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† Speaking Ever So Softly
He will not shout or cry out, or lift his voice in the streets.

(Isaiah 42:2)

Dear Followers of the Lamb of God,

T

he prophet Isaiah spoke of one who would come from God, one who
would lead us back to the source of divine love. Hidden in ordinariness,
this messenger would not need to intimidate, create a cult of personality, or
entertain. He would instead speak with a soft voice, full of gracious
authority as he offered himself as a servant suffering for the sins of the
world.
After Jesus' resurrection, an
Ethiopian royal official was brought
to faith as he read about this humble
Savior, particularly these words
from Isaiah: "Like a lamb before its
shearers, so he did not open his
mouth" (Acts 8:32). "Who is this
referring to," he asked? The Apostle
Philip helped him see that this
pointed to Jesus.
God's majesty in Christ is not what a
world enthralled with celebrity,
earthly power and materialism
expects. Yet the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world
speaks ever so softly to those
receiving him in every age, bringing
life, hope and peace as we are
invited into the source of divine
love. Are we listening?
Our message is the messenger flowing through us. May Christ's gentle touch
of love reach another through us this day by the Holy Spirit.
Faithfully,

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Oct 23

Sat, Oct 25

Sun, Oct 26

Mon, Oct 27
Tue, Oct 28

Wed, Oct 29
Thu, Oct 30
Sat, Nov 1

Sun, Nov 2
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-

St. James of Jerusalem
7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Parish Hall
11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
4:00 pm - Youth Group Trunk or Treat, Parking Lot
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecos
Pentecostt
8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist
9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Class Room
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist
1:00 pm - Healing Team, Parish Hall
- 6:30 pm - Altar Guild Annual Meeting, Guild Room
St. Simon & St. Jude
9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
7:00 pm - Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Parish Hall
- 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing
- 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Parish Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
4:00 pm - Crocker Hall Celebration, Crocker Hall
All Saints’ Sunday
8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist
9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Class Room
9:45 am - Crocker Hall Dedication, Crocker Hall
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist
4:00 pm - Youth Group

C

Attention Parents and Parishioners!

ome check out our new Sunday School Central bulletin board in the
Sunday School hallway. Come find a calendar of events, pertinent
articles for raising Christian kids and a wish list full of items that can be donated to Sunday School.
Extra registration cards can be found on this bulletin
board as well as on the back table in the sanctuary.

T

Thank You from the Nursery!

he nursery continues to look better and better thanks to many generous donors! Thank you so
much to Marie Williams for donating an art easel, art
supplies and a small table and chairs. Thank you also to
Kathy Whipple for adding many wonderful books to the
nursery library. The nursery will continue to accept
donations of any kind for this age group, including any
cute push, pull or walking toys!
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
October 23rd

St. James of Jerusalem

I

n the Gospel according to Matthew and in the Epistle to the
Galatians, the James whom we commemorate today is called
the Lord’s brother. Other writers, following Mark’s tradition,
believe him to have been a cousin of Jesus. Certain apocryphal
writings speak of him as a son of Joseph’s first wife. Whatever his
relationship to Jesus - brother, half-brother, or cousin - James was
converted after the resurrection. Eventually, he became Bishop of
Jerusalem.
In the first letter to the Corinthians (15:7), Paul says that James
was favored with a special appearance of the Lord before the
ascension. Later, James dealt cordially with Paul at Jerusalem,
when the latter came there to meet Peter and the other apostles.
During the Council of Jerusalem, when there was disagreement
about whether Gentile converts should be circumcised, James
summed up the momentous decision with these words: “My judgment is that we should
impose no irksome restrictions on those Gentiles who are turning to God” (Acts 15:19).
Eusebius, quoting from an earlier church history by Hegesippus, declares that James was
surnamed “the Just.” He was holy, abstemious, did not cut his hair nor oil his body, and
was continually on his knees in prayer, interceding for his people. “As many as came to
believe did so through James,” says Hegesippus.
James’ success in converting many to Christ greatly perturbed some factions in
Jerusalem. According to Hegesippus, they begged him to “restrain the people, for they have
gone astray to Jesus, thinking him to be the Messiah ... we bear you witness that you are
just ... Persuade the people that they do not go astray ... we put our trust in you.” They then
set James on the pinnacle of the temple, bidding him to preach to the multitude and turn
them from Jesus. James, however, testified for the Lord. Thereupon, they hurled him from
the roof to the pavement, and cudgeled him to death.

† Prayer and Healing Team Ministry

T

he Prayer and Healing
Team Ministry is
engaged in an extensive eight
hour Continuing Education
Series on Integrated Christian
Healing and how important it
is for the team to be
continually refreshed in
Spirit, Soul and Body.
Teaching Leaders, Bev and
John Carr are leading the
team through a series of
exercises and experiences
designed to allow even more of
God’s light to shine through
the faithful Prayer Servants as
they minister to all of us in
prayer time.
Reminder - this Sunday is
Healing Sunday - teams will
be available on the altar for
any kind of prayer requests or prayers of praise you may have!
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Rising Light
A weekly column

By Sarah Shepley

W

hen life takes an unexpected turn, how many times do we find
ourselves grumbling? During the Exodus, God delivered the Israelites
from the Egyptians through a series of miraculous events, but within three
days, as soon as they faced adversity, they overlooked His victories and
began complaining. Even though we frown upon the Israelites for this
behavior and judge them for their lack of
faith, at one time or another everyone
finds themselves grumbling about their
present situation. We might even find
ourselves thinking that God has
abandoned us, leaving us to fend for ourselves. But the
truth is that God will never leave us. Whenever we
think he has removed Himself from our lives, let us
search deeper to seek where we can find God's
presence. Instead of complaining about unpleasant
circumstances, choose to praise God for the positive
things he has already done and turn to Him; no matter
how bleak our current status, He is our solution.
1 Thessalonians 5:18
Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
James 1:2-4
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials
of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your
faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness
have its full effect, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.
Psalm 91:15
I will call upon Him, and He will answer me; He
will be with me in trouble; He will deliver me and
honor me.

† What’s Your Spiritual Gift?
Click on the following link to assess your God given gifts:
http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift.

Mercy
The gift of mercy is the special ability that God gives to
certain members of the Body of Christ to feel genuine
empathy and compassion for individuals (both Christian
and non-Christian) who suffer distressing physical, mental
or emotional problems, and to translate that compassion
into cheerfully done deeds which reflect Christ’s love and alleviate suffering.
Matthew 20:29-34 * Matthew 25:34-40 * Mark 9:41
Luke 10:33-35 * Acts 11:28-30 * Acts 16:33-34 * Romans 12:8
6

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place
Where Charity and Love Prevail
O God, Our Help in Ages Past
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Where Charity & Love Prevail

O

by C. Michael Hawn

mer Westendorf (1916-1997) was one of the leading composers
following the liturgical reforms of the Second Vatican Council.
Beginning at age 20, he received his master’s degree in music at the
Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, and for most of his professional
musical career served as organist and
Want to listen in to what we’ll
choirmaster at St. Bonaventure Church in
Cincinnati.
be singing on Sunday at 10:30?
Westendorf’s People’s Mass Book was the
Or do you want to listen to a
first vernacular hymn and service book to
song from last week once more?
implement the Catholic liturgies decreed by
Vatican Council II. He wrote Music Lessons
You can listen on Spotify by clicking
for the Man in the Pew to teach the art of sight reading choral
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service
music.”
“Where charity and love prevail” (1961) provides an English
hymn version of a 9th-century Latin hymn, “Ubi caritas et amor, This week’s worship music includes:
Deus ibi est” (Where there is charity and love, God is there)
Oh Our
based on 1 John 4:16. Traditionally, this is the final hymn on
Lord,
Maundy Thursday, called in the Latin tradition Mandatum novum
Empty Me,
(New Commandment), referring to the act of washing of the
We Give
disciples’ feet initiated by Jesus. The text draws directly on John
You
13:34, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one
Thanks,
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
Closer, &
another.”
This hymn is appropriate at any time that the theme is on the
Everlasting
unity of Christ. Christian charity requires the act of mutual
God
reconciliation.

† Transforming Stewardship
Whoever sacrifices to any god, save to the Lord only, shall
be utterly destroyed.”
– Exodus 22:20

D

o you put other “gods” before God? Is your love of
money, power, status or some personal possession
greater than your love for God? If so, you may want to pay
attention to the scripture reading because you are not going to
like the outcome. The good news – it’s not too late to put God
first in your life.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The
non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
7

† This Date on the Church Calendar
October 29th

T

St. Simon and St. Jude

he only thing the Gospels tell us about Simon is that he was one of the disciples, and
that he was called “the Zealot” (Zelotes). John mentions Jude in his description of
the Last Supper. The Epistle of Jude may be the work of the disciple Jude, who is the man
mentioned by John as the brother of James the Greater.
Tradition has consistently associated Simon and Jude as
apostles to Persia. Some accounts state that they were
martyrs, a tradition generally accepted by the Western
Church. The Monology of Basil, however, says that Simon
died a peaceful death at Edessa. Jude, who was surnamed
Thaddeus, has been confused with another Thaddeus, who
was also said to have died a quiet death, either in Beirut or
Edessa. Whatever the facts, accounts conflict and reliable
data are lacking.
There are other scholarly questions about both men.
One involves Simon’s appellation “Zelotes.” Whether in
fact he had been a member before his conversion of one of
the several factions called “Zealots,” or whether this title refers to his zeal for the Jewish
law, is not known, but he has consistently been identified by it. For some centuries, and
even to this day, Jude has been regarded in popular devotion as the “patron of desperate or
lost causes,” but the basis of this tradition is obscure.
The Epistle of Jude concludes with this striking doxology: “Now to him who is able to
keep you from falling, and to present you without blemish before the presence of his glory
with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time and now and for ever” (Jude 24–25).

The Hearts to Hands Ministry and the Christian Caring Committee
strive to meet the physical needs of Saint Paul's parishioners. We meet
these needs by coordinating assistance from other parishioners who want
to help. If you are currently struggling with a housing, transportation or
financial challenge, please contact Nicole O'Connors (860) 788-2995 or
Gail Winkley (203) 775-3343 for assistance.

Donations Needed For Hearts to Hands Ministry!

We recently helped one of our parishioners to find permanent, affordable
housing and they will be transitioning into their own apartment soon. They are in great need
of a few basic household items and some furniture pieces to get started. If you can donate
any of the following items, in like-new condition, please contact Dot Crocker (860) 355-5672
or Nicole O'Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com.
hand mixer
iron
ironing board
towels, hand towels, washcloths
kitchen towels
beverage glasses
queen sheet set (flannel if possible)
Walmart or Target gift cards for cleaning supplies
round kitchen table, 4 chairs
sofa, preferably to match a celery green chair already
donated
***This parishioner will also be without a mattress to sleep on in their new apartment. We
would like to accept financial donations to put towards the purchase of a new mattress and
box-spring set as well. Thank you so much for your consideration!
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† Love thy Neighbor
Matthew 5:43

P

erhaps he is rich, and you are poor. God has given him these gifts, don’t covet his
wealth, and think no harsh thoughts towards him. Be content with your own lot, if
you cannot better it, but do not look upon your neighbor, and wish that you were him. Love
him, and then you will not envy him.
On the other hand, maybe you are rich, and near you reside the poor. Do not scorn
them. Understand that you are to love them. The world calls them your inferiors. In
what way are they inferior? They are far
more your equals than
your inferiors, for
“there is neither Jew
nor Greek, slave nor
free, male nor
female, for you are
all one in Christ
Jesus.” (Galatians
3:28)
It is your coat
which is better
than theirs, but
you yourself are
by no means better
than they are. They are
men, and what are you more than that? Take
heed that you love your neighbor even though he be
in rags, or sunken in the depths of poverty.
Now, perhaps, you say, “I cannot love my neighbors, because for all I do they return
ingratitude and contempt.” So much the more reason to love. “By this all men will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:35)
If they are hard to please, don’t seek to please them, but to please your Christ Jesus.
And remember if they spurn your love, your Master has not spurned it, and your deed is as
acceptable to Him as if it had been acceptable to them. Love thy neighbor, for in so doing
you are following the footsteps of Christ.
- Charles Spurgeon

K

athy Whipple and Sandy Chaleski will be singing with
the Danbury Concert Chorus this Saturday, Oct. 25 at 8
pm at St. James Episcopal Church in Danbury. The hour-long
concert is titled "Choral Gems" with Brass and Percussion
Ensemble. They are about 90 voices and will be singing a
selection of beloved music for choir by some of our favorite
composers. Admission is free!
WOMEN OF FAITH - HARTFORD, November 7 & 8 at the XL CENTER…Transform
your soul, awaken your spirit, and revive your faith at our 2014 event: SURVIVAL TO
REVIVAL. At this all-new event you’ll receive powerful Biblical
teaching, be inspired by uplifting music, enter into authentic worship, and
much more. Gather your group, call your friends, and spread the news
- it’s time to plan for the most memorable weekend of your fall season.
Tickets are normally priced at $101.00, but are now on sale for
$81.00. To find out more information, please visit
www.womenoffaith.com and to register
your group please contact Casey Perez @
860.992.3133 or
hartfordwomenoffaith@gmail.com.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Some Biblical Numbers

I

n both Hebrew and Greek, letters also represent numbers, using a system in which the
first nine letters of the alphabet represent the numbers 1 through 9; the next nine are
used for the multiples of ten - 10 through 90; and the final nine for the hundreds - 100
through 900. The first obvious complication is that neither alphabet has the required twenty
-seven letters; however five Hebrew letters have separate forms for use at the end of a word,
and these are used for 500 - 900; and older forms of the Greek alphabet had three additional
letters that became obsolete in the pre-Classical period as letters but were retained for use as
numbers.*
Thus any Greek or Hebrew passage can be given a numerical
equivalent. The Biblical texts sometimes write out numbers and
sometimes use this system, it seems clear, as we shall see, that in
Revelation 13:18, where the infamous 666 appears, exactly this kind of
calculation is expected, and the same procedure is often used with other
numerical expressions. Other numbers have been invested with
symbolic values (e.g. 7, the days of creation, represents wholeness, and
8 represents a new start or the Messiah - thus Baptismal fonts are often
octagonal in shape); and other patterns of interpretation can also be
found. Let us look at a few examples.
At Wednesday’s Bible Study we took a little detour from the readings of the day to John
21:11, the miraculous catch of fish, and so to a discussion of what 153 fish might mean.
The direct conversion of the number into either Hebrew )(קנגor Greek (ρνγ) letters makes
no real sense, but many combinations of letters could be added
up to arrive at this number, and some of them even make some
sense in this context: the Hebrew phrases ‘sons of God’ or (in
one possible spelling) ‘I am the Lord God’, both fit, but do not
really tell us very much. A symbolic interpretation put forth by
Jerome and other early commentators holds that 153 represents
the number of kinds of fish, and therefore indicates that the
apostles, as fishers of men, are to go for all kinds of men.† It is
not clear that Jerome’s theory was known in Our Lord’s time;
but it does have an inherent appeal. Perhaps, however, the
simplest explanation is that fishermen count their fish.‡
Let us turn back now to that 666 from Revelation 13:18.
Here the text itself calls on the reader to ‘calculate the number
of the beast’ and indicates that ‘it is the number of a person.’
Roger Barrier notes that many interpreters consider the book to
be both historical and predictive, and that the number refers
both to a recent or current historical figure, and to a future, still
unnamed Antichrist who can be identified when he appears as
his name will also have this number.§ In this interpretation the
most likely historical figure is Nero Caesar whose Greek name,
written in Hebrew letters, works out to exactly 666. This
becomes even more likely when we note that some early MSS
have the number as 616 and this also works out when the Latin
form of the name is put into Hebrew letters (the Greek form has
a final ‘n’ that is missing in Latin, and which has the value of
50).
Let us conclude with an Old Testament example. In Genesis 14:14 we read that Lot was
captured and Abraham went to his rescue with an
o you have a question you
army of 318 men born in his house (the phrase seems
would like answered by our to mean servants adopted into a family relationship.)
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
Two meanings for this number have been suggested.
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
Rabbinic commentators point out that 318 is the
numerical value for Abraham’s chief servant Eliezer
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Some Biblical Numbers

(who is also his potential heir) and thus links him to this effort.♦ Jim Stinehart◊ notes that
this number was important to the Hurrian peoples of
Mesopotamia and that it was apparently shorthand
for the Babylonian approximation of pi as 3-1/8.
He uses this to date Abraham to the 14th c. BC
when there was a Hurrian presence in Palestine; but
most scholars date Abraham to about 2000 BC.
Since Abraham himself came from Mesopotamia he
could have easily been familiar with this use of the
number there; or it might well reflect a 14th c.
telling of the story. Early Christian writers● who,
of course, read the Old Testament in Greek looked
at the actual number in the Greek text (TIE) and
saw there the Cross (T) and the first letters of Jesus
(IE) and interpreted the victory as being in the sign
of the Cross, and the Name of Jesus .

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*
†
‡
§
♦
◊
●

Tables of letter-number equivalents for both languages, and some explanation can be found here.
www.agapebiblestudy.com.
Patheos.com.
www.crosswalk.com.
www.biblicalhorizons.com.
writing in Yahoo Groups.
Notably in the Epistle of Barnabas (ca. 100 AD) and Clement of Alexandria (late 3 rd c.), cited here.
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2015
“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is
necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being
by itself.” James 2:15-17

S

aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our
mission work. We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval. Items in this
budget come from you, the parishioners! This is your opportunity
to enhance your personal or family missions with the prayer,
physical and financial support of the entire parish!
As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are
asked to complete the form at the end of this article. Additionally,
you are expected to submit a “Sword Points” article. This is your
opportunity to “put a face” on what we as a parish are supporting.
We invite your active participation in this budgeting process as
well as your involvement with St. Paul’s Mission Committee. We
meet first Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room.
If you have any questions regarding this process, please
contact a member of the mission committee: Barbara DeAnzeris,
Lois Hunt, Bill Schrull, Joyce Sarver, Ron Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer & Don Winkley.
Mission Organization:_____________________
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________
Our task is to sponsor those missions that are:
 Christ Centered
 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors
 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish
members.
Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support?
Prayer Needs: ____________________
Financial Support: $_______________
Physical Assistance: ______________
Any other pertinent information for committee consideration.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 5, 2014.
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Ingredients:
4 pounds whole butternut
squash (about 2 medium),
halved lengthwise and seeds
removed
2 tablespoons unsalted butter
(1/4 stick)
1 medium Granny Smith apple
(about 8 ounces)
1/2 medium yellow onion
8 fresh sage leaves
2 1/2 cups low-sodium
vegetable or chicken broth
2 1/2 cups water
1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt,
plus more as needed
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground
black pepper, plus more as
needed
1/3 cup heavy cream
1/2 cup toasted pumpkin
seeds, for garnish (optional)

† Roasted Butternut Squash Soup

Directions:
Heat the oven to 425°F and arrange a rack in the middle.
Line a baking sheet with aluminum foil. Place the squash
pieces cut-side up on the baking sheet. Melt 1 tablespoon of
the butter and brush all of it over the tops and insides of the
squash halves (alternatively, you can rub it on evenly with
your fingers). Season generously with salt and pepper. Roast
until knife tender, about 50 minutes to 1 hour.
Meanwhile, peel, core, and cut the apple into medium
dice. Cut the onion into medium dice. Melt the remaining
tablespoon of butter in a large saucepan or Dutch oven over
medium heat. Add the apple, onion, and sage, season with salt and
pepper, and cook, stirring occasionally, until softened, about 7
minutes. Remove the pan from the heat and set aside.
When the squash is ready, set the baking sheet on a wire rack until
the squash is cool enough to handle. Using a large spoon, scoop the
flesh into the saucepan with the sautéed apples and onions; discard the
skins.
Add the broth, water, and measured salt and pepper, stir to
combine, and bring to a boil over medium-high heat. Reduce the heat to medium low and
simmer, stirring occasionally and breaking up any large pieces of squash, until the
flavors meld, about 15 minutes. Remove the pan from the heat and stir in the cream.
Using a blender, purée the soup in batches until smooth, removing the small cap (the
pour lid) from the blender lid and covering the space with a kitchen towel (this allows
steam to escape and prevents the blender lid from popping off). Alternatively, use an
immersion blender. Taste and season with salt and pepper as needed. Serve garnished
with the pumpkin seeds, if using.
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

† Testament and Death of Moses:

Joshua Receives the Leader’s Staff
Luca Signorelli, 1445-1523

L

uca Signorelli was an Italian
Renaissance painter who was noted in
particular for his ability as a draughtsman
and his use of foreshortening. His massive
frescoes of the Last Judgment (1499–1503)
in Orvieto Cathedral are considered his
masterpiece. The Testament and Death of
Moses is a fresco attributed to the Italian
Renaissance painters Luca Signorelli and
Bartolomeo della Gatta, executed around
1482 and located in the Sistine Chapel,
Rome.
The fresco portrays the last episodes in
Moses' life. Moses is always recognizable
through his yellow garments and the green
cloak.
On the right is the appointment of Joshua
as Moses' successor; the former kneels to
receive the command baton, while the
prophet has his cloak opened, showing a redlined interior.
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Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about
their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact
Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen

Jericho – Volunteers Needed
Front Desk Staff
Gain administrative skills by greeting
clients coming in to Jericho, answering the
phones, managing mail and hospitality room.
Bi/Tri-lingual; English, Spanish, Portuguese
very helpful, but NOT required.
If interested, contact Crystal at
volunteer@jerichopartnership.org

T

he Great Commandment - love God and love
your neighbor - how can we make it the basis
of all we do in life? Perhaps the Holy Habits of
prayer, study, sacrificial giving, and being connected
to a faith-filled community can be our stepping stones
to living the commandment in a world that constantly
tempts us into living only for ourselves, and put God
in the less than primary place He deserves.
A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall
Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Email Mary to sign up at
maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

H

omeless people are on their feet all day, and the only pair of
socks they own are very likely to be threadbare. This year we
are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter
throughout the winter months. Place donations in the bins in the back
of the church or the Parish Hall.
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† Altar Guild Annual Meeting

M

embers of Saint Paul's Altar Guild will gather together in the Guild
Room on Monday, October 27, at 6:30 pm for a Potluck Supper and
Annual Meeting. Each member attending is asked to please bring their
favorite casserole, salad or dessert to share. New members will be welcomed,
new or changed procedures will be reviewed, Sacristans' responsibilities for
2015 will be assigned, and there will be a question and answer session.
Please join with us for an evening of sharing and Christian fellowship. New
members are always welcome to join this ministry. RSVP to Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343,
or gailwinkley@yahoo.com by Friday, October 24.

† Happy Birthday to You!

J

essica Cordova celebrates today! Friday is the big day
for Don Winkley. Gwynn Davidson will be opening
presents on Saturday. David Szen celebrates Sunday. Bill Mayers
will be blowing out candles on Monday. Keith Balla will be
expecting your card on Tuesday. Norma Jeanne Sporck will be
another year older and wiser on Wednesday. Have a blessed day
everyone!

Women’s Evening Ministry
Children of the Day by Beth Moore

Remaining sessions are:
Oct 28, Nov 4 & 18, Dec 2 & 16, and Jan 6
& 20, 2015
Meeting time 7:00 - 8:45 pm in the Guild
Room
An in-depth Bible study of 1 and 2
Thessalonians by Beth Moore
Is family life a challenge? Is work driving you crazy? Do you know God has a
purpose for your life, but can't figure out
what it is? Know that your circumstances
are not coincidental. And God's timing is
impeccable. Join Beth Moore on the Thessalonian shores as she walks you through
the truth of each verse of 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, you'll face crises, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns,
and fears. Find encouragement for living
the Christian life now and hope for when
Christ returns.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
The Greatest Commandment
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
ur Hebrew scripture lection recounts the death of Moses on the very edge of the
promised land. Moses has fulfilled his purpose as God’s faithful servant, the one
who led the people from their bondage with many signs, received the law, traversed the
wilderness, and knew God intimately. From Mount Nebo, Moses surveys the promised
land, and then he dies and is buried in Moab. Joshua, upon whom Moses had laid his hands,
succeeds him.
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
The psalmist reflects on the passing character of human life in the face of the Lord’s
wrath, and asks the everlasting God for wisdom to make use of the time.
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
In this reading Paul recalls his first visit to the Thessalonians, the troubles he endured,
and the straightforward and gentle way in which he presented the gospel.
The opposition that Paul had earlier experienced in Philippi continued in
Matthew 22: 34-46
Thessalonica, but, with God’s help, Paul preached fearlessly. Unlike
certain of the insincere traveling missionaries of the pagan world, Paul
The “love" that is being called for is not
acted with integrity and sought in no way to take advantage of his new
emotion; it is not "liking," “getting along
friends. He and his companions shared not only the gospel but their own
selves.
with," “desiring," or “feeling warm about."
Matthew 22:34-46
The “love" Jesus is talking about here is
In the gospel Jesus presents the double commandment of love for
God and neighbor, and then asks a question concerning whose son the
trust, loyalty, enduring devotion, being
Christ is. The context of this passage is the effort by certain Jewish
attached to. You may actually hate your
officials to test Jesus, hoping to force him to make an unwise or
unpopular comment. Jesus first responds by teaching that all the law and neighbor, but you will still love them in the
the prophetic words depend for their understanding on commandments
Biblical sense if you continue to act for
of love. He then asks his own question. Using an argumentative style of
the time, Jesus shows how King David (considered to be the author of
their well-being.
the Psalms) called the Christ his Lord. Thus, at the very least, the Christ
must be more than the son of David. Christians believe this Christ to be
Jesus and trust that through him disciples may learn to love both God and neighbor.
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† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

G

lowing for God. Did do know that you actually glow? The light of
Christ expands into a dark world as we come together as the
church.. To replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
…..All Saint’s, West Cornwall; St. James’s, West Hartford; St. John’s,
West Hartford; St. Paul’s Mission of the Deaf, West Hartford.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Chaplain Service of Connecticut; ministries with older adults.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Gary Stein, Lee Rybos, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay
Trott, John Mainhart & Leontine Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Estonia; the people of the Kingdom of Morocco; and our sister and brother
members of the Armenian Patriarchate of Constantinople.
…..Christians in Iraq and Syria facing
persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS
forces. Pray also for radical Muslims there
(and in other nations) to come to know Jesus
Christ.
…..New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality
House, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections during the month of October.
…..Michael for protection with the UN
peacekeeping service.
…..Somalia, for greater Christian outreach in
the Internally Displaced People camps.
…..Fr. George Hall, healing from cancer and
his recent surgery.
…..Patricia Brought, who is undergoing
treatment for cancer.
…..Nigeria, that those behind the attacks and kidnappings will repent and turn to Christ.
…..An end to the epidemic of Ebola virus in West Africa.
…..Pat Kenneally, who has a rare lung cancer. Pray for his family as well.
…..Tom,.Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages of Parkinson's. Please pray for
healing and relief from pain.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
The Parachute
If you were told that you
had to jump out of a plane
and were handed a
parachute, would you take
the parachute? Click on the
video to the left to find out.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

The Footsteps of Paul & John

Selfie with Sir Arthur!

Save the dates. Plans are
being finalized for another
spectacular Biblical pilgrimage
& cruise on October 16-31, 2015.
Fr. Joe plans on joining us.
Istanbul, ancient Troy, Ephesus,
Patmos, Santorini, Athens,
Thessalonica, Philippi…..
More info soon.

Sir Arthur, our resident
Therapy-Dog-in-Training,
shakes hands with Dot Blake
at Filosa Nursing Home.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:
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hris Barrett, Dot Crocker,
Lynne Donnelly, Pat
Jennings, Caroline Legg, Heather
Melody, Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Ken Perry, Mary Perry,
Kirsten Peterson, Debi Pomeroy,
Joe Shepley, Sarah Shepley, David
Szen, Pam
Szen &
Gail
Winkley.

20

