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"Go Therefore and Make Disciples of All Nations"
Dear Family of St. Paul's,

I

magine my surprise on
Tuesday afternoon when my
cell phone suddenly rang with a call
from Africa. It was David
'Hemingway' Shepley (my new
nickname for our intrepid traveleradventurer-writer), who had just
made the four-hour drive out of
the wilds of the remote bush and
was seeing civilization for the
first time in months. This was
our first conversation since
June 11th. It was good to hear his voice.
Evidently, the posh hotel I'd booked for him
in a town called, Arusha, to settle him before
his flight the next day to the capital, Dar es
Saalam (one more night in a hotel there, then
off to South Africa, and then JFK over the
next two days), couldn't find his reservation.
Was part of the issue of his reservation
delay the fact that he apparently entered the
fancy lobby with a foot-long ceremonial
knife from the Masai warriors, a scraggly
beard, hunting sandals and red robe in hand?
It certainly caught the attention of the British
tourists on safari who were in the lobby, I'm
told! I soon helped the clerk find the
reservation (my Swahili isn't what it used to
be, but fortunately the "King's English"
carried the day), and before we knew it,
David was enjoying his first burger and fries
(and brownies) in over two months, wellensconced in his suite (I made sure it had a
bathtub!).

(Matthew 28:19)

“Shower? I had less
than ten in two
months. Talk about
water conservation!
The two peaks in the
background are the
hills that I have
climbed. They are
called Mount
Ngahari.“
his diary entries and thinking of him. As you
read his final entry inside, you will see how
much your prayers mean to me. Hyenas
scratching at his door, lion tracks in his
camp, and a venomous snake encounter were
moments of the last few weeks preparing him
for what you will read next. Thanks be to
God, he is now headed home.
At St. Paul's, we continue living the Great
Commission each in our own way, some of
us locally, others abroad, and always in the
spirit of Christ-centered adventure. As I take
a sabbatical time to envision how we might
be even more mission-minded as a parish,
please keep praying for our common calling
to come into even greater focus. The future
is becoming increasingly clear and bright in
God's loving plan for St. Paul's, and there is
much awaiting us as we share the life of
grace together.

In the words of a Celtic blessing, "Till we
I would like to thank you all for your
meet again, may God hold you in the palm of
prayers and support of David. St. Paul's, as a His hand." See you soon, my friends.
mission post for our youth, provided David a
Faithfully your Rector,
church family he could be sent from as an
ambassador for Christ to East Africa, a sign
of our expanding influence across the globe
as a local church fulfilling the Great
Commission of making disciples of all
nations. He knew you were praying, reading

† Masai Mission
A Close Encounter of the Masai Kind

I

had a life-changing wildlife encounter on
Sunday. We went to hike a mountain, and
instead of driving, we walked over a mile through
the bush. When we arrived at the base of the
mountain, thick thorny thickets popped up creating a
dense and narrow passageway. As we entered, we suddenly walked into three Cape buffalo
(the most dangerous animal in all of Africa, commonly called "the widowmaker," since they
kill over 200 people a year), all hidden by a thicket less than twenty feet away from us! We
were very frightened as we gazed upon these big, mud-covered, ugly brutes! Fortunately,
they were facing away from us, so we were able to move away before they saw us. Had
they been facing our way, we probably
would have been "toast." We then kept
going up the hill, passing another thicket.
Our fellow Masai warriors and armed guide
did not see what I saw, and they kept
marching our group toward the thicket. I
was trailing the group and could see another
Cape buffalo move quickly in the thicket. I
immediately called it out, and we navigated
as one large unit away from the animal as
our armed guard aimed his cocked 450
caliber rifle at it as the Masai aimed their
spears toward its neck. We could see it
the
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David says goodbye to his
fellow warriors, and his cow.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
August 15th

Saint Mary the Virgin

Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ

T

he honor paid to Mary, the Mother of
Jesus Christ, goes back to the earliest
days of the Church. Two Gospels tell of the
manner of Christ’s birth, and the familiar
Christmas story testifies to the Church’s
conviction that he was born of a virgin. In
Luke’s Gospel, we catch a brief glimpse of
Jesus’ upbringing at Nazareth, when the
child was wholly in the care of his mother
and his foster-father, Joseph.
During Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, we
learn that Mary was often with the other
women who followed Jesus and ministered
to his needs. At Calvary, she was among the
little band of disciples who kept watch at the
cross. After the resurrection, she was to be
found with the Twelve in the upper room,
watching and praying until the coming of the
Spirit at Pentecost.
Mary was the person closest to Jesus in
his most impressionable years, and the words
of the Magnificat, as well as her humble
acceptance of the divine will, bear more than
an accidental resemblance to the Lord’s
Prayer and the Beatitudes of the Sermon on
the Mount.
Later devotion has claimed many things

for Mary which cannot be proved from Holy
Scripture. What we can believe is that one
who stood in so intimate a relationship with
the incarnate Son of God on earth must, of
all the human race, have the place of highest
honor in the eternal life of God. A
paraphrase of an ancient Greek hymn
expresses
this belief
in very
familiar
words: “O
higher
than the
cherubim,
more
glorious
than the
seraphim,
lead their
praises,
alleluia.”

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Aug 14

- 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
7:00 pm - Finance Committee, Guild Room
Fri, Aug 15
St. Mary the Virgin
6:00 pm - St. Paul’s OWN Thank You Dinner, Meadow
Sat, Aug 16
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Perry Home
10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Guild Room
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Sun, Aug 17 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist
10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist
Mon., Aug. 18 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Wed, Aug 20 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing
Thu, Aug 21 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room
Sat, Aug 23
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Perry Home
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Sun, Aug 24 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist
10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist
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† A Backward Glance: The Last Five Years Together

D

uring last Sunday's sermon, Fr. Joe shared some of our
accomplishments we have witnessed together the last five
years in three particular areas. Under St. Paul's admonition to
"stand firm" in the faith (1 Corinthians), here are three categories of
our stance made visible:

Physical stance-

Renovated office space/equipment
New staff positions created
Role of Sexton added to staff
Audio visual system installed and floors refinished in Guild Room
Air conditioning in our nursery
Dry walled/painted hallways with new ceiling and lighting
New carpets on both levels
Replaced five roofs
Freshly painted church interior
New sound equipment
Expanded/repainted parking lot
Parish hall, kitchen and restrooms renovated
A capital campaign launched and successfully executed

Relational stance-

Restoration of full fellowship with the Diocese of CT as we
retain a unique posture as a remnant witness
A Deacon added to our staff
Strengthened ties with broader ecumenical community
Name tags worn on Sunday
Policies and Procedures manual created at Vestry level

Missional stance-

Sword Points has expanded our communication
exponentially with Facebook and Twitter accounts now added
Chaplaincy of CT has trained over a dozen of our parishioners
New Bible studies have emerged
Strengthened healing and Stephen Ministries
Hearts to Hands created
Two Alpha courses completed
An ambassador added to our Jericho outreach relationship
Christian Caring expanded
Two successful Mission trips by our youth
Grief support group formed
Homeschooling community classes added
Tanzania mission expanded across the country from West now to East
This is by no means an exhaustive list, but nevertheless reveals what we have
accomplished together in just five years, by God's grace. Let's see what the next five years
bring!

† Sermon Shorts

B

y the grace of God, look how far we have come, and look
where we will go together with hope always before us in
Jesus.To replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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Crocker
Hall
Renovations
It’s starting to look a lot like...a Parish Hall!

Safety is of
the utmost
importance.
The doors to
the construction zone will
be locked during the work.
Please do
not contact
the construction crew, nor
attempt to enter the site at
any time.
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Good Samaritan Mission (Jericho Partnership) is seeking to fill two paid
staff positions:
1. Administrative Assistant
2. Community Learning Center Manager
Please see the attached job descriptions (click
on them to read) and share them as you see fit.
Any questions you have may be directed to
GSM’s operations manager, Donna Shaw, at 203
-702-4838 or dshaw@ccominc.org. Thanks.
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Rising Light
A weekly column

By Sarah Shepley

E

vil exists in the world. Although there is a heaven, there is
also a hell. Where there is good there is also evil. So many
people don’t consider evil as a present and powerful force, but it
is imperative in our walk with God that we perceive evil with as
much seriousness as heavenly forces. Every second of the day
there is a spiritual battle occurring; it takes place in the lives of
humans. Constantly there is a fight for each person’s soul, and
our faith determines which side we claim. We must be wary of
our thoughts and feelings and check if
they align with God’s principles or
Satan’s principles. When we are caught
off guard and fall into temptations or
experience thoughts and emotions that are not from God, we can
always pray for forgiveness and ask Him to cleanse our minds.
Once we accept Jesus into our heart there is no way that Satan can
permanently snatch us from God’s perfect plan for our lives,
although he may trick us into believing his lies from time to time.
It is our decision whether or not to believe these lies. Overall, we
must regard this unseen battle as a legitimate and ongoing battle,
and we should guard our hearts from any ungodly influences that might lead us askew from
God’s perfect plan for our lives.
Ephesians 6:12
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly realms.

† St. Paul’s Women’s Evening Ministry
Please join us this July and August for Bible study and fellowship
We are meeting on four Mondays: July 7th, July 21st, August 11th and August 25th

"Choose Joy: Because Happiness Isn’t Enough"
by Kay Warren
EVERYONE KNOWS HOW TO BE JOYFUL IN THE PEAKS OF LIFE.
I’ve graduated! I’m engaged! I’ve been hired! I’m having a baby! I’m cancer-free!
When all your fondest hopes and wildest dreams come true, and
your heart nearly explodes with happiness, it’s easy to feel joyful. But
what about the valleys? When nothing seems to go your way? When
everything is falling apart? When God is silent and you feel all alone?
Where does joy fit into those moments?
In Choose Joy, acclaimed author and Christian leader Kay Warren
shares the path to experiencing soul-satisfying joy no matter what
you’re going through. Joy is deeper than happiness, lasts longer than
excitement and is more satisfying than pleasure and thrills. Joy is
richer. Fuller. And its far more accessible than you’ve thought.
Joy comes from God and it can be yours! Today.
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† #TBT - 1992 Youth Mission Trip

A

s our current youth group thanks its supporters tomorrow, we found another
mission trip photo from the past, this time 1992. That year our group repaired
homes in Dungannon, Virginia. Shown here are: l. to r., Sandy Santa Maria, Krissy Santa
Maria, Eric Wanzer, Lois Hunt, Meg Dinsmore, Chrissy Andrews and seated in front Andrea
Dayton and Gwynn Davidson.

To the left is a year-old
Abby Schrull enjoying
her first St. Paul’s
Friendship Fair. You’ll
have to ask Bill or Cathy
for the year.

And to the right from our
1973 pictorial directory,
we have the Don & Gail
Winkley family.
8
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† Music Ministry Retreat

he 3rd Music Ministry Retreat will be held on Saturday,
September 6, 8:30 - 2:00 at the Community Coffee House in
Danbury (7 Madison Ave, Danbury). The day will include a Bible
study, singing, and planning ideas for the year ahead. We will send
out a more specific outline of the day as we get closer, but there will
be coffee and muffins to start, and lunch will be provided.
If you are free the night before, Friday, September 5, a pre-retreat
evening of fellowship and worship has been planned at the
Community Coffee House. Come at 7:00, bring something to eat,
and we’ll just enjoy being together.
At your earliest convenience, please let Kirsten or Patrick know
whether you will or will not be attending on Saturday and/or Friday
so that we can plan accordingly. Thank you for all you contribute to
worship at St. Paul’s. We’re looking forward to the new year!

H

ere’s a unique stained glass window. Yep,
that's Snoopy! The story is that when the
church was being built the rector had befriended a
young boy who was dying of cancer. This boy always
had a stuffed Snoopy doll with him and told the priest
to include Snoopy somewhere in the sanctuary. And so
they have him. If you're ever in Los Angeles, visit St
Mary's on Mariposa in Koreatown. They are one of the
few historically Japanese American Episcopal
churches!

Name Tags - Please continue to be
courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to
them and by wearing your name tag.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held at the Perry’s Home
Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Email Mary to sign up at
maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Rudiments of Prayer
“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”

James 5:16
by Steve Hemming

PRAY ALWAYS
“praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end
with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints” Ephesians 6:18
“Then He spoke a parable to them that men always ought to pray and not lose heart”
Luke 18:1
PRAY WITH PERSISTENCE
“And He said to them, “Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and
say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine has come to me on his
journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; and he will answer from within and say, ‘Do
not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and
give to you’? I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend,
yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs. So I say to
you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to
you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it
will be opened.” Luke 11:5-10
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17
“For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to
ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding” Colossians 1:9
PRAY STEADFASTLY
“rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer” Romans 12:12
PRAY WITH THANKSGIVING
“Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving” Colossians 4:2
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God” Philippians 4:6
PRAY TO AVOID TEMPTATION
“Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.” Matthew 26:41 (Also Mark 14:38)
“When He came to the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into
temptation.” Luke 22:40
PRAY WATCHFULLY
“Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these
things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man” Luke 21:36
“But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.”
1 Peter 4:7

E

† Dorothy Day Ministry

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve meals at
the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury. Please consider helping out in
this vital ministry. Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Christ is the World’s True Light
In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
Christ for the World We Sing

There's a Wideness in God's Mercy

T

he author of this hymn, Frederick William Faber, was raised as a Huguenot, but
went to Oxford and was ordained as an Anglican priest in 1837. He then came to
know John Henry Newman, the famous Catholic priest (and later Cardinal). Under
Newman's influence, Faber was re-baptized and re-ordained as a
Catholic priest.
Want to listen in to what we’ll
Faber was an admirer of good poetry, and
became good friends with the poet, William
be singing on Sunday at 10:30?
Wordsworth. The two of them would often
Or do you want to listen to a
take long walks together in the mountains.
song
from last week once more?
Knowing the power of hymns in the
Protestant tradition, Faber wanted to
You can listen on Spotify by clicking
make hymn-singing more important in
the Catholic tradition. He wrote a
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service
number of hymns, of which this and
"Faith of Our Fathers" are the best
This
known today.
week’s set
"There's a Wideness in God's Mercy" includes:
celebrates the wideness of God's mercy King of
"like the wideness of the sea." It celebrates
God's welcome for the sinner and the "good" person Heaven,
Empty Me,
alike. It reminds us that "the love of God is broader than the
Your Great
measure of our mind" - and therefore encourages us to broaden the
Name, Great
measure of our own love so that it might be more like God's love.
And, finally, it calls us to "rest upon God's word" so that "our lives Are You
(might be) illumined by the presence of our Lord."
Lord, Thank You God For Saving Me
- copyright 2006, Richard Niell Donovan

† Transforming Stewardship
“For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.”
- Romans 11:29

G

od has a special mission in mind for each of us. He has
given us the gifts we need to accomplish that mission.
We are called to be good stewards by using those gifts to do the
work that He has planned for each of us. If we deny our gifts or
fail to use them as God calls us to use them, then some part of
His work will be left undone.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The nonperishable items are provided by our generous congregation and are
truly appreciated. Donations for the food pantry can be left in the
basket at the back of the church. Delivery is made to one food
pantry each month. Thank you.
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† Bible Study Fellowship

B

ible Study Fellowship, BSF, is an interdenominational, in depth bible study free of
charge. This year's study is: The Life of Moses. We offer bible study questions,
small group discussions, commentary notes and lectures with life applications. There is a
school program for children, grades 1-12, which aligns with the adult program in content,
led by well trained teachers. Children should be registered before coming to class.
The class and new registration begins on Monday September 8th. The class runs for
30 weeks with breaks at Christmas and Easter.
The class meets and is hosted by the Southbury Baptist Church, 114
Roxbury Rd.. Southbury, CT. BSF International is not affiliated with this
church. For more information visit the website at www.bsfinternational.org.
You may also contact our class administrator Anette Hamerski at
anevergreenr@aol.com or Dorothy Crocker 860-355-5672.
For those who are not able to attend at Southbury, BSF is doing
something new and exciting with satellite discussion groups (SDG)! The
satellite class will meet at the St James Episcopal Church, 25 West Street
Danbury, from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. The first Welcome class will be on Tuesday August 19th.
The second class will be on September 9th and the first class night will also be held at the
same time. No children’s classes held at satellite locations. Contact Dorothy Crocker for
further information or Anette Hamerski at anevergreenr@aol.com

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study
will be studying Jeremiah &
Lamentations, starting September 2nd, at
9:15 am. Jeremiah, known as the weeping
prophet, faithfully and boldly
obeyed his calling to proclaim
God's judgment to an unheeding
nation, yet the plight of his
people affected him deeply.
Through lyrical prayers and
poems, the books of Jeremiah
and Lamentations paint a vivid
picture of human loneliness,
sorrow, and suffering while
revealing the beautiful hope
found only in God.
Come study with us and become more
enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11:00
am. Please register by August 19th, by
calling or emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203)
312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $10.
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The Hearts to Hands Ministry and
the Christian Caring Committee strive
to meet the physical needs of Saint
Paul's parishioners. We meet these
needs by coordinating assistance from
other parishioners who want to help. If
you are currently struggling with a
housing, transportation or financial
challenge, please contact Nicole
O'Connors (860) 788-2995 or Gail
Winkley (203) 775-3343 for assistance.

† Friends of St. Francis
Sir Arthur
Sir Art, the
Shepley’s therapydog-in-training, has
already been out
making visits.

Hi “Jinx”
with the Father

M

eet Tom Tucker's
new cattle dog,
Jinx, rescued recently from
the shelter. Here he gets an
early start on the pet
blessing scheduled for
October 4th, Fr. Joe's first
official service upon
returning from sabbatical.
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† Happy Birthday to You!

A

lan Ready & Donna Betts celebrate today! Friday is the big day
for Evelyn Kumerle & Sean Gallo. Jeff Sullinger will be blowing
out candles on Saturday. Ray Ferro will be opening presents on
Sunday. Dan Meyers gets a cake on Monday. Chris Barrett will be another
year older and wiser on Tuesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
Will power does not change men. Time does not change men. Christ does.
~ Henry Drummond
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† Chicken Kiev
Ingredients:
2 cloves garlic, finely chopped
1 tsp. basil
1 tsp. oregano
½ tsp. salt
2 c. fine plain bread crumbs
½ c. butter
8 boned and skinned chicken
breast halves
¼ c. dry white wine or
vermouth
¼ c. green onions, sliced

Directions:
Preheat oven to 375°. Mix garlic, basil, oregano and salt with
bread crumbs. Place on a large plate. Melt ¼ cup of butter.
Dip each chicken breast in the melted butter, roll in bread
crumbs and place in a
shallow baking pan. Bake
for 25-30 minutes or until
breasts are fully cooked.
Melt the remaining ¼ cup
butter, mix in wine and
green onions. Pour over
chicken when done.
Return chicken to oven
for 3-5 minutes until sauce is hot.
Thanks Mary Ellen Healey for the recipe found in
the What’s Cooking at Saint Paul’s cookbook.
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

I

n the Gospel which speaks of the pleas of the
Canaanite woman (the Canaanites and Israelites
did not enjoy amicable relationships), Jesus reminded
the Disciples that he had been sent to seek the “lost.”
How reassuring to know that he still to this day seeks
the “lost” among us, and that if we continue to have faith as the
woman did, God has promised to guide and support our lives!

† Joseph Pardons His Brothers
probably 1515, Bacchiacca

T

his painting is one of a series of panels that decorated the bedchamber of the
Borgherini Palazzo in Florence. Together, they tell the life of Joseph from the Bible
(Old Testament). Here Joseph pardons his brothers for selling him into slavery; as they beg
for Joseph's mercy; he reveals himself and forgives them (Genesis 43).
'Joseph
receives his
Brothers' by the
artist and 'Joseph
sold to Potiphar',
'Pharaoh with his
Butler and Baker',
'Joseph's Brothers
beg for Help' and
'Joseph with Jacob
in Egypt' by
Pontormo, are part
of the same series.
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UNITED SOLO
THEATRE
FESTIVAL
Theatre Row-The
Studio Theatre,
October 15,
3:30 pm

T

his compelling and remarkable story, written down by St. Mark but attributed to St.
Peter, tells of Jesus’s conflict with the religious and secular authorities of the time,
his important teachings, his somewhat stormy, often humorous relationships with his
disciples, his miraculous acts and, above all, his unique sense of mission. This complete
rendition of the Gospel, spoken in the simple and elegant English prose of the King James
Bible, is a thrilling and beautiful theater experience. Tickets at Telecharge or follow the
link from, www.stmarksgospel.com

St. Mark's
Gospel
St. Paul’s is
organizing a
group to see this
show, contact
Carol Ferro for
more info.

† Transforming Saints of God
August 14th

Jonathan Myrick Daniels

J

Seminarian and Martyr, 1965

onathan Myrick Daniels was born in
Keene, New Hampshire, in 1939. He
was shot and killed by an unemployed
highway worker in Hayneville, Alabama,
August 14, 1965.
From high school in Keene to graduate
school at Harvard, Jonathan wrestled with
the meaning of life and death and
vocation. Attracted to medicine, the
ordained ministry, law and writing, he
found himself close to a loss of faith
when his search was resolved by a
profound conversion on Easter Day
1962 at the Church of the Advent in
Boston. Jonathan then entered the
Episcopal Theological School in
Cambridge, Massachusetts. In March
1965, the televised appeal of Martin
Luther King, Jr. to come to Selma to
secure for all citizens the right to vote
drew Jonathan to a time and place where the
nation’s racism and the Episcopal Church’s
share in that inheritance were exposed.
He returned to seminary and asked leave
to work in Selma where he would be
sponsored by the Episcopal Society for
Cultural and Racial Unity. Conviction of his
calling was deepened at Evening Prayer
during the singing of the Magnificat: “ ‘He
hath put down the mighty from their seat and
16

hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath
filled the hungry with good things.’ I knew
that I must go to Selma. The Virgin’s song
was to grow more and more dear to me in the
weeks ahead.” Jailed on August 14 for
joining a picket line, Jonathan and his
companions were unexpectedly released.
Aware that they were in danger, four of them
walked to a small store. As sixteen-year-old
Ruby Sales reached the top step of the
entrance, a man with a gun appeared, cursing
her. Jonathan pulled her to one side to shield
her from the unexpected threats. As a result,
he was killed by a blast from the 12-gauge
gun.
The letters and papers Jonathan left bear
eloquent witness to the profound effect
Selma had upon him. He writes, “The
doctrine of the creeds, the enacted faith of
the sacraments, were the essential
preconditions of the experience itself. The
faith with which I went to Selma has not
changed: it has grown ... I began to know in
my bones and sinews that I had been truly
baptized into the Lord’s death and
resurrection ... with them, the black men and
white men, with all life, in him whose Name
is above all the names that the races and
nations shout ... We are indelibly and
unspeakably one.”

† This Sunday’s Readings
Hope for Deliverance
Genesis 45:1-15
ur Hebrew scripture lesson relates a decisive moment in the story of
Joseph as he reveals himself to his brothers, who then journey home
to tell their father Jacob that his son is still alive. The brothers are at first
overwhelmed by the discovery that the brother they had sold into slavery is
now Pharaoh’s right-hand man. Joseph tells them not to be upset: this had all
been part of God’s plan to preserve Israel during the coming time of famine.
Psalm 133
The psalm celebrates the blessing of a harmonious people.
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
In this reading Paul sets forth his belief that God plans to bring Jews as
well as Gentiles to salvation. This apostle to the Gentiles continues to wrestle
with a difficult question: why is it that so many of Jesus’ own people have
not accepted him as the Christ? God has not rejected the Jewish people who
were foreknown, yet now Jews and Gentiles are equal in that all have been
disobedient to God. In the next step the Jewish people will see the mercy
shown to the Gentiles and want themselves to share in it in their own way.
Matthew 15: 10-28
In our gospel Jesus teaches that the thoughts and intentions of the human
heart are paramount. Jesus warns against such blind guides preoccupied with
externals. He then travels beyond the boundaries of Israel to the territory of
Tyre and Sidon and encounters a Canaanite woman who beseeches him to
heal her daughter. The first Christians were unsure whether they were to
offer the faith to non-Jews, and the give-and-take in this story may reflect that
uncertainty. Jesus sees his own mission as confined to Israel, but the
woman’s faith causes him to give her the bread she asks for. Symbolically it
is the saving food of the gospel which heals her daughter.

O

Matthew 15: 10-28
This incident is a beautiful
illustration of the teaching
Jesus has just
made. Outwardly,
this woman has
nothing about her
that is "clean."
But she has two
things in her heart
that make her right with God:
her unwavering, nagging,
persistent care for her
daughter; and, her unwavering,
nagging, persistent trust that
Jesus can cure her daughter.
And these two things cause
Jesus to undergo a change of
heart himself.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board

A

lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more
highly than we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for
others, that the cause of Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
…..Trinity, Southport; Grace Church, Stafford Springs; Church of Christ the
Healer, Stamford.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Lee Rybos, Betty Gardner, John Mainhart & Leontine Rybos,
continued healing.
…..the people of Afghanistan; the people of Denmark; and our sister and brother members
of the United Pentecostal Church International.
…..A job for Mary Ellen.
…..Church musicians: organists; choirs and choir directors; bands; community chorister
programs; parish committees on liturgy, music, and
worship; the diocesan Liturgy & Music Commission.
…..Christians in Northern Iraq facing persecution at the
hands of advancing ISIS forces. Pray also for radical
Muslims there (and in other nations) to come to know
Jesus Christ.
…..Pastor Jamie, recovering from a stroke.
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food
Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of August.
…..Ann Battista recovering from hip replacement surgery.
…..Sue, healing of her kidneys.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Fr. George Hall, heasling from his surgery earlier
this week.
…..Peace in Nigeria and the safe return of the kidnapped
school girls.
…..Thomas, speedy recovery from a second operation on his leg.
…..Peace in South Sudan.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
This video shows what it’s
like to be a member of the
Christ the Redeemer statue
property committee. And
don’t forget your cell
phone.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Selfies with the Father
Find the Plaque Contest

Stu Terrill knew right where to find this plaque.
It’s on the door of Fr. Joe’s office and is in memory
of Stuart’s father, a lifelong member of St. Paul’s and
former warden. At one point the Terrill’s lived on
Longmeadow Hill Road in a former St. Paul’s
Rectory.

B

efore moving to Massachusetts, Brian Werneburg
managed to get this “Selfie with the Father”
before Fr. Joe heads off on his sabbatical.

S
† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks Sword
Points:

end us a “selfie” of you with one of our fathers! Bonus
points awarded for actually getting Father Joe or George
or Bill in your “selfie” for real. Post it on Facebook or
Twitter (@StPaulsB use #Episcopal) or e-mail us at
StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com
In the video below a wingsuit dare devil attempts to fly by
the Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio where he meets his maker.

C

hris Barrett, Dot Crocker,
Lynne Donnelly, Carol
Ferro, Steve Hemming, Carolyn
Legg, Bill Loring, Diane Loring,
Dori McManus, Doug Melody,
Heather Melody, Beth Miller,
Patrick O’Connors, Ken Perry,
Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Debi
Pomeroy, David Shepley, Joe
Shepley, Sir Arthur Shepley, David
Szen and
Pam
Szen.
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