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Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

À  The Holiest Time of the Church Year 
 
 

ñNow that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another's feet." (John 13:14) 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

T onight, our Maundy Thursday service recognizes two sacramental realities: 
the institution of the Eucharist as the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ, the memorial of 
our redemption; and the institution of the 
sacred priesthood.  During the Last 
Supper, Jesus offered himself as the 
Passover sacrifice, and teaches that every 
follower of His, and in particular the 
ordained priest, is to offer the same self-
giving example of love.  This will be 
symbolized by my washing our new 
vestry members' feet. 

This evening marks the end of Lent and 
the beginning of the sacred Triduum, the 
final three days of Holy Week, the holiest time in the church year.  Our liturgy stresses the 
importance Jesus puts on the humility of service, and the need for cleansing with water, a 
symbol of baptism.  Also emphasized is the importance of the Eucharist and the sacrifice of 
Christôs Body, which we now find present in the consecrated Host.  This will be reserved 
following the service and covered under pure white linen, symbolizing the burial shroud to 
come the next day, Good Friday, as our Lord's crucifixion and burial become our focus. 

At the conclusion of the Eucharist this evening, the altar and all surrounding objects will be 
stripped, symbolizing Jesus' abandonment preceding 
the cross.  Then, we will be invited to watch one hour, 
with the reserved sacrament present, just as the 
disciples were invited to stay up with the Lord during 
His agony in the garden before His betrayal by Judas. 

After this night, no Eucharist will be celebrated again 
in the church until the Easter Vigil proclaims the 
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I invite you to 
participate in the Triduum as much as you are able, and 
may we be ever drawn to Christ as we behold the cross 
as the pathway to his glorious crown.  Peace and 
devotion be with you. 

Faithfully your servant, 

  www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 
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St. Paul's Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
 

All are invited to St. Paul's Annual Easter Egg Hunt this coming Saturday from 10-11:30 am.  

Bring a basket and your rain boots because rain or shine, snow or mud, all children, up to grade 

5 will be hunting for candy filled eggs, enjoying a special Easter snack, creating a craft and 

hearing the miraculous and redemptive story of Easter.  Please invite your family, friends and 

neighbors as we celebrate our risen Savior together. 


