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† Power in Our Common Vulnerability
“No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it
down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father."
(John 10:18)
Dear Friends,

W

e are in a battle, and one conducted in a spiritual theater each and every moment.
Paradoxically, we are strengthened for the fight through vulnerability: the more we
release (pride, unforgiveness, fear, tight grips on our "stuff"), the more we can be filled with
the power of God.
Jesus defeated the enemy of our souls by offering himself to the Father in total
vulnerability on the cross. "That by his death he might break the power of him who holds
the power of death" (Hebrews 2:14), Jesus today mystically empowers us to vanquish evil
currents blending into the fabric of our lives. As we surrender ourselves to Jesus as Lord,
his reign in us finds its power in our common vulnerability committed to God's love.
Trust God. Lay it down. Be God's self-giving love.
Faithfully,

† Annual Meeting Set for Sunday, January 25th

N

otice is hereby given of the 231st Annual Parish
Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 174 Whisconier Road,
Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 25th, 2015, in
Crocker Hall, at 9:00 am. The Rector will make appointments
and elections will be held for various Vestry positions.
Nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.
Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years of age
are eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting.
There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at
8:00 am and the Family Holy Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time at
10:30 am. There will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum. Prior to
the meeting we will have an extended coffee hour.

“...you have searched me out and known me…” To
grow as grateful stewards, we need to really, in our hearts
(not just in our words), trust that God indeed has a plan for
us - and to spend serious time attempting to discern just
what that plan is. When the heart is converted, being a
good steward becomes a joy and not a duty.
Did you know ….. that Jesus talks about social media in this
Sunday's gospel? Check out John 1:43 - The next day Jesus decided

to go to Galilee. He found Philip & said to him, "Follow me."

† Save the Date

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Jan 15
Sat, Jan 17

Sun, Jan 18

Mon, Jan 19
Tue, Jan 20
Wed, Jan 21
Thu, Jan 22
Sat, Jan 24

Sun, Jan 25
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- 7:00 am
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
- 7:00 pm
- 9:15 am
7:00 pm
- 10:00 am
- 7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Second Sunday after Epiphany
-

Traditional Eucharist
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Youth Group
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

-

Traditional Eucharist
Annual Meeting, Crocker Hall
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Youth Group

St. Paul's Women's
Retreat with all
new Women of the
Bible with Anita
Gutschick and
Joanne Hagemeyer
is coming June 5-6,
2015
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Hey Kids, I need a
name…..see the back
page for instructions.
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Rising Light
A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

W

hen God gives us trials and temptations, sometimes it appears
that they are impossible to overcome. How could God, who
is loving and just, place these obstacles in our lives if we were bound
to fail? While everybody finds themselves questioning God at some
point in their life, let us remember that God is indeed a loving and
just God. Therefore He will not give us a burden that is too
cumbersome to bear. Often, I find myself questioning God’s
authority, but a phrase that is frequently repeated in my house, “If He
took you to it, He will get you through it,” causes me to focus on the truth; God only has
prosperous plans for our lives and will not allow us to crumble under a trial if we trust in
Him. All in all, if we find ourselves doubting God’s omnipotence in a difficult situation, let
us recall his mercy and love for us and remember to trust that God plans for us to succeed,
and let us realize that no obstacle
that we may face is bigger than
Him.
1 Corinthians 10:13
No temptation has overtaken
you that is not common to man.
God is faithful, and he will not let
you be tempted beyond your
ability, but with the temptation he
will also provide the way of
escape, that you may be able to
endure it.
Jeremiah 29:11
For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions
at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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We are updating our photo
directory. Do you think it
might be time to take a
new picture? Contact the
parish office or one of our
ever-present coffee hour
photographers. We can
make you look up to date
(or at least we can try).
6

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word
Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult - Tune: Galilee
Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim

Blessed Jesus, at thy word

T

obias Clausnitzer was a German Lutheran pastor who was
chosen to preach the Thanksgiving sermon to the soldiers in
the field after the Peace of Westphalia was signed in 1848. Early in
the following year he became the pastor at
Weiden where he remained until he died thirty
-five years later.
This hymn, translated into English by
Catherine Winkworth in 1858, has much to say
about the worship of the Triune God by His
people. It begins with the Word of God
(Blessed Jesus, at your word) and ends with
the Word of God (Grant that we your Word
may trust); reminding us that all true worship
should be guided by His written Word.
Thus, our worship should be centered on what God wants (and
where better to find what God wants then in His written Word), and
not about the perceived needs of the worshipper. In this hymn we
see the worship of the one true God, but we see that worship being
expressed to each of the members of the Trinity. It flows from words
of praise to the Son, to the Father, to the Spirit, back to the Son, back
to the Spirit, and finally ending with a crescendo to the Triune God:
“Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Praise to you and adoration!”

Want to listen in to what we’ll
be singing on Sunday at 10:30?
Or do you want to listen to a
song from last week once more?
You can listen on Spotify by clicking
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service
This week’s worship music includes: :
For You
Alone,
Closer, You
Are the
One, We
Give You
Thanks,
Your Great
Name

T

hank you to all the volunteers who worked the
Jericho Food Pantry last month, it was a crazy
morning. The kids really enjoyed our new mission of
reading books to them and letting them take them
home. We had many smiling faces.
Thank you to all the wonderful people who have
made donations of food and clothing. We delivered
three car loads on Saturday.
St. Paul’s has the 2nd Saturday of every month to
staff the food and clothing pantry. So, our next
volunteer dates is Saturday, February 14th from 10 11:30 am.
We are always collecting winter clothes and gently
used children’s books and coloring books. Look for
donation box in Crocker Hall. Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are interested in
volunteering, donating or have questions - ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731.
Wish List Items for Pantry:
Clothing
Little Boys size 5-6 winter clothing
Boys size 3T & 4T winter clothing
Boys Shirts size 14 & 16
Men’s Small Shirts
Food
Bags of Beans

Bags of Rice
Peanut Butter
Other Items
Deodorant
Soap
Trial size toiletries (like hotel size)
Books for Children of all ages
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† Transforming Saints of God
January 15th

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Civil Rights Leader and Martyr, 1968

M

artin Luther King, Jr. was born on January 15, 1929, in Atlanta. As the son and
grandson of Baptist preachers, he was steeped in the Black Church tradition. To
this heritage he added a thorough academic
preparation, earning the degrees of B.A., B.D., and
Ph.D. in Systematic Theology from Boston
University.
In 1954, King became pastor of a church in
Montgomery, Alabama. There, Black indignation at
inhumane treatment on segregated buses culminated
in December, 1955, in the arrest of Rosa Parks for
refusing to give up her seat to a white man. King was
catapulted into national prominence as the leader of
the Montgomery bus boycott. He became
increasingly the articulate prophet, who could not
only rally the Black masses, but could also move the
consciences of Whites.
King founded the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference to spearhead non-violent mass
demonstrations against racism. Many confrontations
followed, most notably in Birmingham and Selma, Alabama, and in Chicago. King’s
campaigns were instrumental to the passage of the Civil Rights Acts of 1964, 1965 and
1968. King then turned his attention to economic empowerment of the poor and opposition
to the Vietnam War, contending that racism, poverty and militarism were interrelated.
King lived in constant danger: his home was dynamited, he was almost fatally stabbed,
and he was harassed by death threats. He was even jailed 30 times; but through it all he was
sustained by his deep faith. In 1957, he received, late at night, a vicious telephone threat.
Alone in his kitchen he wept and prayed. He relates that he heard the Lord speaking to him
and saying, “Martin Luther, stand up for righteousness, stand up for justice,” and promising
never to leave him alone - “No, never alone.” King refers to his vision as his “Mountaintop
Experience.”
After preaching at Washington Cathedral on March 31, 1968, King went to Memphis in
support of sanitation workers in their struggle for better wages. There, he proclaimed that
he had been “to the mountain-top” and had seen “the Promised Land,” and that he knew that
one day he and his people would be “free at last.” On the following day, April 4, he was cut
down by an assassin’s bullet.

W

e will be doing an Extended Coffee Hour for our Annual
Meeting between the services in Crocker Hall on January 25th.
A sign up sheet will be placed in the back of the church as we are in need
of volunteers to bring in a cold or hot dish of your choice to add to the festivities.
You can also e-mail me at Chamla@Charter.net or call me at 203-775-6633 and I
will add your name and food item to the list. Please consider volunteering to help
make this year's meeting a huge success. Thanks everyone! -Mary Allen

† Good Stewardship Begins At Home: Our Home

P

lease remind all who use our home to be good stewards by turning off
lights, closing curtains, turning down thermostats, cleaning up after
themselves and locking doors when they are leaving, especially as cold
weather and dropping temperatures consume more energy.
8

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying 1 & 2 Thessalonians, starting
January 13th, at 9:15 am. The new believers in Thessalonica, despite maintaining
their faith in the face of persecution, misunderstood the Second Coming of Christ. In
response, the Apostle Paul wrote to them, giving them instruction about the kinds of lives
they should lead in anticipation of Christ's return. For all Christians,
Paul's teaching provides helpful guidance on what it means to live the
Christian life in the midst of the uncertainty of the world.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays
from 9:15 -11 am. Please register by January 1st, by calling or
emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $20.

The Footstep

s of Paul &

Save the da
tes. Plans a
re
being finalize
d for another
spectacular
Biblical pilg
rimage
& cruise on
October 16-3
1, 20 15.
Fr. Joe plan
s on joining
u
s.
Istanbul, an
cient Troy,
Ephesus,
Patmos, Sa
ntorini, Ath
en
s,
Thessalonic
a, Philippi…
..
Pricing ava
ilable soon.

Day 9: Isle of Patmos (October 24). This afternoon we
embark our cruise ship and sail for a visit to the beautiful
Isle of Patmos, under statutory protection as a historic
monument. Here we have an optional tour to see the
fortified monastery of St. John and the cave claimed to
be where John received the Revelation. Back on the
ship, enjoy dinner before settling in to your cabin for the
night.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Travel

L

et me begin by sharing some family news. Just after Christmas we drove to Tampa
to meet with our newest (then still in utero) grandson. He was, in fact, a little
hesitant to come out and play, but, fortuitously, Ethan Nathaniel Loring finally arrived in the
early hours of the Feast of the Epiphany. Meanwhile, on the
previous Sunday, the sermon had spoken of the Magi as travelers,
and our own drive gave us a little share of that experience.
Jean Auel’s Earth’s Children series of novels, set in
prehistoric Europe, involve her characters in lengthy journeys, and
while the details are fiction; the underlying reality of very early
and extensive travel seems to be well attested.
In Scripture too, long journeys are not
uncommon: The scattering of the people after
the confusion at Babel, Abraham’s trek from
Ur in Chaldea to the land of Canaan, the migration of Jacob and his
family into Egypt and their later return are all illustrations of this
tendency. Similar undertakings are also found throughout the Old
Testament, some, like the Babylonian exile were involuntary, but many,
including the return were by choice.
Similarly, in the New Testament (and early Christian tradition), we
see the Apostles traveling extensively in order to spread the Word.
Most of Acts is devoted to the travels of St. Paul, while other
accounts tell of James visiting Spain, Thomas going to India,
Andrew going to Russia, and Peter travelling to Rome. While not for
everyone,* travel has been a normal part of human experience since
there have been humans, and modern means of transportation have
simply made it easier, and therefore more common. Both historically
and in contemporary life there are many reasons for travel: to see
new places, to flee famine or danger, to seek new opportunities (like
many of our original settlers and many modern immigrants), to
deliver a message (like the
o you have a question you
Apostles and other
would like answered by our missionaries), or perhaps (like us and - in a different
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
way - the Magi) to greet a new child.
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
Sometimes we travel to a destination, sometimes it is
historical or other inquiries to:
the journey itself, but for most the best part of a
journey is the return home.
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

Some years ago, when living in Queens, I had neighbors who had never been as far as Manhattan.

New Men's Bible study beginning in February!
Starting on February 2nd (Groundhog Day), Fr. Joe will be leading
a verse by verse study on the Book of Joshua each Monday evening
from 7-8pm. Please contact Beth Miller (bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com)
in order to sign up and purchase a study guide.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
January 18th

Confession of St. Peter

W

hen Simon Bar-Jona confessed, “You are the Christ,” Jesus responded, “You are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church.” This rough fisherman and his
brother Andrew were the first disciples called by Jesus. Peter figures prominently in the
Gospels, often stumbling, impetuous, intense, and
uncouth.
It was Peter who attempted to walk on the sea,
and began to sink; it was Peter who impulsively
wished to build three tabernacles on the mountain of
the Transfiguration; it was Peter who, just before the
crucifixion, three times denied knowing his Lord.
But it was also Peter who, after Pentecost, risked
his life to do the Lord’s work, speaking boldly of his
belief in Jesus. It was also Peter, the Rock, whose
strength and courage helped the young Church in its
questioning about the mission beyond the Jewish
community. Opposed at first to the baptism of Gentiles, he had the humility to admit a
change of heart, and to baptize the Roman centurion Cornelius and his household. Even
after this, Peter had a continuing struggle with his Jewish conservatism; for Paul, writing to
the Galatians, rebukes him for giving way to the demands of Jewish Christians to dissociate
himself from table-fellowship with Gentiles.
Though the New Testament makes no mention of it, the tradition connecting Peter with
Rome is early and virtually certain. According to a legend based on that tradition, Peter fled
from Rome during the persecution under Nero. On the Appian Way, he met Christ, and
asked him, “Domine, quo vadis?” (“Lord, where are you going?”). The Lord answered, “I
am coming to be crucified again.” Peter thereupon retraced his steps, and was shortly
thereafter crucified, head downwards. “I am not worthy to be crucified as my Lord was,” he
is supposed to have said.
As we watch Peter struggle with himself, often stumble, love his Lord and deny him,
speak rashly and act impetuously, his life reminds us that our Lord did not come to save the
godly and strong but to save the weak and the sinful. Simon, an ordinary human being, was
transformed by the Holy Spirit into the “Rock,” and became the leader of the Church.

F

† Announcement Deadlines

or the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday to
bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com. For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday
afternoon each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

† What’s Your Spiritual Gift?
Click on the following link to assess your God given gifts:
http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift.

Celibacy
The gift of celibacy is the special ability that
God gives to certain members of the Body of
Christ to remain single and enjoy it; to be
unmarried and not suffer undue sexual
temptations.
Matthew 19:10-12 * 1 Corinthians 7:7-8
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This
food is
!
so good

Reminder!

D

eadline to
sign up for
the the six week
Daniel Plan Bible
Study (to order the
$9.00 workbook) is
Monday, January 19th.
Please email or see
Mary or Ken Perry
(maryperry2@me.com)
to sign up or to answer
any questions you may
have. We are looking
forward to a great time
of food, faith, focus,
fitness and friends!

St. Paul’s Health and Fitness Ministry
The Daniel Plan
Six week Group Study
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
rd
January 27, Feb 3 , Feb 10th, Feb 17th, Feb 24th, March 3rd
The Daniel Plan is a practical lifestyle program designed to
improve your health at every level. You’ll be taking this journey
one step at a time, with the support of others in the group, but
you will quickly discover that small changes equal big results.
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with
them.” (Matthew 18:20)
Over the next six weeks, you’ll gather with friends to study the
Five Essentials of The Daniel Plan: Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus,
and Friends. We’ll conclude with a session on Living the
Lifestyle, which offers practical help on sustaining the healthy
changes you’ve made.
Session 1
Faith: Nurturing Your Soul
Session 2
Food: Enjoying God’s Abundance
Session 3
Fitness: Strengthening Your Body
Session 4
Focus: Renewing Your Mind
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Session 5
Friends: Encouraging Each Other
Session 6
Living the Lifestyle
Come Join us!
Sign up with Mary Perry or Ken Perry
(Maryperry2@me.com) to order your
Daniel Plan Study Guide for $9.00
(scholarships available).

† Super Bowl Sunday Dip (The Daniel Plan)
Ingredients:
1 cup vegetarian refried beans
1 medium avocado, chopped
(about 3/4 cup)
3 tablespoons minced red
onion
2 teaspoons fresh lime juice
1 teaspoon finely chopped
oregano
1 teaspoon minced jalapeño
pepper
1/4 cup minced cilantro
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
1/2 cup diced roasted red bell
pepper
1/2 cup chopped tomatoes

Directions:
A remake of the
classic seven-layer
dip, this is a super
dairy- and glutenfree party food.
Serve with sliced
fresh vegetables.
Spread the refried
beans in a shallow
bowl or platter.
In a small bowl, stir together the avocado, red onion, lime
juice, oregano, jalapeño, 2 tablespoons of the cilantro, and
the salt. Spread the mixture on the refried beans.
Sprinkle the roasted red pepper over the avocado mixture
and top with the tomatoes and remaining cilantro.
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

† Transforming Stewardship
“Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, ‘What are you looking
for?’”
– John 1:38

W

hat are you looking for? Are you wasting your time
looking for the material comforts of the world? Or, is
your heart longing for something deeper that can only be found
by spending time with God? Take time, each day, in silence
and ask the Lord what it is that He wants you to do.

† Philip the Apostle
1516
Albrecht Dürer

A

lbrecht Dürer (1471 - 1528) was a German
painter, engraver, printmaker, mathematician,
and theorist from Nuremberg. His high-quality
woodcuts (nowadays often called Meisterstiche or
"master prints") established his reputation and influence
across Europe when he was still in his twenties, and he
has been conventionally regarded as the greatest artist
of the Northern Renaissance. His vast body of work
includes altarpieces, religious works, numerous
portraits and self-portraits, and copper engravings.
This idealized portrait by Dürer depicts, Philip the
Apostle. The composition is very simple, with Dürer
showing just the head and shoulders. Only the
inscription identifies him as an apostle. Dürer has
portrayed him in an anguished state, with head slightly
bent, furrowed brows, piercing eyes and dropped lower
lip. Grief has aged him and the intricately painted
beard gives him the appearance of a wise old man.
Dürer probably intended this portrait to be part of a set
of paintings of the 12 apostles.
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Looking for memories!
We are in the process of compiling a book on St. Paul’s parish, past and present – an historical overview in celebration of our 230th anniversary.
If you have anything to share, we are particularly looking for:
Wedding photos at St. Paul’s altar
Baptism photos at St. Paul’s font
Old news articles about St. Paul’s Church
Friendship Fair photos
Photos from any of our ministries and groups
(past and present)
Family group photos (perhaps an update from
those in our directory)
Comments: What St. Paul’s has meant to
me…
Please send to Sandy Chaleski at srchaleski@comcast.net
Or phone Sandy at 203-730-2336 with any questions or comments.

Women’s Evening Ministry
Children of the Day by Beth Moore

Remaining session is:
Jan 20, 2015
Meeting time 7:00 - 8:45 pm in the Guild Room
An in-depth Bible study of 1 and 2 Thessalonians by
Beth Moore
Is family life a challenge? Is work driving you
crazy? Do you know God has a purpose for your life,
but can't figure out what it is? Know that your
circumstances are not coincidental. And God's timing is
impeccable. Join Beth Moore on the Thessalonian
shores as she walks you through the truth of each verse
of 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, you'll face
crises, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and
fears. Find encouragement for living the Christian life
now and hope for when Christ returns.

W
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e need your help! The Gospel Rescue Mission is in need of volunteers to
support the shelter. Please donate your time and talent to the Mission.
Gospel Rescue Mission ministry provides overnight shelter for homeless
men, case work, and compassionate care. Its programs include
counseling, Christ-centered twelve-steps, employability education,
transitional living residences, meal service for the homeless, and Bible
study.
Location: Good Samaritan Mission, Inc. 22 Maple Avenue, Danbury,
CT 06810
To learn more please email us at volunteer@jerichopartnership.org

† Vestry Meeting
December 10th

Opening: The meeting was opened in prayer
at 7:34 PM by Dave Williams who led the
meeting. Bill Mayers did a Bible study on
Philippians 2:15, that we should shine like
stars in the universe as we hold out the word
of Christ. Sandy Chaleski gave her
thanksgivings for family, marriage, St.
Paul’s and the presence of God through her
life. The November minutes were approved
as circulated.

will start in late spring.
The issue of how to add
more power is still under
consideration. Policy & Procedure Manual
is in the collection phase, we should have the
document by our January meeting. Paper
coffee cups are at least double the cost of
Styrofoam cups. People will be encouraged
to bring in their own mug to use and keep at
St. Paul’s. Stephanie Bernardo will take on
the cup ministry. Sandy Chaleski continues
Treasurer’s Report: Income was $10,000 to work on a History of St. Paul’s Book and
over expenses for November. The Mission
is looking for pictures, comments, etc. to
budget for 2014 is paid. The Capital
include.
Campaign fund has a balance of $19,000
with an outstanding bill of $6,000. The
Capital Campaign borrowed $58,000 from
the endowment fund in 2014. Endowments
are down $27,000 for the year, including
$58,000 loan to Capital Campaign, which
means they are really up $31,000 for the
year.
Committee Reports: Pam Szen reported
that the Jericho food pantry staffing is going
well under Laurie Dobosh’s leadership.
Ushers and Greeters are doing a great job.
Bonnie Wanzer reported that the Giving Tree
is having a good response, all tags are out.
Dave Williams reported that there will be a
Finance Committee meeting on December
11th to finalize the year.

New Business: The Annual Meeting will be
held on January 25, 2015 between the
services. Reports from the Vestry on their
ministries are due to Beth by January 12,
2015. The Mission Budget for 2015 was
presented by Bonnie Wanzer and was
approved by the Vestry. Staff reviews have
been done. Fr. Shepley is happy with all the
staff and recommends a 2% increase for all
Rector’s Report: The Bishop and clergy staff. An increase of 1.5% was
recommended for Fr. Shepley. The Vestry
dinner on November 13th was wonderful,
approved all increases. The Building
thank you Bonnie Wanzer, Sandy Chaleski
and Lois Hunt. Deacon Carolyn has been a Committee recommends the purchase of a
great help this past year and has two years to defibrillator unit in the amount of $2300.
go with us. Thanks to the Vestry for all you The Vestry approved the purchase. There
was a discussion on the purchase of movable
do.
partitions for Crocker Hall. No decision was
Old Business: Dave Williams reported that made.
Phase I of the Building Project is 99%
Closing: Bonnie Wanzer closed the meeting
complete. Dishwasher still not on line.
with prayer at 9:18 pm.
There is a meeting with the flooring
manufacturer’s rep on Thursday, December Respectfully submitted,
11th. Phase II meetings have begun. We
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry
intend to use Verdi to oversee project which

Matthew 7:1-2
“Judge not, that you be not judged.
For with the judgment you pronounce
you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you.
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† Happy Birthday to You!

G

eorge Franklin, Ken Mott & Laila Cofone celebrate
Saturday! Sunday is the big day for Maria Silva. Erin
Williams Ellis, George Crocker & Ken Kumerle will be
blowing out candles on Wednesday. Have a blessed day
everyone!

I

believe many a man is praying to God to fill him, when he is full
already with something else. Before we pray that God would fill us, I
believe we ought to pray Him to empty us.~ D.L. Moody
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Revealed as Messiah
1 Samuel 3:1-20
n our opening lesson we hear how Samuel learns that the Lord is calling him to make
him God’s prophet. Three times the boy Samuel misunderstands and thinks that it is
his mentor Eli summoning him during the night. Finally Eli realizes it must be the Lord,
and tells Samuel to be ready. In the morning Samuel informs Eli of the punishment that is
about to come upon his house. As Samuel grows, all Israel recognizes
that he has been chosen by God to prophecy to the people.
John 1:43-51
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
With marvelous wisdom God alone perceives the heights and depths
The keys in understanding this
of life.
passage are, on the one hand, to
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
In this lesson Paul is required to criticize a misguided understanding
NOT treat it as simply a story
of Christian freedom that has been adopted by some of the Corinthians.
of how Nathaniel met Jesus; nor,
“All things are permitted me,” is what some are saying, and evidently
then interpreting their freedom in Christ to mean that they are so
on the other hand, to get all
“spiritual” they can join with a prostitute without doing any harm. But
mystical and obscure. John
our bodies, Paul contends, like all the rest of us, have now been
dedicated to Christ. They are temples of the Holy Spirit through which
wants us to SEE Jesus, to
we may glorify God.
COME to him, and thereby to
John 1:43-51
Our gospel is the story of Philip and Nathaniel becoming disciples
receive LIFE in its abundance.
of Jesus. Nathaniel first doubts that the one whom Moses foretold
could come from the virtually unknown town of Nazareth. But Jesus
astounds Nathaniel by telling him what normal sight could not have disclosed. |He then
promises Nathaniel that he will have his own still greater vision, a heavenly revelation of
the Son of Man as an intermediary between heaven and earth.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
† Sermon Shorts

T

he tearing of heaven is the mending of our lives with
Christ as our eternal thread. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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This Date in St. Paul's History, 1785
On January 21, 1785, fifty-five persons residing in
the Parish of Newbury (later to be incorporated as
the Town of Brookfield in 1788), declared
themselves to belong to the Episcopal Church.
Artist John Warner Barber drew this view of
the village of Brookfield on November 5, 1835.
He is seen within the view itself, standing
approximately where today’s Real Estate office /
Old Village Store is, looking south toward the Center. On the extreme right is a liberty pole, a
vestige of the revolutionary period. The three public buildings, from the right, are the
Congregational Church, the Episcopal Church (with the four windows stood in the triangular
island of land where route 133 heads down Junction Road) and the meeting house with its cupola.
Entering the town center today on Route 25, the essential orientation and some of the buildings
from Barber’s time remain largely the same. The prominent rock hill remains to the left. Our
original Episcopal church building no longer stands and a Congregational Church with a
cornerstone dated 1857 has replaced the earlier structure. The town hall has been replaced with a
similar building erected around 1875 which is now the home of the Brookfield Historical Society.
Three of the five structures in Barber’s view on the left hand side have survived.

Earth Stewardship

W

hat’s in your
mug? Or
rather what are you
drinking your coffee
out of? Nicole is
proud of her new
aquarium mug that she
keeps at church
instead of using
Styrofoam coffee
cups. Don’t let her
tell you a fish story!
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
…..St. Alban’s, Danielson; Saint Luke’s, Darien; St. Paul’s, Darien.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Ministry to, with, and for the deaf.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Peru; the people of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic; and our sister and
brother members of the Anglican Church of Australia.
…..the victims of the shooting yesterday in Paris and their familes.
…..Christians in Iraq and Syria facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims there (and in
other nations) to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..Michael for protection with the UN
peacekeeping service.
…..Azerbaijan, that many within the
country’s oppressive government will find
freedom through Christ.
…..St. John’s, Sandy Hook and their Faith
Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of
January.
…..Frank Contorno, healing from lung /
brain cancer; and peace within his family.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s
Daughter, healing of cancer.
…..Yeman, that entire families will convert
to Christianity at the same time, enabling
fellowship and encouragement.
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in
the final stages of Parkinson's. Please pray
for healing and relief from pain.
…..Pat Jennings, recuperating from
surgery.
…..Becky, peace and healing.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Hmm, where are you on this
chart? Watch video to find out
where you are in your walk.
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Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a
warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen
20

Just For Fun !

W

(And Christian Fellowship)

tle
or
And since our lit#SelfieWithTheFather
e all love a contest.
oil
th
and anointed wi
friend was baptized
a proper #SelfieWithTheCamel?
to seal the deal with
last Sunday, we need
art making ere’s yet
st
that our camel will
name. Fr. Joe tells us
, meetings andanother
of our parish events
appearances at most
ts a superon the
r Sword Points contes variation
ou
all
th
wi
As
s.
ice
serv
's your
what#SelfieWithTheFather
will be awarded. So,
age appropriate prize
theme.
This one
n..
e-mail your suggestio
name? Click here to
qualifies are a

H

#MirrorSelfieWithThe
Father and as
“SelfieWithTheFather
MyFather

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chaleski, Laurie DoBosh,
Christine Domareck, Lynne Donnelly,
Anette Hamerski, Lois Hunt, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Heather Melody,
Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors, Ken
Perry, Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson,
Debi Pomeroy,
Joe Shepley,
Sarah Shepley,
Tara Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen &
Don Winkley.
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