
   

     

 www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 March 7, 2013 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Call to Revival 
 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 

L ast Sunday we witnessed history being made.  After Bishop Makaya's sermon at the 
10:30 service, I felt led by the Holy Spirit to issue an opportunity to the 

congregation for a commitment to Jesus Christ with the following words: "Behind me is an 
altar, and I am issuing you a call to come 
forward to accept Jesus Christ.  In other 
words, this is what is known as an altar call."  
72 people came forward to either accept 
Christ for the first time or renew their 
commitment.  The Bishop prayed over each 
person, which resulted in a lengthy worship 
experience to say the least! 
 As I stood at the altar as the Bishop was 
still praying for the long train of renewed 
disciples, I told the congregation to mark 
this day as the moment revival came to St. 

Paul's.  Well aware of the legacy of renewal I am privileged to stand upon from our two 
previous rectors, I believe that we are seeing now what many have been praying and 
waiting for throughout the region.  Renewal, which we have experienced for some time 
now, is believed to be the forerunner of revival.  I am not one to use words lightly, so when 
I use the word "revival," I want us all to take note of what the Spirit is doing at St. Paul's, as 
well as in some other places around us.  We are going beyond renewal now into just the 
beginning of another phenomenon altogether. 

I have been meeting with other pastors in 
the region for several years, where we have 
been seeking the Spirit's leading as we look to 
the signs of another Great Awakening, an 
historic phenomenon with roots in New 
England that we have sensed is underway.  We 
have been very careful in making 
prognostications about such an event, and I 
have been hesitant to name the signs up until 
now, but after Sunday's massive altar call I am 
now confident that God is indeed beginning 
another Awakening.  I cannot speak beyond 
what I am seeing in terms of what happens next, for that is in God's hands, but we are on 
the cusp of something magnificent. 

The tragedy of Sandy Hook may be part of this as well, where God is working good out 
of evil.  What is clear is that we are within a noteworthy work of the Lord, and we should 
feel absolutely thrilled in reverent awe.  I have called our intercessors to begin boldly 
praying for revival.  I ask you to pray for the same, with the mind that revival is the coming 
of the Spirit of God in such a way that repentance, conversion and dramatic personal 
transformation occurs in people from all walks of life.  Miracles, it is believed, if history is 
any indicator, will be part of this, as will radical calls to mission. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Mar 7 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 9 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Mar 10 - Fourth Sunday in Lent 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Teen Parenting Class, Guild Room 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

   6:00 pm - Vespers with Holy Eucharist 

Mon, Mar 11 - 6:30 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room  

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Tue, Mar 12 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

Wed, Mar 13 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - The Alpha Course 

Thu, Mar 14 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat., Mar. 16 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun., Mar. 17 - Fifth Sunday in Lent 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Teen Parenting Class, Guild Room  

   4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

    6:00 pm - Vespers 

My friends, St. Paul's is poised to be the proving ground for such a move of God as it is 
just beginning.  Be expectant, prepare for new people and 
open your minds and hearts as God reaches new depths 
among us all.  I am not interested in spiritual fireworks or 
showmanship.  I am interested in creating an open place for 
God to do in us just what Bishop Makaya announced in his 
sermon: "The harvest is plentiful."  And as the Scripture 
says beyond that: "Ask the Lord to send forth laborers into 
the harvest" (Luke 10:2) 

As your pastor, I am ready.  May you be as well.  Come 
Holy Spirit! 

 

Faithfully, 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Meets on Sunday’s thru March 24 

4:30 - 6:00 pm (same time as Youth Group) in the Guild Room 

All parents & grandparents welcome.  Click on this ad for more info. 

“Verily, veri
ly, I say unt

o you, don’t
 forget to  

turn your c
locks 

ahead one h
our on Satu

rday night s
o you won’t

 be late for
 church!” 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/parenting-teens.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/parenting-teens.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/parenting-teens.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/parenting-teens.html
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† Happy Birthday to You! 

J ulianne Allen, Larry Wanzer, Margaret Gruneberg & Marvin Self 

celebrate today!  Friday is the big day for Alyssa Allen, James Beck & 

Spencer Mannion. Benjamin Chaleski , Diana Mott & Deborah 

Werneburg will be blowing out candles on Sunday. David  Werneburg will be 

opening presents on Monday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

† Hidden Sins, Anyone? 
 

March 5, 2012 by Mari-Anna Stålnacke @flowingfaith  
 

H ow is your Lenten journey going?  I have found praying on my knees being a huge 
blessing so far.  I have been praying that God would open my eyes to see my hidden 

sins.  Those things that are not pleasing to God but I am unable to see myself. 
This morning when I was searching for another book I came across Gail Godwin’s novel 

“Evensong.”  I could not help but notice a couple sticky notes peeking out of the book and I 
decided to see what had caught my attention while reading it. 

 The first marking was an interesting definition of sin: “A 
falling short from your totality...choosing to live in ways that 
interfere with the harmony of that totality.” 
Too often we think sin is something we do.  But this quote 
shows us that we can also sin by choosing to live in ways that 
interfere with the harmony God has planned for us.  Too often 

we think we are sinless if we don’t commit a bad act.  Too often we think we are sinless if 
we do some good deeds. 

 

But what if we were sinning  just by pulling away 
from doing God’s will? 

What if we were sinning just by not doing our best to 
fulfill our destiny. 

What if we were sinning just by not wholeheartedly 
pursuing wholeness in Jesus? 

 

Hidden sins, anyone? Lord, have mercy! 
 

The second quote that stopped me once more: 
“Something’s your vocation if it keeps making more of 
you.” 

This quote beautifully echoes Jeremiah 29:11 (CEB): 
I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the 

LORD; they are plans for peace, not disaster, to give you 
a future filled with hope. 

God wants good things for us.  Why is it so hard to 
believe?  Why do we so often deny ourselves things that are making more of us?  Why do 
we insist that the place where God is calling us is going to be a place of hardships?  
Friedrich Buechner states quite the opposite: “The place God calls you to is where your deep 
gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 

There is a reason why God has created us in a certain way and gifted us with specific 
gifts. God has prepared us to do something beautiful precisely where our deep gladness and 
the world’s deep hunger meet. 

 

What if we were sinning just by not using our God-given gifts and talents for God’s 
glory? 

What if we were sinning just by not believing God wanted good things for us? 
What if we were sinning just by denying ourselves our deep gladness? 
 

Hidden sins, anyone? Lord, have mercy. 
 

Let us pray with the words of Psalm 139:23-24 (CEB): 
Examine me, God! Look at my heart!  Put me to the test!  Know my anxious thoughts! 

Look to see if there is any idolatrous way in me, then lead me on the eternal path!  
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Too often we think we 
are sinless if we don’t 
commit a bad act.  Too 
often we think we are sinless 
if we do some good deeds. 
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†  Mission Trip Fundraiser -  
Sponsor Our OWN 

D uring the month of March, St. Paul’s OWN is doing 
“Sponsor Our OWN” to continue raising the funds 

needed for our Summer 2013 mission trip.  With just under 
$5,500 raised so far, we have about $3,500 left to go! 
 So, what is “Sponsor Our OWN”?  We’re looking for 

one-time donations made on behalf of each youth attending the mission trip.  There are 
twelve students going, and we need four sponsors for each youth, with set amounts going 
towards specific expenses of the trip.  Each youth will need a tuition, housing, transportation, 
and food sponsor at $100, $75, $50, and $25 respectively. 

However, being a sponsor is more than just a monetary donation.  We’re asking each 
sponsor to pray for their youth leading up to, during, and after the mission trip.  Along with 
that, we ask that you write a short word of encouragement for the student to read while on the 
trip, providing a much needed connection to home while they are away serving. 

Of course, we know that when you decide to sponsor, you’ll want a first-hand account of 
all that goes on during the trip.  In August, St. Paul’s OWN will hold a sponsor thank-you 
dinner where we’ll recap our trip and share the memories with you. 

Come see us during coffee hour starting this Sunday and please prayerfully consider 
making a donation this month that can have a lasting impact on the life of one of our OWN, 
and the lives of the people in Onancock, VA. 

St. Paul’s OWN 

Mar 10th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Mar 17th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Mar 24th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Mar 31st  -  NO Youth Group 

Apr 7th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Apr 13th  -  Spring Work Day 

 

We received an email from 
YouthWorks last week that shared a 
bunch of new information about the 
trip.  Check back in at Mission 
Central in the weeks ahead to learn 
more about who is going on our trip, 
and what we’ll be doing once we’re 
there! For now, we thought we’d 
share the most interesting part of the info we received – a tribute to Taco Tuesday! 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQIqZO9w3IY&feature=youtu.be 

 

Mission Central 

H ave you been missing out on the Youth Alpha pro-
gram?  Don’t worry, 

there’s still plenty left to come 
& check it out.  This week we’ll 
be sharing some Spirit, and 
learning about the Holy Pizza.  I 
mean, um, something like that… 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQIqZO9w3IY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

“Refreshing!     Renewing!     Soaking in God’s presence!” 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

March 7th 
 

Perpetua and her Companions 
Martyrs at Carthage, 202 

 

V ibia Perpetua was a young widow, mother of an infant and 
owner of several slaves, including Felicitas and Revocatus.  

With two other young Carthaginians, Secundulus and Saturninus, 
they were catechumens preparing for baptism. 
 Early in the third century, Emperor Septimius Severus decreed 
that all persons should sacrifice to the divinity of the emperor.  There 

was no way that a Christian, confessing faith in the one Lord Jesus Christ, could do this.  
Perpetua and her companions were arrested and held in prison under miserable conditions. 

In a document attributed to Perpetua, we learn of visions she had in prison.  One was of a 
ladder to heaven, which she climbed to reach a large garden; another was of her brother who 
had died when young of a dreadful disease, but was now well and drinking the water of life; 
the last was of herself as a warrior battling the Devil and defeating him to win entrance to 
the gate of life.  “And I awoke, understanding that I should fight, not with beasts, but with 
the Devil ... So much about me up to the day before the games; let him who will write of 
what happened then.” 

At the public hearing before the Proconsul, she refused even the entreaties of her aged 
father, saying, “I am a Christian.”  On March 7, Perpetua and her companions, encouraging 
one another to bear bravely whatever pain they might suffer, were sent to the arena to be 
mangled by a leopard, a boar, a bear, and a savage cow.  Perpetua and 
Felicitas, tossed by the cow, were bruised and disheveled, but Perpetua, 
“lost in spirit and ecstasy,” hardly knew that anything had happened.  
To her companions she cried, “Stand fast in the faith and love one 
another.  And do not let what we suffer be a stumbling block to you.” 

Eventually, all were put to death by a stroke of a sword through the 
throat.  The soldier who struck Perpetua was inept.  His first blow 
merely pierced her throat between the bones.  She shrieked with pain, 
then aided the man to guide the sword properly.  The report of her death 
concludes, “Perhaps so great a woman, feared by the unclean spirit, 
could not have been killed unless she so willed it.” 
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†  The 900 Project 
By Pam Szen 

T he Diocesan Mission Conference (see pg 9) is a wonderful day to meet new mission-
minded Christians, network, learn about mission projects and missionaries and have 
an opportunity to sing wonderful, spirit-filled music. 
 This past Saturday as I explored the various mission displays, I had the pleasure 
to meet four enthusiastic teenagers from the Youth Group of Black Rock Church in 
Fairfield who are involved with The 900 Project.  The 900 Project is a led by a 
group of young adults who have a goal to raise the necessary monies to provide the 
village of Tilory in Haiti with a latrine for each family.  Currently, only 9 out of 10 
of the families in Tilory have a latrine.  The conditions are not only unsanitary, they 
are also dangerous.  After seeing first hand the 
conditions for those without a latrine during a mission 
trip to Haiti in 2012, these young people felt called to 
make an impact and they took immediate action. 
 So far, the group has raised about $30,000 
towards their goal of $330,000.  The $30,000 will 
fund the construction of about 82 latrines.  They have 
a very clever marketing campaign which includes 

coin latrine collection boxes.  For more information about 
their project, the background and ways to help, please visit 
their website:  www.the900project.org 

Their passion for this project is clearly overflowing. 

†  Bill Beattie of Jericho Partnerships Coming to St. Paul’s 
 

W hen you ask Bill Beattie what has shaped his life, he credits a youth pastor, a high 
school chemistry teacher and a crocodile. 

The 75-year-old Danbury resident is a long way from inner-city Philadelphia, where he 
was raised, and a 47-year career in the international metal and mining business.  But the 

business acumen Beattie acquired, along with the mantra to work hard and 
persevere that he heard from his single mother, shapes his commitment to 
Danbury. 
 The founder and president of the Jericho Partnership and Pathways mentor-
ing program for at-risk boys was recently honored with a humanitarian award 
from the Hord Foundation. Beattie was honored to receive the award for his 
work in the community. 
 Beattie had two mentors who were crucial in his life, which led to his start-
ing Pathways.  One was a youth minister, who guided his faith, and the second 
was his high school chemistry teacher, who encouraged him to attend college. 
 In 1996, Beattie said, he had a personal turning point when he and wife 
were in a canoe on the Zambezie River in southern Africa that capsized.  "A 
crocodile came within 6 feet of me and then swam away.  I concluded it was 
God that saved me," he said.  "That's when we started the Pathways ministry.  
I figured it was God's hint for me to do what I needed to do." 
 Pathways Danbury, a Christ-centered, one-on-one mentoring program, now 
serves 50 young men, most of whom attend Danbury High School.   Since it 
started, Beattie said, about 80 percent of the boys have graduated from high 
school, and 80 percent of those have gone on to college. 
 In 2006, he founded Jericho Partnership, which mobilizes funds, facilities 

and volunteers for a youth ministry and for at-risk adults and the homeless.  
"One of the main things my mother taught me was to work hard and persevere," Beattie 

said.  "When I went to Union Carbide, perseverance was the most important quality to me, 
as well understanding what preparation and commitment meant and sacrifice and time." 

St. Paul’s Church will welcome Bill Beattie along with Carrie Amos, Executive Director 
of Jericho Partnership, during both services on Sunday, April 28 when they will present the 
Mission Moment. 

http://www.the900project.org
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Bill+Beattie%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Jericho+Partnership+and+Pathways%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Hord+Foundation%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Pathways+ministry%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Danbury+High+School%22
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

I f you missed Bishop Sadock Makaya’s sermon last Sunday, you 
can watch it by clicking on the photo to the left.  To replay all our 

sermons, follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

†  Diocesan Mission Conference 2013 
 

T his year’s mission conference theme was Mission Mosaic: Many Ways to Serve the 
Lord.  Almost 250 people from all over Connecticut and beyond traveled to Gales 

Ferry, CT to participate including 
St. Paul’s parishioners Don & Gail 
Winkley, Bill & Cathy Shrull, Fr. 
Shepley and Pam & David Szen. 

The conference began with 
worship music in the sanctuary 
followed by opening prayers. In 
his prayer Bishop Curry noted that 
“the spirit of Lord God is here 
with us today - locally and 
globally.  We know all too well 
how the world needs the Good 
News.”  Bishop Douglas reflected 
that the theme “Mission Mosaic” 
takes in all of the different ways to be related to brothers and sisters in Christ all over the 
world and that the goals of the conference are to inspire, equip and empower.” 

Following was the morning keynote address by The Rev. Taylor Albright, a church 
planter from Western Massachusetts who noted that in all of the gospels Jesus says “Come, 
follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”  Translated “how do we reach our 
neighbors?” with prayer as an essential component.  Rev. Albright recommends that we 
listen to how Jesus speaks through the Gospels and ask ourselves “how can I be aware of my 
neighbor?”  Jesus reveals himself in conversation and by listening; He is desperate to 
connect with our neighbors - they suffer - everybody suffers.  The focus is not on the church 
but reaching people by connecting them with Jesus. 

A variety of workshops followed covering topics from Haiti to Western Tanganyika; 
Missions for Youth; Church and the 12-Step Program; Kingdom Building in the Inner City 
and Developing a Mission-Minded Church. 

The afternoon speaker, Monica Vega, has served for 21 years as a missionary in Africa.  
She reflected upon Rev. Albright’s earlier talk that “Mission is at the heart of the Church” 
and that Jesus says “follow me.”  Mission is an invitation to help our neighbors and it 
transforms us more than we transform them.  It is also about going out, not about bringing 
in, standing shoulder to shoulder with our neighbors.  She ended her address by sharing that 
“eternity last forever and it starts NOW”. 

More workshops followed in the afternoon followed by closing worship. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Mission Breakfast Raises Funds for Bishops Travel 

Y our Mission Committee sponsored a breakfast this past Sunday to welcome Bishop 
Sadock Makaya and to raise funds for his airfare from Tanzania to the US.  

Upwards of 100 friends and parishioners enjoyed 
"Crispy French Toast," raisin cinnamon swirl 

French Toast, sherbet fruit 
cocktails, OJ, and plenty of 
coffee and tea.  Everyone was 
greeted with great personal 
exchange and interaction with 
the Bishop and fellow 
parishioners.  Nearly $2,500 
has been raised!  Thanks be to 
God!  The committee thanks 
all who were involved, all who 
attended, and those who 
donated so generously to the 
fund.  

†  Transforming Outreach 
 

H ere’s a SHOUT OUT to Joyce Sarver who is now a volunteer 
at one of the Jericho Partnership ministries - the Samaritan 

Health Center. 
Joyce is a registered nurse and on Monday she began a new 

ministry at the Christ-centered Samaritan Health Center on Rose 
Street in Danbury.  This is a pediatric clinic which provides free, 
quality primary care services to uninsured children whose parents 
meet certain financial guidelines. 

This is what Joyce had to say about her first day “Had a wonderful 
time at the Samaritan Health Center.  They were all so welcoming 
and pleasant to be with.” 

Way to go, Joyce!! 
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†  Announcement Deadlines 

F or the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 
bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday 

afternoon each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

O ur annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on 

Saturday, March 30th at 10 - 11:30 am for children 

pre-K to Grade 5.  We will be accepting donations of 

wrapped candy and would love some help with 

this fun event.  If you would like to help with 

planning a craft for the children, making a 

simple snack for the children to enjoy, please 

contact either Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 

†  Change for Change 
 

D uring this time of unprecedented uncertainty children are the 

first to suffer from neglect, child abuse, hunger and trauma.  The 

Bishop’s Fund for Children is there spreading the love of Jesus and 

supporting grassroots care for the State’s most at risk children. 

You can make a difference by taking a yellow mite box and filling it 

with your loose change.  Please bring them in as you fill them, placing 

them in the offering plate and take another. 

Please return all boxes on or before April 7th to your Sunday school classroom.  Bless 

you for your support. 

Deliverer, but it is only in the New that we see this 
fulfilled in Christ.  John names him as the Word of God 
by whom all things were made, but the NT as a whole 
brings him fully into the world as the Incarnation of 
God and the promised Redeemer.  The Spirit does 
appear in Genesis as the Spirit of God (or in some 
modern versions as a wind from God) but his role is 
also fleshed out in the NT where he appears at the 
Baptism to link Jesus to the voice of the Father and in the Upper Room to empower the 
Apostles; and where Christ promises that he will lead the Church into all truth. 

To be continued. 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

 

*  I was careless last week when I spoke of the separateness of the Persons; it would have been more 
accurate to speak of them as distinct or distinguishable; since each one fully possesses the one Substance 
(Godhead) they are inseparable, though we can distinguish one from another. 

†  Apostles’ Creed. 
‡  The term, which the Creed took from John 15:26, indicates in Greek that the Father is the ultimate origin 

of the Spirit; The Latin version of the Creed (followed by most Western translations) has changed the wording to 
‘proceeding from the Father and the Son,’ commonly referred to as the filioque.  The original reason for the change 
is unclear but it is now accounted for as representing a different connotation of the Latin procedure as non-
exclusive and indicating simply that the Spirit comes to us through the Son.  The change certainly became a bone 
of contention between Eastern and Western Christianity resulting in the Great Schism of 1054 and while the 
Orthodox tend to accept the theology of this Roman explanation they still reject it as a change in the original 
mutually agreed text. 

§  A fuller description of the symbolism can be found here.  The linking of this scene to the Trinity grows 
out of the story itself where Abraham addresses the three in the singular, and where the narrator speaks of the three 
as the Lord (i.e. Yahweh). 

NB For larger images right click on any picture and then click on “Open hyperlink.” 

(Continued from page 14) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

What About the Trinity? 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=229614904
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=229614328
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=229601854
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East-West_Schism
http://www.wellsprings.org.uk/rublevs_icon/trinity.htm
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Offertory: Lift Up Your Gratitude 

By the Rev. Charles Cloughen, Jr. 
 

I n our beautiful Episcopal liturgy, following often very exuberant and warm 
exchanges of the passing of the Peace, many of us find our ways back to our 

seats as the announcements begin and newcomers are introduced.  All too often we 
hear “Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice to God,” blurted out so quickly and loudly that 
the presider often sounds like a barker at the baseball 
stadium hawking wares rather than an officiant marking 
a highly sacred and significant transition in the 
movement of the Eucharist. 

The rubrics for the Offertory say: “Representatives 
of the congregation bring the people’s offering of bread 
and wine, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or 
presider.  The people stand while the offerings are 
presented and placed on the altar.” 

The movement of the liturgy is one of call and 
response.  The call to offer the gifts of bread, wine and 
money is a sacred invitation for us to embody our praise 
and thanksgiving to the One who is the source of all 
gifts.  We stand as the gifts are processed to the altar, 
and we may say a quiet prayer of thank you.  We 
recognize that the money we place in the offering plate 
symbolizes the energy of Self, a portion of our time, labor and skills.  Our gift is given 
in gratitude and thanksgiving for the gift of God’s enduring , abundant faithfulness and 
grace. 

One of my pet peeves is hearing the offertory plate referred to as the “collection 
plate.”  Here in the Diocese of Maryland, we certainly don’t have “collection 
agencies.”  Do you wonder why people may not pledge?  We are not having a 
collection but gathering an offering, freely given in thanks for all of God’s blessings. 

The Offertory is also a wonderful opportunity to express gratitude for the 
generosity and faithfulness of the gathered community.  It is they, who make possible 
God’s mission through the congregation, the Diocese, and the wider Church 
domestically and abroad. 

A key question for all of us is, “How much should I give?” 
In some denominations parishioners are asked to “Give until it hurts.”  In the 

Episcopal Church we have discovered Episcopalians have a very low pain threshold.  I 
believe one should “Give until it feels good!”  One’s Sunday offering should make the 
heart should glow with the ministry that the gift makes possible. 

Some say no gift is too small!  As I read the Gospels, that is not Jesus talking.  If 
you believe no gift is too small, take your husband, wife or partner to McDonald’s for 
your wedding anniversary;  buy your son or daughter a package of Doublemint gum 
for a birthday gift; buy your mother a box of cake mix for Christmas.  You will find 
out that indeed some gifts are too small for certain occasions. 

What is the largest monetary gift in the Gospels? 
Jesus is in the temple watching what people are giving.( Mark 12:41-44) A widow 

comes forward and puts two copper coins in the offering. Jesus commends her for her 
gift.  She gave all that she had!  I believe she gave the largest gift in the Gospels. 

What is the second largest monetary gift in the Gospels? 
I believe it is Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) , the rich tax collector whom Jesus called 

down from the tree.  Zacchaeus committed himself to pay back fourfold all that he had 
cheated and then give half his fortune to feed the poor. 

In Palestine and Israel dinner guests do not clean their plates, always leaving a 
little food there.  If you do as your mother taught you and clean your plate, they will 
pile more food on until you cry “Uncle!”  There always needs to be abundance: more 
than enough! 

God’s grace is like that.  So how does one decide on how much to give? 

(Continued on page 15) 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

The Waiting Father 
 

 Joshua 5:9-12 

T he Old Testament reading tells of the first Passover kept by the Israelites after they 
has crossed over the Jordan River into the promised land.  Now that they can eat the 

produce of the countryside, there is no need for the miraculous manna of the wilderness.  
This happens at Gilgal, a name meaning wheel, which suggests the wordplay as God 
declares the reproaches of the people to be rolled away. 

 Psalm 32 
A thanksgiving for the forgiveness of sin. 
 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
In this passage Paul celebrates the new perspective that 

comes in Christ, and God’s reconciling work in Christ that 
now makes it appeal to others through his disciples.  Those 
who are united to Christ are part of a new order of creation.  
For our sake Christ experienced the consequences of human 
sin that we might have a right relationship with God.  Now 
we are ambassadors of this message of reconciliation. 

 Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
Our gospel is the parable of the prodigal son, his elder brother, and their loving father.  

Hearers are meant to participate in the story by experiencing how it feels to be these 
individuals.  One notices that the wastrel son thinks his father will only take him back if he 
promises to work hard and form a legalistic relationship with him.  But what is the father to 
do when he sees his long-lost son coming down the road?  How is the elder son to react to 
his brother’s joyous welcome?  The parable closes by leaving that last question to us. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for April Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The April Sword will have a theme of Lent 

and Holy Week.  Be creative.  The deadline is March 25th.  Send 

your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Psalm 32:9 
"I will instruct you and 

teach you in the way 

that you should go 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

What About the Trinity? (Continued) 
 

Q.: Based on several informal but most interesting conversations in and around St. 
Paul's church - it might be helpful to have something written on the Trinity - what is united 
about them (in layman's language), and what is distinctive about each (in layman's 
language).  Then perhaps some very practical answers to questions - such as: 

(a) Does it matter whom we pray to - is there a preference or a rule about the one to 
whom we are to pray?  Are they powerful and wise enough to sort it out between them, no 
matter which of them we feel most comfortable praying to? 

(b) How do we see the different members of the Trinity active throughout the Bible.  Is 
there a pattern as to the types of interventions and actions taken by each one of them? 

(c) Do they have different personalities or personhood of their own?  How do we know 
this?  What analogy that is simple to share might represent their relationship to each other 
and to us, their creation? 

 

L ast week we looked at the Biblical basis for doctrine of the Trinity, and at the 
definition as it was developed in the third and fourth centuries with its distinction 

between the one Substance (‘what’) which is God and the three Persons (‘who’) of Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit that together make up that Unity.  Today we can 
continue with a closer look at what is distinctive* about the three Persons. 

Trinitarian teaching holds that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are co-
equal  (none is subordinate to any other) and co-eternal (all existed together 
from the very beginning) but distinguishes among them in part by the nature 
of their connection to each other.  Thus the Son is described in the Creed as 
“begotten not made.”  This language is obviously figurative, as a literal 
begetting would require the intervention of a mother, but the real point here 
is that God did not make the Son as in any way a separate being, but that the 
relationship is inherent, like that of an (idealized) human father and his son.  
A different term is chosen for the Holy Spirit, who is described in the Nicene 
Creed as proceeding‡ from the Father.  To put this in somewhat simpler 
form: The Son and the Holy Ghost share in the Father’s Godhead because 
their distinct Persons derive (from the very beginning) from the Person of the 
Father. 

In this connection it is interesting that images of the Trinity fall into two 
general categories.  One (like the 1428 Masaccio fresco above right) shows the three 
Persons as individuals with the Spirit often symbolized by the dove; the Father as an 
overarching figure, and the Son on the cross (as here) or in some other Gospel scene.  These 

depictions are rare in Eastern iconography but are very common in Western 
Christian art.  The other type avoids this type historical presentation and presents 
the figures as essentially alike.  The best known is Rublev’s 1410 icon (left) of the 
Trinity (which also serves as the basis for many variants) 
where the image is based on the three angels visiting 
Abraham in Genesis 18 but the symbolism in the image takes 
it beyond that event.  Thus all three figures have the same 
face and wear a blue robe symbolizing heaven or divinity, but 
each wears a second color: the Father has an ethereal robe as 
he is the unseen creator, Christ has a brown - earth-colored - 
robe for his human nature, and the Spirit a green one 
symbolizing his role as the giver of new life.§  A less subtle 
treatment of this essential likeness is found in a much later 

(ca. 1900) German painting (right) by F. Leiber where the triangular 
halos clearly indicate the Trinity but the Persons are only distinguished 
by small symbols on the front of their garments. 

Finally the Persons do have distinguishable roles.  Throughout the 
Old Testament God is presented as Creator and as Ruler of All; and 
these carry into the New Testament where this Person is also named 
Father.  The OT also speaks of a Messiah and a Redeemer or 

(Continued on page 11) 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=229611637
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Masaccio,_trinit%C3%A0.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rublevtrinit%C3%A4t_ubt.gif
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Alice Keller, strength and freedom from pain. 
…..St. Barnabas’, Greenwich; Bishop Seabury Church, Groton; Christ Church, Guilford. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Austria. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..The Diocesan Program & Budget Committee. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
.….provisions so that the truth of the gospel will free those 
enslaved by the region’s traditional religious practices in Chiapas, Mexico. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain. 
…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 
…..the victims and families of the hot air balloon crash near Luxor, Egypt. 
…..Randy A, healing from blood clots. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Kay Tucker, a miracle of healing. 
…..An increase in business for Walter. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
" I am the Lord who Heals you.  I am, Jesus, the one, who loves you" 

†  First Communion 

F irst Holy Communion classes will begin on Sunday, April 21 at 
9:45 am until 10:15 am in the Level IV classroom.  Classes will 

be held for four (4) consecutive weeks with First Holy Communion 
taking place on Sunday, May 19 during the 10:30 am service.  

In the Episcopal Church we believe in the tithe!  Tithing is giving 10% of one’s income 
for God’s work.  For me personally, that includes The Cathedral of the Incarnation, 
Bishop’s Appeal, The American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, Berkeley 
Divinity School at Yale and numerous charities. 

To put it succinctly, giving makes me feel rich.  Giving makes me happy.  And I have 
found that happiness requires intention.  We can choose a life style of gratitude, being 
thankful for the life God has given us.  I have found persons who are thankful are 
appreciated by others.  I thank God for my life, for my wife Judy, for my children and 
grandchildren, my parents, my church and my beloved Diocese of Maryland.  I thank God 
for every birthday and the opportunity to love, forgive and give thanks.  I have been 
fortunate to be a priest in good parishes and dioceses for some 42 years, serving the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  I have been given the promise of eternal life with Jesus.  I have much to be 
thankful for, and I give and share what I have in the spirit of thanksgiving.  I know that 
through my giving I am helping to change lives and make a difference in our world. 

My advice: Next time the offertory plate comes to you, lift up your heart in gratitude and 
give until it feels good. 

The Rev. Charles Cloughen, Jr. serves as the Director of Director of Planned Giving, 
Stewardship and Development, in the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland.  He is the author of 
One Minute Stewardship Sermons, a year-round liturgically based resource that provides 
short teachings and stewardship reflections that help clergy and lay leaders connect the 
ministries of the congregation to the offering. 

(Continued from page 12) Lift Up Your Gratitude 



16  

  
†  Easter Memorials 

 

T here are envelopes on the back 
table for anyone wishing to 

have flowers in the church for Easter 
Sunday in memory of loved ones and 
friends.  All names will be listed in the 
Easter bulletin and are due by Sunday, 
March 24th.  Any questions may be 
directed to Gail Winkley at 203-775-
3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  
Thank you! 

A bility Beyond Disability’s Annual Gala is nearly 2 months away… 
and they are well into the planning process. The event will be 

taking place on Saturday, April 27th at the Amber Room Colonnade in 
Danbury. This “60th Anniversary Gala Is Celebrating Individual Triumphs”. 
The theme is glitz, glam and elegance and it’s going to be a blast. 

The Gala thrives because of the outstanding volunteers who help out 
year after year, so please consider donating your time in an effort to 
making this year the best yet. If you are interested please let Pam Szen 
know. 

†  Church Cleaning Day 

O n Saturday, March 16, everyone is invited 
to join in helping to make the church 

sanctuary spotless for Palm Sunday, Holy Week 
and Easter.  We will clean all the woodwork, 
vacuum the seat cushions, clean windows, clean all 
the brass, get rid of the cobwebs, etc.  We will 
begin around 10 am and finish no later than 2 pm.  
If you can only come for an hour or two - that is 
fine, too!   Cleaning supplies will be provided and 
possibly a snack or two for lunch.  Join us - as we 
all know that many hands make light work.  Please 
consider joining us as we serve the Lord in this 
place and in this way.  

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

  

Directions: 
Stove Top: Place corned beef in a pot and barely 

cover with hot water.  Add onions, garlic, and 
seasonings.  Cover and simmer about 1 hour per 
pound of meat, or till fork tender.  Remove meat from 
liquid, add potatoes and carrots.  Cover and bring to a 
boiling, cook for 10 minutes.  Then add cabbage and 
cook for another 20 minutes 

Crock Pot: Set on low and cook overnight for 12-16 
hours depending on size of brisket.  Add water to fill 
about half to two thirds.  Potatoes and carrots can be 
done separately on stove or in a second crock pot or 
added later in the cooking process so they don’t turn 
to mush.  If not cooking overnight, set on high for 

about 
half 
the 
time. 
Also, you may need to monitor the water 
level, it will rise during the cooking 
process and occasionally you may need 
to drain off some liquid.  

†  Corned Beef & Cabbage 

Ingredients: 
3 –4 pound corned beef brisket 
2 onions, sliced 
2 cloves of garlic, minced  
6 whole cloves 6 small to medium potatoes, pared 
6 small carrots, pared 
6 cabbage wedges (1 med. Head) 
2 bay leaves 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Just As I Am, Without One Plea 
Gradual Hymn There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
Offertory Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Closing Hymn Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
 

Just As I Am Without One Plea 
 

J ust As I Am has been around since 1835.  It was made 
especially popular in the 20th century as the 'official' altar 

call song of the Billy Graham Crusades.  Many souls have found 
Jesus as Savior in response to the simple beauty of this song. 

When poet Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871) was 46 years old, 
an elderly man approached her at a dinner party and asked if she 
was a Christian.  She considered him rude and unkind, and that 
his question was inappropriate.  After the man walked away, 
Charlotte could not get his question out of her mind so she went 
to find the man, and to ask how to become a Christian.  That 
night she received Jesus as her Lord and Savior.  Soon thereafter 
she wrote Just As I Am as a testimony to her newfound faith, 
and as a tribute to the man who had told her that she could come 
to Christ, 'just as she was'.  Over the remainder of her life 
Charlotte wrote 150 hymns. 

If you went 

to Alpha 

last night, 

read this! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYUL5KS43wA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvwt9WFuDFI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUhU0HgTq94
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SwvpTl88jwI
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

†  Girl Scout Sunday This Week 
 

A ny Girl Scout who is interested in participating, should 
arrive by 10:15 wearing her vest or sash.  Brookfield Girl 

Scouts will receive a participation badge.  Please email M.J. Hartell if your 
daughter plans to participate (JohnRConte@msn.com). 

†  What God Wants 
 

So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

2 Corinthians 5:20 
 

W hat would really satisfy us would be a God who said of anything we 
happened to like doing, “What does it matter as long as they are 

contented?”  We want, in fact, not so much Father in Heaven as a 
grandfather in heaven - a senile benevolence who, as they say, “liked to see 
young people enjoying themselves,” and whose plan for the universe was 
simply that it might be said at the end of each day, “a good time was had by 
all.”  Not many people, I admit, would formulate a theology in precisely 
those terms: but a conception not very different lurks at the back of many 
minds.  I do not claim to be an exception; I should very much like to live in 
a universe which was governed on such lines.  But since it is abundantly 
clear that I don’t, and since I have reason to believe, nevertheless, that God 
is Love, I conclude that my conception of love needs correction. 

- C. S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

 “No longer was there manna for the Israelites, who that year ate of the yield of the 

land of Canaan.”                       (Joshua 5:12) 
 

T hroughout the forty years that the Israelites journeyed through the desert, God 

provided them with manna to eat.  As soon as they were able to enjoy the fruits 

of the Promised Land the manna ceased.  Likewise, God’s blessings to us may change 

over the years but it is important to trust that God will always provide us with all that 

we need. 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Gary Stein (above) wants to 

know...has David Shepley 

(right) gone monastic?  Not 

really.  David’s hair cut is 

courtesy of his swim team 

members.  And he put the 

look to good use since he had 

to do a self-portrait for a 

photography class assignment.  

The Sword Points Editorial 

Board gives him an A+ 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris 
Barrett,  
Drew 

Crocker, Debbie 
Delaventura, 

Lynne Donnelly, 
M.J. Hartell, Bill 

Loring, Beth 
Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Linda 
Pendergast,  

Kirsten Peterson, 
Joe Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen, 
Don Winkley & 
Gail Winkley. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

