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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Preparing to Grow God’s Kingdom 
 

“Why are you living in luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins?” 
 (Haggai 1:4, NLT).  

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 

T he prophet Haggai lived during the time of the Jews' return to Jerusalem after their 
captivity (520 B.C.), and he was largely responsible for the rebuilding of the 

Temple.  One might say that 
Haggai was a "motivational 
speaker" of sorts, as rousing the 
people from lethargy to action 
was his message and he didn't 
mince words when it came to 
serving as God's mouthpiece. 

He lived in a particular time, 
with a particular 
context, yet the 
message to honor 
the things of God is 
as relevant today as 
it was long ago.  I 
was greatly 
encouraged by the 
turnout and 
participation among 
our parish during 
last Sunday's parish meeting, where I 
shared a vision for the future by way 
of how we can honor God and 
respond to the growth among us by 
improving our physical church 
facilities.  The presentation by our 
architect, the questions that followed 
and the give and take was a significant step for us, and I look forward to seeing how God 
will lead us forward in creating Crocker Hall. 

Our effort in upgrading our facilities is ultimately for the glory of God and the spreading 
of Christ's Gospel. May 
we always keep Christ at 
the center of our efforts, 
and by doing so, may God 
grant us the grace to 
respond to an increasingly 
bright future before us 
with faithfulness, love and 
charity. 
 

Faithfully, 
 

Joe 

Kevin McQueen (right) & Curt 
Verdi presented their plans for the 
renovation of the parish hall, 
bathrooms and kitchen at last 
Sunday’s special Parish meeting. 

Parishioners listened and had a chance to ask questions. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  They Glow In The Dark, Too! 

 

I n FIVE short weeks our youth mission team 

heads to the Eastern Shore for our week of 

serving.  But, the work in the town of Onancock has 

already begun.  YouthWorks! is on site already 

getting ready for the first team of youth groups to 

arrive this Sunday.  From that day until August 2nd 

there will be continuous mission work being done in 

the community.  We want to support our fellow 

workers this summer by lifting them up in prayer while they are on site. 

How can you help and get involved with this trip?  

We’d love for you to pick up one of our mission 

bracelets during coffee hour this week and wear it for 

the seven weeks of missions this 

summer.  It will be a gentle reminder 

to pray for the youth that are 

serving, and for the hearts of those 

being served.  We are asking for a $1 

donation for the bracelet, the money 

raised will be brought to Onancock 

during the trip and used to bless the 

community we serve.  We may have the chance to help fill a food 

pantry, stock a school with supplies, or help a library get some new 

books – whatever they need while we’re there! 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jun 13 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jun 15 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

  8:00 am - Youth Missions Prep Day 

  10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jun 16 - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

Mon, Jun 17 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Jun 18 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, Jun 19 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

Thu, Jun 20 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room  

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jun 22 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jun 23 - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

The doer alone learneth.     Friedrich Nietzsche 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/friedrichn126022.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/f/friedrich_nietzsche.html
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†  Summer Sunday School Rocks 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“When I entered your house, you did not give me water 

for my feet…”          (Luke 7:44) 
 

T his week’s Gospel calls us to consider how we 

serve God.  Do we consume like the Pharisee who 

simply reclines at the table and expects to be served?  Or 

do we contribute like the woman who kneels before Jesus 

and washes His feet?  Every day we must make a choice.  

Take or give?  Consume or contribute?  Recline or serve? 

†  St. Paul’s Quilters Special Program on Saturday 

T he St. Paul’s Quilter’s will have their monthly meeting in the parish hall this 

Saturday starting at 10 am.  Eileen Barchi will be teaching the one stroke paint-

ing on fabric around 10:30 / 11:00 am.  The cost is $20 which includes all of the mate-

rials and instructions.  We will be painting a rose and a sunflower if time permits.  

They will also be set up for quilting for anyone who doesn’t want to paint.  And don’t 

forget they also have great eats around noon time. 

†  Parish Hall to Be Named for Fr. Crocker 
 

I n his sermon last Sunday Fr. Shepley announced that as part of our 
parish hall renovations, the space will be named Crocker Hall for our 

Rector Emeritus.  Fr. George N. Crocker came to St. Paul’s in 1970, 
leading it through a period of tremendous spiritual growth, before retiring 
in 2002.  His 32 year tenure as our rector was the longest in our 227 year 
history. 
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June 28th : 7pm-7am 

All Middle & High School students (current grades 5-12) are invited to our 

overnight lock-in at the church on Friday, June 28th.  

There will be food, games, music, more food, more games, you get the idea… 

Friends are always welcome, please RSVP by June 23rd to 
stpaulsown@gmail.com  

St. Paul’s OWN 

June 15th  -  Mission Trip Prep Day 

June 28th  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7 am 

July 19th  -  Commissioning of  

Missionaries 

July 21st- July 27th  -  Mission Trip! 

F riday morning will be spent mostly packing 
up and cleaning up as we get ready to depart 

from our host church.  Right about 9:30 we should 
be rolling out of the parking lot to head, south!  The 
Eastern Shore has some unique and interesting culture not found anywhere else, and we’ll 
get a chance to explore the shore for a few hours by sea in a three hour guided kayak tour 
of the salt marshes on the shore.  From there we’ll poke around the area a bit, finding a spot 
for lunch before we head down to visit our friend and former Rector, Fr. Andy!  The 
Buchanan’s are kind enough to offer us some floor space at their church for Friday 
evening, giving us the chance to spend a few hours relaxing in and exploring Virginia 
Beach. 

 

Mission Central - 5 Weeks Out 
Daily Schedule - Friday 

     This Saturday June 15th, we’ll be meeting at St. Paul’s at 8 am to head 

out on our mission trip prep day.  Students will need to wear outdoor 

clothing and bring a water bottle.  We’ll be back by 7 pm that evening. 

mailto:stpaulsown@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

Alpha Express is Here!  If you missed Alpha this past winter, this is your chance! 
 

T he Alpha Express Course begins this Sunday, June 9th thru September 8th during 
the Rectors Forum 9:30-10:15am each Sunday.  All are welcome for as many 

sessions as you can make.  Questions? See Tara Shepley tbshepley@gmail.com 

 †  Is This All There Is? 

by Mari-Anna Stålnacke @flowingfaith  
 

O nce I overheard a discussion between two successful young professionals on a train. 
It sounded like they had graduated together from a graduate school a while back 

with big dreams.  And they had gone and achieved them all right.  A good job.  A beautiful 
wife.  Wonderful kids.  A comfortable house.  A fast car.  Extensive travels.  Yet they were 
asking: Is this all there is? 

We think we can find happiness on 
our own.  We think we know how to find 
meaning for our lives.  We think we can 
ourselves figure out the code for 
abundant living. 

But we can’t. 
My plans aren’t your plans, nor are 

your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
(Isaiah 55:8, CEB) 

No matter how much money we will 
make.  No matter how high goals we 
achieve.  No matter how many dreams we 
make come through. 

We are nothing without God.  We are 
empty without Jesus.  We are hollow 
without the Holy Spirit. 

But thankfully this is not all there is.  
Thankfully God has eternal plans.  
Thankfully Jesus is the key to abundant 
living. 

When we choose Jesus, we choose 
life.  And not just surviving somehow 
kind of living but abundant life.  Blessed living.  Life full of meaning and purpose and 
courage.  Because even death does not scare us.  It’s just a stepping stone for our final 
destination. 

So you’ll go out in joy, you’ll be led into a whole and complete life. 
(Isaiah 55:12, MSG) 

When we are made right with God, we finally find everything we have been looking for.  
Nothing but Jesus can give us real fulfillment.  Not success, not money, not drugs, not food, 
not alcohol, not a family, not a degree, not a lack of hard times, not a winning strike. 

Nothing but Jesus.  But when we are friends with Jesus, we will indeed be led into a 
whole and complete life.  Not into a life without difficulties.  But into a life empowered by 
the Holy Spirit. 

This is not all there is. 
Choose life. 
Choose Jesus. 
Choose meaning. 
Now and forever. 

If you’ve decided you’re too old for Sunday school then you’re not as mature as you think. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

A Prayer for the Restoration of our Church 
 

A fter last Sunday’s Parish Meeting, the Rector asked me to draft a prayer for God’s 
blessing on the work of restoration which we had agreed to undertake.  I would 

share with you both the process and the result. 
The first consideration is what form of prayer to use.  Since it is to be used regularly at 

our worship services the Collect seemed the most suitable type.  A collect 
may be defined as a short prayer with a single purpose, usually consisting of 
five parts .* The term refers to ‘gathering up’, either the people themselves, 
or their individual petitions.†  The form can be traced back to fifth century 
Rome, and by the time of Charlemagne was widely used throughout the 
Latin rites. 
 The parts, in their usual order, are:  
 Invocation or address: indicating the person addressed, usually God the 
Father, sometimes God the Son or the Trinity; 

Acknowledgement: a divine attribute or action that relates to the petition and provides a 
basis for our request; 

Petition: normally limited to a single request; 
Aspiration: the desired result and (often) an indication of a further purpose of the 

petition; 
Pleading: ‘through Jesus Christ our Lord’ (or similar phrase); a doxology may be added; 
Response by the people: Amen. * 
Finally, at least in the best examples, these parts are tied together by a classical rhythm 

known as cursus‡ and, especially in English, the effect is often heightened by the use of 
alliteration, and the replacement of a single word by a pair of synonyms. 

Turning then to our collect:  The Invocation is very simple, “Almighty 
God”, and the Acknowledgement recalls St. Francis’ experience of hearing 
Christ call to him from the crucifix in St. Damien’s Church near Assisi, 
telling him to ‘restore my church.’  His first response was to rebuild the 
dilapidated church itself, but this led to the founding of the Franciscan 
orders with their mission of restoring the church by proclaiming the Gospel.  
This is enlarged in the petition, which prays that as we restore our church 
building, it will also be a place for the proclaiming of God’s holy Word.  
Here then is the result, in both traditional and contemporary forms.§ 

 

A lmighty God, who didst call thy servant Francis to restore thy Church; Grant to 
us that as he rebuilt the Church of St. Damian, and founded an order for the 

preaching of thy Gospel, we may restore this building to be a place for proclaiming thy 
Holy Word; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  Amen. 

 

A lmighty God, who called your servant Francis to restore your Church; Grant 
that as he rebuilt the Church of St. Damian, and founded an order for the 

preaching of the Gospel, we may restore this building to be a place for proclaiming 
your Holy Word; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.ª 

 

Remember, like all collects, it is intended to sum up, rather than replace, your own 
prayers, so use it as a basis for your own petitions for the work we are doing here. 

Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence. 
_________________________ 

*  C. Frederick Barbee and F. Paul Zahn, The Collects of Thomas 
Cranmer, Eerdmans, 1999, pp. xi-xii.  See also Wikipedia, sv. Collect 
† The former would apply to the Collect for Purity at the 
beginning of the BCP Communion service, but the earliest collects 
came, like our Collect of the Day, after various other devotions 
where the second meaning seems most applicable.   
‡ This comprises the conclusion of a prose sentence (or major 
clause) with two metrical feet.  In Latin this very often took the form 
of a dactyl and a trochee (lóng-short-short/lóng-long) but due to the 

(Continued on page 9) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://books.google.com/books?id=Yob__99JEjoC&pg=PR9&lpg=PR9&dq=collect+%22fifth-century+Rome%22&source=bl&ots=yfZUVexG16&sig=PO3bmnmD5MLrSZJg_-jD3G0CSQk&hl=en&sa=X&ei=UVw-UOTCLY6whAeOt4DoAg&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=collect%20%22fifth-century%20Rome%22&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=Yob__99JEjoC&pg=PR9&lpg=PR9&dq=collect+%22fifth-century+Rome%22&source=bl&ots=yfZUVexG16&sig=PO3bmnmD5MLrSZJg_-jD3G0CSQk&hl=en&sa=X&ei=UVw-UOTCLY6whAeOt4DoAg&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=collect%20%22fifth-century%20Rome%22&f=false
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collect
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

different structure of the language other variants (such as ending with an accented syllable) are more common in 
English.  Stella Brooks, The Language of the Book of Common Prayer, Deutsch, 1965, passim 
§ This well-known cross is in the form of an icon, painted not carved, and with additional images to fill out the 
story.  It now hangs in the Convent of St. Clare in Assisi and a copy is in the original Church of St. Damian. 
Since the best Collects seem to be the ones translated from Latin (compare the Book of Common Prayer collects to 
those in Holy Women Holy Men with their tendency to be wordy and didactic), I elected to draft it first in Latin 
(even though I have become rather rusty in that tongue).  Here then is the first draft: 
Omnipotens Deus, qui vocavisti servum tuum Franciscum ad restorationem ecclesiae tuae; Concede nobis ut 
sicut ecclesiam Sancti Damiani refecit et ordo ad evangelium tuum praedicandam fundavit, hoc ædificium 
reficiamus ut fiat locum ad proclamandam verbum sanctum tuum.  Per Jesum Christum Dominum nostrum, 
qui tecum vivit et regnat in unitate Spiritus Sancti Deus, per omnia sæcula sæculorum.  Amen. 

(Continued from page 8) Prayer for Restoration 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 
Gospel Response O Christ, the Word Incarnate 
Offertory There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
Communion My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
Communion Fairest Lord Jesus 
Closing Hymn O Praise Ye the Lord! Praise Him in the Height 

Tune: Hanover 

 

Fairest Lord Jesus! 
 

L ittle is known of the origin of this cherished hymn.  Associated with it are several 
popular legends which cannot always be substantiated by research.  One of the best-

known accounts is that it was called the “Crusaders’ Hymn.”  Some think that it was sung 
by the twelfth century German Crusaders, especially by their children, as they made their 
long and wearisome trek to the Holy Land.  Another account, which has more credence, is 
that it was one of the hymns used by the singing followers of John Hus, a small band of 
believers who settled in Silesia (now part of Poland) after they were driven out of Bohemia 
in the bloody anti-Reformation purge of 1620.  This hymn, then, is generally said to be a 
folk song derived from these devout Silesian peasants. 

The text for the hymn first appeared in the Roman Catholic Munster Gesangbuch of 
1677, where it was published as the “first of three beautiful selected new hymns.”  Later it is 
said that a man by the name of Hoffman Fallerleben heard a group of Silesians singing the 
hymn in a service, recorded the words and music from this oral recitation, and published it 

in his Schlesische Volkslieder in 1842.  This is the form in which we 
now know the hymn. 
     No one knows for certain who first translated the text from 
German into English.  The English adaptation by Richard Storrs 
Willis, born in Boston, Massachusetts, February 10, 1819, first 
appeared in his Church Chorals and Choir Studies in 1850.  It is 
interesting to note that in this collection a notation about the origin 
of the hymn is made stating that it was “sung by German knights on 
the way to Jerusalem.”  This statement undoubtedly did much to 
foster and popularize the Crusader account. 
     Richard Willis is also the composer of the Christmas carol “It 
Came Upon a Midnight Clear.” 
The fourth verse, a fine translation by Joseph A. Seiss, emphasizes 
the dual nature of the Savior - “Son of God and Son of Man” as 
well as the praise that will be eternally His. 

T 
he Christian faith is a singing faith.  Hence the singing of 

the people - congregational singing - is the most important 

form of music in an evangelical church. 

Richard Willis 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx1eMwlDFb8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KV4af47IGCo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvwt9WFuDFI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YX12bTxPlo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3Yvq6TOapM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veDdPLdWugQ
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†  Israel!  Beyond Belief!   

 

†  Rain, Rain, Go Away   
 

Y es, we’ve had a tremendous amount of rain lately.  A recent 
storm dropped 3.89 inches in the Danbury area in one day.  

Compare this to the average monthly rainfall in Israel of just 1.61 inches 
and you can see why water was a precious resource in ancient and 

current Israel. 
 In addition to rain, another source of water for 
the state of Israel is Mt. Hermon.  At 9,232 feet 
above sea level and the highest point in Syria, Mt. 
Hermon captures a lot of precipitation.  The runoff 
from melted snow, feeds the springs that form the 
Dan River.  The Dan along with the Banias and 
Hasbani Rivers are the three tributaries to the 
Jordan River which flows into the Sea of Galilee 
(Lake Kinneret), the lowest freshwater lake in the 
world and partially fed by underground springs.  The Jordan flows out 
from the sea with two more rivers joining from the east, the Yarmouk 
and the Jabbok and continues to the Dead Sea, the lowest and saltiest 
place on Earth.  Here, the flowing waters end and now the Dead Sea is 

evaporating at alarming speed. 
The conservation of and creation of potable water is crucial in Israel where just 20% of 

the land is cultivated.  To meet the needs of its’ population, 
Israel has developed technology to remove salt and waste 
from the Mediterranean Sea.  This desalination process 
provides 7 million gallons of potable water every hour to the 
population.  The plant, one of many planned, is the largest 
such plant in the world providing 40% of the state’s water.  
Once other plants are in operation, 80% of needs will be met, 
hopefully by 2014. 
 A resourceful and creative 
people, Israel will no longer be 
dependent on meager rainfall for 
its’ water supply.  Instead they 
have found a game-changing 
solution to the challenges of living 
off what is sometimes unreliable 
rainfall. 

Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage to the Holy Land on 

March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Click here for more info and details.  For those of 

you who have already been to Israel, an additional trip is being planned from 

March 18-27 covering Egypt, the Nile, Sinai, Red Sea and Petra in Jordan. 

The Banias 

The Dan 

Sea of Galilee 
The Dead Sea 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTdry2DrvlY
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTdry2DrvlY
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

A Prophetic Anointing 

 

 1 Kings 21:1-10, (11-14), 15-21a 

I n our opening lesson the corruption of Ahab and his foreign queen Jezebel are 
manifested with their dealings with Naboth the Jezreelite.  Ahab coveted Naboth’s 

ancestral land, which Naboth could not part with, by tradition or religion.  Jezebel has no 
respect for such local custom and devises a plan to have Naboth murdered.  When Ahab 
travels to claim for himself Naboth’s vineyard, he is met by his old adversary the prophet 
Elijah, who prophesies his judgment. 

 Psalm 5:1-8 
A psalm acknowledging God’s justice and opposition to wrong doing, and a plea for 

help and deliverance. 
 Galatians 2:15-21 
In this lesson the apostle Paul establishes the principle that justification is 

through faith in Christ rather than by works of the law.  Paul had just told the 
Galatians how Peter has apparently first agreed to eat with Gentile Christians without 
requiring that they observe certain Jewish food laws.  Later, however, under criticism 
from stricter Jewish-Christians, he withdrew from this fellowship.  That kind of 
dependence on the law, Paul argues, is over and done with.  The only life that 
matters is found with Christ in whom Paul finds his life. 

 Luke 7:36-8:3 
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ association with a woman known as a sinner and his 

teaching on the significance of generous forgiveness.  As at other times, Jesus is criticized 
for his willingness to relate to an individual regarded as a sinner.  He allows the woman to 
demonstrate her repentance and scandalizes those present by telling her that her sins are 
forgiven.  Much forgiveness and much love are closely linked together.  The collaboration 
of women in Jesus’ ministry is underscored by his close relationship with Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Susanna, and others who traveled with him and the disciples, and support their 
ministries. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will be available at the back of 

the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

S haring from his recent tour of Europe, Fr. 
Shepley illustrates how reliance upon God 

leads to transformation.  Then looking at the story 
of Elijah and the widow from 1 Kings, the message 
further underscores how God's refinement works in 
our lives.  Concluding with an announcement of 
the parish's planned renovations, this sermon brings 
together these three components all under the 
theme of how God leads us in a common vision.  
To replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow 
this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

The Holy 

Scriptures are our 

letters from home  

-Augustine 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp6_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp6_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp6_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp6_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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 †  Schnitzel Variation 

Directions: 
Combine the salt, black pepper, bread crumbs, 

sesame seeds, paprika, garlic 
powder, and chili powder/
cayenne in a Ziploc bag and 
shake to combine.  Transfer 
to a shallow pie plate or other 
similar dish. 
Reserve.  Trim tenders from 
chicken and reserve.  Season on both sides with salt and pepper.  
Place breasts between 2 pieces of plastic wrap and pound lightly 
with a mallet to an even thickness of about 1/4 inch.  Dredge 
cutlets and tenders in flour, then egg, then bread crumb mixture.  
Heat oil over medium-high heat in a heavy skillet until hot but 
not smoking.  Working in batches, lay 2 cutlets in pan and fry 
until underside is golden brown and crisp, about 2-3 minutes.  
Flip and fry an additional 2-3 minutes.  Drain on paper towels, 
season with salt and pepper to taste and serve hot. 

Ingredients: 
1 1/2 pounds skinless boneless 

chicken  (about 6 breasts), 
split and trimmed 

1/2 teaspoon salt, plus more for 
seasoning. 

1/4 teaspoon black pepper, plus 
more for seasoning 

1 cup bread crumbs 
2 tablespoons sesame seeds 
1/2 teaspoon paprika 
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder 
1/4 teaspoon chili powder or 

cayenne 
1/2 teaspoon dried parsley 
1/2 cup flour 
2 eggs, beaten 
1/2 cup oil for frying 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House of Prayer 
This month will be 

held on June 22nd 

between 2:00 P.M. 

and  4:00 P.M. 
 

 Walk-ins are 

welcome and you 

may also request 

prayer by 

appointment. 
 

We pray for any need 

including: 

relationships, physical 

healing, emotional 

healing, finances, 

family and 

generational healing. 
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 † Vestry Meeting 
 

May 8, 2013 

OPENING: Fr. Shepley led the meeting 
and opened with prayer at 7:30 pm. 

Sandy Chaleski gave a devotional on our 
hymns and gospel music being based on our 
beliefs, praise of God, thanksgivings and 
Bible passages, thanking our Lord for 
meaningful music in worship. 

Fr. Shepley led us in a time of 
thanksgivings followed by the prayer of 
thanksgiving from the evening prayer 
service. 

The April minutes were approved as 
circulated. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Fr. Shepley 
reported for Chuck Allen that expenses 
exceeded income in April by $2,561.00.  
Franklin Funds increased in April by 
$15,000.00. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Property:  Mike Chengeri presented three 

proposals for painting the sanctuary and the 
stairwell.  All three contractors are licensed 
and insured.  They are looking at a rug for 
the uncovered floor space in the Guild Room. 

Communications: Sandy Chaleski 
reported that some parishioners thought that 
the women’s retreat was too expensive.  A 
parishioner has volunteered to head up a 
communications committee and will present 
a proposal to the Vestry. 

Family Life: Pat Jennings reported that the 
Christian Caring Committee is looking for 
information on people who may need meals 
when circumstances warrant.  Stephen 
Ministry will host a Hospice presentation the 
3rd week in June, all are welcome. 

Outreach: Pat Jennings reported many 
people found Alpha very successful.  Dot 

Crocker reports that Mary Allen needs more 
hosts for Coffee Hour following the 8 am 
service. 

Building: David Williams reports we are 
finalizing the scope of the Parish Hall 
renovations at the next meeting.  There will 
be presentation boards up for a couple of 
weeks followed by a presentation by the 
architect and builder at a Parish meeting, 
which is necessary for Diocesan approval of 
the project. 

 

RECTOR’S REPORT: St. Paul’s has 
received a grant from the Day Foundation for 
use in youth ministry beginning in June.  On 
Memorial Day Sunday the youth will be 
leading worship, Patrick will give the 
message, youth will lead prayers and read the 
lessons.  New name tags will be ready 
Sunday, May 12th.  Marie Williams will be 
leading Sunday school for the summer.   

 

OLD BUSINESS: A discussion was held 
on improving communications of upcoming 
events to the parish. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: The Vestry approved 
the proposal from A & A Maintenance for 
painting of the sanctuary and the stairwell. A 
rug for the uncovered floor space in the 
Guild Room was not approved. 

 

CLOSING: Joe Bernardo closed the 
meeting with prayer at 8:47 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 
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† Happy Birthday to You! 

J ustin DoBosh celebrates today!  On Friday Al 

Kosloffsky turns a year older and wiser.  Sing “Happy 

Birthday” to Tracy Kenneally & Mitch O’Hara, Jr. on 

Sunday.  Monday is the big day (#18) for Jeff Janofsky.  

Delores Ready, Sylvia Pinheiro & Venus Okwuka will be 

opening presents on Tuesday.  Blowing out candles on 

Wednesday will be Dave Allen, Dave Baskett & John 

Beck.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

Malachi 4:6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the 

children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse. (NIV)  
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Alice Keller,  and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
…..Iglesia Betania, Norwalk; St. Paul’s, Norwalk; Christ Episcopal, Norwich. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Kwara, Nigeria. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Ministry of Creation; environmental stewardship committees; 
eco-justice work; and  community gardens. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..the house church movement in Kyrgystan.  Church registration 
requires 200 adult Kyrgyz members. 
…..peace and healing for Marvin Self. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..peace in Turkey. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Job 19:25  "I know that my Redeemer lives and that in the end 

He will stand upon the earth." 

†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign is almost over. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during 

unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance for the care of the 

newborn, such as cribs, clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers 

counseling, support, and ultrasounds performed on newly pregnant women by an 

Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer post-abortion counseling to women of any 

age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline 

through its annual “Change for 

Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  

There are baby bottles at the back of 

the church and in the Parish Hall that 

we ask you to please fill with your 

loose change and bills and return 

them on June 16th, Father’s Day. 

 For more information, contact: 

Rory Palmer, Bonnie Wanzer or 

Debbie Werneburg.. 

Prayer is not so much an act as it is an attitude - an attitude 

of dependency, dependency upon God.~ Arthur W. Pink  
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Join us for a Rip-Roaring Good Ole Time at the SonWest 
Theme Brookfield Vacation Bible School! 

 

All school-aged children (entering grades Kindergarten through 6th grade) are invited to be part 
of the excitement as Brookfield’s only Ecumenical Vacation Bible School gears up for another 
year!  Each year, representatives from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church and the Congregational Church of Brookfield work together to present God’s word to local 
children.  Welcome St. Paul’s Church too this year! The theme this year is Gospel Light’s 

SonWest. 
 Son West  will have children  “Saddle up” to learn of Jesus’ love 
through Bible stories, arts and crafts, and uplifting music and games, we 
are sure that our adventurers will take away lessons of love and 
memories of laughter that last long after VBS is over. 
 Come experience the adventure at Congregational Church from 
July 8th- July 12th.  Registration forms are available at the Parish 
office, or email lisamsweeting@hotmail.com to have a form emailed to 
you.  Cost is $20 per rider with a maximum $45 per family.  Classroom 
experiences are for those children entering grades Kindergarten through 
6th grade, and a CIT program (including service hours) for those entering 
grades 7 and 8. 
 Questions?  Contact: Lisa Sweeting lisamsweeting@hotmail.com for 
more information. 

Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook at Brookfield Ecumenical Vacation Bible School for 
updates and reminders on our program!! 

NEED A BABYSITTER? - I am trying to find a way to connect with a St Paul’s or Brookfield family that 

might need help with kids this summer.  I have a teenage daughter who has the Red Cross babysitter’s 

certification and would like to work several days a week.  I'd appreciate any direction.  Gretchen 

Barbieri, gbarbieri@sbdanbury.com 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

June 13th 
 

Gilbert Keith Chesterton 
Apologist and Writer, 1936 

 

B orn in 1874, Gilbert Keith Chesterton was one the intellectual giants of his day, and 
was known for his writing that spanned fields as diverse as literary criticism, fiction 

and fantasy, satire, and Christian apologetics.  Chesterton often blended 
elements of such genres together, as indicated in his famous novel The Man 
Who Was Thursday, which combines a mystery plot with Christian imagery 
and symbolism.  His work in the field of literary criticism was immensely 
influential in his day, and his book length study of Charles Dickens can be 
credited with bringing that author’s work back to the forefront of scholarly 
study. 
 As a young man, Chesterton had been fascinated with spiritualism and the 
occult, but his faith grew stronger over the years, as he devoted himself to the 
defense of what he called “orthodoxy,” which was for him, among other 
things, an acknowledgement of the mystery and paradox of Christian faith in 
an age of increasing skepticism.  His spiritual journey toward the ancient 

faith of the Church culminated in his conversion to the Roman Catholic Church in 1922. 
In works such as Orthodoxy and The Everlasting Man, Chesterton defended Christian 

faith with a unique blend of wit and religious fervor, while simultaneously satirizing the 
prevailing viewpoints of the day that often sought to dismiss faith as irrational and 
unnecessary.  The latter work was particularly important to C.S. Lewis, who called it “the 
best apologetic work I know.”  Today, Chesterton is still known and loved for his sharp wit, 
his intellectual tenacity, and his refusal to resolve the ambiguities of Christian faith in favor 
of facile and passing conceptions of truth.  His work has influenced intellectual figures as 
diverse as Ernest Hemingway and Dorothy L. Sayers, and he is a figure beloved of 
Protestants and Catholics alike. 

V BS snack donations are 

requested for the next three 

weeks for camp.  Bring them to St. 

Paul’s, have them labeled VBS and 

they will be taken to to the Congrega-

tional Church.  Pretzels (non stick 

kind), goldfish, and mini marshmal-

lows are best.  Camp is SOLD out for 

volunteers, but there is still room for 

campers  

file:///C:/Users/Carla/AppData/Local/lisamsweeting@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Carla/AppData/Local/lisamsweeting@hotmail.com
mailto:gbarbieri@sbdanbury.com?subject=Babysitter
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Psalm 103:13  As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has 

compassion on those who fear him; (NIV)  

SERMON IN THE STREET 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

THURSDAY, JUNE 27 ~ 4-7 P.M. 

 

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN HELP MINISTER TO THE 
IMPOVERISHED, HOMELESS OR DRUG ADDICTED POPULATIONS OF THE 

DANBURY COMMUNITY, PLEASE CALL 203-748-2266. 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Drew Crocker, 
Debbie 

Delaventura, 
Lynne Donnelly, 
Lois Hunt, Bill 
Loring, Diane 

Loring, Heather 
Melody. Beth 
Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Lori O’Hara, 
Linda Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,David 

Szen, Pam Szen, 
Bonnie Wanzer, 

Marie Williams & 
Don Winkley. 

Closing pitcher Mariano Rivera #42 of the New York 
Yankees pitches against the Seattle Mariners at Safeco 
Field last Sunday in Seattle.  Credit: Getty Images  

†  Pitching God 
 

Mariano Rivera’s impending 
retirement from the New York Yankees 
will likely disappoint some fans, but it 
seems the famed relief pitcher already 
has some intriguing post-MLB plans. In 
an interview with New York Magazine 
(complete with a cover story and a 
headline that reads, “Pitching God”), 
Rivera discussed his career and his 
plans to advance the Christian faith 
following his coming exit from the 
sports world. 

Rivera, who is currently playing his 
final season with the Yankees, talks 
about his astounding athletic abilities 
and plenty more.  Rather than praising 
himself, the baseball player humbly 
noted that he does nothing by his own 
accord and that his abilities all come 
from God. 

“Everything I have and everything I 
became is because of the strength of the 
Lord, and through him I have 
accomplished everything.  Not because 
of my strength.  Only by his love, his 
mercy, and his strength.” 

 

Click on the red link above 
for the entire article. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
http://nymag.com/news/features/sports/mariano-rivera-2013-6/
http://nymag.com/news/features/sports/mariano-rivera-2013-6/
http://nymag.com/news/features/sports/mariano-rivera-2013-6/
http://nymag.com/news/features/sports/mariano-rivera-2013-6/

