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† Together, We Are Christ's Essential Presence
"For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and
self-control."
(2 Tim 1:7)
Dear Fellow Disciples in mission,

A

fter Sunday's sermon, several people at the
door inquired to know more about John
Mark, the person the message centered upon,
and to whom our Gospel is attributed. Why did
he desert the Apostles on their first mission? Some scholarly ideas include: he grew timid
at the thought of crossing over the Taurus mountains; or grew nervous about bandits (cf. 2
Cor 11:26); or became disgruntled at Paul taking over the lead of the team from his cousin
Barnabas. We simply do not know, but the fact that Mark appears to have gone directly to
Jerusalem (where his mother's house was located, cf. Acts 12:12) without reporting the
progress of the team to the Antiochen church may give a clue as to why Luke, the author of
Acts (always emphasizing the importance of the Gentiles), includes this in the narrative.
Simply put, it appears that Mark was uncomfortable with the Gentile mission and preaching
the gospel to non-Jews. Related to this, the spiritual battle Paul waged on the sorcerer may
have been the terrifying tipping point for Mark, who, though sent out by the Spirit, once in
the field began to doubt his calling. Yet his later restoration is the beautiful ending we all
heard together last Sunday.
So, what does all this have to do with us today? There is a world waiting for God's mission
to come forth in us. As the church, we continue to carry the apostolic torch of faith, where
hardships, challenges and resistance await us, yet this resistance builds strength in the end.
We will have trepidation, make mistakes and turn the other way at times, yet God will give
us the courage we need to risk it all for the sake of divine love over and over. Together, we
are Christ's essential presence in a lost world. Be confident, for we were made for the
adventure of God's mission. And it is an awesome calling to share.
Apostolically yours,

† Christmas Schedule
Sun, Dec 14 - 10:30 am - Christmas Pageant
5:00 pm - Festival of Lessons & Carols
Sun, Dec 21 - 6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb
Wed, Dec 24 Christmas Eve
5:00 pm - Christmas Eve Family Service
9:00 pm - Traditional Christmas Eve Service
Thu, Dec 25 Christmas Day
10:30 pm - Christmas Day Eucharist

† What’s Your Spiritual Gift?
Click on the following link to assess your God
given gifts:
http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift.

Miracles
The gift of miracles is the special ability that God
gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to
serve as human intermediaries through whom it
pleases God to perform powerful acts that are
perceived by observers to have altered the ordinary course of nature.
Acts 9:36-42 * Acts 19:11-20 * Acts 20:7-12
Romans 15:18-19 * 1 Corinthians 12:10, 28 * 2 Corinthians 12:12

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday,
December 28th in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for
2014. Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first or
subsequent Sundays in 2015 will not qualify for a charitable contribution for
2014, even if the check is predated to 2014 or actually written in 2014.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Dec 11

Sat, Dec 13

Sun, Dec 14

Mon, Dec 15
Tue, Dec 16

Wed, Dec 17
Thu, Dec 18
Sat, Dec 20

Sun, Dec 21

2

- 1:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
12:00 pm
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
5:00 pm
- 7:00 pm
- 9:15 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
- 10:00 am
- 7:30 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

-

Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Finance Committee, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Greening of the Church, Sanctuary

-

Traditional Eucharist
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Contemporary Eucharist / Christmas Pageant
Advent Brunch, Crocker Hall
Festival of Lessons & Carols
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Women’s Evening Ministry
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Parish Hall
Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing
Healing Team Party, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Third Sunday of Advent

Fourth Sunday of Advent
-

Traditional Eucharist
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Behold the Lamb

T

Sunday School Save the Dates!

he Christmas pageant is right around the corner
and preparation is already starting. Please save
the following dates on your December calendar so your
children can be a part of this special event:
Saturday, December 13th - 9:30-11:30 am: Pageant
Rehearsal
**Attendance is required to play a main part in the
pageant.
Sunday, December 14th - 10:30 am Service:
Christmas Pageant
**Following the 10:30 service, please join us for a
parish wide brunch in Crocker Hall.

3

The final week for purchasing Quilt Raffle tickets is during coffee hour
this week. The drawing will be held during the pageant brunch after the
10:30 service on Sunday. Good luck to everyone who entered!
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The Hearts to Hands Ministry and the Christian Caring Committee
strive to meet the physical needs of Saint Paul's parishioners. We
meet these needs by coordinating assistance from other
parishioners who want to help. If you are currently
struggling with a housing, transportation or financial
challenge, please contact Nicole O'Connors (860) 788-2995
or Gail Winkley (203) 775-3343 for assistance.

Assistance with meals
not as difficult as it may seem
….but very rewarding!

We have a need for a meal to be provided once per
week over the next few
weeks. If you don’t like to cook, you can provide take
out, have food delivered/picked up, or provide a gift
card to a favorite local restaurant. This is a simple
offering but helps out so much! Please contact
Dorothy (aka: Dot) Crocker at 860-355-5672.

C

Attention Parents and Parishioners!

ome check out our new Sunday School Central bulletin board in the Sunday
School hallway. Last week we added index cards to our Wish List, labeled
with items and gift cards that the Sunday School and Youth Group can use to better
meet the needs of our students each Sunday. If you would like to donate an item,
simply remove the top index card with the item name (to remind yourself!) and
record your name and phone number on the card below (to let us know!). You can
bring the item in at your earliest convenience and give it to Heather, Nicole or leave
it labeled in the church office. Thank you so much in advance for your support.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” - 1 Thessalonians 5:16 - 18

T

his scripture reading sums up Stewardship. “Rejoice always”
means place your trust in God; He will provide all that you need.
“Pray constantly” means prayer should be a running conversation with
God throughout the whole day, every day. “Give thanks in all
circumstances” means even in bad situations, thank God. Suffering a little
bit helps build empathy for others in similar situations.

C

S

ovenant Envelopes for 2015 are in the back of the church. Please take yours and
those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps us save on mailing costs.
Please do not use the 2015 blue envelopes until the new year,
and do not use the 2014 green envelopes after December 28,
2014; otherwise it will be credited to your 2015 account. If you
do not wish to use the covenant envelopes, as long as your gift
can be identified, an account is established in your name and
you will receive quarterly statements. If you have any questions, please contact Beth Miller, Financial Secretary, at 203 775
-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com. Thank you.

† Happy Birthday to You!

herri Kane will be cutting the cake today. Lori
O’Hara celebrates tomorrow! Saturday is the big
day for Barbara Hock & Diane Simone. Natalina
Schappach will be blowing out candles on Monday.
Dorothy Blake & Jean Letizia will be opening presents on
Tuesday. Norma Schofield will be another year older and wiser on
Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
Joseph Mohr (December 11, 1792 to December 4, 1848)
He penned the most popular Christmas carol. Born this day in 1792, German Roman
Catholic priest, in Salzberg, Austria. He was ordained in 1815, and served as assistant
priest at St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf, Austria, from 1817-19. He later became
vicar at Hintersee (1828-37), then vicar at Wagrein (1837-48), where he remained
until his death in 1848. While at Oberndorf, father Mohr penned the words to a
beloved Christmas carol which was set to music by the village schoolmaster and
church organist, Franz Gruber. The hymn was finished in time for Christmas Eve
mass, December 24, 1818, when "Stille Nacht" ("Silent Night") was sung for the
first time. He left nothing behind at his death but a robe, guitar, pipe and pipe bag.

So Pick Up Your Wreath Already!
Have you picked yours up?
hank you to everyone who supported our very successful
wreath sale this year! You’ve helped raise some funds for
our Youth mission programs.
There are still a few wreaths left at the church which are
already purchased, but awaiting to be taken to their new home!
Please pick your wreath up by this Sunday.

T
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Rising Light
A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

S

taying in fellowship with other Christians is an essential part of
our relationship with God. As important as it is for us to spend
time in prayer with God, immersing ourselves with
people who share our faith and values strengthens our
own faith. Sometimes hearing trials that another
person overcame, or witnessing the blessings that
God has given a fellow Christian can inspire us in
our walk with God. Also, relating our daily
relationship with God to other Christians provides an outlet for
encouragement and advice. So, wherever we may find ourselves it is
always important to seek out any form of Christian fellowship,
because it enables us to share our journey of faith to a audience who is
more than willing to listen.
Hebrews 10:24-25
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

† Save the Date

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

St. Paul's Women's
Retreat with all
new Women of the
Bible with Anita
Gutschick and
Joanne Hagemeyer
is coming June 5-6,
2015

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions
at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† A Christmas Legend
by Mari-Anna Stålnacke @flowingfaith

F

ar, far away in Siberia lived a good but poor king. He had always been told that
when the Highest King would be born a star would proclaim his birth. As the poor
king saw the star of Bethlehem, he knew right away that now the Highest King had been
born. He chose the best things his country could offer: pearls, linen, fur, and honey to be
his gifts to this new king and started his journey on his horse.
The star was bright and it made the journey of the poor king
easy. Far south he met three other kings who were on their
way to greet the baby king. But these kings came from very
powerful and rich countries and they did not have time to wait
for the poor king and his old horse. During his long journey
the poor king met a beggar woman whom just had had a baby.
The poor king gave to her his fur to cloth the baby.
The journey of the poor king continued. He came to a very
troubled country. He thought how these people would need the
Highest King very much. Seeing such sufferings made the
heart of the poor king ache. He gave away everything he had
until he did not have anything left to bring to the Highest King.
But he continued his journey anyway. When his old horse died
he continued by walking.
The poor king finally arrived to a harbor. The poor king
met an old woman saying goodbye to his only son who had
been sentenced to slavery for 30 years to pay off his late father’s deaths. The poor king
could not let this happen; otherwise the old woman would have been left without anybody
to take care of her. So the poor king promised to take his place. Thirty years the king
worked as a slave. The years were long, the work was hard and over those years the king
saw unending sufferings and sadness. Sometimes he wondered why there weren’t any signs
of the Highest King anywhere. But still the poor king believed in the star.
Finally those thirty years passed and the king was free to go. Now he was old and tired
but he continued his journey hardly remembering any more what he was looking for. At the
end he arrived to a city where there were people from all over the world. They were having
a big celebration. There the poor king met the woman whom he had helped years ago. The
king did not recognize her, but she told him that he had helped her when she had had
nothing. “I gave you my heart, even though you did not ever know that. Something even a
beggar can give: one’s heart.” She also told him that today was the Highest King dying in
the city. Oh, the poor king would meet him after all! The king followed the crowds and
came to a hill where there were three crosses. The poor king looked in the eyes of the
person crucified in the middle cross and he immediately knew this was the Highest King he
had been looking for all his life. The poor king was deeply sorry that he had given all his
gifts away. But then he remembered the words of the poor woman. He knelt down and
said: “My Lord, take my heart!”
Yes, Lord!
Take my heart!
Amen
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Advent Quiet Morning
n Advent Quiet Morning, "Called and Sent:
A
For the Healing of the World" will take place
on December 13 from 9 am - 12:30pm at three

different locations in the Episcopal Church in
Connecticut. The Rev. Greg Welin will lead at
St. Paul's in Woodbury; Wendy Lyons will lead at
Holy Trinity in Enfield; and the Rev. Rachel
Thomas will lead at St. David's in Gales Ferry.
More information and registration is available at
freshspringsretreats.org.

The Footstep

s of Paul &

Save the da
tes. Plans a
re
being finalize
d for another
spectacular
Biblical pilg
rimage
& cruise on
October 16-3
1, 20 15.
Fr. Joe plan
s on joining
u
s.
Istanbul, an
cient Troy,
E
p
hesus,
Patmos, Sa
ntorini, Ath
en
s,
Thessalonic
a, Philippi…
..
Pricing com
ing soon.

Day 4 - Archaeological Museum, Sea of Marmara - This morning our
guide will walk us through the wonderful exhibits at the Archaeological
Museum. Treasures include the sarcophagus of Alexander the Great,
mosaic remnants depicting the times of Nebuchadnezzar, tablets of the Treaty
of Kadesh known to be between Ramses II and the Hittites during the 13th century BC and
many other wonderful items. Departing Istanbul, we travel west across “Trace,” the European
portion of Turkey. The summer homes along the Sea of Marmara will provide scenery as we
travel. Views of the bunkers on the hillside and the ocean going vessels give clear
understanding to the commentary of the British major losses and World War I defeat in the
Dardanelles Strait. Our bus boards a large ferry for the scenic crossing of the Dardanelles to
our lodging this evening in picturesque Çanakkale.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Riots, Racism, and Grand Juries

A

s we are all aware two Grand Juries* have recently handed down decisions of ‘no
true bill’ in cases involving the deaths of black suspects during an arrest process.
In one case, in Ferguson MO, this decision was followed by an extended period of rioting
(and similar rioting had also occurred at the time of the original incident). The other case, in
Staten Island, also led to wide-spread protests, but these did not generally rise to the level of
a riot. In both cases the Grand Jury met over an extended period, heard far more extensive
evidence than is usually the case, and came to a defensible decision.
A quick web search indicates that in the great majority of cases such Juries do usually
return indictments, but when police are accused, the great majority of cases do not result in
indictments. Racial information is not always readily available, but I did find three cases
where indictments were handed down against white Officers who shot Blacks, and another
where a Black officer who shot a white suspect was not indicted. I am led to the belief that
race, while often present, is probably not a major factor in these decisions. On the other
hand there does seem to be a strong presumption in favor of the police - usually attributed to
a general recognition of the dangers of police work and the frequent necessity of making
snap judgments, combined with the generally close working relationship that exists between
police and prosecutors (who actually control the Grand Jury process).
Bearing this in mind, I would look at this statement recently issued by a neighboring
bishop to his diocese.
With no presumption of what verdict might be reached at trial in any particular case,
nothing could be clearer than that at a minimum the demands of justice require that any
such killings be fully investigated and that everyone involved be held to account. The
long and ongoing pattern of refusing to indict police officers who take the lives of people
of color, especially black men, continues to communicate to everyone that the lives of
these whom we know to be the beloved children of our God do not in fact matter, that
they are expendable, that their killings raise no question, and that they can be taken at
no cost. What this says to the hearts and spirits of children of color growing up in
our cities should break every heart. It breaks mine. And it must be said as well that
these non-indictments also cast a shadow across the faithful service of the very
many police officers who do their work well and are respectful of the communities
they serve. These have been very, very costly days for our country, and now our
own city, and costly for those of us who love Jesus and have been made free and strong by
the love of God for every single person which we have come to know through him.

Obviously I would take issues with some of the points made here. The time devoted to
both these cases by the Grand Juries, the listing of evidence presented to them (including
inter alia long lists of witnesses, Medical Examiners’ reports, and citizen videos of both
incidents) all testify that there was in fact an extensive investigation to which they were
made privy. I have already noted that there is a pattern of not indicting police officers who
take the lives of people generally, this is not restricted to Black men or other minorities,
although in most large cities the victim and perpetrators of violent crimes tend to come from
these groups and are thus most often entangled with the police.† Clearly these nonindictments do communicate to some that lives are expendable but when the decision not to
indict comes after a lengthy process it can hardly be said that the deaths were not questioned
and were cost-free. I know and respect this bishop, but I fear that this statement is more
likely to increase suspicion and ill will than otherwise.
Additionally it should be noted that the refusal to indict might avert a criminal trial
(though in many cases a trial on lesser charges, or a Federal trial, is still a possibility, and
the officer in one case has already resigned his position and the other may well face an
internal affairs investigation and/or a wrongful death suit.
*

†
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- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

The Grand Jury as a body charged with making the preliminary indictment in Criminal cases dates back to
Henry II and was reaffirmed in Magna Carta. In the US today different states use them in different ways (e.g.
in Connecticut they are only impaneled for murder but other jurisdictions use them for all felonies), they may
investigate crimes, or more often they are simply responsible for determining that there is minimal evidence to
justify a trial. In the latter case there is a very low bar for an indictment as the reasonable doubt standard only
comes into play at the actual trial. In these two cases, however, the time frame indicates that an extended
review did occur. Wikipedia s.v. Grand Jury.
This does imply proportionately more minorities are involved in violent crimes; but does not suggest that a
large majority of them are so involved.

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
Blessed Be the God of Israel tune: Munich
Watchman, Tell Us of the Night
Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding
tune: Stuttgart

Hark! The herald angels cry

T

he ubiquitous "sounds of Christmas," in shops, elevators, and on radio and TV, are
among the most powerful influences on us to think about Christmas, rather than
Advent, from the middle of November on. As a parody once put it, "Hark, the herald angels
cry,/ telling us, 'Go out and buy.'" Once a catchy tune (even, sometimes, a bad tune!) begins
ringing in our ears and repeating again and again in our head, it is difficult to get it out. And
the subconscious effect on our mood and our attitudes is substantial. Thus, one of the ways
we can work on rediscovering Advent is to learn some of the rich hymnody that has been
composed for the season.
“On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry” Although he does not have a feast day in Advent,
John the Baptist is clearly one of the chief saints of Advent. He bridges the gap between the
Old and New Testaments, proclaiming, as in the previous hymn, the traditional prophetic
promise of the coming Messiah, and then pointing specifically to Jesus, the long-awaited
fulfilment of that promise. This Latin hymn of the 18th century repeats the Baptist's
warning that repentance is a necessary precondition to participation in the coming salvation.
“Blessed Be the God of Israel” was written by Michael Perry, an Anglican
priest, for a hymn writing competition in 1985 sponsored by The Hymn Society
of America. This text shared the same first line as another hymn written by Carl
Daw that was being presented at the competition as well. This hymn is a
paraphrase of Zechariah’s song found in Luke 1: 68-79, which is the Benedictus
at the circumcision of John the Baptist.
Want to listen in to what we’ll
Wathcman, Tell Us of the
Night” This hymn was written by Sir John
be singing on Sunday at 10:30?
Bowring in 1825. Mr Bowring seems to
Or do you want to listen to a
have been an almost prophetic poet and like
song from last week once more?
Isaiah to have had continually in view the
spiritual victories that are to fill the world
with righteousness. In every high position
You can listen on Spotify by clicking
he took with him a hopeful luminous
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service
Christian experience and ever seemed like a
watchman on the walls of Zion who sooner
This week’s worship music includes:
than others saw and
You Are the
heralded the first beams of
One, We Give
the full orbed and glorious
You Thanks,
gospel day.
“Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding” Edward Thank You
God for
Caswall translated this tenth century Latin hymn
and published it in 1849. Its tells of Christ the
Saving Me,
Sun who dispels darkness and "shines upon the
Oh Our Lord,
morning skies" and was appointed to be sung
Joy to the
daily in Advent at the daybreak office of Lauds in World
the Sarum rite.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The
non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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† Socks & Toiletries for the
Homeless

H

omeless people are on their feet all day,
and the only pair of socks they own are
very likely to be threadbare. This year we
are collecting socks and toiletries for the
men’s homeless shelter throughout the
winter months. Place donations in the bins
in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

B

ecause of Sunday’s collect, some call
Advent III “Stir Up” Sunday. As
stewards, how do we seek to be stirred up so
that we may faithfully respond to God’s will
for us in this journey of life we travel? What
are the tools we use so we might be fashioned
into the bread and nourishment God wants
not only for us, but for us to share with
others?
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† John the Baptizer

T

hese middle two Sundays of Advent our gospel readings have focused on the
ministry of John the Baptist. Who is he and what does he represent?
Our principal sources of information about John the Baptist are (1) references to his birth
in the first chapter of Luke, (2) references to his preaching and his martyrdom in the
Gospels, with a few references in Acts, and (3) references in Josephus to his preaching and
martyrdom, references which are consistent with the New Testament ones, but sufficiently
different in the details to make direct borrowing unlikely.
According to the Jewish historian Josephus (who wrote after 70 AD), John the Baptist
was a Jewish preacher in the time of Pontius Pilate
(AD 26-36). He called the people to repentance
and to a renewal of their covenant relation with
God. He was imprisoned and eventually put to
death by Herod Antipas (son of Herod the Great,
who was king when Jesus was born) for
denouncing Herod's marriage to Herodias, the wife
of his still-living brother Philip. In order to marry
Herodias, Herod divorced his first wife, the
daughter of King Aretas of Damascus, who
subsequently made war on Herod, a war which,
Josephus tells us, was regarded by devout Jews as a
punishment for Herod's murder of the prophet John.
Symbolically, John represents the climax of the long tradition of Jewish prophets
looking forward to the promised deliverance, but that the deliverance itself is a greater thing.
John is the climax of the Law. He lives in the wilderness, a life with no frills where food
and clothing are concerned. He has renounced the joys of family life, and dedicated himself
completely to his mission of preaching, of calling people to an observance of the law, to
ordinary standards of virtue. In terms of
natural goodness, no one is better than John.
But he represents Law, not Grace. Among
men born of woman, among the once-born,
he has no superior. But anyone who has been
born anew in the kingdom of God has
something better than what John symbolizes.
(Note that to say that John symbolizes
something short of the Kingdom is not to say
that John is himself excluded from the
Kingdom.)
John is the last voice of the Old Covenant,
the close of the Age of Law. Jesus is the first
voice of the New Covenant, the beginning of
the Age of Grace. Accordingly, John is born
to an elderly, barren woman, born when it is
really too late for her to be having a child,
while Jesus is born to a young virgin, born
when it is really too early for her to be having
a child. John is announced (and conceived)
at the autumnal equinox, when the leaves are
dying and falling from the trees. Jesus is
announced (and conceived) at the vernal
equinox, when the green buds are bursting
forth on the trees and there are signs of new
life everywhere. John is born when the days
are longest, and from his birth on they grow
steadily shorter. Jesus is born when the days are shortest, and from his birth on they grow
steadily longer. John speaks truly when he says of Jesus, "He must increase, but I must
decrease."
by James Keifer
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† The Christmas Pageant Is This Sunday

T

he annual Christmas Pageant will be held during
the 10:30 am service this Sunday, December 14
followed by the Parish Advent Brunch. All children are
welcome and encouraged to participate in the Pageant!
Our one and only rehearsal will be on Saturday, December
13th from 9:30 - 11:30 and attendance is required to play
a main part in the pageant. We are asking for four or five
parent / adult volunteers to assist children with costumes
and to serve as crowd control at both the rehearsal and
the Sunday morning pageant. Please e-mail Nicole
O’Connors at nmoconnors@mail.com if you are able to
help.
We are asking each family attending the pageant brunch
to help us provide the food. If your last name starts with A-G,
please bring your favorite fruits and/or vegetables; H-M, please bring muffins, bagels or
danish of some kind; O-R, please bring juice; and S-Z, please bring your favorite dessert.
We can't wait to celebrate this special time of year with you and your children.

T

he Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury has given
St. Paul’s the 2nd Saturday of every month to
staff the food and clothing pantry.
Our next volunteer date is this Saturday, December
14th from 10 - 11:30 am.
Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are interested
in volunteering for this date or future dates ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731.
We will also be collecting winter clothes and gently
used children’s books and coloring books. Please
look for donation box in Crocker Hall or contact
Laurie DoBosh.
Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing nametags were to
them in assimilating into our congregation. Please continue to be courteous to our
fellow parishioners, to newcomers and other guests by extending a warm welcome to
them and by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as
well.
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† Vestry Meeting
November 12th

Opening: Mary Perry opened the meeting
with prayer, Bonnie Wanzer led the meeting.
Bill Nigro read from a devotional by Charles
Spurgeon on searching the scriptures to
know Christ, John 5:39, opening the bible to
who Christ is and what he is like, John 1:14,
2Tim 3:16, Rom 10:17, Rom 15:4, 1 Peter
1:23. Jack Collins gave his testimony on
looking back and seeing where God was
present in his life now that he knows Jesus.
He believed in God but didn’t practice his
faith, only turning to God in hard times, now
recognizing that God opened doors for him
and brought him through to where he is now
at St. Paul’s. The October minutes were
approved as circulated.
Treasurer’s Report: Expenses exceed
income by $33,157 YTD. Expect to make
this up by year end. The Capital Campaign
is on track. The endowment funds are down
$18,000 YTD which includes a loan of
$57,700 to the Capital Campaign fund.
Committee Reports: Property Committee:
trees have been cut and stumps will be
removed in Memorial Garden. The slate
coming into the church on front walk has
been repaired, thank you to Gary Stein and
Joe Bernardo. A small repair on the new
roof is being addressed.
Rector’s Report: The curtains in the
Guild room look great, thank you Bonnie
Wanzer. The celebration for Crocker Hall
was a great success, thank you to the
committee. Danbury and Fairfield Deanery
will be at St. Paul’s for dinner Nov. 13th.
There will be a memorial service for Robin
Powell’s sister Susan on Saturday,

“C

November 15th. Thanks
to all who helped move a
parishioner into her new
apartment last recently.
Old Business: The Building Committee is
meeting regularly on Phase II, the church
school wing. The building needs more
electrical service before anything can be
done. The women’s retreat will be held at
Camp Washington on June 6th through June
7th, 2015. The Vestry approved a deposit to
the speaker in the amount of $500 and a

deposit to Camp Washington in the amount
of $750 for this retreat. There will be a quilt
raffle to help offset the cost of the retreat.
The Vestry approved Sandy Chaleski’s offer
to compile a book on the parish, past and
present, of about 200 pages which will have
a cost of about $15 each.
New Business: A discussion was held on
changing the cups for coffee hour from
Styrofoam to paper or encouraging people to
bring their own cups which could be kept
here. Stephanie will report back next month
on this issue.
Closing: The meeting was closed by Bill
Nigro after a time of prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry

hristmas is fast approaching. And now that Christ has aroused our seasonal
expectations, he’ll soon fulfill them all!”
- St. Augustine, Sermon 51

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying 1 & 2 Thessalonians, starting
January 13th, at 9:15 am. The new believers in Thessalonica, despite maintaining
their faith in the face of persecution, misunderstood the Second Coming of Christ. In
response, the Apostle Paul wrote to them, giving them instruction about the kinds of lives
they should lead in anticipation of Christ's return. For all Christians,
Paul's teaching provides helpful guidance on what it means to live
the Christian life in the midst of the uncertainty of the world.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays
from 9:15 -11 am. Please register by January 1st, by calling or
emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $20.
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† Dorothy Day Ministry

E

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn
to cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day
Hospitality House in Danbury. Please consider helping out
in this vital ministry. Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for more info.

Coffee Hour Ministry - Please consider signing up
to host a coffee hour. It's easy, rewarding, and a very
important ministry at St. Paul's. Hosting services should only
be required two or three times a year. You will be assigned to
the service of your choice. Please call Mary Allen at 203-7756633 or email at chamla@charter.net for details. Thanks

† Christmas Memorial Flowers

T

here are envelopes on the back table for anyone wishing to remember loved
ones or friends this Christmas season by placing a beautiful poinsettia plant in
the church in their memory. All names will be listed in the Christmas Eve
bulletin. Memorial are due by Sunday, December 14th. If you have any
questions, please contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.

† Greening of the Church

P

lease join us for the "Greening of the Church" on Saturday, December
13, at noon. Everyone is welcome to come enjoy Christmas cookies, egg
nog and fellowship as we listen to Christmas music
and share in this traditional time of
decorating the church. If you have
any questions, please contact Gail
Winkley at 203-775-3343 or
gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
Thank you.

Prepare for
Christmas by
clicking on our
bell tower &
listening to
some Advent
carillon music.
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† Christmas Giving Tree

A

nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who
are financially struggling. The Sunday after Thanksgiving,
there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags attached
listing items requested by the families. If you would like to bring
some extra joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the tree.
The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due back
to church by Sunday, December 14th, with the tag attached (most
important). Please keep the maximum limit of $30 per gift. Thank
you in advance for showering Christmas blessings on the families.

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a
warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen

† St. John the Baptist
1513-16
Leonardo da Vinci

S

t. John the Baptist is looking at the
observer impressively and declaring
his identity by means of gestures and gazes.
The picture is probably one of the three works
which Antonio de Beads saw in Leonardo's
studio in Clos-Lucé in 1517. It is the last
painting to be produced by Leonardo himself,
and was probably already completed in Rome.
(The attribution is without any doubts since
the X-ray investigation carried out in 1952.)
St. John is dressed in pelts, has long curly
hair, and is smiling in an enigmatic manner
which is reminiscent of Leonardo's famous
Mona Lisa. He holds a reed cross in his left
hand while his right hand points up toward
heaven (like St Anne in Leonardo's cartoon
The Virgin and Child with St Anne and St
John the Baptist). It is believed that the cross
and wool skins were added at a later date by
another painter.
The pointing gesture of St. John toward the
heavens suggests the importance of salvation
through baptism that John the Baptist
represents.
17

† This Sunday’s Readings
Jesus the True Light
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
he principle of justice is to guide the nation of Israel, and they are to understand that
it is none other than God who is an advocate for the poor, the oppressed, the
downtrodden, and the brokenhearted. Written in the second half of the sixth century before
Christ, Second Isaiah (as Isaiah 40-66 is known) envisions God’s formation of a faithful
Servant of the Lord, sometimes seen as a repentant Israel and sometimes as a great prophet
yet to arise, as in today’s lesson. The servant will bring Israel to a fulfillment of her original
promise and potential, and to a time of joy and celebration. Christians perceive a foretelling
of Christ’s ministry in these passages.
Psalm 126
A psalm of joy and hope sung to the Lord, who restores the fortunes of the people.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
As he concludes his letter to the church in
John 1:6-8, 19-28 Thessalonica, Paul exhorts the new converts to live joyfully
and prayerfully in readiness for the Lord’s coming.
This Advent season is a time Although they are to test what they hear, the disciples are to
expect to discover the Spirit in prophecy. Trusting in a
for us to wake up and see the faithful God, the followers of Jesus are to seek to avoid all
forms of evil and to become holy in every way.
light. It is time for us to do
John 1:6-8, 19-28
what is our work: to prepare
In the opening passages of his gospel the fourth
evangelist firmly characterizes the mission of John the
the soil of our souls, so that
Baptist: he is the forerunner and witness to the Christ. He
the seed of God’s word can
bears testimony to the one who is the light of all human
life. John is not the Christ or a figure for Elijah or one of
take root in us and put down
the other prophets. He prepares the Lord’s way and
deep and strong roots.
baptizes, while even now the one whom John is unworthy
to serve stands in their midst.

T

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

M

ark This Down. A story of restoration and
redemption in life of our gospel writer St. Mark. To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The
Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
…..St. Stephen’s, Bloomfield; St. George’s, Bolton; Trinity, Branford.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Those who advocate at the local, state, national, or global level for
the poor, the lonely, and the oppressed.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Madagascar; the people of the Republic of Suriname; and our sister and
brother members of the Lutheran Church-International.
…..Christians in Iraq and Syria facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims there (and in other nations) to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of December.
…..Frank Contorno, healing from lung / brain cancer; and peace within his family.
…..Patricia Brought, who is undergoing treatment for cancer.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s Daughter, healing of cancer.
…..United Arab Emirates, where the distribution of non
-Muslim literature is prohibited; that the U.A.E.
nationals will have access top God’s Word.
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final
stages of Parkinson's. Please pray for healing and relief
from pain.
…..Pat Jennings, recuperating from recent surgery.
…..Becky, peace and healing.
…..Joe, who is in boot camp; has 30 days left and has
hurt his knee; if it does not heal in the next 2 weeks he
will have to be discharged & end his dream of being in
the US Coast Guard.
…..Barbara Lanza, undergoing breast cancer treatment
& for her family to get through this stressful time.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Back in November about a dozen
members of St. Paul’s attended the
Jericho Partnership Gala. The
featured speaker was Reid Carpenter
who started a similar ministry in
Pittsburgh. It will be well worth
your time to pull up a seat and listen,
enjoy and be inspired by his Christ led story.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Selfie(s) with the Father(s)
Earth Stewardship

H

elp us cut down on our
coffee hour waste and bring
in your own personal coffee cup.
And like Selma Lindsay, enjoy the
fellowship,
rinse your cup
out for the
next time and
store it in the
cabinets in the
coffee room.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Dot Crocker,
Barbara DeAnzeris, Laurie
DoBosh, Lynne Donnelly, Lois Hunt,
Heather Melody, Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Ken Perry, Mary Perry,
Kirsten Peterson, Debi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Sarah Shepley, Tara Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen,
Bonnie
Wanzer, Don
Winkley &
Gail Winkley.
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† #TBT - Pageant Pictures from not long ago.

