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† Behold the Light of Grace of Your Life
"Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do
not see"
(Hebrews 11:1)

Dear Friends,

L

ife is a path we all walk by faith. Even for
those unable or unwilling to articulate a
sense of divine purpose behind their lives,
faith in something beyond ourselves is
nevertheless employed in getting through each
day. When we flip a light switch, faith
believes that the light will come on. How
often do we pause and first reflect on whether
or not it will
work? We don't. One need not fully understand electricity's
intricacies in order to experience sudden illumination. Much
of life is this way. Things just work, and so we live by faith.
In the
Christian
life, faith
in God's
purpose
for our lives is a gift. We cannot work
up faith on our own. Rather, faith is
given to us, and the word we use to
describe how we live faith is called,
"grace." Grace is that spiritual
dynamic at work where God is making
us something more than what we could
be on our own. It is unearned,
undeserved, and endless in its
outpouring.
As your faith is switched on, behold
the light of grace of your life.
Faithfully,

† What’s Your Spiritual Gift?
Click on the following link to assess your God given gifts:
http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift.

Faith
The gift of faith is the special ability that God gives to certain
members of the Body of Christ to discern with extraordinary
confidence the will and purposes of God for his work.
Acts 11:22-24 * Acts 27:21-25
Romans 4:18-21 * 1 Corinthians12:9 * Hebrews 11

Coffee Hour Ministry - Please consider signing up
to host a coffee hour. It's easy, rewarding, and a very
important ministry at St. Paul's. Hosting services should only
be required two or three times a year. You will be assigned to
the service of your choice. Please call Mary Allen at 203-7756633 or email at chamla@charter.net for details. Thanks

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Nov 20
Sat, Nov 22

- 7:00 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

Sun, Nov 23

Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King Sunday

8:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
Mon, Nov 24 - 7:00 pm
Tue, Nov 25 - 9:15 am
7:00 pm
Wed, Nov 26 - 10:00 am
7:30 pm
Thu, Nov 27 Fri, Nov 28
Sat, Nov 29
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, Nov 30 8:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
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-

Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Traditional Eucharist
Young Adult Bible Study, Class Room
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Youth Group
Christmas Choir Practice, Sancturary
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Parish Hall
Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service, Congregational Church

Thanksgiving Day

(Parish Office Closed)

(Parish Office Closed)

- Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
- PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
- House of Prayer, Sanctuary

First Sunday of Advent
-

Traditional Eucharist
Young Adult Bible Study, Class Room
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist

† Transforming Stewardship
“…as you did it to one of the least of my brethren, you did it
to me”
– Matthew 25:40

M

ost of us are generous when it’s convenient for us.
We are generous when we have the time or the
money. But, generosity is the opposite of that. It means giving
of one’s time, money, compassion, forgiveness, mercy when it’s
not convenient; when it’s not on our schedule, but on the other
person’s schedule.

† Attitude Adjusment

by Steve Hemming

“Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be
submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for God resists the proud, but
gives grace to the humble. Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God,
that He may exalt you in due time,”
1 Peter 5:5-6

C

learly, I needed an attitude adjustment, so, God in His mercy
directed me to the passage above. He had just recently led
me to my greatest professional accomplishment this past Saturday,
when I directed our new president’s inauguration ceremony at
Worcester Polytechnic Institute. And yet, here I was, only a few days
removed from this momentous occasion, moaning and groaning that
no one recognized me for my efforts.
By His grace, the Lord had guided me through a successful
season of coordinating several large-scale events at work, which
culminated with the inauguration. Without a doubt, all credit
deserves to go entirely to the Lord for all that He accomplished in and
through me. But instead of exalting Him with my whole heart, I was
pouting because I didn’t receive the accolades that I felt I deserved.
The Lord gently showed me that I was trying to attract attention from man rather than
glorifying the Lord for all He had done for me. My heart sank when I remembered what
was written about the Pharisees in John 12:43; that they loved the praise of men more than
the praise of God. Surely, I didn’t want that to be said of me.
God says in His Word, that if we are to glory, we are to glory in the Lord (2 Corinthians
10:17). And whatever we do, we are to do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, and
know that we will receive the reward of the inheritance; for we serve the Lord Jesus Christ
(Colossians 3:23-24).
Jesus said in Luke 14:11; “For whoever exalts himself will
be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
God is the one who should be exalted, certainly not us,
for Isaiah wrote, “The lofty looks of man shall be
humbled, the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down,
and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day” (Isaiah
2:11-12). We are called by God to do nothing from
selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility in mind,
we are to regard others as more important than
ourselves, and that we should not merely look out for
our own personal interests, but also for the interests of
others (Philippians 2:3-4).
Instead of merely pursuing our own selfish
interests, let us clothe ourselves with humility that we
may exalt the Lord in whatever we do, for His glory.
AMEN
3
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The Hearts to Hands Ministry and the Christian Caring Committee
strive to meet the physical needs of Saint Paul's parishioners. We
meet these needs by coordinating assistance from other parishioners
who want to help. If you are currently struggling with a housing,
transportation or financial challenge, please contact
Nicole O'Connors (860) 788-2995 or Gail
Winkley (203) 775-3343 for
assistance.

One More Apartment to Go!

Well, believe it or not, God has made it possible for a second
parishioner to secure a new home recently through the
Hearts to Hands Ministry and furniture/home good
donations are already pouring in! The following is a list of
items that are still needed, please contact Nicole O'Connors at
(860) 788-2995 if you can help in any way:
queen box-spring; queen size frame or headboard/footboard
queen sheet sets (2) sofa or love seat
2 lamps set of plates drinking glasses
set of silverware gift card for cleaning supplies

T

Sunday School Save the Dates!

he Christmas pageant is right around the corner and preparation is already
starting. Please save the following dates on your December calendar so your
children can be a part of this special event:
Saturday, December 13th - 9:30-11:30 am: Pageant Rehearsal
**Attendance is required to play a main part in the pageant.
Sunday, December 14th - 10:30 am Service: Christmas Pageant
**Following the 10:30 service, please join us for a parish wide brunch in Crocker Hall.
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† Original Mayflower Compact

T

here are more than l60 independent nations in the world. Whether dictatorships or
democracies, nearly all have written constitutions, but that of the United States is by
far the oldest. This is something we can too
easily take for granted, but it really marked
a pivotal turning point in history and the
way nations came to govern themselves.
How do you suppose the founding
fathers ever thought of having a written
Constitution? The idea of a written contract
between the people and their government
came from a tiny band of fifty Christians
called Pilgrims that sailed to America in the
Mayflower in l620. The Pilgrims believed
many of the Church of England's traditions
were not Biblical. Since both King James and the state church persecuted many critics as
criminals, the Pilgrims became Separatists and fled first to Holland, then to America. They
planned to land in Virginia, where they had a charter from the King to govern them, but
Atlantic storms carried them far north to Cape Cod. Since their charter was not valid in that
region, they needed a new government.
And so on November 21, l620, the Pilgrims drew up and signed the Mayflower
Compact (which is actually dated the 11th of November because Britain was still using the
Julian
calendar). It
said: "For the
glorie of God
and
advancement
of ye Christian
faith, we do...
...covenant
and combine
ourselves
together into a
civil body
politick...to enact,... and frame... just and equal laws...for the general good of the Colonie,
unto which we promise all due submission and obedience."
Several of the men aboard did not sign. Did they believe the document was illegal?
The compact was modeled after the church covenant that the Pilgrims had drafted and
signed in l607 when they had first separated from the English Church and fled to Holland.
For the next fifty years, the Mayflower compact served the Pilgrims well, and it became an
important precedent for the idea of a written American Constitution at the Convention of
l787.

T

he Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury has given
St. Paul’s the 2nd Saturday of every month to
staff the food and clothing pantry.
Our next volunteer date is December 14th from 10 11:30 am.
Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are interested
in volunteering for this date or future dates ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731.
We will also be collecting winter clothes and gently
used children’s books and coloring books. Please
look for donation box in Crocker Hall or contact
Laurie DoBosh.
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Rising Light
A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

W

hen people try to bring us down we need to be
courageous. We must stand up for ourselves, but we
must do it with grace and humility. God doesn't want to us to
repay evil for evil, instead the best weapon against an adversary
is love. We should remember to be strong and confident in our
identity when facing people who treat us unjustly. Meanwhile in
our hearts, we should bless that person and release them to God.
Blessing people will free us up from any emotional ties to them
and it will ensure that we don't harbor any unforgiveness. All in
all, when faced with an emotionally harmful individual, we
shouldn't react in anger or pride. It is far more beneficial for us to
peacefully
stand up for ourselves, bless that
person, and release them, along with
the problems that they caused, to God.
Romans 12:14
Bless them which persecute you:
bless, and do not curse.
1 Peter 3:9
Do not repay evil with evil or
insult with insult. On the contrary,
repay evil with blessing, because to
this you were called so that you may
inherit a blessing.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall
Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Email Mary to sign up at
maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† #TBT - “Good News” Bears
Now here’s a throwback picture to behold. Who knew that two members of this New
Castle, NY Little League championship team would end up in Brookfield and attending St.
Paul’s Church? Can you find them? Check out the serious looking coach on the left in the
front row... That’s Al Chaleski. And the dreamy-eyed kid in the front row on the right...
That’s Mike DeAnzeris. All these years later, still
serious and still dreamy-eyed! And attending our 8
am service each
Sunday.

W
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e need your help! The Gospel Rescue Mission is in need of volunteers to
support the shelter. Please donate your time and talent to the Mission.
Gospel Rescue Mission ministry provides overnight shelter for homeless
men, case work, and compassionate care. Its programs include
counseling, Christ-centered twelve-steps, employability education,
transitional living residences, meal service for the homeless, and Bible
study.
Location: Good Samaritan Mission, Inc. 22 Maple Avenue, Danbury,
CT 06810
To learn more please email us at volunteer@jerichopartnership.org

† Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service

B

rookfield’s oldest continuing town - wide ecumenical service will be held on
Wednesday, November 26th at 7:30 pm at the Congregational Church of Brookfield.
This annual service is coordinated by the Brookfield Ecumenical Clergy group. This year
the Deacon Carolyn Legg of St. Paul’s Church will deliver the Thanksgiving message. The
choirs of Brookfield churches will contribute special music,
and pastors of the various churches will lead portions of the
service. A time of fellowship and refreshment will be offered
afterwards. Please join us for this special Thanksgiving Eve
celebration. An offering will benefit the
Emergency Fuel Assistance Fund of
Brookfield Social Services.

The Footsteps of Paul & Jo
Save the dates. Plans are
r
being finalized for anothe
mage
spectacular Biblical pilgri
2015.
& cruise on October 16-31,
Fr. Joe plans on joining us.
hesus,
Istanbul, ancient Troy, Ep
s,
hen
Patmos, Santorini, At
Thessalonica, Philippi…..

hn

Here’s the route of our trip for next fall,
starting in Istanbul and Returning from
Thessaloniki.

More info soon.

Day 1 - We fly overnight to “Istanbul
was Constantinople, Now it's Istanbul,
not Constantinople, Been a long time gone, Constantinople, Now it's a
Turkish delight on a moonlit night.” The ancient city of Istanbul (known
historically as Byzantium and then Constantinople) where East meets West
as Asia and Europe literally come together. Istanbul is an important place
of pilgrimage as it is home to some of the world’s richest display of
culture and art, much of which was created in the name of faith.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Three Modes of the Church

T

radition has long recognized three modes or states in the life of the Church:
‘Militant’ (sometimes expanded to ‘Militant here in earth’), ‘Expectant’ (also
sometimes called ‘Suffering’ or ‘Penitent’), and ‘Triumphant’. The terms Church Militant
and Church Triumphant can be dated to the 12th century in Latin and in English to Wyclif,
writing in 1415.* By contrast, although there are many articles and reference works that
discuss the Church Expectant/Suffering/Repentant, the OED does not list any of these
terms, and those that do (or at least the ones available to me) do not indicate a time for
the adoption of any of these terms.
As the expanded form suggests, Church Militant refers to the church of the living on
earth. Most editions of the BCP prior to 1928 did not include direct prayers for the dead,
and the Eucharistic intercession (which survives in Rite I in expanded form†) was
introduced with the bidding, “Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church
militant.”‡ Militant should, of course, be understood in terms of spiritual warfare against
sin rather than in terms of physical war, but the former is seen as real and ongoing, and
often draws’ on images from the latter.§ As an aside, it might be
noted that during the 19th century revival of miters and other forms of
ecclesiastical headgear it became popular to refer to these as the
‘Church Millinery,’ but I digress.
The Church Expectant refers to the state of those Christians who
have been saved, but at the time of death are still progressing towards
full Sanctification. An Anglican view of this status is given by an
English (and Anglo-Catholic) author as “the Church of the Departed of
who have died in the Grace of God who can sin no more and who are
waiting for and expectant of the Day of Judgment, the Resurrection of the Body and their
final reward.” Most Roman Catholic writers identify this mode of the Church with those in
Purgatory (often using the alternate terms of ‘suffering/penitent’. Grueber, however, does
not mention Purgatory at all, but simply affirms that most Christians experience an
intermediate state where further purification can occur.● In fact, Christian writers as early
as the 2nd century speak of just such a process, and the Orthodox churches maintain this
view without asserting a Roman style Purgatory. A common image is of a series of toll
houses, each dealing with a particular category of sin, and providing needed cleansing as
the soul passes through them on the way to heaven.♦ Clearly then then is no need to posit
a “Romish doctrine concerning Purgatory”◊ in order to maintain belief in the Church
Expectant. Some Protestants, however, do reject the idea of an intermediate state, and in
this group the similar term ‘Expectant Churches’ is used to describe congregations that
look expectantly and strategically to the future in terms of fulfilling the Great Commission.◊
Completing the series, the Church Triumphant refers to those who have been fully
sanctified, and taken their place in the immediate presence of God.
Turning again to Grueber■ we find this state described as “the Church of
the glorified Saints in Heaven,” where the great joy is “The Beatific Vision
as it is named; the full ‘Sight’ the perfect ‘Vision’ of God.” He also links
these three modes to the Communion of Saints, arguing that their place in
the one church allows and encourages prayer by both the living and the
dead (both expectant and triumphant) for one another. Speegle in his plea
for a restored doctrine of this communion among Protestants also makes a
strong case for the restoration of this kind of mutual prayer, though he
does not refer to the stages of militant, expectant, and triumphant in the process.◘
While the exact terminology is a matter of convenience, the underlying concept of a
church whole members living on earth are called to fight the world, the flesh, and the devil,
who after death proceed through a process of sanctification and purification, in order to
enter the full presence of God, and who throughout these
o you have a question you
stages are in prayer with and for one another is one which
would like answered by our Christians have valued from the beginning.
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
(Continued on page 11)
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

10

(Continued from page 10)
*`
†
‡
§
♦

◊
●
♦
◊
■
◘

Three Modes

OED, sv Church militant, and sv Church Triumphant. Online, retrieved 11/19/2014
BCP (1979) pp. 328ff.
BCP (1892), pp. 228ff; the English Books from 1552 through 1662 have “militant here in earth.”
Consider Revelation 12 , or the common description of Durham cathedral as “half Church of God, and half
fortress against the Scots.”
Charles S. Grueber, A Catechism on the Church Militant, the Church Expectant, the Church Triumphant,
London 1870, digitized by Google Books, p. 85. Although now largely forgotten, Fr. Grueber was a prolific
and often polemical writer, and several of his works are now available in either digital format or in facsimile
reprints.
Chuck Lawless, Expectant vs. Reactionary. Online .
Ibid, pp. 88-89. See also this article from St. Paul’s Parish , Riverside IL
Johnathan Scott Speegle, We Believe in the Communion of Saints: A Protestant Reclamation of the Doctrine,
PhD Thesis at Baylor University, 2006, available online , p. 116.
Articles of Religion XXII.
Grueber, op. cit., pp. 123-124.
Speegle, op. cit., pp. 319ff.
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† Thanksgiving Baskets

F

or the November food baskets, please bring items
you would enjoy at Thanksgiving. We will make
up baskets for the same families who will be receiving
the gifts from our Christmas Giving Tree. We will
need two family-sized turkeys to be donated. While
you shop, if you could please choose any items from the
following list:
Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread, Cranberry
Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, Juices, Canned Vegetables, Pie
Crust, Potatoes, Fresh Sweet Potatoes, Cake Mix, Soup,
Paper Products/Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts.
All food donations are due by Sunday, November
23rd. Once the food donations have
come in, we will need volunteers to
divide the food into the baskets for the
families. Please speak with Barbara
DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722.

† Happy Birthday to You!

P

eter Maier celebrates our lone birthday of the week today!
Have a blessed day Peter!

† Do You Like to Sing?

O

ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held
on Sunday, December 14 at 5 pm. Mark your
calendars and plan to attend this beautiful Advent service
which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of
Jesus interspersed with the singing of traditional carols led
by our choir. What a truly wonderful way to prepare your
heart, mind, and voice for
Christmas!
Or better yet, if you like to sing
(yes, you!), you are welcome to join our
special choir for this service. Rehearsals are on the following
three Mondays from 7-9 pm: November 24, December 1st and 8th
and Thursday, December 11th. The only prerequisites are 1) you
like to sing Christmas music and 2) you like be around people who
like to sing Christmas music. No previous participation in the
music ministry required! It may be just the thing if you’ve been
looking for a small group to join for Advent! Please contact
Kirsten Peterson for more details: KirPeterson@comcast.net.
he Brookfield Community Christmas Concert will be held
on Sunday, December 7 at 2 pm at St. Joseph’s Church. The choirs of the area
Brookfield churches combine for this wonderful annual event.

T
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
At the Name of Jesus
Rejoice, the Lord is King! Tune: Darwell’s 148th
Crown Him With Many Crowns

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
On November 18, 1827, sixteen-year-old Henry Alford wrote in
his Bible: "I do this day, as in the presence of God and my own
soul, renew my covenant with God, and solemnly determine
henceforth to become His, and to do His work as far as in me
lies." The rest of his life, this serious and holy young man
showed that he meant what he said.
t college, he chummed with the noblest men of his
day, among them Alfred Lord Tennyson. One of the
deans said, "I really think he was morally the bravest man I
ever knew. His perfect purity of mind and singleness of
purpose, seemed to give him a confidence and unobtrusive selfrespect which never failed him." Rejecting participation in the
sins that were so common among young men at Cambridge, he
became an outstanding scholar. It did not go to his head. For
example, he wrote in his journal, "I went up to town and received
the Holy Orders of a Priest; may I be a temple of chastity and
holiness, fit and clean to receive so great a guest; and, on so great a
Want to listen in to what we’ll
commission as I have now received, O my beloved Redeemer, my
be singing on Sunday at 10:30?
dear Brother and Master, hear my prayer."
To the person in the pew, Henry Alford is best known as the
Or do you want to listen to a
author of the Thanksgiving hymn "Come Ye Thankful People
Come." Among scholars, he is better known for his commentary on song from last week once more?
the Greek New Testament, on which he labored for eighteen years.
You can listen on Spotify by clicking
He did much of this work while carrying on the duties of a vicar to
here:
St. Paul's 10:30 Service
the small parish of Wymeswold. It had been neglected and he
rebuilt it, visiting every soul in his keeping. One of his major
undertakings was a series of Sunday afternoon sermons in which he This week’s worship music includes: :
King of
taught through books of the Bible, explaining their meaning. He
had a knack for explaining things in a way the simple people could
Heaven,
understand.
Song to the
After many years of hard work, chiefly at Wymeswold, he
Savior, Call
accepted a position at Canterbury Cathedral that allowed him more
Me Home,
time to write. At Canterbury, he began a series of Sunday afternoon
services as he had done at Wymeswold. Again these attracted large Your Great
Name, &
crowds. His preaching was evangelical. Formal church leaders
How Great
considered him a bit radical but his good humor and friendliness
won their affection. He was notable for being able to see the best
is Our God
points in all Christian positions, however much he might disagree
with them.
Henry died rather unexpectedly in 1871. In addition to Bible work and hymns, he edited
the poems of John Donne and translated Homer's Odyssey.

A

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The
non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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† Socks & Toiletries for the
Homeless

H

omeless people are on their feet all day,
and the only pair of socks they own are
very likely to be threadbare. This year we
are collecting socks and toiletries for the
men’s homeless shelter throughout the
winter months. Place donations in the bins
in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

T
“Just as you did
it unto the least of these who are members of my family,
his final week of this church year has for its Gospel,
the Great Commission, which ends

you did it for me.” As we prepare for Advent and a new
Church year, how will you covenant to feed the hungry,
give sustenance to the thirsty, welcome the stranger,
clothe the needy, visit the prisoner, and/or tend the sick?
We live in a world crying for all kinds of compassionate
care. How will you be the face and hands of Jesus?
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† Transforming Saints of God
November 20th

Edmund of East Anglia
King of East Anglia, 870

E

dmund ascended the throne of East Anglia at the age of fifteen, one of several
monarchs who ruled various parts of England at that period in her history. The
principal source of information about the martyrdom of the young king is an account by
Dunstan, who became Archbishop of Canterbury ninety years after Edmund’s death.
Dunstan had heard the story many years before from a man who claimed to have been
Edmund’s armor bearer.
Edmund had reigned as a Christian king for nearly fifteen years when Danish armies
invaded England in 870. Led by two brothers, Hinguar and Hubba, the Danes moved south,
burning monasteries and churches, plundering and destroying entire
villages, and killing hundreds. Upon reaching East Anglia, the brothers
confronted Edmund and offered to share their treasure with him if he
would acknowledge their supremacy, forbid all practice of the Christian
faith, and become a figurehead ruler. Edmund’s bishops advised him to
accept the terms and avoid further bloodshed, but the king refused. He
declared that he would not forsake Christ by surrendering to pagan rule,
nor would he betray his people by consorting with the enemy.
Edmund’s small army fought bravely against the Danes, but the
king was eventually captured. According to Dunstan’s account,
Edmund was tortured, beaten, shot through with arrows, and finally
beheaded. By tradition, the date of his death is November 20, 870.
The cult of the twenty-nine-year-old martyr grew very rapidly, and
his remains were eventually enshrined in a Benedictine monastery in
Bedericesworth - now called Bury St. Edmunds. Through the centuries Edmund’s shrine
became a traditional place of pilgrimage for England’s kings, who came to pray at the grave
of a man who remained steadfast in the Christian faith and loyal to the integrity of the
English people.

Greeters Needed

Earth Stewardship

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about
their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always
looking for people who feel
called to serve in this
important ministry.
If you are interested in
becoming a greeter, please
contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen

† Save the Date

“Edmund of East
Anglia didn’t use
Styrofoam cups,
and neither do I.”

B

etty Gardner
keeps her own
coffee cup in the
kitchen, washes it and
uses it again and again
each week. Be a good
steward, bring your
cup and Betty will
show you where to
store it.

St. Paul's Women's
Retreat with all
new Women of the
Bible with Anita
Gutschick and
Joanne Hagemeyer
is coming June 5-6,
2015
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† Lemon Biscotti
Directions:
Preheat the oven to 350°F. Lightly grease (or line with parchment) one large baking
sheet.
Ingredients:
In a medium-sized bowl, beat
6 tablespoons butter
the butter, sugar, salt, lemon
⅔ cup sugar
rind, almond extract, and
¼ teaspoon salt
baking powder until the
grated rind of 1 medium lemon mixture is smooth and creamy.
(about 1 tablespoon)
Beat in the lemon juice and
1 teaspoons almond extract
eggs; the batter may look
1½ teaspoons baking powder slightly curdled. At low speed
2 to 3 tablespoons freshly
of your mixer, add the flour,
squeezed lemon juice
stirring until smooth; the
2 large eggs
dough will be sticky.
2 cups All-Purpose Flour
Plop the dough onto the
Glaze (optional)
prepared baking sheet. Shape it
½ cup confectioners' or
into a log that’s about 13" long
glazing sugar
x 3" wide x 3⁄4" thick.
1½ teaspoons lemon extract
Straighten the log, and smooth
2 to 3 teaspoons milk
its top and sides; a wet spatula
or wet bowl scraper works well here.
Bake the dough for 25 minutes. Remove it from the oven, and allow it to cool on the pan
anywhere from 10 to 25 minutes.. Reduce the oven heat to 325°F.
Using a spray bottle filled with room-temperature water, lightly but thoroughly spritz the
log, making sure to cover the sides as well as the top. Softening the crust just this little
bit will make slicing the biscotti much easier.
Wait another 5 minutes, then use a serrated knife to cut the log crosswise into 1⁄2" slices.
Set the biscotti on edge on the prepared baking sheet. Return the
biscotti to the oven, and bake them for 30 to 35 minutes, till they
feel very dry and are beginning to turn golden around the edges.
Remove the biscotti from the oven, and transfer them to a rack to
cool. Keep in mind that they will harden while cooling so careful
not to cook until crispy!
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

† Songs of Innocence and of Experience,
Plate 14
1789-1794
Blake, William, 1757-1827
Yale Center for British Art
THE SHEPHERD

H

ow sweet is the shepherd’s sweet lot!
From the morn to the evening he strays;
He shall follow his sheep all the day,
And his tongue shall be filled with praise.
For he hears the lambs’ innocent call,
And he hears the ewes’ tender reply;
He is watchful while they are in peace,
For they know when their shepherd is nigh.
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A week ago St. Paul’s Guild Room hosted a regional Clericus meeting, a gathering of local
Episcopal clergy. Bishop Ian Douglas represented the Diocese and Fr. Joe Shepley and Fr.
George Crocker represented St. Paul’s.

J

ericho Volunteers Needed - During the holiday season it is easy to get

wrapped up with the stress of life. Imagine, though, what could happen if families
in our community “Get Wrapped Up” in generosity instead! Jericho Partnership invites you
to join us this season to actively serve and compassionately love our neighbors in need.
For more information please call (203) 791-1180 or Email: info@jerichopartnership.org

Women’s Evening Ministry
Children of the Day by Beth Moore

Remaining sessions are:
Nov 18, Dec 2 & 16, and Jan 6 & 20, 2015
Meeting time 7:00 - 8:45 pm in the Guild Room
An in-depth Bible study of 1 and 2 Thessalonians by
Beth Moore
Is family life a challenge? Is work driving you crazy? Do you know God has a purpose for your life, but
can't figure out what it is? Know that your circumstances are not coincidental. And God's timing is impeccable. Join Beth Moore on the Thessalonian shores as she
walks you through the truth of each verse of 1 and 2
Thessalonians. In this study, you'll face crises, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears. Find
encouragement for living the Christian life now and
hope for when Christ returns.
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† Dorothy Day Ministry

E

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn
to cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day
Hospitality House in Danbury. Please consider helping out
in this vital ministry. Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for more info.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
The Exalted Christ
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
n our opening reading the Lord promises to be the shepherd of the people. God will
bring them home and heal them. God will feed and protect them. The exile of Israel
is coming to an end. Ezekiel has prophesied against the false shepherds, the rulers who only
fed off the flock. Now God will tend the sheep who have been dispersed and preyed upon,
but the overfed will be judged.
Psalm 100
Matthew 25: 31-46
A call to praise and to offer thanksgiving to the Lord.
Ephesians 1:15-23
The judgment is NOT based
In this lesson Paul gives thanks for the faith and love of the
Ephesians and prays that they may see with their inward eyes the
on doing the right things to/for
power of God, who raised and enthroned Jesus far above all earthly
Jesus. Of course we would do
and heavenly dominions. How vast is the treasure that God offers
to those who trust in the Lord! The Lord Christ now reigns as head
all those things if we knew it was
of the church, which is his body and which experiences the fullness
Jesus. (Wouldn't we?) But
of his love.
Matthew 25:31-46
unfortunately, the judgment is
Our gospel presents a picture of the universal judgment when
based on just doing the right
the Son of Man, acting as judge and king, will separate humankind
into two groups: those who have cared for the Lord in the needy,
things for the dispossessed.
the stranger, and prisoners - and those who have not. On one level
This is not rocket science; it
the evangelist intends those in need to be understood as Christian
disciples. But the bringing of all peoples into judgment has caused
only requires common sense and
Christians to realize that the Christ is to be recognized in every
human decency. And we all
individual. Beneath this awareness lies a profound theological
mystery; the likeness of God, which has been decisively revealed in
have that don't we?
the human person of Jesus, may be perceived in each human being.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

F

ollowing Jesus is not a spectator sport. To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow
this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our
sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
…..St. Paul’s, Woodbury; St. John the Evangelist, Yalesville; Grace
Church, Yantic.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..The health and well-being of all persons employed by the Episcopal
Church; Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John Mainhart & Lee
Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Jamaica; the people of the Federation of Saint Kitts and Nevis; and our
sister and brother members of the Lutheran Church of Central Africa Zambia Conference.
…..Christians in Iraq and Syria facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims there (and in other nations) to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Tunisia, that church leaders will choose to remain and minister
If you can help someone, help them.
to believers despite threats.
If
you can't help someone then pray that
…..Fr. George Hall, healing from cancer and his recent surgery.
God
makes a way for you to help them.
…..Patricia Brought, who is undergoing treatment for cancer.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s Daughter, healing of cancer.
…..An end to the epidemic of Ebola virus in West Africa.
…..Pat Kenneally,
who has a rare lung
cancer. Pray for his
family as well.
…..Tom, Laurie
DoBosh’s father, who
is in the final stages of
Parkinson's. Please
pray for healing and
relief from pain.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
On the front page of last week’s
Sword Points, Fr. Joe wrote of a
drop of water creating ripple
that forever changes the sea.
Amazingly that same day we
ran across this video entitled A
Simple Act of Kindness Creates
an Endless Ripple. Be sure to
check it out.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Selfie with the Bishop

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chaleski, Mike DeAnzeris,
Laurie DoBosh, Dot Crocker, Lynne
Donnelly, Steve Hemming, Nicole
Keating, Heather Melody, Dori
McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors, Ken
Perry, Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Debi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Sarah
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen
& Don
Winkley.

Sir Arthur, our resident Therapy-Dog-in-Training, has a new fan. Sir
Art dropped by the recent clericus meeting in the Guild Room and
met our Diocesan Bishop, Ian Douglas. We understand that Sir Art
spoke to the bishop about trading his dog collar for a clerical collar!
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