
   

  

           The Sword of The SpiritThe Sword of The Spirit 
Saint Paul’s Church                     www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com                                      (203) 775-9587 December  2014 

 

Transforming 
     Lives 
            Through 
                   Jesus 

ADVENT 2014 

T his weekend the Episcopal 

Church celebrates the First 

Sunday of the season of Advent, 

which will continue for four 

Sundays, until Christmas Day.  The 

word “advent” is derived from the 

Latin word adventus, which means 

“coming,” and during this season, the 

church enters a time of preparation 

and expectation for the coming of 

Christ “in power and glory” (Mark 

13:26). 

In addition to preparing for the 

celebration of the birth of Christ, the 

readings and teachings during Advent 

also prepare the church for the Second 

Coming of Christ.  At Christmas, the “first 

coming” of Jesus Christ, he is celebrated as 

savior; for the Second Coming, the 

scripture readings often instruct us to 

prepare for him to return as judge. 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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Dear Ones on the Pilgrim's Way, 

T he Christian life is more of a marathon than a sprint.  As such, we pace 
ourselves with moments of rest and refreshment along the path, even holding 

one another up as we catch our breath.  Giving thanks to God, while embracing 
others, especially those different from ourselves, as our forerunners in this fine 
country once did on a day in history, is the heartbeat of our common life in 
Christ.  After all, our weekly 
service is titled, "The Great 
Thanksgiving," so we should be 
considered pros at this 
thanksgiving thing, right?  Well, 
we are all works in progress, 
aren't we? 

The ancient Israelites knew all 
too well how prone they were 
toward forgetting God's 
blessings, just as we are today.  
When we start moping, 
criticizing and despairing, there 
is an antidote: open up Psalm 136, and witness the joyful response of a once-
diminished people recounting all that God had done for them, knowing that an 
attitude of gratitude would need to be a daily discipline if they were to be set 
apart as a blessing before the world.  In Christ, we are that blessing today. 

Even if our hearts are silently breaking at times, if we feel all alone, at times 
confused and short on answers, looking for that place to give thanks steadies us 
for the ongoing journey.  We can always be thankful for something, and may God 
grant us the privilege of bearing one another's burdens as we forge ahead 
together. 

This Thanksgiving, to God be the glory as we expand the welcome of our table 
we share, in hope and love, 

In Christ, 

Expand the Welcome of Our TableExpand the Welcome of Our Table  

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures for ever. (Psalm 136.1) 

 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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Sunday School Save the Dates!Sunday School Save the Dates!Sunday School Save the Dates!   

T he Christmas pageant is right around the corner 

and preparation is already starting.  Please save 

the following dates on your December calendar so your 

children can be a part of this special event: 

Saturday, December 13th - 9:30-11:30 am:  Pageant 

Rehearsal 

**Attendance is required to play a main part in the 

pageant. 

Sunday, December 14th - 10:30 am Service:  

Christmas Pageant  

**Following the 10:30 service, please join us for a 

parish wide brunch in Crocker Hall. 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Wed, Nov 26 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

   7:30 pm - Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service, Congregational Church 

Thu, Nov 27 - Thanksgiving DayThanksgiving DayThanksgiving Day            (Parish Office Closed)   

Fri, Nov 28 -   (Parish Office Closed) 

Sat, Nov 29 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Nov 30 - First Sunday of AdventFirst Sunday of AdventFirst Sunday of Advent 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

Mon, Dec  1 - St. AndrewSt. AndrewSt. Andrew, the Apostle, the Apostle, the Apostle 

   5:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

   7:00 pm - Christmas Choir Practice, Sanctuary 

   7:30 pm - Stephen Ministry. Guild Room 

Tue, Dec  2 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Parish Hall 

Wed, Dec  3 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite I & Healing 

Thu, Dec  4 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, Dec  5  6:00 pm - Youth Group Wreath Making 

Sat, Dec  6 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec  7 - Second Sunday of AdventSecond Sunday of AdventSecond Sunday of Advent 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   2:30 pm - Youth Group Juniors 

   4:00 pm - Youth Group 

†  What’s Your Spiritual Gift? 
 

Click on the following link to assess your God given gifts: 
 http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests 

 

Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift. 
 

Leadership 
 

The gift of leadership is the special ability that God gives 

to certain members of the Body of Christ to set goals in 

accordance with God’s purpose for the future and to 

communicate these goals to others in such a way that they voluntarily and 

harmoniously work together to accomplish these goals for the glory of God. 

Luke 9:51 * Acts 7:10 * Acts 15:7-11 

Romans 12:8 * 1 Timothy 5:17 * Hebrews 13:17 

http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=283776229
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=283776341
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=283776480
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=283776572
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=283776713
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=283776796


 5 

 

Rising Light 
A weekly column 
by Sarah Shepley 

 

T here is so much to be thankful for.  Even during times of hardship or in 
moments of trial there is always something, no matter how minuscule, to 

be thankful for.  With this impending snow storm, many people around me 
grumble about schools closing or having to leave a day earlier to travel for 
Thanksgiving.  I have been tempted to grumble also, but I remember the great 
things God has done for me thus far.  Only scraping the surface of my blessings, He has 
given me a great family and amazing opportunities to grow as a person.  When I think of 
these things, I realize that although there are things to complain about, there are so many 
more things to thank God for.  So, during this holiday, we should all look to the bright side 
of an unpleasant circumstance.  Earnestly, we should thank God for an extra morning with 
our children, although they may be missing school, or give thanks for the opportunity to 

spend an extra day with loved ones, although 
that means we may have to miss a day of 
work.  Above all, let’s not get caught up in 
the stress of the holiday, but instead let us 
look towards the true meaning of 
Thanksgiving: praising the Lord for the great 
things he has done for us. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:4-5 
 I always thank God for you because of 
his grace given you in Christ Jesus.  For in 
him you have been enriched in every way--in 
all your speaking and in all your knowledge. 
 

1 Corinthians 16:34 
 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
his love endures forever. 

 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, 
and Strong Scripture 

combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall 

Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves 

Instructor 

Email Mary to sign up at 

maryperry2@me.com 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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The Hearts to Hands Ministry and the Christian Caring Committee 
strive to meet the physical needs of Saint Paul's parishioners.  We 
meet these needs by coordinating assistance from other parishioners 
who want to help.  If you are currently struggling with a housing, 
transportation or financial challenge, please contact Nicole 
O'Connors (860) 788-2995 or Gail Winkley (203) 775-3343 for 
assistance. 

Advent Quiet Morning 

A n Advent Quiet Morning, "Called and Sent: 
For the Healing of the World" will take place 

on December 13 from 9 am - 12:30pm at three 
different locations in the Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut.  The Rev. Greg Welin will lead at 
St. Paul's in Woodbury; Wendy Lyons will lead at 
Holy Trinity in Enfield; and the Rev. Rachel 
Thomas will lead at St. David's in Gales Ferry.  
More information and registration is available at 
freshspringsretreats.org. 

O n Tuesday, December 2nd, 

individuals around the world will 

come together for one common purpose: 

to celebrate generosity.  #GivingTuesday 

is a global day dedicated to giving back.  

Consider finding a way to participate and 

then share how you are giving.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ct98rG5TNqxpe0ZKMQFpLiCqYy32poO5Ms-dx8fBeofyYErlFAkBue5sNXbgQXp1o4-HFuEdSR__PRsjjFA_iGnSKZU3mbzKxIb7QcaScucSc_xLIklp3nG5C-Dk8LFGxd6HseaeSLTazF8I1QGsV3IpNC7doTcW1KcB3hb-UdVFoEOHu88bRcI6R3U-z0ED8-LLyeYMLvNC42B7u1BEGI2qyh7eO-3MfO2o
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JxI_NBRPZR-0YaxevLxsY2b5X19wh11VqMCesmfTz9wwqgqDaynZyKJnpcsjCaeqxyihvFcSeWUERWrUsupBIPT3VBsoGfI9m-BUUSuK_RQiYreficiJpmjFnAz6fQTMfBnO5RzB1d41AglhGmPWNjq-FQAD4glPC4J27UI-bWOJ0-ImNQ5vlefPNX8Bjp8Lnv3NvApmw2cduCU362jFwstDQnnw7-d6f9o5
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W e need your help!  The Gospel Rescue Mission is in need of volunteers to 

support the shelter.  Please donate your time and talent to the Mission. 

Gospel Rescue Mission ministry provides overnight shelter for homeless 

men, case work, and compassionate care.  Its programs include 

counseling, Christ-centered twelve-steps, employability education, 

transitional living residences, meal service for the homeless, and Bible 

study. 

Location: Good Samaritan Mission, Inc.  22 Maple Avenue, Danbury, 

CT 06810 

To learn more please email us at volunteer@jerichopartnership.org  

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

December 1st 
 

St. Andrew, the Apostle 
 

M ost biographical notes on this Apostle begin “Andrew was 
Simon Peter’s brother,” and he is so described in the Gospels.  

Identifying Andrew as Peter’s brother makes it easy to know who he is, 
but it also makes it easy to overlook the fact of Andrew’s special gift to 
the company of Christ.  The Gospel according to John tells how 
Andrew, a disciple of John the Baptist, was one of two disciples who 
followed Jesus after John had pointed him out, saying, “Behold the 
Lamb of God” (John 1:29).  Andrew and the other disciple went with 
Jesus and stayed with him, and Andrew’s first act afterward was to find 
his brother and bring him to Jesus.  We might call Andrew the first 
missionary in the company of disciples. 

Though Andrew was not a part of the inner circle of disciples (Peter, 
James, and John), he is always named in the list of disciples, and 
appears prominently in several incidents.  Andrew and Peter were 
fishermen, and Matthew’s Gospel records 
Jesus’ calling them from their occupation, 
and their immediate response to his call.  

Andrew was the disciple who brought the boy with the loaves 
and fishes to Jesus for the feeding of the multitude. 

We hear little of Andrew as a prominent leader, and he 
seems always to be in the shadow of Peter.  Eusebius, the 
Church historian, records his going to Scythia, but there is no 
reliable information about the end of his life.  Tradition has it 
that he was fastened to an X-shaped cross and suffered death at 
the hands of angry pagans. 

Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when 

the time will come.”  - Mark 13:33 
 

W e all take things for granted.  In particular, we take 

time for granted.  Our lives are so busy, many of us 

are planning our time - our days, weeks, months, even years 

in advance.  Remember, our time on earth is a gift.  None of 

us knows how long we will be here.  Start today and begin 

thanking God for each and every day.  Take time in silence, 

everyday, and listen to what God is saying to you. 

mailto:volunteer@jerichopartnership.org
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Day 2 - Arrival 
Istanbul - We transfer to our 
hotel in Istanbul, Turkey for the 
next two evenings.  Istanbul, the 
largest city in Turkey is a 
thriving seaport and commerce center with a marvelous Bazaar and Spice Market which will, no 
doubt, allow members of our traveling party a perfect opportunity to test their bargaining skills. 

Save the dates.  Plans are 

being finalized for another 

spectacular Biblical pilgrimage 

& cruise on October 16-31, 2015.  

Fr. Joe plans on joining us.  

Istanbul, ancient Troy, Ephesus, 

Patmos, Santorini, Athens, 

Thessalonica, Philippi….. 

More info soon. 

The Footsteps of Paul & John 

†  Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 

 

B rookfield’s oldest continuing town - wide ecumenical service will be held tonight, 
Wednesday, November 26th at 7:30 pm at the Congregational Church of Brookfield. 

This annual service is coordinated by the Brookfield Ecumenical Clergy group.  This year 
the Deacon Carolyn Legg of St. Paul’s Church will deliver the Thanksgiving message.  The 

choirs of Brookfield churches will contribute special music, 
and pastors of the various churches will lead portions of the 
service.  A time of fellowship and refreshment will be offered 
afterwards.  Please join us for this special Thanksgiving Eve 
celebration.  An offering will benefit the 
Emergency Fuel Assistance Fund of 
Brookfield Social Services. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Eschatology  
 

E schatology, the study of the Last Things [from Greek: ’Eσχατον - the end of the 
world and (for Christians) the Coming of Christ] is traditionally a major theme for 

the season of Advent.  Indeed the word Advent itself refers specifically to that coming.  In 
Christian teaching it is customary to look at the subject under four headings: Death, 
Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. 

The first of these, Death, marks the personal entry for each of us 
into the realm of eschatology, and while we all pass through it,* the 
actual experience is an individual one.  In the Litany we pray for 
deliverance from “dying suddenly and unprepared” (BCP, p. 149) 
recognizing the need to be ready for what follows.  Classic Christian 
funerals, whether a solemn requiem mass or a simple reading of 
Scripture and prayers, usually with a sermon as well, are usually 
rather somber affairs.  There is always the hope of sharing in Christ’s 
resurrection, but there is no shirking the fact of death.  Interment was 
part of the service and involved actually placing the body in the grave 
and casting real dirt on it.†  I do value the increased emphasis on the 
Resurrection, but I also think that we may have thrown out a baby or 
two with the bathwater when we hide the reality of death. 

If Death is a personal experience, Judgment is specifically 
presented in Scripture as broadly corporate.  We find this in the previously noted passage 
from 1 Thessalonians, and even more strongly in last Sunday’s Gospel, Matthew 25:31-46, 
where all nations appear before Christ who then proceeds to separate them according to 
their deeds.  Judgment day also has a somber side - it has often been remarked that it is 
easier to summon images of the fires of hell than of the bliss of heaven, and most images of 
the last Judgment tend to dwell rather more on the damned than on the blessed.  I suspect 
that our fallen nature has a tendency to schadenfreude that finds some relief in 
contemplating the effects of the Fall on others. 

In any case the result of this Judgment is then either Heaven or Hell.‡  The Biblical 
accounts of Heaven, Hell, and how we get there, are all in the nature of illustrations rather 
than actual descriptions; just as Jesus warns us that we are not to know the time of the end,§ 
so too, it seems that we need not be too concerned about the details of what happens then, 
but rather that we should simply turn to and put our trust in the promises of Christ. 

Let me conclude with a few words about the hymn Dies 
Iræ, often ranked as the finest example of Gregorian 
hymnody.  Composed before 1255 for use at the requiem 
mass, it also found its way into many Anglican, Lutheran 
and other hymnals starting in the 19th century.  It sometimes 
appeared with the original plainsong tune, but also with 
various more modern settings (our 1916 hymnal had both the 
original setting and one by J. B. Dykes - in 1940 it appeared 
only with the original).  Unfortunately the liturgical 
reformers in the era of Vatican II found it insufficiently 
cheerful and it fell into disuse, dropping out of our hymnal 
and the revised Roman burial rite.  However, because it also 
reflects the eschatological theme of Advent, it now has a 
place in the Roman Breviary in the week leading up to 
Advent (when this theme begins to appear in the liturgy).  
The opening verses are based on the prophecy of judgment 
in Zephaniah 1:14-16; then the hymn continues with the 
coming of the Judge, the opening of the book recording 

men’s deeds, and a plea for 
mercy.  At this point, 
however, the mood 
changes to a proclamation of the “King of majesty” and 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=283966823
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=283987540
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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the “free salvation” that he brings us.  The hymn concludes with a mixture of contrition and 
a firm expectation of redemption.  Call me old-fashioned, but I find here a recognition of 
the reality of Death, of Judgment, and of both Heaven and Hell which speaks of the need for 
Salvation, and of Christ’s power to offer it . 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 
 

* The obvious exception to this, of course, is the one who is still alive at the time of Christ’s second coming.  
Paul makes this clear in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17, though his expectation that Christ would come almost 
immediately has proven false.  

† This is still expected in the BCP (pp. 485, 501) but has become so sanitized that it is difficult to see the point of 
it all. 

‡ These words can translate various Biblical concepts; I use them here specifically for the final destinations of 
reward for the good, and punishment for the wicked.   

§ See for example Acts 1:6-7 
♦ This can be heard on YouTube (in Latin with English titles), and the text (Latin and English) can be read here. 

(Continued from page 10) Eschatology  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=283964976
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=283983804
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gykmaTByTc
http://www.personal.psu.edu/glm7/m097.htm
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†  Do You Like to Sing? 

O ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held 

on Sunday, December 14 at 5 pm.  Mark your 

calendars and plan to attend this beautiful Advent service 

which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of 

Jesus interspersed with the singing of traditional carols led 

by our choir.  What a truly wonderful way to prepare your 

heart, mind, and voice for 

Christmas! 

 Or better yet, if you like to sing 

(yes, you!), you are welcome to join our 

special choir for this service.  Rehearsals are on the following 

Mondays from 7-9 pm: December 1st and 8th and Thursday, 

December 11th.  The only prerequisites are 1) you like to sing 

Christmas music and 2) you like be around people who like to sing 

Christmas music.  No previous participation in the music ministry 

required!  It may be just the thing if you’ve been looking for a 

small group to join for Advent!  Please contact Kirsten Peterson 

for more details: KirPeterson@comcast.net. 

T he Brookfield Community Christmas Concert will be held 

on Sunday, December 7 at 2 pm at St. Joseph’s Church.  The choirs of the area 

Brookfield churches combine for this wonderful annual event. 

 

Evangelism Training 
 

"H ow, then, can they call on the one they have not be-
lieved in?  And how can they believe in the one of 

whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them?  And how can anyone preach un-
less they are sent?" 

All are invited to participate in a seven week evangelism 
training beginning on January 17 that will help participants be-
come more comfortable engaging in spiritual conversation with 

people in their lives, learn to have effective one-on-one conversations around 
matters of faith, develop a "spiritual library", and re-engage with God's mission.  
The training is free for individuals.  Parishes wishing to participate are asked to 
contribute $100. 

For more information or to register, see the eventbrite link.  Contact The Rev 
Tom Furrer at 860-651-0202 or tfurrer@trinitytariffville.org with any questions. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

W e are thankful for Lauren Melody & Pat Brought who  

celebrate tomorrow!  Friday is the big day for Rick Falci.  

Gary Stein will be blowing out candles on Saturday.  Christopher Goodman 

will be another year older and wiser on Sunday.  Walter Wolk will be opening presents 

on  Monday.  Leena Bernardo will be expecting your cards on Wednesday.  Have a 

blessed day everyone! 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

mailto:KirPeterson@comcast.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ct98rG5TNqxpe0ZKMQFpLiCqYy32poO5Ms-dx8fBeofyYErlFAkBubsaExl34yPAa_TGIrfSn4r6h1MyMGxxiePVl0X_G2SbjJtrLDKoNvNbqwgsogX3DzduMTALRfAhz2vFAhMGJ_1oFM6mdwmKqMwQbOMF8Qi51WIc_B18z7SMG2L87WNvlNE63ng8YCOBbqZOdiFC__iZrt2NSUIQiEAUP1-MfyUg4mDm
mailto:tfurrer@trinitytariffville.org


 13 

 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 
 

Opening Hymn Lo! He Comes, With Clouds Descending 
Gradual Hymn Rejoice, Rejoice Believers Tune: Munich 
Offertory Hymn The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 
Closing Hymn Jesus Came, Adored by Angels Tune: Regent Square 

 
 

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 
 

T his popular Advent Carol is rightly and wrongly attributed to the 
great hymn writer Charles Wesley, brother of the celebrated 

John Wesley. 
 It was actually first written by John Cennick 

[1718-1755] who was a friend of the Wesleys.  
Cennick had been converted during the early 
years of the evangelical revival in England.  
He was a teacher, itinerant preacher and a 
member of the early Methodist movement.  
He wrote a number of hymns, his best known 
being ‘Children of the heavenly king.’ 
 In 1752 John Cennick published an 
Advent hymn, ‘Lo, he cometh’.  It wasn’t his 
best work and the opening verse read; Lo, he 

cometh endless trumpets blow before his 
bloody sign!  Midst ten thousand saints and 

angels see the crucified shine.  Alleluia!  
Welcome, welcome, bleeding Lamb. 

 The hymn came to the attention of Charles Wesley 
who set about rewriting it, transforming it almost beyond recognition. 

The great hymnologist, Canon John Ellerton [1826-1893] later 
wrote, ‘Cennick’s hymn is poor stuff compared to that into which 
Wesley recast it’. 

'Lo, he comes with clouds descending’ is typical of so many of Charles Wesley’s hymns, 
rich in Biblical imagery and takes words from the Book of Revelation as its inspiration 
[Revelation 1.7].   

Charles Wesley is thought to have written over 6,500 hymns and is often 
referred to as the ‘Prince of English hymnody’.  He was the great poet of 
the Evangelical Revival in England and the Methodist movement. 

Charles Wesley went through a conversion experience in 1738, 
three years after his ordination.  He became an itinerant preacher in 
England and America, though he remained a member of the Church of 
England throughout his long life.  His hymns helped to ensure the 
success of the revival movement in the 18th century. 

The popularity of ‘Lo, he comes with clouds descending’ owes 
much to the rousing tune it is usually sung to, Helmsley.  It’s thought 
that the melody is derived from an eighteenth century Air.  In our 
Hymnal the tune is attributed to Thomas Augustine Arne [1710-1799] who 
composed ‘Rule Britannia’.  It is thought to have been first published as a 
hymn tune in Revd Martin Madan’s Collection of Psalm and Hymn Tunes sung 
at Lock Hospital, London [1763]. 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and 

non-perishable items to six area food pantries.  The 

non-perishable items are provided by our generous 

congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the 

food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  

Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

Want to listen in to what we’ll 

be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

Or do you want to listen to a 

song from last week once more? 

  You can listen on Spotify by clicking 

here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service 

This week’s worship music includes:  : 

King of 

Heaven, 

Song to the 

Savior, Call 

Me Home, 

Your Great 

Name, & 

How Great 

is Our God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpyWGdXys7I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w30Q6jDKNZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4eJ6dfWGl3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uL552RhQWxo
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
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†  Socks & Toiletries for the Socks & Toiletries for the Socks & Toiletries for the 
HomelessHomelessHomeless   

 

H omeless people are on their feet all day, 
and the only pair of socks they own are 

very likely to be threadbare.  This year we 
are collecting socks and toiletries for the 
men’s homeless shelter throughout the 
winter months.  Place donations in the bins 
in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

“ Yet, O Lord, you are our father; we are the clay 
and you are the potter.”  God wants to shape us 

to be the kind of vessels that reflect his unlimited giving 
and grace.  He offers Himself as the model par 
excellence.  He has given so much to each of us.  Do we 
do our best to reflect his generosity by our own giving? 
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Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about 
their presence in church. 

 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel 
called to serve in this important ministry. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact 
Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) 

or David Szen 

†  Save the Date 
St. Paul's Women's 
Retreat with all 
new Women of the 
Bible with Anita 
Gutschick and 
Joanne Hagemeyer 
is coming June 5-6, 
2015  

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

November 26th 

 Isaac Watts  
Hymnwriter, 1748 

 

I saac Watts is remembered as the father of English hymnody.  He was born in 
Southampton, England, in 1674, the eldest child of a devout Nonconformist family.  

His academic capabilities and particularly his ability with the English language were 
recognized at an early age.  He was offered the resources to enroll at 
Oxford or Cambridge and pursue ordination in the Church of England, 
but Watts remained faithful to his background and in 1690 enrolled in a 
Nonconformist academy at Stoke Newington.  In 1702, Watts was 
ordained and served the Mark Lane independent congregation in London 
for a decade before his health made it impossible to continue. 
As a hymn writer, Watts wrote more than six hundred hymns, about a 
quarter of which continue in popular use.  Among his works was his 
Psalms of David, a metrical psalter that versified the psalms in English 

for hymnic use.  Perhaps his most enduring contribution in this genre is “O God, our help in 
ages past,” based upon the opening verses of Psalm 90. 

Watts also wrote a wide variety of other hymns and spiritual songs that are well beloved.  
The attractiveness of his texts is often said to be reflective of Watts’ own personal faith: 
gentle, quiet, sturdy, and deeply devout.  This can easily be seen in the final stanza of 
“When I survey the wondrous cross:” 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

 

Among his more enduring hymns are “Jesus shall reign,” “Joy to the world,” and “I sing 
the mighty power of God.” 

Due to ill health, Watts spent the last decades of his life in semiseclusion, rarely 
preaching, but devoted his time to writing, as he was able.  During this period, his writings 
take a new turn and he completed books on logic, human nature, and the English language, 
in addition to sermons, devotional literature, works for children, and more poetry and 
hymns. 
Watts died in 1748.  He is honored with a memorial in Westminster Abbey. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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This past weekend, at Jericho Partnership Neighborhood 

Center, Thanksgiving dinner was served to 230+ individuals 

and families in need in 2 locations.  Transformation was taking 

place, physically, emotionally and spiritually and several of St. 

Paul’s parishioners were grateful to have been a part of the 

process!  Thank you to the 150 volunteers who served our 

neighbors in need.  We are better together!  
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 †  Italian Christmas Cookies 

†  Ventania, or, The Gale 
 

1888 
Parreiras, Antônio, 1860-1937  

 

A ntônio Diogo da Silva Parreiras was a 
Brazilian painter, designer and 

illustrator.  He was one of nine children and 
his father was a goldsmith.  In 1882, he 
enrolled at the Academia Imperial de Belas 
Artes in Rio de Janeiro, but left two years 
later to attend the free painting classes being 
offered by the German immigrant artist Georg 
Grimm.  In 1885, when Grimm left to work in 
the countryside, Parreiras became an 
autodidact.  A year later, one of his works was 
purchased by Emperor Pedro II. 

This allowed him to resume his formal 
studies and travel to Europe in 1888.  Upon 
his return to Brazil two years later, he also 
received numerous commissions to paint 
historical scenes and, after 1899, did 
decorations for the government in public 
buildings, such as the "Allegory of Apollo and 
the Goddesses of the Hours", which he 
created for the Palácio da Liberdade in Belo 
Horizonte. 

The Gale is one of his most often 
reproduced paintings. 

Directions: 
In a bowl, cream butter and sugar.  Add the eggs, one at a 
time, beating well after each addition.  Beat in ricotta and 

vanilla.  Combine flour, 
salt and baking soda; 
gradually add to creamed 
mixture. 
Drop by rounded 
teaspoonfuls 2 in. apart 
onto greased baking 
sheets.  Bake at 350° for 
10-12 minutes or until 
lightly browned.  
Remove to wire racks to 
cool. 
In a large bowl, butter, 
confectioners’ sugar, 
vanilla and enough milk 
to reach spreading 
consistency.  Frost cooled 
cookies and immediately 
decorate with sprinkles.  
Store in the refrigerator.  Yield: 8-1/2 dozen. 

 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
1 cup butter, softened 
2 cups sugar  
1 carton (15 ounces) ricotta 

cheese 
2 teaspoons pure vanilla 

extract 
4 cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon salt  
1 teaspoon baking soda  
 

Frosting: 
1/4 cup butter, softened 
3 to 4 cups confectioners' 

sugar 
1/2 teaspoon pure vanilla 

extract 
3 to 4 tablespoons milk 
Colored sprinkles 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
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Women’s Evening Ministry 
Children of the Day by Beth Moore 

 
 Remaining sessions are: 
Dec 2 & 16, and Jan 6 & 20, 2015 
Meeting time 7:00 - 8:45 pm in the Guild Room 
 
 An in-depth Bible study of 1 and 2 Thessalonians by 
Beth Moore 
 
 Is family life a challenge?  Is work driving you cra-
zy?  Do you know God has a purpose for your life, but 
can't figure out what it is?  Know that your circumstanc-
es are not coincidental.  And God's timing is impecca-
ble.  Join Beth Moore on the Thessalonian shores as she 
walks you through the truth of each verse of 1 and 2 
Thessalonians.  In this study, you'll face crises, afflic-
tions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears.  Find 
encouragement for living the Christian life now and 
hope for when Christ returns. 

 

T he Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury has given 

St. Paul’s the 2nd Saturday of every month to 

staff the food and clothing pantry. 

Our next volunteer date is December 14th from 10 - 

11:30 am. 

Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are interested 

in volunteering for this date or future dates - 

ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731. 

We will also be collecting winter clothes and gently 

used children’s books and coloring books.  Please 

look for donation box in Crocker Hall or contact 

Laurie DoBosh. 

J ericho Volunteers Needed - During the holiday season it is easy to get 

wrapped up with the stress of life. Imagine, though, what could happen if families 

in our community “Get Wrapped Up” in generosity instead! Jericho Partnership invites you 

to join us this season to actively serve and compassionately love our neighbors in need.  

For more information please call (203) 791-1180 or Email: info@jerichopartnership.org  

†  Christmas Giving Tree 
 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are 

financially struggling.  The Sunday after Thanksgiving, there will 

be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags attached listing items 

requested by the families.  If you would like to bring some extra joy to the 

families, please take a tag or two from the tree. 

The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due back to 

church by Sunday, December 14th, with the tag attached (most 

important).  Please keep the maximum limit of $30 per gift.  Thank you in 

advance for showering Christmas blessings on the families. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
mailto:info@jerichopartnership.org
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†  Dorothy Day Ministry 

 

E very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn 
to cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day 

Hospitality House in Danbury.  Please consider helping out 
in this vital ministry.  Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don 
Winkley for more info.  

†  Christmas Memorial Flowers 
 

T here are envelopes on the back table for anyone wishing to remember loved 

ones or friends this Christmas season by placing a beautiful poinsettia plant in 

the church in their memory.  All names will be listed in the Christmas Eve 

bulletin.  Memorial are due by Sunday, December 14th.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. 

Coffee Hour Ministry - Please consider signing up 

to host a coffee hour.  It's easy, rewarding, and a very 

important ministry at St. Paul's.  Hosting services should only 

be required two or three times a year.  You will be assigned to 

the service of your choice.  Please call Mary Allen at 203-775-

6633 or email at chamla@charter.net for details.  Thanks 

†  Greening of the Church 

 

P lease join us for the "Greening of the Church" on Saturday, 

December 13, at noon.  Everyone is welcome to come enjoy 

Christmas cookies, egg nog and fellowship as we listen to 

Christmas music and share in this traditional time of decorating 

the church.  If you have any questions, please contact Gail 

Winkley at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  

The Sacristans for December 

are Carol Gurski, Lois Hunt, 

Diane Loring, Dori McManus, 

Joyce Sarver & Gail Winkley.  

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Christmas%20Flowers
mailto:chamla@charter.net
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Church%20Greening
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

With Great Power and Glory 
 

 Isaiah 64:1-9 

T he Hebrew Bible lesson presents a contrite plea to 
God for merciful justice.  The prophet recalls earlier 

times when the Lord’s presence made the very mountains 
quake.  Now the people have sinned grievously and are 
suffering for their wrongs  They can only pray that the 
Lord will remember them as God’s children, God’s 
creatures, and temper divine anger. 

 Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
A lament and a plea to the Lord, the shepherd of Israel, 

that God will turn away divine anger and restore the people. 
 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
In this reading Paul greets the new disciples in Corinth, telling 

them of his gratitude to God on their behalf and offering comfort and 
assurance.  Because they are sanctified in Christ, these converts, 
together with those everywhere who call upon Jesus, have a vocation 
as saints.  They are rich in spiritual gifts.  Trusting in a faithful God, 
they wait for the great revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Mark 13:24-37 
In this gospel lesson Jesus presents his disciples with a vision of 

the end of human history and repeatedly urges them to be on watch.  
The universe itself will reflect this transformation as the Son of Man 
comes.  That time is near, but no one know it exactly.  Disciples 
must live expectantly and be on alert for their Lord’s coming. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

A re you ready to inherit a kingdom?  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our sermon archives as well. 

Mark 13:24-37 

The lesson for Advent is 

still: Stay awake.  Be alert.  

Live in expectation.  Live 

now as you will when the 

Son of Man does return.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
…..Christ Church, Ansonia; St. Paul’s, Bantam. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..  Postulants and candidates for Holy Orders; the Commission on 
Ministry and its committees.. 
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, 
Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John 
Mainhart & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
…..the people of North Korea; the people of the Republic of Senegal; and our sister and 
brother members of the Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of North America. 
…..Christians in Iraq and Syria facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims there (and in other nations) to come to know Jesus Christ. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Turkey, that Turkish Christians will disapprove of the idea that true Turks must be 
Muslim. 
…..Fr. George Hall, healing from cancer and his recent surgery. 
…..Patricia Brought, who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s Daughter, healing of cancer. 
…..An end to the epidemic of Ebola virus in West Africa. 
…..Pat Kenneally, who has a rare lung cancer.  Pray for his family as well.  
…..Tom, Laurie 
DoBosh’s father, who 
is in the final stages of 
Parkinson's.  Please 
pray for healing and 
relief from pain.  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That 
Make You Think 

 
Back Issues of 
Sword Points 

 
 
 

What is Advent all 
about?  This video 
explains it in two 
minutes.  Be sure 
to check it out. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

If you can help someone, help them.  

If you can't help someone then pray that 

God makes a way for you to help them.  

http://christchurchansonia.org/default.asp
http://www.stpaulsbantam.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Korea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senegal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Lutheran_Diocese_of_North_America
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S02KOlw7dlA
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFJq5CMXhM4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFJq5CMXhM4&feature=youtu.be
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December 24th 
Christmas Eve 

 

5:00 PM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  Sarah Shepley 

Lector:  Isaiah 9:2-7  Mary Perry 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Psalm 96    Titus 2:11-14 

Christmas Lay Schedule 2014 

December 25th 
Christmas Day 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Isaiah 52:7-10  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Mike Kirner 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 98    Hebrews 1:1-12 

December 24th 
Christmas Eve 

 

9:00 PM 

Welcoming:  Susan Champagne 

Acolyte:  John Tuthill 

Lector:  Isaiah 62:6-12  Sandra Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Lisa Richardson 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 

Psalm 97    Titus 3:4-7 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay1_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay1_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

December Lay Schedule 2014 

 

Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

December 21st 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Mike Kirner 

Acolyte:  Audrey Powell 

Lector:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  Mary Perry 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 

Lay Reader:  Pam Szen 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26    Romans 16:25-27 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser / Vito Barbieri 

Acolyte:  Ryan Sampson 

Lector:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  Rose Barrett 

Intercessor:  Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26    Romans 16:25-27 

 

December 7th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Doug Melody 

Acolyte:  Lauren Melody 

Lector:  Isaiah 40:1-11  Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Pam Szen 

Lay Reader:  Mike Kirner 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13    2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Christine Domareck 

Acolyte:  Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector:  Isaiah 40:1-11  Sandra Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Lisa Richardson 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13    2 Peter 3:8-15a 

December 14th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Mike Kirner 

Acolyte:  Rachel Melody 

Lector:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  Sandra Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 

Psalm 126    1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Christine Domareck 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Christmas Pageant 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 

 

December 28th 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  John & Joyce Sarver 

Acolyte:  Audrey Powell 

Lector:  Isaiah 61:10-62:3  John Tuthill 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Lay Reader:  Mike Kirner 

Psalm 147    Galatians 2:23-25; 4:4-7 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser / Vito Barbieri 

Acolyte:  Ryan Sampson 

Lector:  Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Psalm 147    Galatians 2:23-25; 4:4-7 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 

5:30 PM Christian  
               Caring 

 

7:00 PM Stephen  
               Ministry  

 

7:00 PM Lessons &  
           Carols Rehearsal 

2 
 

9:15 AM  Ladies Bible  
                Study 

 

6:30 PM Deanery  
         Meeting, Roxbury 

 

7:00 PM Women’s    
          Evening Ministry 

3 
 

10:00 AM  
Holy Eucharist Rite I   

              and Healing 
 

4 
 

7:30 PM Mission   
               Committee 

 

7:30 PM Property  
               Committee 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

5 
 

6:00 PM Y.G. Wreaths 

6 
 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

 

9:30 AM Ecumenical  
        Concert Rehearsal,   
       St. Joseph’s Church 
 

10:00 AM PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 AM House of  
                  Prayer 

7 
 

8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 

9::30 AM Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 
2:00 PM Ecumenical  
              Christmas Concert 
4:00 PM  Youth Group 

8 
 

7:00 PM Lessons &  
           Carols Rehearsal 

9 
 

9:15 AM  Ladies Bible  
                Study 

 

10 
 

10:00 AM  
Holy Eucharist Rite I 
              and Healing 
 
7:00 PM Staff Meeting 
 
7:30 PM Vestry  

               Meeting 

11 
 

1:00 PM Dorothy Day  
               Ministry 

 
7:30 PM Music Night 

12 13 
 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

 
 

10:00 AM PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 AM House of  
                  Prayer 

 

12:00 PM Greening of   
                  the Church 

 

  

14 
 

8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 

9::30 AM Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist & 
            Christmas Pageant 

12:00 PM Advent  Brunch 
5:00 PM Lessons & Carols 

15 
 

7:00 PM Stephen  
               Ministry 

 
 

16 
 

9:15 AM  Ladies Bible  
                Study 

 

7:00 PM Women’s    
          Evening Ministry 

 

17 
 

10:00 AM  
Holy Eucharist Rite II 

              and Healing 
 

18 
 

7:00 PM Healing Team  
               Party 

7:30 PM Music Night 

19 20 

 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

 

10:00 AM Pageant  
                  Rehearsal 

10:00 AM PraiseMoves 
 

10:00 AM St. Paul’s  
                  Quilters 

 

11:00 AM House of  
                  Prayer 

21 
 

8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 

9::30 AM Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  

          Eucharist 
6:00 PM Behold the Lamb 

22 23 
 

9:15 AM  Ladies Bible  
                Study 

 

24   
Christmas Eve 

(Parish Office Closed) 

 
5:00 PM Family   

               Service 
 
9:00 PM Evening  

               Service 

  

25  
Christmas Day 

(Parish Office Closed) 

 
10:30 AM - Holy 

 Eucharist 

26 27 
 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

 

10:00 AM PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 AM House of  
                  Prayer 

28 
 

8:00 AM Traditional  
                Eucharist 

9::30 AM Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

29 30 
 

9:15 AM  Ladies Bible  
                Study 

 

31 
 

10:00 AM  
Holy Eucharist Rite II  

              and Healing 
 

   

   December 



 27 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Laurie DoBosh, 
Dot Crocker, Lynne Donnelly, 

Heather Melody, Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Ken Perry, Mary Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, Debi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Sarah Shepley, Tara Shepley, 
David Szen, Pam Szen, Don Winkley, 
Gail Winkley 
& Bonnie 
Wanzer. 

 
 

 

Earth Stewardship 

“A re you still 
using 

Styrofoam coffee 
cups?”  Cindy Maier 
keeps a cup for 
husband Peter and 
herself in the 
cabinets in the coffee 
room.   

†  Our Daily Bread 

 

T he Our Daily Bread for 

December, 

January & February 

are now available at 

the back of the 

church.  Our Daily 

Bread contains a 

scripture verse and 

meditation for each 

day. 

Advent Resources  

With Advent beginning Sunday, 

check out these Advent resources, 

courtesy of Episcopal Church 

Foundation Vital Practices.  They 

include videos, ideas for children's 

liturgies, devotional calendars, and much 

more 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
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