Transforming
Lives Through
Jesus Christ

Sword Points
www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com

March 5, 2015

(203) 775-9587

† We Need One Another More Than Ever
"Encourage one another and build each other up."
(1 Thessalonians 5:11)
Dear Friends,

O

ur mission to The Netherlands was a great success. Thank you so much for your
prayers. Pictured with us is Pastor David van der M. and family. David was assigned
as my translator, and as I spoke, he
stood right by my side, following my
lead in Dutch.
A minister in the Reformed tradition,
David is currently planting a church in
downtown Amsterdam. He and I
compared notes on the similar
challenges we face in an increasingly
secularized culture, and we have made
a plan to talk regularly through Skype
for mutual encouragement and
strategy sharing.
New England has much in common
with Holland. Both are seeing
traditional church attendance fade, yet
the people, especially the youth,
search more than ever for meaning, and often pursue empty choices in their desire to fill the
hole in the soul.
A new day is dawning for God's church in the West, and the challenges are significant,
demanding new vision, perseverance and faith. A fresh direction from God's Holy Spirit is
upon the remnant in every land now. As we come together across denominational and
cultural lines, God's mission rises with new hope. Those of us committed to the Gospel of
Christ need one another more than ever, so let's encourage one another and build each other
up.
Faithfully,

Fr. Joe wrote an article for the Danbury
News-Times "Forum On Faith" section
to be published on Saturday, Match 7th.

"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not
be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." Joshua 1:9

Postponement of Men's Bible Study!
ue to the weather-related postponements of the last few weeks, as
well as schedule conflicts that have arisen over the next few weeks,
we will officially begin our study on Monday, March 16th, at 7 pm in Crocker
Hall. In the meantime, please read through Deuteronomy in preparation for
the start of Joshua. If you are in need of a study guide, please contact Beth
Miller in the parish office (bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com). As Joshua is a
book about preparation, strategy and vision, may these weeks ahead allow us
to gather focus in anticipation of our beginning together as men seeking God's
will for our lives, families, and communities.

D

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Mar 5

Fri, Mar 6
Sat, Mar 7

Sun, Mar 8

Mon, Mar 9
Tue, Mar 10
Wed, Mar 11
Thu, Mar 12
Sat, Mar 14

Sun, Mar 15
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- 7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
- 6:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
- 7:00 pm
7:30 pm
- 9:15 am
7:00 pm
- 10:00 am
6:30 pm
- 1:00 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Youth Group leaves for Monadnock Bible Center Retreat
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

-

Traditional Eucharist
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Staff Meeting
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
The Daniel Plan, Guild Room
Holy Eucharist I & Healing
Soup Supper & Lenten Series, Crocker Hall
Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Jericho Partnership Food & Clothing Pantry, Danbury
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Third Sunday in Lent

Fourth Sunday in Lent
-

Traditional Eucharist
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Youth Group

Sunday School Is Collecting Candy!!
St. Paul's annual Easter egg hunt will take place on Saturday, April 4th from 10-11:30 am. All children, grade 5
and younger, are invited to come participate in a morning filled with egg-hunting, candy-eating, lesson-listening
and craft-making. Older siblings and students in middle and high school are invited to come help us with the
event. For the next few weeks, we will be collecting bags of individually wrapped candy. Donation baskets will
be placed at the back of the church and in the Sunday School hallway. We are also in need of one volunteer to
coordinate a special Easter snack for the egg hunters and their families to enjoy. Please contact Nicole O'Connors
at nmoconnors@gmail.com if you would like to help. Thank you so much in advance for your support.
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O

n Saturday, March 28th St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction
to raise funds for our summer mission trip to Boston. And you are
invited! Last years auction included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie
night gift basket, tickets to a local concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a
jewelry store, and more! We expect to have just as many fantastic items up for
auction this year. There is no admission price, and families are always welcome
and kids are invited to participate in our kids only raffle. Hors d’oeuvres and
refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there!
We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and
businesses to help make the evening a success. Please consider helping us in the
following ways:
Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped toys for a
kids only raffle during the auction. We are also looking for a few volunteers
to help work behind the scenes the evening of the event.
Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in with your small group
or ministry group to donate a themed basket or auction item. It could be
anything from a spa gift basket to food items (jams, jellies, baked goods), to a
family movie night basket. Or maybe perhaps a party theme basket,
gardening or quilting basket, or even a date night basket for busy parents.
Businesses: If you own or work at a local business please consider
donating an item or service from your business such as a gift card to your
restaurant or store, a consultation by a professional, or a donation of
landscaping, snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc. It’s a great way to
support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron!
We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, March 15th.
Please sign up during coffee hour to help out with the auction. Thank you!
4

A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

W

hat do I want? What do I need?
How do I feel about this? In our
everyday lives we usually focus on ourselves
and our personal desires, without thinking
about how they will affect those around us.
Our comfort and security is important;
however, as we trust God to take care our of
needs, we can begin to shift our focus from our
self to others. In fact, as children we were
taught that the Christian life is about J.O.Y:
Jesus, Others, and You. In fact, God
commands us to place Him first in our lives,
followed by our colleagues, friends, family,
and strangers, and then ourselves. If we
follow this rule, we satisfy our personal needs
by putting them in God’s hands, while we
spend our time reaching out to others with God’s love. All in all, touching a person’s life
with a kind word or a smile is the greatest joy and satisfaction of all.
Philippians 2:3
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others
above yourselves.
Joshua 1:9
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go."
Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions
at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“You shall not carve idols for yourselves in the shape of
anything…”
– Exodus 20:4

H

ow many “gods” do you put before God? “Idols” do not
always take the shape of physical things, things we can
touch and feel. Those are easy to recognize. Many times they take
the form of things we cannot touch and are much harder to spot pride, power, ego, comfort or health.

As a service to our
readers we provide
this song to help
you remember to
“Spring Ahead” this
weekend. Click on
the clock below if
you desire musical
accompaniment.
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C

harlotte Rae Brennen was born on Monday February 23rd at
5:01 pm. 7 lbs 8 oz 19 inches. We will see you all in a
week or so. Thank you for all your prayers.
Sincerely, LeAnna Brennen

Our Daily Bread - Our Daily Bread
for March, April & May is now available
on the table in the back of the church.
Our Daily Bread contains a scripture
verse and meditation for each day.

† Easter Memorials
There are envelopes on the back table for anyone wishing to have
flowers in the church for Easter Sunday in memory of loved ones and
friends. All names will be listed in the Easter bulletin and are due by
Palm Sunday, March 29th. Any questions may be directed to Gail
Winkley at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. Thank you!

Passover Seder

T

he Chaplain Service of CT invites you
to attend a Passover Seder on Thursday, April 9 at 2 Stony Hill Rd., Bethel (lower
level). The Seder will begin at 6:00 pm and end
by 8:30 pm. Rabbi Jon Haddon will lead the
Seder. Please RSVP by March 12, 2015, for we
have much to plan and prepare for the Seder.
Richard Mozer at chaplainservicect@gmail.com.

† Lenten Series Tackles the 10 Commandments

E

ach Wednesday in Lent parishioners gather to watch a fantastic evangelistic
series based on the Ten Commandments called Just 10. It will equip you to
communicate the relevance of God’s laws of love in
a way people can relate to today. Author, speaker,
and evangelist J. John creatively brings to life God’s
Ten Commandments in a fresh and dynamic way.
Join us on Wednesdays in March for dinner at 6:30
followed by the program at 7 pm. If you missed the
first two weeks, you can watch Week 1 and
Week 2 by clicking on their links.

A

"Bring Your Own Bowl Soup Supper" beginning at 6:30
pm will precede each Lenten Series meeting. If you plan
to attend the series, please sign up on the clip board at the back of
the church. Thanks everyone and hope to see you there!
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† Mission in a Minute

J

ericho’s Spring Street Ministry has grown tremendously over the past two
years and is evolving into a full-scale Neighborhood Center offering diverse
services and ministry to the families living on the seven neighboring streets.
The Food & Clothing Pantry is one of the services the Spring Street Ministry
offers to the Neighborhood. The pantry is part of The Danbury Food
Collaborative (DFC) and is supported by many congregations, including St.
Paul’s.
Last fall, at St. Paul’s Jericho Day of Caring, we saw the need for volunteers at
the Pantry. Currently our monthly volunteer group staffs the pantry the second
Saturday of every month from 10:00 - 11:30am (the pantry hours). It takes at least 10
people to run the pantry properly and we have been able to step up to the challenge.
Additionally, St. Paul’s has also approved a
donation of $100 a month, which will go towards
buying fresh and healthy food.
Noticing that many children accompanied their
parents to the food pantry we have started collecting
new and gently used children’s books. The children
can pick from the library and a volunteer reads to
them as their parents shop. The book is then gifted
so the child can begin their own library. Studies
show that children who own books are more likely
to get out of poverty.
For those of you who are unaware, we have set
up a collection bin in Crocker Hall where you can
donate items to the Jericho Food and Clothing Pantry. We are currently collecting winter
clothing, children’s books, toilet paper, dish soap and reusable grocery bags. The pantry is
also currently in need of free standing shelving.
Please consider donating or volunteering, as a family, with a friend or by yourself. I
promise you will leave there blessed. Please contact Laurie DoBosh – ldobosh@tcco.com
or 203-610-9731 for more details or to get on the email chain, or look for monthly updates
in Sword Points.
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven" - Matthew 5:16

Looking for Memories!
We are in the process of compiling a book on St.
Paul’s parish, past and present – an historical
overview in celebration of our 230th anniversary.
If you have anything to share, we
are particularly looking for:
Wedding photos at St. Paul’s altar
Baptism photos at St. Paul’s font
Old news articles about St. Paul’s Church
Friendship Fair photos
Photos from any of our ministries and groups (past and present)
Family group photos (perhaps an update from those in our directory)
Comments: What St. Paul’s has meant to me…
Please send to Sandy Chaleski at srchaleski@comcast.net
Or phone Sandy at 203-730-2336 with any questions or comments.
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† Where We Went to Church Last Sunday
This is a photo of St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Eustis, Florida (northwest of
Orlando) where we attend while we are here. It is
a warm welcoming church like St. Paul's. And,
Father John Lipscomb is a great hugger also. Next
best thing to being home. Hope to be back at St
Paul's by Easter.
Until then,
John & Gail Crisalli

Companions in Mission Conference
The annual Companions in Mission Conference will take place Saturday, March 7
at Trinity Episcopal Church in Tariffville. This year's theme is "Finding Jesus in the
least, the last, and in ourselves." The conference will include keynotes by the Rev.
Iana Ryan-Nicholas, Director of Community
Ministry, All Angels Episcopal Church in
New York and by Dr. Tioluwa Olokunde,
who will give witness about people of
mission as "vessels of honor in the Master's
hands." Visit companionsinmission.net for
more information. A PDF flier is available
for download. Click here to register.

N

ot only as part of the Penitential Order, used often
during Lent, but in Sunday’s Old Testament lesson, are
the Ten Commandments outlined. Even as we remember and
honor those mandates, we look toward Maundy Thursday and
Jesus’ offering not only Himself, but of a new Covenant - that we
should “love one another as He has loved us.” If we seriously
commit to making this love and respect an integral part of our
daily lives, we have our spiritual/stewardship work cut out for us
indeed!

† Good Stewardship Begins At Home: Our Home

P

lease remind all who use our home to be good stewards by turning off
lights, closing curtains, turning down thermostats, cleaning up after
themselves and locking doors when they are leaving, especially as cold
weather and dropping temperatures consume more energy.
9

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about
their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact
Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen

† Happy Birthday to You!

T

im McManus celebrates today! Friday is the big day
for Vito Barbieri & Stephan Gerhard. Throw a
party on Saturday for Jane Castaldo, Julianne Allen, Larry
Wanzer & Marge Gruneberg. Alyssa Allen, Jim Beck &
Spencer Mannion will be blowing out candles on Sunday.
Ben Chaleski, Diane
Mott & Helena
Pinto will be
expecting your card
on Tuesday. Have a
blessed day
everyone!
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† The Consequence of His Disobedience
by Steve Hemming

“There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.” Proverbs 14:12

T

hroughout the Bible, there are numerous testimonies of men and women of faith that
will encourage us in our walk with the Lord. Alternatively, there are other
examples of those who tried to succeed by living independently of God that serve to warn us
of impending danger if we choose to follow in their same path of destruction. Such
was the life of King Saul.
Chosen by God and anointed by the prophet Samuel
as the first king of Israel, it didn’t take long for Saul to
stumble. There is a recurring verse spoken in the book
of 1 Samuel by the people to Saul that may shed some
light as to the root cause for his downfall; “Do whatever
seems good to you” (11:10, 14:36, 40). While he did
occasionally seek the Lord, Saul more often acted upon
his own perceptions of the various situations he faced.
Isaiah 5:21 warns us of the perils of such selfcentered thinking; “Woe to those who are wise in
their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!”
The “straw that broke the camel’s back” for the
Lord with regards to Saul came when through Samuel, He
commanded him to utterly destroy Amalek (1 Samuel 15:3), and Saul disobeyed
the voice of the Lord by sparing the Amalekite king Agag, and the choice livestock. God
rejected him as king, and lamented “I greatly regret that I have set up Saul as king, for he
has turned back from following Me, and has not performed my commandments” (15:11).
After being forsaken by God as king, Saul’s life proceeded in a rapid downward spiral.
The subject headings in the ensuing chapters of 1 Samuel depict how things went
progressively from bad to worse:
A Distressing Spirit Troubles Saul - Chapter 16
Saul Resents David - Chapter 18
Saul Persecutes David - Chapter 19
Saul Murders the Priests - Chapter 22
Saul Consults a Medium - Chapter 28
The Tragic End of Saul and His Sons - Chapter 31
How could Saul, once a mighty man of power, whom the Lord had instructed Samuel to
anoint as commander over His people Israel, continually stumble to the point where he
eventually took his own life? One word - disobedience; for Samuel spoke these words to
Saul in 1 Samuel 15:22-23; “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed
than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected
you from being king.” Sadly, by his own confession, Saul failed and sinned against God
because rather than fearing God and obeying His voice, he feared the people and obeyed
their voice (1 Samuel 15:24).
There is significant wisdom can we glean from the tragic life of King Saul. In many
respects, we can live a victorious life by essentially doing the direct opposite of what Saul
did, by observing the following:
Obey God - Deuteronomy 10:12-13, 13:4, John 14:15, John 15:14
Fear God - Proverbs 1:7, Job 28:28, Psalm 111:10, Proverbs 9:10, Proverbs 15:33
Do Not Fear Man - Proverbs 29:25, Palm 118:8, Luke 12:4, John 12:43
Do Not Be Wise in Your Own Eyes - Proverbs 3:7, Roman 12:16, Proverbs 26:12
Wait on the Lord - Psalm 27:14, Psalm 40:1, Psalm 130:5, Lamentations 3:36
Humble Yourself Before God - Psalm 51:16-17, James 4:6 & 10, 1 Peter 5:5-6
Flee from Idolatry - 1 Corinthians 10:14, 1 Thessalonians 5:22, 1 John 5:21
“He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but
to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8
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† This Date in Church History
March 5th

Thomas Prince and America's 1st Religious Journal

C

hristianity is a historical religion. It is not just that Christianity has a history, but
Christianity recognizes that history is a record of God's works in time. Both the Old
and the New Testament Scriptures are full of history, and Christians throughout the
centuries have written histories to record God's dealings with men. In America, the first
religious journal published was The Christian History, first printed by Thomas Prince on
this day, March 5, 1743.
Thomas, born in Sandwich, Massachusetts in 1687, became a
Congregational minister. After spending two years ministering in the West
Indies and England, he returned to Massachusetts and became co-pastor of
Boston's Old South Church, where he remained until his death forty years
later. Thomas and his wife were active in the Puritan social life of Boston.
In the 1740s, Thomas was a strong supporter of the revival movement
known as the Great Awakening. He invited the English evangelist George
Whitefield to preach in Boston and became a leading "New Light," cheering
on the revival.
Thomas also saw the importance of history to the present. In 1736, he had
written a chronological history of New England based on over 1,500 works he
had collected. In 1743 he established The Christian History to report on the
revivals sweeping America and Europe. He hoped this would encourage
enthusiasm for the things of Christ. He asked pastors to communicate their experiences to
him.
One who wrote to him was Jonathan Edwards, who described changes taking place in
Northampton: "There has been vastly more religion kept up in the town, among all sorts of
persons, in religious exercises, and in common conversation, than used to be before: there
has remain'd a more general seriousness and decency in attending the publick worship; there
has been a very great alteration among the youth of the town, with respect to revelling,
frolicking, profane and unclean conversation, and lewd songs: instances of fornication have
been very rare: there has also been a great alteration amongst both old and young with
respect to tavern-haunting. I suppose the town has been in no measure so free of vice in
these respects, for any long time together, for this sixty years, as it has been this nine years
past. There has also been an evident alteration with respect to a charitable spirit to the
poor."
The Christian History ran only two years. However, Thomas Prince was so influential
that Prince Street and Princeton, Massachusetts were named after him. Francis Asbury,
famed Methodist bishop, described reading the work with profit.

March 14, 2015
9:30 to 2:00 PM
Christ Church Redding, CT

A

re you feeling overwhelmed with all the snow and cold weather?
We invite you to forget it for a while and to spend some quiet time with members of the
Danbury Deanery and leave refreshed and renewed. The Rev. Matt Cauklins and his musical
friend will offer words and music of calm and peace to help us to reflect on what is really
important during this time of Lent.
Lent is a time to examine ourselves and to decide what we need to change to more
effectively follow our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This quiet day will help us refocus on what
is important in our lives dedicated to the Christ.
Please email Carolyn at: sealeg@sbcglobal.net or call 203-788-3638 if you plan to attend.
Gift of $20 to pay The Rev. Caulkins, musician and lunch
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† Can You Give Me A Lift?

H

earts to Hands Ministry is in the transportation business! We coordinate one-time
rides and ongoing transportation schedules for parishioners in need. Would you
consider joining our team, our database of parishioners willing
to help someone get to an appointment or a therapy class?
When a need arises, we will put out the date, time and other
details of the situation to our database of drivers to see who is
available to provide
coverage. Please contact
Nicole O'Connors at
nmoconnors@gmail.com
if you are willing to help.
Thank you!

Tuesday Ladies AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study has begun
studying 1 & 2 Thessalonians, weekly at 9:15 am.
The new believers in Thessalonica, despite maintaining
their faith in the face of persecution, misunderstood the
Second Coming of Christ. In response, the Apostle Paul
wrote to them, giving them instruction about the kinds of lives they should lead in
anticipation of Christ's return. For all Christians, Paul's teaching provides helpful guidance
on what it means to live the Christian life in the midst of the uncertainty of the world.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am. For
more info call or email, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
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A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The
non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
14

A Word About
Titles with streaming our 8 am
† Scholarly
Speaking
LiveStream - We have been
successfully
experimenting
services on this winter. This hasPaper
been well
received and helpful to parishioners
or Styrofoam
unable to attend services because of weather or health conditions. It has been used
ecently it was reported in our Vestry minutes that paper coffee cups were costing
by our “Snow
Birds,”
students
away at collage,
on vacation
andvestry
former
substantially
more
than Styrofoam.*
I can parishioners
only assume that,
like me, the
members
who
haveshocked,
moved away.
introduce
to yourthat
friends
whotomay
beat
was
shocked,
simply
to hearWhy
this. not
In fact
I was so itshocked
I decided
look
some
of the
issues.
looking
forrelated
a church
and don’t know what to expect? In addition to services this
Obviously
objections
to Styrofoam
are that it doesn’t
biodegrade
naturally,
weekend
we the
willstrongest
LiveStream
PraiseMoves
for participants
who can’t
physically
be
and is difficult to recycle:‡ both issues that arise after use. On the other hand it has a high
there and to introduce the program to interested newcomers. In the future we
level of heat insulation making it almost ideal, in use, for hot beverages. I may be more heat
hope to LiveStream
our
April
25th Confirmation
service
and future
baptisms
-sensitive
than most, but
eing
developed.
Both types will
go through
normal
curbsideand
recycling
communities,
and that
maywho
help can't
keep some
them
out of the The
litter
funerals in
formost
family
members and
friends
traveloflong
distances.
stream.♦
services can be
My own preferred coffee hour solution is to bring my own (non-spill) travel mug
watched live or later
whenever feasible. Some churches I visit provide regular mugs and I will gladly use one,
up to three
weeks
and even take the time to clean it afterwardsFailing that, if the paper for
or Styrofoam
choice
is
offered I’ll take the Styrofoam and if I’m feeling ambitious I’ll take itonline.
home and
Justrecycle
click on
it
by repurposing - perhaps to start some seeds .
the LiveStream
*
button
or tab The
on cups,
our
Styrofoam is actually a trade name for extruded polystyrene, most commonly used
for insulation.
and many similar products are made from expanded polystyrene, but this usagewebsite
is now so common
I shall
for
more
follow it here.
info.

R

Tuesday Ladies AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study has begun studying 1 & 2 Thessalonians,
weekly at 9:15 am. The new believers in Thessalonica, despite maintaining their
faith in the face of persecution, misunderstood the Second Coming of Christ. In response,
the Apostle Paul wrote to them, giving them instruction about the kinds of lives they should
lead in anticipation of Christ's return. For all Christians, Paul's teaching provides helpful
guidance on what it means to live the Christian life in the midst of the uncertainty of the
world.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am. For
more info call or email, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $20.
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SPoints SportS
Extra

J

oe Shepley competed in the Ivy League
Championships last weekend, emerging as
the fastest freshman among the eight Ivy schools
in the 50 and 100 freestyle. Also, Joe was "the
anchor" (final swimmer) of a 400 freestyle relay
for the Columbia Lions that broke the school
record. Congratulations, Joe!

V

enus Okwuka and the Wooster School Varsity Girls
Basketball Team won the HVAL Tournament
Championship! Wooster defeated Marvelwood 55-40. This was the
fourth consecutive HVAL Tournament Championship for the Lady
Generals!
In addition to winning their fourth consecutive HVAL
Tournament Championship, Wooster School's Varsity Girls
Basketball team has been selected to compete in the prestigious
New England Preparatory School Athletic Council Tournament.
Wooster is the #1 seed and has a bye into the semi-final round. The
Generals will host the winner of the quarterfinal game between #4
seeded Providence Country Day School and #5 seeded Marvelwood
School on Saturday, March 7 at 12:00 pm in the Forever Young
Gymnasium on the Wooster School
campus. The winner will advance to the
championships to be held on Sunday,
March 8, at 10:30 am at Loomis
Chaffee School. Congratulations Venus
and Go Generals!
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St. Paul’s Health and Fitness Ministry
The Daniel Plan
Six week Group Study
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
Thru March 10th
The Daniel Plan is a practical lifestyle program designed to improve your
health at every level. You’ll be taking this journey one step at a time, with
the support of others in the group, but you will quickly discover that small
changes equal big results.
Sign up with Mary Perry or Ken Perry (Maryperry2@me.com).
Each week more and more
parishioners are bringing in their
own coffee mugs. Last week Mary
Perry proudly showed off her new
“Pray, Coffee, Repeat” mug!
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† Grilled Fish with Spicy Raw Slaw
Directions:
Brush halibut with olive oil, sprinkle with
salt & pepper. Grill on a
Ingredients:
hot grill or grill pan until
1 lb. halibut or hearty white fish
flaky, about 8 minutes on
1 tsp. EVOO
each side. In a separate
Dash of salt & pepper
bowl, combine nut butter,
2 c. purple or green cabbage,
rice wine vinegar, cayenne
shredded
and lime juice. Toss with
1 c. carrots, shredded
cabbage and carrots.
2 T. organic smooth almond or other Serve fish on top of spicy
nut butter
slaw.
2 tsp. rice wine vinegar
Serves 3
½ tsp. cayenne pepper
Juice of 1 lime
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

† Save the Date

St. Paul's Women's
Retreat with all
new Women of the
Bible with Anita
Gutschick and
Joanne Hagemeyer
is coming June 5-6,
2015

† Jesus' Cleansing of the Temple
1508-1519
Relief sculpture, painted screen sculpture in the
niches in the north transept
The foundation stone of Amiens Cathedral in
France was laid in 1220 and the nave was
completed by 1236. By 1269, only the tops of the
towers remained unfinished.
This quick completion gave Amiens Cathedral
an unusual harmony of style, one of its most
celebrated characteristics. It is pure High Gothic,
little influenced by later architectural fads. The
only subsequent change to the cathedral's
appearance was the completion of the west facade
with the addition of two unequal towers, the south
one in 1366 and the north one in 1402.
These polychrome reliefs of Jesus Cleansing the
Temple were donated in 1523 by Jean Wytz and are
on the west wall of the north transept.

18

The Footsteps of Paul &

John

Save the dates. Plans
are
being finalized for anoth
er
spectacular Biblical pil
grimage
& cruise on October 1631, 2015.
Istanbul, ancient Troy
, Ephesus,
Patmos, Santorini, Athe
ns,
Thessalonica, Philippi…
..
Click HERE for more
info.

Day 15: Thessalonica/Philippi/Kavala (October 30). We begin the day by following the massive
battlement Byzantine wall to the citadel for a panoramic view of the city. Next, we will visit
Philippi and Kavala. Kavala is Greece's prettiest mainland port with a most elegant harbor. Paul
landed here with his disciples, Timothy and Silas. Luke, the Evangelist, also came here from
Troas. This ancient city of Neapolis was later renamed Christoupolis because it was the first
European city to accept Christianity. Imagine walking on the same sod as these men of the
Bible! We will see the Roman Aqueduct and the ruins of the Acropolis in this beautifully
located city, known since the 5th century as Kavala. Continue on to Philippi where Paul
preached his first evangelical sermon and baptized the first Christians on European soil. We will
view the baptismal site where Lydia surrendered her life to Christ and visit a crypt dating from
the Roman period that is thought to have served as a prison for Paul. See the famous
Acropolis, the Market Place, Basilica, and the Theatre. We return to Thessalonica and visit St.
Demetrius Basilica, dedicated to a distinguished member of the Roman army and a martyred
Christian convert, before returning to the hotel for our final night.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Communion Hymn
Communion Hymn
Closing Hymn

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Before Thy Throne, O God, We Kneel
Just As I Am Without One Plea
Rock of Ages Cleft for Me
Breathe on Me, Breath of God
Praise to the Living Lord

Breathe on Me, Breath of God

T

he simplicity of this profound hymn belies the education and knowledge of its
author, Edwin Hatch (1835-1889).
Educated at Pembroke College, Oxford, Hatch ministered in an Anglican parish in the
slums of east London before accepting a position at
Want to listen in to what we’ll
Trinity College in Toronto where he
taught classics. After serving as Rector
be singing on Sunday at 10:30?
of Quebec High School, he returned to
Or do you want to listen to a song
Oxford to become the vice-principal of
from last week once more?
St. Mary’s Hall, and took several posts
including the Bampton Lecturer, Reader
You can listen on Spotify by clicking
in Ecclesiastical History, and the Hibbert
Lecturer.
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service
Hatch was recognized as an authority
on the early church as a result of his
This week’s worship music includes: :
Bampton Lectures, “On the Organization
You Are
of Early Christian Churches,” which
God,
were acknowledged by a leading continental scholar on
Nothing
this topic and translated into German.
Without
In spite of Hatch’s scholarship, his one remaining
You,
hymn reflects both a profound simplicity and a deep
Nothing But
knowledge of Scripture. Our hymn draws largely from
John 20:21-22, following John’s account of the
the Blood, &
Resurrection, for its inspiration: “Jesus said to them
Your Great
again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
Name
even, so send I you.’ And when he had said this, he
breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit.’” (RSV) This passage in John correlates with Genesis 2:7 where “the LORD God
formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living being.” The author invokes the Holy Spirit to come into his life and
transform it. Using the first-person perspective throughout the hymn adds to the hymn’s
power as the singer seeks the breath of God (Genesis 2:7) as a source for renewal.
British hymnologist J.R. Watson notes that the hymn “was given the title of ‘Spiritus
Dei’ [Spirit of God], thus linking the image of ‘breath’ with that of the Holy Spirit (as in the
Greek, where the same word is used for ‘spirit’ and ‘breath.’” Mr. Watson also finds echoes
of John 3:3-8, especially verses 5-7: “Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to
you, ‘You must be born anew.’”
Summarizing the message of the hymn, Mr. Watson suggests that the breath of God
“brings new life and love, purity and obedience, surrender and inspiration, and finally
eternal life, as the hymn moves through various stages of Christian experience and
discipline towards a unity with God.”
The hymn was first published by Hatch in Between Doubt and Prayer (1878), a
privately printed volume. Henry Allon included it in the hymnal, The Congregational
Psalmist in 1886. Hatch’s widow then published this hymn posthumously in Towards
Fields of Light: Sacred Poems (1890).
Dr. Hawn is professor of sacred music at Perkins School of Theology.
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TUTORS NEEDED
Tutors, tutors, calling ALL tutors! Afterschool and summer tutors needed for
elementary age, middle school, and high
school students at various partner locations!
Have an hour or two a week? Please
consider investing in a young person’s
education. To volunteer for any of these
opportunities, or for more information, let us
hear from you at
volunteer@jerichopartnership.org.
GOOD SAMARITAN NEEDS
* We are in need of evening volunteers at
Discipleship House at assist with
transportation of
residents, helping
prepare for evening
programming, and
just hanging out with
the guys. To learn
more, call us at 203748-4764 ext. 204
and speak to Gabe.
* Would you like to
be a mentor to a Discipleship House
resident? Please call Gabe (contact
information above) and we will give you
information on how to serve in this capacity.
It’s an hour commitment each week and
provides a good bridge in helping prepare
our men for success after GSM.

PRAYER REQUESTS
* Please pray for protection for all of the
visitors to our day center. Many of them
still have to brave the cold at various points
of the day. Pray for the Lord’s protection
for them.
* Please pray for the growth in the
residents of Discipleship House, that they
would continue to grow in the Lord and be
transformed into His image.
* Please pray for peace, strength and
discernment for GSM staff and volunteers as
we seek to always do what is pleasing in His
sight.

T

hank you to all the wonderful people who have volunteered or
made donations to Jericho's food and clothing pantry.
St. Paul’s has the 2nd Saturday of every month to staff the food and
clothing pantry. So, our next volunteer date is this Saturday, March 14th
from 10 - 11:30 am.
Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are interested in volunteering,
donating or have questions - ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731.
Wish List Items for Pantry: reusable grocery bags, bags of beans,
bags of rice, spam, deodorant, soap.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Cleansed and Restored
Exodus 20:1-17
In our first lesson Moses gives the people the ten commandments that God spoke to him
on Mount Sinai. These precepts are at the heart of Israel’s law or Torah, and form the basis
of the covenant with God established through Moses. The first four commandments
prescribe Israel’s relationship with God. Those which follow require fundamental
responsibilities in human relationships.
Psalm 19
John 2:13-22
A hymn which glorifies the Creator God, with special
praise for the law and a prayer for avoidance of sin.
Just as Jews continue to
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
In this epistle Paul directs the Corinthians’ attention to
read the Passover in the first
God’s way of using what is weak and lowly - even what the
world regards as foolish - to accomplish God’s purposes.
person plural, present tense; I
Paul emphasizes this understanding because a number of
these new Christians had come to think of themselves as
wonder how this passage
especially gifted and wise. Yet the cross has shown God
would sound to us if we read
active in the world in a manner surprising both to the Jews’
expectation of powerful signs and to the Greek’s desire for
this as Jesus' cleansing our
worldly wisdom.
John 2:13-22
places of worship today? Are
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ cleansing of the
Jerusalem temple of its commercial activities, and his
there any habits we might
prediction that his body will become the new temple. The
have fallen into which are
fourth evangelist places this incident very early in Jesus’
ministry. It signifies the need to cleanse religious practices of
insulting God?
corrupting influences and to put in their place a new form of
worship. In the future Christians will worship God by sharing
together in the risen life of Christ.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

F

ollow the Leader. Which leader are you
following? To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.
Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others
and such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our
hearts for all time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
…..St. Barnabas’, Greenwich; Christ Church; Guilford; St. John’s, Guilford.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..The Connecticut Episcopal Clergy Association (ConnECA), clergy
peer groups, and the Clergy Family Assistance Program.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of the United States of America; the people of the Republic
of Chile; and our sister and brother members of the Anglican Province of
America.
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of
advancing ISIS forces. Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the
world to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Qatar, that wealthy Qataris will recognize the vanity of earthly riches and receive
Christ’s gift of eternal life.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry,
Praise Report:
which is the recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March.
…..Jericho Partnership’s Spring Street ministry, that it continues to grow and
We prayed for a girl having surgery
transform the lives it touches.
for a growth on her ovary. The
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
…..Villarrica Volcano in southern Chile explosion and the safety of the 3,000 surgery went great and the tumor was
people living in the area.
benign.
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages of Parkinson's.
Please pray for healing and relief from pain.
We prayed for a girl looking for a
…..Becky, peace and healing.
rental for her business. Within two
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog.
weeks she found the perfect place.
…..Clear Holy-Spirit-guided ministry vision for the Jericho Partnership.
…..Courts of justice and give unto them the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, that they may discern the truth.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Small Pleasures
(Μικρές Χαρές)
Once upon a time in a country
far far away a boy lived, very
different from all the others. His
name was Eftichis. Everything
ran smoothly in his life until one
day, many many years ago an
incident made him see life from a
different perspective. And
suddenly, a big secret was
revealed.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

#SelfieWithTheFather or
#SelfieWithTheCamel?

H

ere’s yet
another
variation on the
#SelfieWithTheFather
theme. This one
qualifies are a
#MirrorSelfieWithThe
Father and as
“SelfieWithTheFather
MyFather

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett,
Sandy Chaleski, Gail
Crisalli, Laurie DoBosh, Christine
Domareck, Steve Hemming,
Carolyn Legg, Bill Loring, Diane
Loring, Heather Melody, Beth
Miller, Patrick O’Connors, Ken
Perry, Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson,
Debi Pomeroy, Bill Schrull, Joe
Shepley, Sarah Shepley, Tara
Shepley,
David
Szen, Pam
Szen &
Gail
Winkley.
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