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† God's Warmth, Light and Living Water
He sends his word and melts them; he stirs up his breezes, and the waters
flow.

(Psalm 147:18)

Dear Friends,

W

e are anticipating spring, a time when plants and trees deepen their
roots. As the seasons change, the dancing light around us expands,
the ground thaws, and new life occurs. From a spiritual perspective, the
outward manifestation of a world in renewal speaks to the promise before the
human soul, where, by God's grace, we can bask in God's glow and deepen
inwardly, even following a cold hard journey.
If the inner soil within you needs softening, yield to the One who holds the
power to transform, and may God's warmth, light and living water in Christ
flow through your life, bringing growth and new beginnings.
In Whose light we see light (Psalm
36:9),

Are you interested in confirming
your Christian faith and
membership in St. Paul's? A class
is forming to prepare candidates
for Holy Confirmation occurring
on Saturday, April 25th, at 3pm.
Please speak with Fr. Joe or
Deacon Carolyn if interested, or
if you have any questions.

Click HERE for a link to Fr. Joe’s
article in the Danbury News-Times
"Forum On Faith" section Saturday,
March 7th.

We Start
y!
on Monda

"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not
be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." Joshua 1:9

Men's Bible Study Starts on Monday!
inally! We will officially begin our study this coming Monday,
March 16th, at 7 pm in Crocker Hall. In the meantime, please read
through Deuteronomy in preparation for the start of Joshua. If you are in
need of a study guide, please contact Beth Miller in the parish office
(bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com). As Joshua is a book about preparation,
strategy and vision, use this time before the study starts to gather focus in
anticipation of our beginning together as men seeking God's will for our
lives, families, and communities.

F

Due to the
inclement weather
of the last few
months, with
Sunday attendance
directly affected,
our first financial
quarter giving is
down significantly.
May we be faithful
in our giving
commitments to
the Lord.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Mar 12
Sat, Mar 14

Sun, Mar 15

Mon, Mar 16
Tue, Mar 17
Wed, Mar 18
Thu, Mar 19

Sat, Mar 21

Sun, Mar 22
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- 1:00 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
- 7:00 pm
7:00 pm
- 9:15 am
7:30 pm
- 10:00 am
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
9:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Jericho Partnership Food & Clothing Pantry, Danbury
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

-

Traditional Eucharist
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Youth Group
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
The Daniel Plan, Guild Room
Holy Eucharist II & Healing
Soup Supper & Lenten Series, Crocker Hall
St. Joseph
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Vestry Retreat, Oratory of the Little Way
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Fourth Sunday in Lent

-

Fifth Sunday in Lent
-

Traditional Eucharist
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Eucharist
Youth Group

A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

O

ften our most important prayers are the ones that seemingly go unanswered. We
might think that the plan that God has in store for us will immediately take hold in
our lives, but God knows the perfect timing. When our payers are not answered right away,
inevitably, we feel that He has forsaken us, causing us to doubt our future opportunities or
circumstances that we once believed were close enough to touch. However, nothing can
ever separate us from God and his mysterious ways. If it is God’s plan for our lives, He
will ensure that our future hopes will take root, no matter how long it takes. Thus, let us
always hold onto the
reassurance that the
covenants that God makes
with us are eternal, and
nothing can stand in the
way.

Congratulations
to Sword Points
columnist Sarah
Shepley who
will join the
class of 2018 at
Phillips Exeter
Academy next
year! Everyone
at St. Paul’s is
very proud of
you.

Romans 8:38-39
I am sure that neither
death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor
things to come, nor powers,
nor height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us
from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
Isaiah 46:10
Only I can tell you the
future before it even
happens. Everything I plan
will come to pass, for I do
whatever I wish.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions
at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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O

n Saturday, March 28th St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction
to raise funds for our summer mission trip to Boston. And you are
invited! Last years auction included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie
night gift basket, tickets to a local concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a
jewelry store, and more! We expect to have just as many fantastic items up for
auction this year. There is no admission price, and families are always welcome
and kids are invited to participate in our kids only raffle. Hors d’oeuvres and
refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there!
We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and
businesses to help make the evening a success. Please consider helping us in the
following ways:
Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped toys for a
kids only raffle during the auction. We are also looking for a few volunteers
to help work behind the scenes the evening of the event.
Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in with your small group
or ministry group to donate a themed basket or auction item. It could be
anything from a spa gift basket to food items (jams, jellies, baked goods), to a
family movie night basket. Or maybe perhaps a party theme basket, gardening
or quilting basket, or even a date night basket for busy parents.
Businesses: If you own or work at a local business please consider
donating an item or service from your business such as a gift card to your
restaurant or store, a consultation by a professional, or a donation of
landscaping, snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc. It’s a great way to
support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron!
We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, March 15th.
Please sign up during coffee hour to help out with the auction. Thank you!
4

Monadnock Bible Center Retreat - 2015
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D

uring the week of March 15, the international community marks the fourth
anniversary of the conflict in Syria. Since the outbreak of civil war in 2011, 9.5
million Syrians have been displaced from their homes - and of those, 3.7 million have fled
to neighboring countries.
The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society has been engaged in the ministry of
welcoming immigrants and refugees for more than a century, walking with refugees and
immigrants as they begin their new lives in our communities. Through the combined efforts
of the Office of Government Relations and Episcopal Migration Ministries, the Domestic
and Foreign Missionary Society helps Episcopalians support and welcome Syrian refugees
today. One way to do that is through the “#Share the Journey” campaign on social media.
On September 13, 2013, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori addressed the
conflict in Syria, saying: “The death and violence that have been wrought on the Syrian
people are a humanitarian tragedy of the first order. … The
Episcopal Church and its people continue to pray for the people of
Syria, of all religious traditions and none, and we call on the world
to help find responses that will result in more abundant life for
every citizen of that nation.” Read the entirety of the Presiding
Bishop’s comments on Syria.
The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society’s Office of
Government Relations together with Episcopal Migration
Ministries offer a variety of ways for individuals and congregations
to share the journey with displaced Syrians: learn more about the
crisis; listen to their stories; advocate on behalf of Syrian refugees;
hold a Sunday forum or youth discussion group; partner in refugee
resettlement. For details, please visit http://
www.episcopalmigrationministries.org.
“Congregations and individual Episcopalians have important roles to play in welcoming
refugees to our communities,” said Allison Duvall, manager for Church Relations and
Engagement for Episcopal Migration Ministries. “Providing financial and material support
for newly arriving refugees is critical, but far more important is the personal, relational
aspect of resettlement ministry. In the end, it comes down to community, to friendships, to
knowing and welcoming our newest neighbors, to hearing their stories and to being in
relationship.”
To find out more about more about becoming part of the ministry of welcoming, please
contact Allison Duvall, aduvall@episcopalchurch.org.
Prayer for Syria
By Episcopal Migration Ministries
od our strength and our redeemer,
We ask for your loving presence and for your peace to be with the people of Syria,
of all religious traditions and of none. Be with those in positions of leadership, that their
decisions may hasten peace and bring an end to violence. Be with those who are in fear for
their safety and their lives. Be with those who have lost their homes, livelihoods, and loved
ones. Give them strength and courage.
And be with us, as we listen and discern your call to us. Equip us and empower us to be
witnesses to your love as advocates and as servants, as ministers of welcome and of hope
for Syrians and all those displaced by war and violence.
In your Holy name we pray, Amen.

G
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† Transforming Stewardship
“For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son…”
- John 3:16

O

f all the wonderful gifts that God has
given to us, the gift of His own Son is
truly the greatest. How can we ever thank God
for a gift like that? God does not ask us to
sacrifice our own precious firstborn, but He
does ask that we be generous in making some
sacrifices for Him.

† Easter Memorials
There are envelopes on the back table for anyone
wishing to have flowers in the church for Easter
Sunday in memory of loved ones and friends. All
names will be listed in the Easter bulletin and are
due by Palm Sunday, March 29th. Any questions
may be directed to Gail Winkley at 203-775-3343 or
gailwinkley@yahoo.com. Thank you!

Passover Seder

T

he Chaplain Service of CT invites you to
attend a Passover Seder on Thursday, April
9 at 2 Stony Hill Rd., Bethel (lower level). The
Seder will begin at 6:00 pm and end by 8:30 pm.
Rabbi Jon Haddon will lead the Seder. Please
RSVP by March 12, 2015, for we have much to
plan and prepare for the Seder.
Richard Mozer at chaplainservicect@gmail.com.

† Lenten Series Tackles the 10 Commandments

E

ach Wednesday in Lent parishioners gather to watch a fantastic evangelistic
series based on the Ten Commandments called Just 10. It will equip you to
communicate the relevance of God’s laws of love in
a way people can relate to today. Author, speaker,
and evangelist J. John creatively brings to life God’s
Ten Commandments in a fresh and dynamic way.
Join us on Wednesdays in March for dinner at 6:30
followed by the program at 7 pm. If you missed the
first two weeks, you can watch Week 1, Week 2
and Week 3 by clicking on their links.

A

"Bring Your Own Bowl Soup Supper" beginning at 6:30
pm will precede each Lenten Series meeting. If you plan
to attend the series, please sign up on the clip board at the back of
the church. Thanks everyone and hope to see you there!
7

† Transforming Saints of God
March 12th

Gregory the Great
Bishop of Rome, 604

O

nly two Popes, Leo I and Gregory I, have been given
the popular title of “the Great.” Both served in the
difficult times of the barbarian invasions of Italy. Gregory
also knew the horrors of “plague, pestilence, and famine.” He
was born of a patrician family about 540, and became Prefect
of Rome in 573. Shortly thereafter he retired to a monastic
life in a community which he founded in his ancestral home
on the Coelian Hill. Pope Pelagius II made him Ambassador
to Constantinople in 579, where he learned much about the
larger affairs of the Church. Not long after his return home,
Pope Pelagius died of the plague, and in 590 Gregory was
elected as his successor.
Gregory’s pontificate was one of strenuous activity. He organized the defense of Rome
against the attacks of the Lombards, and fed its populace from papal granaries in Sicily. In
this as in other matters, he administered “the patrimony of St. Peter” with energy and
efficiency. His ordering of the Church’s liturgy and chant has molded the spirituality of the
Western Church until the present day. Though unoriginal in theology, his writings provided
succeeding generations with basic texts, especially the Pastoral Care, a classic on the work
of the ministry.
In the midst of all his cares and duties, Gregory prepared and fostered the evangelizing
mission to the Anglo-Saxons under Augustine and other monks from his own monastery.
The Venerable Bede justly called Gregory the Apostle of the English.
Gregory died on March 12, 604, and was buried in St. Peter’s basilica. His life was a
true witness to the title he assumed for his office: “Servant of the servants of God.”

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

Looking for Memories!
We are in the process of compiling a book on St.
Paul’s parish, past and present – an historical
overview in celebration of our 230th anniversary.
If you have anything to share, we
are particularly looking for:
Wedding photos at St. Paul’s altar
Baptism photos at St. Paul’s font
Old news articles about St. Paul’s Church
Friendship Fair photos
Photos from any of our ministries and groups (past and present)
Family group photos (perhaps an update from those in our directory)
Comments: What St. Paul’s has meant to me…
Please send to Sandy Chaleski at srchaleski@comcast.net
Or phone Sandy at 203-730-2336 with any questions or comments.
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“L

ive as children of light - for
the fruit of the light is
found in everything that is good and
true. Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord.” Prayer, study, giving
graciously, following the Lord’s
model of service to others - all these
are ways we can begin to live as
“children of light.” Try it in the days
ahead!

Bridgewater

Sunday School Is Collecting Candy!!
St. Paul's annual Easter egg hunt will take place on Saturday, April 4th from 10-11:30 am. All children, grade 5
and younger, are invited to come participate in a morning filled with egg-hunting, candy-eating, lesson-listening
and craft-making. Older siblings and students in middle and high school are invited to come help us with the
event. For the next few weeks, we will be collecting bags of individually wrapped candy. Donation baskets will
be placed at the back of the church and in the Sunday School hallway. We are also in need of one volunteer to
coordinate a special Easter snack for the egg hunters and their families to enjoy. Please contact Nicole O'Connors
at nmoconnors@gmail.com if you would like to help. Thank you so much in advance for your support.

9

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about
their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact
Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen

† Happy Birthday to You!

J

oan Kirner celebrates Sunday! Monday is the big day
for Kathi Brown, Marie Williams & Roy Cofone.
Laurie DoBosh & Elaine Skewis will be blowing out candles on
Tuesday. Kenneth Brown & Sandy Chaleski will be another
year older and wiser on Wednesday. Have a blessed day
everyone!

E

† Dorothy Day Ministry

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s
turn to cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day
Hospitality House in Danbury. Please consider helping
out in this vital ministry. Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or
Don Winkley for more info.

May the Peace of the Creator burn
in your Heart.
As this candle is carried from one
site to another,
the flame of spiritual love and
healing continues to light
the way for those who seek to
know the truth.
Take this light with you that it may
light the way to
love and healing. Watch as it travels from one place
to another and in so doing it embraces our
world with hope.
Peace, Love and Light!
This is candle is a gift to the parish of St. Paul's
from my Native American Friend, Myrna.
- Carolyn Legg
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† Vestry Meeting
February 11th

Opening: David Williams opened the
meeting with prayer at 7:30 pm. The new
members were introduced and David gave an
introduction as to how the Vestry conducts
business. Mary Perry did a Bible study on
Isaiah 43:18-19, not getting stuck in the past,
but look at right now and into the future to
embrace what new things God has in store
for us. David Williams gave his testimony,
how he was raised a strong Roman Catholic,
fell away and though he was married in the
church they were not practicing their faith
until time for his first daughter to go to
preschool. They tried many churches finally
going to an Episcopal Church were
they felt at home. David answered
an altar call and gave his life to
Christ. The January minutes were
approved as circulated.

traffic to bring him
together with people he
would have missed. God is
in all we do. Fr. Shepley has written an
article for the News Times Forum on Faith
which will be in the paper Saturday, March
7th. He and Tara will be going on a mission
trip to Amsterdam to speak at a conference
from Feb. 22nd through March 2nd.
Old Business: David Williams reported for
the Building Committee: the floor in the
Parish Hall will be repaired, the dishwasher
is being looked at. Phase I should be

Treasurer’s Report: Expenses
in January exceeded income by
$8,613 partly due to high winter
costs for utilities. Endowments are down
$11,000 after paying back loan for Parish
Hall renovations of $57,000.

complete in March. Phase II has a $200,000
to $250,000 wish list. Verdi Construction
cannot do Phase II for us; the committee is
looking for a new General Contractor. They
Committee Reports: Pam Szen reported
hope to start construction after church school
there will be training of new acolytes, many ends in the spring, completing by the end of
new ushers have been trained, there will be a summer. The Policies and Procedure
meeting soon. There will be a Jericho
Manual is in process, a rough draft will be
workday coming up. The pancake supper is sent out soon for review.
th
coming up on Tuesday, February 17 thanks
to Mary & Ken Perry for their help.
New Business: Welcome to the new Vestry
Jericho’s Good Samaritan Mission shelter
members. All are encouraged to get
will be the recipient of the funds from the
involved in the life of the Parish. Looking
pancake supper. Dorothy Crocker reported
forward to working together, remember
the Hearts to Hands Ministry has been active attendance is important, please come as often
providing meals and transportation when
as possible. There will be a Vestry Retreat at
requested. Mary Perry reports that Prayer
The Oratory of the Little Way in New
and Stephen Ministries teams are
Milford March 21st from 9 am to 3 pm at
participating in continuing education. Also
which time the Vestry will get their Vestry
the Daniel Plan has had 25 active
binders and chose their areas of
participants.
responsibility. Many people have remarked
on the struggle with the doors to the Parish
Rector’s Report: Fr. Shepley stated that
Hall. The Property Committee is looking
he loves Vestry meetings and is grateful to
into easier closers for the doors. The Men’s
all the members. He is prayerfully spending Bible study on Joshua will begin on March
1/3 of his time in prayer. He sees a vision
16th. There will be a soup supper and Lenten
for us of renewing the temple to reach the
study on the Ten Commandments
world for Christ. The Memorial Garden
Wednesdays in Lent.
committee met to compliment the renewal of
the building with a renewal of the garden.
Closing: The meeting was closed with
We have new ministries and studies to renew prayer at 9:10 pm by Lois Hunt.
our bodies, minds and spirits for total
Respectfully submitted,
wellness. Fr. Shepley spoke of God’s
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry
blessings and how God used timing and
11

† Scholarly Speaking
Mediæval Liturgy and Modern Devotion

I

n his preface to the first (1549) Book of Common Prayer* Cranmer offers a rationale
for the form of the Book (and especially Morning and Evening Prayer) as compared to
the Breviary Offices which it replaced. His primary concern is to create a simpler form of
service with a more consistent reading of the Psalms and other Scriptures and, of course, in
a language that the people could understand.
He notes, as items needing correction, that over the preceding centuries the Offices had
been cluttered with “uncertain stories, Legends, Responds, Verses, vain repetitions,
Commemorations, and Synodals.”
Not surprisingly, after more than four and a half centuries, some of these terms have
become obscure, but we can still identify most of them and see what value they might
present today. The first two both seem to refer to the stories about
saints that are found in the Breviaries and often lack any connection to
identifiable facts. As examples, the Office for St. Andrew includes a
fairly lengthy account of his death including the popular but late
tradition that he refused to die on a ‘regular’ cross, and that for St.
Nicholas informs us that even as an infant he refused to nurse on the
traditional fasting days of Wednesday and Friday. I admit that I find
such stories interesting in the context of devotional reading, but a poor
substitute for the Bible itself.
Responds (also called Responsaries) are a particularly complicated
form of anthem, sung† to an elaborate chant, in which the choir repeats
all or part of a passage (usually
from Scripture) after one or more soloists sing a
series of verses (again, usually Scriptural). See the
box for a text example or click here and scroll to
page 56 to see both the music and the rules for
performance. While the texts as such would not
usually have upset Cranmer, the combination of
(vain) repetitions and complicated performance
would not have fit his general program of simplification. He did encourage the use of
anthems “in Quires and places where they sing”,‡ and he might not have objected to their
use in this context. In any case some of these could be useful in that way today in addition
to providing material for personal prayer.
Verses” probably refers to the antiphons that were sung before and after psalms and
canticles. These were nearly always short
and, depending on the occasion, would
either be based on the text of the psalm
itself - thus emphasizing a theme in the
psalm - or else chosen to reflect the day or
season (here§ we have an example from
Advent) being observed - providing a link
between the Offices and the Eucharistic
proper. Certainly the rules sometimes made it difficult to find what antiphon should be used
when, and their sheer number would have been an obstacle to his desire to put all the
material for the regular services in just one book (besides the Bible). Our own Prayer Book
does permit the use of such antiphons (p. 141) for those who wish to take the trouble to look
them up.
One feature the old Breviaries was a series of
o you have a question you
Commemorations recited at the end of the Lauds and
would like answered by our Vespers, Morning and Evening Offices. These
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
comprised an Antiphon (sung without any Psalm), a
verse and response, and a Collect. These were largely
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
seasonal, and were apparently rejected primarily for
historical or other inquiries to:
(Continued on page 13)
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D
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(Continued from page 12)

Mediæval Liturgy & Modern Devotion

simplicity, but the Collects after the Collect of the Day at Morning and Evening Prayer are
probably a simplified version of these. As with the Responds they do provide a reminder of
(inter alia) the Incarnation, the Holy Cross. The Resurrection, and the Saints, that might
enrich one’s own devotional life.
Finally we come to “Synodals.” Synod is the traditional term for a gathering such as a
Diocesan Convention, and in this context the term probably refers to a prayer or other
devotion established by the synod of a particular
diocese♦ but the Dictionary also notes that it might
mean the public recitation of a synod’s decrees or
constitutions. In the former case these would counter
the Archbishop’s desire for a uniform liturgy
throughout England although bishops and dioceses
continue to claim the right to set forth various forms
of prayer. In the latter case they certainly would
appear to be an interruption to the service, but could
also be an efficient way to publicize such decrees. In
this case I confess I don’t know what Cranmer is
talking about so I can’t even speculate on what value they might have today.
Those who are interested in seeing actual texts can find many of them online in Breviary
Offices, from Lauds to Compline Inclusive: Translated and Arranged from the Sarum Book.
An online edition in both Latin and English, and with music notation is also available
although still incomplete.

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*
†
‡
§

The entire text is reprinted in our present (1979) Prayer Book on pages 866-867, available online (look in the
“Historical Documents” section).
I use ‘sing/sung’ for material that was intended to be sung; in practice it might often simply be said.
Rubric following Morning and Evening Prayer in all editions of the English BCP.
Retrieved 3/12/15 from the Sarum Rite, ed. William Renwick for the Gregorian Institute of Canada

March 14, 2015
9:30 to 2:00 PM
Christ Church Redding, CT

A

re you feeling overwhelmed with all the snow and cold weather?
We invite you to forget it for a while and to spend some quiet time
with members of the Danbury
Deanery and leave refreshed and
renewed. The Rev. Matt Cauklins
and his musical friend will offer
words and music of calm and
peace to help us to reflect on what
is really important during this time
of Lent.
Lent is a time to examine
ourselves and to decide what we need to change to more effectively follow our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This quiet day will help us refocus on what is
important in our lives dedicated to the Christ.
Please email Carolyn at: sealeg@sbcglobal.net or call 203-788-3638 if you
plan to attend.
Gift of $20 to pay The Rev. Caulkins, musician and lunch
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A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The
non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
14

† Return to Me
by Steve Hemming

“I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return to
me, for I have redeemed you.”
Isaiah 44:22

G

od spoke the words above through the prophet Isaiah to His people, Israel. Isn’t it
absolutely amazing how fathomless our Father’s love truly is for us? And how He
yearns for us to turn from our sin, and turn our hearts back towards Him? The parable of
the prodigal son, which Jesus shared in Luke 15:11-32, has to be the most endearing
analogy of the love our Abba Father has for you and me, and His desire for us to return to
Him.
Throughout the entire Bible, God never gives up on His people. It is the greatest of all
love stories! For God desires that all repent and turn back to Him; “The Lord is not slack
concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing
that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9)
Here are just a few of many scriptures in the Bible that serve as a validation of God’s
love for us, and His desire for
the restoration of our
relationship with Him:
“Come now, and let us
reason together,” Says the
Lord, “Though your sins are
like scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they
are red like crimson, they
shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18
“For as the heavens are
high above the earth, so great
is His mercy toward those
who fear Him; As far as the
east is from the west, so far
has He removed our
transgressions from us.”
Psalm 103:11-12
“Repent therefore and be
converted, that your sins may
be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord” Acts
3:19
“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not
remember your sins. Put Me in remembrance; let us contend together; state your case, that
you may be acquitted.” Isaiah 43:25-26
“Therefore say to them, thus says the Lord of hosts:
“Return to Me,” says the Lord of hosts, “and I will
return to you,” says the Lord of hosts.” Zechariah 1:3
“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts,
you double-minded.” James 4:8
“Then I will give them a heart to know Me, that I am
the Lord; and they shall be My people, and I will be their
God, for they shall return to Me with their whole heart.”
Jeremiah 24:7
No matter how far or how long we have wandered
away from the Lord, He is like the father in the parable of
the prodigal son, who sees us from afar with compassion,
and eagerly awaits our return home. And He continually
calls out, “Return to Me.”
15

A Word
Titles
LiveStream
- We About
have been
successfully experimenting with streaming our 8 am
services on this winter. This has been well received and helpful to parishioners
unable to attend services because of weather or health conditions. It has been used
by our “Snow Birds,” students away at collage, parishioners on vacation and former
members who have moved away. Why not introduce it to your friends who may be
looking for a church and don’t know what to expect? In addition to services this
weekend we will LiveStream PraiseMoves for participants who can’t physically be
there and to introduce the program to interested newcomers. In the future we
hope to LiveStream our April 25th Confirmation service and future baptisms and
funerals for family members and friends who can't travel long distances. The
services can be
watched live or later
for up to three weeks
online. Just click on
the LiveStream
button or tab on our
website for more
info.

Tuesday Ladies AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study has begun studying 1 & 2 Thessalonians,
weekly at 9:15 am. The new believers in Thessalonica, despite maintaining their
faith in the face of persecution, misunderstood the Second Coming of Christ. In response,
the Apostle Paul wrote to them, giving them instruction about the kinds of lives they should
lead in anticipation of Christ's return. For all Christians, Paul's teaching provides helpful
guidance on what it means to live the Christian life in the midst of the uncertainty of the
world.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am. For
more info call or email, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $20.
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The Footsteps of Paul &

John

Save the dates. Plans
are
being finalized for anoth
er
spectacular Biblical pil
grimage
& cruise on October 1631, 2015.
Istanbul, ancient Troy
, Ephesus,
Patmos, Santorini, Athe
ns,
Thessalonica, Philippi…
..
Click HERE for more
info.

My Impressions of Turkey - by Angie Vik
We came to study the past but I am most intrigued with its present. Turkey has a pleasant
personality. Years have passed but it is not used up. It is old, but not tired, ancient yet alive.
It has a refreshing oldness, an ancient newness, a long history of wonder. Turkey is a simple
place: gentle, laid-back, uncluttered. A beautiful woman with no make-up. Time is slower
here. There is something in the spirit of this people and land that we lack in America. The
landscape is not a rugged, awesome, take your breath away kind of pretty. Rather it is quiet,
steady, soothing, and accessible. I enjoy the three-part harmony of land and sea and sky. It's
beauty transcends time, ideas, and the long line of people who have chosen to live here. We
explored broken stones that mark the passage of time. Though once awesome and
commanding, they are beautiful in their brokenness. Time means nothing to places like this.
The people are warm, polite, and hospitable. Unhurried. I sense a lack of stress. Back home, I
run on adrenaline. I haven't needed it here. I have pulled these impressions inside and I
suspect that my memories will one day call me back. This trip is a huge blessing and I'm
grateful to God and the people who made it possible. My cup is full and overflowing.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me
Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound
Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word

In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me

I

n 1843 poet Josiah Conder published his hymn "Tis Not I Did Choose Thee." Conder
used Jesus' Farewell Narratives from the Gospel of John to speak of God's choice of
humanity. This theological idea of prevenient grace
affirms that God chooses those who believe. Conder
used two primary symbols of stain and chosen in this
hymn to describe the condition of humanity. In the late
20th century many Protestant denominations took a new
interest in Conder's hymn. An Episcopal theologian,
Charles Philip Price, edited Conder's hymn and named it
"In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me." Price
successfully advocated for the inclusion of this hymn in
the Episcopal hymnal 1982. Twentieth century
philosopher, Paul Ricoeur, defines a symbol as a
spontaneous appropriation of a spiritual meaning read
on a literal object. The symbol reveals the bond
between holiness and
Want to listen in to what we’ll humanity. Ricoeur's
be singing on Sunday at 10:30? work on symbolism
our
Or do you want to listen to a song deepens
understanding of
from last week once more?
Conder's symbols.
Conder's stain reveals
You can listen on Spotify by clicking how lost people can
become while his symbol of chosen affirms that God
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service
reaches out through grace to humanity. That the
postmodern era shows fresh enthusiasm for Conder's hymn
This week’s worship music includes: :
Here I Am to "'Tis Not I Did Choose Thee" reveals a spiritual need in this
Worship, Oh era.
Born in 1789 in London, England, Conder was the son
Our Lord,
of an engraver and bookseller. He lost his right eye at age
Nothing But five, due to a bad small-pox vaccination. How-ever, his
The Blood,
native talents led him to be a successful author, editor and
All My
publisher. He edited The Eclectic Republic and The
Patriot, and wrote books on a wide variety of secular and
Heart Is
Yours, & For religious subjects. A mem-ber of the Congregationalist
denomination, his Congregational Hymn Book sold 90,000
You Alone
copies in its first seven years. He died in 1855.

† Save the Date
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St. Paul's Women's
Retreat with all
new Women of the
Bible with Anita
Gutschick and
Joanne Hagemeyer
is coming June 5-6,
2015

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

H

omeless people are on their feet all day, and the only pair of socks they
own are very likely to be threadbare. This year we are collecting socks
and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months.
Place donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

† Can You Give Me A Lift?

H

earts to Hands Ministry is in the transportation business! We coordinate one-time
rides and ongoing transportation schedules for parishioners in need. Would you
consider joining our team, our database of parishioners willing
to help someone get to an appointment or a therapy class?
When a need arises, we will put out the date, time and other
details of the situation to our database of drivers to see who is
available to provide
coverage. Please contact
Nicole O'Connors at
nmoconnors@gmail.com
if you are willing to help.
Thank you!

Tuesday Ladies AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying 1
& 2 Thessalonians, weekly at 9:15 am. The new
believers in Thessalonica, despite maintaining their faith in
the face of persecution, misunderstood the Second Coming
of Christ. In response, the Apostle Paul wrote to them,
giving them instruction about the kinds of lives they should lead in anticipation of Christ's
return. For all Christians, Paul's teaching provides helpful guidance on what it means to
live the Christian life in the midst of the uncertainty of the world.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am. For
more info call or email, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
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A poem by Joe Shepley submitted to the Columbia University Cross and Crown magazine.
Columbia’s motto:
In lumine Tuo videbimus lumen
“In Thy light we see the Light”
Psalm 36:9

Illuminated

Light is a message of hope
A beacon showing us the way
Through the mist and clouds
It drives our fears away
Light is taken for granted
For it surrounds us everyday
Except for when there’s none
Then to the true Light we pray
Light illuminates our night
Protecting us ‘til dawn
The Light shines in the Darkness
And the Darkness does not overcome

† Brazen Serpent
20th century
Fantoni, Giovanni

I

n Sunday’s Old Testament lesson
we read about God sending
poisonous serpents among the people,
and the people respond by repenting
their disobedience. Moses is instructed
by God to make a bronze serpent and
set it on a pole so that any who are
bitten may look upon this sign of God’s
faithfulness and live.
Atop Mount Nebo in Jordan today
commemorating the event is this
serpentine sculpture representing the
Old Testament story of the serpent on
the pole in Numbers 21:4-9 integrated
with the New Testament cross of Christ.
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Help support the mission of Jericho to
transforms lives by volunteering as a
Welcome Desk Volunteer. This can be a
once a week or more volunteering
experience where you can make a huge
impact in the lives of many, by offering
hospitality to clients seeking services. View
the calendar and see which day and time
may work for you by clicking here.
GOOD SAMARITAN NEEDS
* We are in need of evening volunteers at
Discipleship House at assist with
transportation of residents, helping prepare
for evening programming, and just hanging
out with the guys. To learn more, call us at
203-748-4764 ext.
204 and speak to
Gabe.
* Would you like to
be a mentor to a
Discipleship House
resident? Please call
Gabe (contact
information above)
and we will give you
information on how
to serve in this capacity. It’s an hour
commitment each week and provides a good
bridge in helping prepare our men for
success after GSM.
PRAYER REQUESTS
* Please pray for protection for all of the

visitors to our day center. Many of them
still have to brave the cold at various points
of the day. Pray for the Lord’s protection
for them.
* Please pray for the growth in the
residents of Discipleship House, that they
would continue to grow in the Lord and be
transformed into His image.
* Please pray for peace, strength and
discernment for GSM staff and volunteers as
we seek to always do what is pleasing in His
sight.

T

hank you to all the wonderful people who have volunteered or
made donations to Jericho's food and clothing pantry.
St. Paul’s has the 2nd Saturday of every month to staff the food and
clothing pantry. So, our next volunteer date is this Saturday, March 14th
from 10 - 11:30 am.
Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are interested in volunteering,
donating or have questions - ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731.
Wish List Items for Pantry: reusable grocery bags, bags of beans,
bags of rice, spam, deodorant, soap.
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SPoints SportS
Extra

V

enus Okwuka and the Wooster School's Varsity Girls Basketball team won their
second consecutive Class E New England Preparatory School Athletic Council
(NEPSAC) Tournament Championship! The Generals captured their second New England
Tournament crown for Wooster School last Sunday with a gutsy 45-23 victory over
Poughkeepsie Day School.
On Sunday, March 8, Wooster played HVAL rival
Poughkeespie Day School in the NEPSAC championship game.
After a sluggish start, Wooster found their game legs and their
offensive rhythm and pulled away with an impressive 22-4 run to
end the half 29-11. Wooster's pressure defense prevented
Poughkeepsie Day School from getting to within striking distance
and the Generals went on to win 45-23. "Back-to-back New
England tournament titles is truly something special," said Coach
Dave MacNutt. "As I told the players before the game, if they
win ... they will walk together forever. Congratulations to a great
group of young women who have worked hard to elevate their game
(both individually and collectively) this season ... a job well done
and a season worth remembering."
Tournament MVP Venus Okwuka led the team with 16 points,
10 rebounds, and 10 steals. Blair Hamilton tallied six points. Becca
Kohn scored 10 points, including a pair of 3-pointers, Morgan
McCutcheon added nine points, and Brittany Reid netted four
points.
Congratulations to the entire Wooster Girls Basketball team!
This photo with caption below from David
Shepley, which won the Exeter Academy school-wide
photo contest this year.

Loibor Siret, Tanzania, June 2014
One day at a Maasai Celebration I noticed out of the
crowd one unique warrior covered in blood-red paint
and adorned with special jewelry. At the time I did
not understand his significance, but I knew that he
must have been someone special. This photo
reminds me of the incredible cultural diversity that
exists throughout the world. Perhaps one of my
fondest memories of the Maasai is of their ornate
attire and elaborate rituals.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
God’s Boundless Mercy
Numbers 21:4-9
n our Hebrew Bible lesson the impatient Israelites set out from Mount Hor, where
Aaron was buried, to detour around the hostile country of Edom. The people
complain against God and Moses about challenging conditions, as they have so often since
their departure from Egypt. God sends poisonous serpents among the people, and the
people respond by repenting their disobedience. The Lord
instructs Moses to make a bronze serpent and set it on a pole so
John 3:14-21
that any who are bitten may look upon this sign of God’s
faithfulness and live.
No one is saved by
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Thanksgiving is offered to the Lord, who saves from storms
intellectual agreement with a
and other dangers those who will call upon God’s name.
Ephesians 2:1-10
belief. Salvation is all about
This New Testament passage emphasizes the manner in
which Christians have been saved by God’s free gift. When we
the restoration of broken
were dead in our sins, God raised us up with Christ that we
relationships. Being saved
might know the immeasurable riches of God’s graciousness.
Although we are saved by faith and not by our good deeds, we
means being restored to the
are now able to do the good works for which God has made us
capable.
proper bond and trust of true
John 3:14-21
In our gospel, the image of Moses lifting up the bronze
kinship with God.
serpent in the wilderness is metaphorically related to Jesus’
lifting up on the cross. Just as the repentant Israelites could look
upon Moses’ raised standard and be saved from the poisonous bite of a serpent, so all who
look upon the crucified Christ in faith will be saved from their sins. Jesus did not come to
condemn, but to be the saving light who draws many to himself.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

J

esus gives us a new way of living Faith. To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow
this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our
sermon archives as well.
23

I

† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
…..Grace & St. Peter’s, Hamden; Christ Church Cathedral, Hartford; Good Shepherd,
Hartford.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Bishops, ECCT staff, and parish employees, and their families.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Yemen; the people of the Republic of Costa Rica; and
our sister and brother members of the Diocese of the Holy Cross.
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of
advancing ISIS forces. Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the
world to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Nigeria, for Christian converts from Islam, who are targets of persecution.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March.
…..Jericho Partnership’s Spring Street ministry, that it continues to grow and transform the
lives it touches.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of
cancer.
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is
doing rehabilitation to get movement in his left leg and
arm.
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages
of Parkinson's. Please pray for healing and relief from
pain.
…..Becky, peace and healing.
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog.
…..Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury and the
future of its ministry.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
Run With Me
(Short Film)
Based on true events,
this short film, written and
directed by Cameron
Covell, follows Matt, a
boy with cerebral palsy, as
he decides to run in his
school's track meet.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

#SelfieWithTheFather or
#SelfieWithTheCamel?

H

ere’s yet
another
variation on the
#SelfieWithTheFather
theme. This one
qualifies are a
#MirrorSelfieWithThe
Father and as
“SelfieWithTheFather
MyFather

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chaleski, Laurie DoBosh,
Christine Domareck, Steve Hemming,
Carolyn Legg, Bill Loring, Diane Loring,
Heather Melody, Rachel Melody, Beth
Miller, Patrick O’Connors, Ken Perry,
Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Debi
Pomeroy, Bill Schrull, Joe Shepley, Sarah
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen
& Gail
Winkley.
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