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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Progress, First Steps, Bold Steps, Hope 
 

“Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, 
for your progress and joy in the faith. 

 (Philippians 1:24-26 .  
Dear Friends, 

 

T his Sunday, we will have a new look.  Well, it may 
still be a work in progress, but we are heading for a 

bit more transformation as a church family.  Our church 
interior (the nave) is 
being patched and 
painted, including the 
stairwell leading to the 
parish hall.  As I write 
this, I am not certain if it 
will be completed by this 
coming Sunday, or 
halfway there, but either 
way, we are making 
significant progress in upgrading our gem of a 
building. 
 I am excited about this Sunday for some other 
reasons as well.  Julia Yircisin will receive her First 
Communion!  Julia has prepared for this special day 

with her time in class with me, as well as studying on her own.  Please keep Julia in your 
prayers and join with me in celebrating this sacred moment together at the 10:30 am 
service. 

My son, David, will be leaving for Namibia on Friday the 28th for twenty days as a 
National Geographic Explorer student.  There he will conduct mission work with the San/

bushmen, as well as take part in cheetah and rhinoceros 
conservation efforts.  Having been twice to Tanzania as 
a St. Paul's missionary, David is looking forward to 
having the St. Paul's family send him off with prayer. 
 Finally, it is Healing Sunday, and as I have 
witnessed some healing experiences lately among the 
flock of God in recent weeks, I am hopeful that we will 
be encouraged as some of us stand 
at the announcement time and 
"give account for the hope that is 
within us" (1 Peter 3:15). 
 As summer officially begins, 
may God continue to bring us 

together in Christ's wondrous love. 
With all affection, 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  They Glow In The Dark, Too! 

 

I n FOUR short weeks our youth mission team 

heads to the Eastern Shore for our week of 

serving.  But, the work in the town of Onancock has 

already begun.  The first group is just finishing up 

their work onsite, and from now until August 2nd 

there will be continuous mission work being done in 

the community.  We want to support our fellow 

workers this summer by lifting them up in prayer 

while they are on site. 

How can you help and get involved with this trip?  

We’d love for you to pick up one of our mission 

bracelets during coffee hour this week and wear it for 

the seven weeks of missions this 

summer.  It will be a gentle reminder 

to pray for the youth that are 

serving, and for the hearts of those 

being served.  We are asking for a $1 

donation for the bracelet, the money 

raised will be brought to Onancock 

during the trip and used to bless the 

community we serve.  We may have the chance to help fill a food 

pantry, stock a school with supplies, or help a library get some new 

books – whatever they need while we’re there! 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jun 20 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jun 22 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

  2-4 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Jun 23 - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

Mon, Jun 24 - Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

Tue, Jun 25 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

Wed, Jun 26 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

Thu, Jun 27 -  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, Jun 28 - 7:00 pm - Youth Group Lock-in 

  8:00 pm - Compline Service 

Sat, Jun 29 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 9 am -  3 pm - Become a Prayer Servant Seminar 

Sun, Jun 30 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 
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†  Summer Sunday School Rocks 
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†  St. Paul’s Quilters 

L ast Saturday the St. Paul’s Quilters had their largest turnout for one of their 

monthly meetings in the parish hall.  

Eileen Barchi was one hand demonstrating and 

teaching one stroke painting.  One stroke 

painting involves painting with 

two colors at the same time, 

drawing things like leaves, 

buds and petals. 

†  Compline 
 

O n Friday, June 28th, we will be having the first of three Compline services this 
summer.  Compline is essentially an alternate form of Evening Prayer.  The name 

Compline is used to denote that it is the final service of the day.  The three services this 
summer will look and feel very much like our typical Sunday Evening Prayer, or Vespers 
service that we have during the year.  There will not be a homily or Eucharist, but simply a 
chance for prayer and worship.  The music selections will be contemporary, much like the 
style played at Vespers.  Each Compline service will end with a chance to stay in the 
sanctuary for prayer or meditation.  We invite you to join us for a portion of your evening 
next Friday and hope that in doing so you are able to end your week in the presence of God. 
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OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   
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June 28
th

 : 7pm-7am 

A ll Middle & High School students (current grades 5-12) are invited to 

our overnight lock-in at the church on Friday, June 28th.  

There will be food, games, music, more food, more games, you get the idea… 

Friends are always welcome, please RSVP by June 23rd to 

stpaulsown@gmail.com  

St. Paul’s OWN 

June 28th  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7 am 

July 19th  -  Commissioning of  

Missionaries 

July 21st- July 27th  -  Mission Trip! 

August 16th  -  Mission Dinner 

T his past Saturday the youth going on the 
mission trip went to Cromwell, CT where 

we challenged ourselves on a ropes course.  The day 
was about learning to stretch outside our comfort 
zone and working together as a team.  From having to walk across two wires with a 
partner, to climbing the Giants Ladder - it was a unique experience for everyone there.  We 

wrapped up our day with a cookout at Patrick’s house where we 
spent time talking about what to expect on our trip and how we can 

prepare ourselves to serve 
while we’re there. 

 

Mission Central - 4 Weeks Out 
Preparing for the Trip 

mailto:stpaulsown@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

Alpha Express is Here!  If you missed Alpha before, this is your chance! 
 

T he Alpha Express Course runs each Sunday thru September 8th during the 
Rectors Forum 9:30-10:15am each Sunday.  All are welcome for as many 

sessions as you can make.  Questions? See Tara Shepley tbshepley@gmail.com 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself 

and take up his cross daily and follow me.”       (Luke 9:23) 
 

W e are not very good at “denying ourselves” in our 

society.  Our current economic situation is evidence 

of what happens when people think they can have everything 

they want.  Jesus calls us to set our own personal “wants” 

aside so that we have the resources to follow Him instead. 

†  Uniquely Equal 

In Christ, there is no difference between Jew and Greek, slave and free person, 
male and female.  You are all the same in Christ Jesus.    Galatians 3:24 NCV 

 

D uring Jesus’ time, the culture was filled with 
social division.  Jews kept their distance from 

Gentiles.  Slaves were treated like property instead of 
people.  A woman’s worth was often determined by 
her ability to bear children.  She wasn’t allowed to 
study Scriptures or own property.  Men and women 
who weren’t acquainted wouldn’t dare speak in 
public, and even those who knew each other well 
would never have any kind of physical contact outside 
their own home. 
 Jesus changed all that.  He spoke with women, 
taught them, and encouraged them to teach others.  He 
took those who were ill by the hand, regardless of 
their gender.  Jesus 
conversed with Jews and 
Gentiles, servants and 
leaders, tax collectors and 
prostitutes.  He even dared to 
touch lepers, who were 
considered the lowest of all outcasts by the rest of 
society.  Jesus treated every person with dignity and 
compassion.  That’s because he knew who each 
individual really was - a person created in the image 
of God. 
 The way people look, act, and live is incredibly 
diverse, but each one has the same value in God’s 
eyes.  If racial, social, and gender distinctions don’t 
hinder God’s love for individuals, they shouldn’t 
hinder your.  Allow the words from the book of 
Galations to challenge any kind of prejudice that may 
be hidden in your heart.  Ask God to help you see 
people as he does - worthy of your love, your time, 

Jesus conversed with Jews and 

Gentiles, servants and leaders, tax 

collectors and prostitutes. 
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†  Visit Israel, You’ll Never Be the Same   

 

†  John the Baptist   
 

A s Christians, obviously our recent pilgrimage to the Holy Land focused primarily 
on visiting places connected to the life and ministry of Jesus.  But by doing so, we 

also crossed paths with the journeys of John the Baptist. 
John the Baptist is the only other person besides Jesus whose birth and death is recorded 

in the Gospels.  It is a credit to his significance that all four gospels comment on his life. 
John was born in 5 BC to Mary’s cousin Elizabeth and Zechariah in the village of Ein 

Karem located in southwest Jerusalem.  The town attracts millions of visitors from around 
the world each year. 
 The beginning of Jesus' ministry is marked by his baptism by his cousin 
John in the Jordan River.  The traditional site of Jesus’ baptism, Bethany 
(beyond Jordan), is located further south and east of Jericho.  It is also known 
as Bethabara which means “house of the crossing” referring to Joshua and 
Elijah’s crossing the river.  At this site, the river is very narrow and we are in 
close proximity to the state of Jordan.  John baptized Jesus on the eastern 
bank of the river.  This site was not accessible until recently and today people 
can be baptized here. 
 John is also connected to the Essenes, a Jewish sect that settled at Qumran 
on the west side of the Dead Sea in the Judean Desert.  It was here that 
members of the sect wrote the ancient scrolls that were hidden for 2,000 years 
before they were discovered in the caves of Qumran.  This amazing discovery 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls was one of the most important archaeological 
findings. 
We did not visit the site of John’s death 

which took place in the Herodian palace of Machaerus 
located east of and overlooking the Dead Sea.  This 
would have been located in today’s Jordan.  
Archaeological findings have allowed for a visual 
reconstruction of this desert fortress. 

John's ministry was not just a short one in terms of 
time, but it also covered a very small geographical 
area.  When we take a close look, though, at what God 
accomplished through him we cannot deny how 
important his ministry was.  John knew his mission in 
life.  He believed in Jesus and lived his life to point 
others to Him; he knew that repentance was necessary 
to live a holy life and he stood firm in his faith to the end. 

Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage to the Holy Land on 

March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Click here for more info and details.  For those of 

you who have already been to Israel, an additional trip is being planned from 

March 18-27 covering Egypt, the Nile, Sinai, Red Sea and Petra in Jordan. 

Qumran Caves 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Bf_ZycCZDQ
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Bf_ZycCZDQ
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 †  Guacamole Salad 

Directions: 
Place the tomatoes, yellow pepper, black beans, 

red onion, jalapeno peppers and lime zest in a large 
bowl.  Whisk together the lime juice, olive oil, salt, 
pepper and 
garlic and 
pour over 
the 
vegetables.  
Toss well. 

Just 
before 
serving, 
add the 
avocado.  
Check seasonings.  Serve at room temperature. 

Ingredients: 
1 pint grape tomatoes, halves 
1 yellow bell pepper, seeded and 

½ inch diced 
1 can black bean (15 oz.), rinsed 

and drained 
½ c. small diced red onion 
2 T. minced jalapeno peppers, 

seeded (2 peppers) 
½ tsp. freshly grated lime zest 
¼ c. freshly squeezed lime juice (2 

limes) 
¼ c. olive oil 
1 tsp. salt 
½ tsp. freshly ground black pepper 
½ tsp. minced garlic 
2 ripe Haas avocados, ½ inch dice 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points 
Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

Opening Hymn Morning Has Broken 
Gospel Response In Christ There Is No East or West 
Offertory Dear Lord, and Father of Mankind 
Closing Hymn Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
 

Morning Has Broken 
 

M orning Has Broken" is a popular and well-known Christian hymn first published 
in 1931.  It has words by English author Eleanor Farjeon and is set to a traditional 

Gaelic tune known as "Bunessan" (it shares this tune with the 19th century Christmas Carol 
"Child in the Manger").  It is often sung in children's services.  English pop musician and 

folk singer Cat Stevens included a version on his 1971 album Teaser and 
the Firecat.  The song became identified with Stevens when it reached 

number six on the US pop chart and number one on the US easy 
listening chart in 1972. 

 The hymn originally appeared in the second edition of Songs of 
Praise (published in 1931), to the tune "Bunessan", composed in 

the Scottish Highlands.  In Songs of Praise Discussed, the 
editor, Percy Dearmer, explains that as there was need for a 

hymn to give thanks for each day, English poet and 
children's author Eleanor Farjeon had been "asked to make 
a poem to fit the lovely Scottish tune".  A slight variation 
on the original hymn, also written by Eleanor Farjeon, can 
be found in the form of a poem contributed to the 
anthology Children's Bells, under Farjeon's new title, "A 
Morning Song (For the First Day of Spring)", published by 

Oxford University Press in 1957. 
"Bunessan" had been found in L. McBean's Songs and Hymns of the Gael, published in 

1900.  Before Farjeon's words, the tune was used as a Christmas carol, which began "Child 
in the manger, Infant of Mary", translated from the Scottish Gaelic lyrics written by Mary 
MacDonald.  The English-language Roman Catholic hymnal also uses the tune for the 
Charles Stanford hymns "Christ Be Beside Me" and "This Day God Gives Me", both of 
which were adapted from the traditional Irish hymn St. Patrick's Breastplate. Another 
Christian hymn "Baptized In Water" borrows the tune. 

Eleanor Farjeon 

Christian song 
is the overflow of 
the Christian 
heart.  If our 
hearts are full, our 
singing will be 
full. 

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xtsez_morning-has-broken-hymn-angelis_music#.Ub-wX5wXlZE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xu-IF_p6W7Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrtOs3P6Ppk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fkvyYNsjPc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleanor_Farjeon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaelic_languages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bunessan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Carol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pop_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folk_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cat_Stevens
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teaser_and_the_Firecat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teaser_and_the_Firecat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billboard_Hot_100
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adult_Contemporary_%28chart%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adult_Contemporary_%28chart%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1972_in_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songs_of_Praise_%28hymnal%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songs_of_Praise_%28hymnal%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percy_Dearmer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_University_Press
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_carol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Stanford
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Patrick%27s_Breastplate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleanor_Farjeon
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

What Do We Mean by Canonical Scripture? 
 

O ur word “canon” comes from the Greek name of a particular kind 
of reed that was noted for the straightness of its main stem, and 

thus came to be used for drawing or testing a straight line.  In time the 
term came to be used for a rule or standard, and came into Christian usage 
with three related meanings.  A canon might be a law of the church, it 
might be the title of a clergyman (or sometimes a lay official) attached to 
a major church (usually a cathedral) which was governed by its own body 
of rules, or it might be applied to those writings which were considered 
inspired and therefore the standard of belief.  Obviously it is the last 
meaning which concerns us here. 

If, especially for the Old Testament, we look at the Bibles of various Christian and 
Jewish traditions, there would seem to be a significant lack of any agreed rule as to what 
books (or parts of books) are actually recognized.  To start with the Hebrew Bible, the Law - 

Genesis through Deuteronomy - and the books known as the Prophets - Joshua, 
Judges, I and II Samuel, I and II Kings, as well as the sixteen books named after 
prophets - were all treated as authoritative by the time of Christ.  Most of the 
remaining books - the Writings - had varying degrees of acceptance at 
that time, though some, especially the Psalms, seem to have been 
regarded as Canonical by then also.  By the end of the second 
Christian century there seems to have been general agreement in main 
stream Judaism that the Books listed in Article VII of Religion* and 
found in nearly all Protestant Bibles, were their canon of Scripture 

(although the order of the books was often different).  The problem is that 
there was also a Greek version of the Old Testament (the Septuagint) that 
differed from the Hebrew by including several books that were ultimately 
rejected by the Palestinian Jews.†  However the LXX was widely used by 
Greek speaking Jews by the time of Christ.  Since the majority of early 
Christians were also Greek speaking, they tended to regard this as their Bible, 
and this is the version usually quoted in the New Testament. 

 In the Orthodox Churches the entire LXX is accepted as 
the canonical Old Testament.  In the Roman Catholic Church Jerome’s 
translation of the Bible into Latin (the Vulgate) drew (for the Old 
Testament) on both Greek and Hebrew sources, and in the process he 
retained as canonical a significant portion of the additional LXX material, 
but placed a few other books in an appendix with the label ‘Apocrypha’ 
from the Greek for hidden or obscure.  Thus, by the end of the fifth century 
the Christian church had come to substantial agreement on the canon of the 
Old Testament. 
 Although discussion started at Nicaea, 

agreement on the New Testament canon came at about the 
same time, but was based on a more direct evaluation of the 
content of the books, rather than on competing Jewish 
traditions.  Some books (notably Revelation) were considered 
doubtful until fairly late in the process, while other writings 
which were included in earlier copies of Christian Scripture 
(such as the Epistle of Clement) were not in the end 
considered part of the canon, but continued to be read as 

sources of Christian 
teaching.  In recent years 
archaeologists have 
discovered ‘lost gospels’ 
attributed to Peter, Thomas, Judas, and others.  These 
are genuinely ancient documents (first to third century) 
in some cases, but they seem to have simply failed to 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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gain a following, so that people stopped copying them.§ 
The Reformation had no effect on the status of the New Testament canon, but it led to a 

new look at the Old Testament.  It will be remembered that the first issue for Luther was the 
widespread abuse linked with Indulgences and Purgatory.  One of 
the justifications cited for this was 2 Maccabees 12:38-46, and 
apparently he decided to neutralize this argument by restricting 
his canon to the Hebrew Bible.  He did not, however, remove 
these books from his German Bible but did place them in a 
separate section with a note indicating that they were valuable to 
read but did not have the same authority as the other books.  
Other Reformers followed suit and we find for example that the 
King James Bible and its English predecessors (including the 
Calvinist Geneva Bible) adopted the same practice.  Today most 
English Bibles are available with or without the Apocrypha, but it 

may be necessary to make a special request for it.        Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence. 
_________________________ 

*Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, The First Book of Samuel, The 
Second Book of Samuel, The First Book of Kings, The Second Book of Kings, The First Book of Chronicles, The 
Second Book of Chronicles, The First Book of Esdras, The Second Book of Esdras, The Book of Esther, The Book 
of Job, The Psalms, The Proverbs, Ecclesiastes or Preacher, Cantica, or Songs of Solomon, Four Prophets the 
greater, Twelve Prophets the less.  

† Known as the Septuagint (abbr. LXX) because of the tradition that it was prepared by seventy scholars.   These 
books (or parts of books) are also listed in Article VII:  The Third Book of Esdras, The Fourth Book of Esdras, The 
Book of Tobias, The Book of Judith, The Song of the Three Children, The Story of Susanna, Of Bel and the 
Dragon, The rest of the Book of Esther, The Book of Wisdom, Jesus the Son of Sirach, Baruch the Prophet, The 
Prayer of Manasses, The First Book of Maccabees, The Second Book of Maccabees.  

‡ This comprises the conclusion of a prose sentence (or major clause) with two metrical feet.  In Latin this very 
often took the form of a dactyl and a trochee (lóng-short-short/lóng-long) but due to the different structure of the 
language other variants (such as ending with an accented syllable) are more common in English.  Stella Brooks, 
The Language of the Book of Common Prayer, Deutsch, 1965, passim 

§ Dan Brown and other sensationalist writers like to suggest that there was a great conspiracy to suppress them.  
There may well be some truth to this, but contrary to a popular TV commercial, ancient copyists had neither Xerox 
machines, nor even primitive printing presses, so would save their efforts for the most interesting material. 

(Continued from page 10) Canonical Scripture 

The authority of Scripture is greater than the comprehension of the whole of man's reason. 

~ Martin Luther  

Join us for a Rip-Roaring Good Ole Time at the SonWest 
Theme Brookfield Vacation Bible School! 

 

All school-aged children (entering grades Kindergarten through 
6th grade) are invited to be part of the excitement as Brookfield’s 
only Ecumenical Vacation Bible School gears up for another year!  
Each year, representatives from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church and the Congregational Church of 
Brookfield work together to present God’s word to local children.  
Welcome St. Paul’s Church too this year! The theme this year is 
Gospel Light’s SonWest. 

 Son West  will have children  “Saddle up” to learn of Jesus’ 
love through Bible stories, arts and crafts, and uplifting music and 
games, we are sure that our adventurers will take away lessons of 
love and memories of laughter that last long after VBS is over. 

 Come experience the adventure at Congregational Church 
from July 8th- July 12th.  Registration forms are available at the 
Parish office, or email lisamsweeting@hotmail.com to have a form emailed to you.  Cost is $20 
per rider with a maximum $45 per family.  Classroom experiences are for those children entering 
grades Kindergarten through 6th grade, and a CIT program (including service hours) for those 
entering grades 7 and 8. 

 Questions?  Contact: Lisa Sweeting lisamsweeting@hotmail.com for more information. 
Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook at Brookfield Ecumenical Vacation Bible School for 

updates and reminders on our program!! 

V BS snack donations are 

requested for the next three 

weeks for camp.  Bring them to St. 

Paul’s, have them labeled VBS and 

they will be taken to to the Congrega-

tional Church.  Pretzels (non stick 

kind), goldfish, and mini marshmal-

lows are best.  Camp is SOLD out for 

volunteers, but there is still room for 

campers  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=238697047
file:///C:/Users/Carla/AppData/Local/lisamsweeting@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Carla/AppData/Local/lisamsweeting@hotmail.com
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† Happy Birthday to You! 

J ohn Altemus celebrates today!  Friday is the big day 

for David Crisalli. Linda Pendergast & Stephen 

Werneburg will be blowing out candles on Sunday.  Ethan 

Mable, Jennifer Kast, Melanie Schofield & Mike Healey 

will be opening presents on Monday.  Have a blessed day 

each one of you! 

Wanted: GUSHERS 

 

According to the official Sword 

Points dictionary, a GUSHER is a 

person who greets, hands out 

bulletins and distributes name 

tags at our services.  If interested 

please see Fr. Joe. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

June 24th 
 

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
 

 

J ohn the Baptist, the prophet, and forerunner of Jesus, was the son of elderly parents, 
Elizabeth and Zechariah, and was related to Jesus on his mother’s side.  His birth is 

celebrated six months before Christmas Day, since, according to Luke, Elizabeth 
became pregnant six months before the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary. 

 John figures prominently in all four Gospels, but the account of his birth is 
given only in the Gospel according to Luke.  His father, Zechariah, a priest of 
the Temple at Jerusalem, was struck speechless because he doubted a vision 
foretelling John’s birth.  When his speech was restored, Zechariah uttered a 
canticle of praise, the Benedictus, which is one of the canticles in the Daily 
Office.  John lived ascetically in the desert.  He was clothed with camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt, and ate locusts and wild honey.  He preached repentance, 

and called upon people to prepare for the coming of the Kingdom and of the 
Messiah, baptizing his followers to signify their repentance and new life. Jesus 

himself was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
 John had many followers, some of whom became Jesus’ disciples.  Because of 

his denunciation of the sins of Herod, especially Herod’s incestuous marriage, John 
incurred the enmity of Herodias, Herod’s wife, and was put in prison.  Through Herodias’ 
plotting with Salome, her daughter, Herod was led to promise a gift to Salome, who 
demanded John’s head.  John was thereupon executed. 

John is remembered during 
Advent as a prophet, and at 
Epiphany as the baptizer of 
Jesus.  The Gospel according to 
John quotes the Baptist as 
saying to his followers that 
Jesus is the Lamb of God, and 
prophesying, “He must 
increase, but I must 
decrease” (John 3:30). 

A lmighty God, by whose providence your servant 
John the Baptist was wonderfully born, and sent to 

prepare the way of your Son our Savior by preaching repent-
ance: Make us so to follow his teaching and holy life, that we 
may truly repent according to his preaching; and, following 
his example, constantly speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, 
and patiently suffer for the truth’s sake; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen  
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Son of the Most High God 

 
 1 Kings 19:1-15a 

I n our first lesson we hear how the fearful and despairing Elijah is sustained by an 
angel and, after traveling forty days and nights, is met by the Lord, not in wind, 

earthquake, or fire, but in a sound of sheer silence.  The prophet Elijah is fleeing from the 
wrath of Jezebel and journeys to Mount Horeb, where the Lord revealed the law to Moses.  
There he finds renewed fortitude and direction for his mission. 

 Psalm 42 
The psalmist laments an inability to come to the house of God and thirsts 

for the presence of  the Lord. 
 Galatians 3:23-29 
In this New Testament lesson we hear that the era of domination by the 

law is passed.  Through faith all find themselves baptized into a unity in 
Christ.  Formerly we were like small children who had to be closely watched.  
Now, through God’s justification, we are given the status of young adults coming into their 
maturity.  Whatever the former barriers of race, class, or gender, we are together heirs of the 
promise to Abraham. 

 Luke 8:26-39 
In our gospel reading Jesus sends many demons out of a man who calls himself Legion 

and who is then restored to his right mind.  The crazed man lived a wild life out among the 
tombs.  When Jesus commands the demonic to come out of Legion, “they” recognize him as 
“Son of the Most High God.”  The demons will end up in a herd of pigs and then be 
destroyed by drowning, but the man will be enabled to return home and to tell of Jesus. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will be available at the back of 

the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

F orgiveness is the central message of this 

sermon.  Looking at Luke's account of the 

sinful woman anointing Jesus, Fr. Shepley explores 

the cultural context, theological meaning and a 

Good News for us all.  Concluding with a three-

step application, this sermon invites the listener to 

be free through forgiveness.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The 

Sunday Sermons. 

1 Kings 19 

Then the word of the 

LORD came to him. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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House of Prayer 
This month will be held on June 22nd between 2:00 P.M. and  4:00 P.M. 

 

 Walk-ins are welcome and you may also request prayer by appointment. 
 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Alice Keller, Tom Balash and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..All Saints’, Oakville; St. Saviour’s, Old Greenwich; St. Ann’s, Old Lyme; Grace 
Church, Old Saybrook. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Northern Cypress. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Curates; seminary interns; parish assistants and associates. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..for Hmong Christians who have been forced from their villages because of their faith. 
…..peace and healing for Marvin Self. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..peace in Syria. 
…..New Milford resident and Brookfield grad Eric Langlois went missing one week ago. 
near Lake Lillinonah. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..Nicole, quick and continued healing. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Philippians 4:6  The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

†  Do Not Be Dismayed 
 

T he Christian’s life is no child’s play.  All who have gone on pilgrimage to the 
celestial city have found a rough road, sloughs of despond and hills of difficulty, 

giants to fight and tempters to shun.  Hence 
there are two perils to which Christians are 
exposed; the one is that under heavy pressure 
they should start away from the path which 
they ought to pursue - the other is lest they 
should grow fearful of failure, and so become 
faint-hearted in their holy course.... 

There is really nothing to be depressed 
about, there is no real danger, you are safe 
while God lives, and while Christ pleads, and 
while the Spirit of God dwells in you; 
therefore be not dismayed, nor even dream of 
fear.  Be not timorous and unbelieving, but 
play the man; “Wait on the Lord: be of good 
courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart.” 

 
From a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon entitled "Brave Waiting," delivered 

August 26, 1877. Image by nosha on Flickr under Creative Commons License.  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/nosha/4011209086/
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

NEED A BABYSITTER? - I am trying to find a way to connect with a St Paul’s or Brookfield family that 

might need help with kids this summer.  I have a teenage daughter who has the Red Cross babysitter’s 

certification and would like to work several days a week.  I'd appreciate any direction.  Gretchen Barbieri, 

gbarbieri@sbdanbury.com 

†  World Refugee Day 
 

W orld Refugee Day is Thursday, June 20, and the Episcopal Church recognizes the 
plight of refugees around the world.  The church proudly supports the work of 

Episcopal Migration Ministries and its network of 31 affiliate partners, who welcome 
refugees in communities across the United States with help from Episcopal parishes. 

Every day, refugees all over the world face losing their homes, their families and their 
sense of security to war and persecution.  They are forced to flee 
their countries just to survive. 

The United Nations estimates more than 15 million people were 
living as refugees in 2012. 

Episcopal Migration Ministries affiliates assist newcomers with 
housing, food, employment placement, English training, orientation 
to new communities and many other forms of assistance. 

In 2012, these affiliates welcomed 4,225 refugees from more than 
30 countries, offering each an opportunity to move from a life in 
crisis to a place of self-determination and hope for the future. 

Today, vulnerable refugees from countries like Iraq, Bhutan and 
the Democratic Republic of Congo are coming to the U.S. with help 
from Episcopal Migration Ministries.  Parish partners are 
desperately needed to help these newcomers find the friendship they 
need to thrive. 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Atlanta, Ga., has befriended five 
refugee families in 
the last five years 

through a congregational ministry in 
partnership with the local Episcopal 
Migration Ministries affiliate.  Church 
member Panke Miller said the experience 
has broadened the church’s worldview, 
while demonstrating the inspiring resiliency 
refugees possess. 

“Our parishioners get to see the side of 
the United States that welcomes people.  We 
have a policy of accepting refugees – it is in 
our DNA,” Miller said.  “It’s a great thing 
for faith communities to be reminded of that 
part of our history, which really fits with our 
scriptural mandate to welcome the stranger.” 

As World Refugee Day approaches, 
remember the concerns of refugees still 
caught in limbo overseas by offering prayers 
and acting to support those new to the U.S. 
Friendship and volunteer support help refugees build on their own resiliency to find success 
in new communities. 

To learn more about the Episcopal Church’s refugee ministry and connect with an 
Episcopal Migration Ministries affiliate, visit http://episcopalchurch.org/emm. 

The Plecas family came to the U.S. from Croatia 

after the Yugoslav civil war. They also live in 

Chattanooga and were aided by EMM. 

The Alabid family fled Iraq and was resettled in 

Chattanooga, Tenn., by EMM’s partners at 

Bridge Refugee Services. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:gbarbieri@sbdanbury.com?subject=Babysitter
http://episcopalchurch.org/emm
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SERMON IN THE STREET 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

THURSDAY, JUNE 27 ~ 4-7 P.M. 

 

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN HELP MINISTER TO THE 
IMPOVERISHED, HOMELESS OR DRUG ADDICTED POPULATIONS OF THE 

DANBURY COMMUNITY, PLEASE CALL 203-748-2266. 

Philippians 2:4 -  

Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Drew Crocker, 
Debbie 

Delaventura, 
Lynne Donnelly, 
Lois Hunt, Bill 
Loring, Diane 

Loring, Heather 
Melody. Beth 
Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Lori O’Hara, 
Linda Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,David 

Szen, Pam Szen, 
Bonnie Wanzer, 

Marie Williams & 
Don Winkley. 

Greetings from some of the regulars at our Wednesday morning service.  This week they 

graciously moved their worship into the Guild Room while our sanctuary was being painted. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

