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† The Commandment of the Lord Is Clear
and Gives Light to the Eyes

(Psalm 19:8)

Dear Friends,

O

ne can hardly contain the excitement in thinking
about our reunion this Sunday after six weeks
apart! As we come under the cross together, fixing our
eyes on Jesus, consider what we will hear: our Old
Testament reading from Exodus will bring us the Ten
Commandments, while our 19th Psalm reinforces the life
-giving touch of God's decrees; then our New Testament
reading from Philippians will offer a witness of the
Apostle Paul humbling himself in the face of God's
holiness, while our Gospel emphasizes the divine
Sonship of Jesus our Savior. Additionally, our worship
music selections will carry us in the Spirit, weaving us
more and more into the Word, which is the very heart of
God. As John's Gospel reminds us, "No one has ever
seen God. The only Son, who is in the heart of the
Father, He has made Him known" (John 1:18). May we
know Christ together, as we in turn make Christ known to a world needing light to the eyes.
The sermon will involve a study of God's commandments,
reflections from the sabbatical (derived from the word,
"sabbath, " one of God's commandments, by the way), and
shared visions for our life together. God has so much for us as
a Christ-centered parish, and we have the opportunity to walk
by faith into the light of the Lord like never before. May our
eyes become even brighter, our perspective clearer and our
love deeper, all through the grace of God. Come this Sunday
with anticipation that we will enter the presence of God.
Oh yes, one final thing, which is actually a question for all
of you: so, how does the parish hall look? Wait, never mind!
Don't all e-mail at once; parish administration and sermon
preparation shall be the week's priories! Crocker Hall will be revealed soon enough to this
grateful Rector longing to be with you again. And that shall be very soon.
Faithfully,

Save-the-Date
Crocker Hall
Celebration
Saturday,
November 1st

E

† Dorothy Day Ministry

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve meals at
the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury. Please consider helping out in this
vital ministry. Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Oct 2
Sat, Oct 4

Sun, Oct 5

Mon, Oct 6
Tue, Oct 7
Wed, Oct 8

Thu, Oct 9

Sat, Oct 11

Sun, Oct 12
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- 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall
8:30 am - Jericho Day of Service, Danbury
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Parish Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist
9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Class Room
9:30 am - Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist
2:30 pm - Youth Group Juniors
4:00 pm - Youth Group
- 5:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room
7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
- 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Parish Hall
- 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite I & Healing
7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room
7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
- 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Parish Hall
11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist
9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Class Room
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist

W

Come See Our Updated Nursery!

ith the help of many wonderful donations, we were able to
recently update the look of our church nursery. It looks
beautiful and we invite you to stop by to
take a look on Sunday. We would still
love to add some larger toy donations - a
magnetic easel, a play kitchen with
pretend food and dishes, a children's table/
chairs and push/pull toys. Please place
donations in the nursery and/or contact Nicole
O'Connors at (860) 788-2995. Thank you
for your support. Leave donations in the
nursery. Thank you in advance!
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Blessing of the
Animals
Saturday,
October 4
2:00 to 4:00 PM
St. Paul’s
Memorial
Garden
The Hearts to Hands Ministry and the Christian Caring
Committee strive to meet the physical needs of Saint Paul's
parishioners. We meet these needs by coordinating
assistance from other parishioners who want to help. If
you are currently struggling with a housing,
transportation or financial challenge, please contact
Nicole O'Connors (860) 788-2995 or Gail Winkley (203) 775-3343
for assistance.
Thank You From Hearts to Hands Ministry
A huge thank you to all of the many volunteers that have supported our
ministry and those that we are assisting recently. You are making a huge
difference in our ability to meet the most basic physical needs of parishioners
in need.

† Christian Men’s Luncheon

B

ill Beattie will be the featured speaker at the Men's Luncheon, today, Oct. 2nd.
Bill grew up in North Philadelphia as an at-risk kid. Mentored by his youth
pastor and his chemistry teacher, at the age of 16 he accepted Jesus.
After a successful business career Bill sensed a calling to serve at-risk youth in his
community. In 1996 he founded Pathways to mentor at-risk boys. In 2005 he
founded Jericho Partnership which is a collaboration of church partners, ministry
partners and mobilizes nearly 3,000 volunteers to transform lives in Danbury.
Come. Invite a friend. Enjoy a great presentation by Bill. Participate in a time of
wonderful fellowship. Today, October 2nd at noon. Armando's Restaurant, Rt. 6,
Newtown Rd.
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St. Paul’s OWN Juniors will kick-off this Sunday at
2:30 pm in the meadow behind the church. Juniors is
open to students in grades 4-6. Friends of students are
also welcome! We hope to see you there!
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JERICHO DAY OF SERVICE
THIS SATURDAY – OCTOBER 4
BEGINNING AT 8:30 A.M.
Jericho has arranged a wonderful Day of
Service for St. Paul’s parishioners THIS
Saturday.

at 8:30 A.M.

We will meet in the Parking Lot of St.
Paul’s LUTHERAN Church on Spring Street

Volunteer Assignments include:
Good Samaritan Mission Kitchen: Overhaul
Good Samaritan Center: Facelift
Jericho Neighborhood Center Garden: Maintenance
Jericho Neighborhood Center Food Pantry: Distribution
Jericho Neighborhood Center Kitchen: Make Lunch
If you have not already signed up but would like to
participate in this wonderful time of MISSION &
FELLOWSHIP, contact PAM SZEN at
prszen@gmail.com
BREAKFAST & LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED.
PROGRAM SHOULD END AROUND 2:00 P.M.
You can make an INCREDIBLE difference in the
lives of those in-need through the giving of your
time.
Thank you to everyone who has already signed up.
You will be blessed.
UNITED SOLO
THEATRE
FESTIVAL
Theatre Row-The
Studio Theatre,
October 15,
3:30 pm

St. Mark's
Gospel
St. Paul’s is
organizing a
group to see this
show, contact
Carol Ferro for
more info.
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T

his compelling and remarkable story, written down by St. Mark but attributed to St.
Peter, tells of Jesus’s conflict with the religious and secular authorities of the time,
his important teachings, his somewhat stormy, often humorous relationships with his
disciples, his miraculous acts and, above all, his unique sense of mission. This complete
rendition of the Gospel, spoken in the simple and elegant English prose of the King James
Bible, is a thrilling and beautiful theater experience. Tickets at Telecharge or follow the
link from, www.stmarksgospel.com

† His Help Is Never Out of Reach

by Steve Hemming

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right
hand.” Isaiah 41:10

W

hen I was very young, my family vacationed in Florida, and on a particular day,
my father and I went into a natural wading pool near the ocean. At first, my feet
could easily touch the bottom of the pool, but because the salt water was murky, I couldn’t
see that where I was walking was rapidly getting deeper. My Dad was facing away from me
at the time and I found myself in water well over my head. I didn’t know how to swim, so I
flailed desperately to keep my head above water. I panicked as I went down underneath
twice, struggling to keep afloat. I tried unsuccessfully a third time to get to the surface. By
then, exhausted and depleted as I fell below, I thought to myself “that was it; I am going to
drown.” Suddenly, out of nowhere, I felt an arm reach down and pull me up from the
depths. It was my Dad! He saved my life!
In this world where we face tribulations nearly every day, have you ever felt as though
you were drowning in the midst of your difficulties? I
know I have. But just like my earthly father saved me from
drowning in the pool, our heavenly Father is our very
present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1). When we wade
through deep pools of despair, He will not allow the water
to overflow us, and when we walk through the fiery trials,
we will not be scorched (Isaiah 43:2).
You’ll recall when Peter climbed out of the boat onto
the Sea of Galilee to walk on the water to go to Jesus our
Lord, he became afraid by the boisterous wind, and
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Immediately, Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him,
and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you
doubt?” (Matthew 14:29-31).
Instead of being like Peter and sink in fear, we must
have faith in God, have no doubt in our heart, and believe (Mark 11:22-23) that God will
reach down and save us from drowning, no matter what dire circumstance or threat we may
face. For He promises, “I, the Lord your God, will hold your right hand, saying to you,
‘Fear not, I will help you” (Isaiah 41:13). Therefore, let us hold fast to the confession of our
hope without wavering, for He who has promised is faithful (Hebrews 10:23). AMEN.
Sacristans for October are
Betty Gardner and Gail Winkley.

† Happy Birthday
to You!

M

ichael Kane will
be opening
presents on Friday. Diane
Loring celebrates Saturday!
Monday is the big day for
Laura Zombo. Barbara
Castronova will be
blowing out candles on
Tuesday. Cindy Maier
will be another year older
and wiser on Wednesday.
Have a blessed day
everyone!
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Christ is Made the Sure Foundation
Fight the Good Fight With All Thy Might
Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above
Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus!

Opening Hymn
Gradual
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

“O Bless the Lord, My Soul!”

T

he old town of Guildford lies pleasantly on the River Wey
just thirty miles from London on the road to Portsmouth.

But on April 9,1875, a tragedy happened in the town which cast a
gloom over happy Guildford. The vicar of St. Nicholas, J. S. B.
Monsell, was inspecting the roof of his church, which stands guardian
at the bottom of the famous High Street. Reconstruction work was
going on, and the vicar was up amongst
the workmen discussing their work. He
Want to listen in to what we’ll
missed his footing and fell heavily off
be singing on Sunday at 10:30?
the roof and died from his injuries.

Or do you want to listen to a

He was a prolific hymn-writer. There are song from last week once more?
over three hundred to his name, but "Fight
The Good Fight" is the one that has found its own niche where
You can listen on Spotify by clicking
good hymns are sung.
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service
Its manly, direct verses with the touch of challenge and
achievement in them are a fine memorial to the Guildford vicar.
Fight the good fight with all thy might;
Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right;
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Thy joy and crown eternally.
Faint not, nor fear, His arms are near,
He changeth not, and thou art dear;
Only believe, and thou shalt see
That Christ is all in all to thee.

This week’s set includes: Song to the
Savior,
10,000
Reasons, For
You Alone,
Thank You
God for
Saving Me,
Call Me
Home

† Transforming Stewardship
“The stone the builders rejected has become the corner stone…”
- Matthew 21:42

J

esus was the corner stone and He was rejected by the religious and
political leaders of his day, as well as ordinary citizens. Living a
stewardship lifestyle may cause you to be “rejected” by others in today’s society.
For example, saying grace before a meal in a restaurant may attract some strange
looks from some. But to others it is sign that God is alive and well!

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The
non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
8

† Where I Went to Church Last Sunday
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church
Kennebunkport, Maine
ot only is this the summer parish of
former President Bush(s) and their
ancestors, it features an historic church made of
local stone (just like St. Paul's in Brookfield), as
well as an outdoor altar for their summer
services looking out over the sea. The Secret
Service had the day off during my visit, so I put
on my shades and stepped in. :)

N

M

any thanks to our newest gardening angels, Tammy Dominique and John Rosa
(pictured above) and Mary Beth Durkin, who overhauled and beautified our front
gardens last week.
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Ingredients:
1 box yellow cake mix
3 eggs
1 ½ tsp. vanilla
1 1/3 c. water

† Crumb Cake

Directions:
Combine cake mix, eggs,
vanilla and water. Beat for
3 minutes. Pour into a
Crumb Topping
greased and floured 11 x
4 c. flour
15” pan. Bake at 350° for
1 1/3 c. sugar
17 minutes.
3 sticks butter
Topping Directions:
3 T. cinnamon (I use much Combine flour, sugar and
more)
cinnamon. Cut in butter
Confectioner’s sugar
until mixture is crumbly.
Sprinkle crumb mixture
over cake and bake for an additional 17 minutes. Sift
confectioner’s sugar over top after cake is cooled.
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

A

nd then there are the unfaithful and murderous tenants in the
vineyard. Jesus’ parable says in part that the vineyard will be given
to new tenants who will produce a good harvest and be loyal to God, the
landowner. Christ, rejected by the hierarchy, is the new cornerstone, and
both the early Christians (and those of us who call ourselves Christians
today) are called to be the new tenants and faithful servants.
What are you doing in your life to be a faithful servant? How do
you live and serve God
and those around you?

† Moses Receiving the Law

"T

C. 600

he Ashburnham Pentateuch
(Paris, Bibl. Nat. MS, also
known as the Tours Pentateuch) is a late
6th or early 7th century illuminated
manuscript of the Pentateuch (the first
five books of the Old Testament). It is
thought to have originally included as
many as 68 full page miniatures. The
origin of this manuscript is uncertain.
Although it has been described by some
scholars as Spanish, it may have come
from North Africa, Syria or Italy." -from Wikipedia
One of the most interesting aspects of
this early Christian view of Moses
receiving the Ten Commandments is the
depiction of God on the mountain top; a
shining half-face, the eye-pupil, peers
out of a large eye-shaped white form.
10
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† What’s Your Spiritual Gift?
Click on the following link to assess your God given
gifts:
http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift.

Discerning of Spirits
The gift of discerning of spirits is the special
ability that God gives to certain members of the
Body of Christ to know with assurance whether
certain behavior purported to be of God is in reality
divine, human or Satanic..
Matthew 16:21-23 * Acts 5:1-11 * Acts 16:16-18 *
1 Corinthians 12:10 * 1 John 4:1-6

Sunday School Registration

S

till need to register
your Sunday
School-aged children?
Please look for the bright yellow registration forms on the
back table in the sanctuary. Fill it out with all of your
child's pertinent information and return to Heather Melody,
Nicole O'Connors or place it on the small bookcase in the
Sunday School hallway. We are so excited to teach your
child(ren) this year. Please contact us with any questions
or concerns.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall
Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Email Mary to sign up at
maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† #TBT

T

he two teachers
have been
identified as Kay Burke
on the left and Trish
Floyd in the center.
Anyone know who
any of the children are?
They are probably out of
college by now! If you
know anyone here,
contact us at
StPaulsSword
Points@Gmail.com.
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† Altar Guild
Annual Meeting

M

embers of Saint Paul's Altar
Guild will gather together in
the Guild Room on Monday, October
27, at 6:30 pm for a Potluck Supper
and Annual Meeting. Each member
attending is asked to please bring
their favorite casserole, salad or
dessert to share. New members
will be welcomed, new or changed
procedures will be reviewed,
Sacristans' responsibilities for
2015 will be assigned, and there
will be a question and answer
session. Please join with us for an
evening of sharing and Christian
fellowship. New members are always
welcome to join this ministry. RSVP
to Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343, or
gailwinkley@yahoo.com by Friday,
October 24.

Women’s Evening Ministry
Children of the Day by Beth Moore

Remaining sessions are:
Oct 14 & 28, Nov 4 & 18, Dec 2 & 16, and
Jan 6 & 20, 2015
Meeting time 7:00 - 8:45 pm in the Guild
Room
An in-depth Bible study of 1 and 2
Thessalonians by Beth Moore
Is family life a challenge? Is work
driving you crazy? Do you know God has
a purpose for your life, but can't figure out
what it is? Know that your circumstances
are not coincidental. And God's timing is
impeccable. Join Beth Moore on the Thessalonian shores as she walks you through
the truth of each verse of 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, you'll face crises, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns,
and fears. Find encouragement for living
the Christian life now and hope for when
Christ returns.

14

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about
their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact
Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Son and Messiah
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
n our first reading Moses gives the people the ten commandments that God spoke to
him on Mount Sinai. These precepts are at the heart of Israel’s law or Torah, and
form the basis of the covenant with God established through Moses. The first four
commandments prescribe Israel’s relationship with God. Those which follow require
fundamental responsibilities in human relationships.
Psalm 19
A hymn which glorifies the Creator God, with special praise for God’s law and a
prayer for avoidance of sin.
Philippians 3:4b-14
Paul reminds the new Christians at Philippi that if any have reason to
brag because of heritage, lineage, or zeal, it is he. Yet all human
Matthew 21: 33-46
achievements are to be counted as rubbish next to the joy and privilege of
knowing God in Christ. Paul does not consider himself complete, but
Who, ACTUALLY, is
presses forward to learn yet more of the grace of Christ, the power of his
producing the fruit of the
resurrection, and the sharing in his sufferings. His goal remains ahead:
God’s upward call in Christ Jesus.
Kingdom? It could be the
Matthew 21:33-46
religious leaders. Nay. It
Our gospel is the story of the wicked and disloyal tenants who are cast
out of the vineyard. The parable is presented to us as an allegory in which
SHOULD be the
the vineyard is Israel and the wicked tenants are its people. The servants
religious
leaders. But are
sent to them are the prophets, and the son whom they kill is Jesus. To the
hearing of the early church the destruction of the vineyard would parallel
they? Are we?
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 ce, while the heritage of
the vineyard is now given to others. There is added an ancient prophecy
concerning the stone which was rejected, but which has now become the main cornerstone
for the Lord’s new work.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

B

y whose authority? To replay all our sermons, audio
and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.
Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
…..St. John’s, Vernon; St. Paul’s, Wallingford; St. John’s, Washington.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Gary Stein, Lee Rybos, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, John Mainhart &
Leontine Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Colombia; the people of Liberia; and our sister and
brother members of the Romanian Orthodox Church.
…..Youth and youth ministries, J2A, Confirm Not Conform, and all other confirmation
classes and other programs that challenge youth to grow in their faith.
…..Christians in Northern Iraq
facing persecution at the hands of
advancing ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims there (and in
other nations) to come to know
Jesus Christ.
…..New Milford Loaves &
Fishes Hospitality House, which
is the recipient of our food basket
collections during the month of
October.
…..Michael for protection with
the UN peacekeeping service.
…..India, for Shri and Asha, a
Christian couple in northeastern
India's Bihar state, who were
hospitalized after being beaten by
Hindu extremists who vowed to kill them.
…..Fr. George Hall, healing from cancer and his recent surgery.
…..Patricia Brought, who is undergoing treatment for cancer.
…..Nigeria, that those behind the attacks and kidnappings will repent and turn to Christ.
…..An end to the epidemic of Ebola virus in West Africa .

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Right & Wrong—A Clue to the
Meaning of the Universe.
Click on the video to the left for a
profound radio talk by C. S. Lewis.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Why you should get a good nights sleep before
coming to church (and why we provide Kleenex)

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

C

hris Barrett, Dot Crocker,
Barbara DeAnzeris, Lynne
Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Carolyn
Legg, Bill Loring, Diane Loring,
Doug Melody, Heather Melody,
Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors, Ken Perry,
Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Debi
Pomeroy, David Pople, Joe
Shepley, David Szen, Pam Szen,
Don
Winkley
& Gail
Winkley.

18

