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†  Masai Mission 
 

A  really surprising thing I witnessed with the kids was their apprehension and 
shyness in a classroom setting.  I heard that back in their schools teachers often 

beat their students sometimes without reason so the teachers at camp try to show the kids 
that they won't be beaten and can say right or wrong answers.  But in order to get to this 
stage they first have to get over the shyness.  You'll be happy to know that I used my little 
blue ball we bought and taught them an introduction game where the kids would have to 
introduce themselves and act out their favorite animal.  Almost every kid either had his 

body tilted away from everyone or had his hands in his 
mouth or completely covering his/her face.  When they 
spoke it was so quiet that I don't think a mouse would 
have heard it.  For the first two days the kids were 
paralyzed in fear and shyness and it was so weird for 
me to see.  They were at the point where they couldn't 
function as human beings in front of an audience and 
one kid even started crying because he couldn't even 
say his name or what his favorite animal was in front 
of the other kids.  Remember when I said that I did 
small minor 
things to help 
the kids?  
Well I've 

begun to realize that these are really big things 
because I am helping them overcome their shyness 
by interacting with them and I have been offering 
myself to them as a friend and a protector (e.g., 
against the thorn branches as we pass under them 
in the truck).  I've realized that they are in this 
figurative darkness of fear and shyness and need a 
figurative light to show them friendship and 
kindness.  It's made me realize that just getting 
them to laugh and helping them carry their things 
is something huge that I can do.  It has been fun to 
see the walls of fear vanish and to connect with the 
kids.  They really like my iPhone and camera and 
looking at all the pictures.  Some of them try to 
teach me Swahili and I teach them English.  My 
vocabulary has grown exponentially from last 
week.  They say that you learn how to speak 
Swahili first by learning the words so I am doing 
my best.  One thing that's made me laugh inside 
was the inability to escape some sort of population 
of female admirers.  The camp is helped out by the 
town scholars who are really just kids who made it 
to high school and the two scholar girls have taken 
a liking to me, I think.  They were interested in 
feeling my hair on my head, saying it felt like a 
cat!  :)  – David Shepley 

“So I was given a chicken as a 

present for helping some students 

work on their school project, but I 

never got to enjoy it!  Staff said that 

they found the feathers outside and 

that’s it.  A wild animal ate my gift!” 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Being A 

Know Nothing 
Church 

 
"When I came among 

you I determined to 

know nothing but 

Jesus Christ and him 

crucified." 

(1 Corinthians 2:2) 

 

Dear Friends, 

W hat makes a church a force to be reckoned with and able to remain firm in the 

storms of life?  Is it how many people are on the parish rolls?  Is it how much 

money is in the endowment?  Is it how culturally relevant the programming is?  No.  It is the 

faithful preaching of the Gospel coupled with lives lifting up the Savior that gives the church 

life- transforming power.  Forgiveness, restoration and the assurance of God's saving love in 

Jesus is hope that endures in every age. 

Churches that exposit God’s word and preach the unique and salvific nature of Jesus 

Christ crucified possess the counter-culture bona fides to stand up to whatever challenges the 

world presents.  Churches that call upon the Spirit of truth to lead them find the path ahead 

illumined and hearts set ablaze in God's love. 

We are called by God to be this kind of church, and by grace, so we are.  May Christ be 

our compass as we journey on together, always loving as Jesus commanded us to do, always 

holding hope beneath the cross. 

Faithfully, 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Ju1 10 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 

Sat, Jul 12 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Guild Room 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Ju1 13 - Fifth Sunday after PentecostFifth Sunday after PentecostFifth Sunday after Pentecost 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   12:00 pm - Parish Picnic 

Tue, Jul 15 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Wed, Jul 16 10:00 am -Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

Thu, Ju1 17 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

Sat, Jul 19 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Perry Home 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Guild Room 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Jul 20 - Sixth Sunday after PentecostSixth Sunday after PentecostSixth Sunday after Pentecost 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 
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Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing nametags were to 
them in assimilating into our congregation.  Please continue to be courteous to 
fellow parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them 
and by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  St. Paul’s Women’s Evening Ministry 
 

Please join us this July and August for Bible study and fellowship 
We are meeting on four Mondays: July 7th, July 21st, August 11th and August 25th 

 

"Choose Joy: Because Happiness Isn’t Enough"  
by Kay Warren 

 

EVERYONE KNOWS HOW TO BE JOYFUL IN THE PEAKS OF LIFE. 
 

I’ve graduated!  I’m engaged!  I’ve been hired!  I’m having a baby!  I’m cancer-free! 
 

When all your fondest hopes and wildest dreams come true, and 
your heart nearly explodes with happiness, it’s easy to feel joyful.  But 
what about the valleys?  When nothing seems to go your way?  When 
everything is falling apart?  When God is silent and you feel all alone?  
Where does joy fit into those moments?  
In Choose Joy, acclaimed author and Christian leader Kay Warren 

shares the path to experiencing soul-satisfying joy no matter what 
you’re going through.  Joy is deeper than happiness, lasts longer than 
excitement and is more satisfying than pleasure and thrills.  Joy is 
richer.  Fuller.  And its far more accessible than you’ve thought. 
Joy comes from God and it can be yours!  Today. 

This Sunday 
Parish Picnic 

July 13 
12 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

At the home of Mary & Ken Perry 
24 Deerfield Road, Brookfield 

Hot Dogs, Hamburgers & Soft 
Drinks will be provided 

Please share an appetizer, salad 
or dessert 

Questions: Contact Pam Szen 
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Rising Light 
A weekly column 
By Sarah Shepley 

 

W ith many distractions in life it is important to make God our sole focus. 
Whether our schedules are busy with work, school, or household 

duties everybody needs to take the time to take a moment and spend time with 
our Heavenly Father.  Recently in my life I have been overcome with pressures 
and fears which ultimately originate from my very busy schedule.  During all 
the bustle of my life, I realize that I haven’t been spending enough time with 
God.  Now whenever I am feeling pressured or nervous I know that it’s time to 
take a break from whatever I am doing and ask God to fill me with the Holy 
Spirit.  Since then, I have experienced a big turnaround in my attitude, the way 
others treat me, and in my performance in all my activities.  Sometimes we 

arrange schedules that keep us busy 
every second of the day, but the only 
way to get through each day is to turn 
our focus on God even if it’s just for a 
few minutes.  

Hebrews 12:2 

We do this by keeping our eyes on 
Jesus, the champion who initiates and 
perfects our faith. 

Psalm 5:3 

In the morning, Lord, you hear my 
voice; in the morning I lay my requests 
before you and wait expectantly. 
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more 
highly than we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for 

others, that the cause of Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

  

†  Dorothy Day Ministry 

E very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve meals at 
the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury.  Please consider helping out in 

this vital ministry.  Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.  

†  Speak the Word 
 

“The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that You should come 
under my roof.  But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed.”     Matthew 8:8 

 

T he centurion believed that when Jesus spoke the word, his servant would be healed 
of paralysis.  Of the centurion, our Lord declared, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have 

not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” (Matthew 8:10).  Because of the centurion’s 
faith, Jesus spoke the word, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it 
be done for you.”  And his servant was healed that same hour (Matthew 8:13). 
 God’s healing with His word can be seen back in the Old Testament, in 
Psalm 107:20; “He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from 
their destructions.”  The power realized through God’s spoken word can 
actually be traced back to the beginning, when God created the heavens and 
the earth (See Genesis chapter 1).  For it says with regards to creation in Psalm 
33:9, “For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded and it stood fast.”  And 
the word that goes forth from God’s mouth will not return to Him void, but 
will accomplish what He pleases, and it shall prosper in the thing for which He 
sent it (Isaiah 55:11). 
 In regard to the mighty works He did, Jesus tells us in John 14:12, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do 
also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to the Father.”  
Stephen, the church’s first martyr, epitomized Jesus’ words above, for he was 
full of faith and power, and did great wonders and signs among the people 
(Acts 6:8). 

By believing in our Lord Jesus, and having great faith like Stephen, all things are 
possible (Mark 9:23).  And like Jesus Himself, by faith, we can speak the word and get the 
same results that He did, for He tells us in Matthew 17:20, “for assuredly I say to you, if you 
have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, “Move from here to there,” and 
it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.”  (See also Matthew 21:21 & Luke 
17:6) 

Remember the word of God is the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17), and is living and 
powerful, and sharper than a two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart 
(Hebrews 4:12).  And all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

If you believe in Jesus Christ, and have faith, when you speak His word, which is living 
and powerful, it will prosper and accomplish its purpose.  Speak the Word and expect 
results! 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts towards 
the Lord.  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”  Colossians 3:16-17  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE


 7 

†  Announcement Deadlines 

F or the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 
bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday 

afternoon each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn O Day of Radiant Gladness 
Gradual O Christ, the Word Incarnate 
Offertory Christ for the World We Sing! 
Closing Hymn Amazing Grace 
 

O Day of Radiant Gladness 
 

Stanzas one and two of our opening hymn, O Day of Radiant Gladness, were written by 
Christopher Wordsworth (1807 – 1855), nephew of William Wordsworth. He was educated 
at Winchester, and at Trinity College, Cambridge, where he received his Bachelor of Arts, 

Master of Arts and Doctor of Divinity degrees. He was 
ordained to the priesthood in 1835 and, following a series of 
significant appointments, became Archdeacon of 
Westminster in 1865 and Bishop of Lincoln in 1868.[1] 
Stanza three of the hymn was written by Charles B. Price (b. 
1920) and replaces Wordsworth’s original text.  Stanza four, 
which also replaces the Wordsworth text, was written 
especially for The Hymnal 1982. 
The melody of the hymn is from a German folk tune. It is 
the same as that of hymn number 616, Hail to the Lord’s 
Anointed. The version we sing today was harmonized by 
George Ratcliffe Woodard (1848 – 1934); the melody of 
hymn 616 was harmonized by Henry Walford Davies (1869 
– 1941). 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

A shley Beck, Jeffrey Sullinger, Olivia Burr & Peter Mullen 

celebrate today!  Saturday is the big day for David Palmer, 

David Shepley, Deborah Sullinger, Gayle Baldelli & Phil 

Hannah.  Ingrid Pruss & James Keenan will be blowing out candles 

on Sunday.  Jessica Friedly & Sandra Chadwick will be opening 

presents on Monday.  On Tuesday sing Happy Birthday to Bishop Jim 

Curry.  Have a blessed day everyone!Have a blessed day everyone!Have a blessed day everyone!   

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word but then the cares of the 

world and the lure of riches choke the word and it bears no fruit.” - Matthew 13:22 
 

D oes the lure of riches and material goods choke God out of 

your life?  Are you so caught up in worldly activities and 

anxieties that you have no time for God?  Good stewardship is a 

lifestyle to be lived every day.  It effects all the decisions we 

make.  It’s not just the time we spend at church every Sunday. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRIyOYJU6UI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fWjQePYnQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZczj4qVqpY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEPOA26RNx0
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†  #TBT - Church Blesses Two Windows 

Bridgeport Post, January 19, 1963 

 

 

T wo memorial windows in the Guild room of St. Paul's 
parish hall were dedicated recently at a special service by 

the Rev. Thomas H. Chappell, rector of the church.  One window 
was given In memory of Margaret Morehouse Peck (1879-1960) 

and was presented by the vestry.  Mrs. Peck was a long– time 
member of St. Paul's church, and treasurer of the Women's 
Auxiliary for over 40 years.  The second was in memory of Olive Estelle Knowles, (1884-
1961) who was a cousin of Mrs. Hall Taylor.  It was given by Mrs. Taylor.  Both windows 
were executed by Len Howard of Kent, designer of stained glass windows for churches.  
At the annual parish meeting of St. Paul's church officers elected were: Clerk of the 
vestry, Alvin Tuck, Jr.; senior warden, George Kahlo; junior warden, John Covill and 
treasurer, Henry Giffin.  Elected to the Vestry for three years were Stuart Terrill Sr., Carl 

Rehban and Mrs. John Rogers; for two years to replace Mrs. 
Donald Sweetser, Kenneth Keller, and for one year to replace 
Mrs. Winford Sowersby, Mrs. Joseph Fennell.  Named 
delegates to the Diocesan convention were George Kahlo and 
Walter Hatcher, and alternates Kenneth Keller and Karl 
Pittelkow.  Delegates to the Fairfield Archdeaconry are Mrs. 
George Kahlo and Mrs. Hall Taylor, and alternates, Mrs. 
Robert Apted and Mrs. John Stauffer.  Reports were given by 
chairmen of committees.  It was announced that on Shrove 
Tuesday, Feb. 26. a Mardi Gras dinner party will take -place in 
the hall.  Prizes will be given for the most original, most 
beautiful and most amusing hats.  Proceeds will go to the 
Haitian mission, Mrs. Jay Fernandes and Mrs. S. Cole Bradley 
are co-chairmen, Mrs. Theodore Davis is ticket chairman.  

Church Notices St. Paul's: The Rev. Thomas Chappell, rector; Sunday Holy Communion 
service, 8 a.m. Morning Prayer and Church school, at 9:45 a.m. and at 11 a.m. there will be 
Morning Prayer and Sermon.  In the evening the Junior and Senior YPF will meet at 7 
o'clock.  Wednesday, Holy Communion service will be followed by the sewing group holding 

a meeting in the Guild room.  At 3:05 p.m. the Junior choir will 
rehearse.  Jan. 24, the Senior choir will rehearse at 5 p.m. Twenty Down, Nine to Go 

Just this past week we located a picture of 
Rev. Frederic Fiske through our friends at 
Grace Episcopal Church in North Attleboro, 
MA.  We anxiously await its arrival. 

If you like to do research, search the 
internet, go on field trips to other churches 
or historical societies, contact Father Joe. 

Grave Situation 

 Last week we reported about our 4th rector, the Rev. 
Joseph Covell.  In doing further research we ran across 
this grave situation concerning his brother Oliver who 
died in 1854. 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=6555144&PIpi=94791157


 9 

 
 †  Salsa 

Directions: 
Mix all 
together and 
serve with 
lime tortilla 
chips or 
other 
varieties. 
 

Click here to 
submit your 

favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
4 seeded diced plum tomatoes 
1 mango, diced 
2 avocados, diced 
½ red onion, diced 
1 clove garlic, minced 
Juice of 2 lemons 
2 shots Worcestershire sauce 
1-2 shots hot sauce 
salt & pepper to taste 

W hat kind of seed are you?  Are you being used 
up on the pathway of life, eaten by the birds?  

Do you spring up quickly and just as quickly fade away 
from responsibilities and resolutions?  Are the thorns of 
life smothering and choking you?  Or are you laboring 
to be a “good soil” seed, creating a life that blossoms 
with care and concern for others, offers glory to God, 
and brings holy satisfaction to you?  Most of us will 
face all of the above in our life journeys, but we can 
pray that the final full one is that for which we will 
continue to strive. 

†  The Sower 
 

1850 
Jean Francois Millet, 1814 - 1875. 

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 
 

J ean-François Millet was a French painter 
and one of the founders of the Barbizon 

school in rural France.  Millet is noted for his 
scenes of peasant farmers; he can be categorized 
as part of the naturalism and realism movements.  
As a painter of melancholy scenes of peasant 
labor, he has been considered a social realist.  
Millet's paintings are noted for their power and 
simplicity of drawing. 

"The Sower" shows a peasant man striding 
through a plot of freshly tilled soil as he sows his 
crops.  The sun shines in the top half of the 
painting just over the horizon to show that the 
peasant has risen at the crack of dawn in order to 
accomplish the day's work that lies ahead. 

Millet breaks from the traditional with "The 
Sower" and it shows in his dark and muddy earth 
tones.  Rather than idealizing the peasant man or 
ignoring him entirely, Millet portrays the peasant 
as a stocky, well-built young man wearing 
simple, practical peasant clothing. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
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†  Tending Your Spiritual Garden 

by Mari-Anna Stålnacke @flowingfaith 
 

L ife is like cultivating a garden.  A beautiful and balanced life or garden does not 

happen without effort.  An important step in garden maintenance is to cultivate the 

soil. 

He [Jesus] said many things to them in parables: “A farmer went out to scatter seed.  As 

he was scattering seed, some fell on the path, and birds came and ate it.  Other seed fell on 

rocky ground where the soil was shallow.  They sprouted immediately because the soil 

wasn’t deep.  But when the sun came up, it scorched the plants, and they dried up because 

they had no roots.  Other seed fell among thorny plants.  The thorny plants grew and choked 

them.  Other seed fell on good soil and bore fruit, in one case a yield of one hundred to one, 

in another case a yield of sixty to one, and in another case a yield of thirty to one.  Everyone 

who has ears should pay attention.” (Matthew 13:3-9, CEB) 

It is possible to think of this parable as each person has a different soil.  But what if we 

think that each of us has some of each in our spiritual garden?  Then we could not write off 

this parable so quickly.  Then we would have to ask God to show us which parts of our soul 

is full of weeds.  Then we would be pointed out to the way of eternal life. 

“Study this story of the farmer planting seed.  When anyone hears news of the kingdom 

and doesn’t take it in, it just remains on the surface, and so the Evil One comes along and 

plucks it right out of that person’s heart.  This is the seed the farmer scatters on the road.  

“The seed cast in the gravel - this is the person who 

hears and instantly responds with enthusiasm.  But 

there is no soil of character, and so when the 

emotions wear off and some difficulty arrives, there 

is nothing to show for it. (Matthew 13:18-21, MSG) 

 Just as gardening is not only about relaxing in 

sunshine we need to prepare our spiritual gardens for 

life storms, too.  Faith can’t develop without 

discipleship and spending time with God.  Faith is 

not some added experience now and then; faith needs 

to become part of our everyday lives. 

 “The seed cast in the weeds is the person who 

hears the kingdom news, but weeds of worry and 

illusions about getting more and wanting 

everything under the sun strangle what was heard, 

and nothing comes of it.  “The seed cast on good 

earth is the person who hears and takes in the News, 

and then produces a harvest beyond his wildest 

dreams.” (Matthew 13:22-23, MSG, emphasis added) 

Only when the soil of our hearts is good, we can stand the test of time.  Many Christians 

start well but when they forget the weeding the results are disastrous.  Feelings are important 

but they are not reliable in faith matters.  If we draw conclusions based on our feelings, our 

faith will wither.  We need to draw conclusions based on the Bible, because God’s word will 

last forever. 

Our spiritual gardens will bloom beautifully when we live out our faith in the middle of 

our messy lives.  When we tend our gardens daily, we will remember to lift our gaze from 

our problems to God.  The help we receive (not the hardships that we endure) will cultivate 

our soul gardens.  Slowly we learn to base our lives on the word of God, not on our feelings. 

If you keep praying and tending your spiritual garden, the Master Gardener, Jesus, will 

work alongside you.  With his guiding, helping, and coaxing your garden will bloom and 

bear fruit beyond your wildest dreams. 

http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=CEB&passage=Matthew+13%3A3-9
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=MSG&passage=Matthew+13%3A18-21
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=MSG&passage=Matthew+13%3A22-23
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†  Scholarly Speaking 
 

Ancient Alphabets and Biblical Word-Play 
 

I  recently ran across a fascinating book* that discusses possible links between Egyptian 
culture from the time of Joseph and the Mayan and Olmec cultures of pre-Columbian 

Mexico.†  One of the common characteristics he finds is the use of an alphabet (a writing 
system with a limited number of glyphs, each representing a sound, so they could be 
combined to represent many words) and many of the Mayan letters resemble those of the 
early Canaanite alphabet from which came the Phoenician, Aramaic, Hebrew, Greek, and 

Roman alphabets.  The earliest 
inscriptions have been found in the 
Egyptian Sinai and the individual letters 
are variants of a small group of Egyptian 
hieroglyphics (where each character 
represents a whole word) selected 
because the underlying word began with 
the desired sound.  Two other factors 
should be noted:  In Hebrew and other 
Semitic languages the name of each 
letter is a word (in Greek similar names 
have carried over, but generally do not 
have any meaning as words);‡ and the 
Semitic letters are arranged in pairs 
which create a form of wordplay.♦ 

With this background information we can find some interesting puns (usually concealed 
by the fact that the Gospels are a translation from Hebrew/Aramaic into Greek) scattered 
among our Lord’s sayings.  Consider for example the saying about the mote and the beam in 
the eye.  Here the underlying Hebrew words would be Samekh (a beam in the sense of a 
support) and Ayin (eye) and this pairing would certainly have made the saying memorable 
to the original audience.  The saying about the camel going through the eye of a needle 
more easily than a rich man entering the kingdom of heaven shows typical Semitic 
exaggeration, but it also involves a somewhat more complicated bit of 
word-play.  A very common form of code in Hebrew involved 
substituting the first letter of the alphabet for the last, the second for the 
next to last and so forth (and vice versa).  The letter Qoph means 
monkey, but its shape (essentially like a lollipop in earlier forms, more 
stylized in later versions) gave it the alternative meaning of a needle’s 
eye.  Alphabetically this is paired with Resh (head) creating an image 
of sticking one’s head into an impossible place - but Resh is the third to 
last letter and Ghimel (camel) is the third letter, so making this reversal 
creates an even more impossible, and humorous, image.  Finally, 
Matthew’s telling of this story calls attention to the reversal by 
concluding with the statement, “Many who are first will be last, and the 
last will be first.” 

Jokes, and especially puns, rarely translate well; but when we can go back and see what 
was happening we get a new appreciation of the humor that Jesus used to get his point 
across. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 
 

* S. C. Compton. Exodus lost, Kindle edition, 2010.  Most of the material cited here is from Chapter 6. 
† From Joseph to Columbus represents a span of some 3,000 years.  
Compton suggests a rapid development of literacy and building skills 
at the beginning of that period, followed by a long period of 
maintenance but little new development afterwards 
‡ Thus Semitic Aleph = ox and Beth = house, but Greek Alpha and 
Beta have no special meaning. 
♦ The first pair, Aleph, Beth suggests the practice of keeping 
livestock in the house (usually in a separate room) and Ghimel 
(camel), Daleth (door) conjures up the proverbial camel getting his 
nose under the tent flap 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=271980125
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=271980125
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=271983077
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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† Vestry Meeting 
June 11th 

Opening: The meeting was opened with 
prayer at 7:30 by Fr. Shepley who led the 
meeting.  Sandy Chaleski led a Bible study 
on grace, Acts 15:11, Hebrews 4:16, John 
1:14.  Bill Nigro gave his testimony, how he 
came to the Lord and how he came to St. 
Paul’s.  The May minutes were approved as 
circulated. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Expenses 
exceeded income by $2,000 for the month of 
May.  Endowments are up $45,000 for the 
year.  The Capital Campaign fund has a 
balance of  $284,163. 

Committee Reports: Building 
Committee: Bonnie Wanzer reported that 
Crocker Hall is on schedule; thanks to Al 
Chaleski for his oversight.  The roof work on 
the church school wing is almost complete.  
Mission Committee: Hopeline baby bottle 
campaign concludes on Father’s Day.  
Retreat: next year’s women’s retreat dates 
will be June 5th & 6th, not 4th & 5th. 

 

Rector’s Report: Lori O’Hara is 
stepping down as one of the Sunday School 
Administrators; Heather Melody is staying 
on.  Many thanks to Lori for her years of 
service.  We are looking for a new co-

administrator.  Fr. 
Shepley will be doing a 
service at Laurel Ridge in 
Ridgefield every other month.  Everything is 
all set for August and September while Fr. 
Shepley in on sabbatical. 

 

Old Business: Policy & Procedure update 
drafts are due by the July meeting.  The July 
meeting will be a picnic at the Allen’s home; 
thank you Chuck and Mary! 

 

New Business: A request from Patrick 
O’Connors for a computer to use for Youth 
and Music was discussed and approved.  A 
discussion followed on Youth Ministry and 
how we can further support them.  Youth 
Sunday will be celebrated on June 15th at the 
10:30 service with youth participating as 
much as possible during the service.  There 
will be a Parish picnic on July 13th at the 
Perry’s home from 12 to 3 pm.  The parish 
will provide hot dogs, hamburgers, rolls and 
drinks, everyone will bring salads, desserts 
etc.  We will be buying a table at the Jericho 
breakfast to be held on July 17th, see Pam 
Szen if you are interested.  Please pray about 
updating our parish directory.  The new sign 
for the front should be here Friday.  We will 
be looking at revamping the Home Group 
ministry. 

 

Closing:Mary Perry closed the meeting  
with prayer at 8:55. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 
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 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Classes held at the Perry’s Home 

Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor 

Email Mary to sign up at 

maryperry2@me.com 

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and 
Strong Scripture 

combine for flexibility and strength. 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable items to six 

area food pantries.  The non-perishable items are provided by our generous 

congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the food 

pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  Delivery is 

made to one food 

pantry each month.  

Thank you. 

EMPLOYMENT NEED! 
 

Services offered: 
 

 Elder - Companion - Care 

 Grocery Shopping 

 Meal Preparation 

 Child Care 

 Pet sitting/dog walking 

 Organizing your home and closets 

 Travel/Transportation 
 

I have at least 15 years’ experience, and I 
am finger printed/bonded and have a 

current passport.  Please contact: Diane 
Kansas at 503-964-7915, 

“A Modern Day Mary Poppins” 

The Hearts to Hands Ministry and the Christian Caring Committee 

strive to meet the physical needs of Saint Paul's parishioners.  We meet 

these needs by coordinating assistance from other parishioners who 

want to help.  If you are currently struggling with a housing, 

transportation or financial challenge, please contact Nicole O'Connors 

(860) 788-2995 or Gail Winkley (203) 775-3343 for assistance. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

 Genesis 25:19-34 

E sau and Jacob are born to Isaac and Rebekah, but it is the second and younger twin 
who makes himself first, upsetting the established cultural pattern or primogeniture.  

God’s purposes are fulfilled within the untidy and compromised patterns of human 
interaction.  Jacob deceives his brother Esau, who, driven by his appetites, loses his 
birthright. 

 Psalm 119:105-112 
Even in times of hardship, the psalmist is committed to following the statutes and 

precepts of the Lord. 
 Romans 8:1-11 
In this lesson Paul draws a sharp contrast between the mind set on the flesh, 

and the mind set on the Spirit.  The person oriented only toward this temporal 
world with its rewards and pleasures can neither keep the law nor please God.  
Only through the grace of God in Christ can a fundamental reorientation toward 
God’s Spirit occur.  When God’s Spirit quickens faith there is no longer any 

condemnation, for the Spirit that raised Jesus from 
the dead now indwells those so animated. 
 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
Our gospel is Jesus’ parable of the sower, together 
with its interpretation.  The story by itself may once 
have been used to stress how surprising fruitful God’s 
power can be, quite apart from human expectations or 
control  With its explanation the parable was used as 
an allegory of the church.  Because of the work of the devil and 
human weakness and sin the word they preached did not always 
produce.  But, in the right circumstances, its fruit could be 
anywhere from substantial to amazing. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

H ow can it be?  The yoke of Jesus is good to 

bear.   To replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our sermon archives as well. 

Matthew 13:1-9, 

18-23 

You and I might not 

waste our efforts on the 

down trodden, the 

thorny, and the hardened, 

but God does.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#OldTest1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#Psalm1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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Original artwork invited for 2014 

Episcopal Church Christmas card 
 

Submissions are invited for original artwork that will be used for the 2014 
Episcopal Church Christmas card. 

The original artwork should express a local understanding of God’s incarnation 
for the celebration of Jesus’ birth. 

“The deep significance of God’s presence among us in human flesh can only 

be understood in particular human contexts,” noted Presiding Bishop 

Katharine Jefferts Schori.  “We are not generic human beings, and because 
each human being is unique, we can’t make sense of this reality in a 

generic human image of the divine.  This is an invitation to share your 
understanding with the wider Church, so that all of us might have our own 

local image expanded and deepened.  Do you see Jesus born in a stable, a 
cave, or under mid-winter stars?  What did his earthly parents look like?  

What kind of plants fed the animals that gathered round?  What did the 
celebration of their human herders look like?  From what foreign cultures 
did the wise ones (Magi) come to learn and pay their respects?  We all 

want to see Jesus – show us the birth of God in human flesh.” 
 Deadline for submitting original artwork is August 15.  Voting 

will occur September 1 to September 15 with the winner 
announced on October 1. 

A printable PDF of the card with the winning artwork will be made available 

online to all congregations.  The greeting inside the card will appear in English, 

Spanish, French, Creole and Navajo. 
Submitting images 

• Images must be no larger than 256mb for submission.  Final Hi-Res images 
should be available upon determination of winner. 

• Images may be submitted here. 
For information about submitting images contact Ana Arias, 

aarias@episcopalchurch.org, or Barry Merer, bmerer@episcopalchurch.org. 
For information on the Christmas Card Image Contest, contact Neva Rae Fox 

at publicaffairs@episcopalchurch.org. 

T his compelling and remarkable story, written down by St. Mark but attributed to St. 

Peter, tells of Jesus’s conflict with the religious and secular authorities of the time, 

his important teachings, his somewhat stormy, often humorous relationships with his 

disciples, his miraculous acts and, above all, his unique sense of mission.  This complete 

rendition of the Gospel, spoken in the simple and elegant English prose of the King James 

Bible, is a thrilling and beautiful theater experience.  Tickets at Telecharge or follow the 

link from, www.stmarksgospel.com  

UNITED SOLO 

THEATRE 

FESTIVAL 

Theatre Row-The 

Studio Theatre, 

October 15,    

3:30 pm 

St. Mark's 

Gospel 

St. Paul’s is 

organizing a 

group to see this 

show, contact 

Carol Ferro for 

more info. 

http://publicaffairs.cmail1.com/t/r-l-mlllyg-xtuktydut-n/
mailto:aarias@episcopalchurch.org
mailto:bmerer@episcopalchurch.org
mailto:publicaffairs@episcopalchurch.org
http://www.stmarksgospel.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
…..St. James’, Poquetanuck; St. Philip’s, Putnam; Christ Church, Redding. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary 
Stein, Joyce Sarver & Rose Barrett, continued healing. 
…..the people of Switzerland; the people of Botswana; and our sister and 
brother members of the Restoration Movement. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Parish and diocesan committees on investments, stewardship, finance, planned giving, 
insurance, and personnel policy. 
…..Malaysia, for the availability and distribution of Bibles throughout the country. 
…..Pastor Jamie, recovering from a stroke. 
…..St. John’s, Sandy Hook, F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of July. 
…..Cara Coumos, healing of her enflamed pancreas. 
…..Sue, healing of her kidneys. 
…..Jami Hayek suffering from Morgellon's disease.  
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..John Mainhart, continued healing from leukemia. 
…..Fr. George Hall, & Leontine Rybos, healing from cancer. 
…..Peace in Nigeria and the safe return of 
the kidnapped school girls. 
…..Beth Trott’s mother, Gloria is having 
kidney failure and heart issues.  Please 
pray for her to be stable and able to get 
better and stay home. 
…..Phil LeMasurier, for complete 
healing. 
…..Peace in South Sudan. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
Things That Make You Think 

 
Back Issues of Sword Points 

 
 

Open House...click on the video 
to the left for a brief recap of the 

Dedication and Blessing of the 
new Diocesan Office Space in 
Meriden.  See if you can spot 
our St. Paul’s representative. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your 
people who call upon you, and grant that they 
may know and understand what things they 
ought to do, and also may have grace and power 
faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

http://stjamespoquetanuck.ctdiocese.org/default.asp
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-philips-episcopal-church-putnam-ct
http://christchurchredding.org/default.asp
http://www.admin.ch/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botswana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Restoration_Movement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaysia
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/cgi-bin/id/foodbank.cgi?foodbank=7055
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxuDMqjp75k&feature=youtu.be&utm_source=eNews+July+8%2C+2014&utm_campaign=July+8+enews&utm_medium=email
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword 
Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Dot Crocker, Lynne 
Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Bill Loring, 
Diane Loring, Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Patrick O’Connors, Venus 
Okwuka, Ken Perry, Mary Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, David Shepley, Joe Shepley, 
Sarah Shepley, David Szen, Pam Szen &  
Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Selfies with the Father(s) †  Rising Star 

Congratulations to 

Sword Points staffer 

Sarah Shepley, who 

immediately after 

submitting her column 

yesterday, competed in 

the Pat Griskus Annual 

Triathlon in Middlebury 

for her fourth year.  Her 

time of 1:16:13.33 was 

tops in her age group 

(under 14).  “Yea, that’s 

what we’re talking 

about!”  Not only that, she 

was 13th overall for 

women and finished 77th 

overall out of 375 

competitors.  So the next time 

she’s an acolyte, if she seems to be 

going down the aisle a bit faster, 

remember she’s just practicing! 

 

S end us a “selfie” of you with one of our fathers!  

Bonus points awarded for actually getting Father Joe 

or George or Bill in your “selfie” for real.  Post it on 

Facebook or Twitter (@StPaulsB use #Episcopal) or e-mail 

us at StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
mailto:StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com?subject=Selfies%20with%20the%20Father

