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Sword PointsSword Points  
†  Going Long for Christ 

 
Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 

W e are in the business of growing 

God's Kingdom.  As Chairman ex-

officio of the Vestry according to the canons of 

the Church, the Rector is the CEO and 

President of our spiritual and material 

company, St. Paul's, with the Vestry serving as 

the Board of Directors and the parish 

representing the spiritual shareholders. 

In business, when a CEO purchases shares 

of stock in their own company, the market 

takes notice.  It is a clear signal to the wider investment community that the leader is literally 

owning the vision.  Investors then pile into a particular stock such as this when analyst 

coverage increases and researchers recommend it as a "buy."  We are all increasingly buying 

into God's vision for St. Paul's, and the word on the street is that spiritual revenues are 

exceeding expectations.  We have powerful traction right now, with the Board fully behind 

the CEO and the parish stepping up their investment. 

"Longs," meaning those 

investing in a long-range return, 

as opposed to "shorts" (those 

looking to sell for a quick gain 

with little loyalty to the brand) 

look to reap a reward down the 

road by remaining steady, not 

panicking and riding out the 

market's fluctuations.  With 

spiritual battles constantly 

engaging us, life's challenges 

always present and the future 

ever uncertain, we nevertheless 

keep our eyes on Jesus as we go long.  This is our strategy, and one of strengths. 

228 years long and still holding, reaping dividends along the way, we are a parish with a 

clear vision.  We will not spiritually cash out our position, but rather keep building toward 

"the life of the world to come," to quote our Creed.  For some day, we can say that together, 

with Jesus, we built that.  To God be the glory. 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Oct 17 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, Oct 18 - St. Luke, the Evangelist 

Sat, Oct 19 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - Burial Service for Alice Keller 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Guild Room 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Oct 20 - Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9-10:30 am - Mission Committee Benefit Breakfast 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   11:45 am - Mission Committee Benefit Breakfast 

   3:30 pm - Middle School Youth Group 

   4:30 pm - High School Youth Group 

   5:00 pm - Vespers 

Mon, Oct 21 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Oct 22 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   6:30 pm - Danbury Deanery Meeting, St. Mark’s, Bridgewater 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group 

   7:30 pm - New Members / Confirmation Class, Guild Room 

Wed, Oct 23 - St. James of Jerusalem, Brother of Jesus, Martyr 

 -  10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

Thu, Oct 24 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri / Sat, Oct 25-26  - Diocesan Convention, Stamford 

Sat, Oct 26  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Oct 27 - Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4-6 pm - Youth Group Trunk or Treat! 

†  Alice Keller, 1922—2013 
 

 Well done, good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a little; I 

will set you over much.  Enter into the joy of your master.        (Matthew 25:23)  

 This Saturday morning at 10 am we will offer the Burial Rite at St. Paul’s for 

Alice, a long time parishioner who died on September 2nd.  Interment will 

following immediately after in our Memorial Garden. 

“Money is a great treasure that only increases as you give it away.” 
 

- Lord Francis Bacon (1561-1626), English philosopher and scientist. 
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OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessingitnessingitnessing   

thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

Our annual Trunk or 
Treat is coming up in a 
few weeks.  We're 
looking for candy 
donations, and for lots 
of decorated trunks to 
make this year a 
success.  We will also 
have a bake sale to 
raise funds for the 
mission trip and will 
need baked goods to 
sell. 

  

 

 

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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Press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
(Philippians 3:14) 

 

“Growing God’s Kingdom” Campaign Update and Timeline 
 
As of this week: 
13.3% of our overall parish membership has committed to "Growing God's Kingdom" by 

turning in pledge envelopes.  That means we have 86% still to participate by turning in their 
pledge by December 31st at the latest. The excitement is building, and we need you to help 
complete this campaign. 

September 6 Campaign Begins-Brochures & Pledge Cards Mailed 
September 6 Quiet Phase Begins 
September 9 Commitments Received from Campaign Committee 
September 11 Presentation Made to Vestry for Vestry Participation 
October 6 Father Shepley commits $100,000 to Growing God's Kingdom 
October 15 Participation Level reaches 12% 
November 4 Phonathon begins to help attain 100% parish participation 
December 31 Campaign Ends 
January 27 Celebration during Annual Meeting 
Spring 2014 (Date TBD) Groundbreaking Ceremony 
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Click for more info. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

October 23rd 
 

St. James of Jerusalem, 

Brother of our Lord Jesus Christ, and Martyr, c. 62 
 

I n the Gospel according to Matthew and in the Epistle to the Galatians, the James 

whom we commemorate today is called the Lord’s brother.  Other writers, following 

Mark’s tradition, believe him to have been a cousin of Jesus.  Certain apocryphal writings 

speak of him as a son of Joseph’s first wife.  Whatever 

his relationship to Jesus  - brother, half-brother, or 

cousin - James was converted after the resurrection.  

Eventually, he became Bishop of Jerusalem. 

 In the first letter to the Corinthians (15:7), Paul 

says that James was favored with a special appearance 

of the Lord before the ascension.  Later, James dealt 

cordially with Paul at Jerusalem, when the latter came 

there to meet Peter and the other apostles.  During the 

Council of Jerusalem, when there was disagreement 

about whether Gentile converts should be circumcised, 

James summed up the momentous decision with these 

words: “My judgment is that we should impose no 

irksome restrictions on those Gentiles who are turning 

to God” (Acts 15:19). 

 Eusebius, quoting from an earlier church history by 

Hegesippus, declares that James was surnamed “the Just.”  He was holy, abstemious, did not 

cut his hair nor oil his body, and was continually on his knees in prayer, interceding for his 

people. “As many as came to believe did so through James,” says Hegesippus. 

James’ success in converting many to Christ greatly 

perturbed some factions in Jerusalem.  According to 

Hegesippus, they begged him to “restrain the people, for they 

have gone astray to Jesus, thinking him to be the Messiah ... 

we bear you witness that you are just ... Persuade the people 

that they do not go astray ... we put our trust in you.”  They 

then set James on the pinnacle of the temple, bidding him to 

preach to the multitude and turn them from Jesus.  James, 

however, testified for the Lord.  Thereupon, they hurled him 

from the roof to the pavement, and cudgeled him to death. 

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

October 18th 
 

St. Luke, the Evangelist 
 

L uke was a Gentile, a physician, and one of Paul’s fellow 
missionaries in the early spread of Christianity through the 

Roman world.  He has been identified as the writer of both the 
Gospel which bears his name, and its sequel, the Acts of the 
Apostles.  He had apparently not known Jesus, but was clearly much 
inspired by hearing about him from those who had known him. 

Luke wrote in Greek, so that Gentiles might learn about the 
Lord, whose life and deeds so impressed him.  In the first chapter of 
his Gospel, he makes clear that he is offering authentic knowledge 
about Jesus’ birth, ministry, death, and resurrection.  The Gospel is 
not a full biography - none of the Gospels are - but a history of 
salvation. 

Only Luke provides the very familiar stories of the annunciation 
to Mary, of her visit to Elizabeth, of the child in the manger, the 
angelic host appearing to shepherds, and the meeting with the aged 
Simeon.  Luke includes in his work six miracles and eighteen parables not recorded in the 
other Gospels.  In Acts he tells about the coming of the Holy Spirit, the struggles of the 
apostles and their triumphs over persecution, of their preaching of the Good News, and the 

conversion and baptism of other disciples, who would extend 
the Church in future years. 
 Luke was with Paul apparently until the latter’s 
martyrdom in Rome.  What happened to Luke after Paul’s 
death is unknown.  Early tradition has it that he wrote his 
Gospel in Greece, and that he died at the age of eighty-four in 
Boeotia.  Gregory of Nazianzus says that Luke was martyred, 
but this testimony is doubted by most scholars.  In the fourth 
century, the Emperor Constantius ordered the supposed relics 
of Luke to be removed from Boeotia to Constantinople, where 
they could be venerated by pilgrims. 

†  Praying Always 
 

Y ou need not be afraid that there is anything in 

any lawful calling that need make you desist 

from vital prayer; but, oh! if your calling is such that 

you cannot pray in it;, you had better leave it.  If it be a 

sinful calling, an unholy calling, of course, you cannot 

present that to God, but any of the ordinary avocations 

of life are such that if you cannot sanctify them, it is a 

want of sanctity in yourself, and the fault lies with you. 

Men ought always to pray.  It means that when they 

are using the lapstone, or the chisel, when the hands 

are on the plough handles, or on the spade, when they 

are measuring out the goods, when they are dealing in 

stocks, whatever they are doing, they are to turn all these things into a part of the sacred 

pursuit of God’s glory.  Their common garments are to be vestments, their meals are to be 

sacraments, their ordinary actions are to be sacrifices, and they themselves a royal 

priesthood, a peculiar people zealous for good works. 
 

From a sermon entitled "The Importunate Widow," delivered February 21, 1869. 

Image by Jasen Miller under Creative Commons License. 

http://www.thedailyspurgeon.com/2012/08/lord-increase-my-faith.html
http://www.thedailyspurgeon.com/2012/08/lord-increase-my-faith.html
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†  The Old City Gates   
 

The Old City walls of Jerusalem were re-built in the early 16th century by the Turkish 
Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent and had eight gates.  All but one (the Gate of Mercy) still 
serve Jerusalemites and visitors streaming to its markets, and sacred and historic sites. 

On our visit last year, our hotel was more accessible to the Old City of Jerusalem and 
some adventurous members of the group took off on foot after our day of touring was over. 

Here is a quick overview of the gates, counter-clockwise from south to west: 
The Zion Gate: Bearing Jerusalem’s earliest biblical name in Hebrew and English, this 

gate’s Arabic name is the Gate of the Prophet David, as the Tomb of King David, on 
adjacent Mount Zion, is only a few steps away.  Zion Gate leads directly to the Armenian 
and Jewish quarters. 

The Dung Gate: This gate’s unusual name derives from the refuse dumped here in 
antiquity, where the prevailing winds would carry odors away.  Nehemiah 2:13 mentions a 
Dung Gate that was probably near this one.  This gate leads directly to the Western Wall 
and the Southern Wall Archaeological Park.  We entered through this gate on Mitzvah day 
and saw many young people process in with their families in celebration! 

Gate of Mercy: This gate, in the eastern Temple-Mount wall (shown in old drawing 
above), may be the best-known of them all.  Also called the Golden Gate or the Eastern 
Gate, it has been blocked for centuries, and is said to be awaiting a miraculous opening 
when the Messiah comes and the dead are resurrected.  We get a good view of this gate 
from the Mount of Olives. 

Lion’s Gate: This portal is named after a pair of ferocious-looking animal carvings that 
flank it.  They are actually tigers, the heraldic symbol of the 13th-century Sultan Beybars.  It 
is also called St. Stephen’s Gate, after the first Christian martyr, who tradition says was 

stoned nearby.  Lion’s Gate, which leads to the Pools of 
Bethesda, the Via Dolorosa, and the markets, became famous 
during the Six Day War. 
 Herod’s Gate: Despite its name, the notorious Judean king 
had nothing to do with this gate.  In Arabic and Hebrew this 
north-facing gate, which leads to the Old City markets, is 
called the Flowers Gate.  Some say the name derives from a 
rosette carved over it.  However, in Arabic a similar word 
means “awakened,” and may refer to a nearby cemetery and 
the hope of resurrection. 
 Damascus Gate: This most imposing of Jerusalem’s 

(Continued on page 9) 

New video 

each week 

Plans are already underway for another Holy Land 

pilgrimage on March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Fr. Joe will be joining 

us.  Click here for more info and details. 

†  Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, 

and I will praise the LORD:     

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hF6NM1H5wcE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hF6NM1H5wcE
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hF6NM1H5wcE
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 
Gates of Jerusalem 

gateways also faces north and is named for the 
grand city from which Jerusalem’s rulers once 
came.  It is always a busy thoroughfare, thanks 
to the bustling markets within.  Below the 16th
-century gate, archaeologists have uncovered 
part of the entryway built by Emperor Hadrian 
in the second century CE.  The Damascus Gate 
was closest to our hotel and we were able to 
get a close up view on our first night in 
Jerusalem as we walked on to the Jaffa Gate. 
The New Gate: This is the only Old City 
entryway not part of the original design of the 
16th-

century walls.  It was breached in the waning days 
of the Ottoman Empire to allow Christian pilgrims 
quicker access to their holy places within the 
ramparts. 

The Jaffa Gate: This was the destination of 
Jewish and Christian pilgrims disembarking at the 
Jaffa port, hence its name.  It led (and still leads) 
directly to the Jewish and Christian quarters, as 
well as to the most popular parts of the market, and 
to the Tower of David Museum, once Jerusalem’s 
citadel and now a showcase of its history.  On our 
first day in Israel, we visited Jaffa.  In Jaffa, there is 
a Jerusalem Gate that leads to Jerusalem.  On our 
first night in Jerusalem, we walked through the 
Jaffa Gate for an adventure on our own – to a 
coffeehouse. 

(Continued from page 8) 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
Push the Start Button for your special Happy Birthday video. 

 

A nn Allen, Gretchen Barbieri, Bob Duckett & Lauren Murphy 

celebrate today!  Friday is the big day for Gary Stein & Canon Bill 

Schrull.  Sandra Brink will be expecting your card on Saturday.  

Carol Ferro, Julia Yurcisin, Stephen Donnelly & Tina Schappach 

will be opening presents on Sunday. Jessica Cordova will be blowing 

out candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

†  Transforming StewardshipTransforming Stewardship 
 

“…be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient...” 2 Timothy 4:2 
 

I t is not always convenient to be a good steward, especially when all the 

temptations of our busy and materialistic world get in the way.  Yet, we 

must be persistent even when it is inconvenient.  This persistence marks the true 

follower of Christ. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1nXp8ALRhQ
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Diocesan Convention Notes I 
 

T oday I replace my scholar’s hat (actually an academic hood) with one more 
appropriate to diocesan governance (a dunce cap perhaps?) to take a look at the 

resolutions coming before our Convention next week (October 25-26).  I write specifically 
as a member of BDEC* and of some relevant committees.  This year seven resolutions have 
been proposed for action† and I shall take this opportunity to provide a little background on 
each of them. 

The first sets minimums for clergy compensation at a level of 1.5% above the 
2013 level; based Cost of Living increases.  It does include more specific 
provisions for part-time compensation and for vacation time than we have 
had before; but these essentially reflect and codify current practice.  It does 
add a category of Missional Priest (MP) who takes Sunday services and 
also spends 8-20 hours per week in a congregation to provide pastoral 
care and leadership towards re-imagining and re-engaging its vocation, 
again formalizing a developing practice.  I commend this motion. 

Second comes the annual budget of the diocese.  Fr. Shepley 
actually served on the committee that prepared this budget, and may 
wish to say more, but I will simply say that I consider it realistic for 
our situation. 

The third, “On Church Structure and Collaboration of our Diocese’s 
Parishes,” was submitted by the rector of Trinity, New Haven, and calls 
for the creation of a task force to “develop … a process of parish 
collaboration that may further strengthen our church communities; … and … a 
strategy on the location of parishes.”  The explanation notes that grass roots collaboration 
already exists and that churches are in fact closing; the intent is to encourage the former, and 
offset the latter by moving work to more fruitful locations.  I certainly endorse the intent but 
must confess to some aversion to ‘task forces’ based on my own experience with too many 
of them.  It should be interesting to hear the debate on this one. 

The next three resolutions deal with three aspects of our governance.  One calls for the 
adoption of amended and restated Canons for the diocese.  Another calls for the adoption on 

first reading of an amended and restated Constitution (this will 
require ratification at the 2014 Convention before it can take 
effect).  The third calls for the adoption of an amended and restated 
Constitution for the Missionary Society.  The Canons and 
Constitution as proposed are extensively restated to provide a more 
logical structure and to remove obsolete and unnecessarily 
restrictive requirements.  In the case of the Canons several 
resolutions adopted over the past several years have been 
incorporated, sometimes with modifications, and others nullified so 

that our governing documents will all be in one place.‡  The Missionary Society is so vital 
to the life of the Diocese that I could not even find it in the extensive index to the Diocesan 
web site!  It is, however, the corporate body that holds all Diocesan property and our capital 
funds.  Currently it is operated through the membership of BDEC, but the proposed changes 
to its Constitution are intended to encourage development of a clearer and separate mission 
for it, and may lead to further revisions in the future.  The process of preparing all these 
documents has included some hearings around the Diocese and some last minute changes as 
a result so the final texts have only just been posted.§  I plan to offer specific comments on 
substantive changes next week. 

 The final resolution calls for a Working Group to 
“Develop Baptismal Covenant Language that Reflects 
our Unity with all Creation.”  It is proposed that this 
would expand the Covenant in our present Prayer 
Book (pages 304-305) “to recognize humanity’s 
responsibility for all of God’s creation and 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Fall FEAST 
~A PROGRESSIVE DINNER~ 

 

Saturday, November 2 ~ 5:45 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Cost:  $10.00 per person ~ Babysitting available 

 

Please sign up at the back of the church or in the Parish Hall 
If you are interested in hosting a portion of the meal, 

Kindly contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com 
 

The Progressive Dinner will consist of three courses: 
Hors d’ouevres – House #1 – 5:45 - 6:45 p.m. 

Dinner – House #2 – 7:00 – 8:15 p.m. 
Dessert – St. Paul’s 8:30 – 9:30 p.m. 

 
The Hors D’ouevres hosts will provide you with details of 

where you will go for Dinner.  We all finish at the 
church where our babysitters and children will join 

us for dessert. 

 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to our new Deacon Carolyn, to fellow 
parishioners and to newcomers by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

humankind’s unity with the entire created order.”   The explanation includes this statement: 
“Based on the pressing social justice issues of the mid-20th Century, the heart of the 
Covenantal language reflected contemporary concerns of human care and relationship.  
Given this historical context, the Covenant does not reflect a 21st Century understanding 
about the interdependence humankind has with all of creation.”  While Baptism is, of 
course, always administered in the context of the present moment, it is not a 20th century or 
a 21st century rite – it is an every century rite and I really wonder whether it is appropriate 
to clutter it up every few years with new concerns. 

Although only a few of us actually participate in the Convention, all of us are affected in 
our Church life by its actions.  I hope you will give some thought to the proposals listed here 
and offer any comments to the parish clergy or our lay delegates, Cathy Schrull and David 
Szen. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

__________________________________ 

* Bishop and Diocesan Executive Council – the oversight body of the diocese between conventions. 

† A listing and a link to the actual texts can be found at https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/
Resolutions_and_Nominees.asp. 

‡ Although not spelled out, it is expected that any future resolutions which will affect governance will also be 
considered as amendments to the Canons rather than free-standing. 

§ They can be found at: https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/Constitution_and_Canons.asp. 

(Continued from page 10) Convention 

mailto:–prszen@gmail.com
https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/Resolutions_and_Nominees.asp
https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/Resolutions_and_Nominees.asp
https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/Constitution_and_Canons.asp
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Praise to the Living God! 
Gospel Response Help Us, O Lord, to Learn 
Offertory Thanks to God Whose Word Was Spoken 
Closing Hymn Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 

 

Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 
 

W e are familiar with stories of Christians being persecuted by Roman emperors and 

representatives of particular religions.  We are less aware of Christians being 

persecuted by other Christians.  That, sadly, has too often been true.  A 

recent example is the conflict between Protestants and Catholics in 

Northern Ireland, but we could cite many other examples as well - too 

many. 

The differences leading to Christians persecuting Christians are often 

more political than religious.  That was certainly true for the Wesleys - 

John and Charles.  They led a religious revival that shook up the religious 

establishment - something likely to attract hostility.  Perhaps that was the 

reason that people accused them of trying to overthrow the king - of 

supporting a Pretender to the throne.  Whatever the reason, 

the hostility was thick.  On one occasion, a mob drug John 

down the street by his hair.  They threw rocks to break up 

evangelistic meetings. 

It was during this time of persecution that Charles 

Wesley wrote the hymn, "Ye Servants of God, Your Master 

Proclaim."  Wesley included this hymn in a pamphlet entitled 

"Hymns for Times of Trouble and Persecution."  In its 

original form, the hymn included verses not found in our 

hymnals today - verses having to do with faithfulness in the 

midst of persecution. 

Wesley's hymn also called for worship of the true king - 

the king of the universe - our master - our God.  It is these 

verses that we find in our hymnal today.  The amazing thing 

about these verses is their triumphant note: 
 

"Then let us adore and give Him his right, 

All glory and power, all wisdom and might, 

All honor and blessing, with angels above, 

And Thanks never ceasing, and infinite love." 
 

- Copyright 2006, Richard Niell Donovan 

Want to listen in to what we’ll 

be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

You can listen on Spotify by clicking 

here: St. Paul's 10:30 10/20/13 

Included in the Set this week is: 

Oh Our Lord – Paul Baloche 

Hungry (Falling 

on my Knees) – 

Kathryn Scott 

Offering – Paul 

Baloche 

Love Came Down 

– Brian Johnson  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5Gmo1JzbCU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_Ydn9g7HYE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWwC42Pm8PE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlrAF6jAunA
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T he Rector's Forum has begun a new course!  Running now 

through May of 2014, Fr. Joe and Tara Shepley will lead a 

verse by verse study on the Gospel of Matthew.  Please join us in 

the Guild Room starting at 9:30 am each week for this exploration 

of God's Word. 

The 
Rector’s 
Forum 

†  Mission Breakfast on Sunday October 20th 

F ollowing both services on October 20th the Mission Committee will be hosting a 

breakfast for the Diocese of Western Tanganika.  A free will offering will be taken 

to raise funds to pay for the motor for Bishop Sadock Makaya's evangelism boat. 
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Directions: 
Place 1 pie crust into a 9-inch pie plate, set 

aside. Heat margarine/butter until melted. Blend 
in flour, onion, salt and pepper stirring 
constantly.  Cook until smooth.  Stir in broth and 
milk, bring to a boil.  As mixture begins to 
thicken, add vegetables and chicken.  Pour 
mixture into prepared pie crust and add top crust.  

Cut several slits in 
the top crust.  
Bake at 400º for 
10 minutes, then 
lower temperature 
to 350º.  Cook 
until mixture 
bubbles through.  Let cool for about 10-15 minutes 
before serving so pie will thicken. 

 

Note: Pillsbury crusts recommended.  You can 
also add ½ cup of chopped ham. 
 

From “What’s Cooking at Saint Paul’s.” 

Ingredients: 
1/3 c. butter or margarine 
1/3 c. flour 
1/3 c. onion, chopped 
½ tsp. salt 
¼ tsp. pepper 
1 ¾ c. chicken broth 
2/3 c. milk 
2 c. cooked chicken, chopped 
1 10 oz. pkg. frozen peas and 

carrots 
2 prepared pie crusts 

†  Chicken Pot Pie 

Do You Like to Sing? 

P lease consider joining the St. Paul’s Choir for our annual 
Festival of Lessons and Carols this year.  It will be held on 

Sunday, December 15 at 5 pm.  Rehearsals will be the 
following Mondays: 11/25, 12/2, and 12/9 from 7 to 9 pm in 
the sanctuary.  In addition, we welcome you to join us for the 
first half hour of our regular Thursday night rehearsals (7:30-
8:00) - all Thursdays between now and 12/12 (except for 
10/31 and 11/28). 

The Brookfield Community Christmas Concert will be held on 
Sunday, December 8 at 2 pm at St. Joseph’s Church.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity for members of all the Brookfield area 
churches to get together to sing.  There will be a rehearsal on Saturday 

morning, 12/7, at St. Joseph’s.  In addition, our Saint Paul’s group will meet individually 
once or twice to go over music prior to that event.  Please let me know if you are interested 
so that I can order music and plan rehearsals that will fit everyone’s schedule.   

Do Your Kids Like to Sing? 

A s part of the Brookfield Community Christmas Concert (information above), there 
is a special children’s choir that will also be put together.  This year, the children 

will be participating in two pieces.  Since many of the area churches, including St. Paul’s, 
does not have an active children’s choir, the 
Congregational Church of Brookfield has warmly invited 
any children from 3rd grade and up to join them at their 
weekly rehearsals on Tuesdays at the Congregational 
Church.  These rehearsals will begin on November 12, 
and they will work on the Christmas music from 5:00-
5:30.  Please let me know if you’re interested so I can 
send the information over to their director. 



16  

 

†  Where We Went to Church Last 

Sunday 

H ere is Fr. Joe with his sons, Joe and David, 

over parents weekend at the Phillips Church 

at Phillips Exeter Academy in Exeter, NH.  
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†  St. Paul’s Women’s Evening Ministry 
 

Please join us beginning on Tuesday, November 5th, 
2013, 7:00-8:45 pm. 

We will meet every other Tuesday through March 
18th with the exception of December 31, 2013. 

We will be studying "Esther: It’s Tough Being a 
Women" by Beth Moore.  In this DVD series, Beth 
Moore peels back the layers of history to show how very 
contemporary and applicable the Old Testament story of 
Esther is to a woman's life today.  If you've ever felt 
inadequate, threatened, or pushed into situations that 
seemed overpowering, this is the Bible study for you. 

Please sign up by October 20th so we order enough 
books. 

We will meet in the Guild Room and begin the DVD 
at 7:15 pm each week. 

A time of discussion and prayer will follow the study. 
We look forward to getting to know you and seeing 

what God has in store for us. 
Please contact Dori McManus at 

dorimcmanus@snet.net or (203) 788-1977 with any 
questions. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

October 17th 
 

Ignatius 
Bishop of Antioch, and Martyr, c. 115 

 

I gnatius of Antioch, martyred in 115, had a profound sense of two 
ends - his own, and the consummation of history in Jesus Christ.  In 

ecstasy, he saw his impending martyrdom as the fitting conclusion to a long 
episcopate.  He was accounted the second Bishop of Antioch in Syria. 

Seven authentic letters which Ignatius wrote to Churches while he 
journeyed across Asia Minor in the custody of ten soldiers (“my leopards,” he 
called them), give valuable insights into the life of the early Church.  Of certain 
Gnostic teachings that exalted the divinity of Jesus at the expense of his 
humanity, Ignatius wrote: “Be deaf ... to any talk that ignores Jesus Christ, of 
David’s lineage, of Mary; who was really born, ate, and drank; was really persecuted 
under Pontius Pilate; was really crucified and died in the sight of heaven and earth and the 
underworld.  He was really raised from the dead.” 

In another, he condemned a form of biblicism espoused by some as the method of 
historical interpretation and the only rule of Church practice.  He wrote: “When I heard 
some people saying, ‘If I don’t find it in the ancient documents, I don’t believe it in the 
Gospel,’ I answered them, ‘But it is written there.’  They retorted, ‘That has got to be 
proved.’  But to my mind it is Jesus Christ who is the ancient documents.” 

Ignatius maintained that the Church’s unity would always spring from that liturgy by 
which all are initiated into Christ through Baptism.  He exhorted: “Try to gather more 
frequently to celebrate God’s Eucharist and to praise him ...  At these meetings you should 
heed the bishop and presbytery attentively and break one loaf, which is the medicine of 
immortality ... ” 

Ignatius regarded the Church as God’s holy order in the world.  He was, therefore, 
concerned for the proper ordering of the Church’s teaching and worship.  He wrote: “Flee 
from schism as the source of mischief.  You should all follow the bishop as Jesus Christ did 
the Father.  Follow, too, the presbytery as you would the apostles; and respect the deacons 
as you would God’s law ...  Where the bishop is present, there let the congregation gather, 
just as where Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.” 

mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net
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†  The Son of Man Returns 
 

At that time the sign of the Son of Man 
will appear in the sky, and all the nations of 
the earth will mourn. They will see the Son 
of coming on the clouds of the sky, with 
power and great glory.  Matthew 24:30 

 

J esus ends the Olivet Discourse with the 
disciples proclaiming that the Son of 

Man will appear in the sky, and the nations of 
the earth will mourn (Matthew 24:30).  They 
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds 
of the sky with power and great glory.  He 
reminds them that heaven and earth will pass 
away, but that His words will remain forever 
(Matthew 24:35).  In a world constantly changing, it is reassuring to know that God’s words 
are true.  Although we live in an isolated segment of time, what is happening in the affairs 
of men and the events of our day are fulfilling what our Lord said would occur. 

Jesus asks this question: when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth 
(Luke 18:8)?  This question follows the parable of the persistent widow who kept going to 
the judge pleading for justice against her adversary. 

 For some time he refused, but finally because of her persistence, he made sure that 
she received justice.  Jesus commends those who cry out for justice in a demonstration of 
their faith in God.  The Son of Man will be returning, and in the meantime He has told us to 
keep the faith, to be persistent in prayer, and to seek justice through His mercy.  It is easy to 

continue in our lives disregarding the fact that Jesus 
will one day return.  He is preparing His bride, the 
church, for His return, and He is looking for faith on 
the earth upon His return. 
 As you look to the return of Jesus Christ, are you 
endeavoring to fulfill your part in bringing God’s 
kingdom to earth?  Are there areas of your life where 
you have not been persistent in prayer?  Is your faith 
a demonstration of your trust that God is in control?  
There will come a time, according to God’s Word, 
where persecution will increase; a time of spiritual 
decline and a time where the Christian message is 
considered obsolete.  I believe that time is drawing 
near.  Jesus is warning us to stand firm and 
persevere just as the widow did in the parable:  
When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
the earth? (Luke 18:8)           - Joanne Ellison 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

A Widow’s Persistence 

 
 Jeremiah 31:27-34 

I n our Hebrew Bible reading the prophet foresees a new covenant which God will 
make with the Lord’s people, a covenant written not on tablets of stone but on human 

hearts.  Israel and Judah have broken the covenant that the Lord made when he brought 
them out of slavery in Egypt.  Now they are about to go into exile.  Yet the days 
are coming when their sins will be forgiven, and God will establish a new 
relationship with them.  This covenant will be based not on external law but on 
an inner knowing of the Lord. 

 Psalm 119:97-104 
A celebration of the wisdom that comes from meditation upon God’s law. 
 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
In this lesson Paul exhorts Timothy to continue calmly and diligently with 

his ministry, teaching from the scriptures and preaching the word of God.  The 
passage suggests a period in the life of the church when there were a number of 
teachers, who called themselves Christians but who presented their own 
versions of the faith.  Now is a time to stress the essentials.  Timothy is urged to 
remain established in what he has been taught and in the scriptures, meaning 
here the writings of the Old Testament, which are useful for many forms of instruction. 

 Luke 18:1-8 
In our gospel Jesus tells a comic parable about a judge who was so pestered by a woman 

that he finally gave in to her pleas.  The evangelist tells the story in order to commend 
persistent prayer.  It would be particularly appropriate at a time when the people were losing 
heart.  An earlier focus of the parable was probably on the corrupt and impious judge.  If 
even such a man as this will finally render justice, how much more will God hear those who 
call on God. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

Y our faith has made you well!  This was the 
title of Fr. Loring’s sermon last week in 

which he delves into the parable of the ten lepers.  To 
replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this 
link for The Sunday Sermons. 

“All scripture is God-

breathed and is useful 

for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training 

in righteousness.”  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp24_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp24_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp24_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp24_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee 
Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2014 

 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you 
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 
by itself.”   James 2:15-17 

 

S aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our 
mission work.  We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval.  Items in this 

budget come from you, the parishioners!  This is your opportunity 
to enhance your personal or family missions with the prayer, 
physical and financial support of the entire parish! 

 

As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are 
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.  Additionally, 
you are expected to submit a “Sword Points” article.  This is your 
opportunity to “put a face” on what we as a parish are supporting. 

 

We invite your active participation in this budgeting process as 
well as your involvement with St. Paul’s Mission Committee.  We 
meet first Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this process, please 
contact a member of the mission committee:  Barbara DeAnzeris, 
Lois Hunt, Bill Schrull, Joyce Sarver, Bonnie Wanzer & Don Winkley. 
 

Mission Organization:_____________________ 
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________ 
 

Our task is to sponsor those missions that are: 

 Christ Centered 

 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors 

 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish 
members. 
 

Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support? 
Prayer Needs:  ____________________ 
Financial Support:  $_______________ 
Physical Assistance: ______________ 

 

Any other pertinent information for committee consideration. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 7, 2013. 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Tom Balash and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
…..The 229th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut, Oct. 25-26. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Linda Pendergast, for successful treatments. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Zimbabwe and Czech Republic. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain. 
…..Sri Lanka, that evangelical Christians will face less discrimination in school and in the 
workplace. 
…..peace in Syrian Civil War; Yemen; Egypt; and Pakistan. 

…..David Palmer for 
continued healing. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter 
Kathleen, for recovery from 
a heart condition. 
…..The victims and families 
of terrorist attacks. 
…..Michael for protection 
with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 

 
Matthew 21:22  "And all 
things whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye 

shall receive.”  

†  Where We Went to Church 

Last Sunday 

Two weeks ago I went to church at Trinity 

Episcopal Church in 

Winchester, 

Tennessee with 

Debbie & Phil 

Barackman.  We 

were in Tennessee 

for Paul Ashey's 

wedding at The 

University of the 

South at Sewanee. 

  - Lois Hunt 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this 
Weeks Sword 

Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, Drew 
Crocker, Lynne 

Donnelly, Lois Hunt, 
Bill Loring, Diane 

Loring, Beth Miller, 
Patrick O’Connors, Linda 

Pendergast, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, Debbi 

Pomeroy, Robin 
Powell, Joe 

Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen & 
Don Winkley. 

What if Starbucks Marketed Like a Church?  A Parable. 

100-family tag sale and Congregational Church of Brookfield Yankee Fair this weekend.  

The mission portion of the 2013 Yankee Fair will go to the Brookfield Social Services Food 

Pantry, New Milford's Loaves and Fishes, Danbury's Dorothy Day Hospitality House and 

Newtown Social Services Food Pantry. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7_dZTrjw9I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7_dZTrjw9I
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Congregational-Church-of-Brookfield/145517585491179?directed_target_id=0

