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Dear Friends of the Light,

T

he season of Epiphany involves the revealing of
God's light to us in Jesus. As a wave, light
moves at 186,000 miles per second (and 671 million
miles per hour). The spiritual swiftness of the
Author of divine light is simply beyond our
imagining, yet experienced daily as we live in Christ.
Such is the mystery of faith, as God's light comes
into our lives both beyond, and within, space and
time.
As we walk together into our 230th year as a parish
church, the light of the Lord continues to lead us into
all truth through the Holy Spirit. Just as the Magi
were led to the Savior of the world long ago, we too
are being led to Jesus as God's elect, drawn by the
Father of lights in whom there is no variation of
shadow (James 1:17). Radiant living is our common
calling.
Great things await us as we embark upon 2015. May
expectancy rise up within us as we look to yet
another chapter in our lives together, all to God's
glory, and all in God's love.
Faithfully and joyfully
your Rector,,

St. Paul’s Church
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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Rising Light
A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

W

henever we judge someone we should first examine
ourselves. So many times have I pointed out a flaw on a
person, and then turned around and realized that I too, possess the
same defect. Throughout my life I have been told that the thing that
we dislike about someone is the very thing we dislike about
ourselves. Therefore, subconsciously we end up
condemning ourselves while we knowingly accuse
others. God calls us not to judge others,
so let us strive to be more accepting this New Year, because
ultimately it means we will not only cease to judge others, but
in doing so we will cease to judge ourselves.
Matthew 7:5
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and
then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's
eye.
Matthew 7:1-2
Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment
you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you
use it will be measured to you .

“G

rant that we may share the divine life of him
who humbled himself to share our humility…”
How is the divine life reflected in us as we go about our
daily lives? Do we strive to have others see the face and
hands of Jesus in us? Perhaps it’s not too late to make
such a resolution for the coming year.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions
at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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“T

he Lord bless you and keep you; the
Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious unto you; the Lord lift up his
countenance upon you and give you peace.”
And gracious to us He has been and continues
to be! What kinds of stewards are we? How
do our lives reflect his face shining upon us?
† This Week at St. Paul’s
Wed, Dec 31

-

Thu, Jan 1

-

Fri, Jan 2
Sat, Jan 3

Sun, Jan 4

Mon, Jan 5
Tue, Jan 6

Wed, Jan 7
Thu, Jan 8

Sat, Jan 10

Sun, Jan 11
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New Year’s Eve
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing
9:00 pm - New Year’s Eve Party, Guild Room
11:30 pm - 1st Eucharist of the New Year

10:30 am
11:30 am
- 7:00 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
- 10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
- 10:00 am
- 1:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
2:30 pm
4:00 pm

-

Holy Eucharist & Healing
Parish Hike, Williams Park
Ugly Sweater Night
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
The Daniel Plan Intro, Crocker Hall
New Year’s House of Prayer, Sanctuary

-

Traditional Eucharist
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Youth Group
Christian Caring, Tuck Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room

-

Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Eucharist Rite I & Healing
Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Property Committee, Upper Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry Ministry, Danbury
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

-

Traditional Eucharist
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Youth Group Juniors
Youth Group

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

We Three Kings of Orient Are
The Light of Christ
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
As With Gladness Men of Old

We Three Kings

A

lthough there is no scriptural basis for stating dogmatically that there were three
wise men, the fact that three distinct gifts are mentioned has given rise to this
traditional idea. Master artists throughout the centuries have depicted three wise men on
camels as one of their favorite nativity themes.
The number of wise men is not important, but the fact that they persisted in following
the light that was given them until they found the object of their
search, that they responded in worship, and that they returned
home to share their experience with others all has much to tell us.
Also, the gifts presented to the Christ child were both significant
and appropriate: gold, symbolic of His kingly reign; frankincense,
symbolic of His priestly ministry; myrrh, symbolic of our
redemption through His death. How important it is that our gifts
of love and Devotion be offered to Christ after we have first found
Him and then have bowed in true adoration before Him.
The author and composer of this well-known Christmas hymn
was an Episcopal minister from Pennsylvania. John H. Hopkins,
Jr. has been credited with contributing much to the development of
music in his denomination during the nineteenth century, writing a
number of fine hymns and hymn tunes. He wrote words and
music to his most famous hymn, "We Three Kings", as part of a
Christmas pageant for his nieces and nephews. It is suggested to
have been written in 1857 but did not appear in print until his
Carols, Hymns and Songs in 1863. His nephew, John Henry
Hopkins III, is credited with the music for "I Sing a Song of the
Saints of God", a popular children's hymn in the Episcopal
Church. John Henry Hopkins, Sr. was the first bishop of the
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont and was the eighth Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal
Church in the United States of America.
We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown Him again,
King forever, ceasing never over us all to reign.
Frankincense to offer have I, incense owns a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, all men raising, worship Him, God on high.
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.

W

e need your help! The Gospel Rescue Mission is in need of volunteers to
support the shelter. Please donate your time and talent to the Mission.
Gospel Rescue Mission ministry provides overnight shelter for homeless
men, case work, and compassionate care. Its programs include
counseling, Christ-centered twelve-steps, employability education,
transitional living residences, meal service for the homeless, and Bible
study.
Location: Good Samaritan Mission, Inc. 22 Maple Avenue, Danbury,
CT 06810
To learn more please email us at volunteer@jerichopartnership.org
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T

he Twelve Days of Christmas is probably the most misunderstood part of the
church year among Christians who are not part of liturgical church traditions. Contrary to
much popular belief, these are not the twelve days before Christmas, but in most of the
Western Church are the twelve days from Christmas until the beginning of Epiphany
(January 6th; the 12 days count from December 25th until January 5th).
We are celebrating the Christmas season with plenty of opportunities to Worship, Celebrate, Fellowship, Outreach, Reflect and Discover.
Fri, Dec 26 - St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr
devotional time.
Join us at 6:30 pm for Holy
Eucharist, an explanation of role of Sun, Dec 28 - First Sunday after
Christmas
deacons & a Movie Night, featuring
Worship
with
us
at
8
Traditional
“Stephen’s Test of Faith” and
Eucharist or 10:30 am - Contemporary
“Heaven Is for Real.”
Eucharist. In between try out our Rector’s
Forum at 9:30 or head over to the
Sat, Dec 27 - St. John, Apostle &
Bridgewater Village Store for extended
Evangelist
fellowship.
Start with our 7:30 am
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast in Crocker
Hall; followed by
Holy Eucharist at
9:15; then at 10
discover Praise
Moves...relax as the
year winds down with
gentle stretching,
soothing music,
encouraging scripture and a lavender filled
(Continued on page 7)
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12 Days of Christmas
(Continued from page 6)

Mon, Dec 29 - The Holy Innocents

so finest” sweater for a Potluck
Dinner / Game & Movie Night
Extravaganza. Venus O is the judge
for this contest! Fun for the whole
family.

Sat, Jan 3 - We’ve got a plan for you
Start with breakfast with our men in
Crocker Hall or with the gang at the
Join us at 7 pm at the home of Selma &
Bridgewater Village Store. Then it’s time
Dave Lindsay in Roxbury for a House
to get serious about your goals for 2015 at
Blessing that includes Holy Eucharist,
10 in Crocker Hall. The St. Paul’s
dessert and fellowship.
Health and Fitness Ministry is
Tue, Dec 30 - It will be Free Coffee Tuesday introducing the Daniel Plan. Start
as we hand out free coffee to surprised
the year with invigorating stretching
morning commuters driving by St. Paul’s.
and a free buffet sampling of Daniel
Assist us in this outreach by holding a sign, Plan-friendly foods. What’s the
passing out coffee, donating some baked
Daniel Plan? A bible based lifestyle
goods, inviting folks in, passing out info or
program to help your overall
praying for someone.
wellness at every level - Body,
Spirit, Soul! Learn about this six
Wed, Dec 31 - New Year’s Eve Party
week program where you will
At 10 am join our regular Wednesday
gather with friends to study the five
morning Eucharist & healing service.
essentials of the Daniel Plan: Faith,
Celebrate the New Year in style in our
Food, Fitness, Focus and Friends
Guild Room at 9 pm. We’ll party ‘til 11:30 and Living the Lifestyle. At 11 am
then celebrate the 1st Eucharist of 2015.
head upstairs for our House of Prayer which
Bring your favorite dip or appetizer.
will have a special focus on the New Year.
Thu, Jan 1 - Feast of the Holy Name
Sun, Jan 4 - Second Sunday after
Start the New Year with Holy Eucharist at
Christmas
Sunday is for worship: Traditional
Eucharist at 8 or Contemporary
Eucharist at 10:30. Plus our Rector’s
Forum at 9:30 or and plenty of fellowship.

10 am. Following the service we’ll head
across the street for a brief,
family friendly hike in
Williams Park.
Fri, Jan 2 - Ugly Sweater
Night
Join us at 6:30 in your “not

Mon, Jan 5 - Stephen Ministry Night
Meet the Stephen Ministry team at 7 pm as
they explain just what the Ministry does,
how it can support you
during any kind of
challenging time in your
life, or see if you’d like to
learn more about how to
join the Ministry.

R

emember, Christmas is about giving, so for the 12 Days of Christmas, support
the Jericho Partnership by bringing in food for their pantry, books for
children, socks and toiletries for the homeless. They’ll be blessed and so will you.
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Deacon Carolyn
Legg wrote this
poem as a gift to
the other deacons
who were
ordained with her.
Carolyn preached
at our
St. Stephen
celebration on
December 26th.

S

Deacons
even deacons, humble in spirit and called by God,

He is our example so we can be his hands and feet and
heart in the world.

To love the unloved, cloth the naked, feed the hungry, give
drink to the thirsty,
To up lift the down trod and raise the poor in spirit.
We love because we are loved.
We serve because we have been served,
We give hope because we have hope,
We treasure all life because we are treasured.
We give our lives to God because he gave his life for us.
We have been given the gift of Christ and we desire to share
him with the world.
God give us strength and grace to follow in his footsteps.

† Happy Birthday to You!

J

oseph Letizia celebrates today!
Friday is the big day for Chin
Okwuka, Darin Crocker & Richelle Burr.
Danielle Falci will be blowing out candles
on Saturday. Catherine Schrull & Heidi
Pinheiro will be another year older and wiser on Sunday. Kimberley Stein will be opening
presents on Monday. Nick Janofsky will be expecting your cards on Wednesday.
Peter Bohler (December 31, 1712 to 1775)
Moravian Brethren
The Distinction of Converting Wesley
irth of Peter Bohler, Moravian missionary, in Frankfort-on-Main,
Germany. In 1737 he was sent by Count Zinzendorf to America,
by way of London. While in London he met John Wesley, and Bohler
taught Wesley the joy of personal conversion and self-surrendering faith.
Wesley incorporated these spiritual emphases within the Methodist
movement. Migrating to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Bohler became
superintendent of the Moravian Church in America in 1756.

B
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† What’s Your Spiritual Gift?
Click on the following link to assess your God given gifts:
http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift.

Interpretation
The gift of interpretation is the special ability that God
gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to clarify
and make known messages of one who speaks an
unknown language.
1 Corinthians 12:10, 30 * 1 Corinthians 14:13
1 Corinthians 14:26-28

O

ur “Mission Ministry of the Month " is the Dorothy Day Hospitality House. This
has been one of St. Paul's most visible hands on involvements as well as one of the
ministries that we have been part of for the longest.
Last year Dorothy Day served 32,386 hot meals, 15,057 second helpings and handed out
19,307 bag lunches to the guests who visit the soup kitchen. Some are poor, some are
homeless and some are strangers passing through who are at a difficult place in their lives
due to a variety of situations.
St. Paul's helps out on the 2nd Thursday of every month. We have a wonderful group of
volunteers that serve in many different roles. Our faithful casserole makers provide a ziti
and ground meat casserole every month and leave it at church to be delivered to the soup
kitchen. We also have young people in the community that make sandwiches, again very
faithfully every month. Our team of volunteers is a
wonderful group that is often changing, with people
moving, going to work or busy with other commitments.
We work from 1:00 to 5:30 pm, with some people doing
part of the shift, either early for setup or later for serving
and clean up. If you have an interest in learning more
about this ministry and answering God's call to feed the
hungry, please contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley. For we are told, "Do not neglect hospitality, for
through it some have unknowingly entertained angels".

Northern Fairfield County Volunteer Unit of the Salvation Army
Total Income results for 2014: $24,117.81!
Includes:
15,000.00 - from an anonymous family trust
5,000.00 - St. Paul’s Mission Budget
1,373,00 - “Kettle Ringing Sunday” at St. Paul’s
33.00 - BSA T5, Bell Ringing at Town Hall

T

he money will be administered through the Town Social Services Agency's, to meet
“urgent and critical needs” that cannot be garnered through other sources. All
monies so appropriated are clearly identified to the recipients as coming from
The Salvation Army! The “Kettles and Bells” journeyed to Christian
Churches in not only Brookfield, but also New Fairfield and Sherman as a
part of this annual traditional event! We are truly blessed to be a part of
such a well recognized and truly Christian organization as The Salvation
Army. If anyone has questions, our Mission Committee will gladly
respond! And, if there are individuals willing to assist with this specific
mission – please let us know! Thanks for your great work!
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Looking for memories!
We are in the process of compiling a book on St. Paul’s parish, past and present – an historical overview in celebration of our 230th anniversary.
If you have anything to share, we are particularly looking for:
Wedding photos at St. Paul’s altar
Baptism photos at St. Paul’s font
Old news articles about St. Paul’s Church
Friendship Fair photos
Photos from any of our ministries and groups
(past and present)
Family group photos (perhaps an update from
those in our directory)
Comments: What St. Paul’s has meant to
me…
Please send to Sandy Chaleski at srchaleski@comcast.net
Or phone Sandy at 203-730-2336 with any questions or comments.

Women’s Evening Ministry
Children of the Day by Beth Moore

Remaining sessions are:
Jan 6 & 20, 2015
Meeting time 7:00 - 8:45 pm in the Guild Room
An in-depth Bible study of 1 and 2 Thessalonians by
Beth Moore
Is family life a challenge? Is work driving you
crazy? Do you know God has a purpose for your life,
but can't figure out what it is? Know that your
circumstances are not coincidental. And God's timing is
impeccable. Join Beth Moore on the Thessalonian
shores as she walks you through the truth of each verse
of 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, you'll face
crises, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and
fears. Find encouragement for living the Christian life
now and hope for when Christ returns.

† Save the Date
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St. Paul's Women's
Retreat with all
new Women of the
Bible with Anita
Gutschick and
Joanne Hagemeyer
is coming June 5-6,
2015

† Transforming Saints of God
December 31st

Samuel Ajayi Crowther

I

Bishop in the Niger Territories, 1891

n Canterbury Cathedral on St. Peter’s Day, June 29, 1864, Samuel Ajayi
Crowther (c. 1807 - 1891) was ordained the first African bishop in Nigeria for
“the countries of Western Africa beyond the limits of the Queen’s domains.”
Crowther’s gifts to the church were many. A skilled
linguist, he helped translate the Bible and Book of Common
Prayer into Yoruba and other West African languages. He
founded schools and training colleges, where he
encouraged the study of the Gospel, traditional subjects,
and farming methods that allowed students to raise basic
crops and cotton as sources of income.
As a child, Crowther had been captured in 1822 during a
Nigerian civil war and sold to Portuguese slave traders.

Intercepted by a British anti-slavery patrol, the ship and its human
cargo were taken to Freetown, Sierra Leone, a haven for freed
captives after the British Parliament abolished the slave trade in
1807. There Crowther was educated at a Church Missionary Society (CMS) school, was
baptized in 1825, and became a teacher in Sierra Leone, an active center of African
Christian ministry that sent indigenous lay and ordained ministers throughout West Africa.
Crowther’s leadership skills were soon evident, and in 1842 the CMS sent him to their
Islington, England, training college. He was ordained a year later, returned to Sierra Leone,
and then moved on to Yoruba territory. He also made extended mission journeys to the
interior of Nigeria, where in encounters with Muslims he was known as a humble, patient
listener and a thoughtful, non-polemical partner in dialogue.
At the time of his ordination as bishop, the British tried to keep missionary activity
solely under the control of white British clerics, some of whom set about subverting
Crowther’s authority, something he patiently endured, while actively continuing his
expansive work among Africans. Despite the difficulties, Crowther’s achievement was
considerable, and he has been called the most widely known African Christian of the
nineteenth century. He created a solid base from which a much later generation of
indigenous African leadership emerged to chart their own political and ecclesial futures.

The Sacristans for January are Betty Gardner, Joyce Sarver, and Gail Winkley.

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a
warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen
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† Bear Much Fruit in the New Year
By Steve Hemming

D

id you bear much fruit for the Kingdom in 2014? Whether or not you did, the year
is over now and 2015 is already upon us. So, as the Apostle Paul wrote in
Philippians 3:13-14, let us forget those things which are behind, and reach forward to what’s
ahead, and press on towards the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
We can be more fruitful in 2015. However, as we begin the New Year, we must be
mindful that we cannot bear fruit for
God unless we remain intimately
connected to Him (John 15:4). God
who calls us is faithful, and as we
allow Him to have His way in us,
He will sanctify us and our spirits,
souls, and bodies so that we will be
preserved blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus (1 Thessalonians
5:23-24). Therefore, let us fully
submit ourselves to Him that the
power may be of God and not of us
(2 Corinthians 4:7).
As we yield to God, what can we do to bear greater fruit in the New Year? Let’s take a
look in the Word:
Abide in Jesus – It is all about the Lord, for in Him we live and move and have our
being (Acts 17:28). God tells us in Hosea 14:8, “Your fruit is found in Me.”
Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him,
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is
cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and
they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you
desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit;
so you will be My disciples.” John 15:5-8
Trust and hope in the Lord – As we commit our way to the Lord and trust Him, He
will bring it to pass (Psalm 37:5). And since the Lord is our portion, we have hope in Him
(Lamentations 3:24).
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is the Lord. For he shall be
like a tree planted by the waters, which spreads out its roots by the river, and will not fear
when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, and will not be anxious in the year of drought,
and will cease from yielding fruit.” Jeremiah 17:7-8
Meditate daily on His Word – After Moses died, the Lord spoke to Joshua, and told
him the Book of the Law would not depart from his mouth, and as he meditated in it day
and night, and did according to all that was written in it, his way would be made prosperous,
and he would have good success (Joshua 1:8).
“But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night. He
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water that brings forth its fruit in its season,
whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” Psalm 1:2-3
Walk in the Spirit – Galatians 5:16 exhorts us to walk in the Spirit, so that we will not
fulfill the lusts of the flesh. The Word in Romans tells us those who live
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, and those
who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. To be carnally
minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace (Romans
8:5-6).
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no
law. And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”
(Continued on page 15)
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T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying 1 & 2 Thessalonians, starting
January 13th, at 9:15 am. The new believers in Thessalonica, despite maintaining
their faith in the face of persecution, misunderstood the Second Coming of Christ. In
response, the Apostle Paul wrote to them, giving them instruction about the kinds of lives
they should lead in anticipation of Christ's return. For all Christians,
Paul's teaching provides helpful guidance on what it means to live the
Christian life in the midst of the uncertainty of the world.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays
from 9:15 -11 am. Please register by January 1st, by calling or
emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $20.

The Footstep

s of Paul &

Save the da
tes. Plans a
re
being finalize
d for another
spectacular
Biblical pilg
rimage
& cruise on
October 16-3
1, 20 15.
Fr. Joe plan
s on joining
us.
Istanbul, an
cient Troy,
E
phesus,
Patmos, Sa
ntorini, Ath
en
s,
Thessalonic
a, Philippi…
..
Pricing ava
ilable soon.

Day 7: Hierapolis, Laodicea & Colossae (October 22). Hierapolis,
meaning "Sacred City," was an ancient center for pagan cults until it was
transformed into a Christian center in the first century. According to
tradition, the Apostle Philip lived and was martyred in Hierapolis. It was
likely the hot springs of Hierapolis in contrast to the cold mountain springs near
Colossae that combined to bring application to the "lukewarm" Laodiceans (Rev 3:14-22). This
connection between the cities lies behind Paul’s reference to Hierapolis and Laodicea in his
epistle to the Colossians (Col 4:13). Laodicea contains many acres of ruins to visit including a
stadium and remnants of a sophisticated water system. Nearby Colossae is well-known
throughout Christian circles as the receiver of Paul's letter to the Colossians. Today, the town
has fallen into obscurity and nothing remains. We spend the remainder of the day traveling
through the Turkish countryside arriving in the port city of Kusadasi where we spend two
nights. The day will not be complete without a visit to a local Turkish Rug cooperative.
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John

14

T

hank you to all the volunteers who worked the
Jericho Food Pantry this month, it was a crazy
morning. The kids really enjoyed our new mission of
reading books to them and letting them take them
home. We had many smiling faces.
Thank you to all the wonderful people who have
made donations of food and clothing. We delivered
three car loads on Saturday.
St. Paul’s has the 2nd Saturday of every month to
staff the food and clothing pantry. So, our next
volunteer dates are Saturday, January 10th and
February 14th from 10 - 11:30 am.
We are always collecting winter clothes and gently
used children’s books and coloring books. Look for
donation box in Crocker Hall. Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are interested in
volunteering, donating or have questions - ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731.
Wish List Items for Pantry:
Clothing
Little Boys size 5-6 winter clothing
Boys size 3T & 4T winter clothing
Boys Shirts size 14 & 16
Men’s Small Shirts
Food
Bags of Beans
(Continued from page 12)

Bags of Rice
Peanut Butter
Other Items
Deodorant
Soap
Trial size toiletries (like hotel size)
Books for Children of all ages

Bear Fruit

Galatians 5:22-25
Live righteously – In the book of Proverbs, King Solomon wrote, “The labor of the
righteous leads to life (10:16),” and, “the righteous will flourish like foliage (11, v.28), the
fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise” (v.30).
“The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. They
shall still bear fruit in old age; They shall be fresh and flourishing,” Psalm 92:12-14
Glorify God – As written in John 15:8, when we bear much fruit, we glorify our
Heavenly Father. As the Father is the vinedresser, and Jesus is the vine, we are the branches
of His planting, the works of His hands, that He may be glorified (Isaiah 60:21). As we
receive the comfort and freedom from our Lord Jesus Christ whom the Father anointed and
sent to us, we will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He may be
glorified (Isaiah 61:1-3).
“And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all
discernment, that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and
without offense till the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are
by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” Philippians 1:9-11
As we consider the various means through which we can bear fruit for God’s glory, it is
important to comprehend that Jesus Himself chose us for this purpose, for He tells us in
John 15:16, “You did not chose Me, but I chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that
whatsoever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.”
As you go forth into the new year, I pray these words from Hebrews
13:20-21 over you, that you will bear much fruit in 2015; “Now may the
God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you
what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the
glory forever and ever. Amen.”
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St. Paul’s Health and Fitness Ministry
The Daniel Plan
Six week Group Study
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
rd
January 27, Feb 3 , Feb 10th, Feb 17th, Feb 24th, March 3rd
The Daniel Plan is a practical lifestyle program designed to
improve your health at every level. You’ll be taking this journey
one step at a time, with the support of others in the group, but
you will quickly discover that small changes equal big results.
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with
them.” (Matthew 18:20)
Over the next six weeks, you’ll gather with friends to study the
Five Essentials of The Daniel Plan: Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus,
and Friends. We’ll conclude with a session on Living the
Lifestyle, which offers practical help on sustaining the healthy
changes you’ve made.
Session 1
Faith: Nurturing Your Soul
Session 2
Food: Enjoying God’s Abundance
Session 3
Fitness: Strengthening Your Body
Session 4
Focus: Renewing Your Mind
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Session 5
Friends: Encouraging Each Other
Session 6
Living the Lifestyle
Come Join us!
Sign up with Mary Perry or Ken Perry
(Maryperry2@me.com) to order your
Daniel Plan Study Guide for $9.00
(scholarships available).

† Guacamole
Ingredients:
6 avocados
1 bunch cilantro
Half a big red onion
4/5 limes
3 tomatoes
Salt/pepper to taste coloring
more juice as well.

Directions:
Use some of the stalk of the cilantro
and mix tomato in last so as not to
mash it too much.
Mash avocado then add cilantro,
onion and lime. If you roll the lime
on your palm against the countertop
it helps to soften the juice inside,
also you can microwave them a little and they will give

Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

† Transforming Stewardship
“..they fell down and worshipped him. Then they opened
their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh...” - Matthew 2:11
otice the order of events in the Magi’s visit. First,
they knelt before Jesus and prayed to Him. Then
they presented Him with their gifts. We, too, must take
time to pray before we present our gifts to the Lord.
We never know what God may be asking us to share!

N

† The Flight Into Egypt
About 1300 Croughton, Northants (‡Peterborough) c.1310
Croughton once had a very full scheme of a 14th century painting on the south wall
devoted mainly to a Cycle of the Life of the Virgin and one of the Infancy of Christ. Much
of both has now gone or is fragmentary and almost indecipherable, but EW Tristram praised
these paintings for their quality - he found small amounts of blue and vermilion pigment,
traces of underdrawing and setting-out lines, and a general similarity to manuscript painting
such as that in the Psalter of Robert de Lisle and the (later) Holkham Hall Bible.¹
At the left above is part of the damaged and incomplete Life of the Virgin, with a very
graceful female figure at the left showing well after restoration, and below it are the clearest
scenes in the Infancy Cycle. On the left, painted as
usual in unflinching detail, is the Massacre of the
Innocents; a seated woman in a red robe holds out a
baby, which is about to be seized by a mostly
obscure soldier holding his sword in readiness above
his head. Another soldier, with a scabbard slung at
his hip is at the far right holding a child upside
down by its foot.
Without a break, the Holy Family is shown
making their escape further to the right. Mary, in
a blue robe and holding the Christ Child, sits on a
plodding yellow donkey, its reins held by Joseph,
a staff over his shoulder, at the far right.
The poignant and timeless scene is surrounded
like all those on this wall at Croughton by a
chevron border, striving for three-dimensionality.
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A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The
non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Prophecy and Fulfillment
Jeremiah 31:7-14
he Hebrew Bible reading was originally composed as a vision of hope, full of joy,
for the restoration of the northern tribes of Israel. The Lord will bring them all back
from exile, including the weak and the infirm. As a father and a shepherd, God will comfort
them and give them cause for great gladness.
Psalm 84
A song of the pilgrims happiness as they come to worship in the house
of the Lord.
Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a
Matthew 2:13-15, The New Testament lesson opens with
praise to God for God’s blessings, together
with thanksgiving and prayers that these
19-23
spiritual graces may continue. In the beloved
Matthew wants us to trust Son Christians have, since the beginning of
the world, been given a destiny of holiness as
that ... God can and does God’s children. Paul prays for a spirit of
wisdom and revelation so that the disciples’
protect, guide, warn, and
hearts may be enlightened to perceive the
keep alive from generation glorious hope of the saints.
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
to generation the
Our gospel is the story of Joseph and Mary
alternative "Jesus" vision escaping to Egypt with the infant Jesus.
of what is really real: God They flee the jealous wrath of King Herod
and are able to return to live in Nazareth only
is love and love is the only after his death. These movements early in
Jesus’ life are seen as the fulfillment of
response that will
prophecy. As God’s Son, Jesus is brought
ultimately end violence.
our of Egypt just as were the people of Israel.
The prophecy concerning Nazareth could have several sources,
but the evangelist understands all things to be taking place according to God’s plan.

T

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

C

over yourself with light as with a garment. Do you
prefer light or darkness? To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.
Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
…..Grace Church, Broad Brook; St. Paul’s, Brookfield; Trinity,
Brooklyn.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..IRIS - Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services, New Haven -and those they serve.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John Mainhart, Fr.
George Hall, & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Nepal; the people of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland; and our sister and brother members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Tanzania.
…..All those who are alone this time of year, all families who have very little for children,
and all who do not know Jesus in their hearts, pray for all to have Jesus in their hearts and to
also receive what they need.
…..Christians in Iraq and Syria facing persecution at the hands of
advancing ISIS forces. Pray also for radical Muslims there (and in
other nations) to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..those who travel at this time of year; protection them from every
danger and bring them in safety to their journey's end.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..St. John’s, Sandy Hook and their Faith Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of January.
…..Frank Contorno, healing from lung / brain cancer; and peace
within his family.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s Daughter, healing of cancer.
…..Yeman, that entire families will convert to Christianity at the
same time, enabling fellowship and encouragement.
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages of
Parkinson's. Please pray for healing and relief from pain.
…..Pat Jennings, recuperating from recent surgery.
…..Becky, peace and healing.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make
You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
What is Epiphany?
Chuck Knows.
Click on the video to the
left.
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January Lay Schedule 2015
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

January 4th

January 18th

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: Lauren Melody
Lector: Isaiah 60:1-6 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 Ephesians 3:1-12

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Erinn O’Hara
Lector: 1 Samuel 3:1-20 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri / Susan Champagne
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Isaiah 60:1-6 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Lisa Richardson
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 Ephesians 3:1-12

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Susan Champagne
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: 1 Samuel 3:1-20 Sandra Chaleski
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

January 11th

January 25th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Doug Melody
Acolyte: Rachel Melody
Lector: Genesis 1:1-5 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 29 Acts 19:1-7

8:00 AM
Welcoming: John & Joyce Sarver
Acolyte: Audrey Powell
Lector: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Lay Reader: Pam Szen
Psalm 62: 6-14 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Dave & Connie Williams
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Genesis 1:1-5 Rose Barrett
Intercessor: Connie Williams
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Psalm 29 Acts 19:1-7

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri / Christine Domareck
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 62: 6-14 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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January
2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Happy New Year
Parish Office Closed
10:00 am Holy
Eucharist

7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
6:30 pm Ugly Sweater
Night / Potluck Dinner

11:00 am Family
Friendly Hike

10:00 AM The Daniel
Plan
11:00 AM House of
Prayer

4

5

6

7

8

8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist
9::30 AM Rector’s Forum
10:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary
Eucharist
4:00 PM Youth Group

10:00 AM Christian
Caring

9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 AM Holy
Eucharist and Healing

1:00 PM Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 PM Stephen
Ministry

7:00 PM Women’s
Evening Ministry

7:30 PM Property
Committee

10:00 AM Jericho Food
Pantry Ministry

11
8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist
9::30 AM Rector’s Forum
10:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary
Eucharist
4:00 PM Youth Group

12
13
Annual Reports 9:15 AM
Due

Ladies Bible
Study

14

15

10:00 AM Holy
Eucharist and Healing

7:00 PM Healing Team
7:30 PM Music Night

16

17
7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10:00 AM PraiseMoves

7:30 PM Vestry

10:00 AM St. Paul’s
Quilters

Meeting

11:00 AM House of
Prayer
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20

21

22

7:00 PM Stephen
Ministry

9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 AM Holy
Eucharist and Healing

7:30 PM Music Night

25

26

22

11:00 AM House of
Prayer

7:00 PM Staff Meeting

8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist
9::30 AM Rector’s Forum
10:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary
Eucharist
4:00 PM Youth Group

23

24
7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 PM Women’s
Evening Ministry

10:00 AM PraiseMoves
11:00 AM House of
Prayer

27

28

29

9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 AM Holy
Eucharist and Healing

7:30 PM Music Night

7:00 PM Daniel Plan

10

10:00 AM PraiseMoves

7:30 PM Music Night
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8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist
9:00 AM Annual Parish
Meeting
10:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary
Eucharist
4:00 PM Youth Group

9

30

31
7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10:00 AM PraiseMoves
11:00 AM House of
Prayer

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

F

r. Joe’s Therapy Dog-in-training, Sir Arthur
was finally was cleared for that collar!
Carolyn Rhett, Fr. Joe's mother, needle pointed this
for our
parish
therapy dog
for his
hospital
visits.

#SelfieWithTheFather

H

ere’s yet
another
variation on the
#SelfieWithTheFather
theme. This one
qualifies are a
#MirrorSelfieWithThe
Father and as
“SelfieWithTheFather
MyFather

Life Imitates Bottlestoppers

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett,
Sandy Chaleski, Laurie
DoBosh, Lynne Donnelly, Steve
Hemming, Heather Melody, Dori
McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors, Heather
Onarato, ,Ken Perry, Mary Perry,
Kirsten Peterson, Debi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley,
Sarah
Shepley, Tara
Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen &
Don Winkley.
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