liturgy and the Papacy, 
but her governance won her few friends, and with the succession of Elizabeth the Reformed 
Church of England was reestablished.  Her forty-three year reign was marked by repeal of 
the laws against heresy, although conformity to the BCP was required (though again the 
penalties for failure to attend were fairly mild).  The old divisions between the more 
conservative reformers on the one hand, and the more radical Puritans on the other, 
remained and deepened.  By the end of her reign the Puritans had turned towards 
encouraging more preaching,‡ preferring Presbyterian government to Episcopal, and 
adopting a strong form of predestination which, among other things, made sacramental life 
less significant. 

When the Stuarts, first King James and then King 
Charles, came to the throne their leanings were definitely 
toward the more conservative view, especially in their 
support of episcopacy, but, like Elizabeth, they worked to 
keep an inclusive middle ground.  One result of this was the 
King James Version which responded to complaints from 
both sides with the Bibles then in use.  Eventually, however, 
religious and political pressures grew too great for Charles.  
Much of this was his fault; he and Parliament became 
confrontational on financial matters, leading to open warfare, and at the same time the 
House of Commons became more aggressively Puritan.  When he failed on the battle-field 
he was offered a compromise in which he could continue as a more limited monarch, but 
with the key stipulation that the Church of England would be a Presbyterian, rather than an 
Episcopal Church.  It was this position which he rejected, leading to his trial and conviction 
for Treason, and his execution on January 30, 1648/9.§  While his life was not always 
admirable; his death made possible the recovery of traditional Anglicanism with its 
Sacraments and its three-fold ministry after the collapse of Cromwell’s commonwealth ten 

years later.  For me, this is reason enough to remember 
him.      - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
* BCP, p. 18 
† A collegiate church is one staffed by a group or college of clergy, 
usually given the title of canon as in a cathedral.  The best known 
example is Westminster Abbey.  Starting under Edward VI many of 
these lost their colleges and became simple parish churches (probably 
reflecting the deaths of the original monks who had staffed them. 
‡ At a time when many parish clergy were not particularly educated 
licenses were required for preaching and were not easy to come by – 
Elizabeth herself was not keen on preaching preferring the full round of 

Prayer Book worship, while the Puritans tended to shorten services to make more time for their sermons. 
§ England at the time was still using the Julian Calendar, which, in addition to being ten days behind the 

Gregorian, observed New Year on March 25 – hence the double dating of the year 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

Coming to St. Paul’s: Sunday’s February 24 thru March 24 

4:30 - 6:00 pm (same time as Youth Group) in the Guild Room 

All parents & grandparents welcome.  Click on this ad for more info. 

Forgiveness is an act of the will.  Regardless of how you feel, choose to forgive.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/parenting-teens.html
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Access to the Kingdom 
 

 Jeremiah 1:4-10 

F rom the opening lesson we hear the story of the calling of Jeremiah to be a prophet 
of the Lord.  Jeremiah protests that he is inadequate to the 

task, but the Lord promises to be with him.  He has been chosen to 
prophesy destruction and exile for Judah.  Yet he will also help his 
people find a faith which can survive without city and sanctuary until 
they are one day brought back to Jerusalem. 

 Psalm 71:1-6 
A prayer that God will continue to be one’s refuge and stronghold. 
 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
In this epistle lesson Paul continues his discussion of spiritual gifts 

by placing them all within the context of the greatest gift of love.  
Unless the members of the church are anchored in the love of God 
found in Christ, all other gifts and expressions of the Holy Spirit are 
without value.  The love of God is both the source and end of all 
spiritual gifts.  Faith and hope, too, are chief among the gifts, but the 
measure of all things is love. 

 Luke 4:21-30 
In our gospel we hear how Jesus encounters opposition in the 

synagogue of his own town of Nazareth.  The congregation admires 
his words, but is also perplexed because they know his human origins.  
Jesus recognizes that people are unlikely to expect a prophet from among their own, and he 
reminds them how Elijah and Elisha did certain of their miracles for non-Jews.  These 
illustrations (which point to the later ministry of Christianity to the Gentiles) deeply disturb 
the congregation, and Jesus is forced to leave for Capernaum to continue his ministry. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

“Reading and studying scripture has 

been seen as central to how we are to 

grow in the love of God; how we come to 

understand God and his truth more 

fully; and how we can develop the moral 

muscle to live in accordance with the 

gospel of Jesus even when everything 

seems to be pulling the other way.” 

~ Scripture and the Authority of God 

- N.T. Wright 

†  Photo Contest for March Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for 

our next monthly Sword.  The March Sword will have a theme of 

Lent and Holy Week.  Be creative.  The deadline is February 

25th.  Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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†  Transforming Saints of God 

 

January 31st 
 

Juan Bosco (John Bosco) 
Priest, 1888 

 

G iovanni Bosco was born near Turin, Italy.  His father died when he was two leaving 
his mother to provide marginal subsistence for the family.  He showed a remarkably 

sweet and kind disposition, which put him at odds with many of the rough boys with whom 
he grew up.  When he was nine, he received a vision.  Christ and the Blessed 
Virgin encouraged him to be kind, obedient and hard-working and a great future 
would be shown him.  Don Bosco always counted this as the beginning of his 
vocation. 
 Giovanni was fascinated by the traveling circuses which visited his region and 
went about learning to juggle, walk a tightrope and do magic tricks.  He put on 
local “shows” which drew both children and adults.  The “price” of admission to 
these exhibitions was time spent at the end of the show saying prayers together.  
With help from some patrons who recognized his intelligence and talent, he 
attended seminary and when ordained took an appointment as chaplain to a girls 
boarding school. 

Don Bosco was not satisfied ministering only to well-to-do young women.  In time, 
every Sunday and feast day the campus filled up with ragamuffin boys who came for 
catechism, basic schooling and supervised play.  The raucous energy of the boys scandalized 
the school and Don Bosco was fired.  In 1846 he was able to open an orphanage and put the 
new work under the patronage of St. Francis de Sales.  With the help of an assistant priest 
and some seminarians he had groomed from among his boys, he formed the Salesian Order.  
This order, grudgingly admired by secular politicians, was recognized by the Pope and grew 
to include women religious, lay brothers, and dedicated laity, operating orphanages, 
vocational schools and nighttime primary schools for working people. 

Don Bosco summed up his theory of education: “Every education teaches a philosophy 
by suggestion, implication, atmosphere.  Every part has a connection with every other part.  
If it does not combine to convey some general view of life, it is not education at all.” 
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†  Did You Know…. 

...that the Church of the Advent in Boston, once had a bishop so offended at the presence of 

a cross and candlesticks on the altar that he refused to come back unless they were removed.  

Click here for more info. 

http://theadventboston.org/geninfo/history.htm
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†  Naomi Mentoring Project: Leading Girls to Christ 

 

J ust after last week’s Parish Meeting, I was approached by a parishioner who wanted 
to know if there was a Jericho Partnership ministry that mentored to young girls.  

The answer is YES!  There are over a dozen ministry partners under the Jericho umbrella 
and the Naomi Mentoring Project is just one way you can make a difference and get 
involved in an inner city ministry. 

Here are more specifics about the project taken from their website. 
The mission of NMP is “To develop at-risk girls into Christ-filled young 

women who walk in integrity, purity and excellence”. 
Mentoring since 1997 Pathways Danbury Youth Ministries, Inc., the 

Naomi Mentoring Project was founded  in 2011 to mentor at-risk girls in their 
personal, academic and spiritual development. 

Through one-to-one relationships with mature Christian women, the 
ministry aims to develop at-risk girls into Christ-filled young women who 
walk in integrity, purity and excellence. 

We see Christian churches encouraging women of different races and 
backgrounds to unite in Christ’s work to mentor girls one-on-one — 
developing trusting relationships, providing life-skill training, and acting on God’s Word. 

We see the Danbury community, clergy, friends, teachers and neighbors reaching out in 
Christian love to support Naomi mentees and their families. 

The Naomi Mentoring Project is a Jericho Partnership youth ministry partner in 
Danbury.  We recruit at-risk girls ages 11 to 18 who are recommended by family, church, 
school or neighbor as having a high potential to respond to mentoring and to “trust in The 

Lord and do good.” 
The girls are paired with a mature Christian female 
mentor. The mentee and mentor work together through 
high school graduation. 
MENTEES PARTICIPATE IN: 
 Weekly mentoring 
Weekly Bible study and life training 
After-school tutoring 
Summer camps 
Special trips and family activities 
Opportunities for community service 
College tours 
 

PROGRAMS INCLUDE 

Mentor training and ongoing support 
School advocacy support 
Prayerfully consider joining other Christian women in making a difference in the life of 

a young girl who needs your help. 
 

If you feel led to volunteer your time in this way, please let me know and I will help you 
make connections. 

Blessings,  Pam Szen 

 Looking Ahead…..The Church School 
will be taking donation of Easter candy 
(small, individually wrapped pieces) from 
the congregation - please place items in the 
green plastic tubs in the back of the church 
and at the top of the stairs in the classroom 
wing. 
 Also - please mark your calendars for  
   St. Paul's annual Easter Egg   
   Hunt on Saturday, March 30th - 
    open to children ages 1 to 5th 
    grade. 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Alice Keller, strength and freedom from pain. 
…..Immanuel St. James, Derby; Epiphany, Durham; St. Gabriel’s, East Berlin; St. 
Stephen’s, East Haddam. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, Syria and Lebanon. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Cuba. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Comite Hispano, Spanish-language Cursillo, Latino/Hispanic ministry. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
 ….the encouragement of persecuted Christian evangelists in Bangladesh. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain. 
…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 
…..Randy A, healing from blood clots. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..For peace and peacemakers everywhere. 
…..A young couple that needs provision, employment, and a place to live within range of 
St. Paul's. 
…..Kay Tucker, a miracle of healing. 
…..An increase in business for Walter. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Jeremiah 33:6 “I will heal my people and let them enjoy abundant peace and security.”  

 

Ha. Ha.  We love our contests.  Especially when we stump our readers.  

But this time we almost stumped the person in the picture who is a current 

parishioner.  At first Stuart Terrill didn’t even realize he was in this choir 

picture from 1944.  Since we like to give out prizes, Stuart beware. 
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

February Lay Schedule 2013 

February 3,  2013 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Vinnie & Barbara Capiello 

Acolytes:  Sarah Shepley 

Lector:  Jeremiah 1:4-10  Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Lois Hunt 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Rich & Joyce Emmett 

Acolytes:  Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector:  Jeremiah 1:4-10  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 

Lectors, Intercessors, and Lay readers, please remember to 

check in before the service in the Vesting Room. Thank You! 

February 17, 2013 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Michael Kirner /Doug Melody 

Acolytes:  Rachel & Lauren Melody 

Lector:  Deuteronomy 26:1-11  Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Susan Howell 

Lay Reader:  Pam Szen 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Preston & Jack Powell 

Acolytes:  Audrey Powell  

Lector:  Deuteronomy 26:1-11  Phil Hannah 

Intercessor:  Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro  

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

February 10, 2013 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen/Pat Brought 

   Acolytes:  O’Hara Girls 

   Lector:  Exodus 34:29-35  Sandy Chaleski 

   Intercessor:  Ray Ferro  

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader:  Michael Kirner  

 

10:30 AM 

   Welcoming:  Dave & Connie Williams  

Acolytes:  Ryan Sampson  

Lector:  Exodus 34:29-35  Rose Barrett 

Intercessor:  Connie Williams 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri  

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

 

February 24, 2013 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Rich & Joyce Emmett 

Acolytes:  O’Hara Girls 

Lector:  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Michael Kirner 

Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 

Lay Reader:  Susan Howell 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Vito Barbieri 

Acolytes:  Stephen Werneburg 

Lector:  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18  Connie Williams 

Intercessor: Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpiLast_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpiLast_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/Clent2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/Clent2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 
 
10:30 AM Candlemas  
                  Service 

 
 

3   4 Epiphany 
 

8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                 Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
3:00 PM Youth Group 
 

4 
 

4:30 PM Christian  
               Caring 
 

7:00 PM Stephen  
               Ministry  

5 
 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
                Study 

6 
 

10:00 AM  
        Holy Eucharist     
        and Healing 
 

6:30 PM Alpha 
 

 

7 
 

7:30 PM Mission   
               Committee 
 

7:30 PM Property  
              Committee 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

8 9 
 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

10 Last Epiphany 
 

8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                 Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
4:30 PM Youth Group 
4:30 PM  Speakers Forum 
6:00PM Vespers with  
              Communion 

11 
 

6:30 PM Staff Meeting 
 

7:30 PM Vestry Meeting 

12 
 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
                Study 
 

7:00 PM Grief Group 

13 Ash Wednesday 
 

10:00 AM  
 

Holy Eucharist and  
Imposition of Ashes 
 

7:30 PM  
 

Holy Eucharist and  
Imposition of Ashes 
 
 

14 
 

1:00 PM Dorothy Day  
               Ministry 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

15 16 
 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 AM St. Paul’s  
                 Quilters 
 

2:00 PM House of 
Prayer 

17    1 Lent 
 

8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                 Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
 

18 President’s Day 
 

 Parish Office Closed 
 

7:00 PM Stephen 
Ministry  

19 
 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
                Study 

20 
 

10:00 AM  
          Holy Eucharist   
          and Healing 
 

6:30 PM Alpha 
 

 

21 
 

7:00 PM Healing Team  
 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

22 
 

6:30 PM Alpha Retreat 

23 
 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 
 
9:00 AM Alpha Retreat 

24 2 Lent 
 

8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                 Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
4:30 PM Teen Parenting  
               Class 
 
 

25 26 
 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
                Study 
 
6:30 PM Deanery  
               Meeting 
  (St. Thomas, Bethel) 
 
7:00 PM Grief Group 

27 
 

10:00 AM  
          Holy Eucharist   
           and Healing 
 

6:30 PM Alpha 
 

 

28 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris 
Barrett, 
Drew 

Crocker, George 
Crocker, Barbara 
DeAnzeris, Lynne 

Donnelly, Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, 
Patrick O’Connors, 
Linda Pendergast, 
Ken Perry, Kirsten 

Peterson, Cathy 
Schrull, Joe 

Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen, 
Don Winkley & 
Gail Winkley..  

†  The Sword Points Bible 
At last weeks Annual Meeting Fr. Shepley said some nice things about Sword Points.  

The Sword Points Editorial Board is grateful for the comments, even though Fr. Joe is 
sometimes prone to exaggeration. 

The Editorial Board would like to remind everyone that Sword Points has been a team 
effort from the beginning and is very much a collaborative endeavor.  You may not have 
known it before, but Sword Points has its own translation of the bible that it refers to often.  
While it is not often made public, this week the Editorial Board would like to share a portion 
with you: 

1st Editorials 12:12-31 

J ust as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it shall be with Sword Points. 

Indeed, the editorial board does not consist of one member but of many.  If the 
proofreader would say, "Because I am not a photographer, I do not belong to the editorial 
board," that would not make it any less a part of the editorial board.  And if the researcher 
would say, "Because I am not a writer, I do not belong to the editorial board," that would not 
make it any less a part of the editorial board.  If the whole editorial board were a writer, 
where would the systems technologist be?  If the whole editorial board were editing, where 
would the regular contributors be?  But as it is, the Publisher arranged the members in the 
editorial board, each one of them, as he chose.  If all were a single member, where would 
Sword Points be?  As it is, there are many members, yet one editorial board.  The typist 
cannot say to the designer, "I have no need of you," nor again the mailing list manager to the 
columnist, "I have no need of you."  On the contrary, the members of the editorial board that 
seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the editorial board that we think 
less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated 
with greater respect; whereas we always strive to treat our readers with the greatest respect.  
But God has so arranged the editorial board, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 
that there may be no dissension within the editorial board, but the members may have the 
same care for one another.  If one member suffers, all our readers suffer together; if one 
member is honored, all our editorial board members and readers rejoice together with it! 

Jumping for Joy 

At last week’s 

annual meeting, 

Barbara Cappiello 

spoke of wanting to 

“jump for joy” while 

attending the 

Vespers service. 

Click here to see a 

video of others who 

had the same idea. 

Take it easy there 

Barbara! 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWHdW54s5ak

