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Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
†  Offering Comfort 

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation.  (2 Corinthians 5:18) 

Dear Friends, 

I n last Sunday's sermon, God put on my heart a message about comfort, namely, that 

the Holy Spirit seeks to comfort us in the midst of daily life.  Jesus called the Holy 

Spirit "the Comforter," and God uses us to comfort one another through the Spirit within us. 

Earlier in the week, our figurehead as Anglican Christians, Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Justin Welby, arrived in Rwanda in order to 

offer comfort to the local Anglican Church.  It 

was twenty years ago that genocide devastated 

the region.  I recall visiting Western Tanzania 

a few years ago and being told stories of how 

refugees came pouring through neighboring 

Burundi and into the village I was standing in.  

Those telling me such accounts were still teary 

all these years later.  In that moment, I beheld 

that as one family in God, we are all 

connected as Christians and called to comfort 

one another with the word of hope. 

Justin Welby, prior to entering the ministry, was a rising oil executive with a skill for 

negotiating in troubled regions.  Then he received "the call."  As we see how God has today 

placed him in just the right position given his natural abilities, we are reminded that God 

uses the unique gifts given to each of us for, among other things, the comfort of another.  

How is God using your competencies to comfort another? 

The Archbishop said to the Rwandan bishops earlier this week: "we must do all we can 

to encourage the vital work of reconciliation and healing and the overcoming of fear."  We 

are engaged in a similar mission right here in Brookfield, where the word of hope makes all 

things new.  With Christ as the center of our reconciliation, stemming from our 

reconciliation with the Father through Him in the power of the Spirit, we comfort one 

another as the same Spirit lives in us. 

Remember that we are part of an immense 

spiritual family, a web of interconnectedness 

through the Holy Spirit.  Wherever we are, 

may we bring reconciling comfort to another 

this day by tapping into our gifts and speaking 

the word of hope. 

Faithfully in Christ, 

February 6, 2014 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

JesusJesus  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Feb  6 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 

Sat, Feb  8 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters 

   5:00 pm - House of Prayer 

   6:30 pm - Alpha Course, Parish Hall 

Sun, Feb  9 - Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

Tue, Feb 11 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

Wed, Feb 12 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite I & Healing 

   7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room 

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Thu, Feb 13 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Feb 15 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Parish Hall 

   5:00 pm - House of Prayer 

   6:30 pm - Alpha Course, Parish Hall 

Sun, Feb 16 - Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   6:30 pm - Acolyte Pizza Party/Training Session, Rocco’s 

“Christ, whose flurries fill the skies” 
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T his week we are wrapping up the 

study on Prayer.   Both middle 

and high school groups will meet 4:30-

6:30. 

Students attending the summer 

mission trip should be there at 4:00 for a 

brief meeting about the trip.  See you 

then! 

 

OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessingitnessingitnessing   

thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY 

(Mardi Gras) 

PANCAKE SUPPER 

 March 4th 
 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
 Parish Hall 

 

Join us for 
Food, 

Fellowship & 
Fun! 

 

 

Free Will Offering 

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing nametags were to 
them in assimilating into the congregation.  Please continue to be courteous to fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

Y ou are light.  Jesus’  statements are astonishingly direct.  Not “you may be,” or “you 
are on good days,” or “if you improve…”  Here, now, whatever you may think of 

yourself, no matter how much others criticize you, you are vital to the life of the world. 

How vital is hard to measure until we understand that to the ancients salt was necessary 
for everything from seasoning and preserving food to making covenants.  Matthew is equally 
direct about the rejection of flavorless salt.  He even intensifies throwing it out 
by trampling it underfoot. 

Salt has many uses and, like other natural compounds, salt can be used 
negatively or positively.  The Bible’s writers made generous use of salt imagery, 
sprinkling references to its use and abuse throughout Scripture.  Biblical 
writers are well aware of salt’s properties, associating it with images of 
seasoning, preserving and purifying - or with powerful images of death, 
desolation and curse. 

Salt was used as a purifier of sacrifices (Ezekiel 43:24).  
References to the covenant of salt capitalize on salt’s preserving 
qualities as symbolic of a permanent indissoluble relationship 
between God and his people (Leviticus 2:13; Numbers 18:19; 2 
Chronicles 13:%).  Salt is listed as a required addition to all 
burnt offerings because of its preserving qualities (Ezra 6:(). 

Spreading salt on a captured city symbolized a curse (Judges 
9:45).  Salt in the soil would inhibit the growth of food crops.  
Ezekiel contrasts salt marshes and swamps with fertile freshwater 
sources capable of growing all kinds of trees whose leaves will not 
wither.  In his vision of a flourishing and vibrant Dead Sea, salt is 
so essential that marshes remain for its production (Ezekiel 47:11). 

By his use of salt imagery, Jesus establishes that the life of Christians is vital to this world.  
Without the Christian element, life becomes bland and dismal.. Furthermore, Jesus does not 
say mildly, “you are like salt,” nor does he say that in a long and gradual process, we will 
become salt.  At this very moment, we are those precious elements, and we are expected to 
show that reality in our works. 

- Living the Good News 
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Click for more info. 

†  Got Questions? 

Father Joe, Tara, and the Alpha team invite you and your friends to our 

Saturday evenings of food, friendship, and inspiration.  Alpha is a 

relaxed manner to explore and grow in the Christian faith. 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday nights from 6:30-8:30 pm 

through– March 22nd.  Come yourself.  Bring your friends.  Bring 

your questions. 

Child care is provided per your request either reimbursed for in- home 

care or provided at the church; the choice is yours.  Please contact 

Tara with questions. 

 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s 

donates gift cards and non-

perishable items to six area food pantries.  

The non-perishable 

items are provided 

by our generous 

congregation and are 

truly appreciated.  

Donations for the 

food pantry can be left in the basket at the 

back of the church.  Delivery is made to one 

food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

†  Ladies Study Timothy 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying Timothy each week at 9:15 am.  
Paul wrote to Timothy in Ephesus, encouraging him in his faith,and affirming 

his leadership and abilities. Timothy’s work was overwhelming, so Paul gave him a set 
of guidelines for choosing leadership within the congregation to help Timothy in his 
ministry.  This Bible study of Timothy looks at these guidelines that provide today’s 
church with the most thorough instruction for choosing strong and godly leaders. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15-11:00 am.  
To register please call or email Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Be Thou My Vision  
Gradual Hymn Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 
Offertory I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
Closing Hymn Thy Strong Word Did Cleave the Darkness 
 

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
 

But you, beloved, are not in darkness . . . for you are all children 
of light and children of the day.” (1 Thes. 5:4-5 NRSV) 

 

“I  Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” was written in the sweltering hot summer 
of 1966 by Kathleen Thomerson, an Episcopalian organist.  Kathleen had moved 

to St. Louis, Missouri in the fall of 1965.  The following summer, her mother 
came from Houston, Texas, to visit.  Because an airline 
strike cancelled her mother’s travel plans and a heat wave 
was making St. Louis unbearable.  Thomerson decided to 
drive her mother back to Houston.  This hymn came to her 
as she anticipated visiting her “brothers and sisters in 
Christ at the Episcopal Church of the Redeemer in 
Houston.”  It was written as a scriptural meditation and 
prayer.  It was inspired by many Bible verses, including 
Genesis 1:17; Isaiah 60:19; Psalm 75:16; Psalm 139:12; 
Ephesians 3:17; 5:8; Galatians 4:6; Hebrews 1:3; 1 
Thessalonians 5:5; 2 Peter 1:19; 1 John 1:5-7; and 
Revelation 21:23. 

On one, hand it may be sung as a prayer for illumination.  The congregation 
sings “Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.”  The second stanza conveys a longing to 
see Jesus and to be led through Christ to the presence of the Father.  On the other 
hand, it may be sung as a song of dedication.  The worshiper commits to live in 
the light of Christ, singing, “I want to walk . . . I want to see . . . I’m looking for . . 
.”  And in hope and anticipation, the worshiper concludes in stanza 3, “When we 
have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus.” 

Want to listen in to what we’ll 
be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

Or do you want to listen to a 
song from last week once more? 

  You can listen on Spotify by clicking 
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service 

This week’s set includes: Lord I Need 
You, Great 
Are You 
Lord, 
Hungry 
(Falling on 
my 
Knees), 
Call Me 
Home 

Danbury Deanery Lenten Quiet Day 
Saturday, March 8 

10:00 am till 2:30 pm 
At Trinity Church, Newtown 

 

Soulscapes:  A Geography of Grace 
 

Led by the Rev. Suzanne Guthrie 
The Christian Year is a journey of transformation, a 'hero's journey' we 

experience in the depths of our soul, year after year. Suzanne guides us 
through the journey, using art slides, music, text, and graphics, to help us 
realize we already "know the way" toward union with the Divine. 

Suzanne is the author of Grace's Window: Entering the Seasons of Prayer 
and Praying the Hours. She curates Soulwork Toward Sunday: a weekly “self-
guided retreat” based upon the coming Sunday's Gospel reading on her 
website www.EdgeOfEnclosure.org. 

Suzanne has served the church as a chaplain at Cornell University, Vassar College, as a 
children's priest, Christian Education consultant, and as a parish priest, but writing and retreat 
work continues to be her primary ministry. She and her husband Bill live in Woodstock, New 
York where she is currently writing a book on the mystical/ liturgical year. 

Please register in advance with the Rev. David Pople at popledarev@yahoo.com.  A small 
donation of $10 per person is requested to help defray costs. 

Listen to this version of 

“I Want to Walk as a 

Child of the Light,” then 

check out the follow up 

videos on page 19 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XZ3ja-quhA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gPU7OwmKjyo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9WjSxVQnTU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMUrDMHKZxQ
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
http://www.EdgeOfEnclosure.org
mailto:popledarev@yahoo.com?subject=Danbury%20Deanery%20Quiet%20Day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9WjSxVQnTU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9WjSxVQnTU
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Some Thoughts on the Creeds 

would imply an Arian view that the Son is inferior to the Father - in contrast to the Greek 
which refers directly to the divinity of the Spirit as being identical to that of the Father.  
Although this explanation seems to be modern; it is certainly true that the introduction of the 
filioque was associated with opposition to Arianism.+ 

I hope these articles have increased your understanding of how we got out Creeds and 
what they mean. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

___________________________ 
* Book of Common Prayer, 1979, p. 869.   
† Wikipedia, sv. Nicene Creed.  The article includes the full 
text of both form of the Creed in parallel columns 
‡ Ibid.   
§ Christian History, “Christianity Today” Issue 22, 1990.  See 
also Wikipedia, sv. Constantine 
♦ Catholic Encyclopedia, recovered from newadvent.org 
◊ Wikipedia, sv. Athanasius of Alexandria 
◘ Wikipedia, sv. Arius  
ο` Wikipedia, sv. First Council of Nicaea 
+ A somewhat complicated, but useful, discussion of this issue can be found in Wikipedia, sv. Filioque. 

(Continued from page 9) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Boy Scout Troop 5 

T he Boy Scouts of America is celebrating its 104th Anniversary! 
Troop 5, sponsored by St. Paul’s Church, is celebrating its 72nd Anniversary! 

As a bit of history, Troop 5 was originally organized in May 1942 by “A Group of 
Citizens.”  In reviewing the organizers names, they represented the community leadership at 
the time of the outbreak of WWII.  In succession, other Troop 5 sponsors have been: 
Brookfield Volunteer Fire Department, Exchange Club and for the past 50+ years, St. Paul’s 
Church.  A sponsoring organization is responsible to provide adult leadership as well 
as a meeting facility. 

In earlier years, Troop 5 has met at the Consolidated School (now the small office 
across from the Brookfield Museum), at the Brookfield Fire Department (now an 
apartment building on Rt. 25), and the gymnasium at the Curtis School for Boys 
(currently The Brookfield Theater for Performing Arts).  Our current and long term 
home is now St. Paul’s Church. 

Troop 5 has had 65 Eagle Scouts, the highest award in Scouting.  To be an Eagle 
Scout is an achievement that marks a very special individual - someone who knows 
and practices in his daily life the Laws of Scouting: “Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, 
Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean and Reverent.” 

St. Paul’s has several Eagle Scouts within our parish, all in areas of responsibility.  Once 
an Eagle Scout - always an Eagle Scout!   

Tom Tucker and Stu Terrill, both St. Paul’s members, were among the early 
Scouts in Troop 5.  You may want to ask them of their recollections of “earlier 
days” in Scouts. 

Did you know that Troop 5 just completed its 600th (50 years) of monthly 
camping - never missing a month!  Wow!  Each month, regardless of the 
weather, we pack up the BSA trailer, parked alongside the church meadow, 
and go camping!  In addition to local venues, trips have been made to many 
historic sites throughout the North East.  National Jamborees, Philmont High 
Adventure (New Mexico), Troop 5 is always involved. 

Over the years, Troop 5 has provided many “Service Projects” for St. Paul’s 
- including painting and electrifying the barn, planting the garden outside the 
Guild Room, picnic tables, Spring and Fall cleanups, as well as other “Good Deeds”. 

St. Paul’s is a proud sponsor of Boy Scout Troop 5!  If you are interested in assisting, you 
can contact Don Winkley at St. Paul’s. 

Some Thoughts on the Creeds  

http://www.bcponline.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicene_Creed
http://www.ctlibrary.com/ch/1990/issue27/2723.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine_the_Great
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/3801.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athanasius_of_Alexandria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Council_of_Nicaea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filioque
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Some Thoughts on the Creeds III 

 

A s we noted before, the original Article VIII of the Articles of Religion, listed the 
Creeds as: “The Three Creeds, Nicene Creed, Athanasius's Creed, and that which 

is commonly called the Apostles' Creed . . .”.*  We conclude this series with a look at the 
most widely used of these three: the Nicene Creed. 

The title is actually a little bit of a misnomer; the Creed used today by both the Eastern 
and Western Churches (though with variations that we can look at later) is based on the one 
adopted at the Council of Nicæa (325 AD) but also includes several additions and a few 
subtractions attributed to the Council of Constantinople (381 AD).†  The actual acta 
(minutes) of this council have been lost, and while later Councils affirmed this Creed as a 
true statement of the faith, set forth by the 381 Council, we have little information as to the 
source of the changes.  Modern scholars tend to agree that it was created to respond to new 
disputes that arose after Nicæa, and that it was probably originally drafted as a new Creed, 
and then blended with the Nicene original. 

To back up a bit: Constantine officially recognized Christianity on becoming Emperor 
in 312 AD, and while it is uncertain when he first considered himself to be a Christian he 
was certainly favoring Christian causes at that point.  As the 
Christian Church came more into the open it soon became 
obvious that there were significant differences in both faith 
(particularly regarding the nature of Christ and of the Trinity) 
and practice (especially as to the date of Easter).  The 
Emperor seems not to have been much concerned about the 
details of either issue, but was definitely interested in 
Christian unity and so called the bishops and other 
theologians together in council at Nicæa.§  The council 
established the formula for the date of Easter which we still 
find in our Prayer Books (p. 880), and dealt with other 
practical questions in a series of twenty canons; and then 
debated the theological questions.  The principal figures here 
were the orthodox Athanasius,◊ then a young deacon of 
Alexandria (Egypt) who accompanied his bishop as a 
theological expert, and Arius,◘ a presbyter, also from 
Alexandria, who became a leading spokesman for the more 
Unitarian view that bears his name. 

Although Athanasius’ view prevailed overwhelmingly at Nicæa (of the more than 300 
bishops present only two voted against it at the end of the debate), the dispute lasted for 
several more centuries, with Arian belief remaining dominant in the Army, and being 
adopted by several of the succeeding Emperors.ο  Nonetheless, it was here that the leaders 
of the Church first joined together to define the faith. 

 The final, Niceno-Constantinopolitan, form of the Creed has become 
the common faith of the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox churches (these are 
two different Communions which differ on other issues), the Roman 
Catholic Church in both the Eastern and Western Rites, and of Anglicans, 
Lutherans, and with at least some recognition in many other reformed 
Churches.  The Latin version of the Creed (and its modern language 
translations) add two clauses to the Greek form:  “God from God” 
immediately before “Light from light” and “and from the Son” after, “who 
proceeds from the Father.”  The first of these was in the 325 AD version of 
the Creed but dropped in 381 AD, and there never seems to have been any 
controversy about restoring it.  The second change, known as the filioque, 
was (and is) the source of considerable friction between East and West 
since the former considered it a significant change in meaning for the 
Creed.  Since 1995 the Vatican has officially explained this insertion as 
reflecting a difference in meaning between the Greek and Latin words 
translated ‘proceeds’ such that the omission of this phrase in the Latin text 

(Continued on page 8) 
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†  Habit 2 - Be Welcoming 
 

I magine, for a moment, being a new person arriving at your church.  How 
could you have found out about the church, about the service?  How are 

you greeted when you come through the door?  Be honest. 
If you have never been to church before, ever, what is your experience?  If 

you have never been to this type of church before, ever, what is your 
experience?  Be honest. 

If you are coming to church because your wife just walked out on you… if you are a 
young mom arriving with three young children… if you are a teenager… if you are just 
retired into the area… do you feel welcome?  Do you feel included in at least some parts 
of the service, or is the theme so constraining there is hardly a moment that you connect 
with?  Is everyone in suits, how do you feel dressed casually?  Is everyone dressed 
casually - how do you feel in a suit?  Are you a young man in a building full of older 
women?  Does this church clearly not want real children present in its worship? 

 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. Acts 2:42 

 

Enabling people to experience welcome and be included is a ministry of all the 
baptized.  Ordinary human practices of welcoming and general politeness of human 
encounters are sometimes (often?) missing at the church door, and so (regular, ongoing) 
training of welcomers may be required.  Including not being overbearing.  How to help 
people throughout a service, how to relate to children present may (let’s continue being 
honest with ourselves) need to be talked about from time to time. 

The ordained and other leadership have a particular role in allowing all to feel 
included. 

I walked in unexpected into a church service.  Yes, the priest had met me before, but 
well out of context, it was a delight to be greeted by name.  The priest was greeting all 
by name, and continued doing this throughout the service.  The priest found out the 
names of visitors and remembered them.  There was an easy flow to the coffee hour 
following the service.  Other members of the community approached naturally.  The 
community was packed and obviously growing, clearly knew each other, cared for each 
other, and for newcomers.  If you lived there, you would happily join this community. 

At another church there was a general invitation from the front to the small 
congregation to the coffee hour following the service.  But no specific instructions.  
Shaking hands on going out, there was no interest if I was new to the area or a visitor, 
and nothing about the coffee hour or where it was.  I got completely lost between the 
church building and the obscure small room for the coffee hour.  Persevering, I was not 
approached there, and finally did the approaching.  A young woman in her early 20s 
described her similar experiences to me, including not finding the coffee hour on her 
first visit.  She returned to church because of her commitment. 

What can you add about this second habit: helping people experience welcome and 
being included? 

 

By Rev. Bosco Peters 
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 †  Italian Meatloaf 
 

Directions: 
Pre-heat 
oven to 
375°.  
Combine 
ground 
beef, 
sausage, 
onion, 
garlic, 
bread, 
parsley, Italian seasons, and salt and pepper in a large 
bowl.  Add the eggs, tomato sauce and mix thoroughly. 
 

Shape into a loaf, place in a shallow baking pan and bake 
for 1 hour. 
 

Makes 8-10 servings.  (from The Silver Palate Good 
Times Cookbook). 
 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
2 lbs. ground beef chuck 
1 lb. sweet Italian sausage, 

casings removed 
1 med. yellow onion, 

chopped 
5 cloves garlic, minced 
3 c. white bread, torn apart 
1 c. fresh Italian parsley, 

chopped 
2 T. Italian seasoning 

(Good Seasons) 
Salt & freshly ground 

pepper, to taste 
2 eggs, lightly beaten 
½ c. tomato sauce 
½ c. dry red wine (I omit 

this and use ½ c. more 
tomato sauce) 

†  The Hearts to Hands Ministry: We Need Your Help  
 

A  big thank you to all of those who have signed up to be a potential source of help 
for future parishioner needs!  Our ongoing prayer is that God would use the 

generosity of his people, right here at our church, to meet the needs of others in our parish. 
Do you have any experience in obtaining subsidized housing?  If so, we can use 

your assistance as we are working on more permanent residency for a parishioner. 
 Hearts to Hands Ministry's main purpose is to confidentially assist members of our 

church family during an emergency crisis.  We do this by asking fellow members of the 
congregation to prayerfully consider helping a parishioner in need by offering an 
investment of their time or a financial contribution.  Help can come in big and 
small ways.  Some specific examples are: 

Temporary Housing: Any amount of time would be helpful; a night, a week or 
more.  If needed, we will ask a group of individuals collectively to house 
someone over time. 

Experience with resume preparation/interview skills to help someone 
secure new or improved employment. 

Repairing a necessary appliance, plumbing, emergency car repair, etc. 

Financial Assistance: Providing a gift card for food or gas, helping to cover a 
parishioner's bill one month, etc. 
 Please prayerfully consider how God would like to use you to support this 
new ministry opportunity at St. Paul's. 
 Contact: Dorothy Crocker 860-355-5672 or Nicole O'Connors 860-788-2995. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
Push the Start Button for your special Happy Birthday video. 

 

L ois Hunt and Roseann Hodge celebrate today!  Friday is the big 

day for Erinn O’Hara & Maxwell Hodge.  Eric Sampson will be 

blowing out candles on Saturday.  Gary Hock will be opening presents on 

Sunday.  Preston Powell will celebrate on Tuesday.  Tanya Goodman will be 

another year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
tel:860-355-5672
tel:860-788-2995
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJ1INBQycRA&list=PL7ECD04C8157A9837
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†  Sock It to ‘Em!Sock It to ‘Em!Sock It to ‘Em!   
 

W e continue to collect socks for the men’s homeless shelter 
throughout the winter months.  Thanks to everyone who has 

already placed donations in the big bins in the Parish Hall.  This will be 
ongoing.  So, if you would still like to make a donation, please do so.  
Many blessings to you all as we bless those less fortunate. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 

 

T he generosity of being a good steward of your gifts has a positive effect 
on people and it is contagious!  Good works encourages more good 

works.  Let your light shine!  Be careful to recognize that God is working through 
you and don’t put yourself above the people you have been called to help. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

February 6th 
 

The Martyrs of Japan 
 

T he introduction of Christianity into Japan in the sixteenth century, first by the Jesuits 
under Francis Xavier, and then by the Franciscans, has left exciting records of 

heroism and self-sacrifice in the annals of Christian missionary endeavor.  It has been 
estimated that by the end of that century there were about 
300,000 baptized believers in Japan.  Unfortunately, these 
initial successes were compromised by rivalries among the 
religious orders; and the interplay of colonial politics, both 
within Japan and between Japan and the Spanish and 
Portuguese, aroused suspicion about western intentions of 
conquest.  After a half century of ambiguous support by some 
of the powerful Tokugawa shoguns, the Christian enterprise 
suffered cruel persecution and suppression. 
The first victims were six Franciscan friars and twenty of their 
converts who were crucified at Nagasaki, February 5, 1597.  
By 1630, what was left of Christianity in Japan was driven 
underground.  Yet it is remarkable that two hundred and fifty 
years later there were found many men and women, without 
priests, who had preserved through the generations a vestige of 
Christian faith. 
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T he Rector's Forum continues its course on Matthew!  

Running through May of 2014, Fr. Joe and Tara 

Shepley will lead a verse by verse study on the Gospel of 

Matthew.  Please join us in the Guild Room starting at 9:30 

am each week for this exploration of God's Word. 

The 
Rector’s 
Forum 

†  Stitching in the Light 
by The Rev. Elizabeth Rechter 

 

A  great gift I received once was when someone taught me how to needlepoint.  I was 
thirty years old and just beginning my ordained ministry.  I thought needlepoint 

was for grandmothers, not young professionals.  I was wrong.  Needlepoint was for me, and 
for the past twenty years needlepointing has been a creative, contemplative art that restores 
my soul.  This year I am working on this magnificent piece by Erdman Designs titled Day 
1: Light.  It is the first in a series of the six days of Creation from Genesis.  It will take me a 

year to complete it.  Day one of creation brought forth 
the Light of the World; light that is not the sun or any 
other external source.  Light that is from God and that is 
God.  It emerges out of the formless void and no 
darkness can overcome it.  Light that is the Creator’s 
immeasurable love for creation and which brings forth 
all life. 
 Working on this piece is a spiritual experience.  I 
imagine God weaving the Creation into being in the 
depths of the earth.  Each time I look at it my heart 
delights in its beauty, whether it is in my hand or resting 
in my study waiting for me to return to it, to pick up my 
needle and begin sewing the light of the world into 
being.  As I work with it I know this: God invites me to 
stitch with her to bring the light into the darkness with 
the needle and thread God has provided for me. 
 It was in seminary, a few years before I was 
educated in needlepoint, that I was given probably the 
greatest gift of my life: the revelation that God asks me 
to give back to God.  Mentors taught me that the 
practice of the tithe, giving ten percent of one’s income, 
was a concrete way to give from God’s light within.  
This is not a demand, rather it must be a free will 

offering, motivated by love.  This revelation appears many times in scripture, but one that is 
particularly beautiful to me comes from Exodus when God is giving instruction on how to 
build the Ark of the Covenant: Tell the Israelites to take for me an offering; from all whose 
hearts prompt them to give you shall receive the offering for me. 

This is the offering that you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, blue, 
purple, and crimson yarns and fine linen, goats’ hair, tanned rams’ skins, fine leather, acacia 
wood, oil for the lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, onyx stones 
and gems to be set in the ephod and for the breastpiece.  And have them make me a 
sanctuary, so that I may dwell among them. Exodus 25:2-8. 

 God asks us to give.  What a lovely gift.  God wants 
me to offer something of my life.  Sometimes it’s gold, 
sometimes other gems, sometimes crimson yarns from the 
abundance of my life.  It is how I get to stitch light for the 
world with God. 

 The Rev. Elizabeth I. Rechter is Rector of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church in Laguna Beach, California, Diocese of 
Los Angeles. 
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Transform your 

Workouts into 

Worship™ with 

PraiseMoves®! 

Classes at St. Paul’s 

thru – February 15th, 

Saturdays 10 am. 

 

Sign up in Parish Hall or 

email Mary for more 

information or questions 

 

Great for Men and Women 

- All fitness types will 

experience benefits of 

PraiseMoves! 

 

maryperry2@me.com 

 

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,  
and Strong Scripture combine for 

Weight Loss, Stress Relief, 

Flexibility, and Strength.  

A Christian Alternative to Yoga 

PraiseMoves 

Resumes this 

Saturday.  See 

you there! 

Certified PraiseMoves® 

Instructor 

Mary Perry, CPI 

The Eagle 

Slowly hinge at the waist, sweeping extended 
arms down and back, palms up, while lowering 
your torso down until head is level with hips. 

Knees bent, dip back down slightly.  Shoulders 
in line with the hips. 

Look at the floor.  Keep a straight line from 
the crown down the back. 

Isaiah 40:31 – But those who wait upon the 
LORD shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run 
and not be weary, they shall walk and not 
faint. 

Benefits 

• Stretches the 
front torso 

• Strengthens the 
back and 
improves posture 

• Stimulates the 
belly 

• Strengthens 
triceps and 
shoulders 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:maryperry2@me.com?subject=Praise%20Moves
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

 Being Salt and Light 

 

Isaiah 58:1-9a 

T his passage is a denunciation of the injustices of those who only act at their religion.  
There is a promise of the Lord’s favor for those who genuinely repent and care for 

the needy.  Fasts and many prayers are of no purpose and may be misused if they do not 
involve the liberation of the oppressed and help for the weak and afflicted.  When there is 
justice and sharing, then the light of the Lord will rise out of darkness and all the ruins will 
be rebuilt. 

 Psalm 112:1-10 
Blessed are those who are right with the Lord, who are just and generous with those in 

need. 
 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
In this lection Paul teaches the Corinthians that the wisdom of God is very different from 

the wisdom which humans pride themselves.  Some of the Corinthians were apparently 
boasting of their Christianity as though it were powerful in terms of worldly 
wisdom.  They even made fun of Paul for his lack of eloquence.  The true power of 
God is, however, hidden from the ruling forces of the world, for it is discovered in 
a crucified Lord.  This is revealed through God’s own Spirit.  Genuine spirituality 
manifests itself in wise discernment and a Christ-like cast of mind. 

 Matthew 5:13-20 
In the gospel lesson we learn that disciples are like salt and as light to the world.  

They are to live even more righteously than the pious scribes and Pharisees.  Like a 
city set on a hill or a lamp on a stand.  Jesus’ followers must show forth their good 
works to the glory of God.  Jesus has not come to abolish the law and the prophets 
but to fulfill their purpose.  Only those who go beyond the keeping of the law and 
are wholly committed to God’s will can enter the kingdom of heaven. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   
   

T his Sunday's sermon is about comfort, 

namely, that the Holy Spirit seeks to 

comfort us in the midst of daily life.  To replay 

all our sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for The Sunday Sermons. 

Matthew 5:18 
For truly I tell you, 

until heaven and earth 

pass away, not one 

letter, not one stroke 

of a letter, will pass 

from the law until all is 

accomplished.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi5_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi5_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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Valentines PartyValentines PartyValentines Party   
Hey Ladies!  St. Paul’s men are inviting you to a special breakfast on Hey Ladies!  St. Paul’s men are inviting you to a special breakfast on Hey Ladies!  St. Paul’s men are inviting you to a special breakfast on 

Saturday, February 15th.  On the day closest to Valentine’s Day Saturday, February 15th.  On the day closest to Valentine’s Day Saturday, February 15th.  On the day closest to Valentine’s Day 

each year, they clean up their act, dress up (a little, usually by wearing a each year, they clean up their act, dress up (a little, usually by wearing a each year, they clean up their act, dress up (a little, usually by wearing a 

red sweater), put tablecloths out with fancy napkins and flowers and red sweater), put tablecloths out with fancy napkins and flowers and red sweater), put tablecloths out with fancy napkins and flowers and 

serve some decent food.  So plan on coming to the Men’s (and serve some decent food.  So plan on coming to the Men’s (and serve some decent food.  So plan on coming to the Men’s (and 

Women’s) Breakfast,Saturday, February 15th at 7:30 am for some Women’s) Breakfast,Saturday, February 15th at 7:30 am for some Women’s) Breakfast,Saturday, February 15th at 7:30 am for some 

great food, fellowship, singing, prayer and some loving!great food, fellowship, singing, prayer and some loving!great food, fellowship, singing, prayer and some loving!   



 19 

 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
…..All Saint’s, East Hartford; St. John’s, East Hartford; Christ & the 
Epiphany, East Haven; St. John’s, East Windsor. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of the Dominican Republic; the people of Kuwait; and our 
sister and brother members of the Churches of Christ in Australia. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..The Haitian Ministry working group; Haitian ministry in CT. 
…..South Sudan, peace and resolution to the growing humanitarian crisis currently 
enveloping their country. 
.….Ginny Beck for general strength and good health. 
…..Barbara Hurley (Susan Howell’s mother), peace as she transitions into assisted living. 
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of February. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Sue, healing of her kidneys. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Fr. George Hall, healing from cancer. 
 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

Links We Like 
 
Things That Make You Think 
 
Joshua Collingsworth 
Memorial Foundation.  

Josh, the Baby Otter. 

Thalasso Bain Bebe par Sonia Rochel 

http://www.allsaintseh.com/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-johns-episcopal-church-east-hartford-ct
http://christandtheepiphany.com/default.asp
http://christandtheepiphany.com/default.asp
http://www.stjohnseastwindsor.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Republic
http://cofcaustralia.org/
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvWlY3nllRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvWlY3nllRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs9BRUuGlHo
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvWlY3nllRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs9BRUuGlHo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPSAgs-exfQ#t=263
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 
 

This song (click video above) is featured in the movie Alone Yet Not Alone, ready for 
release June 13th, 2014. For more information, please visit Alone Yet Not Alone. 

 
This beautiful rendition of the song Alone Yet Not Alone is performed by Joni 

Eareckson Tada (www.joniandfriends.org).  Quadriplegic, Joni Eareckson Tada with limited 
lung capacity due to her disability, had her husband, Ken, pushing on her diaphragm while 

she recorded the song to give her enough breath to hit the high 
notes. † It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, Dot Crocker, Lynne Donnelly,  
Bill Loring, Diane Loring, Heather Melody, 
Beth 
Miller,  
Nicole 
O’Connors, 
Patrick 
O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda 
Pendergast, Ken 
Perry, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe Shepley, 
Tara Shepley, 
David Szen, Pam 
Szen & Don 
Winkley.. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/AloneYetNotAlone
http://www.joniandfriends.org
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BWVyVMbSzM4

