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Above all, love each other deeply,
because love covers over a multitude of sins.
(1 Peter 4:8).
Dear Family of St. Paul's,

D

uring the Bible study that followed last Wednesday's morning Eucharist, we
reflected as a group gathered around the Scriptures what St. Paul's means to us.
Many testimonies were shared about how we came to St. Paul's. The overarching theme
was love, a love that is supernatural in that it comes from God, a love that is felt when one
enters our church, a love that is all-embracing, forgiving and restoring as it flows through
individuals making up the Body of Christ.
Our parish mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ" is made manifest by
our love, in the sharing of Christ with one another in word and deed. Even if we do not feel
love at all times, even if we do not believe we have any love to give, the Holy Spirit is the
conduit for God to offer love through us. In this sense, it is not our love to give, but God's.
As we are willing vessels, the love of God will continue to be poured into our hearts through
the Spirit (Romans 5:5), and into the lives we touch for Christ's sake.
Love one another deeply from the
heart, for God's love is the most
powerful force in the universe, and it
can never be quenched. Love bears
all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things, believes
all things (1 Corinthians 13). For
God is love, and we reflect this love
by God's grace. May St. Paul's
continue to incarnate our Savior's
love.
Faithfully your Rector,

† Masai Mission
MY CHURCH EXPERIENCE

W

hen I went up to the front, I stood behind a preaching podium with my new friend,
the preacher, who translated for me. I introduced myself and spoke on behalf of
St. Paul's church sending greetings. I talked briefly about my time here and how although
time would not permit, there was more I wanted to say about my home and about Jesus.
They applauded me and seemed to love having a foreigner at church! I'm sure they did!
Before I sat back down, the preacher wanted to tell the church how he had found me at the
market. He said he told them that he asked me to come to church and preach but that he did
not trust that I would actually come. He then told them how despite nearly a week later I
still showed up! He was so touched by this and I felt happy that I could be a witness of my
kind. As we were leaving the podium he told me that, "we [the congregation] love you but
there is someone who loves you more and his name is Jesus Christ." I knew at this point
that this was where I was supposed to be. When we went back to our benches we then sang
and read more scripture. Eventually the sermon arrived and the minister preached for
probably close to 45 minutes without notes. Halfway through the sermon my preacher
friend leaned towards me and whispered,
"The sermon is about love...how we must
love each other because we are God's."
My preacher friend suddenly taps me
on the shoulder and tells me that we are
getting up and he ushers me in front of
the altar with about fifteen other
parishioners. I had no idea what was
going on but I just went with it and I
soon realized that we were praying.
They organized us in three lines and a
minister stood in front of us and began
praying over us. Suddenly everybody
went down on their knees and began
praying to themselves. The prayers grew
louder and more numerous until the
entire church behind was praying with us too. The church was full of sound; tears, shouts,
and cries of joy. As I lay bent on the ground, prayers in the Masai tongue were filling my
ears from behind me while others in front of me were praying in Swahili. One mother to my
left was weeping at the foot of the altar while an old Masai woman was shaking as she was
praying. I felt overwhelmed with sound and this entire experience, yet I joined in praying in
English, sometimes quietly, sometimes aloud. For five minutes the church was like this and
I once again found myself the witness to fulfilled prophecy; "For it is written, "AS I LIVE,
SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE
SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD." (Romans 14:11)
How incredible it was that I found myself kneeling on a dusty concrete floor in a simple
church in the Masai steppe all by myself, surrounded by Masai and Swahili men and women
of all ages praying and praising in a high voice in some of the rarest and distant languages
known to man. My ear was ringing with kimaasai and I once again got the feeling that this
was exactly where I was supposed to be.
We then all process out of the church and form a semi circle. The first member to leave
the church would be the first to start the line. As the rest come out, each shakes the hand of
the other until the last person shakes everyones hand. This ring then segues into the church
auction. It works like this: If a poor parishioner cannot offer money then he will bring a
goat or a chicken or anything with worth and the church will auction it off to the
parishioners outside after the service. The money will then go to the church. Basically the
church helps poor families convert objects to money. Shortly after the auction ended
another service began, this being dedicated to the Masai. While the first service was done in
Swahili, the second service is done completely in Masai to help those who don't know
Swahili. I was only there for five minutes, but I noticed that they already had a different
style of doing praise songs. I'm going to try and go to church again!
– David Shepley
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† Transforming Saints of God
August 7th

John Mason Neale
Priest, 1866

J

ohn Mason Neale was a priest of many
talents. As a hymnodist, he furnished
The Hymnal 1982 with several original
hymns and more than thirty translations of
Latin and Greek hymns. As a priest, he gave
active support to the Oxford Movement in its
revival of medieval liturgical forms. As a
humanitarian, he founded the Sisterhood of
St. Margaret for the relief of suffering
women and girls.
Neale was born in London in 1818,
studied at Cambridge, where he also served
as tutor and chaplain, and was ordained to
the priesthood in 1842. He was both a
scholar and a creative poet, whose skills in
composing original verse and translating
Latin and Greek hymns into effective
English speech patterns were devoted to the
Church. With such familiar words as “Good
Christian men, rejoice,” “Come, ye faithful,
raise the strain,” and “Creator of the stars of
night,” he has greatly enriched our hymnody.
Gentleness combined with firmness,
good humor, modesty, patience, and
devotion, with “an unbounded charity,”
describe Neale’s character. Despite poor

health, he was a prolific writer and
compiler. Among his works are
Medieval Hymns and Sequences, Hymns
of the Eastern Church, Liturgiology and
Church History, and a four-volume
commentary on the Psalms. In a busy
life, he also found time to establish the
Camden Society, later called the
Ecclesiological Society. Though he
never received preferment in England,
his great contributions were recognized both
in the United States and in Russia, where the
Metropolitan presented him with a rare copy
of the Old Believers’ Liturgy. He died on
the Feast of the Transfiguration at the age of
46, leaving a lasting mark on our worship.
No future hymnal is conceivable without
the inclusion of some of Neale’s fine
devotional poetry. The Prayer Book, for
example, cites two of his translations by
name as being especially appropriate for
Palm Sunday and Good Friday: “All glory,
laud, and honor” for the procession with the
palms, and “Sing, my tongue, the glorious
battle” at the climactic point of the Good
Friday service.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Aug 7
Sat, Aug 9

- 7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, Aug 10 8:00 am
10:30 am
Mon, Aug 11 - 7:00 pm
Tue, Aug 12 - 9:15 am
7:00 pm
Wed, Aug 13 - 10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
Thu, Aug 14 - 1:00 pm
Fri, Aug 15
- 6:00 pm
Sat, Aug 16
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, Aug 17 8:00 am
10:30 am

-

Property Committee, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall
PraiseMoves, Perry Home
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
-

Traditional Eucharist
Contemporary Eucharist
Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Grief Group, Guild Room
Holy Eucharist Rite I & Healing
Staff Meeting, Tuck Room
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
St. Paul’s OWN Thank You Dinner, Meadow
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room
PraiseMoves, Perry Home
St. Paul’s Quilters, Guild Room
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
- Traditional Eucharist
- Contemporary Eucharist
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Rising Light
A weekly column

By Sarah Shepley

G

od wants to be present in our lives, but sometimes we have
to play our part in welcoming God into our lives.
Frequently we idly wait for God to perform a miracle in our lives
or touch our hearts, but we also must seek him out while he
reaches out to us. As many of you know, I
traveled with St. Paul’s youth group on our
annual mission trip last week. During the
week, I witnessed us all struggling to keep our
eyes fixed on God, but especially me. Every
morning I would pray for God to give me his
eyes so I could see people through his eyes,
but by the end of the day I would find myself
seeing only frustrations. Finally I realized that instead of expecting God
to magically change my outlook, I had to change my negative mindset to
a positive mindset, purposefully think about others the way God
perceives them, and repeatedly call on Him to help me do this. After
putting these steps into practice my attitude totally changed, and I felt
peace in my heart instead of the frustration that had been there before. In
conclusion, whenever we feel as if God is not answering our prayers we should examine
our hearts and minds and fix whatever is blocking God from moving in our lives. When
our hearts and minds are open to God he will always come through for us.
2 Corinthians 13:5
Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not
realize that Christ Jesus is in you--unless, of course, you fail the test?

† St. Paul’s Women’s Evening Ministry
Please join us this July and August for Bible study and fellowship
We are meeting on four Mondays: July 7th, July 21st, August 11th and August 25th

This Monday,
7 pm

"Choose Joy: Because Happiness Isn’t Enough"
by Kay Warren
EVERYONE KNOWS HOW TO BE JOYFUL IN THE PEAKS OF LIFE.
I’ve graduated! I’m engaged! I’ve been hired! I’m having a baby! I’m cancer-free!
When all your fondest hopes and wildest dreams come true, and
your heart nearly explodes with happiness, it’s easy to feel joyful. But
what about the valleys? When nothing seems to go your way? When
everything is falling apart? When God is silent and you feel all alone?
Where does joy fit into those moments?
In Choose Joy, acclaimed author and Christian leader Kay Warren
shares the path to experiencing soul-satisfying joy no matter what
you’re going through. Joy is deeper than happiness, lasts longer than
excitement and is more satisfying than pleasure and thrills. Joy is
richer. Fuller. And its far more accessible than you’ve thought.
Joy comes from God and it can be yours! Today.
5

† #TBT - The Friendship Fair

T

he Friendship Fair.
An event that is
fondly remembered by older
parishioners was the annual
Friendship Fair. Always on
the first Saturday in August,
the first fair was in 1949 and
the last in 1988. During its
forty-year run, rain never fell
on the fair. In 1970 there
was a brief shower at 9:15
am but it cleared before the
opening at 10 am. In
another year, rain was threatened but held off all day, the skies opening up just after closing.
The first fair was held on the front lawn, attracting neighbors and passers-by, much like
our more recent celebrations on Memorial Day. Later, with more exhibits and events, the
fair was held behind the church where there was more room.
Activities at the fair varied from year to year. In early years there was a
chicken barbeque or other special dinner at the end of the day. Later
there was a clam bar, hamburgers and hotdogs, a bake sale and ice
cream during the afternoon. There was usually a white elephant sale,
often a silent auction, a garden shop, gifts and aprons, arts and crafts,
or a book stall. Activities amusing to both children and adults varied
from year to year. There were sometimes pony rides, face painting,
husking bees, log-rolling contests, costume parades, and, once, a
reenactment by a
1777 regiment with
the firing of muskets
and cannon.
Receipts from the fair totaled $2,300 in
the first year, 1949. By 1986, perhaps the
peak, receipts totaled $9,273 and net profit
was $7,364. Each year the fair committee
disbursed the profits for special church
interests and needs with only a portion
going to the general fund.
Those who were here in 1988 and earlier
have fond memories of lots of work, lots of
fun, and a great outreach to the community.
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Crocker
Hall
Renovations

Safety is of
the utmost
importance.
The doors to
the construction zone will
be locked during the work.
Please do
not contact
the construction crew, nor
attempt to enter the site at
any time.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Anniversaries

T

his week we remember the centennial of the beginning of one World War and the
69th anniversary of the events which ended another. In this country neither event
seems to have attracted a great deal of attention, but as I have been planning for my
upcoming visit to Britain I have seen a number of announcements of special services and
other memorials of the first, though as yet I have seen little mention of
the second (and of course 69 years doesn’t quite have
the cachet of an even 100.
I am told that the late Michael Ramsey, on
becoming Bishop of Durham (still in his forties),
began to declare himself the world’s youngest
octogenarian. By that standard I should be well past
the century mark and have strong personal memories
of both those conflicts, but in fact it is only with
difficulty that I can scrape up any direct recollections of even the second
one. What I do remember is general rejoicing that it was over, and
family relief that my older brother, who had been in Germany, would not
also have to fight in the Pacific.*
It was on the Feast of the Transfiguration, 1945, that the dazzling
brightness of our Lord’s transfiguration was (in a sense) rivaled by the
brightness over Hiroshima, and a few days later a similar brightness over
Nagasaki. Even then I must have had some awareness of the death and
destruction caused by those bombs; but the personal and general
celebration of peace and homecoming were certainly primary. It was not
until years later that I made a direct connection between the date of the
feast and the date of the bombing, and by then I could no longer simply
celebrate the latter, but even so I could see the light in both instances as
showing forth the power of God, and even when used by sinful men,
aimed at bringing an end to bloody conflict.
Despite aspirations to the contrary no war has ever ended all war, and
none is likely to, but I am sure that the special destructiveness of WWII,
and not just the nuclear bombing, has at least helped to limit the scope of
subsequent conflicts.
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
o you have a question you
would like answered by our * On a much more personal level I have a very clear memory of
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
spending Labor Day weekend in New York, of going down to the
Statue of Liberty and watching troop ships coming in, and taking the
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
train home to Cincinnati the next day, where we found a telegram
historical or other inquiries to:
from my brother saying he was taking the overnight train to arrive the
following morning. Not only had he been on one of those ships, but
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

had spent the night in the same hotel!
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† Transforming Saints of God
August 7th

Catherine Winkworth
Poet, 1878

C

atherine
Winkworth is
celebrated as the
premier translator of
German hymns and
chorales into English.
Winkworth was born in
London in 1827, but grew up in Manchester
where she spent most of her life. Her
lifelong fascination with German hymns and
chorales began during a yearlong visit to
Dresden, Germany, in 1848. Her first set of
translations, Lyra Germanica, 1855,
contained 103 hymns, and a second series
under the same title appeared in 1858, and
contained 121 hymns. Her translations were
immensely successful in expressing the
theological richness and spirit of the German
texts; Lyra Germanica went through
numerous editions and reprints and remains
today a monumental contribution to the
history of hymnody. Among the most well
known of Winkworth’s translations are
“Jesus, priceless treasure,” “Now thank we
all our God,” “Praise to the Lord, the
Almighty,” and “Deck thyself, my soul, with
gladness.”
In some cases, Winkworth’s sturdy
translations had been wed with tunes that did

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

not always capture the spirit of the original
German chorale. To help rectify this,
Winkworth published The Chorale Book for
England in 1863 that matched her
translations with their original tunes. In
1869, she published a commentary that
provided biographies of the German hymn
writers and other material to make the
German hymn and chorale more accessible to
the English singers of her masterful
translations.
She is also remembered for her advocacy
for women’s rights and for her efforts to
encourage university education for women.
In support of her advocacy for women,
Winkworth sought inspiration in German
literature and made it available in English
translation. Notable are her translations of
the biographies of two founders of
sisterhoods for the poor and the sick: Life of
Pastor Fliedner, 1861, and Life of Amelia
Sieveking, 1863.
Winkworth was traveling to an
international conference on women’s issues
when she died of a heart attack on July 1,
1878. She was 51. She was buried at
Monnetier, near Geneva. Her life and work
has been honored with a monument in Bristol
Cathedral.

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held at the Perry’s Home
Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Email Mary to sign up at
maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Standing Firm
Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes
of the devil.”
Ephesians 6:11
by Steve Hemming

H

ow are we to face the challenges and trials we face every day? God calls us to
stand firm. When we put our trust in the Lord, and resist the urge to run, He will
deliver us and protect us. As the Israelites were encamped at the Red Sea, and saw the
Egyptian army closing in on them, they cried out to Moses, in anticipation of their
impending doom. But Moses responded, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the
deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see
again. The Lord will fight for you; you only need to be still.” Exodus 14:13-14. Well, you
know the rest of the story; God parted the Red Sea, granting safe
passage for His chosen people, and when the Egyptians pursued after
them, the Lord collapsed the walls of water, and none of the enemy
survived.
When we stand firm in our trust of God, He will protect and deliver
us. We also need to stand firm in our faith in order to maintain our
freedom which Jesus Christ bought for us at the cross, ‘It was for
freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not
be subject again to a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 5:1.
What happens if we do not stand firm in our faith? The Lord gives
a sobering response to this question in Isaiah 7:9, “If you do not stand
firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.” Contrary to this, Jesus
offers this promise, “You will be hated by everyone because of me, but
the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.” Matthew 10:22.
In 1 Corinthians 16:13, the Apostle Paul encourages us to “Be on
your guard, stand firm in the faith, be courageous, be strong.” The surest way to stand firm
in your faith is to put on the full armor of God, “Therefore, take up the whole armor of God,
so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.”
Ephesians 6:13. Stand firm with the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, your feet
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the spirit, which is the Word of God (Ephesians 6:14-17). Are you
wearing your armor right now? If not, pause to put on the full armor of God, so that you
will be girded with the means to stand firm in faith against anything that comes your way.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The nonperishable items are provided by our generous congregation and are
truly appreciated. Donations for the food pantry can be left in the
basket at the back of the church. Delivery is made to one food
pantry each month. Thank you.

E

† Dorothy Day Ministry

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve meals at
the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury. Please consider helping out in
this vital ministry. Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.

† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board

A

lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more
highly than we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for
others, that the cause of Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual
Offertory Hymn
Communion Hymn
Closing Hymn

Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven
At the Name of Jesus
Jesus, Lover of My Soul
Just As I Am
Eternal Father, Strong to Save

Just As I Am

J

ust As I Am” is one of the few hymns for which we
know not only the author’s story but also the exact
circumstances in which it was written. Charlotte Elliott of
Brighton, England (1789–1871) was either born, or in early
life had become, an invalid. Her life was a testimony to
patient endurance in suffering, not only physical, but also
emotional and spiritual.
Charlotte's brother, the Rev. H. V. Elliott planned to
hold a charity bazaar designed to give, at a nominal cost, a
high education to the daughters of clergymen supported by
St Mary Church:
“The night before the bazaar she was kept wakeful by
distressing thoughts of her apparent uselessness; and
these thoughts passed by a transition easy to imagine into
a spiritual conflict, till she questioned the reality of her
whole spiritual life, and wondered whether it were
anything better after all than an illusion of the emotions,
an illusion ready to be sorrowfully dispelled. The next
day, the busy day of the bazaar, she lay upon her sofa in
that most pleasant boudoir set apart for her in Westfield
Lodge, ever a dear resort to her friends.” The troubles of the night came back upon her
with such force that she felt they must be met and conquered in the grace of God. She
gathered up in her soul the great certainties, not of her emotions, but of her salvation: her
Lord, His power, His promise. And taking pen and paper from the table she deliberately
set down in writing, for her own comfort, "the formulae of her faith." Hers was a heart
which always tended to express its depths in verse. So in verse she restated to herself the
Gospel of pardon, peace, and heaven. "Probably without difficulty or long pause" she
wrote the hymn, getting comfort by thus definitely "recollecting" the eternity of the Rock
beneath her feet. There, then, always, not only for some past moment, but " even now "
she was accepted in the Beloved "Just as I am."
Within a matter of years Ms. Elliott had the hymn published in The Invalid’s Hymn
Book, and from there it spread and gained in popularity.
Many people associate “Just As I Am” with the life and ministry of Billy Graham as for
years it was sung during altar calls at his crusades; it is also the title of his autobiography.

† Transforming Stewardship
After the fire, there was a small whispering
sound.”
- 1 Kings 19:12

F

or many of us, our prayers are petitions to
God, asking Him for something we want.
How many times do we take time, in silence,
to ask God what He wants from us? How do
we know what God wants us to do unless we
listen for Him on a regular basis?
11

† Bible Study Fellowship

B

ible Study Fellowship, BSF, is an interdenominational, in depth bible study free of
charge. This year's study is: The Life of Moses. We offer bible study questions,
small group discussions, commentary notes and lectures with life applications. There is a
school program for children, grades 1-12, which aligns with the adult program in content,
led by well trained teachers. Children should be registered before coming to class.
The class and new registration begins on Monday September 8th. The class runs for
30 weeks with breaks at Christmas and Easter.
The class meets and is hosted by the Southbury Baptist Church, 114
Roxbury Rd.. Southbury, CT. BSF International is not affiliated with this
church. For more information visit the website at www.bsfinternational.org.
You may also contact our class administrator Anette Hamerski at
anevergreenr@aol.com or Dorothy Crocker 860-355-5672.
For those who are not able to attend at Southbury, BSF is doing
something new and exciting with satellite discussion groups (SDG)! The
satellite class will meet at the St James Episcopal Church, 25 West Street
Danbury, from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. The first Welcome class will be on Tuesday August 19th.
The second class will be on September 9th and the first class night will also be held at the
same time. No children’s classes held at satellite locations. Contact Dorothy Crocker for
further information or Anette Hamerski at anevergreenr@aol.com

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study
will be studying Jeremiah &
Lamentations, starting September 2nd, at
9:15 am. Jeremiah, known as the weeping
prophet, faithfully and boldly
obeyed his calling to proclaim
God's judgment to an unheeding
nation, yet the plight of his
people affected him deeply.
Through lyrical prayers and
poems, the books of Jeremiah
and Lamentations paint a vivid
picture of human loneliness,
sorrow, and suffering while
revealing the beautiful hope
found only in God.
Come study with us and become more
enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11:00
am. Please register by August 19th, by
calling or emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203)
312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $10.
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The Hearts to Hands Ministry and
the Christian Caring Committee strive
to meet the physical needs of Saint
Paul's parishioners. We meet these
needs by coordinating assistance from
other parishioners who want to help. If
you are currently struggling with a
housing, transportation or financial
challenge, please contact Nicole
O'Connors (860) 788-2995 or Gail
Winkley (203) 775-3343 for assistance.

† Happy Birthday to You!

S

teven Kast celebrates today! Friday is the big
day for Christopher Hodge & Vinny
Cappiello. Chris Burr will be blowing out candles on
Saturday. Addison Koniecki, Dorothy Crocker &
Patrick O’Connors will be opening presents on Tuesday.
Have a blessed day everyone!

“It is made perfectly clear that if we do not forgive we shall not be forgiven.” C. S. Lewis
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Ingredients:
4 c. broccoli florets
4 whole large eggs
1 c. egg whites
¼ c. reduced fat shredded
cheddar cheese
¼ c. grated cheese (i.e.
Pecorino Romano)
1 tsp. olive oil
Salt & fresh pepper
Cooking spray

† Broccoli & Cheese Mini Egg Omelets
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350°.
Steam broccoli with a
little water for about 6-7
minutes. When broccoli
is cooked, crumble into
smaller pieces and add
olive oil, salt and
pepper. Mix well.

Spray a standard size non-stick cupcake tin with
cooking spray and spoon broccoli mixture evenly
into 9 tins.
In a medium bowl, beat egg whites, eggs, grated cheese, salt
and pepper. Pour into the greased tins over broccoli until a little more than ¾ full. Top
with grated cheddar and bake in the oven until cooked, about 20 minutes. Serve
immediately.
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

I

mpetuous Peter...so quick to want to show
his faith and trust in Jesus...and so equally
quick to fall back into fear when the wind
intruded. How often do we, attempting to live
as God’s stewards, let the winds of the world
make us falter in our trust for the ever-present
heavenly mercy? Thankfully, over and over
Jesus says, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

† Disciples See Christ Walking on the Water
approximately 1907
Tanner, Henry Ossawa, 1859-1937

T

he Des Moines Art Center is privileged to
own four exceptional works by the African
-American painter Henry Ossawa Tanner.
Tanner is regarded as the most distinguished
African-American artist of the 19th century and
the first to achieve international acclaim. Born
in Pittsburgh, Tanner attended the prestigious
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts in
Philadelphia. There he studied with a group of
master professors including Thomas Eakins,
who exerted a great influence on his early style.
In 1891, Tanner traveled to Europe and
eventually settled in Paris where he earned
multiple awards in the Paris salon exhibitions
of the time.
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UNITED SOLO
THEATRE
FESTIVAL
Theatre Row-The
Studio Theatre,
October 15,
3:30 pm

T

his compelling and remarkable story, written down by St. Mark but attributed to St.
Peter, tells of Jesus’s conflict with the religious and secular authorities of the time,
his important teachings, his somewhat stormy, often humorous relationships with his
disciples, his miraculous acts and, above all, his unique sense of mission. This complete
rendition of the Gospel, spoken in the simple and elegant English prose of the King James
Bible, is a thrilling and beautiful theater experience. Tickets at Telecharge or follow the
link from, www.stmarksgospel.com

St. Mark's
Gospel
St. Paul’s is
organizing a
group to see this
show, contact
Carol Ferro for
more info.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Steps of Faith - and Doubt
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
n our Hebrew Bible story, Israel, once called Jacob, has settled in the land of Canaan.
He sends his youngest and favorite son Joseph to assist his older brothers shepherding
the flock in Dotham. Joesph’s older brothers despise him out of jealousy and at first
conspire to murder him, though in the end they sell Joseph to Midianite traders who carry
him off in slavery to Egypt. Joseph will one day see God’s providential hand in these
actions, and ways in which evil may be turned to good.
Psalm 105, 1-6, 16-22, 45b
A hymn of praise celebrating God’s forming of a people through the generations.
Romans 10:5-15
In this lesson Paul teaches that the word of faith is a gift; by it we make
Matthew 14: 22-33
our saving confession that Jesus is Lord and that God raised him from the
dead. Without God’s grace the way of righteousness would be impossibly
Walking on the sea is not an
distant. But the faith that leads to righteousness is in our hearts and the
confession of salvation is on our lips. This is true for all people, no matter
idle, capricious, magic trick.
what their background, and so it is essential that the Good News be carried far
After spending time alone in
and wide, that all may call upon the name of the Lord.
Matthew 14:22-33
prayer, Jesus has stepped
The gospel is the story of Jesus’ walking on the water and his rescue of
out onto the back of a chaotic
Peter after his faith fails him. The narrative has several levels of meaning. In
legendary terms Jesus is like the Creator God who strides over the watery
and dangerous spirit to go and
chaos monster. Matthew’s gospel stresses this revelation of Jesus’ close
be with his friends.
relationship with God, as God’s Son, and the importance of faith on the part of
the disciples. A church beset by its own problems and lack of faith would be
glad to perceive in this story the saving presence of its risen Lord.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

“I

only went to Orlando to get a puppy
in the land of Disney.” To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos follow this
link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our
sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
…..St. Peter’s, South Windsor; Epiphany, Southbury; St. Paul’s,
Southington.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Lee Rybos, Betty Gardner, John Mainhart & Leontine Rybos,
continued healing.
…..the people of Wake Island; the people of Denmark; and our sister and brother members
of the Old Believers.
…..A job for Mary Ellen.
…..Liturgical assistants serving in parishes: lectors, lay readers, Eucharistic ministers,
Eucharistic visitors, lay evangelists.
…..Mindanao (Philippines), that believers’ heart will be filled with the peace that passes all
human understanding.
…..Pastor Jamie, recovering from a stroke.
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of August.
…..Ann Battista recovering from hip replacement surgery.
…..Sue, healing of her kidneys.
…..Michael for protection with the UN
peacekeeping service.
Jesus said: " Love the Lord your
…..Fr. George Hall as he prepares for another
God with all your heart and with all
surgery on August 11th.
…..Peace in Nigeria and the safe return of the
your soul and with all your mind.
kidnapped school girls.
This is the first and greatest com…..Brady Williams, who had his tonsils
mandment and the second is like it:
removed this week, quick and comfortable
Love your neighbor as yourself."
healing.
…..Thomas, speedy recovery from a second
operation on his leg.
…..Peace in South Sudan.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make
You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
The World’s Last
Night by C. S. Lewis
Doodle
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Find the Plaque Contest

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Selfies with the Father
Doug Melody won our first “Find the
Plaque Contest,” and many thanks to Stuart
Terrill, who provided us with his research
on the Hawley family. Maybe Stuart knows
where this plaque is honoring his father.
Be the first one to “Find the Plaque” and
you’ll win one of our awesome prizes!
Send your answer to
stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

W

ill “Selfies
with the
Father” go viral? Last
Tuesday night on a
national Twitter chat,
#ChSocM, with various
church communicators,
many churches loved
the “Selfie with the Father” idea started by our
youth and intend to start doing it themselves.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks Sword
Points:

C

hris Barrett, Dot Crocker,
Lynne Donnelly, Carol
Ferro, Steve Hemming, Carolyn
Legg, Bill Loring, Diane Loring,
Dori McManus, Doug Melody,
Heather Melody, Beth Miller,
Patrick O’Connors, Ken Perry,
Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Debi
Pomeroy, David Shepley, Joe
Shepley, Sir Arthur Shepley, David
Szen and
Pam
Szen.
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E

veryone wants a “Selfie with the Father!”
Pictured here is Sir Arthur, who we learned about
in last week’s sermon. Ah, but look closely, this is a
double selfie, as another of the Shepley poodles (peering
out the window) photo bombs her way into Sword Points!

S

end us a “selfie” of you with one of our fathers!
Bonus points awarded for actually getting Father Joe
or George or Bill in your “selfie” for real. Post it on
Facebook or Twitter (@StPaulsB use #Episcopal) or e-mail
us at StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com

