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† For This Is Truly the Richest Way to Live
“I came that they might have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10)

Dear Friends,
All service is eternal, and our giving impacts the world much like a drop of water affects an
ocean: even as we lose sight of the ripple, it goes on, forever changing the sea. A
generation yet unborn will be affected by how we give today.
We as the church embody deep connections within the "ultimates" of our existence: birth,
life and death, as the gift of abundance infuses every rite of passage and beyond as we look
to Jesus.
Called to be part of a mystery bigger than ourselves, we are the family
of God living the life of God. Sharing our time, talent,
treasure and testimony are the pieces we hold
together forming the mosaic of our common
existence of hope. Let's give ourselves
away. For this is truly the richest way to
live.
With abundant love in Christ,
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† What’s Your Spiritual Gift?
Click on the following link to assess your God given gifts:
http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift.

Hospitality
The gift of hospitality is the special ability
that God gives to certain members of the
Body of Christ to provide an open house
and a warm welcome to those in need of
food and lodging.
Acts 16:14-15 * Romans 12:9-13 * Romans 16:23
Hebrews 13:1-2 * 1 Peter 4:9

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Nov 13

Sat, Nov 15

Sun, Nov 16

- 1:00 pm
5:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
-

Mon, Nov 17 Tue. Nov 18 -

Wed, Nov 19 Thu, Nov 20 Sat, Nov 22
Sun, Nov 23

Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Danbury & Mid-Fairfiled Clericus Meeting, Guild Room
Building Committee, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Twenty
Twenty--Third Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
7:30 pm
7:30 am
11:00 am

-

Traditional Eucharist
Young Adult Bible Study, Class Room
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Youth Group
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Parish Hall
Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King Sunday
8:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
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-

-

Traditional Eucharist
Young Adult Bible Study, Class Room
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Youth Group

T

Sunday School Save the Dates!

he Christmas pageant is right around the corner and preparation is already
starting. Please save the following dates on your December calendar so your
children can be a part of this special event:
Saturday, December 13th - 9:30-11:30 am: Pageant Rehearsal
**Attendance is required to play a main part in the pageant.
Sunday, December 14th - 10:30 am Service: Christmas Pageant
**Following the 10:30 service, please join us for a parish wide brunch in Crocker Hall.
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The Hearts to Hands Ministry and the Christian Caring Committee
strive to meet the physical needs of Saint Paul's parishioners. We
meet these needs by coordinating assistance from other parishioners
who want to help. If you are currently struggling with a housing,
transportation or financial challenge, please contact Nicole
O'Connors (860) 788-2995 or Gail Winkley (203) 775-3343 for
assistance.

A Huge Thanks To Our Movers!

We extend our deepest appreciation to our fearless team of movers
that collected donated furniture from all over the greater Brookfield area and delivered it to
Diane's brand new home in Bantam. Thank you so much to Bonnie & Larry Wanzer, Tim
Williams and Joe Bernardo. Thank you also to the many parishioners that donated furniture
and home goods as well. We could not have set up this home without you all.

One More Apartment to Go!

Well, believe it or not, God has made it possible for a second parishioner
to secure a new home recently through the Hearts to Hands Ministry
and furniture/home good donations are already pouring in! The
following is a list of items that are still needed, please contact
Nicole O'Connors at (860) 788-2995 if you can help in any way:
queen box-spring
queen size frame or headboard/footboard
queen sheet sets (2)
sofa or love seat
2 lamps
set of plates
drinking glasses
set of silverware
gift card for cleaning supplies
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† Why Does the Church Exist?
by the Rev. Tim Schenck

A

week ago (November 6th to be precise) we commemorated William Temple on the
calendar of saints. Temple was a second generation Archbishop of Canterbury (his
father was also the ABC), theologian, scholar, and advocate for social justice. I could go on
but I am confident in your abilities to access Google (or read about him on
page 13 of last week’s Sword Points).
I bring this up because of a quote attributed to him - he said something
similar if not in these precise words:
“The Church is the only institution that exists primarily for the benefit of
those who are not its members.”
I can think of a lot of people who would disagree quite vehemently with
this statement. It’s not that they wouldn’t want to help the poor and
downtrodden and needy. And it’s not that they don’t think it’s important to
share the Gospel with those beyond the walls of the church. But, frankly, it’s
countercultural to think beyond ourselves to such a degree. To support an
institution like your own parish financially, emotionally, and spiritually and to
think all the effort should go elsewhere is tough. We want if not all, at least
SOME bang for our ecclesiastical buck!
It’s challenging to think about the church as a missionary society rather
than as a club, a comfortable place where we can go and be with like-minded friends every
week. And there’s no denying that this is an important aspect of parish life - Jesus called
disciples not in isolation but into a community. It is the community of the baptized that
gives us hope and encouragement to live lives of decency and faith and it is this community
that offers pastoral care and help during times of
crisis.
But think about Jesus’ approach. He didn’t say
“Follow me” to a bunch of unsuspecting fishermen
and then build a little stone chapel where they could
gather once a week before going their separate ways.
He invited them to follow him into a new relationship
with the divine, into a new way of being, into a place
of living hope, into a life of transformation.
Now, there must have been some days when the
apostles looked at one another and said, “Don’t you
think we have enough disciples? Can’t we stop this
endless tour of the countryside? Into the boat, out of
the boat, how many times do we have to cross the
same body of water?”
But Jesus kept at it. He never stopped sharing the
Good News, he never lost the hunger to change
people’s lives. And that’s what he calls us to do as
well, by whatever means or technology necessary.
As we rapidly move into a post-denominational
world, I believe that the communities of faith that will
thrive are the ones that take seriously the commitment to those who are not its members.
The ones that are intentional about reaching out to draw people in; the ones that are
passionate about sharing rather than hoarding this Good News with which we’ve been
entrusted.
In a sense this concept of the church as an institution not primarily for the benefit of its
members, is nothing new. In the Great Commission (Matthew 28) Jesus tells us to “Go
make disciples of all nations,” thereby putting this concept in urgently poetic terms. As
Jesus is taking leave of the disciples he doesn’t engage in a group hug; he encourages them
to go out and draw others in. And that’s a critical piece to understanding the mission of the
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

Why Does the Church Exist?

Church in the world.
Of course, if this was all Jesus told us to do we’d have to go sell our church buildings
and hit the road. But he doesn’t. This is balanced with the call of Matthew 25 to serve
those in need (“Just as you did it to the least of these
you did it to me”) as well as the invitation to care for
one another and bear one another’s burdens
(Galatians 6:2 I think this form of pastoral care is
well-imagined when Jesus heals Peter’s mother-inlaw (Matthew 8). He makes a home visit and
comforts a member of his community.
A lot of the stress in parishes stems from the
tension between looking inward and looking
outward - between outreach and pastoral care and
reaching out to the wider community. Everyone has
an opinion on which one of these three is most
important. Of course they must be held in creative
tension which is difficult especially when it comes
to budgeting financial resources as well as budgeting
the limited number of hours in a clergy person’s
day.
Parishes are most effective when they hold these three perspective in creative tension.
Not by saying “no” to one at the expense of the other but by saying “yes” to all three. This
doesn’t mean burn out the clergy and lay leaders in trying to be all things to all people but
rather identifying those with gifts in each approach and encouraging them while
simultaneously educating the entire congregation about the fact that these are not mutually
exclusive.
I encourage you to reflect on Temple’s statement. In what ways does it resonate with
you or challenge you? How has this tension played out in your own community of faith?
Has it been creative or destructive? What can we do to better communicate this message?

The Footsteps of Paul & Jo
Save the dates. Plans are
r
being finalized for anothe
mage
spectacular Biblical pilgri
2015.
& cruise on October 16-31,
us.
Fr. Joe plans on joining
hesus,
Istanbul, ancient Troy, Ep
s,
hen
At
Patmos, Santorini,
Thessalonica, Philippi…..

hn

Here’s the route of our trip for next fall,
starting in Istanbul and Returning from
Thessaloniki. Next week we’ll start with an
itinerary and pictures of each site.

More info soon.
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Scenes from last Sunday

T

he Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury has given
St. Paul’s the 2nd Saturday of every month to
staff the food and clothing pantry.
Our next volunteer date is December 14th from 10 11:30 am.
Please contact Laurie DoBosh is you are interested
in volunteering for this date or future dates ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731.
We will also be collecting winter clothes and gently
used children’s books and coloring books. Please
look for donation box in Crocker Hall or contact
Laurie DoBosh.
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† IMAGNIFY the Lord

by Steve Hemming

“I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify Him with thanksgiving.”
Psalm 69:30

I

MAG - is short for “image magnification,” which is a video production technique
designed to magnify a person’s image at large corporate or academic venues onto
large projection screens, so people seated further from the stage can more readily see the
presenters.
At the presidential inauguration at Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) that took place
on November 8th, in our large Sports and Recreation Center, we used IMAG technology to
make it easier for the audience to watch the ceremony. You’ll see in the photo below that as
our new university president, Laurie Leshin, gave her acceptance speech at the left podium,
her image was “magnified” and projected onto the two large screens.
My primary role at WPI is to
provide Audio/Visual technical
support for the events we host on
campus. In my 30+ years of
experience, preparing for this
inauguration was my greatest
professional challenge to date.
Starting back in June, I spent
months planning for this important
occasion and coordinating efforts
with many internal and external
groups. And since the beginning,
there have been many changes and
adjustments made throughout.
Thanks be to God, everything
ran smoothly during the ceremony
which resulted in a glorious day for
Laurie and the entire WPI community. However, as I look back to June, and as I
remembered all that transpired since then, it would have been impossible without God’s
guidance, wisdom, and courage for me to pull this off. And to be candid with you, as I
began the planning phase, I was greatly intimidated, and I was even afraid at times that I
would not be able to make this happen. While it was true, that on my own, apart from God,
I would not be able to do it (John 15:5), I knew that with Him all things would be possible
(Matthew 19:26). So, despite what I felt, I determined by faith that I would trust that God
would be with me and lead me through all the necessary preparations (Deuteronomy 31:8).
So when the big day finally arrived, as I began to direct the “show” at the start of the
inauguration, it hit me; despite the many challenges and trials I faced during the past several
months as I made preparations, God was completely faithful (1 Corinthians 1:9). My heart
was filled with extreme gratitude for all He did for me with regards to this important, very
high profile event. Let me tell you, it was He, not me, who enabled me to succeed. As I
looked up and saw the image of the president on the two large screens, I no longer thought
of IMAG as “image magnification”, but rather I wanted to magnify the Lord, and thank and
praise Him for all He did for me - IMAGNIFY the Lord, if you will.
Now the Word says that there is no favoritism with God (Romans 2:11). Therefore,
what He did for me, I know the Lord has surely done for you in many instances in your life.
So, please write and share with me or Sword Points one of your own personal experiences
where God was faithful beyond your initial expectations. And together, we will magnify
our God, as it is written in Psalm 34:3; “Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His
name together.” AMEN

Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing
nametags were to them in assimilating into our congregation. Please
continue to be courteous to our fellow parishioners, to newcomers and
other guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
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† Vestry Meeting
October 8th

Opening: Father Shepley led the meeting
which he opened with prayer. Stephanie
Bernardo led a Bible Study on turning to
God including a list of Where to Turn Bible
Passages when God does not seem to act and
how Jesus opened the word on the road to
Emmaus in Luke 24:13-35. Dorothy
Crocker gave her testimony. She spoke of
having a Sunday faith and then going to
Bible Study Fellowship which brought her to
a place where the Holy Spirit could convict
her to walk in an everyday faith. Dorothy’s
involvement in Hearts to Hands ministry has
grown her faith and helped her to be thankful

Rector’s Report: Fr.
Joe is very refreshed
following his time off,
spending 2/3 of the time in prayer &
scripture reading with a goal of spending 1/3
of his time in the future in this way. He is
thrilled with the parish hall. St. Paul’s will
be hosting a clergy meeting in November for
two deaneries.

Old Business: Building Committee: David
Williams reports that Phase I is 99.8%
complete with a very positive response from
the congregation. Phase II planning will
begin the end of October, work to begin in
June. A set of rules for the use of the kitchen
and parish hall are being written. Six outside
groups will be met with and sign an
agreement on the use of the facilities.
Policies & Procedures: Please have
comments on the drafts back in the original
hands in the next couple of weeks. Should
have document ready for December meeting.
for her many blessings. The September
The goal is to present the Policies &
minutes were approved as circulated.
Procedures at the annual meeting. Crocker
Treasurer’s Report: St. Paul’s had
Hall celebration will be on Saturday,
$20,000 more in expenses in September than November 1st; the quilter’s group will serve
income, partly due to mission payments, for the hot hors d’oeuvres. We have a quote
a total of $25,000 more in expenses than
from Two Steps in the amount of $1,120 for
income for 2014 YTD. We have paid out
all of the hors d’oeuvres for 150 people.
$465,632 from the Capital Campaign Fund, Bishop Rowthorn and his wife will be here
including $84,750 for the new roof on the
for the celebration and for the dedication on
wing. There was a short term loan of
Sunday at 9:45 am. The Jericho workday
$57,700 from the Endowment Fund to the
was a great success, and a truly spiritual
Capital Fund. Endowment Fund balance is
experience.
still up for the year. We will attempt to pay
New Business: The Memorial Garden
the balance on the Mission Budget by the
Committee submitted three quotes for the
end of the year.
removal of two trees; the Vestry approved
Committee Reports: Mary Perry reported the low bid of $1,400. Sandy Chaleski will
that the Healing Team members have signed present a proposal on creating a Parish Book.
a covenant for the coming year and are doing
Closing: The meeting closed with a time of
a continuing education program. Grief
Group, Stephen Ministry, Hearts to Hands & corporate prayer at 9:00 pm.
Mission: please see attached reports.
Respectfully submitted,
Requests for funds for the mission budget are Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry
th.
due in by November 5

† Happy Birthday to
You!

P

amela Altemus celebrates
Monday! Tuesday is the
big day for Ryan Sampson.
Have a blessed day everyone!
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† Transforming Saints of God
November 14th

Samuel Seabury

First American Bishop, 1796

W

hen Britain's former colonies fought their
Revolutionary War against the motherland, churches
were affected. Most notably, the Church of England in the United
States renamed itself the Episcopal Church. But if it were to
function, it needed bishops. And if the bishops were to be valid
(under the theory of apostolic succession) they must be
consecrated by legitimate bishops who had themselves been
consecrated by bishops all the way back to the apostles. The
Embedded in
problem was, British law forbade consecration of anyone who would
not swear loyalty to the crown.
the top of our
When one of the Episcopal leaders, Samuel Seabury, sailed to
altar is a stone
England, seeking consecration, the bishops of London refused it. The
from
Aberdeen,
British cabinet took the position that to consecrate Seabury was
interference in the affairs of the United States. What were the
Scotland,
churchmen to do?
inscribed
It was not as if Seabury were a
“Aberdeen
rebel. Quite the contrary; his witty
1784.”
pamphlets against the rebellion and
the Continental Congress had so
angered the Patriots that they had thrown him into
prison. After his release, Seabury escaped to the
British lines where he gave valuable information to
General Howe's army. Seabury stayed behind the
British lines the rest of the war, doctoring the king's
soldiers. After the war, he was chosen bishop by
Church of England clergymen in at Glebe House in
Woodbury, Connecticut.
With consecration in England out of the question,
Samuel Seabury traveled to Scotland. On November
14, 1784, the Scottish bishops of Aberdeen, Moray and
Ross consecrated Samuel Seabury as the first Episcopal
bishop of the United States. A few years later, the
spirit of charity reasserted itself and London
consecrated additional bishops.
Meanwhile, Samuel Seabury returned to Connecticut. Because he had sided with the
monarchy during the war, he was never popular in his homeland. And his consecration
always seemed tainted, because it had come in the "irregular" church of Scotland, rather
than at the hands of the highest leaders of the Church of England. Because the Scottish
Episcopalians had refused to swear allegiance to William and Mary (when James II was
driven into exile), their church had been given no official recognition by the government
and operated under legal disabilities. On his return home, Seabury was recognized as
Bishop of Connecticut in Convocation on August 3, 1785, at Middletown. With Bishop
William White, he was active in the organization of the Episcopal Church at the General
Convention of 1789. With the support of William Smith of Maryland, William Smith of
Rhode Island, William White of Pennsylvania, and Samuel Parker of Boston, Seabury kept
his promise, made in a concordat with the Scottish bishops, to persuade the American
Church to adopt the Scottish form for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist.
In 1790 Seabury became responsible for episcopal oversight of the churches in Rhode
Island; and at the General Convention of 1792 he participated in the first consecration of a
bishop on American soil, that of John Claggett of Maryland.
Controversy did not stop Seabury from working hard as a bishop, visiting his entire see
and opening new churches. His prodigious labor is verified by the fact that he confirmed
over 10,000 individuals! Seabury died on February 25, 1796, and is buried beneath St.
James’ Church, New London, Connecticut.
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† Scholarly Speaking
How Does Salvation Work? - III

W

e have looked at the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and the main Reformed views of
salvation and justification.* As we turn to seek an Anglican view on the subject,
however, we are struck with the fact that Anglicanism, unlike most other Reformed
Churches of the time, does not have a broadly authoritative doctrinal statement like
Calvin’s Institutes or the Lutheran Augsburg Confession. What we do have as our
standards are the Scriptures, the Creeds, the Book of Common Prayer (which assumes
that our worship expresses our faith),† the Thirty-Nine Articles, and the two Books of
Homilies.‡ In addition the writings of some of the 16th and 17th century Divines (the term
used at the time for the more influential theologians) do deal with this subject.
Anglican discussions of salvation are all strongly dependant on Scripture, but it seems
most fruitful to look at the Biblical data as they are used in those treatments. The Creeds,
particularly the Nicene, do tell us that “For us and for our salvation,
[Christ] came down from heaven,” and speak explicitly of “one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.” Elsewhere in the Prayer Book
the Baptismal service speaks of regeneration/new life§ and all of the
Eucharistic prayers speak of Christ’s bringing us redemption, usually
specifically relating it to the cross. Clearly then our worship does
present salvation/justification as coming to us from God, and as things
to be desired. It is interesting, though, that the catechism (in its various
forms in the editions of the BCP) really does not, with one exception,
deal with this at all; probably as it was written primarily for the
instruction of young people and this topic may well have been
considered over their heads. The one exception is that Baptism and Holy Communion are
described as “generally necessary to salvation,” thus continuing to uphold the PreReformation view that the sacraments are part of the process of salvation.
Of the more specifically theological authorities mentioned above the XXXIX Articles
are both the most accessible and the most official. In the Church of England the clergy
(though not the laity) have been required to assent to them since 1604, but the exact nature
and formula for this assent has varied. What is required at a minimum is an agreement that
they are consonant with the Word of God, and a recognition that they express the doctrine of
the Church of England, though not necessarily a complete agreement with every detail.
Article XI affirms that we are justified by faith and through Christ’s merits, “and not for our
own works or deservings.” It then points to the Homily on justification for further
explanation. Article XVII discusses the related issue of Predestination, and is the
most convoluted of all the Articles. Although somewhat Calvinistic it avoids his
absolutism, and does not set it out as a required belief. (Arminius was still a child
when this was set forth; the writers might well have welcomed his later teaching
that Predestination referred more to what God planned than to who would actually
find this salvation). Article XVIII affirms that salvation comes
only by the Name of Christ, in contrast to the view that it can
come through the observance of some other faith.♦
As noted, Article XI refers to the Homily on Justification;
and turning to the Books of Homilies we fail to find this title
(perhaps because different printings may have substituted titles),
but we do find a Homily on salvation which does treat this
subject. To summarize briefly, it teaches that as sinners we can
find justification only by God’s mercy, and that this comes to us
through the death of Christ. We receive this freely, but only because
Christ has paid our ransom, and this benefit is received in Baptism and can
be renewed by repentance for later sin. Once ransomed, we have a duty of
good works, but our righteousness comes
o you have a question you
only by grace and not by works.
would like answered by our Although justification is entirely God’s
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
act, it does create duties in us so that our
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
(Continued on page 13)
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D
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(Continued from page 12)

How Does Salvation Work? - II

lives set forth the glory of God. If you follow the link to the Homilies it will be seen that
texts of Scripture are quoted throughout to support the arguments, and there are also may
appeals to the writings of the Church Fathers.
We can conclude this survey with a look at the teaching of Richard Hooker, probably
the greatest of the early Divines.● Foord cites three different evaluations of
Hooker’s writing on justification: that it was entirely inline with the Puritans
and their allies; that it was simply confused; and that it was a careful via
media between Reformed and traditional Catholic positions. Like most
theologians Hooker holds that “To be justifyed, is to be made righteous,”
but he then distinguishes two categories of justification: first there is
‘forgiveness of sins’ but in addition there is also ‘sanctified life’ with that
forgiveness. Here he departs from the Reformers and picks up a common
element of Catholic teaching, but differs from Scholastic theology in
denying that the individual shows or gains any merit by this holy living – it
is still entirely a work of grace. Finally he holds that the Sacraments are a
necessary part of salvation, both for forgiveness through Baptism and for
sanctification through the Eucharist. Here he speaks even more strongly for
them than most Catholic theologians. Calvin also sees them as important
but for Calvin (and to some extent for Cranmer) they are effective only as
supporting faith, while Hooker holds that they are effective by their own
nature, and thus can precede faith and so can be effective for infants as well
as actual believers.
I think it is safe to say that our Anglican tradition affirms a view of salvation firmly
based on faith and grace; not dependant on our good works, but still expecting them as a
sign of our justification. It is normatively linked to both Word and Sacrament, but is ours
by the free gift of God.

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*
†
‡

§
♦

●

“Scholarly Speaking”. Sword of the Spirit, November 2014, p. 18 and Sword Points, Nov. 6, p.13
This is expressed in the traditional statement: lex orandi, lex credendi (the law of prayer is the law of belief.
The Articles, formally adopted in 1571, are regularly printed in the various editions of the BCP; in the 1979
Book hey are on pages 867ff, The American version differs slightly from the original but these changes are
noted in the text. The Homilies are two volumes of teaching sermons, set forth under Edward VI and Elizabeth
and cited in Article XXXV as “containing a godly and wholesome doctrine, and necessary for these times.”
Although expressed differently in different editions of the BCP, this concept is always present.
While this, again, does not consider Arminius’ later teaching, I do not see it as denying the possibility of
salvation to those who do not know Christ, but rather as insisting that it is still Christ, and not their own
actions, that brings salvation.
I am relying here on the discussion of Martin Foord in “Richard Hooker’s Doctrine of justification”,
Churchman 114/4 (2000).

W

e need your help! The Gospel Rescue Mission is in need of volunteers to
support the shelter. Please donate your time and talent to the Mission.

Gospel Rescue Mission ministry provides overnight shelter for homeless men, case
work, and compassionate care. Its programs include counseling, Christ-centered twelvesteps, employability education, transitional living
residences, meal service for the
homeless, and Bible study.
Location: Good Samaritan
Mission, Inc. 22 Maple
Avenue, Danbury, CT 06810
To learn more please email us at
volunteer@jerichopartnership.org
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† Where We Went to Church Last Sunday
St. Columba, The Keys, Florida

H

ave you ever been to a Marathon church service? Well, Barbara
&Mike DeAnzeris did last Sunday and enjoyed it and ….. the service
was normal length. It’s just that St. Columba’s Episcopal Church is located
in the town of Marathon, Florida! They were impressed with all the shells
on the redos behind the altar, the youth choir that sang the offertory anthem
and the guest preacher from Homestead, Florida with his thick Caribbean
accent. And they still had plenty of time to enjoy their afternoon.

† Are You Ready for Christmas Next Monday?

W

hen was Jesus born in Bethlehem? The Bible tells us with certainty the fact of
Jesus' birth and the place. But not the exact date. Although many Christians
celebrate Christ's birthday on December 25th, it has not always been so. In fact, one of the
early church fathers, Clement of Alexandria speculated that Christ was born on November
17, 3 BC!
In the earliest church there seems to have been no celebration of
Jesus' birth. Instead, each Sunday was a celebration of Christ's
resurrection. The Jewish festivals of Passover and Pentecost
continued to be celebrated by Jewish converts within the
church for a time since they were closely associated with
Christ's death and resurrection. In the third century, some
churches in the east began to celebrate January 6 as the
Epiphany, the time that Christ revealed himself to the people
as the Messiah. Jesus' incarnation - when God became man was also commemorated at this time.
Many speculated that since shepherds were in the field
the night Christ was born, it must have been in spring
or summer. Some said May 20; others fixed the date on April 19th or 20th.
Still others thought March 25th most likely. No one really knew.
There is written evidence that by 354, the Bishop of Rome was
observing December 25th as the date of Christ's birth. Four major
Roman festivals were held in December, including Saturnalia which
celebrated the returning Sun-god. Some thing these were adapted to
the Christian celebration of the coming of the Son of God.
As Christianity expanded in Europe, the followers of Christ
continued to celebrated December 25th as Christmas, and as each
nationality converted to Christianity it brought its own customs to the
celebration. But if Clement of Alexandria were still alive today he
probably would be wishing us a "Merry Christmas" next Monday. Maybe all
the stores with their Christmas displays going up in October are fans of Clement.
"For the sake of each of us he laid down his life - worth no less than the universe. He
demands of us in return our lives for the sake of each other." - Clement.
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Veteran’s Day Show & Tell

F

or the Veteran's Day Ceremony at Center School,
students were encouraged to bring a eteran with
them. Hannah Keating knew exactly who to take. As you
can tell she was very xcited to bring Bill Mayers from St.
Paul’s. She's was extremely proud to have her own veteran!

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good
about their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for people
who feel called to serve in
this important ministry.
If you are interested in
becoming a greeter, please
contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen

† Save the Date

St. Paul's Women's
Retreat with all
new Women of the
Bible with Anita
Gutschick and
Joanne Hagemeyer
is coming June 5-6,
2015

Women’s Evening Ministry
Children of the Day by Beth Moore

Remaining sessions are:
Nov 18, Dec 2 & 16, and Jan 6 & 20, 2015
Meeting time 7:00 - 8:45 pm in the Guild Room
An in-depth Bible study of 1 and 2 Thessalonians by
Beth Moore
Is family life a challenge? Is work driving you crazy? Do you know God has a purpose for your life, but
can't figure out what it is? Know that your circumstances are not coincidental. And God's timing is impeccable. Join Beth Moore on the Thessalonian shores as she
walks you through the truth of each verse of 1 and 2
Thessalonians. In this study, you'll face crises, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears. Find
encouragement for living the Christian life now and
hope for when Christ returns.
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† Thanksgiving Baskets

F

or the November food baskets, please bring items
you would enjoy at Thanksgiving. We will make
up baskets for the same families who will be receiving
the gifts from our Christmas Giving Tree. We will
need two family-sized turkeys to be donated. While
you shop, if you could please choose any items from the
following list:
Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread, Cranberry
Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, Juices, Canned Vegetables, Pie
Crust, Potatoes, Fresh Sweet Potatoes, Cake Mix, Soup,
Paper Products/Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts.
All food donations are due by Sunday, November
23rd. Once the food donations have
come in, we will need volunteers to
divide the food into the baskets for the
families. Please speak with Barbara
DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722.

Stewardship
Find God
out how
much God
has given
you and
"Whether
weReflection
like it or - not,
intends
to give
us what
wefrom

itneed,
take what
need;
remainder
needed
by others.
- St. Augustine.
not you
what
wethe
now
thinkiswe
want"
C.S. Lewis

† Do You Like to Sing?

O

ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held
on Sunday, December 14 at 5 pm. Mark your
calendars and plan to attend this beautiful Advent service
which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of
Jesus interspersed with the singing of traditional carols led
by our choir. What a truly wonderful way to prepare your
heart, mind, and voice for
Christmas!
Or better yet, if you like to sing
(yes, you!), you are welcome to join our
special choir for this service. Rehearsals are on the following
three Mondays from 7-9 pm: November 24, December 1st and 8th
and Thursday, December 11th. The only prerequisites are 1) you
like to sing Christmas music and 2) you like be around people who
like to sing Christmas music. No previous participation in the
music ministry required! It may be just the thing if you’ve been
looking for a small group to join for Advent! Pelase contact
Kirsten Peterson for more details: KirPeterson@comcast.net.
he Brookfield Community Christmas Concert will be held
on Sunday, December 7 at 2 pm at St. Joseph’s Church. The choirs of the area
Brookfield churches combine for this wonderful annual event.

T
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Communion Hymn
Communion Hymn
Closing Hymn

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
Awake, Awake to Love and Work
O God, Our Help in Ages Past
My Faith Looks Up to Thee
I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord
Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

R

ay Palmer was a rather unhappy and lonely young man teaching school in New
York City when he was inspired to write the words for this song. He wrote the
words in a notebook that he kept in his pocket, and didn't give the matter much more
thought.
Two years later while visiting
Want to listen in to what we’ll
Boston, Palmer happened to run into
be singing on Sunday at 10:30?
his friend, Lowell Mason, an
Or do you want to listen to a
accomplished musician. Mason said
that he was getting ready to publish a
song from last week once more?
hymnbook and asked if Palmer had
anything he would like to contribute.
You can listen on Spotify by clicking
That caused Palmer to remember his
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service
poem, so he pulled out his notebook
and showed Mason what he had
This week’s worship music includes: :
written. Mason copied the words and Open Up Our
set them to music.
Eyes, Lifted
Later, Mason said, "Palmer, you
may live many years and do many good things, but I think you High, Lord
Reign in Me,
will be best-known to posterity as the author of 'My Faith
Looks Up to Thee'"-- and that is, indeed, how it turned out.
We Give You
When I read that story, it made me reflect on the fact
Thanks, For
that the Spirit sometimes touches our lives in ways that we
You Alone, &
could not have predicted. In those moments, our lives become
Great Are
unusually blessed -- and convey unusual blessings to others.
copyright 2006, Richard Niell Donovan You Lord

† Transforming Stewardship
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have
been faithful over a little, I will set you over much…”
- Matthew 25:21

G

od expects us to nurture and develop the gifts
He has given us and then generously give
back with increase. He doesn’t want us to waste or
hoard the gifts He has given us; He expects us to grow
our gifts, use them wisely and be generous with them.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The
non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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† Cheesecake Pumpkin Pie
Directions:
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. In a large bowl, combine cream cheese, sugar and
vanilla. Beat until smooth. Blend in eggs one at a time. Remove 1
cup of batter and spread into bottom of crust; set aside.
Add pumpkin, cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg to the remaining
batter and stir gently until well blended. Carefully spread over the
batter in the crust.
Ingredients:
Bake in preheated oven for 35 to
2 (8 ounce) packages cream
40 minutes, or until center is
cheese, softened
almost set. Allow to cool, then
1/2 cup white sugar
refrigerate for 3 hours or
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
overnight. Top with whipped
2 eggs
cream if desired.
1 (9 inch) graham cracker
This is pie the best of both worlds
crust or regular pie crust
and just in time for Thanksgiving.
1/2 cup pumpkin puree
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon We spotted this recipe on Christine
Domareck’s Facebook page and
1 pinch ground cloves
gained five pounds before we
1 pinch ground nutmeg
finished reading it!
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

H

omeless people are on their feet all day, and the only
pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.
This year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s
homeless shelter throughout the winter months. Place donations
in the bins in the back of the church or the Parish Hall.

† Deborah Judging Israel

T

1922-1932
Lawrie, Lee, 1877-1963
his is a west facing panel at the northwest corner of the Nebraska State
Capitol Building
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† Young Adult Service Corps

by Sarah Johnson

T

he Young Adult Service Corps (YASC) is a ministry for Episcopalians 21 to 30
years old who are interested in exploring their faith in new ways by living, working
and praying with brothers and sisters around the Anglican Communion.
For many young Episcopalians, a year of international service provides a global
perspective on life and faith that helps them find ways to live more fully into the Baptismal
Covenant to “seek and serve Christ in all persons.”
YASC volunteers placed in a new environment with both language and cultural
differences need to rely on others for support and guidance, which is a valuable lesson for
anyone seeking to approach everyday challenges from a different perspective. And this
cross-cultural experience enriches and encourages new ways of thinking, which in today’s
multi-ethnic communities, can help nurture a deeper understanding of self and one another.
This will strengthen new leaders to reach across ethnic divides.
YASC also strengthens lay and ordained
leadership within the church by offering a
useful tool for those in vocational
discernment and providing a wider
perspective on our global Anglican
community.
YASC volunteers for 2014-2015:
Fred Addy, from the Diocese of Dallas,
is serving with the Hogar Escuela in
Heredia, in the Diocese of Costa Rica.
Joey Anderson, from the Diocese of
Massachusetts and Diocese of Missouri, is
serving at the Asian Rural Institute in Japan.
Will Bryant, from the Diocese of
Western North Carolina, is a second-year
YASC missionary, and is serving with the
Joel Nafuma Refugee Center in Rome, Italy
in the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in
Europe.
Paul Daniels, from the Diocese of North
Maurice Dyer (left) from the Diocese of El Camino
Carolina, is a second-year YASC
Real, serving in the Diocese of Cape Town in the
missionary, and is continuing his ministry
Province of Southern Africa, at a recent workshop
with the Cathedral of St. Michael and St.
in the community of Delft
George in Grahamstown, South Africa.
Justin Davis, from the Diocese of
Virginia and Diocese of Southern Virginia, is serving with the Mission to Seafarers in Hong
Kong.
Elizabeth Duque Echeverry, from the Diocese of Colombia, is serving with Agape
Care and Counselling in the Diocese of Maseno West, Kenya.
Maurice Dyer, from the Diocese of El Camino Real, is a second-year YASC
missionary, and is serving with the Institute for Healing of Memories in Cape Town, South
Africa.
Carolyn Hockey, from the Diocese of Ohio, is working in the Anglican Church of
Burundi’s Provincial Office in Bujumbura.
David Holton, from the Diocese of New York, is teaching at Easter College in Baguio
City in the Diocese of North Central Philippines.
Kirsten Lowell, from the Diocese of Maine, is serving as an administrative assistant in
charge of special projects in the Diocese of Uruguay.
Willie Lutes, from the Diocese of South Dakota, is serving as a communications
assistant with the Anglican Church of Southern Africa Environmental Network and
Anglican Communion Environmental Network in Cape Town, South Africa.
(Continued on page 21)
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(Continued from page 20)

Kayla Massey, from the Diocese of Upper South
Carolina, is serving with the E-Care Center in Halsema
in the Diocese of North Central Philippines.
Rachel McDaniel, from the Diocese of West
Tennessee, is serving with women’s and children’s
ministries in the Diocese of Southwestern Brazil.
Hannah Perls, from the Diocese of Olympia, is a
second-year YASC missionary, and is continuing her
ministry with Foundation Cristosal in El Salvador.
Carlin Van Schaik, from the Diocese of Northwest Texas, is a second-year YASC
missionary, and is serving with the Episcopal Church in the Philippines.
Alan Yarborough, from the Diocese of Upper South Carolina and Diocese of Western
North Carolina, is a second-year YASC missionary, and is continuing his economic and
community development ministry in Cange, Haiti.
Ryan Zavacky, from the Diocese of Eastern Michigan, is teaching at the Holy Cross
School in Grahamstown, South Africa.
To view the participants’ blogs, please visit http://www.episcopalchurch.org/content/
blogs/yasc.
For more information about the Young Adult Service Corps, contact the Episcopal
Church’s Global Networking officer, Elizabeth Boe, eboe@episcopalchurch.org.

T

he gospel story of the parable of the
talents may seem harsh in terms of the
master’s treatment of the distrustful slave. But
we need to remember that God will provide for
all our genuine needs. How many of us live in
a mentality of scarcity like the timid servant,
rather than rejoicing and using our own talents (money and
otherwise) to show appreciation for our great abundance,
and in thanksgiving for God’s eternal beneficence?

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall
Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Email Mary to sign up at
maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Dorothy Day Ministry

E

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn
to cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day
Hospitality House in Danbury. Please consider helping out
in this vital ministry. Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for more info.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Preparing for the Coming
Judges 4:1-7
n this lesson from the Hebrew Bible the Israelites prove unfaithful to the Lord, going
after foreign gods and doing what is evil in God’s sight. In consequence, they fall
under the oppression o the Canaanite King Jabin and the commander of his army, Sisera.
The Lord raises up for the Hebrew people Deborah, a prophetess, to arbitrate for
justice among them. Deborah, a gifted leader, is inspired to liberate the Israelites
Matthew 25: 14-30
from their Canaanite overlords and summons the warrior Barak. Deborah
commands Barak in the name of the Lord to gather warriors against the superior
This a Wisdom parable
chariots and troops of Sisera, confident that God will grant the Israelites success.
teaching us about the perils and
Psalm 123
Those who are lowly and scorned place their trust in the merciful Lord.
difficulties of the ways of the
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
world
until the Kingdom comes.
In this reading Paul counsels the new disciples to be alert as in the daylight,
for the day of the Lord will come swiftly and unexpectedly, although at a time
It warns us to continue to expect
unknown to mortals. Many early Christians believed that the course of world
the rich to steal from the poor;
history would soon come to an end. Paul urges the Thessalonians not to live like
people of the night, but soberly and expectantly. Whether they first die or remain
and for the followers of Jesus
alive they may look forward not to God’s wrath, but to a salvation that has been
to expect to be punished by the
gained through Jesus. Paul’s central point remains valid for us: we do not know
when the consummation of history will take place, but are to live always
rich for behaving honorably prepared for the judgment.
burying the ill-gotten wealth and
Matthew 25:14-30
Our gospel is the parable of the servants who made different uses of the
refusing to use it to take even
money entrusted to them. The evangelist intends the story to be instructive to
more from the poor.
Christian disciples. The master Jesus is now away. When he returns, he will
expect his followers to have made diligent use of the faith he has left in their
charge. If it has not grown, then it has been without value and will be taken away. One also
recognizes how immense are the sums left with servants. The parable warns against the
false security of only guarding the traditions and not investing them in life and in others.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

D

o we have enough oil to make it? God can make sure we do. Outreach
through the Holy Spirit is our mission in Jesus, directing us into the
world as we watch and pray. To replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow
this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
…..St. Paul’s, Windham; Grace Church, Windsor; St. James’, Winsted;
All Saints’, Wolcott.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Women's ministries; Women's Global Mission groups in CT;
Anglican Women's Empowerment.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Gary Stein, Lee Rybos, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John
Mainhart & Leontine Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Indonesia; the people of the Republic of the Philippines; and our sister and
brother members of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America.
…..Christians in Iraq and Syria facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims there (and in other nations) to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Tajikistan, where church registration is very difficult; pray for rowth among house
churches.
…..Fr. George Hall, healing from cancer
and his recent surgery.
…..Patricia Brought, who is undergoing
treatment for cancer.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s
Daughter, healing of cancer.
…..An end to the epidemic of Ebola virus
in West Africa.
…..Pat Kenneally, who has a rare lung
cancer. Pray for his family as well.
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is
in the final stages of Parkinson's. Please
pray for healing and relief from pain.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Check out the link to the right: Soaring With The
Almighty (J. L. Shepley Original Piano Composition)
I am forever soaring with the Lord. Through
hardships and joys, I am within the presence of the
one who created all. "But those who trust in the
LORD will find new strength. They will soar high on
wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary.
They will walk and not faint." Isaiah 40:30
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Selfie with the Madonna

W

ow, does
Deacon
Carolyn have the
Holy Spirit or
what? Or is she
really on fire for
the Lord? Or is it
just that she
standing in front of
a candle?
Actually, it’s all
three!

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

C

hris Barrett, Laurie DoBosh,
Dot Crocker, Lynne Donnelly,
Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Nicole
Keating, Heather Melody, Dori
McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors, Ken
Perry, Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson,
Debi Pomeroy, Joe Shepley, Sarah
Shepley, Tara
Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen &
Don Winkley.
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