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Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Christian Caring, It’s What We Do 
 
 

“By this the world will know that you are my disciples, 
 if you have love for one another.”  

(John 13:35)  
 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 

H ow do we show love for one another at St. Paul's?  One 

specific way is through our ministry called, Christian 

Caring.  This ministry seeks to meet the needs of parishioners who 

are recovering from illness, without a ride or in need of food.  

Headed by Gail Winkley, Christian Caring receives referrals from 

me as I determine the needs of an individual within our parish 

family, and I continue to be impressed by the response time and 

follow-through of Gail and her team. 

Recently a mother in our parish who was laid up by a surgery reached out.  Christian 

Caring provided meals for the family for a week.  The mother was so grateful as Gail 

explained “that’s what Christian friends do, right?” 

 Later in the week the mother relayed to us this gem from 

her daughter, “When do we get to make a meal for someone?  

‘Cause all these people are making us nice dinners, we 

should make one for someone too.”  The mother explained to 

her daughter, “that’s called ‘Pass it On,’ and I think you are 

absolutely right!”  As soon as she can get around, mother 

and daughters are looking forward to joining the Christian 

Caring team. 

 Christian Caring also delivers the altar flowers to shut-

ins and those in the hospital following our Sunday worship. 

If you know of a need within the parish, please do not hesitate to contact Gail directly 

at gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  I am proud of our caring spirit at St. Paul's, and may God 

show us how to love one another in word and deed more and more.  Remember, the 

world is watching.  May God's love surround us. 

As a follow up the family’s grandmother commented to her daughter, “You have 

joined a great family.  I am impressed with St. Paul’s Saints.” 

Faithfully in Christ, 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

July 4th 
 

Independence Day 
 

P roper Psalms, Lessons, and Prayers were first appointed for this national observance 
in the Proposed Prayer Book of 1786.  They were deleted, however, by the General 

Convention of 1789, primarily as a result of the intervention of Bishop William White.  
Though himself a supporter of the American Revolution, he felt that the required 
observance was inappropriate, since the majority of the Church’s clergy had, in fact, been 
loyal to the British crown. 

Writing about the Convention which had called for the observance of the day throughout 
“this Church, on the fourth of July, for ever,” White said, “The members of the convention 
seem to have thought themselves so established in their station of ecclesiastical legislators, 
that they might expect of the many clergy who had been averse to the American revolution 
the adoption of this service; although, by the use of it, they must make an implied 
acknowledgment of their error, in an address to Almighty God ... The greater stress is laid 
on this matter because of the notorious fact, that the majority of the clergy could not have 
used the service, without subjecting themselves to ridicule and censure.  For the author’s 
part, having no 
hindrance of this sort, 
he contented himself 
with having opposed the 
measure, and kept the 
day from respect to the 
requisition of the 
convention; but could 
never hear of its being 
kept, in above two or 
three places beside 
Philadelphia.” 

It was not until the 
revision of 1928 that 
provision was again 
made for the liturgical 
observance of the day. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Wed, Jul 3 - 10:00 am  - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

Thu, Jul 4 - Independence Day 
Sat, Jul 6 - 7:30 am  - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jul 7 - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
   8:00 am  - Traditional Eucharist 
   9:30 am  - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am  - Summer Sunday School 
   10:30 am  - Contemporary Eucharist 
Tue, Jul 9 - 7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 
Wed, Jul 10 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 
Thu, Jul 11 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 
Sat, Jul 13 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jul 14 - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 
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†  Summer Sunday School Rocks 
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OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessingitnessingitnessing   

thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

  

St. Paul’s OWN 

July 19th  -  Commissioning of  

Missionaries - 8 pm 

July 21st- July 27th  -  Mission Trip! 

August 16th  -  Mission Dinner 

I n just TWO weeks, St. Paul’s OWN heads 

south to the town of Onancock, VA where 

we’ll be serving alongside 50+ other youth from around the country.  We’ve had a 

long ten months leading up to this trip, and in the next two weeks we’re looking to 

make one final push to help the communities on the Eastern Shore just a little bit 

more.  In speaking with the site director this week, we learned that there is a real 

need for basic school supplies in the community.  There are many young students in 

the schools there that go without some of the simple school supplies that we take for 

granted up here. 

So, how can you help – you’ll 

see a bucket of blue rubber 

bracelets at the church for the 

next two weeks.  Step 1 – take 

one or two, or fifteen, and 

commit to wearing them for the 

next few weeks.  You can hang 

one from your mirror in the car, 

put one on your closet door, 

anywhere you’ll see it through 

the end of the month.  When 

you see it, pray.  Pray for the 

12 students and three leaders 

from St. Paul’s, pray for the groups already on site this summer, and pray for 

the people in Onancock, that they would see the love of Christ in each of the students 

that spends a week in their town this summer.  Step 2 – if you’re able, throw a dollar 

in the bucket.  That’s all, just $1.  All of the money raised from the bracelets is going 

directly towards the purchase of school supplies down in VA.  

Mission Central - 2 Weeks Out 
 

Pens & Pencils & Notebooks, 
 Oh My! 

Want to stay in touch with us during the 

trip?  While phone & internet access will 

be limited, we’ll do our best to relay 

some stories about our week.  Like us on 

Facebook facebook.com/stpaulsown or 

follow us on Twitter @stpaulsown 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

Alpha Express is Here!  If you missed Alpha before, this is your chance! 
 

T he Alpha Express Course runs each Sunday thru September 8th during the 
Rectors Forum 9:30-10:15am each Sunday.  All are welcome for as many 

sessions as you can make.  Questions? See Tara Shepley tbshepley@gmail.com 

†  Blessings Through Humbling Ourselves 
by Mari-Anna Stålnacke @flowingfaith 

 

D o you remember the story of Naaman?  He was general of the army under the king 
Aram.  His master valued him because it was by him that God has given victory to 

Aram.  But he had leprosy in its early stages.  His wife’s maid was a captive from Israel.  
She could have been silent but she chose to represent 
God and tell them about prophet Elisha in Israel. 

Naaman listened to the servant girl’s advice and 
went off with silver and gold and a letter of 
introduction from king Aram to the king of Israel.  
From the king’s palace he was sent to Elisha’s 
humble place.  Elisha didn’t even greet him in person 
but sent his servant to meet him.  One humbling thing 
after another.  Naaman was not happy.  He did not 
like the message Elisha sent him either: 

“Go to the River Jordan and immerse yourself 
seven times.  Your skin will be healed and you’ll be 
as good as new.”  Naaman lost his temper.  He 
turned on his heel saying, “I thought he’d personally 
come out and meet me, call on the name of God, 
wave his hand over the diseased spot, and get rid of 
the disease.  The Damascus rivers, Abana and 
Pharpar, are cleaner by far than any of the rivers in 
Israel.  Why not bathe in them?  I’d at least get 
clean.”  He stomped off, mad as a hornet. (2 Kings 
5:10-12, MSG) 

Now Naaman had lost his temper.  Naaman had 
had his expectations how his healing should happen.  
And when it did not happen his way, he was ready to 
leave.  He would not stay and be ridiculed.  He was 
humiliated enough already. 

But his servants caught up with him and said, “Father, if the prophet had asked you to 
do something hard and heroic, wouldn’t you have done it?  So why not this simple ‘wash 
and be clean’?”  So he did it.  He went down and immersed himself in the Jordan seven 
times, following the orders of the Holy Man.  His skin was healed; it was like the skin of a 
little baby.  He was as good as new. (2 Kings 5:13-14, MSG) 

But thanks to his servants, he surrenders his ego and humbly immerses himself in the 
murky Jordan seven times.  And his skin was healed right then and there. 

This got me thinking.  How many times… 
… do I refuse grace because it does not come in the neat and easy package I want? 
… do I refuse help because it comes in a form that I don’t like? 
… do I feel disconnected from God because I refuse to humble myself to pray hard? 
… do I run from surrendering to God when God’s way is not rational? 
… do I walk away from grace by being prideful and arrogant? 
Lord, have mercy! 

Why do we keep acting like that?  Don’t we know better?  Because… 
We receive grace through humbling ourselves before God. 
We receive life upon life in Jesus when we die to ourselves. 
We are blessed beyond measure when we surrender to God. 
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†  Israel, Land of Promise  

 

†  Churches, Churches Everywhere, Even In...   
 

T hroughout Israel, churches, chapels and monasteries have been built over biblical 
sites that serve as memorials to events in the life and ministry of Jesus and other 
important biblical events. 
 On our first day, we saw St. Peter’s Church which is located above the ancient 
port of Jaffa on the traditional site of Simon the Tanner’s home, where Peter raised 
Tabitha, one of Jesus’ disciples, from the dead. 
The eastern peak of Mt. Carmel is the home of the Carmelite monastery El-
Muhraka, which means “scorching” or “burning.  It was on this summit that the 
dramatic battle between Elijah and the prophets of Baal took place.  On the western 
edge of the mountain is another monastery, Stella Maris, built over the grotto where 
Elijah sometimes resided. 
 During our visit to Nazareth, we had the 
opportunity to stop at the Church of the 
Annunciation which tradition holds to be the 
home of Mary and where the archangel Gabriel 
told her she would become the mother of the Son 

of God.  The cupola stands over the cave where Mary 
lived.  Other dwellings underneath the church have been 
excavated and can be viewed. 

 A major Christian holy site, the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem marks the place of Jesus’ birth.  One of 
the oldest surviving Christian churches.  In 326 AD Constantine and Helena 
commissioned a church be built over the cave in which Jesus was born.  
Sections of the original mosaic floor survive from that church and can be 
viewed by visitors. 
 Driving through Cana, we pass the Wedding Church, the site of Jesus’ 
first miracle. 
 In Capernaum, the Church of the House of Peter hovers over the ruins of 
Peter’s home which is mentioned numerous times in the gospels.  One of 
Jesus’ first healings, of Peter’s mother-in-law, took place here.  Jesus 
preached in the synagogue steps away from Peter’s home. 
 Located on a small hill overlooking the Sea of Galilee is the Church of 
the Beatitudes.  Pilgrims have commemorated the Sermon on the Mount 

near here since the 4th century.  From atop the hill one can see virtually all the places in 
which Jesus lived and worked. 

The Church of Peter’s Primacy along the shores of the Sea of Galilee was built over the 
rock where Jesus made breakfast for His disciples after their miraculous catch of fish.  It is a 
quaint church in a peaceful setting.  Nearby is the Church of the Multiplication of the 
Loaves and Fishes. 

Bethany beyond Jordan has undergone extensive archeological work since 1996, 

(Continued on page 7) 

Top - St. Peter’s; 

right - 

Annunciation; 

above - Nativity. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPv6DwoPLt0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPv6DwoPLt0
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following the peace treaty between Israel and Jordan.  Findings include three 
Byzantine chapels commemorating Jesus’ baptism by John.  Also found were 
caves and baptismal pools all on the Jordanian side of the river.  Saint John the 
Baptist Church overlooks the Jordan River and commemorates this Holy site.  
Most of the historical findings in recent years are a short walk away from the 
church.  Other biblical events here are Elijah’s ascension to heaven in a 
whirlwind in a chariot of fire and the crossing of the Jordan by Joshua, Elijah 
and Elisha. 

The floating Church of the Lost Souls is located on the shores of the Dead 
Sea!  (Just kidding!)  Although there used to be a Byzantine Monastery nearby 
where Lot and his daughters took refuge when God destroyed Sodom and 

Gomorrah. 
 The Mount of Olives, which overlooks the City of Jerusalem, 
hosts several churches.  At the foot of the Mount and next to the 
Garden of Gethsemane is the Church of All Nations also known as 
the Basilica of the Agony.  The church enshrines a section of rock 
believed to be where Jesus prayed on the night of his arrest.  The 
Roman Catholic Dominus Flevit marks where “The Lord Wept” 
after being over come by the beauty of the Second Temple and 
predicted its future destruction.  The Russian Orthodox built the 

spectacular Church of Mary Magdalene.  Also on the Mount of Olives is the Chapel 
of the Ascension. 

Moving to Jerusalem St. Peter-in-Gallicantu Church is built in the slopes of Mt. Zion.  
This was the palace of the high priest Caiaphas and where Jesus was brought to jail after his 
arrest.  The name Gallicantu means cock crow after Peter’s triple denial of Christ. 

The Church of St. Anne is located near the beginning of the Via Dolorosa and is the 
traditional birthplace of Mary’s mother.  The church was designed for Gregorian chants with 
perfect acoustics and pilgrims come throughout the day to sing here. 

The Flagellation Church and Condemnation Chapel mark the site where Roman soldiers 
flogged Jesus after his conviction and arrest.  At the end of the street is St. Stephen’s gate 

through which there is access to the Mount of Olives. 
 Outside the city walls during the time of Jesus, the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre is identified as the place of both the crucifixion at 
Golgotha and the tomb of Jesus.  The area was once a stone quarry; 
later a temple of Venus which Constantine demolished to build a 
church.  During the demolition, a tomb was discovered and thought to 
be that of Jesus. Many of the stations of the Via 
Dolorosa are commemorated in this church. 
 On the highest point of Mt. Zion sits the Abbey of 
the Dormition which is located just outside the old city 
walls and near the site of the Last Supper.  This is 
where Mary “fell asleep.” 
 Jerusalem and the Temple Mount is dominated by 
the Dome of The Rock built on the site of the Second 
Temple and where Abraham prepared to sacrifice his 
son Isaac. 

 And in the American Colony section of Jerusalem we can’t 
forget the Episcopal St. George’s Cathedral which has a 
commemoration of St. Paul’s, Brookfield. 
 While the location of some of the sites might be questioned, 
one thing is for sure, in Israel you are a great deal closer to 
where these events happened than if you are 5,700 miles away 
in Brookfield. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land on March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Click here for more info and details. 

Churches Everywhere 

Clockwise - top, 

Jordan River site; 

Holy Sepulchre; 

Dome of Rock; 

seat cushion; 

Dormition; 

Dominus Flevit. 

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

What is in the Apocrypha? II 
 

L ast week we provided a brief survey of the first ten* books of the Apocrypha, and 
today we continue that survey. 

We begin with 1 and 2 Maccabees, and it will be helpful 
at this point to have some grasp of the historical background.  
Alexander the Great (356–323 BC) created an empire which 
included the entire Eastern Mediterranean, the old Persian 
empire, and extended as far as Northern India.  In the 
process he established a Hellenic culture with Greek as the 
lingua franca of the region.  After his death, control of the 
empire was seized by his generals and eventually divided 
into four kingdoms.  The largest of these, called by the 

ruler’s family name, Seleucid, 
stretched at its peak from Anatolia 
in Turkey to Northern India and 
took in the territory of Israel.  
About 170 BC, after various 
revolts and invasions had 
shrunk his Eastern territories, the 
king, Antiochus Epiphanes, 

launched a Hellenizing program 
against the Jews who had previously maintained their cultural and 

religious heritage.  The Books of the Maccabees tell of the successful 
Jewish revolt against this. 

Unlike e.g. 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Maccabees are not one continued story, but two 
separate and complementary accounts.  The first was 
apparently written in Hebrew though only the Greek version 
and later translations survive, and is generally regarded as a 
sound historical record of the seven year revolt, and the final 
victory (after the death of Antiochus) which resulted in an 
independent Jewish state.  The second was evidently written 
in Greek, and while it covers much of the same ground, the 
approach is much more consciously theological.  Like Daniel 
and Wisdom† It teaches an individual resurrection, and you 
may recall that the linking of this belief with prayers for the 
dead (12:41-43) was a major factor that led Luther to reject 
the whole Apocrypha from his canon.  The books take their 
name from Judas Maccabaeus and his brothers who were the 
leaders of the revolt, and subsequently established the Hasmonean dynasty which ruled from 
140 BC to 37 BC when Herod took power.‡ 

We conclude for now with a look at 1 and 2 Esdras.§  These books are presented as a 
continuation and expansion of Ezra and Nehemiah, but were 
written much later and quite independently of them, and 
indeed of each other.  The First begins with a summary of 
Jewish history from Josiah to the Babylonian exile, and then 
picks up with the return to Jerusalem under Cyrus.  It closely 
parallels the canonical Ezra plus parts of Nehemiah, and may 
even have been a variant version that circulated 
independently.  The Second is usually dated in the first and 
second centuries AD, and appears to comprise a central 
narrative in the form of parables and apocalyptic visions 
recounted by Ezra, who is guided by the archangel Uriel.  
Later two separate and apparently Christian writers added an 
introductory section, and a conclusion.  Interestingly, the 
Greek (and, for the main section, probably Hebrew/Aramaic) 

(Continued on page 9) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucid_Empire
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239735296
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239735371
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239737056
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=239738153
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more 
highly than we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for 

others, that the cause of Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

 

texts have all been lost and it survives only in several later translations into other languages. 
To be continued. 

Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence. 

_________________________ 
* Nine in many older bibles; we are using the format of the New 
Revised Standard Version (NRSV) in the Oxford Annotated Edition, 
New York, 1991, sv. Apocrypha.   
† See last week’s article. 
‡ From 140 to 100 as an autonomous area within the Seleucid 
empire; then as an independent state and finally from 63 BC as a 
client state to Rome. 
§ Esdras is the Greek form Ezra.  Ezra and Nehemiah are sometimes 
known as 1 and 2 Esdras making the Apocryphal books 3 and 4 
Esdras but we use the English convention here.  The NRSV separates 
them, but here we consider them together. 

(Continued from page 8) The Apocrypha 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

†  Usefulness or Relationship? 

by Oswald Chambers 
 

Do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your 
names are written in heaven   - Luke 10:20  

 

J esus Christ is saying here, “Don’t rejoice in your successful service for Me, but 
rejoice because of your right relationship with Me.”  The trap you may fall into in 

Christian work is to rejoice in successful service - rejoicing in the fact that God has used 
you.  Yet you will never be able to measure fully what God will do through you if you do 
not have a right-standing relationship with Jesus Christ.  If you keep your relationship right 
with Him, then regardless of your circumstances or whoever you encounter each day, He 
will continue to pour “rivers of living water” through you (John 7:38).  And it is actually by 
His mercy that He does not let you 
know it.  Once you have the right 
relationship with God through 
salvation and sanctification, 
remember that whatever your 
circumstances may be, you have 
been placed in them by God.  And 
God uses the reaction of your life 
to your circumstances to fulfill 
His purpose, as long as you 
continue to “walk in the light as 
He is in the light” (1 John 1:7). 

Our tendency today is to put 
the emphasis on service.  Beware 
of the people who make their 
request for help on the basis of someone’s usefulness.  If you make usefulness the test, then 
Jesus Christ was the greatest failure who ever lived.  For the saint, direction and guidance 
come from God Himself, not some measure of that saint’s usefulness.  It is the work that 
God does through us that counts, not what we do for Him.  All that our Lord gives His 
attention to in a person’s life is that person’s relationship with God - something of great 
value to His Father.  Jesus is “bringing many sons to glory . . .” (Hebrews 2:10). 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=31&search=Luke+10%3A20
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7:38
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1:7
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+2:10
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn My Country, ‘Tis of Thee 
Gospel Response Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word 
Offertory Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 
Closing Hymn O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 

 

Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 
 

W e are familiar with stories of Christians being persecuted by Roman 
emperors and representatives of particular religions.  We are less 

aware of Christians being persecuted by other Christians.  That, sadly, has too 
often been true.  A recent example is the conflict between Protestants and Catholics in 
Northern Ireland, but we could cite many other examples as well - too many. 

The differences leading to Christians persecuting Christians 
are often more political than religious.  That was certainly true 
for the Wesleys - John and Charles.  They led a religious revival 
that shook up the religious establishment - something likely to 
attract hostility.  Perhaps that was the reason that people 
accused them of trying to overthrow the king - of supporting a 
Pretender to the throne.  Whatever the reason, the hostility was 
thick.  On one occasion, a mob drug John down the street by his 
hair.  They threw rocks to break up evangelistic meetings. 

It was during this time of persecution that Charles Wesley 
wrote the hymn, "Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim."  
Wesley included this hymn in a pamphlet entitled "Hymns for Times of Trouble and 
Persecution."  In its original form, the hymn included verses not found in our hymnals today 
- verses having to do with faithfulness in the midst of persecution. 

Wesley's hymn also called for worship of the true king - the king of the universe - our 
master - our God.  It is these verses that we find in our hymnal today.  The amazing thing 
about these verses is their triumphant note: 
 

"Then let us adore and give Him his right, 
All glory and power, all wisdom and might, 
All honor and blessing, with angels above, 

And Thanks never ceasing, and infinite love." 
 

Copyright 2006, Richard Niell Donovan 

Throughout church 
history great periods 
of spiritual fervor 
and revival have always been accompanied by 

renewed interest in 
congregational singing. 

 †  Mt. Major Blueberry Pie 

Directions: 
Bring to a boil 1 cup of blueberries, sugar and water.  Mix the cornstarch and flour 
with enough water to eliminate lumps.  Add this mixture to the blueberry/sugar 

mixture in the pan.  Cook 
for 5 minutes.  Remove 
from heat and add in the 
remaining 4 cups of 
blueberries and a squeeze 
of lemon juice.  Pour into 
the baked pie shells.  
Serve with whipped cream 
or vanilla ice cream.  
 

(Editor’s note:  I always 
add more than 4 cups of 
blueberries.)  

Ingredients: 
2 baked pie shells 
1 c. blueberries 
1 c. sugar 
¾ c. water 
1 T. cornstarch 
2 T. flour 
A little water 
4 c. blueberries 
Squeeze of lemon juice 
Whipped cream or 

vanilla ice cream 

http://vimeo.com/53632030
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/s/s323.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlrAF6jAunA
http://vimeo.com/53632034
http://www.lectionary.org/Hymns/Donovan_BIO.htm
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  †  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Commissioned and Sent 

 
2 Kings 5:1-14 

O ur Hebrew scripture reading is the 
story of the cure of Naaman from 

his leprosy.  Naaman, commander of the 
army of Syria, learns there is a prophet in Israel who 
might bring about his healing.  The King of Israel regards the request 
for help as a trick in a plot to cause a quarrel.  Naaman himself at first 
refuses to trust in what the prophet Elisha tells him to do, but then he is made clean and 
knows there is no god on earth except in Israel. 

Psalm 30 
A hymn of praise and thanksgiving by one whom the Lord has saved from death. 

Galatians 6:1-16 
In our New Testament lesson Paul concludes his letter to the Galatians with 

practical advice for life in the community of the church.  The principle of 
“bearing one another’s burdens” applies to those found in transgression, to 
shared work, to the support of teachers, and to all other aspects of life in the 
body of Christ.  The apostle warns again of the dangers of those who would 
pervert the gospel liberty by the imposition of the law, speaking specifically of 
those who would require circumcision for Gentile believers.  It is the cross of the 
Lord Jesus Christ alone which is sufficient and the only source of confidence. 
 Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

In the gospel story Jesus appoints seventy missionaries to go before him and gives them 
their instructions.  The number recalls the leaders who were once chosen to assist Moses in 
his work and signifies all the nations of the world.  The narrative is meant to prefigure the 
evangelization of every land.  The ministry of proclamation and of healing is a matter of 
urgency and brings judgment on all who fail to receive its messengers.  The disciples are 
representatives of Jesus in a battle with the powers of evil. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

M ercy is the theme of this week's sermon.  With a look at 

Jesus' dealings with the Samaritan region as he heads 

toward the cross in Jerusalem, this message demonstrates the 

mercy God shows us in Christ, and how we can extend that same 

mercy to another.  To replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

Luke 10:16 

“Whoever rejects me 

rejects the one who 

sent me."  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#PSALM1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Where We Went to Church Last Sunday 
 

T en days ago we were near 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania 

for a wedding.  We stayed over for 
Sunday and attended the 
Washington Memorial Chapel 
which is both an active 
Episcopal parish and a tribute 
to General George 
Washington.  The cornerstone 
was laid in 1903 and 
completed in 1917.  The 

church is 
built in an 
impressive 
Gothic 
Revival style, and the prayer desks in the chancel feature praying 
soldiers reminiscent of the famous paintings of George Washington 
praying at Valley Forge.  Even though it is an Episcopal church, 
they cater to all denominations because of its location in the middle 
of the national park.     - Pam & Dave Szen 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

A my Beck celebrates tomorrow with fireworks!  Polly Sorrentino is 

a year older and wiser on Friday.  Sunday is the big day for Brian 

Werneburg, Christopher Perry, Emily Perry & Jennifer Perry.  

John Keenan, Kyle Crocker & Reyna Sampson will be blowing out 

candles on Monday.  Ashley Beck, Jeffrey Sullinger, Katrina 

Willeford, Olivia Burr & Peter Mullen will be opening presents on 

Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals...”  Luke 10:4 
 

T he story of Jesus sending out the disciples reminds us 
that, as Christ’s disciples, we should not be overly 

concerned about material goods, possessions and money.  We 
are called to willingly share our gifts and expect nothing in 
return. 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Alice Keller, Tom Balash and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..St. Paul’s, Plainfield; Church of Our Saviour, Plainville; Christ Church, Pomfret; 
Trinity, Portland. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Lesotho. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Military chaplains, for the men and women who serve our country. 
…..Ralph D., thanksgiving for his successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..the many Muslims in Libya that dislike Shariah law, that they will turn to Christ. 
…..peace and healing for Marvin Self. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..peace in Syrian Civil War; Pakistan; Afghanistan; Egypt; and China. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..the fire in Yarnell, Arizona and the firefighters who lost their lives. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..the members of St. Nicholas Byzantine Church in Danbury that was destroyed by fire 
last Saturday. 
…..Fr. Francois Murad, the Roman Catholic priest murdered in Syria while defending his 
church. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Philippians 4:6  The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

History belongs to the intercessors - those who believe and pray the future into being. 

 ~ Walter Wink  

Last Saturday more than three dozen parishioners gathered in the parish hall for a day 

long seminar titled “Become a Prayer Servant to Others.”  All who attended left being better 

equipped to pray with others, whether the need is for spiritual, physical or basic emotional 

healing.  Workbooks from the seminar are still available if you missed it. 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Stephanie 
Bernardo, 

Drew Crocker, 
Lynne 

Donnelly, Bill 
Loring, Diane 
Loring, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 
O’Connors, 

Linda Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 

Marie 
Williams & 

Don Winkley. 

Everyone Likes Independence Day 
 

…..Marie Beck likes to host the coffee 

hour nearest to July 4th, breaking out 

the red, white & blue and flag 

decorations. 

…..Denise McCormack’s 

family visiting from 

England got into the spirit 

of things, especially her 

grandkids. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

