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Dear Friends, 

O ur parish mission is "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ."  We are clear 
about that, and such vision guides how we relate to one another, the way we make 

decisions and the depth of our focus and core values. 

Our spiritual community is made up of diverse and varied moments of change underway 
internally and externally, all the while held in God's changelessness.  Knowing this, and 
through such eternal security, we can lean into the next era with increasing abandonment 
of self by pouring ourselves out for one another today.  Consider the following from 
Philippians (2:5-7): 

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

Who, being in very nature did not consider equality with God something to be used to 
his own advantage; 

rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant. 

Change comes, whether we are ready or not.  Thankfully, we are ready for, and 
passionately engaged in, transformation.  With Christ as our guide, we are beholding 
unstoppable glory, and each and everyone of us are part of the whole work of God made 
manifest among us.  Together, we change, we grow, we become fully alive.  And it 
begins with our surrender to Christ's self-giving love. 

Faithfully, 

† Memorial Day Outreach 

T his Sunday and for the next couple of weeks after each service there will be 

donation sign ups in the Guild Room for this year’s Memorial Day Outreach!  

Join us at 1:00 pm on May 25th.  This is a perfect way for Saint Paul’s to share the 

love of Jesus with the community in a casual and fun way.  Please sign up to donate 

Hot Dogs, Cookies or Lemonade.  Contact Preston Powell for more information.  

Thanks! 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  It’s Here - Women of the Bible - Life Changing Event! 
 

L ydia is a Devil Wear's Prada classic fashionista wearing purple hipster are 
great events to bring friends, seekers, and mature believers.  The format is 

flexible enough that attendees are welcome to come to all or a portion of the weekend.  Join 
us!  

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 15 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team Meeting, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May 17 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Guild Room 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, May 18 - Fifth Sunday of Easter 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:45 am - 1st Communion Class, Level 4 Class Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

Tue, May 20 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Wed, May 21 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

Thu, May 22 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May 24 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Guild Room 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, May 25 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   1:00 pm - Memorial Day Outreach 

† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign continues on Sunday. 

 Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting 

women during unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material 

assistance for the care of the newborn, such as cribs, clothing, 

diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers counseling, support, 

and more recently ultrasounds performed on newly pregnant 

women by an Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer post-

abortion counseling to women of any age. 

St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change for 

Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are baby bottles at the 

back of the church and in the Guild Room that we ask you to 

please fill with your loose change and bills and return on Father’s Day. 

For more information, contact: Joyce Sarver or Bonnie Wanzer. 

C hrist is described as the head and 
cornerstone, and we are urged to come 

to Him as living stones to be built into a 
spiritual house.  How solid is your spiritual 
house?  As a steward, do your holy habits 
create a haven for God to inhabit and work 
through?  Is Christ the cornerstone reflected 
to others through the mirror of your life? 
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OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessingitnessingitnessing   

thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

I n seventy days the Youth Group departs 
on their summer mission trip to 

Washington DC.  Once again we will partner 
with YouthWorks, spending the week 
working with local ministries and 
organizations to “Be Like Jesus” to those in 
need in our nation’s capital.  Check out 
Sword Points each week for more 
information on what we’ll be doing, and 
who the students are that will be on a 
mission this summer. 

 

 

J esus has been spotted on the steps of Christ Church, East Nor-

walk.  Where will he go next?  This sculpture will move 

around the Episcopal Church in Connecticut to raise awareness 

of, and serve as an icon for, the hungry and homeless.  So far, 

next stops include Ridgefield, Weston, Windsor, Fairfield and 

who knows where else. 

 "While Canon Pat was at the front doors of the church this 

morning, she met a young man who had stopped by with his 

mother during the Easter Egg Hunt.  He wasn't there to hunt for 

eggs; he wished to see Jesus. (The young man had seen the 

sculpture while driving by yesterday, and was intrigued.) He sat for a moment, 

to have a chat with Jesus on the front steps, as his mother read from Matthew 

25:37-40.  Before leaving, he snapped a photo of the face of a suffering savior." 

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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Crocker 

Hall 

Renovations 

Safety is of 

the utmost 

importance. 

The doors to 

the construc-

tion zone will 

be locked dur-

ing the work. 

Please do 

not contact 

the construc-

tion crew, nor 

attempt to en-

ter the site at 

any time.  
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A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s 

donates gift cards and non-

perishable items to six area food pantries.  

The non-perishable 

items are provided 

by our generous 

congregation and are 

truly appreciated.  

Donations for the 

food pantry can be left in the basket at the 

back of the church.  Delivery is made to one 

food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

May 15th 

Saints Andronicus and Junia, Apostles 
 

 

A t the end of his epistle to the Romans, Paul sends his personal greetings. He 
particularly asks his correspondents to “Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives 

and prison companions; they are notable Apostles, and they were in Christ before me” (Rm. 
16:7).  

In 1 Cor. 15:7 Paul says that the Risen Christ appeared to the Twelve and “all the 
Apostles.”  That is probably when Christ commissioned these Jewish Christians and “sent 

them out” as Apostles to evangelize in the 
earliest days of the Church.  Although we do 
not know how they were related to each 
other, this man and woman ministered 
together through the years.  They are 
“confessors” because they kept the faith 
despite suffering imprisonment.  Paul deeply 
valued and defended his own responsibility, 
standing, and ministry as an Apostle, so it is 
high praise for him to write that these two 
Apostles were notable or outstanding. 
 John Chrysostom wrote about them, 
praising Junia as a woman and as an Apostle.  
In about 608 they were canonized by the 
patriarch of Constantinople, where a church 
was built in their honor.  Since then their 
feast day has been celebrated on May 17 by 
all those, Orthodox and Catholic, who follow 
the Eastern Rite.  Throughout the centuries, 
iconographers have continued to ‘write’ their 
icons. 

In the ninth century St. Joseph the Hymnographer penned a liturgical hymn that includes 
these words: 

 

With piety we will honor the bright stars and holy 
Apostles Junia and the God-inspired Andronicus. 
The blessed Paul proclaims you both as truly distinguished 
Among the Apostles, and blessed in the Church. 
 

Apostles, confessors, and canonized saints - these titles make an impressive description, 
but the central fact Paul mentions is that they were in Christ: they were baptized disciples.  
By our baptism we, too, are called to holiness and faithfulness, to work with both women 
and men in the Church, to take a role in evangelism, and to serve “the least of our brothers 
and sisters,” following their example. 
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Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing nametags were to 
them in assimilating into our congregation.  Please continue to be courteous to 
fellow parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them 
and by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Overtaken By Grief? 
 

I f you are, how do you get over it? 
It’s the normal response to the loss of someone important to you.  We know it’s a 

natural part of life.  But still, it‘s difficult to deal with. 
First, you must accept the fact that the loved one is really gone. 
One of my friends lost her fiancé in a plane crash years ago while she was still in 

college.  She says she stayed with his mother all summer long but really didn’t know why.  
Then, she realized that she still believed her fiancé was going to come back and was sure 
that when he did, it would be to his 
mother’s.  Once she admitted to herself 
he was never going to come back, she 
was able to pass step one, and she went 
home. 

Next, allow yourself to feel the pain. 
If you’re young the pain is probably 

mostly emotional.  For seniors, the pain 
can be both physical and emotional.  The 
fight or flight system kicks in and the 
adrenalin system isn’t as flexible as it 
once was.  Your body’s not sure what to 
do.  Some people try to avoid the pain by 
being busy or traveling.  Others use drugs 
or alcohol.  But, we’re told, feeling the 
pain is an important step toward healing.  
Be good to yourself.  It takes time.  And 
you’ll always have the good memories. 

If it’s someone you love who’s in 
pain, treat them the way you would someone who’s depressed.  Let them talk.  Listen.  Try 
to give them a change of scenery, opportunities for joy.  Get a professional diagnosis, if 
necessary, and professional treatment, if you can. 

You have to learn to live without the deceased. 
It’s tough to lose someone.  It’s worse when a spouse dies and we lose a big part of our 

lifestyle.  We miss the companion, dear friend, sexual partner, soul mate, and fellow parent 
or grandparent.  Part of grieving will naturally include missing the parts of life that are gone 
forever because your spouse is not here. 

To heal you will need to shift your focus to include other people and other activities.  
Try lots of things.  You might find something you like.  Volunteering, helping others, helps, 
I’m told. 

Find a safe place in your heart for your loved one and allow yourself to move on. 
Learn to cherish the memory without letting it control you.  You can begin to find joy in 

new experiences and take comfort in the knowledge that you keep your cherished memories 
with you wherever you go. 

Figure out what to do with all the love you feel for the person who’s gone. 
Life became much more bearable for me once I realized I didn’t have to stop loving my 

husband who died four years ago because he’s no longer here.  When I remember 
something we did together or something he said, I send a loving thought and know that I am 
loved in return. 

I resolved things by taking a page from Isaac Asimov’s The Gods Themselves and 
realize that I am not just me, Norma Nixon, but, in fact, am the two of us.  Thus I’m proud 
to be known as Norma Nixon Schofield.  So far I’ve been able to find comfort in this and 
the strength to continue on in my journey. - Norma Nixon Schofield 
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† Vestry Meeting 
April 9th 

Opening: Fr. Shepley led the meeting 
which started at 7:30.  Pat Jennings led a 
Bible Study on baptism and the great 
commission, reflecting on the recent group 
who traveled to Israel and were baptized in 
the Jordan by Fr. Shepley.  She then showed 
a film of their baptism.  The March minutes 
were approved as circulated. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Income was down 
$19,421 in the 1st Qtr of 2014 from the 1st 
Qtr of 2013, noting that Easter was in the 1st 
Qtr 2013.  Endowments are up $26,000 for 
the 1st Qtr 2014.  The Capital Building fund 
will have a balance of $315,000 be the end 
of April. 

Committee Reports: Building 
Committee: Bonnie Wanzer reported that the 
Committee met with the builder on April 2nd 
to plan for the start date of May 5th.  The 
kitchen is being cleared out in preparation.  
Both restrooms in the wing will be 
designated for men or women.  We will be 
changing out the commodes to handicap 
height and placing grab bars in the stalls and 
locks on the doors.  All housekeeping items 
for construction were gone over. 

Property Committee: Bonnie Wanzer 
reported that bids for roofing and gutters on 
both the wing and main building are being 
collected.  Window wells will be cleaned out 
in the spring.  The thermostat in the Guild 
Room will be moved upstairs.  The driveway 
needs repair, the cracks will be sealed in the 

summer. 
Stephen Ministry: Pat 

Jennings reported Stephen 
Ministry will be having a training class in 
September. She would like all church leaders 
to give prayerful consideration to becoming 
Stephen Ministers.  If you know anyone who 
is interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, 
please let Pat know.  Publicity is in place for 
the Women’s Retreat  to be held May 2nd & 
May 3rd.  Deanne Hobson did a great job 
with publicity.  Alpha was a great success.  
Thank you to Tara, and all who helped, for 
all your hard work.  Mission, Healing Team, 
Evangelism and Health and Fitness reports 
attached to minutes. 

 

Rector’s Report: Fr. Shepley thanked 
us for hosting Bishop Curry.  There are many 
Holy Week services, please attend as many 
as possible.  There will be three services on 
Easter, 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30.  It was a 
wonderful trip to Israel, he is glad to be back. 

 

Old Business: There was no old business. 
 

New Business: Pat Jennings would like to 
see the Vestry have a plan in place to shelter 
parishioners who need temporary shelter.  
Some suggestions: Have a list of 
parishioners available to shelter a parishioner 
for one or two nights, more if necessary.  
Make provisions to pay for shelter at the 
Oratory. 

Use 211 for information on shelter 
provided by the United Way.  Hearts to 
Hands will be working on these concerns. 

 

Closing: Mary Perry closed the meeting 
with prayer at 8:45. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
Push the Start Button for your special Happy Birthday video. 

 

D avid Hock, Jack Powell & Pamela Franklin-

Koniecki celebrate today!  Friday is the big day 

for Mason Sampson.  Fr. Loring 

will be blowing out candles on Saturday.  

Austin Castner will be opening presents 

on Monday.  Christine Domareck will be a 

year older and wiser on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone!    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyL37iBNJx0
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Christ is Made the Sure Foundation 
Gradual Thou Art the Way, to Thee Alone 
Offertory How Great Thou Art 
Closing Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 

How Great Thou Art 
 

T he hymn How Great Thou Art traveled a long road before it ended up a favorite 
addition to English hymnals.  The original version was a poem written by a Swedish 

pastor, Reverend Carl Boberg in 1886, and entitled O Stor Gud.  Boberg published the 
poem in his periodical Sanningsvittnet.  Several years later he was surprised and delighted 

to hear his poem being sung by a church congregation, to the tune of an 
old Swedish folk melody. 
 Boberg's poem was soon thereafter translated into German by Manfred 
von Glehn, who entitled it Wie gross bist Du.  In 1925, an American 
Reverend E. Gustav Johnson translated the Swedish poem into an English 
version that is somewhat different than the one popular today.  For 
instance, the first line of Johnson's hymn reads Oh mighty God, when I 
behold the wonder. 
In 1927, I.S. Prokanoff translated Glehn's German version into Russian, to 
be enjoyed by that culture also.  Throughout all of these translations, the 

original Swedish folk tune remained the same. 
In 1933, English missionaries to the Ukraine, Reverend and Mrs. Stuart K. Hine heard 

the song for the first time, fell in love with it and sang it often throughout their missionary 
journeys.  As they traveled the Carpathian Mountains, the couple was inspired by the 
incredible beauty to translate the first three verses of the song into English.  When WWII 
broke out in 1939, the Hines returned to England carrying How Great Thou Art to its new 
home.  After the war they wrote the fourth verse and arranged the original Swedish folk 
tune to be published in English hymnals. 

In the 1950s, the song was copyrighted and widely published in America, becoming 
more and more popular.  When George Beverly Shay and the Billy Graham gospel choir, 
directed by Cliff Barrows, began to sing the song at virtually every crusade event, How 
Great Thou Art soon became one of the most recognized songs around the world.  It was 
also recorded by several popular artists, including Elvis Presley.  A poll conducted by the 
Christian Herald magazine in 1974 named How Great Thou Art the most popular hymn in 
America. 

Camp Washington Seeks Board of Directors 
 

C amp Washington is seeking nominations for their Board 

of Directors who will help redefine, develop and support 

life changing experiences at the camp.  The Board manages the 

business affairs and property of Camp Washington and is 

responsible for strategic planning.  One of the first 

responsibilities of the newly reconstituted Board will be to hire 

an Executive Director to succeed Jean Handler who is retiring 

after 16 years of service. 

 

This new Board will build on the 97-year tradition of Camp 

Washington and will help enable others to experience love, faith, the gifts of nature, and 

God's presence through the resources of Camp Washington.  The Board needs energetic 

members with skills of leadership and a desire to facilitate transformation.  For further 

information or to apply, click here.  Questions may be directed to Bishop Jim Curry at 

jcurry@ctdiocese.org. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xb6UxYXVG9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qgz9MEd3Utc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yQPce84RC8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6i6NrqCfLTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsrEscUUNMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yQPce84RC8
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZkwN9sHwxYfHpAbYQl6Pog145zCuvKU91f09Z7TG52TO3F23j5FuS2CeHG8cK-yyGNg_iwEAv9KSt8heOO-VQRI2b-RBtBKRcbtSM96MHmdZ9kAnn_8EoAx410eZ7S9I5AxmTl_NKeKdWtQp065M9Oz4FUGAWsElXbZe4egvJFmvkb6ByTQruOdMONirsFAB2QDF7vLylGTCNgvayhr0RfmqKq7bFAZtX3A
mailto:jcurry@ctdiocese.org
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†  Jerusalem - Present for Eternity   

†  Everything You Wanted to Know About the Stoning 
of St. Stephen & More... 

 

A s we looked through the first reading for this Sunday, we recalled some of the sites 
and things we learned during our pilgrimages to the Holy Land and about the 

stoning of Stephen, the first Christian martyr.  No doubt you have some kind of mental 
image of how this took place. 

 The current Old City of Jerusalem has eight gates.  One that we visited was 
the Lion’s Gate, a portal named after a pair of ferocious - looking animal 
carvings that flank it.  (Actually they are tigers, the heraldic symbol of the 13th 
century Sultan Beybars.)  This entry is 
also called St. Stephen’s Gate because 
of tradition that says Stephen was 
stoned nearby.  One place we did not 
visit is the Church of St. Stephen, the 
reputed site of the stoning. 
 Stoning as a form of capital 
punishment has a long history and is 
deeply rooted in  Judism.  Certainly 
there were mob stonings, but as we sort 
out the story of Stephen’s martyrdom 
there are several key elements we need 
to keep in mind. 
 The Sanhedrin was the great 
protector of Jewish law which saw God as the final arbiter in the use of capital 

punishment.  Nonetheless it was acceptable for certain types of sin.  Blasphemy was one of 
them.  In rabbinic law, capital punishment may only be inflicted by the verdict of a regularly 
constituted court of 23 qualified members.  Most of the 7th Chapter of Acts is St. Stephen’s 
long speech to the Sanhedrin.  As Stephen denounces his listeners, he claims that he sees 
Jesus standing by the side of God.  That qualified as blasphemy without a doubt. 

We get further clues as the passage continues they “cast him out of the city,” since 
crucifixions and stonings were not done within city walls.  And “the witnesses laid down 
their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul.”  Witnesses, whose duty it was to 
start the capital punishment and the presence of Saul who represented the Romans would 
seem to indicate this wasn’t a mob action. 

In theory, the Jewish method of how stoning is to be carried out differs from mob 
stoning.  After the Jewish criminal has been determined as guilty before the Great 
Sanhedrin, the two valid witnesses and the sentenced criminal go to the edge of a two story 
building of cliff.  From there the two witnesses are to push the criminal off the roof.  The 
two-story height is chosen as this height is estimated to effect a quick and painless demise 
but is not so high that the body will become dismembered.  After the criminal has fallen, the 
two witnesses are to drop a large boulder onto the criminal - requiring both of the witnesses 
to lift the boulder together.  If the criminal did not die from the fall or from the crushing of 
the large boulder, then any people in the surrounding area are to quickly cause him to die by 
stoning with whatever rocks they can find. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3n9jBJY6aA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3n9jBJY6aA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanhedrin
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†  Stephen and the Dispute before Sanhedrin 

between 1447 and 1451 
Angelico, fra, approximately 1395-1455 

 

T he artist and Dominican friar posthumously called Fra Angelico was known for 
most of his life as Fra Giovanni, the name he chose when he joined the convent of 

San Domenico in Fiesole.  Not long after his death in 1455, he was praised as "the Angelic 
Painter," elevating him to the status of the great Dominican theologian Thomas Aquinas, 
called the "Angelic Doctor."  His life and work have been celebrated for centuries, yet only 
recently has Fra Angelico's fundamental 
importance in the development of 
European painting been fully appreciated.  

The Niccoline Chapel is a chapel in the 
Apostolic Palace in Vatican City.  It is 
especially notable for its fresco paintings 
by Fra Angelico (1447–1451) and his 
assistants, who may have executed much 
of the actual work. 

The chapel is located in the Tower of 
Innocent III, in the most ancient part of the 
Apostolic Palace.  The walls were 
decorated by Fra Angelico with images of 
two of the earliest Christian martyrs; the 
upper level has Episodes from the Life of 
St. Stephen.  The purpose of these Roman 
frescoes was narrative, and to assist in the 
telling of his story Angelico used a 
richness of detail, multiformity of incident, 
number of figures and wealth of color 
which has no parallel in the earlier work. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostolic_Palace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fra_Angelico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Innocent_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Stephen
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

The Easter Gospels 
 

T he Church of St. Mary the Virgin in New York City is well 
known as a bastion of the Anglo-Catholic movement - and was 

in its early years regarded with some suspicion in the Episcopal Church 
at large.  In the last half-century or so, however, St. Mary’s has moved 
incrementally towards the Anglican center, while the Anglican center 
has in some ways moved very substantially in an Anglo-Catholic 

direction;* and in the process St. Mary’s has become a place 
of influence in the Church. 
 While I am happy to give them a plug, I say all this to call attention to their 
weekly newsletter and the scholarly articles by Fr, Gerth, the Rector with which it 
begins.  In two recent issues he comments on a change in the Gospels for Easter 
Day that had just caught his attention (and that I too had failed to note).  Prior to 
our adoption of the Revised Common Lectionary (allowed for Trial Use in 2003 
and official in 2006) none of our Prayer Books (not even 1979) nor the earlier pre-
Reformation services included any appearance of the Risen Christ in any of the 
Gospel readings appointed for the day. †  I agree with Fr. Gerth that this leaves the 
typical Easter worshipper with a limited view of the Resurrection and that this is a 
problem - especially in an age when so many Easter worshippers don’t come back 
until Christmas. 

I wonder, though, if we go back some 1500 years to when the lectionary was taking 
shape there might not have been a valid 
reason for this arrangement.  Then, as now, 
the Gospels for the rest of Easter week and at 
least one of the following Sundays all spoke 
directly of Jesus’ resurrection appearances, 
and if there was also more of an expectation 
that most Easter worshippers would also be 
around to hear at least one or two of these 
follow-up readings, then a different logic 
might apply.  All of the disciples heard about 
the Resurrection, either from the angels at the 
tomb, or from other disciples, before they had 
any direct experience of his risen presence.  
Even Mary Magdalene, according to John 
(Matthew adds another Mary) the first to see him, only had that experience because she 
waited around at the tomb after hearing of the Resurrection. 

From this viewpoint the traditional arrangement of the lectionary closely approximates 
the actual experience of those early followers: hearing the news, wrestling with it (and not 
really absorbing it), and then after having the experience of seeing him, and talking to him, 
finally reaching the conviction of a living faith in a living Lord. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
______________________________________________________ 
* For example Eucharistic vestments and the Eucharist tself as 
the main Sunday service were rare in my youth but have become 
commonplace. 

† Actually Fr. Gerth missed one option from the 1979 Prayer 
Book: If a church had an evening mass on Easter Day the story of 
Jesus meeting the two disciples on the Emmaus road (Luke 24:13-
35) but it seems to be rarely used, and was not used on Easter Day 
in earlier Prayer Book lectionaries. 

†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more 
highly than we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for 

others, that the cause of Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://www.stmvirgin.org/angelusnewsletter
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=267123467
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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 †  Spring Carbonara 

Directions: 
 Simmer the peas in salted water for 5 
minutes; drain and reserve. 

Bring a large pot of water to a boil for the 
pasta; add salt and cook the pasta to al dente. 

Meanwhile, heat 3 tablespoons EVOO, three turns of the 
pan, in a large skillet over medium heat.  Add the bacon 
or pancetta and render to crisp.  Add lots of pepper, garlic 
and the whites of the onions and stir for 2-3 minutes.  Add 
the wine and zest. 

When the pasta is about done, reserve 1/2 cup of the 
starchy cooking water.  Add another 1/4 cup of the 
starchy cooking water to the egg yolks and beat to temper 
the eggs. 

Add the onion greens and parsley to sauce.  Drain the 
pasta and add it to the sauce.  Pour the eggs over top and 
add half of the cheeses; toss for 1-2 minutes to combine 
(use a little starchy cooking water if pasta tightens up too 
much before glossy coating forms).  Top with the 
remaining cheese and serve immediately. 

Makes 4 servings. 
    Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
1 cup freshly shelled peas 
Salt 
1 pound egg tagliatelle 
3 tablespoons extra virgin olive 

oil (EVOO) 
1/3 pound uncured bacon or 

pancetta, chopped or sliced 
Freshly ground black pepper 
4 cloves garlic, very thinly sliced 

or chopped 
4 spring onions with green tops 

or 1 bunch scallions, trimmed 
and thinly sliced 

1/2 cup white wine 
1 tablespoon lemon zest 
1/2 cup flat leaf parsley tops, 

finely chopped 
3 organic egg yolks 
1/2 cup grated Pecorino Romano 

cheese 
1/2 cup grated Grana Padano 

cheese or Parmigiano 
Reggiano cheese 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“The very stone which the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone.” 1 Peter 2:7 
 

E veryone is given unique gifts.  Many people are able to recognize 
their talents and abilities, but there are many people who are unsure 

of their gifts.  This may make them feel worthless.  If you know 
someone who is struggling for a direction in life, give them a little 
encouragement.  Help them discern how they might use their skills. 

†  The Gift of Life 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”   Ephesians 2:10 

 

D o you think your life on this earth is by happenstance?  It is no coincidence that you 
were born.  God chose you before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4).  

Isn’t that incredible?  God Almighty, your Heavenly Father, desired YOU and created YOU 
for such a time as this.  Our Lord God Almighty has blessed you and I with the gift of life.  
It is a gift that He gave us both in the natural and in the spiritual.  Our Father gave us 
physical birth in our flesh and we also received life in the spirit when His Son Jesus Christ 
gave His life for us, and we received Him into our hearts as Lord and Savior. 

God has been lovingly and intimately involved in your life, right from the start.  Here 
are just a few scripture verses that describe the miracle of the life that the Lord gave you and 
me: 

“For You formed my inward parts: You wove me in my mother’s womb.” Psalm 139:13 
“Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book were all written the 

days that were ordained for me, when as yet there were not one of them.” Psalm 139:16 
“Your hands made me and fashioned me; Give me understanding that I may learn Your 

commandments.” Psalm 119:73 
And once you were born, your Father in heaven did not leave you to walk through life 

alone.  For God promised that He will never abandon you, for He says to you “I will never 
leave you nor forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5 

For God so loved you that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.  John 3:16 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God.  Ephesians 2:8 
 Jesus speaks these words to you; “I have come that 
you may have life, and that you may have it more 
abundantly.”  John 10:10 
 Therefore, since you are in Christ, you are a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new.  2 Corinthians 5:17 
 And, the Lord will see you through to completion, 
for, “He who has begun a good work in you will 
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 
1:6. 
 Receive these words of life into your heart and 
time this day to give your Heavenly Father thanks and 
praise for giving you the gift of life! 

'Giving is true having, as the old gravestone said of the dead man, 

“What I spent I had, what I saved I lost, what I gave I 

have.”'      - Charles Spurgeon 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

The Way, the Truth, and the Life 
 

 Acts 7:55-60  

A  deacon of the church, Stephen, preaches salvation history before the high priest 
and the council, culminating in a vision of Jesus standing at God’s right hand.  

Those gathered are so provoked by this testimony that, enraged, they drag him from the city 
and stone him to death.  Those stoning Stephen lay their cloaks at the feet of a young man 
named Saul, who will later become the apostle Paul.  Stephen prays to 
God to forgive those putting him to death, as did Jesus from the cross. 

 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
A psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and 

protection. 
 1 Peter 2:2-10  
This reading presents a series of images from the Old Testament, 

describing Christians as a chosen people called by God to God’s service.  
It is possible that the passage was once used during an Easter season 
baptismal liturgy.  Newborn disciples are to purify themselves and, as 
living stones, to join themselves to Jesus, the rejected one, who now is the 
cornerstone of the spiritual temple.  They are the new Israel, called out of 
darkness into light. 

 John 14:1-14  
In our gospel passage Jesus speaks with his disciples shortly before his 

passion and tells them that he is the way, the truth, and the life.  He is the 
way because he himself is going the way of the sacrifice of his death, so 
to prepare a place for his disciples.  In this way followers will discover the truth that Jesus 
so intimately reflects the character of God that those who have seen him have seen the 
Father.  All who come to the Father through Jesus will find true life. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

J esus is the good shepherd.  Who is your good 

shepherd?  Where do you go to get fed?  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 

sermon archives as well. 

John 14:10 

 Don’t you believe that I am in 

the Father, and that the 

Father is in me?  The words I 

say to you I do not speak on 

my own authority.  Rather, it is 

the Father, living in me, who is 

doing his work.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster5_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster5_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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 Bill & Cathy Schrull are 

heading back to Tanzania 

You can follow them on their 

blogs by clicking here and here. 

http://tzblog.schrull.us/
http://trips.schrull.us/
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 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Session 3 

Classes held at St. Paul’s Brookfield 

Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor 

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong 
Scripture 

Join Us As We 

Celebrate God’s 

Unfailing Love! 

A t the direction of the 229th Annual Convention of the Episcopal 
Church in Connecticut, a committee was formed to begin the 

work of re-imagining what the Episcopal Church could look like in 
Connecticut in the future--from how we relate to one another as 

individuals and worshiping communities to the structures and 
governance of our common life and resources. 
This is incredibly important work leading up to this year's 
Annual Convention and it will inform a significant portion of 
our work and time at Convention.  Therefore, delegates, 
clergy, and parishioners are strongly encouraged to 
participate in one of the upcoming listening sessions, where 
your input and wisdom to help shape the work and outcome of 

this process will be solicited. 
Listening Sessions will all take place on Wednesday, May 28 from 

7-9 pm at the locations listed.  Let us know that you are coming by 
registering for free at trec-ct.eventbrite.com. 

Grace Church, Old Saybrook     Trinity Church, Torrington 
Grace and St. Peter's, Hamden     St. John's, Vernon 

Christ and Holy Trinity, Westport 
The Commons (new office of the Diocese), Meriden (you 

will have the option to participate in this session electronically) 
The TREC-CT committee prepared an introductory 

document, which gives background on the history of the 
Episcopal Church in our state and the unfolding changes to how 
we order and govern our common lives through the years.  
Please take a moment to look it over and share it as you see fit. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lBc2uPb14ciFPiYsynhiZT1ckxPkN64PoDfbeqcdznLsBwhjK5_j0tlGYAdHP9oa1StYCIWEPiwnBVmYKp0eIh3GwLPqQcGOo0CEpmYSY-7YCzZXbRMybB05YYH162Af0KZSTRM5V5774rz9l8aX6e0vm6qQgL8PSy9jo0lAjwz6nB18uzAlNHBJ3NCg4XXk_yWLbQk4gjJzsVSZyS8ZwHzt0P6ZI4IC_34b
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lBc2uPb14chrVQuKzv7ZJPsKTUjiHM6htcW0pofSbUibGeTr41E_NGctgtxHdfTBmSnCzRGTysXjSOPqQpH9wht5pfAKjPHTPD3cxOUp5nE7G3nWL9zuCTn_ye9EnN7YO-M4cCn8IptL4wpfzkLe5vK5gKWb-Li6Ft7Mw-SSQ9gkAcdPJMPOKAf4GYSaJODxPpyGuhhi3-FVc09gyGr34A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lBc2uPb14chrVQuKzv7ZJPsKTUjiHM6htcW0pofSbUibGeTr41E_NGctgtxHdfTBmSnCzRGTysXjSOPqQpH9wht5pfAKjPHTPD3cxOUp5nE7G3nWL9zuCTn_ye9EnN7YO-M4cCn8IptL4wpfzkLe5vK5gKWb-Li6Ft7Mw-SSQ9gkAcdPJMPOKAf4GYSaJODxPpyGuhhi3-FVc09gyGr34A==
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
…..St. Andrew’s, New Haven; St. James’, New Haven; St. John’s, New 
Haven; St. Luke’s, New Haven. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Netherlands Antilles; the people of Thailand; and our sister 
and brother members of the Methodist Church of Great Britain. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Camp Washington: staff, counselors, and campers. 
.….Ginny Beck for general strength and good health. 
…..Iran, for Christians in Tehran who are tracked by authorities that demand church 
membership lists. 
…..Pastor Jamie, recovering from a stroke. 
…..Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the 
recipient of our food basket collections for 
the month of May. 
…..Allison & Paul, preparing for their 
marriage on June 7th. 
…..Sue, healing of her kidneys. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN 
peacekeeping service. 
…..John Mainhart, continued healing from 
leukemia. 
…..Jean Stauffer, healing of back surgery. 
…..Fr. George Hall, healing from cancer. 
…..Peace in Nigeria and the safe return of 
the kidnapped school girls. 
…..Pray with us for the people of Soma, 
Turkey where a mine explosion has 
devastated the community.  
…..Peace in South Sudan. 
 
Romans 12:12 - Be joyful in hope, patient 

in affliction, faithful in prayer. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like      Things That Make You 
Think……Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

S chedule Change - House of Prayer will 

meet every Saturday from 11 am to 

12:30 noon right after PraiseMoves, starting 

this Saturday May 10th.  We will offer pray-

er to all who come to the sanctuary at this 

time on Saturdays.  

http://www.standrewsnewhallville.org/
http://stjamesnewhaven.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-johns-episcopal-church-new-haven-ct
http://www.stlukeschurchnewhaven.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands_Antilles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thailand
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist_Church_of_Great_Britain
http://www.campwashington.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
http://www.brookfieldct.gov/pages/BrookfieldCT_Social/food
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
Sandy Chadwick, Sandy Chaleski, Debbie 
Delaventura, Lynne Donnelly, Steve Hemming, 

Carolyn Legg, Bill Loring, 
Diane Loring, Heather 
Melody, Beth Miller, Patrick 
O’Connors, Lori O’Hara, 
Rachel O’Hara, Linda 
Pendergast, Ken Perry, Mary 

Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Preston 
Powell, Norma 

Schofield, 
Joe Shepley, 
Tara 
Shepley, 
David Szen, 
Pam Szen, 
& Bonnie 
Wanzer. 

 

I con of St. Arbucks, patron saint of the coffee hour 
and coffee drinkers.  It is said that he once 

survived for an entire year, consuming nothing except 
the eighth sacrament! 

Cleared for 

Landing 

   Sandy Chadwick 

took this picture of 

goldfinches at her 

backyard bird 

feeder. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

