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† Men's Ministry at St. Paul's Is a Powerful Force
"Be strong and courageous...for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go"
(Joshua 1:9)
Dear Friends,
24 men of all ages showed up Monday evening to the start of our Men's Bible Study on
Joshua. We had a great time looking at this ancient text, exploring its relevance for today,
and applying its principles to our lives as leaders in our home, workplace and community.
Men's ministry at St. Paul's is a powerful force, and one that makes our parish especially
unique. We continue to build upon this strength, praying for a deeper engagement in
knowing God's Word, and then service flowing from such a core commitment.
Our renovated Crocker Hall has plenty of room for more on Monday evenings. Join us,
men, and bring a friend.
Together in God, we find
strength and courage.
Faithfully,

Men's Bible Study Monday Nights

O

ur Bible study of the Book of Joshua meets on Monday nights in Crocker
Hall. We start at 7 pm and finish by 8. If you are in need of a study guide,
please contact Fr. Joe or Beth Miller in the parish office
(bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com).

† Lenten Series Tackles the 10 Commandments
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ach Wednesday in Lent we gather to watch a fantastic evangelistic
series based on the Ten Commandments called Just 10. It equip
you to communicate the relevance of God’s laws of love in a
way people can relate to today. Author, speaker, and evangelist
J. John creatively brings to life God’s Ten Commandments in a
fresh and dynamic way. Join us on Wednesdays in March for
dinner at 6:30 followed by the program at 7 pm. If you missed
the first weeks, you can watch Week 1, Week 2,
Week 3 and Week 4 by clicking on their links.
A "Bring Your Own Bowl Soup
Supper" beginning at 6:30 pm will
precede each Lenten Series meeting. If you plan
to attend the series, please sign up on the clip
board at the back of the church. Thanks
everyone and hope to see you there!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Mar 19

Sat, Mar 21

Sun, Mar 22

Mon, Mar 23
Tue, Mar 24

Wed, Mar 25

Thu, Mar 26
Sat, Mar 28

Sun, Mar 29
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St. Joseph
7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
9:00 am - Vestry Retreat, Oratory of the Little Way, Gaylordsville
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Fifth Sunday in Lent
8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist
2:30 pm - Youth Group Juniors
4:00 pm - Youth Group
- 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall
- 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
6:30 pm - Danbury Deanery Meeting, St. Mark’s, Bridgewater
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
The Annunciation
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist II & Healing
6:30 pm - Soup Supper & Lenten Series, Crocker Hall
- 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quitlers, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
4:00 pm - Youth Group Blind Auction, Crocker Hall
Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist
4:00 pm - Youth Group

A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

W

hat is the worst thing that has happened in the last twenty-four hours? Did it
thwart your plans or cast thick clouds over a seemingly perfect day? God can
transform the most unpleasant circumstances into a blessing. However, this also depends
on how we perceive a situation. If we just accept a degrading comment that was directed
towards us or believe that an abhorrent turn of events is an
inevitable obstacle, then we will miss a message that God might
be delivering to us. On the other hand, if we choose to look
beyond the surface, we can always discover a
lesson that God might be trying to teach us, or a
hidden meaning within our trials. Therefore, let
us move past our daily obstacles, and search for
God’s love within our burdens.
Deuteronomy 23:5
However, the Lord your God would not listen to
Balaam but turned the curse into a blessing for you,
because the Lord your God loves you.
Psalm 119:71-72
It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I might
learn your statutes. The law of your mouth is
better to me than thousands of gold and
silver pieces.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions
at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“I will be their God and they shall be my people.”
- Jeremiah 31:33

W

hat does it mean to be God’s people? It means we
recognize that everything we have and everything
we are belongs to God. We aren’t “owners” of anything, we
are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given us. It means
we are willing to use our gifts and our lives to care for our
neighbors and the world, just as God cares for us.

Engaging Poverty through Food Security
And God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for
food." Genesis 1:29
The barren landscape of winter with its naked tree limbs and hard, frozen ground is
hardly evocative of fertility, reproduction, and new life. Yet we know that these processes continue beneath the visible surface of things, and we have faith that the
earth will spring back to life in a few weeks, growing a harvest that will nourish us
throughout the year. God created a constant and powerful process of food growth
and yield that is both steady and sufficient, and one that we all rely upon. The beauty of this process is that God has fully provided for us: there is enough food in the
world for everyone to eat.
Why, then, is one in five children in the United States at risk of hunger? Perhaps
our answer lies in the words of the Haitian proverb: "Bondye konn bay, men li pa
konn separe," which literally means: "God gives but doesn't share." Our Creator has
provided everything we need for each inhabitant of the world to live a full, nourished
life, yet it's up to us to ensure that every person has access to the nutrition that they
need to thrive.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
March 19th

St. Joseph

I

n the face of circumstances that distressed even a man of such tenderness and
obedience to God as Joseph, he accepted the vocation of protecting Mary and being a
father to Jesus. He is honored in Christian
tradition for the nurturing care and protection
he provided for the infant Jesus and his
mother in taking them to Egypt to escape
Herod’s slaughter of the innocents, and in
rearing him as a faithful Jew at Nazareth. The
Gospel according to Matthew pictures Joseph
as a man of deep devotion, open to mystical
experiences, and as a man of compassion, who
accepted his God-given responsibility with
gentleness and humility.
Joseph was a pious Jew, a descendant of
David, and a carpenter by trade. As Joseph
the Carpenter, he is considered the patron
saint of the working man, one who not only
worked with his hands, but taught his trade to Jesus. The little that is told of him is a
testimony to the trust in God which values simple everyday duties, and gives an example of
a loving husband and father.

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about
their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact
Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen

Looking for Memories!
We are in the process of compiling a book on St.
Paul’s parish, past and present – an historical
overview in celebration of our 230th anniversary.
If you have anything to share, we
are particularly looking for:
Wedding photos at St. Paul’s altar
Baptism photos at St. Paul’s font
Old news articles about St. Paul’s Church
Friendship Fair photos
Photos from any of our ministries and groups (past and present)
Family group photos (perhaps an update from those in our directory)
Comments: What St. Paul’s has meant to me…
Please send to Sandy Chaleski at srchaleski@comcast.net
Or phone Sandy at 203-730-2336 with any questions or comments.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
March 25th

The Annunciation of Our Lord Jesus Christ to the Blessed Virgin Mary

N

ext Wednesday’s feast commemorates how God made known to a young Jewish
woman that she was to be the mother of his Son, and how Mary accepted her
vocation with perfect conformity of will. It has been said, “God made us without us, and
redeemed us without us, but cannot save us without us.” Mary’s assent to Gabriel’s
message opened the way for God to accomplish the salvation of the world. It is for this
reason that all generations are to call her
“blessed.”
The Annunciation has been a major theme in
Christian art, in both East and West.
Innumerable sermons and poems have been
composed about it. The term coined by Cyril of
Alexandria for the Blessed Virgin, Theotokos
(“the God-bearer”), was affirmed by the General
Council of Ephesus in 431.
Mary’s self-offering in response to God’s call
has been compared to that of Abraham, the father
of believers. Just as Abraham was called to be
the father of the chosen people, and accepted his
call, so Mary was called to be the mother of the faithful, the new Israel. She is God’s
human agent in the mystery of the Incarnation. Her response to the angel, “Let it be to me
according to your word,” is identical with the faith expressed in the prayer that Jesus taught,
“Your will be done on earth as in heaven.”
Gerard Manley Hopkins, comparing Mary to the air we breathe, writes:
Wild air, world-mothering air ...
Of her flesh he took flesh:
He does take fresh and fresh,
Though much the mystery how,
Not flesh but spirit now,
And makes, O marvellous!
New Nazareths in us,
Where she shall yet conceive
Him, morning, noon, and eve,
New Bethlems, and he born
There, evening, noon, and morn Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child
and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.
- Isaiah 7:14

Sunday School Is Collecting Candy!!

S

t. Paul's annual Easter egg hunt will take place on Saturday, April 4th from 10-11:30 am. All children,
grade 5 and younger, are invited to come participate in a morning filled with egg-hunting, candy-eating,
lesson-listening and craft-making. Older siblings and students in middle and high school are invited to come help
us with the event. For the next few weeks, we will be collecting bags of individually wrapped candy. Donation
baskets will be placed at the back of the church and in the Sunday School hallway. Please contact Nicole
O'Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com if you would like to help. Thank you so much in advance for your support.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Vestries

T

he term vestry first appeared in English in 1388 to refer to a room in a church where
the vestments were stored, and where the
clergy would vest for services, and has been
commonly used in this sense ever since.* In
many churches this room would have been the
only space - other than the consecrated worship
area - available for use as an office or a meeting
room, and in the time of Elizabeth I the term
came to be used to refer to such meetings,†
particularly when concerned with the financial
and legislative affairs of the parish. It should be
noted that in England ‘parish’ refers both to the
area served by a parish church and to a
subdivision of local civil government with
strictly defined (and in many areas coterminous)
boundaries in both cases.
Historically, one vestry (which might be general comprising all rate-payers - or select - comprising only
representatives elected by the rate-payers) would serve both
the ecclesiastical and civil parish in these areas. In the
American colonies similar arrangements were often adopted,
whether with an Anglican establishment like Virginia’s or a
Congregationalist one like Connecticut’s, but in Connecticut
(and in most non-Anglican colonies) it was the Anglican
churches that created (select) vestries for their own
government. Our Parish Meetings are in effect General
Vestries, but I cannot find the actual term used in this way in
this country.
In our churches today the Episcopal vestry is a
direct descendant of those colonial vestries, still
chosen by the parishioners, and tasked with
conducting the business and legal affairs of the
parish. While the exact scope of a vestries
responsibility will depend on diocesan canons and
parish bylaws, in this diocese most of the
restrictions on vestries come from the diocese
(which must approve the selection of a rector and
the purchase or sale of real property).‡ The Parish
Meeting does retain the authority to approve
borrowings of money and at St. Paul’s we grant that
authority each year in our Annual Meeting.
It is interesting to note that the English combined civil and church vestry has been
almost entirely replaced by separate Parish Councils (civil) and Parochial Church Councils
(church). A remnant survives in the Annual Vestry or Meeting of Parishioners which still
elects the Church wardens and some other officers.§ Most other national Anglican
churches, like our own, have however retained the term, as well as the function, of the
vestry as the governing body of the local parish church.

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*
†
‡

Oxford English Dictionary, s.v. Vestry.
Ibid.
cf. Diocesan Constitution and Canons, esp. Canon 1
Retrieved 3/18/15 from Wikipedia, s.v. Vestry
♦ Oxford English Dictionary, s.v. synodal.
Pictures: 1) Vestry in English parish church with meeting table. 2)
Colonial church in Virginia. 3) Contemporary vestry meeting at
Advent, Boston.

“W

hoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there
will my servant be also.” What a blueprint for a steward
to follow! Love the Lord, follow and serve Him, and reflect his
immeasurable love to all whose lives touch yours - and a rewarding life
both now and eternally is God’s promise!

† Easter Memorials
There are envelopes on the back table for anyone
wishing to have flowers in the church for Easter
Sunday in memory of loved ones and friends. All
names will be listed in the Easter bulletin and are due
by Palm Sunday, March 29th. Any questions may be
directed to Gail Winkley at 203-775-3343 or
gailwinkley@yahoo.com. Thank you!

Spring officially starts on Friday and...
Good News. They are heading north!
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points
Readers

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)
Opening Hymn Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus
Gradual Hymn What Wondrous Love is This
Offertory Hymn In the Cross of Christ I Glory
Closing Hymn Lift High the Cross

Lift High the Cross

T

he Anglican Church, especially in large England cathedrals beginning in the 19th
century, is known for elaborate and colorful processions,
particularly on major feast days. Some of our favorite hymns were
composed with processionals in mind.
“Lift high the cross” joins these earlier contributions as one of the
great processional hymns in the Anglican tradition. The original
version with 11 stanzas plus refrain was written for a festival service
under the auspices of an important mission organization, the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel, held in Winchester Cathedral in 1887 by
George William Kitchen (1883-1894), Dean of the Cathedral.
Kitchen’s original was altered by Anglican priest Michael Robert
Newbolt (1874-1956), who later became Canon of Chester Cathedral, for the Supplement to
Hymns Ancient and Modern (1916). Through this publication the hymn has gained
prominence around the English-speaking world.
Want to listen in to what we’ll “Lift high the cross” incorporates an important feature of
processionals: the crucifer (cross-bearer) leads the stately
be singing on Sunday at 10:30? procession down the long nave, lifting the cross high. This
Or do you want to listen to a song ritual use of the cross is a sign of the victory of the
resurrection and finds a biblical basis in John 12:32, “And
from last week once more?
I, when I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to
You can listen on Spotify by clicking myself” (RSV).
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service
Another influence comes from the fourth century, based on
a story of the Emperor Constantine’s vision as told in
This week’s worship music includes: :
Eusebius’s Life of Constantine, in which he saw a cross
You Are God, 10,000 Reasons, Thank
inscribed with the words, “In hoc signo vinces” (“in this
You God for sign [of the cross] you will conquer”). Constantine
Saving Me,
recognized Christianity officially as a religion of the state,
All My
providing a basis for further spread of Christianity.
In additional to its use as for processionals, the hymn also
Heart is
expresses the understanding of the Church Militant
Yours, & I
(Ecclesia Militans), “those Christians on earth who are
Stand
engaged in a continuous war against evil and the enemies
Amazed
of Christ,” and the Church Triumphant (Ecclesia
Triumphans), “those Christians in heaven who have
triumphed over evil and the enemies of Christ.”

† Save the Date
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St. Paul's Women's
Retreat with all
new Women of the
Bible with Anita
Gutschick and
Joanne Hagemeyer
is coming June 5-6,
2015

† When I Fall, I Will Rise Again
by Steve Hemming

“The Lord upholds all who fall, and raises up all who are bowed down” Psalm 145:14

I

stumbled recently. I sinned and fell. Whenever we sin and fall short of the glory of
God, we have two options; we can either wallow in misery, self-pity, and get
depressed, or we can call upon the Lord, confess our sin to Him, so that He can lift us back
up and restore us. The choice is obvious.
In our walk with the Lord, we have all stumbled
innumerable times. As David wrote in Psalm 40:12,
clearly, our iniquities are greater in number
than the hairs on our head. Yet, nothing
surprises the Lord, “For He knows our
frame; He remembers that we are dust.” (Psalm
103:14) Thankfully, when we confess our sin,
God will forgive us. He will pardon our
iniquity and pass over our transgression, for He
will not retain His anger forever, for God
delights in mercy (Micah
7:18).
Proverbs 24:16 tells us
that a righteous man may fall
seven times, but will rise again.
There is no limit as to how many
times we can plummet into sin before God says “That’s it. I won’t help you get up
anymore.” Because Jesus calls us to forgive others seventy times seven (Matthew 18:21), if
we humbly confess our sin with a
contrite heart to God, He will likewise
forgive us each and every time we
tumble.
In those times when we do fall, we
will not be utterly cast down, for the
Lord will uphold us with His hand
(Psalm 37:24). As it is written in
Isaiah 41:10, God will strengthen us,
help us, and uphold us with His
righteous right hand. It was the Lord
who lifted David up out of the horrible
pit and put a new song of Praise to our
God in his mouth (Psalm 40:2-3). Just
like He lifted up David, when we are
down and call out to God, He is the
One who will help us get back on our
feet and establish our steps. For the
steps of a good man are ordered by the
Lord, And He delights in his way (Psalm 37:23).
When God lifts us up after a fall, let us have the same attitude of gratitude as David, and
praise the Lord! May we sing to the Lord a new song, and His praise in the assembly of
saints (Psalm 149:1)

† Happy Birthday to You!

C

harles Connors & Rachel Melody celebrate today! Friday is the
big day for Marion Franklin. Ralph Franklin will be blowing
out candles on Saturday. Barbara Kast will be expecting your card on
Tuesday. Joseph Mannion & Mary Perry will be opening presents on
Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† Dorothy Day Ministry

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s
turn to cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day
Hospitality House in Danbury. Please consider helping out
in this vital ministry. Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for more info.
“I used to ask God to help me. Then I asked if I might help Him. I
ended up by asking God to do His work through me.”
– Hudson Taylor
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The Footsteps of Paul &

John

Save the dates. Plans
are
being finalized for anoth
er
spectacular Biblical pil
grimage
& cruise on October 1631, 2015.
Istanbul, ancient Troy
, Ephesus,
Patmos, Santorini, Athe
ns,
Thessalonica, Philippi…
..
Click HERE for more
info.

My Impressions of the Greece Trip - by Dr. Lloyd Knowles
“I have been a professor of history at a Bible college for 39 years now, but I can truly assert
that I have had no comparable experience to the wonderful trip to Greece we just took. This
excursion -- walking in the footsteps of Paul -- was
exhilarating, and our guide was excellent. He
showed us breathtaking sites and explained each
clearly and thoroughly. He connected the
archaeological excavations of Biblical cities with their
Biblical references adeptly, giving our tour group a
much richer understanding of New Testament
references and culture. The fellowship with good
brothers and sisters in Christ was "icing on the cake".
“Also, the accommodations and food were
great. I would recommend this same trip and same
guide to anyone with my highest accolades.”
“Thanks to you all for a well planned trip.”
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† Chicken with Turmeric

Ingredients:
One 4 1/2-pound chicken, cut into 8
Directions:
pieces
Season the chicken with salt and pepper. In a large
Kosher salt
enameled cast-iron casserole or Dutch oven, melt the
Freshly ground pepper
butter and sprinkle with the turmeric. Add the
2 tablespoons unsalted butter
chicken skin side down and cook over moderately 1 1/2 teaspoons ground turmeric
high heat, turning once, until browned on both
1 small onion, chopped
sides, 8 minutes total. Transfer the chicken to a
1 tablespoon finely chopped peeled
plate.
fresh ginger
Add the onion, ginger and garlic to the
4 garlic cloves, minced
casserole and cook, stirring occasionally, until
2 plum tomatoes, chopped
starting to brown, about 5 minutes. Add the
2 teaspoons curry powder
tomatoes, curry powder, cinnamon, cumin and
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
rice and stir constantly until fragrant, about 1
1/2 teaspoon ground cumin
minute. Return the chicken to the pot, skin side
2 cups jasmine rice
up. Add the bay leaves, fish sauce and chicken
3 bay leaves
stock and bring to a boil over high heat.
1 1/2 tablespoons Asian fish sauce
Cover and simmer over low heat for 10
3 cups chicken stock
minutes. Adjust the lid to cover partially and
Plain whole yogurt, sliced
simmer until the rice is cooked, 10 to 15 minutes
cucumbers, mint leaves and lime
longer. Remove from the heat, uncover and let stand
wedges, for serving.
for 5 minutes. Serve with yogurt, cucumbers, mint
and lime wedges.
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

† Cross with
Wheat Chaff
Ironwork, exterior, lower
1960
Benton Chapel, Vanderbilt
University, Divinity School.
Compelling in their simple
material beauty and by their
ability to convey larger
themes through the use of
well-known symbols, before
entering the chapel, one
glances upward and begins to
understand how the artworks
of the chapel, on every scale,
complement one another and
employ a visual language to
enhance the acts of worship
that occur within the walls.
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† Can You Give Me A Lift?

H

earts to Hands Ministry is in the transportation
business! We coordinate one-time rides and
ongoing transportation schedules for parishioners in
need. Would you
consider joining our
team, our database of
parishioners willing to
help someone get to an
appointment or a therapy class?
When a need arises, we will put out the date, time and other
details of the situation to our database of drivers to see who is
available to provide coverage. Please contact Nicole
O'Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com if you are willing to
help. Thank you!
LiveStream - We have been successfully streaming our 8 am services on the internet this
winter. This has been well received and helpful to parishioners unable to attend services
because of weather or health conditions. It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” students
away at college, parishioners on vacation and former members who have moved away. Why
not introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know what to
expect? In the future we hope to LiveStream our April 25th Confirmation service and future
baptisms and funerals for family members and friends who can't travel long distances. In
addition to services we are considering streaming other church
events for participants who can’t physically be there and to
introduce the program to interested newcomers. The events can
be watched live or later for up to three weeks online. Just click
on the LiveStream button or tab on our website for more info.

Holy Week Schedule
Sun, Mar 29
8:00 am
10:30 am
Tue, Mar 31
7:30 pm
Wed, Apr 1
10:00 am
Thu, Apr 2
7:30 pm
Fri, Apr 3
10:00 am
12:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, Apr 4
10:00 am
7:30 pm
Sun, Apr 5
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am

Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
-

Traditional Eucharist
Contemporary Eucharist

-

Tenebrae

-

Holy Eucharist Rite I & Healing

-

Foot Washing, Stripping of Altar & Holy Eucharist

-

Ecumenical Good Friday Walk
Liturgy & Ante-Communion
Stations of the Cross
Liturgy & Ante-Communion

-

Children’s Easter Celebration
The Great Vigil of Easter

Tuesday in Holy Week
Wednesday in Holy Week
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday

Holy Saturday
Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day
-

Traditional Eucharist
Traditional Eucharist
Contemporary Eucharist
15

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The
non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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H

elp support the mission of Jericho to
transforms lives by volunteering as a
Welcome Desk Volunteer. This can be a
once a week or more volunteering
experience where you can make a huge
impact in the lives of many, by offering
hospitality to clients seeking services. View
the calendar and see which day and time
may work for you by clicking here.
GOOD SAMARITAN UPDATE
* Thank you faithful people of St. Paul’s!
We have raised $800 towards the purchase
of replacement cots for the shelter in
Danbury. In addition,
one of our parishioners
donated two cots
directly and these are
now being put to good
use.
“Thank you
again! I know
that we have
already put the
first two cots to good use
and I am sure we
will now be
purchasing
more soon.
What a
tremendous blessing!
Thank you once again and God bless”
- Mark W. Grasso, Executive Director

NEW JERICHO STEWARDSHIP
COMMITTEE MEMBER
Pam Szen was recently named to the
Jericho Partnership stewardship
committee. Pam serves as our
ambassador for Jericho. “The
relationship with Pam and St. Paul’s
has enabled several good
neighborhood days, ongoing volunteer
support, financial support and a better
Danbury. We have been blessed by
Pam and St. Paul’s and have had the
blessing of worshiping with them,
serving alongside of them and seeing
markers of transformation in our city
because of them!”

Please be on the lookout for
information on a Spring Good
Neighbor Day – St. Paul’s Day of
Service with Jericho. We hope to
perform some work at GSM as well
as in other capacities throughout the
many Ministry Partners served by
Jericho.

T

hank you to all the wonderful people who have volunteered or
made donations to Jericho's food and clothing pantry.
St. Paul’s has the 2nd Saturday of every month to staff the food and
clothing pantry. So, our next volunteer date is Saturday, April 11th from
10 - 11:30 am.
Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are interested in volunteering,
donating or have questions - ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731.
Wish List Items for Pantry: reusable grocery bags, bags of beans,
bags of rice, spam, deodorant, soap.
17
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† This Sunday’s Readings
“The Hour Has Come”
Jeremiah 31:31-34
n our opening reading the prophet Jeremiah foresees a new covenant which God will
make with the people, a covenant written not on tablets of stone but on human hearts.
Israel and Judah have broken the covenant made when the Lord brought them out of slavery
in Egypt. Now they are about to go into exile. Yet the days are coming when their sins will
be forgiven, and God will establish a new relationship with them. This covenant will be
based not on external law but on an inner knowing of the Lord.
Psalm 51:1-13
John 12:20-33
Happy are those who walk in the law of the Lord, who guide
their ways by God’s commandments.
There is a deliberate pun in
Hebrews 5:5-10
In this New Testament lesson we hear how through his
John about the "raising" of
obedience and suffering Christ reached the perfection of his
Jesus - on the cross, and from
destiny and was designated by God to be the eternal high priest.
The high priesthood of Jesus is the great theme of the Letter to
the grave. In the first, the
the Hebrews. Like the high priests of the old covenant, Christ is
chosen from among human beings and so has sympathy with
rulers of this world are shown
human weakness. But he is the Son and has now been named
high priest forever. He succeeds Melchizedek, a royal and
to be powerless; in the
priestly figure from antiquity.
second, death is shown to be
John 12:20-33
In this gospel passage Jesus presents teaching concerning the
powerless.
meaning of his death. After his prayer to God a voice from
heaven is heard. Greeks wish to see Jesus, but he will not draw
all others to himself until after he has died and has risen. Then,
like a seed which falls into the earth, he will bear much fruit. Disciples must also learn to
serve Jesus by following him in this way. Now is the hour for the Son of Man to be
glorified - glorified both by his willingness to be lifted up upon the cross to die for others,
and afterward to be lifted up to heaven.
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† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

B

itterness Transformed; Look to Him and
Believe.. To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.
Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
…..Grace Church, Hartford; St. Martin’s, Hartford; St. Monica’s, Hartford.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…...The Program & Budget Committee.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Niue; the people of the Arab Republic of Egypt; and our
sister and brother members of the Orthodox Anglican Church.
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of
advancing ISIS forces. Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the
world to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Sri Lanka, that Christians will boldly share their faith despite
intimidation from Buddhist national groups.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March.
…..Jericho Partnership’s Spring Street ministry, that it continues to grow and transform the
lives it touches.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
…..St. Paul’s Vestry as they meet on their annual retreat on Saturday at the Oratory of the
Little Way in Gaylordsville, that God be present with them as they take counsel at this
meeting for the renewal and mission of our Parish.
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get
movement in his left leg and arm.
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages of Parkinson's. Please pray for
healing and relief from pain.
…..Becky, peace and healing.
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog.
…..Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury and the future of its ministry.
…..Grateful hearts, and make us mindful of the needs of others; through Jesus.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Patience is Understanding
Waiting for something
you want can sometimes feel
like an eternity. But God is
not bound by time, and what
feels like an eternity to us, is
simply space that allows us to
grow. How will you use your
time? .
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

#SelfieWithTheFather or
#SelfieWithTheCamel?

H

ere’s yet
another
variation on the
#SelfieWithTheFather
theme. This one
qualifies are a
#MirrorSelfieWithThe
Father and as
“SelfieWithTheFather
MyFather

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett,
Sandy Chaleski, Laurie
DoBosh, Christine Domareck, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Bill
Loring, Diane Loring, Heather
Melody, Beth Miller, Patrick
O’Connors, Ken Perry, Mary Perry,
Kirsten Peterson, Joe Shepley,
Sarah
Shepley, Tara
Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen &
Gail Winkley.
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