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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Busy Pentecost Services 
 

L ast Sunday over 275 people attended our three 
Pentecost services.  

At these celebrations of 
the birthday of the 
church, Fr. Shepley 
preached on the 
church’s empowerment 
through the Holy Spirit, 
the vision for St. Paul’s 
and how our diversity 
surrounds our unity in 
Christ. There were a 
few other things going 
on.  Architectural 

renderings of plans for our parish hall, bathrooms and 
kitchen facility renovations were made available for 
parishioners to inspect and ask questions.  On this Healing 

Sunday testimonies of God’s work 
among us were shared.  We had a 
baptism and a dozen of our youth 
took their first communion.  Our 
church school students and 
teachers were honored and 
celebrated with a picnic in the 
Parish Hall after the service.  To 
close out the day, the Youth Group 
conducted the weekly Vespers 
service which included the Holy 
Eucharist. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

O n this celebration of Pentecost, Fr. Shepley teaches 
on the church's empowerment through the Spirit, 

the vision God has for St. Paul's and how our diversity 

surrounds our unity in Christ.  To replay all our sermons, 
follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

†  Amen! 
 

W hy do we conclude our prayers with, "Amen"?  Justin Martyr, who lived in the 
middle of the second century, observed that Christian prayers always concluded 

in the congregation with a loud "amen," a word that 
Jesus used, and one that means "so be it."  For 
example, "Amen, Amen, I say to you," Jesus would 
often begin his promises with, and in fact did so no 
less than sixty-three times.  St. Paul built upon this 
in 2 Corinthians 1:20: "All the promises of God find 
their yes in [Christ].  That is why we utter the Amen 
through him to the glory of God." 

So when you see the italicized congregational 
response of "amen" after a prayer that I lead, offer 
up your "amen" with gusto.  And one other thing: it 
is a soft "ah" in the "amen," as opposed to the hard 
"aye" often heard.  The Hebrew language knows no 
hard "a," and so it seems the Anglicans had it right 

all along.  Imagine such a thing?  Yet I'm quite sure how we pronounce our "amen" means 
little to God compared to how much enthusiasm we say it with! 

 

Amen, and amen. 

     †  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 23 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May 25 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, May 26 - First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  1:00 pm - Memorial Day Outreach 

Mon, May 27 - Memorial Day 
  (Parish Office Closed) 
Tue, May 28 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

Wed, May 29 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

Thu, May 30 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, May 31 - The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Sat, Jun 1 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jun 2 - Second Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

  6:00 pm - Vespers  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html


 3 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



4  

OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessingitnessingitnessing   

thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

  

        Student Spotlight 

E ach week, we are highlighting one of our OWN who are attending the summer 

mission trip.  This week’s spotlight is on:  Michelle O’Hara 
 

Fast Fact Favorites 

Sport/Hobby:  Wakeboarding / Musicals 

Book:  The Great Gatsby 

Person of the Bible:   Esther 

Place to Visit:   Watch Hill 

School Subject:  Math/Physics 
 

H ello, my name is Michele O’Hara.  I am 17 years old and am 
currently a senior at New Milford High School.  This fall I plan 

on attending Roger Williams University with my older sister who is 
currently a freshman there. 

In my free time I like to goof around with my friends, sing, and be a part of my school 
musical.  I have belonged to St. Paul’s my entire life but started attending regularly when I 
was in 2nd grade.  Now I teach Sunday school (level 1) with Stephanie Bernardo and I am 
part of the youth group.  I also attend Mrs. Hannah’s teen bible study every Sunday. 

This summer when the youth group goes on our mission trip, I am most looking forward 
to spending my last summer before 
college doing something productive.  
I look forward to hanging out with 
all of my friends and growing 
together as a youth group in Christ.  
While attending the trip I hope that I 
can find out who I am and who God 
wants me to be and how those two 
things coincide with each other.  I 
also hope that I can help people who 
need it most. 

St. Paul’s OWN 

May 26th  -  Memorial Day Outreach 

Jun 2nd  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

June 15th  -  Mission Trip Prep Day 

June 28th  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7 am 

July 19th  -  Commissioning of  

Missionaries 

July 21st- July 27th  -  Mission Trip! 

R ight about 9:00 each day our group will 
divide into two teams and head out to our 

mission site for 
the day.  The 
first group will head to our worksite and the other will 
help with Kids Club.  On Wednesday, the groups 
switch sites so that each youth will experience both 
aspects of the trip.  Our mission for the day wraps up 
about 4:00 and from there we head over to a local 
school where we will get a much needed shower!  
Afterwards, we head back to the Market Street UMC 
and get ready for the evening program. 

 

Mission Central - 8 Weeks Out 
Daily Schedule - Daytime 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Feeling Blue? 

 

I n EIGHT short weeks our youth mission team heads to the Eastern Shore for 

our week of serving.  But, the work in the town of Onancock has already 

begun.  YouthWorks! is on site already getting ready for the first team of youth 

groups to arrive on June 16th.  From that 

day until August 2nd there will be mission 

work being done in the community.  We 

want to support our fellow workers this 

summer by lifting them up in prayer 

while they are on site. 

How can you help and get involved 

with this trip?  We’d love for you to pick 

up one of our mission bracelets during 

the Memorial Day outreach this week and 

wear it for the seven weeks of missions 

this summer.  It will be a gentle reminder 

to pray for the youth that are serving, 

and for the hearts of those being served.  

We are asking for a $1 donation for the bracelet, the money raised will be brought 

to Onancock during the trip and used to bless the community we serve.  We may 

have the chance to help fill a food pantry, stock a school with supplies, or help a 

library get some new books – whatever they need while we’re there! 
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†  Israel!  Beyond Belief!   

 

†  Mmm Good   
 

O ne of the first questions people 
ask about Israel is “How’s the 

food?”  And, in one word – it is 
DELICIOUS!  Not only is it good, it is 
healthy, plentiful, colorful and fresh!  In 
some cases it’s familiar.  And in some 
cases, it is a real adventure.  From 
hummus to falafel to salads and 
schnitzel and St. Peter’s fish, it is all 

good.  No, it is 
DELICIOUS!  As 
the saying goes 
“try it, you’ll like it”.  
And the Turkish coffee is 
better than any coffee 
you will ever drink.  
Dessert for breakfast?  
You bet!  For dinner, too!  
Israel also has hundreds 
of wineries and many of 
the wines produced are 
surprisingly good, even 
award-winning! 

No, we cannot turn our 
noses up at any food that 
was served to us throughout 
our journey.  In some cases, 
all we had to do was sit 
down and a smorgasbord 
was placed before us.  The 
Druze sure knew how to make 
us feel welcome!  It just doesn’t 
get any better than that! 

Now, about that diet! 
Shalom, Shalom. 

Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land on March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Watch Sword Points 

for announcements and details. 

http://goo.gl/ISfBo
http://goo.gl/ISfBo
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†  Vision for the Future 

 

I n July of last year, Fr. Shepley formed a Building Committee 
to explore ideas on how our Parish Hall could better serve our 

community.  At the top of the list was the need to renovate our 
bathrooms and the need to make them handicapped accessible.  It 
also became apparent that our kitchen facilities would need to be 
upgraded to bring them up to code, not only for use within our 
parish family but with an eye toward serving the greater 
community.  And, with the continued growth at St. Paul’s 
coupled with increased use by outside groups, the need for 
meeting 
areas that 
offered a 
bit more 
privacy was 

another concern. 
Soon after our initial meeting, we 

began the process of interviewing 
several architects, a lengthy process 
that took place over a period of 
months.  Several interview sessions 
took place with each of three architects.  As in all that we do here at St. Paul’s, this was a 

prayerful time for the group, ever mindful of being good stewards and 
thoughtful throughout the decision making process. 
Once the group came to a consensus on the architect/builder, another series 
of meetings were held to discuss and work out details of the architectural 
plans, materials and 
various other processes 
that take place in a 
renovation project. 

It has been a long process; a process 
that will hopefully conclude with a 
beautifully renovated community area that 
will serve the St. Paul’s family, friends 
and neighbors for many years to come. 

The drawings are on view in the Parish 
Hall.  Please take a look. 

On Sunday, June 9th we will have a 

Parish Meeting to discuss the 

proposal.  The architect, Kevin 

McQueen, who assisted in 

developing the plans, will be 

available to answers questions. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Making A Rule of Life 
 

R ecently one of my colleagues shared with some of us a project he was conducting in 
his parish of having the people collectively create a rule of life, which could be 

adapted to the needs of individual members.  This might well be something to consider here 
in the future, but here I would simply suggest some possibilities for individual 
consideration. 

For those who are not already familiar with the concept, let me explain that such a rule is 
not intended to be absolute but rather to be a guide for fostering spiritual* development.  It 

should therefore include provision for occasional reflection on how well we 
are keeping it and on how well it serves that purpose, so that it can be 
modified as necessary.  I write this now, in Embertide, as these seasonal times 
are a traditional time for this purpose (our canons, for example, require 
candidates for Holy Orders to report to their bishops on their life and conduct 
in these weeks).  For many Christians the primary rule will be that of a group 
such as a parish like the one I mentioned above, another community, or 
perhaps one’s family†, but will also provide for individual elements.  The 
following is not a sample rule so much as a suggestion as to the types of things 
that might be included in one. 

A rule of life should include some specific provision 
for daily prayer and Bible reading.  In Anglican tradition the Daily 
Offices (BCP pp. 36-145) provide a convenient basis for this.  It is 
not necessary to use the full offices, though many choose to do so at 
least occasionally, but the appointed Psalms and other Scripture 
readings (see the lectionary, pp. 936-1001) provide a helpful system 
of Bible reading.  The prayers in the offices and among the Collects 
(pp. 159-261) and additional prayers (pp. 810-841) are great starters 
for more personal prayers. 

There should be provision for corporate worship in the church.  Every Sunday is the 
norm though not everyone can do this – perhaps another time can be used – and others may 

well find it desirable to be there more 
often.  How often to receive Communion, 
and how to prepare for it, also need to be 
considered.  It is often desirable, but 
certainly not necessary, to communicate 
whenever attending the Eucharist, and 
reasons for abstaining might include an 
unresolved absence of ‘love and charity’ 
with a neighbor – attending worship 
anyway may well be the best start towards 
resolving such an issue. 

The Prayer Book (p. 
17) also calls for 
‘fasting’ and ‘special 
acts of discipline and 
self-denial,’ 
traditionally referred to 
as abstinence, without 

saying much about what form it 
should take.  Fasting does mean 
significantly reducing the amount of 
food consumed, while abstinence and 
self-denial suggest refraining from 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

something which is normally enjoyed; it is often thought of as going meatless, but other 
forms are equally appropriate. 

Finally, since the person comprises both body and soul, a spiritual rule 
should also provide for the care of the body so that it can serve its purpose as 
a temple of the Holy Spirit.  Important elements here are food (eating as well 
as fasting) and drink, physical and mental activity, rest and recreation, and 
general health concerns.  Two sites with helpful and specific suggestions 
towards crafting such a rule are found here and here.  It is also important to 
remember that the rule is not a straitjacket and departures from it are not 
sins, but frequent ones can be warnings of a deeper problem.‡  

Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence. 

_________________________ 
 

*  The concept of a rule can also be valuable for physical health and many other aspects of life, and indeed some 
of these elements, as we shall see, are appropriate to a spiritual rule also. 
† Diane and I both have personal rules (mine is incorporated into that of my clergy fellowship) and a very simple 
household rule which we took from my late friend and Seminary Professor, Boone Porter: “Two offices (morning 
and Evening Prayer) will be prayed and three meals will be eaten each day.” 
‡ Of course a priest or other counselor can also be very helpful. 

(Continued from page 10) Making a Rule of Life 

†  Apostolic Preaching and Teaching: 
A Three-Part Pentecost Series 

 

Preaching 
 

T he word, “preach,” in New Testament Greek, kerusso, means “to proclaim or herald 
a proclamation.”  From the word kerusso comes the noun kerygma, referring to the 

content of the preached proclamation.  And what is its content?  The first Christian sermon 
ever preached, the original kerygma, was from the Apostle Peter on the Day of Pentecost 

(Acts 2).  Here we see the stand-
ard for the kerygma in the New 
Testament, where it centers on 
Jesus Christ as God in human 
flesh, demonstrates His fulfillment 
of Old Testament prophecy, focus-
es on Jesus’ life, work, death and 
resurrection, and concludes with 
the assurance of Christ’s second 
coming and need for personal con-
version toward Him. 
As to the second coming of Christ 
within the kerygma, someone re-
cently asked me, “How could God 
take this long?”  I’ve thought of 
that myself.  Evidently Peter had 
as well, as he addressed this in his 
second letter by saying that "with 
the Lord one day is as a thousand 

years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8).  He goes on to say that the Lord is not 
slow as some count slowness, but is patiently gathering His people from all the nations.  
And we at St. Paul’s continue this mission. 

In this Pentecost season, may God pour out the kerygma through us at St. Paul’s. Reach 
out, share your faith, wait on the Lord. 

- Fr. Joe 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.cslewisinstitute.org/webfm_send/338
http://ruleoflife.com/
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 

 

A lexandra Richmond celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for 

Julianna Willeford & Karen Greeley.  Jennifer Zambello & 

Natalie Falci will be blowing out candles on Saturday.  Rob 

Janofsky will be opening presents on Sunday.  Gail Winkley will be 

another year older and wiser on Monday.  George McKenna will be 

expecting your card on Tuesday.  Debbie Delaventura & Glenna Castner 

celebrate on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

The enemy has the power to frustrate you, but never to destroy 
you.  Hold firm, hold true, hold fast. For heaven awaits you.  

†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

Alpha Express is Here!  If you missed Alpha this past winter, this is your chance! 
 

S tarting May 19th, there will be an Introduction to Alpha during the Rector’s 
Forum. The Alpha Express Course will then begin June 9th- September 8th 

during the Rectors Forum 9:30-10:15am each Sunday. All are welcome for as many 
sessions as you can make.  Questions? See Tara Shepley tbshepley@gmail.com 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all 

truth...”      (John 16:13) 
 

J esus sent the Holy Spirit to help us know the truth.  So why not talk to the 

Holy Spirit about your stewardship?  Are you sharing your time and 

talent with God and others?  Do you give a fair amount of your treasure to do 

the work of the Lord?  Can you hear the Holy Spirit’s answer to those 

questions in your heart now?  What more is He calling you to do? 

†  Where We Went to Church Last Sunday 
 

L ast Sunday, having no special duties, we decided to visit Christ 
Church, Bronxville, simply because we had heard good things about 

it and wanted to see for ourselves.  One 
point on their website is that they pattern 
their worship on Sarum (or English) Use 
adapted to the BCP.  Unfortunately many 
details of that Use that would have been 
perfectly appropriate to the Prayer Book, 
were not used; but there was a lot to like 
including a packed church, great music 
with a nice mix of choir and enthusiastic 
congregational singing, good Anglican 
vestments, and a quite acceptable sermon.  
For a detailed report see the Ship of 
Fools. 

Diane & Fr. Bill Loring 

 

http://www.ccbny.org/
http://shipoffools.com/mystery/2013/2543.html
http://shipoffools.com/mystery/2013/2543.html
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 †  Rhubarb Crisp 

Directions: 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees.  
Set rack in the center of the 
oven.  Prepare the topping by 
placing all of the topping 
ingredients into a food 
processor.  Pulse or mix until 
the mixture is crumbled to the 
size of small peas; do not 
over process.  Set aside.  Pour 
the rhubarb directly into a 
large, shallow baking dish 
and sprinkle with 1/2 cup plus 
2 tablespoons sugar and 3 
tablespoons of flour to coat 
evenly.  Spread crisp topping over entire surface.  Bake 

until fruit is bubbly and the top is golden brown, approximately 30 to 40 minutes.  
Serve warm or room temperature, plain or a la mode. 

Ingredients: 
Topping:  
1/4 cup roughly chopped walnuts 
1/4 cup old fashioned oats (not 
instant) 

1/4 teaspoon cinnamon 
3/4 cup flour 
1/3 cup light brown sugar 
1 tablespoon sugar 
4 tablespoons unsalted butter 
 
Filling:  
2 1/2 pounds rhubarb, cut into 1/2-
inch pieces 

1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoons sugar 
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 
Gospel Response Sing Praise to Our Creator 
Offertory Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 
Closing Hymn Holy Father, Great Creator 

 

Holy Father, Great Creator 
 

 
This “Hymn to the God of Christians,” by Alexander Viets Griswold, was first published 

in his Prayers Adapted to Various Occasions of Social Worship in 1835. 
Griswold (1766-1843) only bishop of New England’s Eastern Diocese, was born in 

Simsbury, Connecticut, April 22, 1766.  The first ten years of his life were spent on his 
father’s farm, after which he was taken into the home of his uncle, rector of Simsbury 
parish.  By diligent application he achieved distinction in law.  Studying for Holy Orders, he 
was ordained deacon in 1795 and advanced to the priesthood the same year, the lst man to 

be ordained by Bishop Seabury.  Until 1804, he served in churches 
of Litchfield County.  From 1804 to 1830, he was rector at Bristol, 
Rhode Island, and from 1830 to 1835 at Salem, Massachusetts.  He 
is said to have recreated the Episcopal Church in New England 
outside of Connecticut, and in 1811 he was elected the first and 
only bishop of the Eastern Diocese, comprising all of New England 
except Connecticut.  That same year he received the D.D. degree 
from both Princeton and Brown universities.  Although consecrated 
in 1811, it was not until 1835 that he devoted himself entirely to his 
episcopal duties.  By right of seniority he served as Presiding 
Bishop from 1836 until 1843.  An old Congregationalist said of 
him, “He is the best representative of an apostle that I have ever 

seen, particularly because he doesn’t know it.”  He dropped dead in Boston on February 15, 
1843, at the doorstep of Manton Eastburn, who had just been elected bishop coadjutor of 
Massachusetts. 

Is anyone among you suffering?  Let him pray.  Is anyone cheerful?  Let him sing praise.  

http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/food-processor/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/food-processor/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/cookware-and-bakeware-materials/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/cinnamon/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/sugar/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/butter/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/flour/index.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l336XNsmJEU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gP75nQKR0Pw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRUjAv7CL6U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0x3Fq7JqFI
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†  Trinity Sunday 

 

T he First Sunday After Pentecost is Trinity Sunday, one of 
the seven principal feasts of the church year.  Trinity 

Sunday celebrates “the one and equal glory” of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, “in Trinity of 
Persons and in Unity of Being” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 380). 

“An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly 
Reference for Episcopalians,” edited by Don S. Armentrout and 
Robert Boak Slocum, (Church Publishing, 2000), explains that 
the term “trinity” comes from the Latin words tri (“three”) and 
unitas (“unity”).  The term “trinity” was first used by Tertullian, 
a third-century Latin theologian, to express the mystery of the 
unity-in-diversity of God. 

The Baptism of Jesus, as recorded in all four gospel accounts 
in the New Testament, demonstrates the interaction of the 
Trinity – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 

“When Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the 
water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.  And 
a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:16-17 NRSV). 

“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan.  And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’” (Mark 1: 9-11 NRSV). 

“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 
form like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased’” (Luke 3: 21-22 NRSV). 

“John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
“He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.”  And I myself have seen and have testified that this is 
the Son of God’” (John 1:32-34 NRSV). 

†  Shout Out! 

 

H ere’s a Shout Out to the Sampson family who all 
volunteered their morning on Saturday, April 20 for 

the Annual Clean up Danbury Day. 
Sandra, Eric, Karissa, Mason, Reyna and Ryan met up 

with friends from Assembly of God Church to pitch in and 
help out.  They were armed with trash bags, reflective vests, 

disposable gloves and 
poker sticks, and went to 
work down the assigned 
streets.  According to 
mom, Sandra, “Despite it being a little cool, the kids had 
fun with the task and are planning on returning next 
year.”  There was also some fun competitiveness about 
filling the trash bags and finding interesting items among 
the volunteers. 
Thanks Sampson family for working in the Spring Street 
Neighborhood, one of the ministries of the Jericho 
Partnership.  You are among the 2,750 volunteers 
supporting this ministry.  Jericho’s goal is to reach 3,000 
volunteers this year!  This is one of their opportunities 
where you can volunteer as a family, yet only takes a 
little of your time. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

The Three in One 
 

 Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

I n our first lesson Wisdom is an attribute of God present from the 

beginning of the ages and before the creation.  She delights in the 

human race, and strives to bring all people to insight and understanding. 

 Psalm 8 

The psalmist glorifies the Lord, sovereign of the earth and the 

magnificent heavens, who has made human life to have mastery over all 

other earthly creatures. 

 Romans 5:1-5 

In this reading Paul bids disciples to rejoice in the reconciliation and 

hope which are theirs because of the sacrifice of Christ on behalf of 

sinners.  Through faith we have justification; we are given a right 

relationship to God.  Now even our sufferings can lead to endurance, and 

this to a perseverance which strengthens our hope, poured into our hearts 

as a gift of the Holy Spirit given to us. 

 John 16:12-15 

In our gospel Jesus promises to this disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit 

who will guide them into all truth.  The Spirit will make known things that 

are to come, and will glorify Jesus in that everything declared by the Spirit will be received 

from Jesus.  All that the Father has belongs to Jesus.  The Spirit, then, reveals Jesus, who 

himself has made the Father known. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for June Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The June Sword will have a theme of summer 

or Pentecost or diversity.  Be creative.  The deadline is May 27th.  

Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Q. Why do we call the 

Holy Scriptures the 

Word of God?  
 

A. We call them the 

Word of God because 

God inspired their 

human authors and 

because God still 

speaks to us through 

the Bible.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CTrinity_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CTrinity_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CTrinity_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CTrinity_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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Join us for a Rip-Roaring Good Ole Time at the SonWest 
Theme Brookfield Vacation Bible School! 

 

WANTED: Volunteers for VBS Camp 2013. We are still in need of teachers for the 
classrooms along with a few helpers/ directors assistants whom will be in training to take over 
VBS camp for 2014. 

All school-aged children (entering grades Kindergarten through 6th grade) are invited to be part 
of the excitement as Brookfield’s only Ecumenical Vacation Bible School gears up for another 
year!  Each year, representatives from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church and the Congregational Church of Brookfield work together to present God’s word to local 
children.  Welcome St. Paul’s Church too this year! The theme this year is Gospel Light’s 
SonWest. 

Son West  will have children  “Saddle up” to learn of Jesus’ love through Bible stories, arts and 
crafts, and uplifting music and games, we are sure that our adventurers will take away lessons of 
love and memories of laughter that last long after VBS is over. 

Come experience the adventure at Congregational Church from July8th- July 12th.  
Registration forms are available at the Parish office, or email lisamsweeting@hotmail.com to have 
a form emailed to you.  Cost is $20 per rider with a maximum $45 per family.  Classroom 
experiences are for those children entering grades Kindergarten through 6th grade, and a CIT 
program (including service hours) for those entering grades 7 and 8.  Assistant teaching 
opportunities are available for those in high school and we are always looking for adult volunteers 
in other areas. 

Questions?  Contact: Lisa Sweeting lisamsweeting@hotmail.com for more information. 
Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook at Brookfield Ecumenical Vacation Bible School for 

updates and reminders on our program!!   

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

May 23rd 
 

Nicolaus Copernicus, 1543 
Johannes Kepler, 1543 

Astronomers 
 

 

B orn in 1473, Nicolaus Copernicus first studied law and 
medicine before serving as a cleric under the direction of his 

uncle, the Bishop of Warmia (in northeastern Poland).  Copernicus first 
set forth his heliocentric theory of astronomy in a small work called the Commentariolus, 
which was not published until 1878.  His argument that the sun, rather than the earth, was 
the center of the universe around which the planets rotated was developed fully in his 1543 
opus De Revolutionibus Orbium Caelestium. 

The initial ecclesiastical reaction to his revolutionary theory was somewhat muted, but 
when his thought was further developed by Galileo, the religious debate was intensified, and 
De Revolutionibus was placed on the index of banned books.  Copernicus had originally 
dedicated his work to the Pope, and he saw no conflict between his theory and the authority 
of Scripture. 

Among those chiefly responsible for the solidifying of Copernicus’ theories was the 
German astronomer Johann Kepler.  Born nearly a century after Copernicus, Kepler was 
first educated at Tübingen where he received instruction in Copernican theory.  His first 
major work on Copernican astronomy was the Mysterium Cosmographicum, in which 
he believed he had demonstrated God’s geometric plan for the universe.  Kepler saw in 
the relation between the sun and the rotating planets the image of God himself, and like 
Copernicus, he saw no conflict between his astronomical views and the account of God 
in the Scriptures.  Kepler is chiefly known for his discovery of the laws of planetary 
motion, set forth variously in his later works. 

Though their works were each controversial in their own way, Copernicus and Kepler 
laid the groundwork for modern astronomy.  Kepler’s work was even influential on 
Isaac Newton’s theory of universal gravitation.  Both men, through their life’s work, 
testified to the extraordinary presence of God in creation and maintained, in the face of 
both religious and scientific controversy, that science can lead us more deeply into an 
understanding of the workings of the Creator. 

file:///C:/Users/Carla/AppData/Local/lisamsweeting@hotmail.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Alice Keller,  and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..St. Paul & St. James, New Haven; St. Thomas’, New Haven; Trinity, New 
Haven; St. James, New London. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of North Kerala, South India. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Education for Ministry leaders and students. 
…..Debbi. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..the perseverance of Christians in northern Iraq’s Kurdish regions of Zakho, Dohuk and 
ERbil. 
…..the people who died and were injured in the recent tornados in Texas and Oklahoma. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..peace in Iraq, Syria and the Congo. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..Rita Van Item’s eye surgery. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Job 19:25  "I know that my Redeemer lives and that in the end 

He will stand upon the earth." 

†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign has begun. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during 

unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance for the care of the 

newborn, such as cribs, clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers 

counseling, support, and ultrasounds performed on newly pregnant women by an 

Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer post-abortion counseling to women of any 

age. 

St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through 

its annual “Change for Change” 

Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are 

baby bottles at the back of the church 

and in the Parish Hall that we ask 

you to please fill with your loose 

change and bills and return them on 

June 16th, Father’s Day. 

 For more information, contact: 

Rory Palmer, Bonnie Wanzer or 

Debbie Werneburg.. 

“Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself in the hands of God, at His disposition, 

and listening to His voice in the depth of our hearts.”    Mother Teresa  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/838305.Mother_Teresa
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†  God Provides 

 
by Louise Aloy 

M y stewardship story began as a little girl growing up in a small plantation camp in 
Sprecklesville, Hawaii, on the island of Maui.  I am the last of 13 kids born to 

Basilio and Louise Guzman. 
My father emigrated from the Philippines in 1912 when he was only 10 years old.  He 

came with the very first “Sakadas” or plantation field laborers that the sugar industry 
contracted.  He worked for the sugar industry his entire life and retired at 65 from H,C&S 
Sugar Company as an irrigation laborer.  My mother, Louise Hina Ka’imikaua Lum Yao Jim 
was born and raised in Waiehu and worked for Maui Land & Pine and retired after many 
years at the Kahului Cannery. 

My memories of camp day living are very vivid.  There were 10 homes in each camp 
nestled in the middle of every so many acres of sugar cane fields.  There was an abundance 
of food sources throughout the camp.  I was the youngest and the most spoiled but I was also 
the one that got all the hand me downs and I didn’t mind at all.  My mother was very careful 
with keeping all of our clothes in good condition.  We never called it the 3R’s back then, 
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle, it was just a way of life. 

Growing up in a plantation camp all of 
my childhood years have taught me what 
hard work and perseverance means.  My 
parents were not rich, they were poor 
working class citizens that voted and paid 
their taxes.  They kept us fed and clothed 
by working for minimum wages.  We lived 
by very little means and as long as the 
monthly rent was paid, we had a place to 
sleep.  Our parents were very resourceful 
when it came to feeding all of us.  We 
raised pigs, chickens and goats.  My father 
had a vegetable garden a little ways from 
our house and very often, we kids were in 
the garden picking up green beans, bitter 
melon, lima beans, okra, tomato and egg 
plant.  There were many other vegetables 
so I knew we would never go hungry or 
starve as long as my dad kept his garden 
green and growing.  My father always said 

Apo Jos (Jesus) will provide for us. 
We lived near the ocean and spent almost every weekend at the beach.  While my mom 

and older sisters picked limu (seaweed) my dad and brothers went off diving.  The images 
are still very clear in my mind, seeing my dad and brothers’ surface from the ocean with 
their spear guns filled with fish and tako (squid) with all of its legs dangling and clinging on 
to the spear guns.  When they came up from the deep end and got on the breakwater reef, I 
thought to myself, yay!  Tako, onions and tomatoes for dinner tonight with manini fish soup.  
I never once thought, we would go without food because food sources were all around us.  
Our parents made sure we took advantage of what was before us to sustain us and it was all 
for free.  God had provided for us, we just had to know when and how to get the food that 
was already there waiting.  Did I mention, opihi’s and kupipi’s, Oh my gosh!  They were 
plentiful and we ate them raw right off the rocks and couldn’t wait to get home so my mom 
could boil them with tomatoes and onions and we had yet another meal.  Again Jesus had 
provided for us. 

We didn’t have any store bought toys, my father made tops and yoyos that he carved 
from wood and he made the best kites with bamboo and rice paper.  We didn’t always have 
glue but we used leftover cooked rice or day old poi as our glue.  Once again, we were poor 
but it was a way of life so we did not consider ourselves poor.  We were innovative and we 
found creative ways to get by.  Once again, God had provided for us.  We became very 

(Continued on page 19) 
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thrifty people and I am the same thrifty and crafty person today. 
We continued to live in Camp 1 until the sugar company decided they needed more 

fields and eventually moved us all to Spanish B Village in Puunene.  By then, I was 12 years 
old.  We were moving closer to the city now and had toilets that flushed.  We were so used 
to having outhouses and having to light the fire to heat our water to bathe that having a gas 
water heater was a real plus.  We were still poor but due to the economy and commercial 
growth, I guess you could say, we were moving up a class.  We continued to put our trust in 
that God’s generous hand would provide.  It was like he followed us from one camp to 
another.  But rather, my mom said no matter where you are Ke aku’a, Jesus will always be at 
your side.  She taught us to look to him for guidance at all times and to serve your 
community and give back by volunteering.  She also said giving money to the church is 
another way of respecting Ke aku’a for all the good he has given us. 

Living in a plantation camp was not difficult at all.  We were poor but we never felt 
poor.  My parents never made us feel poor.  We were blessed by the abundance of food 
around us and that God had always provided for us and he continues to do so to this day for 
me.  We treated each other with respect and our parents loved us all, there was always 
enough to go around.  It was a way of life for us and it was the best years of my life.  The 
faith of my parents rests in me.  Whenever I lose my ground of faith, I can hear my mother 
whispering in my ear, no matter where you are Ke aku’a, Jesus will always be at your side. 

Louise Aloy is a lay leader at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church and a member of the 
Stewardship Commission in the Diocese of Hawaii. 

(Continued from page 18) 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, 
Drew Crocker, 

Lynne 
Donnelly, 
Heather 

Melody. Beth 
Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,David 

Szen, Pam 
Szen, Marie 

Williams & Don 
Winkley. 

St. Patrick Explains the Trinity with Bad Analogies 

Presented in keeping with “Just for Fun!” and with advance 

apologies to those without a sense of humor. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQLfgaUoQCw

