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† Our vision:

A Remnant Witness; a Mission Post for Youth; a Healing Oasis
"Write the vision; make it plain."

(Habakkuk 2:2)

Dear Friends,
ast Sunday evening for our Lessons and Carols service, we had 130+ people packing
the church. With traditional carols hearkening back to English village life, a modern
African piece replete with drums and shakers, nine Scripture passages reverently read, and
sublime hymns permeating our midst, our choir outdid itself under the gifted leadership of
our Organist and Choirmaster. Under the soft glow of candlelight with greenery all around,
thanks to Gail Winkley and our Altar Guild, we were privileged to be transported into the
heart of classic Anglican Christian worship in Advent season. With such a robust turnout,
coupled with a quality offering, we are a remnant witness to our larger church and
community, having set a course for others to follow.
Our youth participated as readers, ushers and choristers. Thank you Sarah Shepley, Mason
Sampson and Venus Okwuka. As our young people serve and lead, we are a mission post
for youth.
Speaking of youth, at the morning service during a full
children's Christmas Pageant, where we saw perhaps the
longest line ever on a Sunday morning of those seeking
prayer after Communion, we offered prayer servant teams for
those in need. We made ourselves available after Lessons
and Carols as well under the guidance of Mary Perry, our
prayer ministry coordinator. It was a suitable conclusion to
our worship, particularly on the two-year remembrance of
Sandy Hook. As hurting souls enter our doors, through the
living water of Jesus, we are a healing oasis.
St. Paul's is a special place. Last Sunday, through all described above, we saw our threefold vision take form in a new way. As we prepare for Christmas, may the energy and new
life we share increase through the power of the Holy Spirit as we are the church at its best.
Faithfully,

L

† Christmas Schedule
Sun, Dec 21 - 6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb
Wed, Dec 24 Christmas Eve
5:00 pm - Christmas Eve Family Service
9:00 pm - Traditional Christmas Eve Service
Thu, Dec 25 Christmas Day
10:30 am - Christmas Day Eucharist

† What’s Your Spiritual Gift?
Click on the following link to assess your God given gifts:
http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift.

Healing
The gift of healing is the special ability that God
gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to
serve as human intermediaries through whom it
pleases God to cure illness and restore health apart
from the use of natural means.
Acts 3:1-10 * Acts 5:12-16 *
Acts 9:32-35 * Acts 28:7-10 * 1 Corinthians 12:9, 28

See pages 6-7 for a full list of our 12 Days of Christmas Events

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Dec 18
Sat, Dec 20

Sun, Dec 21

Mon, Dec 22
Tue, Dec 23
Wed, Dec 24

Thu, Dec 25
Fri, Dec 26
Sat, Dec 27

Sun, Dec 28
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- 7:30 pm - Healing Team Party, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist
6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb
St. Thomas, the Apostle
- 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Parish Hall
Christmas Eve
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing
5:00 pm - Christmas Eve Family Service
9:00 pm - Traditional Christmas Eve Service
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
10:30 am - Christmas Day Eucharist
St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr
6:30 pm - Holy Eucharist & Movie Night, Guild Room
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
9:15 am - Holy Eucharist
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
First Sunday after Christmas
8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist

T

hank you to all the volunteers who worked the
Jericho Food Pantry last Saturday, it was a
crazy morning. The kids really enjoyed our new
mission of reading books to them and letting them
take them home. We had many smiling faces.
Thank you to all the wonderful people who have
made donations of food and clothing. We delivered
three car loads on Saturday.
St. Paul’s has the 2nd Saturday of every month to staff
the food and clothing pantry. So, our next volunteer
dates are Saturday, January 10th and February 14th
from 10 - 11:30 am. February will be a couples
volunteer day since February’s falls on Valentine’s
Day (married couples, dating couples, a couple of
friends). Later in the year we hope to do a youth group volunteer day & family volunteer
day. More info to follow.
We are always collecting winter clothes and gently used children’s books and coloring
books. Look for donation box in Crocker Hall. Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are
interested in volunteering, donating or have questions - ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-6109731.
Wish List Items for Pantry:
Clothing
Little Boys size 5-6 winter clothing
Boys size 3T & 4T winter clothing
Boys Shirts size 14 & 16
Men’s Small Shirts
Food
Bags of Beans
Bags of Rice
Peanut Butter
Other Items
Deodorant
Soap
Trial size toiletries (like hotel size)
Books for Children of all ages
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† Socks & Toiletries for the
Homeless

H

omeless people are on their feet all day,
and the only pair of socks they own are
very likely to be threadbare. This year we
are collecting socks and toiletries for the
men’s homeless shelter throughout the
winter months. Place donations in the bins
in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

“M

y soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” If we

truly believe these words, as Mary witnessed (she did through the best and the worst), how
are our love of God and
response to His commission
to us reflected in our daily
lives and interactions with
others - not just as this
“official” season of giving,
but all year through?
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Rising Light
A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

W

ith Christmas just around the corner, anticipation is on
everybody’s mind. Most people’s thoughts are centered on
days that are a week ahead or more, instead of focusing on the
present. It is so easy to get caught up in anticipating for the future,
but we are encouraged to reflect on our present lives and the tasks at
hand. When we direct our attention on the future, we are not taking
the time to focus on God’s presence in our daily lives. We may find
ourselves confronted
with a harsh reality check when we wander
ahead of ourselves. To avoid this rude
awakening we would do well to bring our
focus back to God, and turn our eyes on his
daily presence and the actions that he
wants us to carry out today.
Hebrews 12:12
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
set before him endured the cross, scorning
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God.
Psalm 118:24
This is the day that the LORD has
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Matthew 6:34
Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its
own.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions
at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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T

he Twelve Days of Christmas is probably the most misunderstood part of the
church year among Christians who are not part of liturgical church traditions. Contrary to
much popular belief, these are not the twelve days before Christmas, but in most of the
Western Church are the twelve days from Christmas until the beginning of Epiphany
(January 6th; the 12 days count from December 25th until January 5th).
We are celebrating the Christmas season with plenty of opportunities to Worship, Celebrate, Fellowship, Outreach, Reflect and Discover.
Fri, Dec 26 - St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr
devotional time.
Join us at 6:30 pm for Holy
Eucharist, an explanation of role of Sun, Dec 28 - First Sunday after
Christmas
deacons & a Movie Night, featuring
Worship
with
us
at
8
Traditional
“Stephen’s Test of Faith” and the
Eucharist or 10:30 am - Contemporary
Narnia Chronicles.
Eucharist. In between try out our Rector’s
Forum at 9:30 or head over to the
Sat, Dec 27 - St. John, Apostle &
Bridgewater Village Store for extended
Evangelist
fellowship.
Start with our 7:30 am
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast in Crocker
Hall; followed by
Holy Eucharist at
9:15; then at 10
discover Praise
Moves...relax as the
year winds down with
gentle stretching,
soothing music,
encouraging scripture and a lavender filled
(Continued on page 7)
6

12 Days of Christmas
(Continued from page 6)

Mon, Dec 29 - The Holy Innocents

Fri, Jan 2 - Ugly Sweater Night
Join us at 6:30 in your “not so finest”
sweater for a Potluck Dinner / Game
& Movie Night Extravaganza.
Venus O is the judge for this contest!
Fun for the whole family.

Sat, Jan 3 - We’ve got a plan for you
Start with breakfast with our men in
Join us at the home of Selma & Dave
Crocker Hall or with the gang at the
Lindsay in Roxbury for a House Blessing
Bridgewater Village Store. Then it’s time
that includes Holy Eucharist, dessert and
to get serious about your goals for
fellowship.
2015 at 10 in Crocker Hall. The St.
Tue, Dec 30 - It will be Free Coffee Tuesday Paul’s Health and Fitness Ministry
as we hand out free coffee to
is introducing the Daniel Plan. Start
surprised morning
the year with invigorating stretching
commuters driving by
and a free buffet sampling of Daniel
St. Paul’s. Assist us in
Plan-friendly foods. What’s the
this outreach by holding
Daniel Plan? A bible based lifestyle
a sign, passing out
program to help your overall
coffee, donating some
wellness at every level - Body,
baked goods, inviting folks in, passing out
Spirit, Soul! Learn about this six
info or praying for someone.
week program where you will
gather with friends to study the five
Wed, Dec 31 - New Year’s Eve Party
essentials of the Daniel Plan: Faith,
At 10 am join our regular Wednesday
Food, Fitness, Focus and Friends
morning Eucharist & healing service.
and Living the Lifestyle. At 11 am head
Celebrate the New Year in style in our
upstairs for our House of Prayer which will
Guild Room at 9 pm. We’ll party ‘til 11:30 have a special focus on the New Year.
then celebrate the 1st Eucharist of 2015.
Bring your favorite dip or appetizer.
Sun, Jan 4 - Second Sunday after
Christmas
Sunday is for worship: Traditional
Eucharist at 8 or Contemporary
Eucharist at 10:30. Plus our Rector’s
Forum at 9:30 or and plenty of fellowship.
Mon, Jan 5 - Stephen Ministry Night
Meet the Stephen Ministry team as they
explain just what the
Thu, Jan 1 - Feast of the Holy Name
Ministry does, how it can
Start the New Year with
support you during any
Holy Eucharist at 10 am.
kind of challenging time in
Following the service we’ll
head across the street for a brief, your life, or see if you’d
like to learn more about
family friendly hike in
how to join the Ministry.
Williams Park.

R

emember, Christmas is about giving, so for the 12 Days of Christmas, support
the Jericho Partnership by bringing in food for their pantry, books for
children, socks and toiletries for the homeless. They’ll be blessed and so will you.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
December 21st

St. Thomas, the Apostle

T

he Gospel according to John records several incidents in which Thomas appears,
and from them we are able to gain some impression of the sort of man he was.
When Jesus insisted on going to Judea, to visit his friends at Bethany, Thomas boldly
declared, “Let us also go, that we may die with him” (John 11:16). At the Last Supper, he
interrupted our Lord’s discourse with the question, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going; how can we know the way?” (John 14:5). And after Christ’s resurrection, Thomas
would not accept the account of the other apostles and the women, until Jesus appeared
before him, showing him his wounds. This drew
from him the first explicit acknowledgment of
Christ’s Godhead, “My Lord and my God!” (John
20:28).
Thomas appears to have been a thoughtful if
rather literal-minded man, inclined to skepticism;
but he was a staunch friend when his loyalty was
once given. The expression “Doubting Thomas,”
which has become established in English usage, is
not entirely fair to Thomas. He did not refuse
belief: he wanted to believe, but did not dare,
without further evidence. Because of his goodwill,
Jesus gave him a sign, though Jesus had refused a
sign to the Pharisees. His Lord’s rebuke was well
deserved: “Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet believe” (John 20:29). The sign did not create faith; it merely released the faith
which was in Thomas already.
According to an early tradition mentioned by Eusebius and others, Thomas evangelized
the Parthians. Syrian Christians of Malabar, India, who call themselves the Mar Thoma
Church, cherish a tradition that Thomas brought the Gospel to India. Several apocryphal
writings have been attributed to him, the most prominent and interesting being the “Gospel
of Thomas.”
Thomas’ honest questioning and doubt, and Jesus’ assuring response to him, have given
many modern Christians courage to persist in faith, even when they are still doubting and
questioning.

R

† Happy Birthday to You!

ose Barrett celebrates Tomorrow! Saturday is the big day for
Gregory Schofield. Herminio Silva will be blowing out
candles on Sunday. Braydon Williams will be another year older
and wiser on Monday. Karissa Sampson will be opening presents
on Tuesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

Charles Wesley (December 17, 1707)
He Wrote His Last Hymn the Day He Died
harles Wesley was born in Epworth, England. The 18th
child of an Anglican pastor, Charles followed his older
brother John to Oxford in 1726. The Wesleys and their friends
formed "The Holy Club." The group was derisively dubbed
"Methodists" for their methodical forms of personal piety. Charles
underwent a spiritual conversion May 20, 1738, three days before
John's heart "was strangely warmed" at Aldersgate. Charles
composed more than 6,500 hymns, such as "Christ the Lord is Risen
Today," "And Can It Be" and "Hark, the Herald Angels Sing." On
the last day of his earthly life, March 29, 1788, he wrote his last hymn, "In Age and
Feebleness extreme."

C
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C

ovenant Envelopes for 2015 are in the back of the church. Please
take yours and those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps
us save on mailing costs. Please do not use the 2015 blue envelopes until
the new year, and do not use the 2014 green envelopes after December 28,
2014; otherwise it will be credited to your 2015 account. If you do not wish
to use the covenant envelopes, as long as your gift can be identified, an account is established in your name and you will receive quarterly statements.
If you have any questions, please contact Beth Miller, Financial Secretary,
at 203 775-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com. Thank you.

The Footstep

s of Paul &

Save the da
tes. Plans a
re
being finalize
d for another
spectacular
Biblical pilg
rimage
& cruise on
October 16-3
1, 20 15.
Fr. Joe plan
s on joining
u
s.
Istanbul, an
cient Troy,
E
phesus,
Patmos, Sa
ntorini, Ath
ens,
Thessalonic
a, Philippi…
..
More info so
on.

Day 5: Ancient Troy, Pergamum & Izmir - We pass by the area known as Troas,
where Paul had a vision during his second missionary journey and was called to
Macedonia (Acts 16:8-13). Paul later spent a week in Troas preaching here and Eutychus was
resurrected (Acts 20:6-12). Ancient Troy is well known for its 3rd and 4th Century BC
excavations. Don't forget to have your picture taken from the top of the Trojan Horse. Our
next visit of the day is Pergamum. Once a busy trading center and famous as a "seller of
purple," the most favored of the Seven Churches, the church of Pergamum was praised for its
forbearance (Rev. 2:12-17). It was here that the first Christians were executed by Rome. We'll
visit the fabled Acropolis, pass through the Royal Gates, view the foundations of the Temple of
Zeus and visit the ruins of the library, which once held 200,000 volumes. We continue south to
Izmir the third largest city in Turkey and a long time center for Jews and Christians. In Paul's
day, Izmir was known as Smyrna and was another of the Seven Churches (Rev. 2:8-11). Here
we'll see Polycarp's Church and the ancient agora. Our lodging this evening will be in Izmir .
9
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!” – Luke 1:28

F

aith is a gift from God. During this Christmas
season take time in silence and pray to God. Thank
Him for all the gifts He has given you. Try to set aside
any anger or resentment you have and really open your
heart to receive the gift of God’s grace.

Sat, Dec 20, 4 pm - 1st Congregational
Church, Watertown, CT
Sun, Dec 21, 4 pm - 1st Congregational
Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing nametags were to
them in assimilating into our congregation. Please continue to be courteous to our
fellow parishioners, to newcomers and other guests by extending a warm welcome to
them and by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as
well.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

T

Blest Be the King Whose Coming
Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love tune: St. Bees
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

his hymn was written by James Montgomery (1771-1854),
who was born in Scotland of Irish parents. His father, John
Montgomery, was a Moravian pastor - apparently the only Moravian
pastor serving in Scotland at the time.
When James was only five years old, his parents departed for the
West Indies to serve as missionaries, leaving James with a Moravian
group in County Antrim, Ireland. His parents died in the West Indies a
few years later, so James never saw them again. One wonders how
well he remembered his parents - and whether he resented them for
abandoning him at such an early age. James had the soul of a poet,
and poetry and he bounced from pillar to post during his late teens.
In 1792 he began working for Joseph Gales, who published the
Sheffield Register, a local newspaper. Gales supported a number of
radical causes, and in 1794 was forced to flee to Germany to avoid
prosecution. Montgomery, although still in his early 20s, was able to
gain control of the newspaper, and changed its name to Sheffield Iris.
Under his leadership, the paper continued its radical bent for more than
three decades - advocating such seditious causes as abolition. He was twice imprisoned for
his editorials, but his imprisonments only added to his popularity.
As a young man, Montgomery drifted from the faith, but as he matured he returned to
the Moravian church and became an advocate for Christian
Want to listen in to what we’ll
missions.
"Hail to the Lord's Anointed" is based on Psalm 72 - the King
be singing on Sunday at 10:30?
James Version, of course. The KJV ascribes authorship of Psalm
Or do you want to listen to a
72 to David, so that is where Montgomery got "Great David's
song from last week once more?
greater Son!" in verse 1 of this song.
This song celebrates Christ's work in behalf of those who are
weak and vulnerable. It also celebrates the promise that Christ will
You can listen on Spotify by clicking
come again in glory. Montgomery wrote it originally as a
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service
Christmas hymn, and introduced it at a large Mennonite
convocation on Christmas Day, 1821. Montgomery wrote nearly
This week’s worship music includes:
400 hymns during his lifetime.
You Are the
Copyright, 2014, Richard Niell Donovan One, We Give
id you know that …..Hymn 74 You Thanks,
“Blest be the King whose
Thank You
coming” is one of three Hispanic
God for
entries in our hymnal? Uruguayan Saving Me,
writer Federico J. Pagura
Oh Our Lord,
composed the text that was
Joy to the
translated by F. Pratt Green.
World

D

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The
non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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† Scholarly Speaking
A Question
One our parishioners who recently moved away, started going to a church where they refer to
the Holy Spirit in the Nicene Creed as "She." It was asterisked with an explanation to the effect
that the Holy Spirit is the spirit of wisdom which is named Sophia (???).

I

n an era when the political correctness of our current gender rivalries seems to call us
either to the Scylla of extreme gender neutrality* or to the Charybdis of equally
extreme gender specificity,† this question raises issues that would have been simply foreign
to the original writers, and even to the more recent translators of the Nicene Creed. It has,
however, become relevant in our age so let us take a look at the issues.
Historically gender is a grammatical concept, and while often reflective of natural sexual
divisions it is essentially independent of them. Unlike the Biblical languages, and many
modern ones, English has very few word forms that indicate a specific gender, and so looks
much more to the natural as a guide (though a ship still carries the feminine gender as in
Latin). Turning to Wisdom, we find that Latin, Greek, and Hebrew use feminine words
(Sapientia, Sophia, and Chokmah respectively), but in Scripture wisdom is consistently
presented as an abstraction - a characteristic of God and one obtainable by people as well.
There are some 358 Biblical references to wisdom
but only about eight of these are in personalized form
(different translations/interpretations might suggest slight
changes in these numbers) and even here the essentially
abstract nature of wisdom is usually apparent. It is in the
Hellenic world that we find wisdom (Sophia)
personalized. The grammatical gender now becomes a
natural gender as well, for the feminine word now
becomes the name of a woman, sometimes seen as a
goddess. This in turn influenced post-Biblical
Christianity to merge these ideas with the occasional
Biblical suggestion of personalized wisdom and its
identification as a characteristic of God, resulting in a
view of Holy Wisdom as a theological expression of
God’s Wisdom. In orthodox Christian thought, both
Eastern and Western, this association was with the (both
grammatically and naturally) masculine Christ. In this
Advent season the hymn verse, “O come, thou Wisdom
from on high,” reminds us of this point, The association
with the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit,
developed in some fringe churches but has little place in
Personification of wisdom (in
conventional Christian thought, though it is found among
Greek, "Σοφία" or "Sophia") at
feminist groups in some of our churches. This type of
the Celsus Library in Ephesus,
feminism, however, seems to be more common among
Turkey.
Gnostics, neo-Pagans, and Wiccans; many of whom
simply regard Sophia as a goddess of Wisdom.‡
The Question, however, suggests that the Holy Spirit can be identified with the Spirit of
Wisdom. If this is different from an identification with Wisdom; then it too is difficult to
sustain. Isaiah 11:1-2 lists the spirit of Wisdom as one of the gifts to be given to the ‘shoot
of the stock of Jesse’ - generally identified with the Messiah or Christ. The same list
(somewhat paraphrased) appears in the anointing prayer in our Baptismal service (BCP, p.
308), and here too it can be seen that
o you have a question you
these are gifts given by God, rather
would like answered by our spirits to be identified with God or any
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
person of the Godhead.
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
There is another possible basis for
viewing the Holy Spirit as feminine.
historical or other inquiries to:
In the Hebrew Bible the Spirit is
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
(grammatically) feminine. This is not

D

(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

A Question

true for either the Greek (where Spirit is neuter) or the Latin (where it is
masculine). Thus I would say that I find this fact unconvincing as a reason
to alter the text of the Creed, but probably sufficient to raise it from being
heretical to merely questionable. Instead this appears to me to be the
perfect occasion for going back to the ‘who’ of the older versions and
restoring some true gender neutrality here. I would suggest that the
theological place to present the feminine principle is in the Church itself,
the bride of Christ.♦

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

†
‡
♦

Those who attended our last Diocesan Convention will recall that we spent nearly an hour
debating a resolution which would require gender-neutral titles for clergy, only to put it off
to next year’s convention..
As illustrated by the change which led to the question, and the previous change in the new
version of the Creed from ‘who’ to ‘he’. (BCP 326-328)
Wikipedia, s.v. Sophia
Wikipedia, s.v. Bride of Christ

† Christmas Message from the Presiding Bishop

T

he altar hanging at an English Advent service was made of midnight blue, with
these words across its top: “We thank you that darkness reminds us of light.”
Facing all who gathered there to give thanks were images of night creatures - a
large moth, an owl, a badger, and a bat - cryptic and somewhat mysterious
creatures that can only be encountered in the darkness.
As light ebbs from the days and the skies of fall, many in the Northern
Hemisphere associate dark with the spooks and skeletons of secular
Hallowe’en celebrations. That English church has reclaimed the connection
between creator, creation, and the potential holiness of all that is. It is a fitting
reorientation toward the coming of One who has altered those relationships
toward new possibilities for healing and redemption.
Advent leads us into darkness and decreasing light. Our bodies slow
imperceptibly with shorter days and longer nights, and the merriness and
frantic activity around us are often merely signs of eager hunger for light and
healing and wholeness.
The Incarnation, the coming of God among us in human flesh, happened in
such a quiet and out of the way place that few noticed at first. Yet the impact
on human existence has been like a bolt of lightning that continues to grow and
generate new life and fire in all who share that hunger.
Jesus is among us like a flitting moth - will we notice his presence in the
street-sleeper? He pierces the dark like a silent, streaking owl seeking food for hungry and
defenseless nestlings. He will overturn this world’s unjust foundations like badgers
undermining a crooked wall. Like the bat’s sonar, his call comes to each one uniquely have we heard his urgent “come and follow”?
God is among us, and within us, and around us, encountering, nudging, loving,
transforming the world and its creatures toward the glorious dream the shepherds
announced so many years ago, toward the beloved community of prophetic dreams, and the
nightwatch that proclaims “all is well, fear not, the Lord is here.”
May Christ be born anew in you this Christmastide. May his light burn in you, and may
you labor to spread it in the darkness. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great
light, and it is the harbinger of peace for all creation.
The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori
Presiding Bishop and Primate, The Episcopal Church
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St. Paul’s Health and Fitness Ministry
The Daniel Plan
Six week Group Study
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
rd
January 27, Feb 3 , Feb 10th, Feb 17th, Feb 24th, March 3rd
The Daniel Plan is a practical lifestyle program designed to
improve your health at every level. You’ll be taking this journey
one step at a time, with the support of others in the group, but
you will quickly discover that small changes equal big results.
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with
them.” (Matthew 18:20)
Over the next six weeks, you’ll gather with friends to study the
Five Essentials of The Daniel Plan: Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus,
and Friends. We’ll conclude with a session on Living the
Lifestyle, which offers practical help on sustaining the healthy
changes you’ve made.
Session 1
Faith: Nurturing Your Soul
Session 2
Food: Enjoying God’s Abundance
Session 3
Fitness: Strengthening Your Body
Session 4
Focus: Renewing Your Mind
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Session 5
Friends: Encouraging Each Other
Session 6
Living the Lifestyle
Come Join us!
Sign up with Mary Perry or Ken Perry
(Maryperry2@me.com) to order your
Daniel Plan Study Guide for $9.00
(scholarships available).

† Where Is Your Trust?
By Steve Hemming

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding. In all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”
Proverbs 3:5-6

M

ost likely, you’ve read this passage numerous times, and may even know it by
heart. But, how often when faced with a trial have you really trusted God and not
depended on your own perspective of the situation?
Recently, I received a voice message from a nearby university,
asking about a direct report of mine, David, who interviewed for a
managerial position at the school. David is by far the best coworker
I’ve ever had the honor of working with, and over the years I have
grown to become highly dependent upon him and his superior
abilities, here at the institution I work at.
Because David had expressed his desire to take on managerial
responsibilities and earn more to support his young family, he has
been aggressively looking for employment opportunities both
internally and externally these past few months. As a result, I’ve
become concerned about what will happen to my group and to me,
when he eventually leaves. I confess to you that at times, I’ve
allowed fear to creep in to the extent where I’ve even irrationally
thought that we wouldn’t be able to survive without David.
So, when I listened to the message from the other college,
looking to check David’s references, I got a little scared. Despite
how I felt, I immediately brought the matter to the Lord and poured
out my heart to Him. After I prayed, as I paused silently before
Him for a while, the words, “lean not on your own understanding”
came clearly into my mind. I believe the Lord was showing me that
I was looking at David’s leaving from my viewpoint, rather than
His. God was right, and He led me to the passage in Isaiah 55:8-9,
where He clearly tells us, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and
My thoughts than your thoughts.”
As I meditated on trusting the Lord with the likelihood that
David would be leaving soon, rather than leaning on my own understanding of the situation,
I felt His peace. He brought to mind a similar circumstance that took place back in 2000,
when my coworker Michael, at another job, left for a position at ESPN. Similar to how I
felt with David’s impending departure, I was worried at the time about how I would manage
without Michael. God brought to remembrance that with His help, I was successfully able
to handle all my work responsibilities, even when my workload increased as a result of
Michael’s departure. The reminder of this victory God brought forth back then, encouraged
me greatly. It gave me the faith that since the Lord provided for me when Michael left, He
will surely be there for me when David leaves. The remembrance served to make me all the
more mindful, that truly God is our Jehovah-Jireh, which means the Lord will provide! (See
Genesis 22:13-14)
Knowing with confidence that God will provide for all my needs according to His riches
in glory by Christ Jesus, as Paul wrote in Philippians 4:19, I was free to give David a
glowing recommendation this morning for the position he applied for at another university,
when I spoke at length with a gentleman who may become his future boss. An in all
sincerity, I pray David gets the job. From what God showed me in this situation, going
forward, I am choosing to fully trust in the Lord, rather than lean on my own understanding.
Are you choosing to trust in the Lord with all your heart? Or, do you still tend to lean on
your own understanding? As we trust God, and acknowledge Him in everything, most
assuredly, He will direct all our paths.
“Trust in Him at all times, you people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge
for us. Selah.” Psalm 62:8
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† Dorothy Day Ministry

E

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s
turn to cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day
Hospitality House in Danbury. Please consider helping out
in this vital ministry. Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for more info.

† #TBT Pageant
Throwback!
Wow! This picture
was posted on our
Facebook recently. Looks
like Nicole “Mary”
O’Connors and Matthew
“Joseph” Barackman.

Selfie with the Father

Wow!
this
Who’s
guy?
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Prepare for
Christmas by
clicking on our
bell tower &
listening to
some Advent
carillon music.

† Spinach-Mushroom Baked Eggs
Directions:
Heat the olive oil in a large skillet over medium-high heat. Add
the onion and cook, stirring
occasionally, until golden,
Ingredients:
about 8 minutes. Add the
2 tablespoons extra-virgin
mushrooms and cook,
olive oil, plus more for
undisturbed, until they begin
brushing
to brown, about 2 minutes.
1 small onion, chopped
Add 1/2 teaspoon salt, and
1/2 pound white mushrooms,
pepper to taste; continue
sliced
Kosher salt and freshly ground cooking, stirring
occasionally, until soft, about
pepper
4 more minutes. Stir in the
6 cups baby spinach (about 6
spinach and cook until
ounces)
wilted, about 2 minutes.
6 slices potato bread, lightly
Remove from the heat and let cool.
toasted
Brush a 9-by-13-inch baking dish with olive oil.
6 large eggs
Arrange the bread in the dish in a single layer with the
1/2 cup whole milk
edges slightly overlapping, then spoon the mushroom3/4 cup shredded gruyere
spinach mixture on top. If making ahead, cover and
cheese
refrigerate overnight.
When ready to bake, preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Crack an egg onto each piece of
bread; season with salt and pepper. Pour the milk evenly over the top and sprinkle with
the cheese. Bake until the egg whites are set, 25 to 30 minutes.
A nice dish for Christmas morning!
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

† Annunciation to Mary
1520
David, Gérard, ca. 1460-1523

Gerard David (c. 1460 - 13 August 1523)
was an Early Netherlandish painter and
manuscript illuminator known for his
brilliant use of color. Only a bare outline of
his life survives, although some facts are
known. He may have been the "Meester
gheraet van brugghe" who became a master
of the Antwerp guild in 1515. He was very
successful in his lifetime and probably ran
two workshops, in Antwerp and Bruges. His
reputation diminished in the 17th century
until he was rediscovered in the 19th
century.
David's surviving work mainly consists of
religious scenes. They are characterized by
an atmospheric, timeless, and almost dream
like serenity, achieved through soft, warm
and subtle colorization, and masterful
handling of light and shadow.
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† What’s in Your Wallet?

W

hen I was a lad of ten years at a large family gathering on Christmas Day, I
received from my grandparents a cowhide wallet, which was quickly judged in
my youthful estimation to be a gift in the same category as underwear,
soap-on-a-rope, or any other dreadful “non-toy.” My low opinion of the
gift was soon elevated, however, when my father called me over, told
me that my wallet was of no use if empty, and then proceeded to stuff a
few dollar bills into it. Almost immediately the other male relatives in
attendance nodded in agreement, tilted their rear ends leftward on
Grandmother’s mammoth couch, and began digging out their own backpocket billfolds in order to place additional funds into my leathery vault.
Making my way down the couch, I marveled at how quickly my earlier
disdain turned to joy as I watched newfound wealth appear before my widened eyes.
I recount this fond memory and the power of that simple wallet because I find a curious
correlation to the Christian experience. Like the wallet, our faith in Christ Jesus is
bestowed to us by the grace of Heaven. Once unwrapped, unfolded and opened, our faith
beckons to be filled and soon receives the varied deposits of spiritual tender that is freely
given in sweet transaction with our Triune God.
One after another, the divine appropriations from
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are placed in faith’s
receptacle as we hold it forth: Repentance,
Forgiveness, Redemption, Adoption, The
Righteousness of Christ, Communion with God and
His Church, Love, Peace, Joy, Assurance of
Salvation, Eternal Life! On and on it goes abundance beyond our wildest dreams!
But inevitably the metaphor collapses. Or does
it?
How do you use your faith? Have you merely
slipped it in a back pocket, or placed it absentmindedly on your dresser until you have need of it? Or do you hold it in a breast pocket
close to your heart, ever ready to receive the further blessings of God or to exchange your
heavenly currency into a robust servanthood, a fervent prayer life, or a passionate gospel
witness to some poor soul who is also in desperate need of Christ’s riches?
No, I suppose faith is a lot more than just a wallet. But when I was ten years old, I saw
the delight in my father’s eyes as he helped his silly little boy discover that his Christmas
present was a powerful instrument in which to obtain the greater gift. I can only imagine,
then, how much more our Heavenly Father finds delight when he sees one of His children,
through the instrument of faith, grab hold of Jesus Christ with the excitement of 10,000
Christmas mornings.
So hold forth your wallet, dear believer, and let the pleasures of God be deposited
therein to fund the bold activities of the Christian adventure. It is the only wealth known to
man that does not exalt us, but instead humbles us and gives all the honor, praise, and glory
to God.
sacredsandwich.com

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday,
December 28th in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for
2014. Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first or
subsequent Sundays in 2015 will not qualify for a charitable contribution for
2014, even if the check is predated to 2014 or actually written in 2014.
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Looking for memories!
We are in the process of compiling a book on St. Paul’s parish, past and present – an historical overview in celebration of our 230th anniversary.
If you have anything to share, we are particularly looking for:
Wedding photos at St. Paul’s altar
Baptism photos at St. Paul’s font
Old news articles about St. Paul’s Church
Friendship Fair photos
Photos from any of our ministries and groups
(past and present)
Family group photos (perhaps an update from
those in our directory)
Comments: What St. Paul’s has meant to
me…
Please send to Sandy Chaleski at srchaleski@comcast.net
Or phone Sandy at 203-730-2336 with any questions or comments.

Women’s Evening Ministry
Children of the Day by Beth Moore

Remaining sessions are:
Jan 6 & 20, 2015
Meeting time 7:00 - 8:45 pm in the Guild Room
An in-depth Bible study of 1 and 2 Thessalonians by
Beth Moore
Is family life a challenge? Is work driving you
crazy? Do you know God has a purpose for your life,
but can't figure out what it is? Know that your
circumstances are not coincidental. And God's timing is
impeccable. Join Beth Moore on the Thessalonian
shores as she walks you through the truth of each verse
of 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, you'll face
crises, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and
fears. Find encouragement for living the Christian life
now and hope for when Christ returns.

† Save the Date

St. Paul's Women's
Retreat with all
new Women of the
Bible with Anita
Gutschick and
Joanne Hagemeyer
is coming June 5-6,
2015
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Jesus the True Light
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
n our Hebrew scriptures the enemies of David have been subdued and David turns his
thoughts to building a temple to the Lord. Through the prophet Nathan, God declares
to David that the construction of an earthly temple is not among the purposes for which God
has anointed David. God has chosen David from among the lowly, a mere
shepherd boy, and given him victory over his enemies. Now God will
Luke 1:26-38
make of David a great house, securing the hopes of the people Israel.
David’s throne shall be established forever, the prophet Nathan declares.
As the story of Jesus' life is
Canticle 15
The Song of Mary Magnificat - Mary offers a song of praise to God
bookended with a special
who has looked with favor on her and who has lifted upthe lowly and
embedding of the spiritual and
brought down the powerful
Romans 16: 25-27
the material (spiritual conception
In words that close his long letter to the community in Rome, Paul
at birth; spiritual body at
reminds the new Christians of the mystery now disclosed to all nations,
bringing them to faith and obedience. Although the secret had long been
resurrection), so too, just within
kept in silence, the promise of the eternal God has been revealed and is
each bookend, as the first and
made known through the prophetic scriptures. Glory to God who enables
disciples to stand firm in the good news of Jesus!
last books on the shelf, are
Luke 1: 26-38
stories of total shame, violation
Our gospel relates the story of the visit to Mary by an angel: Gabriel
tells her that she is to bear Jesus, who will be called the Son of God. This
and degradation (pregnancy
happens during the sixth month of the pregnancy of Elizabeth, a
outside of wedlock; naked
kinswoman of Mary, who will soon give birth to John the Baptist. Mary is
assured of God’s favor and that this is the work of the Holy Spirit in
execution on a cross).
fulfillment of the prophecy to David of an eternal kingdom. The narrative
points to the transcendent origin of this child born into history.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

W

e are able to prepare the way of the Lord.. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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Coffee Hour Ministry - Please consider signing up
to host a coffee hour. It's easy, rewarding, and a very
important ministry at St. Paul's. Hosting services should only
be required two or three times a year. You will be assigned to
the service of your choice. Please call Mary Allen at 203-7756633 or email at chamla@charter.net for details. Thanks

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a
warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying 1 & 2 Thessalonians, starting
January 13th, at 9:15 am. The new believers in Thessalonica, despite maintaining
their faith in the face of persecution, misunderstood the Second Coming of Christ. In
response, the Apostle Paul wrote to them, giving them instruction about the kinds of lives
they should lead in anticipation of Christ's return. For all Christians,
Paul's teaching provides helpful guidance on what it means to live
the Christian life in the midst of the uncertainty of the world.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays
from 9:15 -11 am. Please register by January 1st, by calling or
emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $20.

Did you miss the Pageant or Lessons
& Carols last weekend? Click on the
videos to watch them now.

21

I

† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
…..Calvary St. George’s, Bridgeport; St. Luke/St. Paul, Bridgeport; St.
John’s, Bridgeport.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Ministries to the homeless, for parishes that offer a temporary or
permanent shelter; for Chapel on the Green, New Haven and Church by
the Pond, Hartford; and for the ministry of the Midnight Runs.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla,
Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, & Lee Rybos,
continued healing.
…..the people of Mauritania ; the people of the United Republic of Tanzania; and our sister
and brother members of the Church of Denmark.
…..All those who are alone this time of year, all families who have very little for children,
and all who do not know Jesus in their hearts, pray for all to have Jesus in their hearts and to
also receive what they need.
…..Christians in Iraq and Syria facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims there (and in other nations) to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is
the recipient of our food basket collections for the
month of December.
…..Frank Contorno, healing from lung / brain cancer;
and peace within his family.
…..Patricia Brought, who is undergoing treatment for
cancer.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s Daughter, healing
of cancer.
…..Uzbekistan, that officials confiscating Bibles and
literature will read them and come to faith in Christ.
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final
stages of Parkinson's. Please pray for healing and relief
from pain.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That
Make You
Think
Back Issues of
Sword Points
Normally we
offer serious
videos in this
space. Normally!
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Selfie(s) with the Father(s)
Earth Stewardship

W

ho’s cup do you think this
is? Are you still using the
Styrofoam
cups. Help
us cut down
on our
coffee hour
waste and
bring in your
own
personal
coffee cup.
After coffee hour, rinse your cup
out for the next time and store it
in the cabinets
in the coffee
room. Now
there’s an easy
New Year’s
resolution for
you for 2015.

A

t the Dorothy Day Hospitality House, we run across
all types of characters, but none as strange as this
scary looking Santa and elf who dropped by earlier this month
to assist Chuck Allen.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett,
Laurie DoBosh, Lynne
Donnelly, Steve Hemming, Heather
Melody, Dori McManus, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Heather Onarato, ,Ken
Perry, Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson,
Debi Pomeroy, Joe Shepley, Sarah
Shepley,
Tara
Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen &
Gail
Winkley.
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