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A

s you read this, I should be in Amsterdam speaking at a week-long Christian
conference, where I have been asked to give two presentations: "Finding
One's Strength in God,"
and "Operating in Spiritual
Power." Apart from the
speaking engagements, the
time will afford ample
opportunity for witnessing
for Christ in a culture that
has largely lost its spiritual
moorings. The sponsoring
ministry, based out of the
Episcopal Diocese of
Iowa, provides a local
Dutch translator, and the
participants will be coming
from the United States, the
Netherlands and other
surrounding regions.
As you send me out in this
latest apostolic call, we are
sharing a mission, one that
falls under the heading we
hold together of being a
"remnant witness," that is,
being bold for Christ
through our
denominational structure.
Whether it be in postChristian Northern Europe, Tanzania, or right here in Brookfield, we are all
called to show forth Christ to the world, and my heart rejoices thinking that I will
be representing each and every one of you.
Your prayers are much appreciated, and
be assured that you will be in my
devotions everyday.
Vrede ("peace"in Dutch),

St. Paul’s Church
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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J

oe and Tara made it safely to Holland
and a chance to do a bit of sightseeing
before their ministry starts on Thursday. To
the left Fr. Joe stands in front of Saint Bavos
in Haarlem and above they both visit the
Corrie ten Boom house. Click on the links
for more info.

† Lenten Series Off to Great Start

L

ast night 21 parishioners gathered to watch the beginning of a
fantastic evangelistic series based on the Ten Commandments
called Just 10. It will equip you to
communicate the relevance of God’s laws of
love in a way people can relate to today.
Author, speaker, and evangelist J. John
creatively brings to life God s Ten
Commandments in a fresh and dynamic way.
Join us on Wednesdays in March for dinner
at 6:30 followed by the program at 7 pm.

A

"Bring Your Own Bowl Soup Supper" beginning at 6:30
pm will precede each Lenten Series meeting. If you plan
to attend the series, please sign up on the clip board at the back of
the church. Thanks everyone and hope to see you there!
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Postponement of Men's Bible Study!
ue to the weather-related postponements of the last few weeks, as
well as schedule conflicts that have arisen over the next few weeks,
we will officially begin our study on Monday, March 16th, at 7 pm in Crocker
Hall. In the meantime, please read through Deuteronomy in preparation for
the start of Joshua. If you are in need of a study guide, please contact Beth
Miller in the parish office (bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com). As Joshua is a
book about preparation, strategy and vision, may these weeks ahead allow us
to gather focus in anticipation of our beginning together as men seeking God's
will for our lives, families, and communities.

D

"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." - Joshua 1:9

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Feb 26
Sat, Feb 28

Sun, Mar 1

Mon, Mar 2
Tue, Mar 3
Wed, Mar 4
Thu, Mar 5

Fri, Mar 6
Sat, Mar 7

Sun, Mar 8
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- 7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
2:30 pm
4:00 pm
- 10:00 am
7:00 pm
- 9:15 am
7:00 pm
- 10:00 am
6:30 pm
- 7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
- 6:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

-

Traditional Eucharist
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Youth Group Juniors
Youth Group
Christian Caring Committee, Guild Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
The Daniel Plan, Guild Room
Holy Eucharist I & Healing
Soup Supper & Lenten Series, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Youth Group leaves for Monadnock Bible Center Retreat
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Second Sunday in Lent

Third Sunday in Lent
- Traditional Eucharist
- Sunday School
- Contemporary Eucharist

A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

“T

hat’s it. I’m done with this. It can’t get any worse than it is now.” Just
yesterday, I caught myself rolling down this steep path of self-pity and exhausted
patience. Everything around me seemed to be falling apart and I dreaded that it would only
get worse. However, the next day all my troubles turned around. I witnessed blessings
beyond my wildest dreams. The amazing part is that although I did not cry out to God in
my despair, he knows my heart and blessed my life in every single way that I could have
hoped for and more. When we make
God the center of our lives, we surrender
our heart to Him. He understands our
desires and needs, and doesn’t wish for
us to lead miserable lives. Even if the
outside world fails us, He will always
come through for us with his blessings.
Subsequently, whenever we feel
hopeless and demoralized, let us not lose
hope, but let us trust that God knows
exactly what we need and will rescue us
from anguish.
Psalm 139:23
Search me, God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts .
Psalm 37:4
Delight yourself in the Lord, and he
will give you the desires of your heart.
Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions
at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
5

O

n Saturday, March 28th St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction
to raise funds for our summer mission trip to Boston. And you are
invited! Last years auction included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie
night gift basket, tickets to a local concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a
jewelry store, and more! We expect to have just as many fantastic items up for
auction this year. There is no admission price, and families are always welcome
and kids are invited to participate in our kids only raffle. Hors d’oeuvres and
refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there!
We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and
businesses to help make the evening a success. Please consider helping us in the
following ways:
Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped toys for a
kids only raffle during the auction. We are also looking for a few volunteers
to help work behind the scenes the evening of the event.
Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in with your small group
or ministry group to donate a themed basket or auction item. It could be
anything from a spa gift basket to food items (jams, jellies, baked goods), to a
family movie night basket. Or maybe perhaps a party theme basket, gardening
or quilting basket, or even a date night basket for busy parents.
Businesses: If you own or work at a local business please consider
donating an item or service from your business such as a gift card to your
restaurant or store, a consultation by a professional, or a donation of
landscaping, snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc. It’s a great way to
support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron!
We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, March 15th.
Please sign up during coffee hour to help out with the auction. Thank you!
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† Where We Went to Church Last Sunday
Cathy & Bill Schrull were in Houston last weekend where they were part of the
leadership team for a Faith Alive
program at St. Martin's Episcopal in
Houston, Texas. This is the home
church of President George and
Barbara Bush.

Companions in Mission Conference
The annual Companions in Mission Conference will take place Saturday, March 7
at Trinity Episcopal Church in Tariffville. This year's theme is "Finding Jesus in the
least, the last, and in ourselves." The conference will include keynotes by the Rev.
Iana Ryan-Nicholas, Director of Community
Ministry, All Angels Episcopal Church in
New York and by Dr. Tioluwa Olokunde,
who will give witness about people of
mission as "vessels of honor in the Master's
hands." Visit companionsinmission.net for
more information. A PDF flier is available
for download. Click here to register.

“N

o distrust made him waver concerning
the promise of God … (he was) fully
convinced that God was able to do what he had
promised.” Are we striving to bring the same
faith to our spiritual and stewardship lives? The
idea of absolute trust in our Creator can be an
elusive idea to wrap our hearts and minds around!

† Good Stewardship Begins At Home: Our Home

P

lease remind all who use our home to be good stewards by turning off
lights, closing curtains, turning down thermostats, cleaning up after
themselves and locking doors when they are leaving, especially as cold
weather and dropping temperatures consume more energy.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things."
– Mark 8:33

J

esus reprimands Peter for not thinking in God’s terms. A
faithful steward spends some of their time trying to discern
God’s terms, so that they can act accordingly. What terms are you
thinking in?
Artwork: Finding the Focus © Jan L. Richardson
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† Transforming Saints of God
February 26th

Emily Malbone Morgan
Prophetic Witness, 1937

E

mily Malbone Morgan, with the support of Harriet
Hastings, was the founder of the Society of the
Companions of the Holy Cross (SCHC), in 1884. Begun as
an order of Episcopal laywomen rooted in disciplined
devotion, SCHC became a strong force for social justice
reform during the social gospel era around the turn of the
twentieth century.
Morgan was born on December 10, 1862, in Hartford,
Connecticut. Her family were prominent Hartford citizens
and her Anglican roots ran deep on both sides of her family.
She never married.
A primary inspiration for Morgan was her friendship with Adelyn Howard. Howard was
homebound and because of her confinement sought Morgan’s support for both spiritual
companionship and as a means by which she could offer intercessory prayer for others.
Meeting her friend’s need, Morgan called together a small group of women for prayer and
companionship. From that beginning, the Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross
came into being.
Morgan had a particular concern for working women who were tired and restless and
who had little hope for a vacation. In response, Morgan, with the help of a growing number
of her Companions, developed summer vacation houses across the northeast where working
women and their daughters could have some time away for physical and spiritual renewal
and refreshment.
In 1901, the Society established a permanent home in Byfield, Massachusetts. With the
construction of new facilities on the site in 1915, it took the name Adelynrood, which
continues to exist as the headquarters and retreat center of the Society. At present, SCHC
has thirty-one chapters with more than seven hundred Companions, lay and ordained
women, serving in six countries.
Emily Malbone Morgan, together with her sisters in the Society of the Companions of
the Holy Cross, lived a life of prayer and contemplation, rooted in the tradition, which led to
powerful personal and communal commitments to social justice particularly for women.

T

ake time out to experience
calm with other members
of the Danbury Deanery during
Lent. The Rev. Matt Calkins will lead a Saturday session focusing on Inner
Peace and Common Good on March 14th from 9 am to 2:30 pm at Christ
Episcopal Church in Redding.
Lent is a time for self-reflection and examination, as we prepare ourselves
for Holy Week and Easter. But we may also fruitfully consider how personal
salvation and transformation in Christ prepares us to participate in the mission
of God, the creation of a new community founded on love and justice (the
kingdom of God) even as “the present form of this world is passing away” (1
Corinthians 7:31). How do we gain the inner resources for this outward work?
This Quiet Day retreat will offer short exercise, interspersed with music and
time for reflection and journaling or drawing, drawn from these teachers.
Rev. Calkins, formerly rector of St Timothy’s in Fairfield and the co-founder
of the Anam Cara Center for Spiritual Life there, currently serves as the rector
of Grace Church, Millbrook, NY. See Deacon Carolyn Legg for more info.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Paper or Styrofoam

R

ecently it was reported in our Vestry minutes that paper coffee cups were costing
substantially more than Styrofoam.* I can only assume that, like me, the vestry
was shocked, simply shocked, to hear this. In fact I was so shocked that I decided to look at
some of the related issues.
Obviously the strongest objections to Styrofoam are that it doesn’t biodegrade naturally,
and is difficult to recycle:‡ both issues that arise after use. On the other hand it has a high
level of heat insulation making it almost ideal,
in use, for hot beverages. I may be more heatsensitive than most, but I nearly always need
two paper cups to avoid burning my fingers but
get far greater protection from a single
Styrofoam one. Unfortunately, in addition to
providing less thermal insulation, most paper
drinking cups are coated with either wax
(especially for cold drinks) or forms of plastic,
and this also makes recycling and
biodegradation quite difficult.† Note that in
both cases there are effective recycling
processes, but very few communities will
provide this service on a curbside basis, and few people live close enough to such a facility
(I could not find one anywhere in CT) to make this economically feasible.
Probably the worst problem with both these products (and similar ones such as plastic
water bottles) is the human one. All too few of us are good at cleaning up after ourselves,
and far too many of them don’t even make it into landfills but wind up as litter, often
ultimately finding their way into the ocean. Here they do degrade much more rapidly than
previously thought, releasing BPA and other toxins.§
There are, fortunately, some alternatives on the way: Starbucks and
Dunkin Donuts are starting to introduce recyclable cups made of either
polypropylene (that can also be reused). Recyclable and/or compostable
paper cups are also being developed. Both types will go through normal
curbside recycling in most communities, and that may help keep some of
them out of the litter stream.♦
My own preferred coffee hour solution is to bring my own (non-spill)
travel mug whenever feasible. Some churches I visit provide regular mugs
and I will gladly use one, and even take the time to clean it afterwards.
Failing that, if the paper or Styrofoam choice is offered I’ll take the
Styrofoam and if I’m feeling ambitious I’ll take it home and recycle it by
repurposing - perhaps to start some seeds .

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

†
‡
§

Styrofoam is actually a trade name for extruded polystyrene, most commonly used for insulation. The cups,
and many similar products are made from
expanded polystyrene, but this usage is
now so common I shall follow it here.
Retrieved 2/25/15 from Keen for Green.
Retrieved 2/25/15 from Earth911
Retrieved 2/25/15 from National
Geographic

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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(Continued on page 11)

♦

Retrieved 2/25/15 from Resources for Life and from Bloomberg.

A Word About Titles

LiveStream - We have been experimenting with streaming our 8 am services on
the internet recently. This has been well received and helpful to parishioners
unable to attend services because of weather or health conditions. It has also been
used by our “Snow Birds,” students away at collage and parishioners on vacation.
Why not introduce it to your friends who maybe looking for a church and don’t
know what to expect? In the future we hope to LiveStream baptisms and funerals
for family members and friends who can't travel long distances. The services can
be watched live or
later for up to three
weeks online. Just
click on the
LiveStream button
or tab on our
website for more
info.

Tuesday Ladies AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study has begun
studying 1 & 2 Thessalonians, weekly at 9:15 am.
The new believers in Thessalonica, despite maintaining
their faith in the face of persecution, misunderstood the
Second Coming of Christ. In response, the Apostle Paul
wrote to them, giving them instruction about the kinds of lives they should lead in
anticipation of Christ's return. For all Christians, Paul's teaching provides helpful guidance
on what it means to live the Christian life in the midst of the uncertainty of the world.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am. For
more info call or email, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

Looking for Memories!
We are in the process of compiling a book on St.
Paul’s parish, past and present – an historical
overview in celebration of our 230th anniversary.
If you have anything to share, we
are particularly looking for:
Wedding photos at St. Paul’s altar
Baptism photos at St. Paul’s font
Old news articles about St. Paul’s Church
Friendship Fair photos
Photos from any of our ministries and groups (past and present)
Family group photos (perhaps an update from those in our directory)
Comments: What St. Paul’s has meant to me…
Please send to Sandy Chaleski at srchaleski@comcast.net
Or phone Sandy at 203-730-2336 with any questions or comments.
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† The Strength of the Lord
by Steve Hemming

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13
“I CAN do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
“I can DO all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
“I can do ALL things through Christ who strengthens me.”
“I can do all THINGS through Christ who strengthens me.”

W

here we place the emphasis in this verse does not matter, for the results will
always be the same. It is the STRENGTH of the Lord that enables us, as
expressed in Psalm 18:32; “It is God who arms me with strength, and makes my way
perfect.” During challenging times, we do not have to try to muster our own might, for
God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). In the same chapter in
2nd Corinthians, Paul boasts in his weaknesses for he knows that true strength comes from
the Lord, for when he is weak, then he is strong in Him (verses 9-10). It is God who will
give us His strength in our
time of need; “Do not
fear, for I am with you;
Do not anxiously look
about you, for I am your
God. I will strengthen
you, surely I will help
you, Surely I will uphold
you with My righteous
right hand.” Isaiah
41:10. And we need to be
patient when desiring
God’s strength, for when
we wait upon the Lord,
He will renew our
strength, and we will
mount up with wings like
eagles, we will run and
not be weary; we will
walk and not faint (Isaiah
40:30-31).
Let us never forget it
is the Lord who is our
strength, and remember to give Him thanks and praise for all His manifold blessings; “The
LORD is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation; He is my God, and I will
praise Him; My father’s God, and I will exalt Him.” Exodus 15:2

The Sacristans for March are
Sue Balla, Linda Pendergast,
and Gail Winkley.
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Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about
their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact
Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen

† Happy Birthday to You!

A

rielle Zambello & Liam Connors celebrate today! Saturday
is the big day for David Lindsay, Deanne Hobson, Harlan
Jessup, Luisa Bernardo & Maria Beck. Patricia Jennings will be
blowing out candles on Monday. David Williams will be another
year older and wiser on Tuesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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This
food is
!
so good

St. Paul’s Health and Fitness Ministry
The Daniel Plan
Six week Group Study
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
rd
February 3 , Feb 10th, Feb 17th, Feb 24th, March 3rd & 10th
The Daniel Plan is a practical lifestyle program designed to
improve your health at every level. You’ll be taking this journey
one step at a time, with the support of others in the group, but
you will quickly discover that small changes equal big results.
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with
them.” (Matthew 18:20)
Over the six weeks, you’ll gather with friends to study the Five
Essentials of The Daniel Plan: Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus, and
Friends. We’ll conclude with a session on Living the Lifestyle,
which offers practical help on sustaining the healthy changes
you’ve made.
Session 1
Faith: Nurturing Your Soul
Session 2
Food: Enjoying God’s Abundance
Session 3
Fitness: Strengthening Your Body
Session 4
Focus: Renewing Your Mind

Session 5
Friends: Encouraging Each Other
Session 6
Living the Lifestyle
Come Join us!
Sign up with Mary Perry or Ken Perry
(Maryperry2@me.com) to order your
Daniel Plan Study Guide for $9.00
(scholarships available).
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† New Price for Sunday Memorial Altar Flowers

E

ffective in February, the cost of the Sunday memorial altar flowers will be $40 each.
The cost of the flowers, labor, and delivery has increased significantly, necessitating
this new pricing. If you have any questions or wish to "share" a Sunday with a parish
family, please contact Gail Winkley, at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. Gail
will be pleased to discuss any future flower memorials with you.
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The Footsteps of Paul &

John

Save the dates. Plans
are
being finalized for anoth
er
spectacular Biblical pil
grimage
& cruise on October 1631, 2015.
Istanbul, ancient Troy
, Ephesus,
Patmos, Santorini, Athe
ns,
Thessalonica, Philippi…
..
Click HERE for more
info.

Day 15: Thessalonica/Philippi/Kavala (October 30). We begin the day by
following the massive battlement Byzantine wall to the citadel for a panoramic
view of the city. Next, we will visit Philippi and Kavala. Kavala is Greece's
prettiest mainland port with a most elegant harbor. Paul landed here with his
disciples, Timothy and Silas. Luke, the Evangelist, also came here from Troas.
This ancient city of Neapolis was later renamed Christoupolis because it was
the first European city to accept Christianity. Imagine walking on the same
sod as these men of the Bible! We will see the Roman Aqueduct and the ruins of the Acropolis
in this beautifully located city, known since the 5th century as Kavala. Continue on to Philippi
where Paul preached his first evangelical sermon and baptized the first Christians on European
soil. We will view the baptismal site where Lydia surrendered her life to Christ and visit a crypt
dating from the Roman period that is thought to have served as a prison for Paul. See the
famous Acropolis, the Market Place, Basilica, and the Theatre. We return to Thessalonica and
visit St. Demetrius Basilica, dedicated to a distinguished member of the Roman army and a
martyred Christian convert, before returning to the hotel for our final night.
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† Artichoke Hummus
Directions:
Combine all ingredients in a food processor and pulse until smooth. Transfer to a bowl.
Chill and serve with mixed veggie sticks such
as celery, zucchini, snow peas, carrots and
peppers.
Ingredients:
1 15 ounce can chickpeas/garbanzo From the
beans
Daniel Plan
1 c. Artichoke hearts, drained and
Serves 8
chopped
(1/3 cup
2 Cloves fresh garlic, crushed
each)
2 T. Lemon juice
1 T. Olive oil
Click here to
1 T. water
submit your
1 T. sesame tahini
favorite
Ground black pepper and salt to
recipe.
taste

† Save the Date

St. Paul's Women's
Retreat with all
new Women of the
Bible with Anita
Gutschick and
Joanne Hagemeyer
is coming June 5-6,
2015

† “Get Thee Behind Me, Satan”
Between 1886-94
Tissot, James Jacques Joseph,1836-1902

J
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acques Joseph Tissot, who became known as James Tissot by 1854, was a French
painter and illustrator. He became famous as a genre painter of fashionably dressed
women shown in various scenes
of everyday life. A devout
Catholic, Tissot's mother
instilled pious devotion in the
future artist. In 1885, Tissot
experienced a re-conversion to
Catholicism, which led him to
spend the rest of his life
illustrating the Bible. His series
of 365 gouache (opaque
watercolor) illustrations showing
the life of Christ were shown to
critical acclaim and were bought
by the Brooklyn Museum in
1900. For them he was awarded
the Légion d'honneur.

TUTORS NEEDED
Tutors, tutors, calling ALL tutors! Afterschool and summer tutors needed for
elementary age, middle school, and high
school students at various partner locations!
Have an hour or two a week? Please
consider investing in a young person’s
education. To volunteer for any of these
opportunities, or for more information, let us
hear from you at
volunteer@jerichopartnership.org.
GOOD SAMARITAN NEEDS
* We are in need of evening volunteers at
Discipleship House at assist with
transportation of
residents, helping
prepare for evening
programming, and
just hanging out with
the guys. To learn
more, call us at 203748-4764 ext. 204
and speak to Gabe.
* Would you like to
be a mentor to a Discipleship House
resident? Please call Gabe (contact
information above) and we will give you
information on how to serve in this capacity.
It’s an hour commitment each week and
provides a good bridge in helping prepare
our men for success after GSM.

PRAYER REQUESTS
* Please pray for protection for all of the
visitors to our day center. Many of them
still have to brave the cold at various points
of the day. Pray for the Lord’s protection
for them.
* Please pray for the growth in the
residents of Discipleship House, that they
would continue to grow in the Lord and be
transformed into His image.
* Please pray for peace, strength and
discernment for GSM staff and volunteers as
we seek to always do what is pleasing in His
sight.

T

hank you to all the wonderful people who have volunteered or
made donations to Jericho's food and clothing pantry.
St. Paul’s has the 2nd Saturday of every month to staff the food and
clothing pantry. So, our next volunteer date is this Saturday, March 14th
from 10 - 11:30 am.
Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are interested in volunteering,
donating or have questions - ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731.
Wish List Items for Pantry: reusable grocery bags, bags of beans,
bags of rice, spam, deodorant, soap.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

T

The God of Abraham Praise
Take My Life, and Let it Be
Blessed Assurance
Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said

The Hymn Born in a Synagogue

he roots of early Christian worship grew in the soil of the first-century Jewish
synagogue service. In Scripture and psalm, in sermon and prayer, the gathered
community celebrated what God had done - and anticipated God’s mighty acts yet to come.
In light of this, the well-known hymn “The God of Abraham Praise”
offers a glimpse of history.
Thomas Olivers (1725–
1799), the hymn’s author,
Want to listen in to what we’ll
was born in Wales and
be
singing on Sunday at 10:30?
orphaned at age four.
Apprenticed early to a
Or do you want to listen to a song
shoemaker, he grew to
from last week once more?
adulthood a wild, rootless
man.
You can listen on Spotify by clicking
In his mid-twenties,
here:
St. Paul's 10:30 Service
however, Olivers was
converted through the
This week’s worship music includes: :
preaching of George
Lord I Need
Whitefield. Soon after, he
You, I Love
became an evangelist with John
Wesley. Olivers spent more than
Your
twenty years - and 100,000 miles - as
Presence, All
an itinerant preacher. Later, he became co-editor of
My Heart is
Wesley’s Arminian Magazine.
Yours, You
In the Great Synagogue
Are God, &
Tradition tells us that on a Friday evening
Call Me
in 1770, Olivers attended Sabbath worship
Home
at the Great Synagogue, Duke’s Place,
London. There, as the “Yigdal” (traditional
Hebrew doxology) was sung by cantor Meyer Lyon (d. 1796), Olivers was
so moved that he approached the operatic vocalist personally. In the mideighteenth century, cantors had begun to use musical notations,
especially for new and popular compositions, and Lyon graciously
provided Olivers with his tune (Leoni).
The Methodist preacher then adapted the text of the Jewish doxology
(which was based on the Thirteen Articles of Faith stated by famous
Jewish philosopher Moses Maimonides in the twelfth century). The
opening word, yigdal (Hebrew for “may He be magnified”), inspired
Olivers’s free rendering. The resulting work, “A Hymn to the God of
Abraham,” was printed in leaflets and found instant approval in the
churches.

Two in Harmony

Later years brought trials to the two men. Olivers, in 1789,
was dismissed from the press by Wesley, and he retired in
London. Lyon had to resign after singing in Handel’s “Messiah”; later he became reader in
the Kingston, Jamaica, synagogue.
Jewish-Christian relations over the centuries have been often problematic, sometimes
tragic. But today the singing of “Yigdal” in the synagogue, and “The God of Abraham
Praise” in the churches, invites the memory of two who were in harmony as they sought to
praise the Lord of All.
Copyright © 1991 Dr. James D. Smith III, Christianity Today/Christian History magazine.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
A Call to Radical Faith
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
n our opening lesson God appears to Abram and enters into covenant with him,
promising to make him an ancestor to multitudes. Abram is now a changed person.
He will henceforth be called Abraham, and his wife Sarai will now be called Sarah. The
covenant is to be an everlasting covenant made not only with Abraham and Sarah, but with
all generations which issue from them. The Hebrew people will come to see this covenant
as the originating source of their own identity, and Christians will find an example of saving
faith in Abraham’s response to God’s promise.
Psalm 22:22-30
Mark 8:31-38
A song of praise to the Lord, who rules over all and cares
for the downtrodden.
Just exactly how do we
Romans 4:13-25
In this reading Paul explains that the new relationship with
lose our life so that we
God is open to everyone who follows in Abraham’s faith. This
means that righteousness before God comes through God’s free
get it back? The key is
gift and the response of faith - not because of obedience to the
to not skip over the
law. This was first true in the case of Abraham, who trusted in
God’s promise before the law even existed. Now it is true for
crucial qualification:
all who have faith and so show themselves to be among
Abraham’s descendants from many nations.
"for my sake, and for
Mark 8:31-38
In our gospel passage Jesus teaches his disciples of the true
the sake of the gospel."
nature of the ministry of the Son of Man and what it means to
follow in his way. Peter has just previously stated his belief
that Jesus is the Christ. But now he is called Satan because he tempts Jesus with human
ideas rather than God’s. Peter needs to understand that, as the Son of Man, Jesus’ mission
leads through suffering and death before resurrection. Disciples must also learn that the true
self and true life are found by those who let themselves be lost for the sake of Jesus and the
gospel.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

G

od's covenants are always, always merciful. To replay
all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of
others and such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part
of our hearts for all time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
…..St. David’s, Gales Ferry; St. James’, Glastonbury; St. Luke’s, Glastonbury;
Christ Church, Greenwich.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Prison ministry and prison chaplains; the ECCT Faith Behind Bars network.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla,
Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee
Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Turkey; the people of the Republic of Burundi; and our sister and brother
members of the Anglican Catholic Church.
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Loas, for seven Christian families who have been labeled “non-citizens” because they
refuse to deny their faith.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily
Bread Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections for the month of March.
…..Christian Counseling Center of Greater Danbury which
works with people who have experienced traumatic events
in their lives.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of
cancer.
…..21 Holy Martyrs of Libya, pray for us that we may
share in your grace in our own time and place.
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages
of Parkinson's. Please pray for healing and relief from pain.
…..Becky, peace and healing.
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog.
…..Clear Holy-Spirit-guided ministry vision for the Jericho Partnership.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
40 Days of Jesus in the
Desert
40 illustrations drawn on
Lent by illustrator Si Smith put
into a Lent Movie following
Jesus' Journey into the
Wilderness - Forty days with
Jesus in the desert. The
soundtrack is Revive's hug.
This video also shows the
temptations of Jesus in His last
days in the desert.
22

March Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!
March 1st
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Doug Melody
Acolyte: Lauren Melody
Lector: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Pam Szen
Psalm 22:22-30 Romans 4:13-25
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Denise McCormack / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 22:22-30 Romans 4:13-25
March 8th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Doug Melody
Acolyte: Rachel Melody
Lector: Exodus 20:1-17 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Pam Szen
Lay Reader: Mike Kirner
Psalm 19 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Exodus 20:1-17 Rose Barrett
Intercessor: Lisa Richardson
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Psalm 19 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
March 15th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Numbers 21:4-9 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 Ephesians 2:1-10

March 15th
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Denise McCormack /
Christine Domareck
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Numbers 21:4-9 Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 Ephesians 2:1-10
March 22nd
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Sarah Shepley
Lector: Jeremiah 31:31-34 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Pam Szen
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 51:1-13 Hebrews 5:5-10
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & David Williams
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Jeremiah 31:31-34 Connie Williams
Intercessor: Lisa Richardson
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 51:1-13 Hebrews 5:5-10
March 29th
Palm Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: John & Joyce Sarver
Acolyte: Erinn O’Hara
Lector: Isaiah 50:4-9a Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Lay Reader: Mike Kirner
Psalm 31:9-16 Philippians 2:5-11
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & David Williams
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Isaiah 50:4-9a Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Connie Williams
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Psalm 31:9-16 Philippians 2:5-11
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March 2015

Sun

1

Mon

2 Lent

2

8:00 AM Traditional

Eucharist
9::30 AM Rector’s Forum
10:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary
Eucharist
2:30 PM Juniors
4:00 PM Youth Group

8

Tue

3 Lent

8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist
9::30 AM Rector’s Forum
10:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary
Eucharist

10:00 AM Christian

Caring

7:00 PM Stephen Ministry

4 Lent

Fri

Sat

6

7

4

5

9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 AM Holy
Eucharist I & Healing

7:30 PM Mission
Committee

7:00 PM The Daniel Plan

6:30 PM Soup Supper

7:30 PM Property
Committee

7:15 PM Lenten Series

9

10

7:00 PM Staff Meeting

9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

7:30 PM Vestry Meeting

Thu

3

7:00 PM The Daniel Plan

11
10:00 AM Holy
Eucharist I & Healing
6:30 PM Soup Supper

12

14

1:00 PM Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 PM Music Night

10:00 AM PraiseMoves
10:00 AM Jericho Food &
Clothing Pantry
11:00 AM House of Prayer

18

19

8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist
9::30 AM Rector’s Forum
10:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary
Eucharist
4:00 PM Youth Group

7:00 PM Stephen Ministry

9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 AM Holy
Eucharist II & Healing

7:00 PM Healing Team

22

23

24

7:00 PM Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist
9::30 AM Rector’s Forum
10:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary
Eucharist
4:00 PM Youth Group

11:00 AM House of Prayer
Youth Group
Monadnock Retreat

13

17

Healing Sunday

10:00 AM PraiseMoves
Youth Group
Monadnock Retreat

7:30 PM Music Night

16

5 Lent

7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:15 PM Lenten Series

Youth Group
Monadnock Retreat

15

Wed

7:00 PM Men’s Bible
Study

6:30 PM Soup Supper

St. Joseph

20

7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 PM Music Night

9:00 AM Vestry Retreat

7:15 PM Lenten Series

6:30 PM Deanery
Meeting, Bridgewater

11:00 AM House of Prayer

25
26
The Annunciation
7:30 PM Music Night
10:00 AM Holy
Eucharist II & Healing
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27

28
7:30 AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10:00 AM PraiseMoves

6:30 PM Soup Supper

11:00 AM St. Paul’s
Quilters

7:15 PM Lenten Series

11:00 AM House of Prayer
4:00 PM Youth Group
Auction

29

Palm
30
Sunday Monday in Holy Week

8:00 AM Traditional
Eucharist
9::30 AM Rector’s Forum
10:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary
Eucharist
4:00 PM Youth Group

24

7:00 PM Men’s Bible
Study

31

Tuesday in Holy Week
9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

7:30 PM Tenebrae

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

#SelfieWithTheFather or
#SelfieWithTheCamel?

H

ere’s yet
another
variation on the
#SelfieWithTheFather
theme. This one
qualifies are a
#MirrorSelfieWithThe
Father and as
“SelfieWithTheFather
MyFather

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chaleski, Laurie DoBosh,
Christine Domareck, Steve Hemming,
Carolyn Legg, Bill Loring, Diane
Loring, Heather Melody, Beth Miller,
Patrick O’Connors, Ken Perry, Mary
Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Heidi Pinheiro,
Debi Pomeroy, Bill Schrull, Joe
Shepley, Sarah
Shepley, Tara
Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen &
Gail Winkley.

25

