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Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 
 

A s you read this, we will be preparing for our Maundy Thursday service 
this evening, beginning what is known as Holy Triduum (the time from 

the Eve of Good Friday through Easter).  Tonight we celebrate three gifts that 
Jesus has given to His Church: servant leadership, the Eucharist and love that is 
even stronger than death.  In the midst of his actions surrounding the night on 
which he was betrayed, actions we commemorate with our special liturgy, may 
Jesus’ words reach the depths of our hearts: “A new command I give you: Love 
one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another” (John 13:34).  
Following the celebration of the Lord's Supper, we are invited to spend time in a 
vigil of watchful prayer with our Lord. 

 
On Good Friday we will meditate upon our Lord’s sacrifice for us, a time of 

reflective devotion surrounding His death and the emptiness of what a world 
without Jesus looks and feels like.  This day creates space for repentance, our 
recognition of how lost we are without Christ and how much we yearn for him 
once again.  May Jesus’ words we remember on this day reach the depths of our 
hearts: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). 

 
Holy Saturday, the day of waiting for the Lord’s Resurrection, concludes 

with the celebration of the Easter Vigil.  Jesus, who took on our human flesh, 
who suffered and died for us, now rises in that same human body, glorified and 
immortal, as befits the new life of Resurrection.  We begin the Vigil with the 
blessing of the Easter fire, a visible reminder of God’s glory that I pray reaches 
the depths of our hearts knowing that “our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 
12:29) who shows forth the Son of God as the “Light of the world” (John 8:12).  
The following morning we will continue the celebration of Christ’s 
Resurrection. 

 
Because He lives, great things of God await us as we look to the Easter 

season at St. Paul’s, one promising the Risen Jesus’ guidance of our parish as 
we share the Good News with the world around us.  My prayer is that we would 
lift up our hearts in worship as God’s love reaches new depths in us by Word 
and Sacrament, and through the Spirit’s 
ministry among us in the power of God. 

 
With all blessings, 

Reaching the Depths of Our HeartsReaching the Depths of Our HeartsReaching the Depths of Our Hearts   
     On this day the LORD has acted; * 

we will rejoice and be glad in it.      (Psalm 118:24). 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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There will be no 

Sunday School 

or Nursery on 

Easter, Sunday Bring your 

Mite Box-

es back by 

April 7th 
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

O n Palm Sunday, Fr. Shepley's sermon emphasized Jesus' title as 
the Prince of Peace.  Looking at the fulfillment of ancient 

prophecy, this message leads the hearer to receive Christ's peace and 
salvation as Holy Week approaches.  To replay all our sermons, follow 
this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

D ouglas Brown celebrates tomorrow!  Saturday is big day for 

Barbara Davidson, Kirsten Peterson & Robin Powell.  

Chris Goodman & Lauren Onorato will be opening 

presents on Easter.  Catherine Kast, Noah DoBosh, Rory 

Palmer & Tyler Adams will be a year older and wiser on 

Tuesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

You must be willing to follow if you want God to lead.~ Anonymous  

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Mar 28 - Maundy Thursday 

  7:30 pm - Maundy Thursday Liturgy, Foot Washing, Stripping 

      of the Altar, & Holy Communion 

Fri, Mar 29 - Good Friday 
  (Parish Office Closed) 

  10:00 am - Good Friday Ecumenical Walk 

  12:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

  6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross 

  7:30 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

Sat, Mar 30 - Holy Saturday 

  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

  10:00 am - Children’s Easter Celebration 

  7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter 

Sun, Mar 31 - Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day  
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

Mon, Apr 1 - 4:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Apr 2 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, Apr 3 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

Thu, Apr 4 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Apr 6 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Apr 7 - Second Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  9:15 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

  6:00 pm - Vespers with Communion 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

†  First Communion 

F irst Holy Communion classes will begin on Sunday, April 21 at 
9:45 am until 10:15 am in the Level IV classroom.  Classes will be 

held for four (4) consecutive weeks with First Holy Communion taking 
place on Sunday, May 19 during the 10:30 am service.  

†  Worth the Risk 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Psalm 118:24 
 

T he happiness which God designs for His higher creatures is 

the happiness of being freely, voluntarily united to him and 

to each other in an ecstasy of love and delight compared with 

which the most rapturous love between a man and a woman on this 

earth is mere milk and water.  And for that they must be free. 

Of course God knew what would happen if they used their 

freedom the wrong way: apparently He thought it worth the risk.. 

Perhaps we feel inclined to disagree with him.  But there is a 

difficulty about disagreeing with God.  He is the source from which 

all your reasoning power comes: you could not be right and He 

wrong any more than a stream can rise higher than its own source. 

C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

 

Last Saturday our Vestry held a one day retreat at the Oratory of the Little Way to get 

to know one another and focus on a vision of the Lord’s will for St. Parish as a parish. 
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Student Spotlight 
Each week, we’ll be highlighting one of our OWN who are attending the summer 

mission trip.  This week’s spotlight is on: 
 

Stephanie Bernardo 
 

Fast Fact Favorites 
Sport/Hobby:  Piano 
Place to Visit:  Old Sturbridge Village 
Youth Group Game:  Gaga 
Ice Cream Flavor:  Mint Chocolate Chip 
School Subject:  English 

 

I n my free time I like to hang with my friends, 
play piano, and sing.  I've been a cheerleader 

since third grade but had to give it up my sophomore 
year to work part-time at a local grocery store.  I've also 
belonged to St. Paul's since third grade, 10 years now.   

At church I'm part of the senior high youth group.  
I've been a Sunday school teacher for children ages 4-6 
since my freshmen year of high school.  I have also 
been an acolyte for the 10:30 service since fifth grade.  

This mission trip will be my third since being 

involved with St. Paul's and I'm very 
excited and eager to go because of 
my past experiences like hosting a 
day care in Pennsylvania for a week 
in sixth grade and working at a Safe 
house in New York for abused 
woman and their children in 8th 
grade.  After this trip I'm hoping to 
get out a beautiful memory based on 
the work of God through children 
and adults.  I can’t wait. 

St. Paul’s OWN 

Mar 31st  -  NO Youth Group 

Apr 7th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Apr 13th  -  Spring Work Day 

Apr 14th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Apr 21st  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Apr 28th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Fundraising update! 
 

Last Sunday we wrapped up our final fundraiser, 
Sponsor Our OWN, in a huge way!  Before the 
10:30 coffee hour had even started to wind down, we 
received our 48th and final sponsor!  We want to 
give a huge thank you to all of those who supported this fundraiser. 

 

With a few final donations still trickling in, we have just crept up to the $9,000 
amount that we set out to raise!  It looks like we will finish ahead of schedule and 
above our goal for this year.  This is truly a blessing since there are a couple of loose 
ends to tie up which may push our costs just over what we originally expected.  We’ll 
keep you posted on the final results in the coming weeks. 

 

Mission Central 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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O ur annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on 

Saturday, March 30th at 10 - 11:30 am for children 

pre-K to Grade 5.  We will be accepting donations of 

wrapped candy and would love some help with 

this fun event.  If you would like to help with 

planning a craft for the children, making a 

simple snack for the children to enjoy, please 

contact either Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 

 

†  Dorothy Day Ministry 

E very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve meals at 
the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury.  Please consider helping out in this 

vital ministry.  Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.  

Sacristans for 

April are: 

Sue Balla, Betty 

Gardner, and 

Linda Pendergast  



8  

  

†  The Paperboy Tither 
by Bruce Rockwell 

 

T he month of March is the month in which my father was born.  As the month of 
March approached, I was thinking about my Dad.  I give God great thanks for who 

Dad was and for all the things I learned from him, all that he gave me during his lifetime.  I 
am blessed that my father lived for 85 years before he joined my mother and the other 

saints of God in the life hereafter.  So, I had many years 
to learn from him and to enjoy his company. 
 One of the things I’ll always remember is a spiritual 
practice I began after a lesson from my father when I 
was just twelve years old and had become a newspaper 
carrier, my first real job! 
 After I got the paper route, Dad sat down with me 
and talked about God being the source of all things.  He 
told me that everything we had was a gift from God.  
And so, he explained, the money that I would begin 
earning as a result of my paper route was a gift from 
God.  He then suggested that the best way that I could 
thank God for all that God had given me and was giving 
me would be to set aside ten percent of my earnings as 
an offering of thanksgiving.  My father went on to 
explain that, by making this offering to God, he thought I 
would be drawn into a closer relationship with God, my 
creator. 
 I found a small white box and drew a cross on it.  I 
placed the box with the other things I had to support my 
“new work” as a newspaper carrier.  And each week, 
after I had collected from my customers and settled up 
with Gannett, the publisher of the now defunct Times-
Union in Rochester, New York, I would figure out what 
ten percent of my earnings was, and I would put the ten 
percent, the tithe, in that little white box.  And so it was 
that at twelve years of age I became a tither. 
 Prior to that time, the money that went into my 
church school offering had been money that I was given 
for that purpose.  But, as a result of having that little 

white box, the offerings that I now made at church (incidentally it was the parish that my 
father served as rector) came from “real money,” money that I had, through the grace of 
God, earned.  And, as a result, the offerings became more important to me since I now felt 
like a real participant in the offering.  I recall looking forward to the offering and placing 
what was for me a significant gift in the alms basin. 

I wish I could say that tithing continued to be my spiritual practice from that day to the 
present.  But the truth is that I’m what I sometimes call a “born-again” tither.  When I went 
off to college, then on to the United States Navy, then began my career as a banker, I left 
that spiritual practice behind.  It was not a conscious decision no longer to tithe, it just 
happened, perhaps because I became distracted, and no longer realized that all that I had 
was still a gift from the loving God. 

I’m happy to say that some years later, I was ready to hear the message about the 
spiritual importance of tithing once again when I attended a stewardship conference as a 
young adult.  At that conference I was among people I consider to have been “saints of 
God,” who gave me the most precious gift a person of faith can give another.  They gave 
me the gift of their story.  They talked about tithing as an essential spiritual discipline in 
their journey of faith.  Their stories were so inspiring, they brought to mind that first 
stewardship lesson I had received from my Dad.  Their stories reminded me of the reality of 
my life … that all that I had was a gift from God.  And that brought me back to the spiritual 
practice of tithing.  I thank God every day for those “saints of God.”  And I thank God for 
my father, the Rev. James A. Rockwell, who gave me my first stewardship lesson and 
started me on the pathway. 

http://www.tens.org/blog?authorID=16
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Directions: 
In a large bowl, combine 1 cup flour, sugar, salt and yeast; stir well.  Combine milk 

and butter in a small saucepan; heat until milk is warm and butter is softened but not 
melted. 

Gradually add the milk and butter to the flour mixture; stirring 
constantly.  Add two eggs and 1/2 cup flour; beat well.  Add the 
remaining flour, 1/2 cup at a time, stirring well after each addition.  
When the dough has pulled together, turn it out onto a lightly floured 
surface and knead until smooth and elastic, about 8 minutes. 

Lightly oil a large bowl, place the dough in the bowl and turn to coat 
with oil.  Cover with a damp cloth 
and let rise in a warm place until 
doubled in volume, about 1 hour. 
Deflate the dough and turn it out 
onto a lightly floured surface.  
Divide the dough into two equal size 
rounds; cover and let rest for 10 minutes.  Roll each 
round into a long roll about 36 inches long and 1 1/2 
inches thick.  Using the two long pieces of dough, 
form a loosely braided ring, leaving spaces for the 
five colored eggs.  Seal the ends of the ring together 

and use your fingers to slide the eggs between the braids of dough. 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Place loaf on a buttered baking sheet and cover loosely 

with a damp towel.  Place loaf in a warm place and let rise until doubled in bulk, about 
45 minutes. Brush risen loaf with melted butter. 

Bake in preheated oven for 50 to 55 minutes, or until golden. 

†  Easter Bread 

Ingredients: 
2 ½ c. all-purpose flour, divided 
¼ c. white sugar 
1 tsp. salt 
1-.25 oz. pkg. active dry yeast 
2/3 c. milk 
2 T. butter 
2 eggs 
5 whole eggs,, dyed if desired 
2 T. butter, melted 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
Offertory Behold the Lamb 
Communion Alleluia, He Is Coming 

Closing Hymn Christ Is Alive!  Let Christians Sing 
 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 

W riting the story of this hymn is a task complicated by the hymn's early origins, the 
many changes that it has undergone through the centuries, and the conflicting 

dates and data found in the various sources that I consulted. 
Having noted the complications, let me do my best to outline the history of "Jesus Christ Is 
Risen Today." 
• This hymn had its origins in a 14th century Latin carol, "Surrexit Christus hodie," the 
author of which is entirely anonymous. 
• It was translated into English by Nahum Tate (a poet laureate) and Nicholas Brady (an 
Anglican clergyman) and paired with the tune "Easter Hymn" in the book Lyra Davidica in 
1708. 
• Then after major revisions and with new stanzas, it was published in Arnolds Compleat 
Psalmodist in 1779. 
• The stanza that begins, "Sing we to our God above," was written in 1740 by Charles 
Wesley and added much later - apparently long after the 1779 publication of Compleat 
Psalmodist. 

Now to the tune!  "Easter Hymn" comes from Lyra Davidica (1708).  The composer is 
unknown. 

Copyright 2008, Richard Niell Donovan 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMwPEmUMP7U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaeAo3vkcYY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8GXsxqPbrI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2_W-Z8zz_g
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Holy Week 
 

B y popular demand (actually from my Research Assistant, who is at least popular 
with me) I am writing again about the special services of Holy Week.  It is three 

years since I last did this, so some of my more attentive long term readers may recognize 
that I am reusing parts of an old column, hoping that they will not remember too many 
details and that there will be enough new readers to make it worthwhile. 

 The special services of Holy Week were rather broadly revised in the 1979 
Prayer Book, and may still be unfamiliar to those who have come to us out of 
different traditions, so let me take this opportunity to give an introduction to them.  
From Palm Sunday through Saturday morning it has now become common to use 
red (but not festive) vestments as a reminder of Christ’s blood, shed for us.  This 
was the most common English usage, and since Vatican II it has largely replaced 
the older Roman use of purple or violet in that church also. 
 On the Sunday of the Passion, also known as Palm Sunday, there are two 
separate observances: the blessing and procession of palms to mark Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem; and then a 
liturgical remembrance of the Passion (Christ’s 
arrest, trial, and crucifixion).  The Palm liturgy 
(Prayer Book, page 270) often begins outside 
the Church and includes an anthem, a Collect, a 

Gospel reading describing the entry into Jerusalem, the 
actual blessing of palms, and then the Procession into 
the Church.  At the Eucharist the Gospel is read in a 
special form, announced as “The Passion of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ” and read or sung by three or more readers 
representing the Narrator (a tenor when it is sung), Christ (a bass), and the various other 
speakers (an alto), with crowd parts often assigned to the whole congregation.  The usual 
responses before and after the Gospel are omitted. 

 On Maundy Thursday the service (page 274) is pretty much as usual 
but with an (optional) washing of feet inserted after the sermon.  We also 
celebrate the Eucharist in the evening approximating the time of the 
original Last Supper.  This restores the ancient custom, but over time it 
had become common to push it back into the morning.*  Additional bread 
and wine are consecrated in this service for Communion on Good Friday 
when traditionally the Eucharist is not actually celebrated.  A final 
ceremony of Maundy Thursday is the stripping of the Altar, symbolizing 
the stripping of Jesus’ body before his crucifixion.  In origin this was 
probably a simple matter of housekeeping, as it still is today, so that 
everything could be fresh and bright for the Easter celebration.  At this 
time the altar cloths and furnishings are removed while Psalm 22 is 
recited. 

The Good Friday Liturgy (page 276) begins with a 
period of silent Prayer with the clergy customarily lying 
prostrate before the Altar.  The Ministry of the Word 
follows with a collect, readings with a psalm after the first 
reading, and then St. John’s account of the Passion, read in 
the same manner as on Palm Sunday.  The Sermon follows 
as usual and a hymn may be sung.  The Prayers of the 
People take the form of a set of Solemn Collects, each 
preceded by its own bidding and a period of silent prayer.  It 
is traditional for the people to kneel for the silent prayers 
and stand again for the Collect and the following bidding.  
This illustrates one of the original functions of the Collect, 
gathering together the individual prayers of the 
congregation.  Two optional elements follow.  First is the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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display and veneration of a wooden cross (this began in Jerusalem using a portion of the 
True Cross), and then the administration of Holy Communion using the elements 
consecrated the night before. 

The Easter Vigil (page 285) restores a very ancient form of the Celebration of the 
Resurrection.  Like the Maundy Thursday celebration it came to be celebrated in advance, 
early Saturday morning.*  This was true in the Roman Catholic Church, as well as in 
Anglican Churches which borrowed this form of service from them, until the beginnings of 
Liturgical revision in the 1950’s.  Since it was and is the main Easter celebration (in intent 
at least) it marked the end of the Lenten fast, and this is surely a major reason for the early 
hour.  It is now celebrated at a convenient time between sunset and sunrise, and preferably 
when it is quite dark.  There are four main elements.  
First comes the lighting of a new fire and the carrying of 
the Paschal candle to the chancel.  Anciently the Paschal 
candle was often too large to be carried in this way - see 
the illustration - and light from the new fire was carried 
to it and used to light it in place.  The Deacon then sings 
Exsultet (Rejoice)† which both proclaims the 
Resurrection and blesses the candle.  In either case this 
symbolizes the light of Christ overcoming the darkness 
of the world (thus the preference for doing this in the 
dark).  This is followed by the reading of two or more 
(ten are provided) Old Testament Prophecies, each 
followed by a psalm and a collect.  The third section is 
the blessing of the font and Baptism, or at least the 
renewal of Baptismal vows.  Traditionally the Litany 
was sung on the way back from the font (replacing the 
Prayers of the People) but this has become uncommon 
today.  Finally the Eucharist follows beginning with Gloria in excelsis, often accompanied 
by fanfares and joyful ringing of bells.  The Church is dark for the first part of the service; 
some light is usually provided for the lessons and Baptism; finally the whole church is lit for 
the Eucharist. 

I first experienced this Vigil service some 60 years ago, and have made a point of 
participating in it ever since.  The dramatic impact of the lighting of a (well-controlled) 
bonfire, the Exsultet with its linking of the events of the first Passover (the Exodus from 
Egypt) with the Resurrection as an escape from sin and death, the following lessons 
summarizing God’s mighty acts (and always including the passage through the Red Sea), 
the reminder of Baptism - with or without an actual celebration of that Sacrament - seen as 
another instance of salvation coming through water, and finally the festal celebration of the 
Eucharist (and this is the Easter Service when we should let out all the stops of glorious 
music with organ, bells, trumpets, bagpipes, and whatever else is available; and with the 
best vestments, ceremonial, and song we can offer).  This presents the whole Christian story 
in a way that nothing else we do can really match. 

May your Holy Week be a time of reflection and preparation for the joy of Easter. 
Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence. 

_________________________ 
 
*  The practice of pushing the times of various service back to earlier hours, especially during Lent, seems to 

reflect the strict fast that was generally observed in the mediaeval period with the celebration of Mass on fast days 
being delayed until after the midafternoon prayer 
service (called Nones) and people - even if not 
receiving communion at that time - being expected 
to fast until afterwards.  The solution was not to 
change the fasting rules as such, but to move the 
Mass, and therefore Nones and the other prayer 
hours, to a much earlier time of day.  
† Especially in Italy it was common to sing this 
from a richly illuminated scroll (the illustration in 
the text is taken from such a scroll and actually 
shows the Deacon singing from that scroll. 

(Continued from page 10) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Holy Week 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was 

with him.” (Acts 10:38) 
 

A s we celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord, we 

must realize that in rising from the dead, Jesus 

declares to us that He is truly God and His way is the 

real way.  His commands are real.  We cannot ignore 

them any longer.  We must throw off our chains of 

greed, materialism and selfishness and rise to a new 

level of giving and doing good, just as Jesus called us to 

do. 

†  Where We Went to Church Last 
Sunday 

 

R ay & Carol Ferro and Phil & Debbie Barackman 
worshipped at The Huguenot Church in Charleston, 

South Carolina on Palm Sunday.  This photo was taken the 
day before on a tour of the church with friends of the 
Huguenot Fellowship (http://huguenotfellowship.org/
programs/aix/), which supports the Reformed Seminary in 
Aix-en-Provence, France. 

-Phil Barackman  

2 Catherine Kast 
 Noah DoBosh 
 Rory Palmer 
 Tyler Adams 
4 Helen Carli 
5 Abby Schrull Rock-

lein 
6 Matthew Werneburg 
7 Catherine Clayton 
 Michael Pinheiro 
9 Laura Cavagna 
11 Kevin Janofsky 
 Lorraine Estok 
 Tyler Mannion 
14 Nicole Castronova 

15 Andrew Melody 
 Sarah Shepley 
 Debbi Pomeroy 
16 Carol Woien 
17 Shane Kirner 
 Steven Zombo 
 Susan Cavagna 
18 Maria Silva 
19 Jean Stauffer 
 Stephanie Bernardo 
20 Ashley Williams 
 Audrey Powell 
 Carol Gurski 
21 Brenda Darling 
 Christopher Boyce 

24 Ian Loring 
 Pamela Szen 
26 Michael Chengeri 
28 Anastasia Connors 
29 Charles Allen 
30 Giesele Castronova 

Please call the Parish Office, 203-775-9587, with any additions or corrections to the 

above list. 

  

Please pray 

for each of 

the 

parishioners 

on their birthday! 

God knew you before you were born, and he had great plans for you.  

http://huguenotfellowship.org/programs/aix/
http://huguenotfellowship.org/programs/aix/
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Alleluia 
 

 Acts 10:34-43 

I n this lesson Peter realizes that the good news of the gospel is meant for 
all people, and he proclaims the crucified and risen Jesus.  At first Peter 

was slow to believe that God wanted him to bring the word to a non-Jew.  But 
God has shown this to be the divine will, and Peter gladly responds to 
Cornelius, a Roman Centurion, together with his family and friends.  The risen 
Jesus has appeared to chosen witnesses, and all who trust in him receive 
forgiveness of sins in his name. 
 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

A festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation. 
 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

In this lesson Paul describes the plan of the resurrection age: it has begun 
with Christ’s rising, and this event gives us confidence that God will defeat 
death, the last enemy.  Some of the Corinthians either doubted Christ’s 
resurrection or held that Christians could already live a fully resurrected life in 
the spirit without any regard for the body.  Paul insists on the reality of Christ’s 
rising, which has made possible the hope of a new life in a world where all presently die. 
 John 20:1-18 

Our gospel tells how three women disciples first learn of Jesus’ resurrection.  Coming 
early in the morning to anoint the body, they find the stone covering the tomb rolled away 
and the body gone.  No human eye sees Jesus rise, but now two angelic figures appear and 
remind the troubled and frightened women that Jesus had predicted these things would 
happen to him.  The women then report what they have heard and seen to the apostles, but 
their word is not believed.  Peter runs to the tomb and is amazed at what has happened. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for May Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo 

for our next monthly Sword.  The May Sword will have a 

theme of spring (hopefully it will be here soon) and 

Pentecost.  Be creative.  The deadline is April 22nd.  Send your 

pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

My brethren, this is a lesson for 

us; let us never reckon that we 

have learned a doctrine till we 

have seen its bearing upon our 

lives.  Whatever we discover in 

God’s word, let us pray the 

Holy Spirit to make us feel the 

sanctifying influence of it.  

C. H. Spurgeon 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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†  Jericho Prayer Furnace 
 

T he Jericho Prayer Furnace will begin a different time 
frame starting on Wednesday, April 10.  The day will 

still be the 2nd Wednesday of each month, but the new time 
frame will be from 12:30 to 1:30 pm.  Plan to join us in April 
and subsequent months for this “sweet hour of prayer” for our 
Jericho ministries and their impact in the city of Danbury.  This 

takes place in the chapel at the 13 Rose 
Street location.  All are welcome. 
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†  Women of the Bible,  A Special Retreat 

 

T he Women of St. Paul’s invite you to join them on a weekend retreat featuring a 
presentation of “Women of the Bible” by nationally acclaimed Christian actor Anita 

Gutschick on May 3rd - 5th at the Camp Washington Retreat Center in Lakeside, CT.  
Anita will dramatize the lives of three different Biblical women.  Come experience their 
stories as they reach across the generations to touch our hearts and empower us to face the 
challenges of our daily lives.  You will laugh with these women, cry with them, and see 
yourself in their stories. 

“When I saw the Sinful Woman portrayed by Anita receive her forgiveness, I 

realized that I had never allowed Him to forgive me, and I did then confess that 

and opened myself to receive that forgiveness.” 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Alice Keller, strength and freedom from pain. 
…..Trinity, Hartford; St. Peter’s, Hebron; St. James’, Higganum; All Saints’, Ivoryton. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Kenya. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Prison ministry and prison chaplains; the diocesan Faith Behind 
Bars & Beyond network. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..Catherine Clayton, for improved circulation and healing of her right ankle and foot 
after recent reconstructive surgery. 
…..the freedom to replace churches closed 40 years ago with new church buildings in Cuba. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..David Palmer for healing, and give thanks for the good news and diagnosis from his 
doctors. 
…..relief from the swarms of locusts in the Middle East. 
…..Randy A, healing from blood clots. 
…..Barbara Cappiello, prompt healing of her hand. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..An increase in business for Walter. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Exodus 15:25  "For I am the Lord who heals you." 

 

 

†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so some have unwittingly entertained angels. 

Hebrews 13:2 

†  Change for Change 
 

D uring this time of unprecedented uncertainty children are the 

first to suffer from neglect, child abuse, hunger and trauma.  

The Bishop’s Fund for Children is there spreading the love of Jesus 

and supporting grassroots care for the State’s most at risk children. 

You can make a difference by taking a yellow mite box and 

filling it with your loose change.  Please bring them in as you fill 

them, placing them in the offering plate and take another. 

Please return all boxes on or before April 7th to your 

Sunday school classroom.  Bless you for your support. 

David Scott Wilson 
January 23, 1971 - March 21, 2013 

Yesterday at St. Paul’s approximately 

285 people celebrated David.  Click 

here for a link to his obituary and here 

for a link to Fr. Crocker’s sermon at 

the service. 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newstimes/obituary.aspx?n=david-wilson&pid=163791686&fhid=8165#fbLoggedOut
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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†  Warning: The Great Kitchen 

Clean Up of 2013 Is Coming Soon 

to a Church Kitchen Near You 
 

I f you have anything in the kitchen…pots, pans, 
dishes, pitchers, baskets, platters, utensils, etc. 

that you have left behind from a church supper or 
coffee hour or whatever, you have until Easter to 
get it out of the kitchen and take it home.  After 
Easter, if you are lucky, it may be reclaimed for a 
fee at a local Goodwill Thrift Store. 
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Lectors, Intercessors, and Lay readers, please remember to 

check in before the service in the Vesting Room. Thank You! 

April Lay Schedule 2013 

April 28, 2013 

Healing Sunday 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Doug Melody 

Acolytes: Sarah Shepley  

   Lector:  Acts 11:1-18   Pam Szen  

Intercessor: Mary Perry 

Lay Reader: Mike Kirner 

Lay Reader:  Lois Hunt 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Tim and Christian Williams 

Acolytes: Stephen Werneburg 

Lector:   Acts 11:1-18  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor: Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri  

 

April 7, 2013 
 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Doug Melody 

Acolytes:  Rachel & Lauren Melody 

Lector:  Acts 5:27-32 Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader: Don Winkley 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Vito Barbieri 

Acolytes: Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector: Acts 5:27-32 Phil Hannah 

Intercessor: Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova  

Lay Reader:  

April 21, 2013 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Mike Kirner 

Acolytes: The O’Hara Girls 

Lector: Acts 9:36-43 Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings  

Lay Reader: Pam Szen  
 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Preston & Jack Powell  

Acolytes: Audrey Powell  

Lector: Acts 9:36-43   Betty Gardner 

Intercessor: Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo 

April 14, 2013 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Pat Brought/Pam Szen  

   Acolytes: The O’Hara Girls 

   Lector:   Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) Mike Kirner 

   Intercessor: Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:   Lois Hunt 

Lay Reader: Susan Howell 

 

10:30 AM 

   Welcoming: Preston & Jack Powell  

Acolytes: Audrey Powell  

Lector:  Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) Rose Barrett 

Intercessor:  Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri  

Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster2_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster2_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster4_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster4_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#FIRST
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
4:30 PM Christian  
               Caring 
 
7:00 PM Stephen  
               Ministry  

2 
 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
               Study 

3 
 
10:00 AM  
          Holy Eucharist   
          and Healing 

4 
 
7:30 PM Mission   
               Committee 
 

7:30 PM Property  
               Committee 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

5 6 
 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

7 2 Easter 
 
8:00 AM Traditional   
                Eucharist 
9:15 AM Young Adult   
                Bible Study 
9:30 AM Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
4:30 PM Youth Group 
6:00 PM Vespers  

8 9 
 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
        Study 
 
7:00 PM Grief Group 

10 
 
10:00 AM  
          Holy Eucharist   
          and Healing 
 
6:30 PM Staff Meeting 
 
7:30 PM Vestry  
               Meeting 

11 
 
1:00 PM Dorothy Day  
          Ministry 
 
7:30 PM Music Night 

12 13 
 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

14 3 Easter 
 
8:00 AM Traditional             
                Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult  
                 Bible Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
4:30 PM Youth Group 
6:00 PM Vespers with  
               Communion 

15 
 
7:00 PM Stephen  
               Ministry  
 

16 
 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
               Study 

 
 

17 
 
10:00 AM  
          Holy Eucharist   
          and Healing 
 

18 
 
7:00 PM Healing Team  
 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

19 20 
 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 
 
10:00 AM St. Paul’s  
                  Quilters 
 
2:00 PM House of  
               Prayer 

21 4 Easter 
 
8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 
9:15 AM Young Adult  
                Bible Study 
9:30 AM Rector’s Forum 
9:45 PM First Communion  
               Class 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
4:30 PM Youth Group 
6:00 PM Vespers  

22 23 
 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
               Study 
 
6:30 PM Deanery    
               Meeting 
(St. John’s, New Milford) 
 

7:00 PM Grief Group 

24 
 
10:00 AM  
          Holy Eucharist   
          and Healing 

 
 

25 
 
7:30 PM Music Night 

26 27 
 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

28 5 Easter 
Healing Sunday 

 

8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult  
                 Bible Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
9:45 PM First Communion  
               Class 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
4:30 PM Youth Group 
6:00 PM Vespers  

29 30 
 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
                Study 

 
 

    

 

                   2013 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  Jericho Partnership Internship Program 

E ach summer Jericho Partnership, through its internship program, gives a select group 
of students from the greater Danbury area an opportunity to serve the at-risk youth, 

adults and homeless populations of the city of Danbury.  The 2013 program will extend 8 to 
12 weeks from May 28 through August 16.  Opportunities are available in the following 
areas of services: 

• Spring Street Neighborhood Center Development 
• Summer Camp and Enrichment Program 
• Case Management 
• Volunteer Mobilization and Development 
• Administrative 
Interested applicants should print out and complete the attached application, or they may 

find it on the Jericho Web site at www.jerichopartnership.org/internships2013/html.  Com-
pleted applications should be submitted, accompanied by the applicant’s resume, by April 
30, 2013.  Applications will not be accepted after that date.  Documents may be scanned and 
submitted by email to info@jerichopartnership.org (please add "Summer Internship" to the 
subject line), or they may be mailed to: 

Summer Internship Program 
Jericho Partnership, Inc. 
13 Rose Street 
Danbury, CT 06810 † It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris 
Barrett,  
Rachel 
Chaleski, Sandy 
Cahaleski, Drew 
Crocker, Lynne 
Donnelly, Pat 
Jennings, Bill 
Loring, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 
O’Connors, Linda 

Pendergast,  Kirsten 
Peterson, Joe Shepley, 

David Szen, Pam 
Szen, don 

Winkley & Gail 
Winkley. 

http://www.youtube.com/embed/mcbHKAWIk3I
http://www.jerichopartnership.org/files/Intern%20Application%202013.pdf
http://www.jerichopartnership.org/internships2013/html
mailto:info@jerichopartnership.org
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

