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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Retreat Reflections 
 

L ast weekend about twenty of our parishioners attended a 
weekend retreat at the Episcopal Church’s Camp Washington 

Conference Center in Lakeside, CT.  The theme of the three days was 
“Women of the Bible,” featuring the character acting of Anita 
Gutshick.  A dozen additional parishioners and friends attended the 
Saturday evening portion which concluded with Holy Eucharist.  

Many thanks to Nicole Keating who provided us with her reflections on the weekend 
below. 

M y first St. Paul's retreat.  What a treat.  Completely 
different than what I expected, but enjoyable and 

entertaining!  The first thing that popped out at me was my 
name tag on my room door - a simple touch that made me feel 
welcome.  I am new to St. Paul's so it was a weekend of 
pairing names and faces.  Now I still remember people's 
"motions with their names."  We all know who "LOOOOVES 
to cook" and needlefelting, gardening, generous with oil, 
quilting are just a few of what I've got stuck in my head - I 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.                   (Philippians 4:7) 

 
Dear Followers of the Prince of Peace, 
 

S t. Paul spent much of his ministry in prison and under armed guard.  The word he 
uses in this passage from Philippians, “guard,” is the same Greek word used to 

describe a military guard standing post over an enemy.  In Paul's thought, God in Christ 
desires to stand guard over our hearts and minds against all enemies, within and around us.  
This is Christ's shalom (Hebrew for "peace"), his promise that we are whole and made 
complete in Him.  Today, I invite you to say to Jesus: "Lord, you complete me."  This is 
how shalom is meant to be experienced. 

Whatever is stressing you out right now, look to the Prince of Peace for the shalom that 
the world can never give you.  And remember, worry does not empty tomorrow of its 
sorrow, it empties today of its power. 

The final blessing of our service each Sunday finds its inspiration from the above 
passage from Philippians: 

THE Peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the Blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with you 
always.  Amen. (Book of Common Prayer). 

A blessed, abundant and complete experience of God be with you all this day.  And 
never forget that Jesus loves you, no matter what! 

Shalom, 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

W ith a theme of "shalom" (Hebrew for peace), this 
message shows how Jesus fills us with peace.  

Different Scriptures are utilized in demonstrating how 
Jesus is the promise and the hope of the ages as the 
Prince of Peace.  To replay all our sermons, follow this 
link for The Sunday Sermons. 

†  Mellow YellowMellow YellowMellow Yellow   

A t the women’s retreat last Saturday Fr. Joe 
broke out a unique yellow colored 

communion set.  It was given to him at his first 
church in Tacoma, Washington by a retiring priest.  
Yellow as a liturgical color is the same as white. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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think I'm a visual learner ;).  Getting to know the women of St. 
Paul's and forming the foundation blocks to friendships was the 
theme of my weekend.  My roommate was a new face to me - 
Bonnie Wanzer - what a delightful roomy too!  She let me pick 
her brain on our church history and we stayed up late discussing 
being a "fan" or a "follower of Christ." 

I had many wonderful conversations at meals, and during 
free time with the many women of St. Paul's! 

 PraiseMoves with Liz and a drama workshop with Anita 
filled our day with fun!  The food was yummy, weather 

beautiful, company sweet...what more could 
you ask for? 
 Half way thru the weekend, as I was 
walking from "The Lodge" back to the main 
building I saw a Hawk fly directly across my 
path with a snake in his talons, it was one of 
those jaw dropping moments - I spun around 
to see if I 
shared it with 
anyone else - 
but I was 
alone.  I 
described him 
to another 
retreat friend 

who mentioned 
in history some 
used to think it 
was a good 
omen for an 
impending 
battle or for something in their future.  I agree 
- a good omen for a wonderful weekend and 
continued growth in my relationship with my 
Lord.  Anita Gutshick - Wow!  What can I 
say?  She's talented, funny and friendly.  We 
also enjoyed her assistant Suzanne!  Anita's 
portrayal and unique perspective of bringing 
many women of the bible - Leah, Lot's Wife, 
Queen Esther, Eve, Mary Magdalene, Mary - 
Mother of Jesus, Lydia....the list goes on - what 
a treat to enjoy her performances "in the 
round" feeling like we were transported on our 
couches and chairs right into history.  The 
intimate nature of the size of our 
group only added to the amazing 
experience.  Each character 
poses a question before they 
leave, giving pause to ponder 
how we get in our own way and 
block the plans God has for us.  
My biggest inspiration?  Oh, well 
that's easy...clearly I need to read 
my bible more ;).  I think I'll start 
budgeting now for the next 
women's retreat - you just can't 
miss them! 

(Continued from page 1) Retreat Reflections 
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 

 

K aden O’Connors & Melissa Fox celebrate today!  

Friday is the big day for Wendy Cavagna.  Ryan 

Friedly will be blowing out candles on Monday.  Juliet Barbieri 

will be opening presents on Tuesday.  David Hock, Jack Powell 

& Pamela Koniecki will have a party on Wednesday.  Have a 

blessed day each one of you! 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end.” (Revelations 22:13) 

 

T hese words from the last chapter of the Bible are a final 
reminder for us to put God first in our lives, in all that 

we do.  Putting God first doesn’t mean giving until it hurts.  It 
means giving until we are filled with joy and contentment.  
This usually means giving more generously, not less. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 9 - Ascension Day 

  1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May 11 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, May 12 - Seventh Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  9:15 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  9:45 am - First Communion Class, Upper Classroom 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

 Tue, May. 14 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

 Wed, May. 15 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu, May. 16 -  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat, May. 18 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

 Sun, May. 19 - The Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist/First Holy Communion 

   12:00 pm - Annual Sunday School Picnic 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

   6:00 pm - Vespers with Communion 
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S unday School's Out for 

Summer!  We will be 

wrapping up our Sunday School 

year on May 19th as well. 

Look for more information in 

the weeks to come about our 

exciting "Summer" Sunday 

School program. 
A nnual Sunday School Picnic - The annual Sunday school picnic will take place in 

the parish hall immediately following the 10:30 

am service on Sunday, May 19th.  Hamburgers, hot dogs 

and drinks will be provided.  If your last name begins with 

A-M, please bring a side dish or salad.  If your last name 

begins with N-Z, please bring a dessert (cookies, brown-

ies, cupcakes).  If you are able to help out with this event, 

please speak with either Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 
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Student Spotlight 

E ach week, we’ll be highlighting one of our OWN who are attending the summer 
mission trip.  This week’s spotlight is on: 

 

Steven Werneburg 
 

Fast Fact Favorites 

Place to Visit:   Delaware 

Youth Group Game:   Human Battleship 

Book/Person of the Bible:  John 

Ice Cream Flavor:  Coffee 

Hobby:  Airsoft 
 

H i!  I am Stephen Werneburg.  I am 14 and in eighth 

grade at St. Joseph School in Brookfield.  I will be 

attending Brookfield High School next year. 

I have been attending St. Paul's Church and 

participating in Sunday school and Youth Group for 

about 4 years.  I participate as an acolyte for church 

services and I was a King in the Christmas pageant for 

the last 2 years. 

I enjoy getting together with friends, ice skating, 

outdoor adventures and playing music. 

The mission trip this summer will be my first missions 

experience.  I am looking forward to helping people in 

the community and seeing new places. 

St. Paul’s OWN 

 

May 12th  -  No Youth Group 

May 19th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

May 26th  -  Memorial Day Outreach 

Jun 2nd  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

June 15th  -  Mission Trip Prep Day 

June 28th  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7 am 

O ne of the 

highlights of 

working with an 

organization like 

Youthworks is that their ministry to the communities they 

serve goes beyond the eight weeks of summer programming 

that they run.  So it’s no surprise that they develop strong 

relationships with the churches and organizations in the area.  

This year, as in years past, the Market Street UMC will be host 

to the Youthworks mission teams, including St. Paul’s OWN.  

It may just be a floor to sleep on - but we were told there is air-

conditioning in all the rooms we’ll be sleeping in.  And since it 

will be July, and Virginia, all we can say is Praise God! 

 

Mission Central - 10 Weeks Out 
Where are we staying? 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Israel!  Seeing Is Believing!   

 

†  Christ’s High Priestly Prayer   
 

T he scheduled gospel reading for the 7th Sunday of Easter from John 17 is a portion 
of the High Priestly Prayer in which Jesus prays for Himself, His Apostles and for 

all present and future believers.  In verses 20-26 Jesus prays for every believer throughout 
history including you and me.  His prayer is that we all may be one, united in love - a 
Christian sign to the world. 

Upon finishing His discourse in the Upper Room at the Passover 
celebration, Jesus and the 11 Apostles left the room and made their 
way from Jerusalem down through the Kidron Valley to Gethsemane.  
On the way to Gethsemane, Jesus discussed with His disciples all of 
the great truths.  He taught them about Heaven, the peace of God, 
surrender to the Lord, the coming of the Holy Spirit, and He prayed 
the wonderful and powerful prayer of John 17.  All of this occurred 
as they made their way to the Garden of Gethsemane in His farewell 
discourse.  As they are about to enter the Garden, Jesus begins to 
pray aloud, lifting His eyes to heaven, and saying, "Father, the hour 
has come; glorify Thy Son, that the Son may glorify Thee.” 

On our visit to the Holy Land in April we were able to view, from 
the courtyard of the Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu - the traditional 
site of Caiaphas’ house - an ancient stepped street that would have 
descended from Mount Zion to the valley of Kidron.  Excavations 
have brought these steps to light.  The stone steps were in use at the 

time of Christ and 
would have been 
the pathway from 
the upper city to 
the lower city 
during the first 
temple period.  On 
the evening of his arrest, this is the likely 
path that Jesus walked upon as he 
traveled with the Disciples on their way 
from the Upper Room to Gethsemane. 
 In its’ entirety, Jesus’ prayer in John 
17 is the longest recorded prayer of our 

(Continued on page 8) 

Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land in late March, early April, 2014.  Watch Sword 

Points for announcements and details. 

http://vimeo.com/15034110
http://vimeo.com/15034110
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Lord.  Some consider this to be the true 
Lord’s Prayer.  It is the highest and most 
extensive example of intercessory 
prayer.  The close communion Jesus has 
with His Father as revealed in this 
prayer helps us to understand the 
greatness and the glory of Jesus, the Son 
of God. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Holy Land Revisited 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Are the Sites Real? (Part III) 
 

A s we noted last week, the last five Stations of the Via Dolorosa - disrobing, nailing 
to the cross, death, anointing, and burial - are all located within the Church of the 

Holy Sepulcher.  Although there are competing claims, we can begin by looking at that 
building, its history, and its contents. 

In 70 and 125 A.D. there were two major Jewish revolts against Roman rule.  After the 
first the temple was destroyed, and after the second Jerusalem was largely razed and rebuilt 
as a Roman city under Hadrian and at the same time the Jews (including Jewish but not 

Gentile Christians) were expelled.  As at Bethlehem, Hadrian* built a pagan shrine, in 
this case a temple to Aphrodite, here but rather than placing it on the Temple Mount 
(which would have been a logical symbol of the new Roman hegemony) he chose a site 
somewhat to the west.  Some two hundred years later, when Constantine had first 
tolerated and then established Christianity in the Empire, his (already Christian) mother 
Helena came to the Holy Land to seek out and build up Christian sites.  She certainly 
consulted with residents, particularly Christian ones, who might have traditions about 
the historic locations.  The details are lost but she became convinced that the temple had 
been built over a Christian, rather than Jewish, holy place - that is Calvary or Golgotha, 
the place of the crucifixion, burial, and Resurrection of our Lord.  She therefore 
replaced the old temple with the new Church of the Resurrection, now usually known as 
the Holy Sepulcher. 
Among her findings were an old quarry, abandoned by the time Christ, an outcropping 
of rock which she identified as the site of the actual crucifixion, and some first century 
tombs including one which was identified as the true place of the burial and 
resurrection.  She also found three wooden crosses, and when healings occurred in 
connection with one of them she concluded that it was the True Cross.‡  When the 

Muslims conquered Jerusalem in 638 they did little to disturb either Christian or Jewish 
worship, and their main reaction to Helena’s church was to build the Dome of the Rock as a 
rival.  (It is recorded that dome duplicates the original dome over the Sepulcher to within an 
inch.)  A later caliph destroyed the church in 1019, even hacking away a large part of the 
rock outcropping and smashing the tomb (including the stone which had been used to seal 
it).  This event became a major motivation for the Crusades, and while some rebuilding took 
place under a later caliph, it was the crusaders who built essentially the Church we see 
today. 

Before going any farther, let us look at the major rival as a site for 
Jesus’ death and burial: the Garden Tomb.  There are four factors 
which make it look right.  One, there is a large skull-like rock 
escarpment just outside the garden which could provide the name 
Golgotha.  Two, there is archeological evidence of a first century 
vineyard (clearly a form of garden) at the site.  Three, the tomb itself 
seems to fit with the Biblical description.  Four, it is a relatively quiet 
place which suggests the Gospel scene much more than the crowded 
and bustling Church with its enclosed and lamp lit spaces.  Writings of the time suggest that 
the final factor was a real obstacle for many Protestant pilgrims in the 19th century; this 
almost certainly led General Gordon to seek an alternate site and made his Garden tomb 
popular when he found it.  The evidence for a garden there also seems strong.  

Unfortunately neither the skull nor the tomb are 
convincing.  Golgotha almost certainly refers to the 
common Roman practice of leaving skulls and other 
bones behind at places of execution§ rather than to 
any particular formation, and this particular skull 
shape seems to have been left behind by rock 
quarrying which apparently did not occur there 
before about 43 A.D. and continued periodically until 
the 18th century.  The tomb raises more serious 
questions.  Its shape is unusual: a vestibule with two 

(Continued on page 11) 
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burial chambers off to the right.  The guides make a point that this matches 
the account in Mark 16 where the women enter the tomb and see the angel 
on the right.  On the other hand this configuration makes it impossible to 
look in from outside and see the cloths in either burial chamber as described 
in John 20, although a normal first century tomb with the burial chamber in 
line with the vestibule would certainly permit that without preventing the 
angel from being to the right in the vestibule.  Not only does the form of the 
Garden tomb belong to the seventh century BC but archeological studies 
have concluded that the tool marks in it also belong to tools of that period.  
For these and other reasons I cannot accept the historical accuracy of the 
Garden Tomb, but I do see there something suggestive of what the original 
would have looked like. 

 
 Going back to the Holy Sepulcher, aside from appearance, 
there is a question about the validity of that site also.  The 
Biblical narrative, supported by both Jewish and Roman 
practice, tells us that the crucifixion and burial were outside the 
City walls.  It is certain that by Hadrian’s time, and probably as 
early as 41 A.D. the walls did enclose the site of the Holy 
Sepulcher, and that position makes much more sense 
defensively than one closer to the Temple Mount.  I still see 
articles rejecting a position for the wall that would exclude the 
site, but the evidence of archeology seems to be increasingly 
strong that in our Lord’s time the wall was in fact east of the 
Church by about 500 feet.  As I noted last week, Jesus seems to 
have exited the City just before speaking to the women.  This 

would both meet the requirement of being outside the city, and be close enough for crowds 
to gather.  The position would also have allowed those at the crucifixion to see the Temple 
as suggested in Mark 15.  While we have centuries of building, rebuilding, and 
ornamentation on the site utterly changing its appearance, I find the evidence strong that it is 
in the right place.  This leaves a consideration of the final Stations of the Cross, and one or 
two other sites for next time. 

To be concluded.                 Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence. 
 

*  Hadrian was not notably anti-Christian, but followed the ancient practice, when conquering new territory of 
replacing local Holy Places with new ones dedicated to one or more of his own gods. 
† An excellent (and fairly lengthy) article on the sites in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, published online by 
NET (Near East Travel Association), can be found here.  One pilgrim’s description of her visit to the Holy Land 
and much more of the Middle East in the 370’s A.D. is available on line here. 
‡ Although, as we shall see, I believe there is a good case for the 
Church as the correct site, I must admit to some degree of skepticism 
about the crosses; I can easily imagine someone planting them in an 
attempt to please the empress.  Still I am sure that healings happened 
and that veneration of pieces of this Cross have brought people closer 
to God; indeed for that reason I wear one myself. 
§ Although not done in Jesus’ case, it seems to have been the usual 
practice to leave crucified bodies exposed until the flesh was eaten 
by birds and/or decomposed so the bones would fall to the ground.  
The name seems to have been applied to more than one execution 
site. 

(Continued from page 10) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Are the Sites Real? (Part III) 

†  Name That Tune… 
 

B etter yet, try naming the people sitting around 
you in church or at coffee hour.  It’s interesting 

that newcomer Nicole Keating’s first impression of 
last weekend’s retreat (see pg 1) was her name tag and 
“pairing names and faces.”  As we grow, we need to 
make welcoming newcomers a priority.  This 
weekend ushers will be asking you to wear a name tag 
as we start naming our neighbors.  - Joe+  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=235050878
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=235051203
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=235060429
http://www.netours.com/content/view/180/26/
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/egeria/pilgrimage/pilgrimage.html
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

“Refreshing!     Renewing!     Soaking in God’s presence!” 

 
†  The Rector’s Forum 

 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

†  St. Paul’s Photo Day Is Coming! 
 

O n May 19th after both services 

in the parish hall, we will take 

your photo for our online parish 

directory.  Please make things easy for 

our camera crew by coming into the 

parish hall with your personal 

information on a special information 

card that will be on the back table that 

day. 

† Memorial Day Outreach 

T his Sunday and for the next couple of weeks after each service there will be 

donation sign ups in the Parish Hall for this year’s Memorial Day Outreach!  

Join us at 1:00 pm on May 27th.  This is a perfect way for Saint Paul’s to share the 

love of Jesus with the community in a casual and fun way.  Please sign up to donate 

Hot Dogs, Cookies or Lemonade.  Contact Preston Powell for more information.  
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  Do Not Be Dismayed 
 

T he Christian’s life is no child’s play. All who have gone on pilgrimage to the 
celestial city have found a rough road, sloughs of despond and hills of difficulty, 

giants to fight and tempters 
to shun. Hence there are 
two perils to which 
Christians are exposed; the 
one is that under heavy 
pressure they should start 
away from the path which 
they ought to pursue - the 
other is lest they should 
grow fearful of failure, and 
so become faint-hearted in 
their holy course.... 

There is really nothing 
to be depressed about, there 
is no real danger, you are 
safe while God lives, and 
while Christ pleads, and 
while the Spirit of God 
dwells in you; therefore be 
not dismayed, nor even 
dream of fear. Be not 
timorous and unbelieving, but play the man; “Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he 
shall strengthen thine heart.” 

 

From a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon entitled "Brave Waiting," delivered 
August 26, 1877. Image by nosha on Flickr under Creative Commons License.  

James 1:16-27  -  “Be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves.” 

 

W hen introducing themselves at a newcomers’ 
reception recently, several new people said 

that what attracted them to our parish was all the 
outreach we do.  This seems to be a trend these days: 
newcomers in church do not seem very interested in 
doctrine.  This is a change from the past, when visitors 
would often first ask about our denomination and its 
origins, or ask what we believe or what our position is on certain issues.  Today, instead of 
asking what we believe, they are more likely to ask what we do. 

The letter of James is all about what to do.  The writer, addressing a structured Christian 
community in the early church, seems concerned that they have misunderstood 
Paul’s affirmation of faith over works.  The works that Paul denounced were 

empty practices, attempts to do things to gain God’s favor.  James speaks 
instead of the acts of love and care for one another that are essential.  

Without them, faith is meaningless. 
Our faith - what we believe and hold fast to - is important.  But it is 

how that faith is embodied in the world that makes a difference.  
Sometimes we can spend too much time thinking, when God’s 
injunction  comes in the form of a Nike commercial:  Just Do It 

Reprinted from Forward Day by Day - Tuesday, May 7 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nosha/4011209086/
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 †  Classic Strawberry Shortcake 

Directions: 
Preheat the oven to 375º and line a baking sheet with 

parchment paper. 
 In a medium bowl, whisk together 
the flour, 2 tablespoons sugar, the baking 
powder and 1/2 teaspoon salt.  Add the 
butter and work into the flour, using 
your fingers or a pastry cutter, until the 
butter pieces are the size of small peas.  
 In a small bowl, whisk together 1/3 
cup cream with the egg and 1/3 cup 
water.  Add to the dry mixture and stir 
with a wooden spoon until a stiff batter is formed.  Drop 6 
mounds onto the prepared baking sheet, leaving about 2 
inches between each biscuit.  Brush with a bit of cream and 
sprinkle with sugar.  Bake until golden brown, about 25 
minutes.  Cool on the baking sheet. 
 While the biscuits bake and cool, combine the honey with 
1/3 cup water and a pinch of salt in a small saucepot.  Gently 
simmer, stirring, over medium heat until the honey is 
dissolved and the mixture is slightly thickened, about 5 

minutes.  Cool, and then toss in a bowl with the strawberries and torn mint. Set aside 
for at least 30 minutes to allow the strawberries to release their juices.  

To assemble, whip the remaining 1 cup cream with 1 tablespoon sugar to soft peaks.  
Split each biscuit and place the bottom half on a plate.  Top evenly with the berries 
and accumulated juices and then the whipped cream.  Place the top of the biscuit on 
the shortcake and garnish with the fresh mint.  

Ingredients: 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
3 tablespoons sugar, plus extra 
for sprinkling 

1 tablespoon baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon plus a pinch fine 
salt 

4 tablespoons cold unsalted 
butter, cut into small pieces 

1 1/3 cups heavy cream, plus a 
bit extra for brushing 

1 large egg 
1/4 cup honey 
One 16-ounce container 
strawberries, trimmed and 
chopped (about 3 cups) 

1/3 cup fresh mint leaves, torn, 
plus extra for garnish 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise 
Gospel Response O Lord Most High, Eternal King Tune: Music, Winchester New 
Offertory  Crown Him With Many Crowns 
Closing Hymn See the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph 
 

Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 

I n the 1800s there was great tension between the Catholic and Anglican 
churches.  Crown Him with Many Crowns is a wonderful example of 
how God takes the troubles of man and turns them around for good 

(Romans 8:28). 
The song was originally penned in 1851 by Matthew Bridges (1800-

1894), who once wrote a book condemning Roman Catholic theology, and 
then later converted to Catholicism.  Bridges wrote six stanzas, based upon 
Revelations 19:12, “...and on His head were many crowns.” 

Godfrey Thring (1823-1903) was a devout Anglican clergyman who was concerned that 
this popular hymn was allowing Catholic theology to be sung by protestant congregations.  
And so he wrote six new verses. 

The 12 stanzas have been mixed and matched down through the years.  Interestingly, of 
the five verses in our hymnals today, two were written by Bridges (vs 1 and 5) and two by 
Thring (vs 3 and 4). 

 
“And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.” (Philippians 2:11) 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7b_ODz_jgTs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnsqcZLkJck
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdK4lzg8gsU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53GoJ3EqEI8
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†  Lydia’s Radical Hospitality 
 

by Donald Romanik 

M ore and more, the Acts of the Apostles is becoming one 
of my favorite books in the Bible.  First of all, as a 

history buff, I enjoy the stories of the struggles of the early church 
and Paul’s amazing travels throughout the Roman Empire 
preaching and teaching the good news of the Gospel.  More 
significantly, however, rather than being just an historical account, 
the Book of Acts has a lot to teach us about what it means to be 
the church of today.  Interestingly, and somewhat surprisingly, 
many of the challenges and opportunities facing the early 
Christians are similar to our own experiences as we discern what 
God is calling us to be and do as the Body of Christ in our time 
and place.  For example, how do we raise up new leaders to 
revitalize and grow our local faith communities?  How do we live 
into our baptismal covenant and become agents for transformation 
in our broken world?  How do we realize and witness that all that we have comes from a 
loving and generous God? 

Last Sunday’s reading from Acts 16 describes Paul’s interaction with a woman named 
Lydia in Macedonia.  While on first glance this appears to be a chance encounter, Paul 
decided to travel to Macedonia in response to a previous vision by which he became 
convinced that God was calling him to preach the good news in that particular place.  Just 
outside of Philippi Paul and his companions engage in a conversation with a group of 
women who have gathered for prayer.  There we meet Lydia ,who sold purple cloth, and 
already had a relationship with God.  Just as Paul was called to preach in Macedonia, Lydia 
was also called by God to attend that prayer gathering in order to interact with Paul, hear 
and accept the good news of the Gospel and to formalize her new relationship with Christ 
through baptism for both herself and her family.  After this experience of conversion and 
transformation, Lydia was moved to invite and even beg Paul to stay in her home - an 
expression of gratitude, celebration and what we might call radical hospitality.  Paul had no 
choice but to accept this invitation because both he and Lydia were responding to God’s call 
and God’s will at that moment in time. 

What is our vision for our local faith communities?  How do we accept and live out the 
good news of the Gospel in our daily life and work?  How do we say yes to God’s call to 
transformation and renewal?  How do we invite other people to join us on our journeys of 
discernment and faith?  Clearly Lydia, a seemingly ordinary woman from ancient 
Macedonia figured it out by becoming totally open to the grace of God and the power of the 
spirit.  So can we. 

 

Donald Romanik is President of the Episcopal Church Foundation, an organization 

committed to strengthening the leadership and financial capabilities of Episcopal 

congregations, dioceses, and related organizations to pursue their mission and ministry. 

Donald is author of Beyond the Baptismal Covenant: Transformational Lay Leadership for 

the Episcopal Church in the 21st Century  

T he Boy Scouts proudly display an American Flag at 
the north end of the Parish Hall.  About 3 months 

ago, the Eagle at the top of the mast (finial) was broken into 
several pieces.  With the assist of Super Glue and consider-
able time and effort, it was repaired and reattached.  Now, 
for the past 3 weeks, the Eagle has been taken off (a fairly 
easy task) and cannot be located.  The gold colored metal 
replica of a flying eagle is about 8 inches wide and tall - it 
can be replaced for about $95, but best if it reappears to 
its normal position on it's own.  If you have any knowledge of 
where the Eagle has landed, please inform the Parish Office. 

http://www.forwardmovement.org/Products/2061/beyond-the-baptismal-covenant.aspx
http://www.forwardmovement.org/Products/2061/beyond-the-baptismal-covenant.aspx
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Promise and Understanding 
 

 Acts 1:1-11 

I n the opening passage of the Acts of the Apostles the author summarizes the last 
events and instructions of Jesus’ earthly ministry before he is lifted up into heaven.  

The book is formally dedicated to Theophilus, who may have been an early 
convert to Christianity.  Jesus tells his followers to wait for their baptism in 
the Holy Spirit, after which their missionary work will spread from Jerusalem 
out to all the world.  Jesus will one day come again, but his disciples now 
have a message to bring to all peoples. 

 Psalm 47 
A hymn of praise to the mighty king who is raised up and enthroned on 

high. 
 Ephesians 1:15-23 
In this lesson Paul gives thanks for the faith and love of the Ephesians and 

prays that they may see with their inward eyes the power of God, who has 
raised and enthroned Jesus far above all earthly and heavenly dominions.  
How vast is the treasure that God offers to those who trust in God!  The Lord 
Christ now reigns as head of the church, which is his body and which 
experiences the fullness of his love. 

 Luke 24:44-53 
In our gospel Jesus leaves his followers with the promise of the Holy Spirit and is 

carried up into heaven.  The disciples are to await their empowerment from on high before 
beginning their mission to the world.  Joyfully they return from Bethany, the town where 
Jesus had stayed before his passion.  They enter the temple and praise God. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for June Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The June Sword will have a theme of summer 

and Pentecost.  Be creative.  The deadline is April 22nd.  Send your 

pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Luke 24 

"These are my words 

that I spoke to you while 

I was still with you….." 

Then he opened their 

minds to understand the 

scriptures 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CAscension_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CAscension_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CAscension_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CAscension_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign begins on Mother’s Day. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women 

during unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance for the 

care of the newborn, such as cribs, clothing, diapers, and other supplies, 

Hopeline offers counseling, support, and 

ultrasounds performed on newly pregnant women by an 

Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer post-abortion counseling 

to women of any age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change for 

Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are baby bottles at the 

back of the church and in the Parish Hall that we ask you to 

please fill with your loose change and bills and return them on 

June 16th, Father’s Day. 

 For more information, contact: Rory Palmer, Bonnie Wanzer 

or Debbie Werneburg.. 

† Vestry Minutes 
 

April 10, 2013 

Opening: Bonnie Wanzer led the meeting 
which Phil Hannah opened with prayer at 
7:30 pm.  Fr. Shepley presented a devotional  
inspired by Eugene Peterson’s “Reversed 
Thunder’.  God in Christ is warmth and 
sunlight, John 1:5.  Pat Jennings quoted her 
favorite Psalm, 100, and spoke of the many 
things she is thankful for: loving parents, that 
she knew Jesus from an early age, joy in 
relationships with her siblings, life with her 
husband Bob, children who all love each 
other, lots of joy when they are together.  She 
is thankful for Bob’s easy death and his joy 
in going to be with Jesus, finding joy in 
living alone and her St. Paul’s family.  The 
March minutes were approved as circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report (Chuck Allen): March 
income was good, which included Easter, 
leaving us with expenses exceeding income 
by $5,000 for the year.  Diocese commitment 
is current.  Investments are up $42,397 for 
the first quarter.  We may need to move 
funds from endowment to general fund at 
some time.  Will open a Capital Fund 
account at the end of May for Parish Hall 
renovations.   
 

Committee Reports:  
Building Committee: David Williams 
reported that there will be a meeting with the 
architect and builder about the Parish Hall 
renovations on April 11, working toward a 
final budget.  We will be requesting 

permission from the Diocese to borrow 
money for construction which will be repaid 
through a capital campaign. 
 

Rector’s Report: 
Attendance is 
skyrocketing, Fr. 
Shepley will be 
looking at three 
services and how 
our schedule can be 
arranged to accommodate them.  We will 
have First Communion in May.  There will 
be Summer Church School for grades K 
through 5.  Fr. Shepley has presided over 
three funerals since Easter with another one 
on Friday and has been sustained by the Holy 
Spirit, please keep him in your prayers.  He 
is very busy and loving every minute of it. 
 

Old Business: The choir is looking for help 
with the breakfasts between Palm Sunday 
and Easter services next year.  Mary and Ken 
Perry will attend Stephen Ministry leadership 
training in August. 
 

New Business: There was a discussion on 
the need for more parking place. 
 

Closing: Jim Castronova closed the meeting 
with prayer at 8:15 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

Last year St. Paul’s collected $1,560! 



18  

 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Alice Keller,  and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..St. Mark’s, New Britain; St. Mark’s, New Canaan; Christ Church, New 
Haven; Ascension (parochial mission), New Haven. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of South Africa. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Parish prayer groups; intercessory prayer chains. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..Christians in Indonesia where more than 900 churches have been closed in the last 15 
years. 
…..Thanksgiving for the safe return of Bill & Cathy Schrull, our missionaries to Tanzania. 
…..the people who died and were injured in the recent building collapse in Bangladesh and 
those killed when a tank trunk crashed and exploded outside Mexico City. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..peace in North-West Pakistan and Somalia. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Job 19:25  "I know that my Redeemer lives and that in the end 

He will stand upon the earth." 

B ill & Cathy Schrull are safely back from Tanzania, having arrived yesterday at JFK 

after their long flights.  Check out the conclusion of their adventures on their blog 

sites: http://tzblog.schrull.us & http://trips.schrull.us. 

†  Where Bill & Cathy Went to Church Last Sunday 
 

M arusi "B" is only about 8 months old, having started 
back in July.  I think of it as the church built by the 

first little pig (of the three little pigs fame) as the walls consist 
of reed mats lined with blue tarps.  But they have a roof, sound 
equipment, musical instruments, a generator and two choirs.  
Most importantly, they have the joy of the Lord. 

Bill and I sang and gave our testimonies, while our friend, 
Father Shaw Mudge preached.  The service lasted about three 
hours and ended with an auction of the gifts that folks who had 
no money had brought for the offering: peanuts, papaya, sugar 
cane, rice, three little girls dresses and even a pair of shoes!  

http://tzblog.schrull.us
http://trips.schrull.us
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more 
highly than we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for 

others, that the cause of Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, 
Drew Crocker, 

Lynne Donnelly, 
Nicole Keating, 
Heather Melody. 

Beth Miller, 
Patrick 

O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, Bill 
Schrull, Cathy Schrull, 

Joe Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen & 

Don Winkley. 

†  Now, Something Totally Different (Click on the picture below) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=uFxnBrO9n7o

