
   

Holy Week Schedule 

Sun, Apr 13 - Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 

  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  6:00 pm - Vespers 

Tue, Apr 15 - Tuesday in Holy Week 

  7:30 pm - Tenebrae 

Wed, Apr 16 - Wednesday in Holy Week 

  10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

Thu, Apr 17 -  Maundy Thursday 

  7:30 pm  - Foot Washing, Stripping of Altar & Holy Eucharist 

Fri, Apr 18 - Good Friday 

  10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk 

  12:00 pm - Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

  6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross 

  7:30 pm - Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

Sat, Apr 19 - Holy Saturday 

  10:00 am - Children’s Easter Celebration 

  7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter 

Sun, Apr 20 - Sunday of the Resurrection:  Easter Day 

  7:30 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

 

 www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
April 10, 2014 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

JesusJesus  

†  Journey into Holy Week 
 

A lmighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our 
Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of 

sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  (Collect for Good Friday). 
 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 

W e are about to enter into the heart of the Christian year liturgically. Beginning with 
our Palm Sunday procession, we will make our journey into Holy Week, 

meditating on our Lord's willing path of suffering for us. 

I encourage you to attend at least one Holy Week service as we prepare for the joy of 
Easter. And the more, the better! The solemnity of the week brings us ever closer to 
knowing the living Jesus, and as a spiritual family, we will grow closer to God and one 
another as we enter into Christ's passion. 

As the above Collect proclaims, we are that family for whom the Son of God laid down 
his life: O come, let us adore Him. 

Faithfully your Rector, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Apr 10 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Apr 12 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Guild Room/Tuck Room 

Sun, Apr 13 - Palm Sunday: Sunday of the Passion 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

   6:00 pm - Vespers 

Tue, Apr 15 - Tuesday in Holy Week 

   9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Tenebrae 

Wed, Apr 16 - Wednesday in Holy Week 

  10:00 am -Holy Eucharist Rite I & Healing 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Thu, Apr 17 - Maundy Thursday 

   7:30 pm - Foot Washing, Stripping of Altar & Holy Eucharist 

Fri, Apr 18 - Good Friday 

   10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk 

   12:00 pm - Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

   6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross 

   7:30 pm - Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

Sat, Apr 19 - Holy Saturday 

   7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - Children’s Easter Celebration 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves 

   7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter 

Sun, Apr 20 - Sunday of the Resurrection:  Easter Day 

   7:30 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 
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OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessingitnessingitnessing   

thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported our Blind Auction last weekend.  It 

turned out to be a really fun evening and a huge success.  We raised $4,000 to-

wards our trip to Washington, DC this summer.  So far we have raised almost 

$7,500 this year and we are on track to raise 100% of our funding this year.  

T his Sunday we will have our final Vespers service.  It has been a great 

part of our Sunday evening program the past three years, but it is time to 

move on and adjust our schedule to the ever changing needs of our congregation.  

Thank you to all of you who have supported the service.  I want to specifically 

thank the group who has dedicated their time to rehearse and play music at each 

of the Vespers services during this time.  I invite you to join us this Sunday at 

6pm to support these young men and close out our time together. 

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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Spring Women's Retreat with Anita Gutschick 

 

All new Characters! 

 

"Delight in The Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart." 
Psalm 37:4 

 

Dates:  May 2-3, 2014, prompt RSVP is appreciated 
 

Times: Friday 7 pm through Saturday 3:30 pm 

 Saturday public performance, "Truth of the Matter", 7 pm -8:15 pm 
 

Location: St. Paul's Church, 174 Whisconier Rd. Brookfield, CT 

 www.saintpaulsbrookfield.comwww.saintpaulsbrookfield.comwww.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
 

Fees: 

$80 Full Retreat - includes all performances from Friday through Saturday night 

$60 Saturday only - includes all performances held on Saturday, starting at 9:30 am 

$20, $50 max per family - Saturday night public performance only - 7 pm 
 

Details:  Kick off the retreat with dessert, worship, "Water Jars" performance, and devotion. 

Continue Saturday with a light breakfast, "Principles and Passion", lunch, "Rahab", 

devotions, Biblical teachings, and Anita's testimony.  After a break with optional activities, 

return for, "Truth of the Matter", a performance open to all. 
 

NOTE:  Overnight accommodations and dinner are not provided.  

Scholarships are offered. 
 

Contact:  Tara Shepley 203-267-3231 or St. Paul's Church 203-

775-9587 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/
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T he Rector's Forum continues its course on Matthew!  

Running through May of 2014, Fr. Joe and Tara 

Shepley will lead a verse by verse study on the Gospel of 

Matthew.  Please join us in the Guild Room starting at 9:30 

am each week for this exploration of God's Word. 

The 
Rector’s 
Forum 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s 

donates gift cards and non-

perishable items to six area food pantries.  

The non-perishable 

items are provided 

by our generous 

congregation and are 

truly appreciated.  

Donations for the 

food pantry can be left in the basket at the 

back of the church.  Delivery is made to one 

food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

B ible Study Fellowship International (BSF) welcomes women of all faiths.  Come on 
April 14 and 28 to come and see our in-depth bible study.  In the next few weeks, 

we will be finishing the study of Matthew.  It is never too late to get started.  We are also 
beginning registration for our study of Moses, which will start on September 8. 

BSF is an interdenominational bible study.  We offer small group discussion, printed 
commentary notes, weekly lectures and fellowships.  Our purpose is to help members de-
velop a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The school program, grades 1-12, is staffed by well-trained leaders and corresponds in 
content to the adult program.  Children should be registered before attending class. 

BSF meets on Monday evenings from 7- 8:45 at Southbury Baptist Church, 114 Rox-
bury Rd., Southbury, CT. 

For more information, call 203-730-1966 or visit our website www.bsfinternational.org. 
BSF in not affiliated with Southbury Baptist Church.  

T he Jericho Partnership, in conjunction with Spring Street Ministries, 
will be holding a prayer walk on Wednesday April 30.  Meet in the 

sanctuary of the St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, located within the Spring Street 
Neighborhood Center, at 44 Spring Street, Danbury at 2:00 pm. 

The traditional route is from the playground area at the Neighborhood 
Center, making stops at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen, the City Shelter 
located on New Street, the park area located in Kennedy 
Square and finishing up at Jericho’s headquarters on 13 
Rose Street. 

If you haven’t joined them on a previous walk, then 
please, prayerfully consider joining them on the 30th. 

Looking forward to walking with you all. 

Jericho Prayer Walk - Spring Street Ministries Wednesday April 30 

https://www.bsfinternational.org/
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 †  Sticky Toffee Pudding 

Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Butter a 10-inch 
round or square baking dish.  Sift the flour and 

baking powder 
onto a sheet of 
waxed paper.  
Chop the dates 
fine.  Place in a 
small bowl and 
add the boiling 
water and 
baking soda; set 
aside.  In a bowl 
of electric mixer beat the butter and sugar until light and 
fluffy.  Add the egg and vanilla; beat until blended.  
Gradually beat in the flour mixture.  Add the date 
mixture to the batter and fold until blended with a rubber 
spatula.  Pour into the prepared baking dish.  Bake until 
pudding is set and firm on top, about 35 minutes.  
Remove from oven to a wire rack. 
   Toffee Sauce: Combine the butter, heavy cream and 

brown sugar in a small heavy saucepan; heat to boiling, stirring constantly.  Boil gently 
over medium low heat until mixture is thickened, about 8 minutes.  Preheat broiler.  
Spoon about 1/3 cup of the sauce over the pudding. Spread evenly on top.  Place pudding 
under the broiler until the topping is bubbly, about 1 minute.  Serve immediately spooned 
into dessert bowls.  Drizzle with toffee sauce and top with a spoonful of whipped cream. 
 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
1 cup plus 1 tablespoon all-
purpose flour 

1 teaspoon baking powder 
3/4 cup pitted dates 
1 1/4 cups boiling water 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1/4 cup unsalted butter, softened 
3/4 cup granulated sugar 
1 large egg, lightly beaten 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
TOFFEE SAUCE: 
1/2 cup unsalted butter 
1/2 cup heavy cream 
1 cup packed light brown sugar 
1 cup heavy cream, whipped 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will 

continue it's study of Timothy, starting 2 Timothy on 

F rom a Roman prison shortly before his execution, the Apostle Paul writes to 

encourage a beloved disciple.  Timothy, now guiding the church Paul founded 

at Ephesus, faces persecution from pagans, strife among believers, and counterfeit 

teachers.  As his own labor ends, Paul urges Timothy to "fan into flame the gift of God 

that is in you."  Paul's last words of counsel continue to instruct and inspire all who 

seek to serve God. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11:00 am.  

mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 

Push the Start Button for your special Happy Birthday video. 
 

K evin Janofsky, Lorraine Estok & Tyler Mannion 

celebrate tomorrow!  Monday is the big day for 

Nicole Castronova.  Andrew Melody & Sarah Shepley 

will be blowing out candles on Tuesday.  Wednesday, 

Carol Woien, will be another year older and wiser.  Have a 

blessed day everyone! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0XQeA7EZs4
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Breaking of a Palm Leaf for 
the Entry into Jerusalem  

Scrovegni Chapel, 1304-1306 
Giotto, 1266?-1337  

 

     Giotto di Bondone (1266/7 - January 

8, 1337), known as Giotto, was an Italian 
painter and architect from Florence in the 
late Middle Ages.  He is generally 
considered the first in a line of great artists 
who contributed to the Italian Renaissance. 
Around 1305 Giotto executed his most 
influential work, the painted decoration of 
the interior of the Scrovegni Chapel in 
Padua. Enrico degli Scrovegni 
commissioned the chapel to serve as a 
family worship and burial space, even 
though his parish church was nearby. 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
Offertory Your Great Name 
Communion Hymn Hosanna, Loud, Hosanna, the Little Children Sang 
Closing Hymn Ride On! Ride On in Majesty 
 

Ride On! Ride On in Majesty 
 

H enry H. Milman (b. St. James, London, England, 1791; d. Sunninghill, Berkshire, England, 
1868) wrote this text around 1822.  It was first published in Reginald Heber's (PHH 249) 

Hymns Written and Adapted to the Weekly Church Services of the Year (1827).  Of the text of this 
fine Palm Sunday hymn, Stanley L. Osborne (PHH 395) has written, 

 Objective, robust, confident, and stirring, it possesses that 
peculiar combination of tragedy and victory which draws the singer 
into the very centre of the drama. It is this which gives the hymn its 
power and its challenge (If Such Holy Song, 449). 
 The text unites meekness and majesty, sacrifice and conquest, 
suffering and glory–all central to the gospel for Palm Sunday.  Each 
stanza begins with "Ride on, ride on in majesty."  Majesty is the 
text's theme as the writer helps us to experience the combination of 
victory and tragedy that characterizes the Triumphal Entry.  Christ 
is hailed with "Hosanna" as he rides forth to be crucified (st. 1).  
That death spells victory: it is his triumph "o'er captive death and 
conquered sin" (st. 2).  God the Father awaits Christ's victory with 
expectation (st. 3).  Finally, Christ rides forth to take his "power … 
and reign!" (Note how "reign" is subtly offered as both noun and 
verb.)  The original third stanza was not included. 
 Milman was a playwright, professor of poetry, historian, 
theologian, churchman, and hymn writer–and he was successful in 
all these areas.  He graduated from Brasenose College, Oxford, 
England, in 1816, and by 1823 had written three popular plays with 
religious themes.  He was appointed professor of poetry at Oxford 

in 1821 but turned to the study of church history after 1827.  His History of the Jews (1829), which 
raised vehement protest from reviewers, was influenced by the new critical German methods.  
Ordained in 1817, Milman served St. Mary's Church in Reading and St. Margaret's Church in London; 
his most illustrious church appointment was as dean of St. Paul's Cathedral, London, a position he held 
from 1849 until his death.  His finest scholarly work is his History of Latin Christianity (1854).  
Milman wrote thirteen hymns, all published in Bishop Heber's Hymns (1827). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Late_Middle_Ages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_Renaissance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHN8UAk6Yow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h6vHHbUOCQA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huqnIdca4Yk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECXWU5WEpqU
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Pilgrimages 
 

I n writing about the Litany last time, I noted that the English Litany was originally set 
forth for use in processions, and then went on to describe them as formal acts of 

worship which would often precede the Sunday Mass or could be held after some other 
service or by themselves, either in the Church or out of doors.  They served 
primarily as occasions for prayer, with the additional features of taking the prayers 
to appropriate places, and of physically involving the congregation in this act.  
Stations (pauses for prayer) such as at the font during Easter season, or at saints’ 
shrines on their feasts were common.  A pilgrimage, especially with a number of 
pilgrims, might well be described as a procession writ large.  While the stations in 
a procession would be places (usually in or near the church building involved) 
associated with the prayers offered there, pilgrims would typically travel a 
considerable distance to pray at the actual site(s) linked to a saint or event.*  Thus 
in the past few years several of us have joined in pilgrimages to the Holy Land to 
visit places associated with our Lord’s life, death, and resurrection, and other sites 
of Biblical and historical significance. 
 In fact, the earliest pilgrimages seem to have been visits to Israel beginning 

soon after Constantine legalized Christianity, and his mother’s 
(St. Helena) trip to seek out various holy places there might well 
mark the start of specifically Christian pilgrimage.  Although 
Origen, the 3rd century Christian theologian, made an earlier 
visit, also with the intent of finding places associated with Jesus’ 
ministry, it is shortly after Helena’s discoveries that we find 
regular records of pilgrimages to Jerusalem and the Holy Land.†  
Her discoveries, and her patronage led to the construction of the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem over the traditional 
birthplace of our Lord and the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in 
Jerusalem over the traditional burial place.  The traditional site 
of Calvary is now within the rebuilt church but was originally 
just outside Helena’s structure.  These churches, along with 
many additional sites such as Gethsemane and the Mount of 
Olives figure in many early pilgrimage accounts. 

A particular pilgrimage, within the general pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem, soon appeared: retracing our Lord’s last steps on the 
Via Dolorosa or Way of the Cross.  The identity and number of 

the stops has varied over the years, but the XIV stations that we follow at 
St. Paul’s on Good Friday have been customary since about 1600, though 
not officially established until 1731.  Early pilgrims often started with 
Gethsemane and Caiaphas’ house before going to Pilate’s judgment seat 
(now the usual first station) while the non-Biblical stations (including 
Veronica’s veil and Jesus’ three falls) were all later additions.  The now 
common practice of setting up images of these events in churches (or 
sometimes outdoors) was brought to Europe (and now the Americas and 
elsewhere) by the Franciscans (who also cared for the sites in Jerusalem) 
in the 15th century, allowing the traditional pilgrimage to be recalled in a 
local procession.  In 1991 Pope John Paul II approved an alternative form 
of this devotion using 14 stations but with all of them taken directly from 
the Gospels.  Like some of the early forms these begin at Gethsemane and 

replace the non-Scriptural events with related events 
(such as the promise to the repentant thief) that have not 
usually been included among these devotions 
previously.‡   
 During the Middle Ages and up to modern times 
great numbers of pilgrimage destinations grew up in the 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

“Pilgrimage” window in 
Canterbury Cathedral 

Helena of Constantinople by 

Cima da Conegliano 

Station  XII 
(Portuguese) 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cima_da_Conegliano
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Christian world.  These included tombs of saints and places where faithful people had 
experienced a vision or other manifestation of the presence of God or of a saint.  
Examples include the tombs and basilicas of Peter and Paul in Rome, the burial shrine 
of St. James in Spain, which became the most popular Christian pilgrimage in the 
world.§  Vision based sites include the 19th and 20th century apparitions in Lourdes, 
Fatima, and Medugorje.  Of interest to Anglicans are some of the pilgrimage shrines in 
England.  Thomas à Becket continues to draw pilgrims to Canterbury Cathedral even 
though the original shrine, the destination of Chaucer’s pilgrims, was torn down by 
Henry VIII.  Other English saints with well-known shrines are St. Alban (in the 
Cathedral and town of the same name), the first English Martyr; St. Swithun (in 
Winchester Cathedral); and St. Edmund (at the Cathedral in Bury St. Edmund), the 
martyr king who was killed by pagan invaders from Denmark.  The shrine of St. 
Andrew in Scotland inspired Queen St. Margaret to establish a ferry service for the aid 
of pilgrims ca. 1072 - that service lasted for nearly 900 years, until the opening of the 
Forth Road bridge in August 1964. 

Of ecumenical interest is the revived shrine of our Lady at Walsingham.  Originally 
established in the time of Edward the Confessor it became a popular 
destination throughout Europe, but was destroyed in 1538 during the 
suppression of the monasteries.  Part of the complex was an outlying 
chapel known as the Slipper Chapel where pilgrims would remove their 
shoes to complete the journey barefoot.  In 1895 it was privately 
purchased and restored for RC use, and two years later it became the site 
of an RC pilgrimage.  In 1922 Fr. Hope Patten, the Anglican Vicar of St. 
Mary’s Walsingham set up a statue (based on the mediaeval seal of the 
original shrine) in his parish church.  In 1931 a new shrine, near the 
mediaeval site, was erected to accommodate the flow of pilgrims.  
Today both sites host pilgrims, and many pilgrimages are organized to 
visit both; in addition there is now also an Orthodox chapel within the 
Anglican shrine, linking three great Christian traditions in one holy 

place.♦ 
Pilgrimages, ancient and modern, tended to mix devotion with sight-seeing and 

sometimes a bit of commerce too, but travelers always seem to collect souvenirs.  Badges, 
often of pewter or brass, were for many centuries the preferred keepsake.  Perhaps the best 
known is the scallop shell associated with St. James and worn by pilgrims to his shrine in 
Spain, but many others also can be found.  After the crusades the Jerusalem cross became 
common among Holy Land pilgrims; there are surviving badges of Thomas of Canterbury, 
St. Alban, and many others.  The National Library of the Netherlands has in its collection a 
Book of Hours with no less than 23 such badges attached to a back page.  A few other 
samples can be seen here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
* The term ‘actual sites’ may need to be taken grano cum salis: in many cases we are dealing with best guesses or 

with legendary accounts that are sometimes doubtful and more often uncertain. 
† Wikipedia, s.v. “Christian Pilgrimage”. 
‡ Wikipedia, s.v.”Stations of the Cross”. 
§ This one is a bit tricky – we know from Acts that James was martyred in Jerusalem under Herod, but a tradition 

developed in Spain that he had preached there, been called back to Jerusalem by the appearance of the Virgin 
Mary in a vision (this also provided a pilgrimage shrine), and that after his death his body was returned to Spain. 
-- Wikipedia, s.v. “James, Son of Zebedee”. 

♦ Wikipedia, s.v. “Our Lady of Walsingham”; see also Walsingham. 

(Continued from page 10) Pilgrimages 

Codex 
Calixtinus 

promotes the 
pilgrimage to 

Santiago. 

l. to r.: Becket, James, Walsingham, Jerusalem 

http://www.kb.nl/en/web-exhibitions/style-acquisitions-1991-2008/book-of-hours-with-pilgrim-badges
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_pilgrimage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stations_of_the_Cross
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=264066269
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James,_son_of_Zebedee#Spain
http://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/welcome/index.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Codex_Calixtinus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Codex_Calixtinus
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†  First Holy Communion 
 

A  sign up sheet is located on the table in the back of the church for 
any parent interested in having their child make their First Holy 

Communion.  First Holy Communion will be held on Sunday, June 1st 
during the 10:30 am service.  Fr. Joe will hold four classes on the 
following dates: Sunday, April 27, May 4, May 11 and May 18th from 
9:45 until 10:15 in the level 4 classroom. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“As they were marching out, they came upon a man of Cyrene, Simon by 

name; this man they compelled to carry his cross.”       Matthew 27:32 
 

T he Lord calls us to love God and to love our neighbor.  Every day we 

are presented with opportunities to love our neighbor and help him 

“carry his cross.”  These opportunities aren’t usually big events, they are 

usually ordinary occurrences like helping someone carry their groceries or 

holding the door open for someone.  The key is putting the other person’s 

needs before your own and not expecting anything in return. 

†  Saints of God 
 

April 10th 
 

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 
Scientist and Military Chaplain, 1955 

 

P ierre Teilhard de Chardin was a ground-breaking paleontologist and Christian mystic 
whose vision encompassed the evolution of all matter toward a final goal in which 

material and spiritual shall coincide and God shall be all in all. 
 Teilhard was born in 1881.  In 1899, he entered the Jesuit 
novitiate, moving to England in 1902 when French law 
nationalized the properties of religious orders.  After taking a 
degree in literature in 1902, he went to Egypt to teach chemistry 
in the Jesuit College in Cairo.  There he fell in love with the east.  
Teilhard moved back to England in 1908 and began to synthesize 
his already vast knowledge of evolution, philosophy and 
theology.  He was ordained priest in 1911. 
 Teilhard did research at the Natural History Museum in Paris, 
leading to the Sorbonne (University of Paris) where he completed 
his doctorate in paleontology.  He went to China where, with 
other researchers, he made public the famous “Peking Man” 
hominid in 1926.  Teilhard developed a vision of creation which 

held that evolution was the process by which matter inexorably arranges itself toward 
greater complexity until recognizable consciousness emerges.  For Teilhard, this described a 
continuing process of human evolution that moves toward a new level of consciousness in 
which the universe will come to perfect unity and find itself one with God.  God, then, is the 
highest point of pure consciousness, always “pulling” the evolutionary process towards its 
promised destiny, which he called the “Omega Point.”  Teilhard struggled with the Roman 
Church that was suspicious of his seemingly radical and heterodox writings.  He was 
forbidden to teach and had to defend himself against charges of heresy.  Teilhard remained 
loyal.  After his death, many came to recognize his vision as a deeply Christian one that 
sought to reconcile the Biblical vision of God’s final triumph over sin and disunity with the 
undeniable discoveries of evolutionary science. 

Faith is putting all your eggs in God’s basket, then counting your blessings 

before they hatch.          ~Carroll 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Palms and the Passion 
 

Matthew 21:1-11 

I n this gospel lesson Jesus comes to the holy city of Jerusalem and is hailed as the 
promised Son of David.  He has a young donkey brought to him, and, as did the kings 

of old in royal celebrations, Jesus rides on it, while the crowds spread their garments and 
branches in the way and shout in his honor.  The evangelist perceives this as a fulfillment of 
the prophet Zechariah’s words concerning the coming king.  Here is both great drama and 
irony as Jesus enters the city he would save, while the people who will soon call for his 
blood rumor it about that the prophet from Galilee has arrived. 
 Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Our reading tells of the servant who speaks for the Lord and suffers persecution, but still 
trusts in God’s help and vindication.  This is the third of the “servant songs” that come from 
a period late in Israel’s exile.  The servant might be thought to be the faithful of Israel, the 
prophet himself, or another historical or idealized figure.  The people are weary 
and tired of the Lord’s calling, but the servant steadfastly continues.  Christians 
have long perceived in these words a foretelling of Jesus’ mission. 
 Psalm 31:9-16 

A psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and protection. 
 Philippians 2:5-11 

From one of the earliest Christian hymns we hear how Christ Jesus accepted 
the condition of a servant, was obedient even to the point of death, and was 
then given the name above every name.  It is possible that this poem was 
adapted by Paul or another disciple from the hopes for a savior of a people who 
did not yet know Jesus.  He has fulfilled humanity’s dream of one who will 
share fully in the mortal condition before his exaltation.  To him every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess the great name of the Lord now known in person, Jesus. 
  The Passion According to Matthew 

Our gospel reading is the story of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples, his betrayal in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, and then his arrest and trials before the Jewish council and Pilate, 
followed by his final sufferings and death. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

D o you want to believe?  If so, let this message 

challenge you to live another way.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons. 

This took place to 

fulfill what had been 

spoken through the 

prophet. . 

http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyWk/APalmSun_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyWk/APalmSun_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyWk/APalmSun_RCL.html#PSALM2
http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyWk/APalmSun_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyWk/APalmSun_RCL.html#GOSPEL2
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Where you there when they…..? 
 

N ot 2,000 years ago, but several of us were just there a week ago.  Here 
are some pictures of what the Holy Week sights look like in 2014. 

Plans are being developed for another Holy Land pilgrimage 

in the Spring, 2015.  And a trip to Turkey & Greece following the footsteps 

of Paul & John in the Fall of 2015..  Watch for more info and details.   

†  Israel!  You’ll Never Be the Same!   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Qd-s3ES5N8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Qd-s3ES5N8
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Psalm 31:16 says “Make your face to shine upon your servant, and 
in your loving kindness save me.”  And our ever-loving God reaches 
out with all his mercy, time after time, to bring help and consolation 
to those who put their whole trust in Him and are faithful stewards 
of his blessings and gifts.  Let us pray, then, that as grateful servants, 
we daily “give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,” and truly trust 
“that His mercy endures forever.” 

Hot Stove?  Kitchen Utensils? 

W e are starting to prepare for our 

Parish Hall renovation.  If anyone 

has use for the kitchen stoves please contact 

Doug Melody.  They are free for the taking.  

Also, there will be a table in the parish hall 

with unclaimed dishes.  Any items that 

remain after April 30th will be given to 

Goodwill or discarded. 

HE LIVES! EASTER BRUNCH & EGG HUNT 

SATURDAY, APRIL 19, FROM 11AM TO 2PM! 
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 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Sunday School News: 

 

St. Paul's Annual Easter Egg Hunt - will be held on 

Saturday, April 19th at 10:00 am until 11:30.  We are 

looking for donations of individually wrapped Easter candy.  

Please place your contributions in the green buckets located in 

the back of the church and in the church school upstairs 

hallway.  We are also looking for a few volunteers to help with 

a snack for the children.  If you are able to help with snack, 

please email Heather Melody at:  

doug.heather.melody@snet.net or Lori O'Hara at 

firesign62@aol.com.  

 

We will not have Sunday School on Easter Sunday, April 

20th.  Classes will resume on Sunday, April 27th. 

Session 3 

Classes held at St. Paul’s Brookfield 

Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor 

Email Mary to sign up at maryperry2@me.com 

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and 
Strong Scripture 

Join Us As We 

Celebrate God’s 

Unfailing Love! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:doug.heather.melody@snet
mailto:firesign62@aol.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
…..St. Andrew’s, Madison; St. Mary’s, Manchester; St. Andrew’s, Marble 
Dale; All Saints’, Meriden. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Latvia; the people of Poland; and our sister and brother 
members of the Brazilian Baptist Convention (Convençäo Batista 
Brasileira). 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Non-parochial and bi-vocational priests; clergy of the Diocese whose ministries are 
carried out in other countries or dioceses. 
.….Ginny Beck for general strength and good health. 
…..Eritrea, for Eritrean Christians who flee through Egypt and are captured, tortured or 
enslaved in human trafficking. 
…..Pastor Jamie, recovering from a stroke. 
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food basket collections 
for the month of April. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Sue, healing of her kidneys. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Fr. George Hall, healing from cancer. 
 

Romans 12:12 - Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 
Things That Make You Think 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

This week the 

Wailing Wall in 

Jerusalem is be-

ing cleaned for 

Passover.  All the 

prayers are then 

taken to the 

Mount of Olives 

where they are 

buried. 

http://www.standrewsmadison.org/
http://stmarysct.org/default.asp
http://www.saintandrewsmarbledale.org/Home_Page.php
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/all-saints-episcopal-church-meriden-ct
http://www.latvia.travel/en
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
http://www.batistas.com/
http://www.batistas.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eritrea
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/loaves_fishes_hospitality_new_milford
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.euronews.com/2013/08/25/cleaning-the-western-wall-in-jerusalem/
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†  Saints of God 
 

April 10th 
 

William Law 
Priest, 1761 

 

“I f we are to follow Christ, it must be in our common way of 
spending every day.  If we are to live unto God at any time or in 

any place, we are to live unto him in all times and in all places.  If we 
are to use anything as the gift of God, we are to use everything as his 
gift.”  So wrote William Law in 1728 in A Serious Call to a Devout 
and Holy Life. 
 This quiet schoolmaster of Putney, England, could hardly be 
considered a revolutionary, yet his book had near-revolutionary 

repercussions.  His challenge to take Christian living very seriously 
received more enthusiastic response than he could ever have imagined, 

especially in the lives of Henry Venn, George Whitefield, and John Wesley, 
all of whom he strongly influenced.  More than any other man, William Law laid the 
foundation for the religious revival of the eighteenth century, the Evangelical Movement in 
England, and the Great Awakening in America. 

Law came to typify the devout parson in the eyes of many.  His life was characterized 
by simplicity, devotion, and works of charity.  Because he was a Non-Juror, who refused to 
swear allegiance to the House of Hanover, he was deprived of the usual means of making a 
living as a clergyman in the Church of England.  He therefore worked as a tutor to the father 
of Edward Gibbon, the historian, from 1727 to 1737.  He organized schools and homes for 
the poor.  He stoutly defended the Sacraments and Scriptures against attacks of the Deists.  
He spoke out eloquently against the warfare of his day.  His richly inspired sermons and 
writings have gained him a permanent place in Christian literature. 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 
 

† It Takes An Editorial 
Board 

Contributors to this 
Weeks Sword Points: 

 
Chris Barrett, Sandy 
Chaleski, Debbie 
Delaventura, Lynne 
Donnelly, Bill Loring, 

Diane Loring, 
Heather 
Melody, Beth 
Miller, 
Patrick 
O’Connors, 
Lori O’Hara, 
Linda 
Pendergast, 
Ken Perry, 

Mary Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 

Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, 

Sarah 
Shepley, Tara 

Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen & 

Gail Winkley. 

 

 

The Gopsel According to St. Pal’s 

Our clergy went to great lengths to locate liturgically correct palms 

for this Sunday! 

I   HIKED MASADA 

April Fools! 

D uring our recent trip in Jerusalem and on 
a steep hill our bus wouldn’t start.  

After our driver checked under the hood, our 
tour guide made everyone get out, “Yes, even 
the ladies,” and push so we could get it started.  
We should have checked the date first, 
because we were just a bunch of April Fools! 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

