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So, What’s Next?So, What’s Next?   

 
Dear Friends, 
 

The interior paint job was indeed completed by the time we all gathered for 
worship last Sunday morning!  My thanks goes to Al Chaleski and his team for 
staying on top of the daily 
painting, including taking 
care of our organ pipes, 
sound system and other 
equipment in need of 
protective covering.  
According to Kirsten, our 
splendid choirmaster, all 
sounded fine on the organ, 
and I had many compliments 
on how crisp our church now 
looks.  Thank you all for 
your support as we undertook 
this step in caring for our 
aging facility with some 
basic, loving care. 

 
So what's next for this great church of ours?  I met with our Building 

Committee after our parish meeting of June 9th, and we are putting some finishing 
touches on the project plan thanks to the feedback we received from you all.  I 
believe that our vision for Crocker Hall is a process worth spending the necessary 

time on, with prayer and consideration of how God is 
calling us to be faithful stewards of all that we have.  With 
this in mind, I want to be sure we do this right while 
retaining momentum.  Keeping in mind that sharing the 
Gospel is our chief aim above all else, our renovation must 
be in step with such a focus, and I am confident that this is 
right where we are now, and where we will remain. 
 

As we get closer to finalizing our plan, I will keep you 
abreast of where we are each step of the way, and where 
we are headed in faith.  As Psalm 127:1 reminds us, 
"Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in 
vain."  Please keep 
our parish in your 

prayers as we prepare to leap forward in 
faith. 
 
In Christ, 

 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain." 
(Psalm 127:1) 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Feeling Blue? 

 

I n THREE short weeks our youth mission team 

heads to the Eastern Shore for our week of 

serving.  But, the work in the town of Onancock has 

already begun.  The second group is just finishing up 

their work onsite, and from now until August 2nd 

there will be continuous mission work being done in 

the community.  We want to support our fellow 

workers this summer by lifting them up in prayer 

while they are on site. 

How can you help and get involved with this trip?  

We’d love for you to pick up one of our mission 

bracelets during coffee hour this week and wear it for 

the seven weeks of missions this 

summer.  It will be a gentle reminder 

to pray for the youth that are 

serving, and for the hearts of those 

being served.  We are asking for a $1 

donation for the bracelet, the money 

raised will be brought to Onancock 

during the trip and used to bless the 

community we serve.  We may have the chance to help fill a food 

pantry, stock a school with supplies, or help a library get some new 

books – whatever they need while we’re there! 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jun 27 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, Jun 28 - 7:00 pm - Youth Group Lock-in 

  8:00 pm - Compline Service 

Sat, Jun 29 - St. Peter & St. Paul, Apostles 
 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jun 30 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

Mon, Jul 1 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Jul 2 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, Jul 3 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

Thu, Jul 4 - Independence Day 

Sat, Jul 6 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jul 7 - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

Each day is a brand new opportunity to be Jesus to the world.  ~ R. Falcon 



 5 

   
†  Compline 

 

T omorrow evening, Friday, June 28th, we will be having the first of three Compline 
services this summer.  Compline is essentially an alternate form of Evening Prayer.  

The name Compline is used to denote that it is the final service of the day.  The three 
services this summer will look and feel very much like our typical Sunday Evening Prayer, 
or Vespers service that we have during the year.  There will not be a homily or Eucharist, 
but simply a chance for prayer and worship.  The music selections will be contemporary, 
much like the style played at Vespers.  Each Compline service will end with a chance to 
stay in the sanctuary for prayer or meditation.  We invite you to join us for a portion of your 
evening Friday and hope that in doing so you are able to end your week in the presence of 
God. 
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June 28
th

 : 7pm-7am 

A ll Middle & High School students (current grades 5-12) are invited to 

our overnight lock-in at the church this Friday, June 28th.  

There will be food, games, music, more food, more games, you get the idea… 

Friends are always welcome, please RSVP by ASAP to 

stpaulsown@gmail.com  

St. Paul’s OWN 

June 28th  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7 am 

July 19th  -  Commissioning of  

Missionaries - 8 pm 

July 21st- July 27th  -  Mission Trip! 

August 16th  -  Mission Dinner 

Work is already underway! 

The first group to be at the Eastern Shore this week 

checked in on June 16th, here is an excerpt from the 

Youthworks blog about work that was begun during that week: 

“We have a new Kids Club location in Eastern Shore this summer and we had 85-100 kids 

on the first two days. It’s such a blessing to these kids that we are now getting to reach 

because we are closer to their neighborhoods, and now we are connected to a church that 

has a Spanish Service. Yea God for several high school students realizing their gifts and 

talents in ministry this week, especially for one student who was empowered this week to 

use the Spanish he has studied in high school to be a huge leader to speak with a lot of our 

kids at KC who don’t speak English.” 

Want to stay in touch with us during the trip?  While phone & internet access will be 

limited, we’ll do our best to relay some stories about our week.  Like us on Facebook 

facebook.com/stpaulsown or follow us on Twitter @stpaulsown. 

 

Mission Central - 3 Weeks Out 
Preparing for the Trip 

mailto:stpaulsown@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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 †  Old Fashioned Peach Cobbler 

Directions: 
Pre-heat over to 350º.  In a small bowl, combine flour, baking 
powder, nutmeg and salt, set aside.  In a large mixer bowl, cream 

the butter, add ½ c. of granulated sugar 
and blend well.   Beat in the flour 
mixture.  Oil a 9-inch square cake pan 
and place half the peaches on the bottom.  
Sprinkle half the flour mixture over the 
fruit.  Add the rest of the peaches and 
then the rest of the flour mixture.  In a 
small bowl, combine the remaining ½ 
cup of granulated sugar and the brown 
sugar and sprinkle over all.  Put the almond extract in a 1-cup 
measure and fill with the boiling water.  Pour over the top of 
the cobbler but do not mix.  Sprinkle with additional nutmeg 
and bake for 1 hour.  Serve warm.  Serves 6. 

Ingredients: 
1 c. all-purpose flour 
1 ¼ tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. grated nutmeg 
½ tsp. salt 
2 T. butter, softened 
1 c. granulated sugar 
6-8 peaches, peeled and sliced 
½ c. brown sugar 
1 tsp. almond extract 
1 c. boiling water 
Grated nutmeg 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn The Church’s One Foundation 
Gospel Response In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me 
Offertory Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult 
Closing Hymn O Jesus, I Have Promised 

 

 Jesus Calls Us 
 

M iss Cecil Humphreys was just 21 years old when her first book was 
published.  Entitled "Verses for Holy Seasons," it contained a hymn or 

poem for each Sunday of the year, with special verses on holidays and special 
occasions.  Written as a result of Miss Humphreys reading of "The Christian 
Year" by Rev. John Keble, it has been called "A Christian Year for Children." 

In one of her Sunday School classes, her students were puzzled about the meaning of 
some of the words in the Apostles Creed.  Unable to adequately explain to them in their 
terminology, she resorted to making her teaching in poetic form.  For the first phrase, "I 
believe in God the Father Almighty," she wrote, "All Things Bright and Beautiful."  For 
"Born of the Virgin Mary" she wrote, "Once in Royal David's City."  And to explain the 
meaning of the death of Jesus who was crucified and buried, she wrote, "There is a Green 
Hill far Away."  In 1848, the year she was married, she published her second book, "Hymns 
for Little Children," which included the songs inspired by the Creed. 

One afternoon in 1852, her husband, Rev. William Alexander, found her writing a poem 
as a result of the sermon he had preached the Sunday before. He had preached on the burial 
of Moses, and she had been so inspired by the message that she wrote these words:  By 
Nebo's lonely mountain, On this side Jordan's wave, In a vale in the land of Moab, There 
lies a lonely grave.  But no man built that sepulcher, And no man saw it e're; For the angels 
of God upturned the sod, And laid he dead man there. 

Her husband was so moved by these gripping words, that he asked her to write a poem 
for his sermon coming that Sunday.  He was going to speak on the calling of Andrew by 
Jesus in Mark 1:16-18.  After reading the passage through, Mrs. Alexander wrote these 
words:  Jesus calls us o'er the tumult, Of our life's wild, restless sea;  Day by day His sweet 
voice soundeth, Saying Christian follow me! 

By her death in 1895 Mrs. Alexander had written over four hundred hymns and poems. 
Over a quarter million copies of “Hymns for Little Children" were sold, but nothing ever 
received the attention that her song, "Jesus Calls Us," has received. 

~Ernest K. Emurian, "Living Stories of Famous Hymns" 

A Spiritual 
church is a 

singing church. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jotNbcFelX4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zNvIcaX3N0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0avoT20JkEI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7mP9p4n1yUQ
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†  Israel, God’s Chosen Land  

 

†  The Primacy of Peter   
 

T his Saturday the church commemorates St. Peter and St. Paul.  One of the sites we 
explored on our recent trip to Israel was The Church of the Primacy of Peter.  It is a 

modest Franciscan chapel that incorporates part of a 4th-century church.  It is located at 
Tabgha on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee and 
commemorates Jesus' reinstatement of 
Peter after a breakfast of bread and fish 
on the shore. 
Several churches have been built on the 
site, including the present Franciscan 
chapel which was built in 1933. 
 The Franciscan chapel is small and 
made of grey stone, with a modest tower 
in one corner.  It is pleasantly located 
right on the northwest shoreline of the 
Sea of Galilee. 
 At the base of the chapel's walls on 
the west end, the walls of a late 4th-century church are clearly 
visible on three sides.  Like the early church, the modern 

chapel incorporates a large portion of the stone "table of 
Christ" (Latin: Mensa Christi) at the altar.  This is where 
Jesus is believed to have served his disciples a fish 
breakfast after they landed on shore (John 21:9). 
 On the lake side of the church are the rock-cut steps 
mentioned as the place "where the Lord stood."  It is not 
known when they were carved, but it may have been in the 
2nd or 3rd century when this area was quarried for 
limestone. 
 Below the steps are six heart-shaped double-column 
blocks known as the Twelve Thrones, which can be under 
water when the lake level is high.  Originally designed for 
the angle of a colonnade, they were probably taken from 
disused buildings and placed here to commemorate the 
Twelve Apostles.  The association likely derived from Luke 
22:30: "You will eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, 

and you will sit on thrones to judge the twelve tribes of Israel." 
A little further inland from the Church of the Primacy of Peter is the Church of the 

Loaves and Fishes, which is well worth a visit. 

Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land on March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Click here for more info and details. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gkjdud3BgRs
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/tabgha.htm
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/tabgha-church-of-loaves-and-fishes.htm
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/tabgha-church-of-loaves-and-fishes.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gkjdud3BgRs
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

Alpha Express is Here!  If you missed Alpha before, this is your chance! 
 

T he Alpha Express Course runs each Sunday thru September 8th during the 
Rectors Forum 9:30-10:15am each Sunday.  All are welcome for as many 

sessions as you can make.  Questions? See Tara Shepley tbshepley@gmail.com 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters.  But do not use this freedom as 
an opportunity for the flesh; rather serve one another through love.”  (Galatians 5:13) 

 

W e like to celebrate the fact that we are free to 
“live the good life.”  But Jesus calls us to a 

different kind of freedom.  St. Paul reminds us that Jesus 
sets us free so that we can serve one another, share our 
gifts and promote God’s work here on earth to glorify 
His name and not honor ourselves. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

June 29th 
 

St. Peter & St. Paul, Apostles 

P eter and Paul, the two greatest leaders 
of the early Church, are 

commemorated separately, Peter on January 
18, for his confession of Jesus as the 
Messiah, and Paul on January 25, for his 
conversion, but they are 
commemorated together 
on June 29 in observance 
of the tradition of the 
Church that they both 
died as martyrs in Rome 
during the persecution 
under Nero, in 64. 

Paul, the well-
educated and 
cosmopolitan Jew of the 
Dispersion, and Peter, 
the uneducated 
fisherman from Galilee, 
had differences of opinion in the early years 
of the Church concerning the mission to the 
Gentiles.  More than once, Paul speaks of 
rebuking Peter for his continued insistence 
on Jewish exclusiveness; yet their common 
commitment to Christ and the proclamation 
of the Gospel proved stronger than their 
differences; and both eventually carried that 
mission to Rome, where they were martyred.  
According to tradition, Paul was granted the 
right of a Roman citizen to be beheaded by a 
sword, but Peter suffered the fate of his Lord, 
crucifixion, though with head downward. 

A generation after their martyrdom, 
Clement of Rome, writing to the Church in 
Corinth, probably in 96 A.D., says: “Let us 
come to those who have most recently 
proved champions; let us take up the noble 

examples of our own 
generation.  Because of 
jealousy and envy the 
greatest and most upright 
pillars of the Church 
were persecuted and 
competed unto death.  
Let us bring before our 
eyes the good apostles - 
Peter, who because of 
unrighteous jealousy 
endured not one or two, 
but numerous trials, and 
so bore a martyr’s 

witness and went to the glorious place that he 
deserved.  Because of jealousy and strife 
Paul pointed the way to the reward of 
endurance; seven times he was imprisoned, 
he was exiled, he was stoned, he was a 
preacher in both east and west, and won 
renown for his faith, teaching uprightness to 
the whole world, and reaching the farthest 
limit of the west, and bearing a martyr’s 
witness before the rulers, he passed out of 
the world and was taken up into the holy 
place, having proved a very great example of 
endurance.” 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

What is in the Apocrypha? I 
 

L ast week we looked at the development of the canon of the Old Testament and the 
division of Bibles of the Reformed tradition into Canonical and Apocryphal (or 

Deuterocanonical*) books.  Many of us have encountered a few excerpts from these books 
in lessons or canticles (Canticles 12 [1 in Rite I, 13 [2 in Rite I], and 14 in Morning Prayer 
II [BCP pp. 47-49, 88-91] are all from the Apocrypha), but this might be a good time to take 
a broader look at what is actually contained in this section†. 

The opening book of the Apocrypha is Tobit, a somewhat fantastical short story featuring 
long journeys, recovery of a fortune, healing of blindness, and the binding of a demon who 
kept killing off one character, Sarah’s, husbands on their wedding nights – all accomplished 
through the intervention of the Archangel Raphael.  The value for 
instruction, however, lies in its wisdom elements stressing the value of 
prayer, thanksgiving, and almsgiving, and faithful marriage for which 
the story serves as a vehicle.  Next is Judith, which might best be 
classified as an historical novella in which Judith’s trust in God and her 
virtue enable her to deliver her people from an invader by killing 
Holofernes, the commander of their army.  The book may, in fact, 
reflect an actual historical situation, but the central incident, the death of 

the general has no known historical equivalent, and 
other named characters do not belong to the same 
period.  An expanded version of the canonical book 
of Esther follows.  It differs from the (almost 
certainly) original Hebrew by filling in several details, and giving the 
whole a more specifically religious tone including (unlike the Hebrew) 
direct mentions of God.  The NRSV simplifies matters for the reader by 
printing the entire text of the Greek; many earlier versions printed only 
the additional material leaving it to the reader to place it in the proper 
context. 
 The next two books belong, like Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and many 
Psalms, to the wisdom tradition, providing extended teaching in the 

importance of righteousness and prudent behavior.  The Wisdom of Solomon is actually 
much later than Solomon’s time (and is usually cited simply as Wisdom).  It is noteworthy 
for developing the idea of a personal resurrection to immortality (suggested in Daniel 12:2-
4, but mostly absent from the Old Testament) and for presenting Wisdom as a personified 
spirit (seen by many Christians as a type for the Holy Spirit).  Unlike most other wisdom 
literature it cites Jewish salvation history heavily as the locus of Wisdom’s work.  Then 
comes Ecclesiasticus or Sirach, a collection of proverbs similar to the canonical Proverbs.  
This book also has a historical component but in a more hagiographical‡ style, listing many 
prophets and others as examples of virtue. 

These books, in turn, are followed by Baruch and The Letter of Jeremiah (often printed as 
the final chapter of Baruch) which are presented as writings of Jeremiah’s secretary, 
Baruch, and of the prophet himself.  The first is written as a reflection on God’s continued 
mercy to the Jewish people in exile, and the second as a letter of advice to the exiles – 
especially warning them against idolatry, but both reflect situations of a later age, and were 
most likely composed to provide encouragement during a time of oppression (including the 
imposition of pagan worship) under Greek rule. 

Three short collections of material from the Greek (but not the 
Hebrew) text of Daniel follow.  The Song of the Three Children or The 
Prayer of Azariah is an insertion into chapter 3 of Daniel telling of 
events in the ‘burning fiery furnace’.  It begins with a prayer by 
Azariah (one of the three) and a description of the angel’s coming to 
make a safe place in the fire.  It then continues with a long hymn of 
praise which combines the two canticles Benedictus es and Benedicite 
which appear in Morning Prayer (1 and 2 in Rite I, and 12 and 13 in 
Rite II), though in reverse order.  Susanna and Bel and the Dragon are 

(Continued on page 11) 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239275891
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239276026
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239276238
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239276326
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239275810
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239275810
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239276704
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239281827
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239283637
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239284542
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239284635
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two short stories tacked onto the end of Daniel.  The first tells the story of a beautiful young 
wife who rejects the advances of two elderly lechers.  They conspire to have her convicted 
of adultery but Daniel appears as a wise judge who 
uncovers the plot and the men are convicted instead.  
Shakespeare refers to this in The Merchant of Venice 
when he describes Portia as a Daniel, and also named 
one of his daughters Susanna (and the other, Judith).  
The second tells how Daniel convinced Cyrus (who had 
just added Babylon to his kingdom) that the two idols, 
Bel and a dragon, were indeed nothing more than idols. 

To be continued. 
Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence. 

_________________________ 
* Literally, ‘Of the Second Canon’ the term refers to those apocryphal books which do have a secondary level of 

authority; there are other writings which have never had wide acceptance as authoritative but are sometimes called 
apocryphal.  Here we shall consider the terms synonymous using the more restricted sense. 

† Unless otherwise indicated I am using the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) in the Oxford Annotated 
Edition, New York, 1991, sv. Apocrypha. 

‡ The term refers to writings about saints or holy people. 

(Continued from page 10) The Apocrypha 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

†  Built Upon One Foundation 
 

G od’s temple does not build itself, neither does man build it, but it is the sole work 

of God.  The Spirit of God quarries out of the pit of nature the stones which are as 

yet dead, separating them from the mass to which they adhered; he gives them life, amid 

them he fashions, squares, polishes them, and they, without sound of axe or hammer, are 

brought each one to its appointed place, built up into Christ Jesus.  The old heathen fabled 

of the music of Orpheus that it was so sweet that as he poured forth the mellifluous sounds 

the rocks began to dance around 

him, and as he continued still to 

play they piled themselves up 

into a temple at his bidding.  

This is true of our Lord Jesus, 

the music of whose divine word 

by the Spirit brings us stones 

from different parts of the fields 

in which we lay, and fits us 

together, stone to his stone, till a 

holy temple in the Lord arises to 

his praise.  May the Holy Ghost 

work among us in this manner, 

and may we all become indwelt 

by the ever-blessed Spirit. 

As you and I, who have long 

been brought into the church, 

think of how we became built 

upon the foundation, let us praise the hand which laid us in our place; and as we cling 

closer and closer to the great corner stone to whom we are always coming, let us bless him 

that the same love which in the beginning cemented us to the corner stone still holds us in 

our place so firmly that none shall separate us. 

From a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon entitled "The True Priesthood, Temple 

And Sacrifice," delivered September 30, 1877.  Image by Jeff Pang on Flickr under 

Creative Commons License.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jeffpang/4991381941/in/photolist-8B58Xk-8kL8p9-7zhzYj-e6qt5r-8cLy6a-7KX4za-ekn2bw-dycgFi-bb9jT4-9R7v8C-91Pqsm-8GxwsF-8rQan7-cmvoEN-buoHia-9gyL9d-8fNyJP/
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† Happy Birthday to You! 

B ridgit O’Hara & Betty Gardner celebrate Sunday!  Monday 

is the big day for M.J. Conte.  Sandra Chengeri will be 

expecting your card on Tuesday.  Amy Beck will be opening 

presents on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

Wanted: GUSHERS 

According to the official 

Sword Points dictionary, a 

GUSHER is a person who Greets 

& Ushers, handing out bulletins, 

distributing name tags and 

taking collection at our services.  

If interested please see Fr. Joe. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

June 27th 
 

Cornelius Hill 
Priest & Chief among the Oneida, 1907 

 

Born in 1834, Cornelius Hill was the first great Oneida chief 
to be born in Wisconsin, after the United States government had 
forced the Oneida peoples west from New York State. 

As a young man, Hill spent several years at Nashotah House, 
where the Episcopal priests educated him and formed him in the 
faith, worship, and tradition of the Church.  Hill was greatly 
respected among his people for his intelligence, courage, and 
ability to lead, and by his teenage years, he had already been 
made an Oneida chief, named Onan-gwat-go, or “Big 
Medicine.” 

Hill’s great mentor was the Reverend Edward A. 
Goodnough, a missionary and teacher who had worked among 
the Oneidas from 1853-1890.  Hill defended Goodnough when 
the latter resisted land allotment among the chief families as the 
solution to their poverty and conflicts.  Like Goodnough, Hill 
was a staunch opponent of allotment, and he opposed Chief 
Daniel Bread, his elder chief who saw allotment as an inevitable 
reality.  Upon Bread’s death Hill took on a great role in the tribal 
politics of his people.  In 1874 he drafted a petition to the 
legislature of the State of New York calling on them to respect Oneida claims under state 
treaties, particularly fishing rights which had been revoked and which led to economic 
hardship for Oneidas remaining in the area. 

When land allotment became a legal reality under the Dawes General Act of 1893, Hill 
turned to the Church, and in 1895 he was ordained an Episcopal deacon.  In 1903 he became 
the first Oneida to be ordained a priest.  At the ordination, he repeated his vows in the 
Oneida language. 

Hill saw Christian faith as a way to help his people grapple with the profound and rapid 
changes which faced them, and the authority of his ordination enhanced his ability to be a 
bridge between Oneida and white culture.  He is to this day revered by his people, and many 
shrines to him exist in the state of Wisconsin. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Discipleship and Ministry 
 
 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

F rom the Hebrew Bible we hear the story of the taking up of the prophet Elijah into 
heaven and the passing on of his power to Elisha.  The narrative illustrates the great 

favor Elijah found in the eyes of the Lord as he is carried away in a chariot of fire.  Elisha is 
in despair, but God does not leave the people without prophetic vision.  As Elijah had done 
before him, and like a new Joshua, Elisha proves that God is with him by 
causing the Jordan River to part. 
 Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

The psalm asks that God endow the king with compassionate justice and 
righteousness and that his reign may extend over all nations and throughout 
all generations.  To him shall kings from distant lands bring gifts. 
 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

In this lesson Paul describes the character of Christian freedom.  It 
enables one to fulfill the spirit of the entire law by loving one’s neighbor as 
oneself.  But always there is the danger of lapsing back into the old ways, 
described here as the ways of the flesh.  This means enslavement to physical and spiritual 
sins which result from an unwillingness to be servants to one another in love.  Those who 
belong to Christ live by the Spirit of love, joy, and self-control. 
 Luke 9:51-62 

In our gospel we hear how Jesus on his way to Jerusalem encounters opposition and 
misunderstanding, and then speaks with several would-be disciples.  The Samaritans reject 
Jesus because they were opposed to worship in Jerusalem.  James and John wish to punish 
them, but this is not Jesus’ way.  Potential followers are bid to count the cost, and Jesus 
points out that true discipleship means leaving other things behind.  This can cause the 
painful rupture of past ties and relationships. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

T his sermon emphasizes the ministry of healing given to us 

as the church.  Looking at the account of the man healed of 

demons by Jesus, this sermon considers how we can enter the 

ministry of the Spirit with healing power.  A two-fold direction 

for the hearer concludes the message.  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

Psalm 77:12 

I will meditate on all 

your acts and ponder 

your mighty deeds. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp8_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp8_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp8_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp8_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html


14  

 

†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

NEED A BABYSITTER? - I am trying to find a way to connect with a St Paul’s or Brookfield family 

that might need help with kids this summer.  I have a teenage daughter who has the Red Cross 

babysitter’s certification and would like to work several days a week.  I'd appreciate any direction.  

Gretchen Barbieri, gbarbieri@sbdanbury.com 

†  Called to Live in Light 
by Mari-Anna Stålnacke @flowingfaith 

 

W hat does following Jesus really mean?  Sure, it means we’re saved by grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ and for that we give thanks to God!  But how is God 

calling you to follow? 
Because God loves and calls each and everyone of us uniquely, taking into 

consideration our personality and life experiences.  We are not just a bunch of people to 
God.  We are individuals with needs, desires, and dreams.  We are God’s children with 
whom he wants to communicate on a daily basis.  God even wants to live within us.  Not as 
a result of a mandate from him but an eager invitation from us. 

I’ve laid down my life to Jesus and asked what he wants me to do with my life.  I’ve 
come to understand that my calling is to blossom and bear fruit by talking of God so that 
everyone might know the love of God, receive the grace of Christ, and live in the presence 
of the Holy Spirit.  How this calling will be lived out each day/month/year of my life 
differs, that’s why I need to be in this ongoing conversation with God.  I’ve been sent to 
teach overseas and I’ve been called to take care of our children right at home.  Now I am 
urged to write more and God knows where I will be sent in the future. 

God has more to offer us than we can ever imagine.  There will be plenty of light to live 
in as Jesus promised: “I am the world’s Light.  No one who follows me stumbles around in 
the darkness.  I provide plenty of light to live in.” (John 8:12, MSG)  God will provide us 

whatever it is we need.  God will send us out 
uniquely equipped to serve him in unique ways in 
unique places. 
 Even when we have found our calling we need 
once in awhile to have reality checks.  Am I 
faithful in my following?  Am I somehow 
sabotaging my work?  Do I entertain doubts?  Do I 
surrender my feelings of inadequacy to Jesus?  Do 
I first and foremost love Jesus or my work?  
Whom am I serving?  Like someone has said 
“Ultimately you are doing  what you do for one of 
two reasons: to serve oneself or to serve God”. 
 On the road someone asked [Jesus] if he could 
go along. “I’ll go with you, wherever,” he said. 
Jesus was curt: “Are you ready to rough it?  
We’re not staying in the best inns, you know.” 
Jesus said to another, “Follow me.”  He said, 
“Certainly, but first excuse me for a couple of 

days, please.  I have to make arrangements for my father’s funeral.”  Jesus refused. “First 
things first.  Your business is life, not death.  And life is urgent: Announce God’s kingdom!”  
Then another said, “I’m ready to follow you, Master, but first excuse me while I get things 
straightened out at home.”  Jesus said, “No procrastination.  No backward looks.  You 
can’t put God’s kingdom off till tomorrow.  Seize the day.” (Luke, 9:55-62, MSG) 

When Jesus asks you to follow him…Do you offer him excuses or are you ready to 
serve?  Do you procrastinate or do you ask him to help you?  Following Jesus is putting our 
faith into practice day by day by day.  And see, there is no more stumbling in darkness.  
Jesus provides plenty of light to live in!  Let’s not put God’s kingdom off till tomorrow!  
Let’s seize the day! 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:gbarbieri@sbdanbury.com?subject=Babysitter
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
 

…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Alice Keller, Tom Balash and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..Church of the Good Shepherd, Orange; St. Peter’s, Oxford; 
Christ Church, Oxford; St. John’s, Pine Meadow. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of South Korea. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Summer chapels in Norfolk and Fenwick; outdoor worship 
services. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..that Christianity will flourish in Lebanon, the only Arab state that is not officially 
Muslim. 
…..peace and healing for Marvin Self. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..peace in Syrian Civil War; Pakistan; Afghanistan; and China. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..the victims of flooding in Canada and North India. 
…..Nicole, quick and continued healing. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..thanksgiving for parishioners who cook meals for a family while Mom recovered from 
surgery. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Philippians 4:6  The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

Sacristans for July are Sue Balla, Linda Pendergast and Jean Stauffer. 
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Congratulations to our many Graduates 

Here are some pictures of our 

grads we found online.  If we 

missed you, send us your photo. 
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SERMON IN THE STREET 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

THURSDAY, JUNE 27 ~ 4-7 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN HELP MINISTER TO THE 

IMPOVERISHED, HOMELESS OR DRUG ADDICTED POPULATIONS OF THE 

DANBURY COMMUNITY, PLEASE CALL 203-748-2266. 

Forgiveness to letting go of a bell rope.  If you have ever seen a country church with a 

bell in the steeple, you will remember that to get the bell ringing you have to tug awhile.  

Once it has begun to ring, you merely maintain the momentum.  As long as you keep pull-

ing, the bell keeps ringing.  Forgiveness is letting go of the rope.  It is just that simple.  But 

when you do so, the bell keeps ringing.  Momentum is still at work.  However, if you keep 

your hands off the rope, the bell will begin to slow and eventually stop.  ~ Corrie Ten Boom 
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

July Lay Schedule 2013 

 

Lectors, Intercessors, and Lay readers, please remember to 

check in before the service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

July 21, 2012 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Vinnie & Barbara Cappiello 

Acolytes:  Lauren Melody 

Lector: Amos 8:1-12  Mary Perry 

Intercessor:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Dave & Connie Williams 

Acolytes:  

Lector:   Amos 8:1-12  Connie Williams 

Intercessor:  Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

 

July 7, 2012 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolytes:  Sarah Shepley 

Lector:  2 Kings 5:1-14  Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Susan Howell 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Vito Barbieri 

Acolytes:  Joe Shepley 

Lector: 2 Kings 5:1-14  Phil Hannah 

Intercessor:  Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

July 14, 2012 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Mike Kirner 

Acolytes:  O’Hara Girls 

Lector:  Amos 7:7-17  Phyllis Baskett 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Lois Hunt 

Lay Reader:  Pam Szen 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Preston and Jack Powell  

Acolytes:  Audrey Powell 

Lector:  Amos 7:7-17  Rose Barrett 

Intercessor:  Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

July  28, 2011 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolytes:  Mike Kirner 

Lector:  Hosea 1:2-10  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Phyllis Baskett 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Vito Barbieri 

Acolytes:  Jim Castronova 

Lector:  Hosea 1:2-10  Betty Gardner 

Intercessor:  Fr. Joe 

Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp11_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp11_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp12_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp12_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
7:00 PM Stephen  
               Ministry  

2 
 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible                
                Study 

3 
 
10:00 AM Holy  
                  Eucharist   
                  and Healing 

4 
 
 
 
 
Parish Office Closed 
 
 

5 6 
 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

7 7 Pentecost 
 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Summer Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 

8 9 
 
 
7:00 PM Grief Group 

10 
 
10:00 AM Holy  
                  Eucharist   
                  and Healing 
 
6:30 PM Staff Meeting 
 
7:30 PM Vestry Meeting 

11 
 
1:00 PM Dorothy Day  
               Ministry 
 
7:30 PM Property  
               Committee 
 

12 13 
 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

14 8 Pentecost 
 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Summer Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 

15 
 
7:00 PM Stephen  
               Ministry  

16 
 
 

17 
 
10:00 AM Holy  
                  Eucharist   
                  and Healing 
 
7:00 PM Capital 
               Campaign 
               Committee 

18 
 
7:00 PM Healing Team  
 
 

 

19 
 
8:00 PM Compline  
                Service 

20 
 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 AM St. Paul’s Quilters 
 

 

21    9 Pentecost 
 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Summer Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 

22 23 
 
 
7:00 PM Grief Group 

24 
 
10:00 AM Holy  
                  Eucharist   
                  and Healing 

25 
 
 

26 27 
 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 
 
2:00 PM House of Prayer 

28 10 Pentecost 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Summer Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 

29 30 
 
 

31 
 
10:00 AM Holy  
                  Eucharist   
                  and Healing 

   

July 2013 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Drew Crocker, 
Debbie 

Delaventura, 
Lynne Donnelly, 
Lois Hunt, Bill 
Loring, Diane 

Loring, Heather 
Melody. Beth 
Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Lori O’Hara, 
Linda Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,David 

Szen, Pam Szen, 
Bonnie Wanzer, 

Marie Williams & 
Don Winkley. 

It’s a bird, it’s a plane, ….. It’s a church? 
 

     Fr. Bill sends us this link of the ugliest 

churches in he world!  Note: None of 

these were designed by the group work-

ing on our parish hall. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
http://www.realclearreligion.org/lists/the_ugliest_churches_in_the_world/
http://www.realclearreligion.org/lists/the_ugliest_churches_in_the_world/

