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Dear Friends,

T

he Hebrew word for "glory" carries with it the connotation of
heaviness; not a burdensome sense of the word, rather a life-changing
experience of God's holiness coming down upon us. John's Gospel proclaims,
"We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father" (John
1:14). God's holiness in Jesus rests upon us, where the mountain of glory has
come to us, permeating our very being with God's loving presence as we are
filled with the Spirit.
I will be on sabbatical for six weeks beginning on August 15th. The
Diocese of Connecticut allocates three months for a sabbatical after a Rector
completes five consecutive years. However, given our construction project, it
was not reasonable for me to take the full three months at once, and so I will
divide it in two parts, the second half occurring sometime next year. My time
away now will largely be spent seeking the glory of God in prayer, studying
Scripture and silence listening with a desire to hear God's voice, including for
our parish as we look ahead together at the next season before us.
St. Paul's will be served by our Rector Emeritus, Fr. George Crocker, for
August; and by the retired Rector of St. Thomas' Episcopal Church in Bethel,
Fr. David Pople, for September. Meanwhile, hopefully in late August, the
renovated parish hall will be available for use. Enjoy our enhanced facility,
and take good care of it so when I return in October, it still looks new! We
will plan a special dedication later in the fall.
This comes with my ongoing affection, deepest devotion and heartfelt
gratitude for the privilege of serving you as your Rector. Until we are back
together again for our next season, may we seek the glory of God in Christ this
day, and always.
St. Paul’s Church
In Christ,

174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† Transforming Saints of God
July 31st

Ignatius of Loyola

Priest and Monastic, 1556

I

gnatius was born into a noble Basque
family in 1491. In his autobiography
he tells us, “Up to his twenty-sixth year, he
was a man given over to the vanities of the
world and took special delight in the exercise
of arms with a great and vain desire of
winning glory.” An act of reckless heroism
at the Battle of Pamplona in 1521 led to his
being seriously wounded. During his
convalescence at Loyola, Ignatius
experienced a profound spiritual awakening.
Following his recovery and an arduous
period of retreat, a call to be Christ’s knight
in the service of God’s kingdom was
deepened and confirmed.
Ignatius began to share the fruits of his
experience with others, making use of a
notebook which eventually became the text
of the Spiritual Exercises. Since his time,
many have found the Exercises to be a way
of encountering Christ as intimate
companion and responding to Christ’s call:
“Whoever wishes to come with me must
labor with me.”
The fact that Ignatius was an unschooled
layman made him suspect in the eyes of
church authorities and led him, at the age of
37, to study theology at the University of
Paris in preparation for the priesthood.

While there, Ignatius gave the Exercises to
several of his fellow students; and in 1534,
together with six companions, he took vows
to live lives of
strict poverty and
to serve the needs
of the poor. Thus,
what later came to
be known as the
Society of Jesus
was born.
In 1540 the
Society was
formally
recognized, and
Ignatius became its first Superior General.
According to his journals and many of his
letters, a profound sense of sharing God’s
work in union with Christ made the season of
intense activity which followed a time of
great blessing and consolation.
Ignatius died on July 31, 1556, in the
simple room which served both as his
bedroom and chapel, having sought to find
God in all things and to do all things for
God’s greater glory. His life and teaching, as
Evelyn Underhill and others have
acknowledged, represents the best of the
Counter-Reformation.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Aug 2
Sun, Aug 3

Mon, Aug 4
Tue, Aug 5
Wed, Aug 6
Thu, Aug 7
Sat, Aug 9

Sun, Aug 10

- 7:30 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
10:30 am
- 5:30 pm
7:00 pm
- 9:15 am
7:00 pm
10:00 am
- 7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
10:30 am

- Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room
- House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
-

Traditional Eucharist
Contemporary Eucharist
Christian Caring, Tuck Room
Finance Committee, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
The Transfiguration
Holy Eucharist Rite I & Healing
Building Committee, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall
PraiseMoves, Perry Home
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
- Traditional Eucharist
- Contemporary Eucharist
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† Masai Mission

I

n classic African style, our rides that were supposed to bring us back to Noloholo
were not available so we decided to walk back to the village and wait there. We were
about a half an hour walk from the town and traveled down a volcanic dirt road through an
open pasture. The landscape around us was mostly brown or olive green. The trees were
bare revealing their thorny
skeletons and beyond the
pasture lay more dense
brush.
As we walked down
the dirt road under the
setting sun I realized that
while the land isn’t
inherently beautiful, it is
the simplicity, the
bareness of the plants and
mountains under the
golden light of the sun that
makes this part of the
world one of the most
beautiful and serene places
that I've ever been.
Beauty is so much more
complicated than lush
vegetation, blue waters, or
fields of flowers. We’re
walking through this dry
pasture down a black dirt
road yet we are surrounded by Masai clad in scarlet and deep blue robes, red clay huts in the
distance, and herds of cattle grazing under the warm hue of the setting sun and this all of a
sudden becomes a scene of intense peace and beauty. This is the land that hosted our very
first ancestors, the origins of human life. As I walk everyone
“Beauty is so much
around is babbling away in Swahili and Maia yet I am perfectly
more complicated…”
content to walk as a silent guest just taking it all in.
As we returned to the town center a
crowd of villagers had crowded at the end of the street and music
was blaring through crude speakers. Since our pick up ride was
nowhere to be found I headed down the street to investigate what
was happening in this normally quiet village. As I got closer I
found that a makeshift stage had been set up and covered with a
blue tarp on which several men and women were on stage with
mikes singing and dancing. To their right were a soundboard and
an old electric keyboard. Music was blaring through speakers on
either side and the men and women were dancing in Masai style
on the stage and on the ground in front of the crowd. I knew that
they were Masai of some sort because the women were decorated
in the Masai ornaments and the men were dancing with the
herding staff.
One of the camp helpers who is my friend popped up next to
me and told me that these were Christian Masai singers from
Kenya that had come to sing praise songs to the people. He told
me that the town minister and others were here to speak and pray
as well. From the information given to me I decided that they
were kind of like an African version of the old American circuit
riders that would travel along the country and perform music and
After preaching last Sunday.
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(Continued on page 5)

(Continued from page 4)

preach the gospel to different towns. I watched the men and women dance and
sing for a while, once again taking everything in and observing the people the
town and the sky.
A glorious harvest moon, full and yellow hung low directly above from the
end of the street in a violet sky. I turned to my left and noticed the Southern
Cross hanging above us and I suddenly felt incredibly moved. Here in the
middle of the Masai steppe while the rest of the world is concerned with its own
selfish agendas or trivial concerns, here in this small town under a harvest moon
are humble men and women praising God and Jesus with all their strength,
dancing their hearts out and filled with the spirit while beautiful praise songs in
Masai blast through these speakers. It was overwhelming for me. I considered
how even thousands of years after the time of Jesus his gospel is still being
spread to such distant lands and praised in such foreign tongues that no one would have ever
anticipated. While the rest of the world is flourishing in its materialistic successes these
humble and poor Africans are truly praising God and finding joy. What moved me even
more was that the Southern Cross was hanging above us the whole time, as if Jesus was
right there with us and the cross was reminding us of everything he did. Feeling this way, I
stopped standing in the crowd and began dancing with the others. It was so special because
here I had been with the Masai earlier dancing to their cultural songs yet now they were still
dancing in the same style but to songs praising Jesus. The men were still holding staffs, still
jumping, and still bobbing with their complicated rhythms, yet for a completely different
purpose. I felt so free and so happy as I danced with them. There is no feeling of judgment
when I dance here and it allows everybody to dance in his or her own way and be equally
appreciated. After the songs ended the Kenyan singers came over to me and shook my
hands and were thanking me with encouraging words. The villagers did the same as I reentered the crowd too. I see now that here I feel the most free to express myself in front of
others because I know that the people are not concerned with judgment. Even if I am a
horrible Masai dancer, or if I am a white foreigner who barely speaks Swahili, they
appreciate me for me as well as my simplest efforts to explore and learn from their culture.
Sidai Engai -Seedye Ahngawyee - (Masai for God is Good)

† St. Paul’s Women’s Evening Ministry
Please join us this July and August for Bible study and fellowship
We are meeting on four Mondays: July 7th, July 21st, August 11th and August 25th

"Choose Joy: Because Happiness Isn’t Enough"
by Kay Warren
EVERYONE KNOWS HOW TO BE JOYFUL IN THE PEAKS OF LIFE.
I’ve graduated! I’m engaged! I’ve been hired! I’m having a baby! I’m cancer-free!
When all your fondest hopes and wildest dreams come true, and
your heart nearly explodes with happiness, it’s easy to feel joyful. But
what about the valleys? When nothing seems to go your way? When
everything is falling apart? When God is silent and you feel all alone?
Where does joy fit into those moments?
In Choose Joy, acclaimed author and Christian leader Kay Warren
shares the path to experiencing soul-satisfying joy no matter what
you’re going through. Joy is deeper than happiness, lasts longer than
excitement and is more satisfying than pleasure and thrills. Joy is
richer. Fuller. And its far more accessible than you’ve thought.
Joy comes from God and it can be yours! Today.
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This Sunday 14 youth and three adult leaders will head south for a week to serve with
YouthWorks in our nation’s Capitol. Thank you again to all of you who have supported us in
prayer and in our fundraising this year. Please continue to pray for the students serving and thos

O
W
N

utwardly

itnessing
the

ews
ews!

6

† God is Here

by Tara Shepley

A

s professing Christians, we often worry too much about rejection, acceptance and
approval, wasting our days utterly unconvinced that we are loved, cherished and
accepted by God. As a result, most Western Christ followers never move forward with the
gospel message, never enter into the mission of restoration and reconciliation, miss out on
the very purpose for which we were created, and struggle half heartedly through life,
hesitantly walking into the destiny which we are meant to fulfill.
How sad! Satan knows how to attack our vulnerabilities and we fall for it time and again
due to our fundamental doubt that we have immeasurable worth to God.
Let us all agree in our minds right now and settle this once and for all: God is for us not
against us; we are highly valued, loved, precious and wholly sacred to our Creator-Father
God. He created us in love. He went to
great lengths through the reconciling death
of his Son and the provision of the Holy
Spirit to secure an ongoing relationship with
us that can never be severed in order to
make sure that we are never ever separated,
abandoned or forsaken by his presence,
power, comfort, guidance, protection,
provision and ongoing love.
We can rest in the assurance that our
Father has every intention to bring us right
back to his loving breast when our life ends
here on Earth. Jesus's resurrection and
ascension prove this truth and provide an
example for us to ponder.
In the end, God has a wonderful goal for
us and all of creation, that is, to be alive and
transformed into our truest best selves with
Him, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit all living
together in the new Heaven and new Earth.
Understand that God, the one who
created us, our Father, never planned on
being away from his beloved children and
has gone to great lengths to ensure our
ongoing intimate relationship with Him now
and forever. Even more powerfully, we
have Jesus and the Holy Spirit who love us just as passionately as our Father. In addition,
His angels are also working and helping us out towards the Father's end goal and ongoing
priority: to keep God's precious creation connected to Him at all times and places now and
into eternity.
Therefore, when Paul writes the words, "If God is for us who can be against
us" (Romans 8:31), he is not writing about an abstract idea; but a very real truth as certain as
a toddler would trust the goodness and benevolent love of a parent. When Paul proclaims
that "...neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:39), he isn't just being
super spiritual, esoteric or exercising nice encouraging well-wishes, he is proclaiming a truth
that is as indisputable to him as the truth that he has a belly button from an umbilical cord
that proves he was once connected to his mother, has DNA to confirm that her essence and
influence can never be separate from him and an absolute certainty that His Father- Creator
loves him and is committed to him to the end of time, evidenced by Jesus's death,
resurrection, and ascension, and the time- proven immediate, active, and near presence of
The Holy Spirit in his life.
God is here!
God is for you!
You are loved!
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† Happy Birthday to You!

M

ary Allen, Kenneth Davidson & Ethan Zambello
celebrate tomorrow! Saturday is the big day for Bonnie
Wanzer, Connie Williams & Doug Melody. Zachary
Richmond will be blowing out candles on Sunday. On
Monday Griffin Barbieri will be another year older and wiser.
Nicole O’Connors, Lindsay Sweeting & Perry Simone will
be opening presents on Tuesday. Kate Yurcisin cuts the cake
on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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Crocker
Hall
Renovations

Safety is of
the utmost
importance.
The doors to
the construction zone will
be locked during the work.
Please do
not contact
the construction crew, nor
attempt to enter the site at
any time.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Some Hebrew Word-Play

I

usually refrain from writing articles based on a single source - there is an old rule of
thumb that if you use only one source it is plagiarism, but if you use two you can call
it research. I have put off writing this column for some months because much of it is based
on one book, but people have shown interest when I talked about some of this material, and
I decided that I could, after all, use a couple of other sources for background material, and
thus avoid this scholarly sin.
Our book, Lost Exodus,* explores the thesis that Mayan and Aztec
civilizations were profoundly affected by the arrival of Mediterranean
peoples who reflected both Semitic and Egyptian cultures at about the
time of the Biblical Exodus. His discussion brings out many points of
interest to readers of the Bible, but for our purposes we shall consider
specifically language and alphabetic issues based on his observance of
similarities between Mayan characters and the writing which developed
in the Sinai.
Written communications can be found dating back more than five thousand
years to Egyptian hieroglyphics and Babylonian cuneiform, † but
neither of these systems could be considered alphabets as the glyphs
usually represented whole words and several thousand character
forms have been identified in each of these languages. While some
characters might be fairly obvious pictographs, the requirements of
communication quickly outgrew this limited palette. In both these
cultures then literacy would require extensive training and be beyond
the reach of most people.
About 1800 BC inscriptions of a new type appear in the Sinai Peninsula. They are
written in a Semitic (Canaanite) language‡ and for the first time used an alphabet where
each character represented a single sound and words were formed by combining the
characters to represent the combined sounds of the word. (See examples here.) Early
inscriptions contain a range of 22 to 28 different
characters (22 became standard in most Canaanite
languages) and the scribe(s) who created this first
alphabet used an ingenious method: they selected a
word beginning with each main sound, took the
Egyptian hieroglyph with that meaning, and used it
(often in a simplified form) and used it to represent
that sound. The characters themselves continued to
be named by the word rather than by the bare sound
so, for example, the first two Hebrew letters are not just ‘A, B’ but Aleph (ox), Beth
(house).♦
At some point the letters came to be arranged in pairs such that
their name-words could be seen as interacting - thus when people
tended to live with their livestock and the idea of the ox in the
house would be close enough to the truth to be funny. It is here that
we get the first level of word-play. Another example is found in
the two following letters: Ghimel (camel) and Daleth (door). Here
we see a graphic suggestion of the camel getting his proverbial
nose in the tent, soon to be followed by the rest of him. Jesus uses
the same kind of pairing when he speaks of having a beam
(Samekh) in one’s eye (Ayin) o you have a question you
again a pair of successive letters.◊
would like answered by our
A more complicated pairing occurs with the camel and
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
the eye of the needle. The letter Qoph literally means
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
monkey, but its old shape (like a modern Q with a long
historical or other inquiries to:
straight tail reaching into the circle - its later form, ק, still
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Hebrew Word Play

has some suggestion of this) allowed it to be used
also for a needle’s eye. The paired letter, Resh,
means head but Hebrew sometimes used a form of
code in which the first letter of the alphabet would
be substituted for the last, the second for the next-tolast, and so forth. The third letter Ghimel (camel)
could thus take the place of Resh (the third-to-last)
and our Lord seems to make just this point when he
completes the saying with “Many that are last shall
be first, and the first shall be last.” A different
situation occurs with the letter/word Nun. It means
fish, but seems to have meant serpent in earlier
usage, and it still has a suggestion of a stylized snake, and this suggests the pairing in the
statement, “If he ask a fish will he give him a serpent?”§

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*
†
‡

♦
◊

§

S. C. Compton, Lost Exodus, Kindle, 2010 (also in paperback).
Omniglot, and Cuneiform, both accessed 7/30/2014.
Canaan comprised the territory now occupied by Israel, Palestine, Gaza, Lebanon, and Western Syria and
Jordan. The languages (including early Hebrew) spoken in the area were all closely related, and as written
language developed used variants of the same alphabet.
Compton, op. cit., Chapter 6.
Ibid. In this discussion I am using the order of the Biblical Hebrew alphabet; Compton notes that earlier
versions of the alphabet had a different order and different pairings; some of the changes created more humorous
situations, probably deliberately, and ina few cases letter names have taken on new meanings.
Ibid.

Sacristans for August
Sharon Hibler & Lorine Hodge

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held at the Perry’s Home
Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Email Mary to sign up at
maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† The Look of Love
“Since you are precious in My sight, Since you are honored and I love you, I will give
other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for your life.”
Isaiah 43:4
by Steve Hemming

I

was in a clothing store the other night and found myself innocently observing a
couple shopping for shirts for their son. While I made it a point not to eavesdrop in
on their conversation, I couldn’t help but be drawn in by the way they looked at each other
as they talked. When they were waiting in the checkout
line in front of me, the wife faced me as she listened to
her husband. Her eyes were fixed on him as he spoke.
Concentrating on her eyes, I could sense such great love
the wife had for her husband. As I focused on her loving
gaze, I was reminded of the Burt Bacharach/Hal David
song, “The Look of Love,” where the first verse goes,
“The look of love is in your eyes.”
One of the greatest declarations of God’s love for us
can be found in Isaiah 43:4, where we read that we are
precious in His sight, honored, and loved. In the context
of this verse, God had already saved Israel by delivering
them out of Egypt, and would again deliver them out of
captivity from Babylon and all future exiles. And as you
know, because He so loved the world, God also saved
you and me by giving His only begotten Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16).
Not only does the Word tell us we are precious in God’s sight, we are also lovingly
referred to as the apple of His eye in Deuteronomy 32:10, Psalm 17:8, and Zechariah 2:8.
And as the Lord watches over us wherever we are, Psalm 32:8 tells us that He will instruct
and teach us in the way we should go, and He will guide us with His eye. Walk in
confidence today and always, knowing your heavenly Father’s loving gaze, His own unique
and special “look of love” is upon you. You are safe, secure, and loved under His watchful
eye.
“Keep me as the apple of Your eye; Hide me under the shadow of Your wings.”
Psalm 17:8

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The nonperishable items are provided by our generous congregation and are
truly appreciated. Donations for the food pantry can be left in the
basket at the back of the church. Delivery is made to one food
pantry each month. Thank you.

E

† Dorothy Day Ministry

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve meals at
the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury. Please consider helping out in
this vital ministry. Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.

† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board

A

lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more
highly than we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for
others, that the cause of Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
12

Ingredients:
4 spray(s) olive oil cooking
spray
1 tsp. Italian seasoning
1 ½ T. all-purpose flour
¾ tsp. salt
¾ c. dried plain breadcrumbs
(panko)
2 med. uncooked zucchini
2 lg. egg whites, whipped until
frothy

† Zucchini Fries

Directions:
Preheat oven to 425°. Coat a baking
sheet with cooking spray. In a small
bowl, mix together Italian seasoning,
flour and salt. Place bread crumbs in
another small bowl.
Slice each zucchini in half lengthwise
and then each half into 2 pieces
widthwise. Next slice each zucchini
chunk into 4 fries. Dredge a zucchini fry in flour mixture and then
dip into egg whites; dredge in bread crumbs. Place coated zucchini
on prepared baking sheet and repeat with remaining ingredients;
liberally coat with cooking spray.
Roast, turning once, until desired crispness, about 12 minutes.
Yields about 8 fries per serving.
Use this technique with any summer squash or eggplant. It also
works great with thick-cut onion rings or even green tomatoes.
For extra crispy fries, increase the oven temperature to 500ºF and knock 2 minutes off
the cooking time.
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

T

here is an old table Grace which
says: “Christ in the wilderness five

thousand fed, with two small fishes and
fives loaves of bread. May the God above,
who made that division, descend upon us
and our provision. Amen.” Perhaps you
can use it this week as you thank God for
the great variety of gifts He gives us.

† The Miracle of the Multiplication

C

hristians of the early Byzantine period built
monasteries, churches and shrines in Galilee
and on the shores of the Sea of Galilee to
commemorate the ministry of Jesus and the miracles
ascribed to him. Tabgha - an Arabic corruption of the
Greek name Heptapegon (Seven Springs) - is the
traditional site of the Miracle of the Multiplication of
the Loaves and the Fishes. (Matt. 14: 13-21) It is
situated in a narrow, fertile valley on the northern
shore of the lake, watered by several springs.
During the fifth century, a large monastery and a church decorated with
exquisite mosaic floors was built on the site. In the 1980s, after excavation,
the church was restored to its Byzantine form, incorporating portions of the
original mosaics.
13

† #TBT - 1987 Youth Mission Trip

I

n July, 1987 young people from St. Paul’s and advisors participated in a week-long
workcamp mission trip to Keyser, West Virginia. Pictured are front, left to right, youth
director Bob Boudreau, Jenny Santa Maria and advisor Sue Swan; rear, left to right, Ann
Toscano, Krissy Santa Maria, Vernon Howard, Scott Baker and Mike Brochu. About 400
young people and adult leaders from across the country participated, paying their own
expenses for food, lodging, tools and building materials.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

The King of love my shepherd is
Closer
Lord I Need You
Come Thou Fount

Opening Hymn
Gradual
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

† Transforming Stewardship
“Why spend your money for what is not bread; your
wages for what fails to satisfy?”
- Isaiah 55:2

O

f all the ways we are asked to be generous,
giving our money can be the most challenging.
God understands this. Remember though that we are
called to be generous with all our gifts, including our
money. We are called to give from our “first fruits”
and not from what is “leftover.”
"How can we remember his death without sorrowing over the sin which made that death
necessary?"
- Charles Spurgeon

† Transforming Ministry - Get Plugged In
Coffee Hour
Won't you consider signing up to host a coffee hour? It's easy,
rewarding, and a very important ministry at St. Paul's. Hosting
services should only be required two or three times a year. You will
be assigned to the service of your choice. Please call Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or email at chamla@charter.net for details. Thanks
everyone!

F

† Announcement Deadlines

or the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday to
bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com. For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday
afternoon each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
August 6th

T

The Transfiguration of Our Lord

he Transfiguration is not to be understood only as a spiritual
experience of Jesus while at prayer, which three chosen
disciples, Peter, James, and John, were permitted to witness. It is one
of a series of supernatural manifestations, by which God authenticated
Jesus as his Son. It is at one with the appearance of the angels at the
birth and at his resurrection, and with the descent of the Spirit at Jesus’
baptism. Matthew records the voice from heaven saying, “This is my
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased; listen to
him” (Matthew 17:5). Briefly the veil is drawn aside, and a chosen
few are permitted to see Jesus, not only as the earth-born son of Mary,
but as the eternal Son of God. Moses and Elijah witness to Jesus as the
fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. In Luke’s account of the
event, they speak of the “exodus” which Jesus is to accomplish at
Jerusalem. A cloud, a sign of divine presence, envelops the disciples, and a heavenly voice
proclaims Jesus to be the Son of God.
Immediately thereafter Jesus announces to Peter, James, and John the imminence of his
death. As Paul was later to say of Jesus, “Though he was in the form of God, he did not
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a
servant, and was born in human likeness. And, being found in human form, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6–8).
The Feast of the Transfiguration is held in the highest esteem by the Eastern Churches.
The figure of the transfigured Christ is regarded as a foreshadowing of the Risen and
Ascended Lord. The festival, however, was only accepted into the Roman calendar on the
eve of the Reformation, and for that reason was not included in the reformed calendar of the
English Church. Since its inclusion in the American revision of 1892, it has been taken into
most modern Anglican calendars.

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study
will be studying Jeremiah &
Lamentations, starting September 2nd, at
9:15 am. Jeremiah, known as the weeping
prophet, faithfully and boldly
obeyed his calling to proclaim
God's judgment to an unheeding
nation, yet the plight of his
people affected him deeply.
Through lyrical prayers and
poems, the books of Jeremiah
and Lamentations paint a vivid
picture of human loneliness,
sorrow, and suffering while
revealing the beautiful hope
found only in God.
Come study with us and become more
enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11:00
am. Please register by August 19th, by
calling or emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203)
312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $10.
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The Hearts to Hands Ministry and
the Christian Caring Committee strive
to meet the physical needs of Saint
Paul's parishioners. We meet these
needs by coordinating assistance from
other parishioners who want to help. If
you are currently struggling with a
housing, transportation or financial
challenge, please contact Nicole
O'Connors (860) 788-2995 or Gail
Winkley (203) 775-3343 for assistance.

† This Sunday’s Readings
A Miraculous Feeding
Genesis 32:22-31
ur Hebrew Bible reading tells how Jacob, on the night before his confrontation with
his brother Esau, wrestles all night with a man he comes to recognize as God.
Many years earlier Jacob had tricked Esau and stolen his blessing and birthright. Now
Jacob has grown rich in the service of his father-in-law Laban, but he greatly fears his
meeting with his brother. Jacob’s struggle with God may in part express his guilty
conscience and coming to terms with the evil he had done. He has to fight for a blessing
and permission to return to his homeland. For his new life he is given a new name, Israel,
but is left with an injury as a sign of God’s supremacy and a reminder of his wrong.
Psalm 17: 1-7, 16
A plea for justice and protection by one who has followed God’s ways.
Matthew 14: 13-21
Romans 9:1-5
In this reading Paul expresses his anguish and sorrow that so many of the
This lesson invites us to remember
children of Israel, the people especially favored by God, have not found the
Lord’s promise. To them belong the covenants, the law, and so much else.
our own wildernesses, our own
From their nation Christ himself came. Paul would go to great lengths, even
places of chaos, when our own
see himself as outcast, if such would help Israel to know its salvation. Later
in this letter Paul tries to explain how this all may be part of God’s plan of
insufficiencies may have been
redemption, which in the end will include Israel with the Gentiles.
blessed, broken, and given away.
Matthew 14:13-21
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ feeding of over five thousand persons.
And yet it was precisely in risking
After the death of John the Baptist, Jesus seeks a time of retreat. The crowds,
that impossible insufficiency that
however, follow him, and he has compassion on them. The narrative suggests
many levels of meaning. It recalls Old Testament stories, especially God’s
there was enough. Indeed, more
feeding of the Israelites with manna in the wilderness, and points forward to
than enough.
the legendary banquet at the end of time where Christ the King will preside.
The abundant miracle illustrates Jesus’ lordship; he is intimate with the
powers of creation. Other themes associated with the Eucharist are close at hand.

O

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

S

pirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on us. To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check
out our sermon archives as well.
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UNITED SOLO
THEATRE
FESTIVAL
Theatre Row-The
Studio Theatre,
October 15,
3:30 pm

St. Mark's
Gospel
St. Paul’s is
organizing a
group to see this
show, contact
Carol Ferro for
more info.
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T

his compelling and remarkable story, written down by St. Mark but attributed to St.
Peter, tells of Jesus’s conflict with the religious and secular authorities of the time,
his important teachings, his somewhat stormy, often humorous relationships with his
disciples, his miraculous acts and, above all, his unique sense of mission. This complete
rendition of the Gospel, spoken in the simple and elegant English prose of the King James
Bible, is a thrilling and beautiful theater experience. Tickets at Telecharge or follow the
link from, www.stmarksgospel.com

I

† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
…..Good Shepherd, Shelton; St. Paul’s, Shelton; St. Alban’s, Simsbury.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Lee Rybos, Betty Gardner & Leontine Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Syria; the people of Côte d'Ivoire; and our sister and
brother members of the Orthodox Ohrid Archbishopric.
…..A job for Mary Ellen.
…..The Cathedral’s ministry in Hartford; the Cathedral Chapter; honorary canons of the
Cathedral.
…..Mauritania, where the population is 99.75% Muslim; pray that many will seek life in
Christ.
…..Pastor Jamie, recovering from a stroke.
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of August.
…..Ann Battista recovering from hip replacement surgery.
…..Sue, healing of her kidneys.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..John Mainhart, thanksgiving for
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your
great news and continued healing from
leukemia.
people who call upon you, and grant that they
…..Fr. George Hall as he prepares for
may know and understand what things they
another surgery on August 11th.
…..Peace in Nigeria and the safe return of ought to do, and also may have grace and power
faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus
the kidnapped school girls.
…..Brady Williams, who had his tonsils Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
removed this week, quick and
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for evcomfortable healing.
er. Amen.
…..Everyone to be good stewards of
God’s creation.
…..Peace in South Sudan.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
What do you see
outside the hospital
window?
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August Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!
August 3, 2014
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: Sarah Shepley
Lector: Genesis 32:22-31 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Mike Kirner
Psalm 17: 1-7, 16 Romans 9:1-5
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Debbi Pomeroy
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Genesis 32:22-31 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 17: 1-7, 16 Romans 9:1-5
August 10, 2014
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Joe Shepley
Lector: Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 105, 1-6, 16-22, 45b Romans 10:5-15
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Tara Shepley & Sarah Shepley
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 Rose Barrett
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Joe Shepley
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 105, 1-6, 16-22, 45b Romans 10:5-15
August 17, 2014
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolytes: O’Hara Girls
Lector: Genesis 45:1-15 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 133 Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
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August 17, 2014
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Dave & Connie Williams
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Genesis 45:1-15 Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Connie Williams
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 133 Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

August 24, 2014
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolytes: O’Hara Girls
Lector: Exodus 1:8-2:10 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 124 Romans 12:1-8
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri/Denise McCormack
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Exodus 1:8-2:10 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 124 Romans 12:1-8
August 31, 2014
8:00 AM
Welcoming: John & Joyce Sarver
Acolyte: Mike Kirner
Lector: Exodus 3:1-15 Phyllis Baskett
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Pam Szen
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c Romans 12:9-21
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri/Denise McCormack
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Exodus 3:1-15 Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c Romans 12:9-21

August 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
11:00 AM House of
Prayer

3
8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist
10:30 AM
Contemporary
Eucharist

4

5:30 PM Christian
Caring
7:00 PM Finance
Committee

5
9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

6
10:00 AM Holy
Eucharist and Healing

7

8

7:30 PM Property
Committee

9

7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10:00 AM PraiseMoves

7:00 PM Stephen
Ministry

10:00 AM St. Paul’s
Quilters
11:00 AM House of
Prayer

10
8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist

11

7:00 PM Women’s
Evening Ministry

10:30 AM
Contemporary
Eucharist
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12
9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study
7:00 PM Grief Group

10:00 AM Holy
Eucharist and Healing

8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist

9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 AM Holy
Eucharist and Healing

10:30 AM
Contemporary
Eucharist

7:00 PM Stephen
Ministry

8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist
10:30 AM
Contemporary
Eucharist

7:00 PM Women’s
Evening Ministry

15

16
7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10:00 AM PraiseMoves
11:00 AM House of
Prayer

21

22

23
7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10:00 AM PraiseMoves
11:00 AM House of
Prayer

26

27

9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 AM Holy
Eucharist and Healing

7:00 PM Grief Group

1:00 PM Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:30 PM Vestry
Meeting

20

25

14

7:00 PM Staff Meeting

19

24

18

13

28

29

30
7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10:00 AM PraiseMoves
11:00 AM House of
Prayer

31
8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist
10:30 AM
Contemporary
Eucharist
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Selfies with the Father
Find the Plaque Contest
Congratulations to our sexton Doug
Melody who found this
week’s plaque on the
back of the chair
where our Deacon
Carolyn Legg
normally sits.
We don’t know
much about Clarence,
except that he’s from
the family that
Hawleyville is
named after. He
was born in 1875,
wnet to UConn,
died at Syracuse,
NY in 1925 and is
buried in Land’s End Cemetary on the
Brookfield / Newtown townline.
Tune in next week for another plaque and
Doug award presentation.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks Sword
Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett,
Dot Crocker, Lynne
Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Bill
Loring, Diane Loring, Dori
McManus, Doug Melody, Heather
Melody, Beth Miller, Patrick
O’Connors, Ken Perry, Mary Perry,
Kirsten Peterson, Debi Pomeroy,
David Shepley, Joe Shepley, Tara
Shepley,
David
Szen, Pam
Szen and
Gail
Winkley.
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E

piscopal Bishop Greg Brewer of the Diocese of
Central Florida sends us this Selfie with the
Father! No doubt there is a story to go with the picture
that we’ll hear about on Sunday.

S

end us a “selfie” of you with one of our fathers! Bonus
points awarded for actually getting Father Joe or George or
Bill in your “selfie” for real. Or maybe a Canon! Post it on
Facebook or Twitter (@StPaulsB use #Episcopal) or e-mail us at
StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com

